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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention is directed generally to medical devices and more particularly to techniques to calibrate
non-invasive devices.

Background

[0002] Optical spectroscopy techniques have been developed for a wide variety of uses within the medical community.
For example, pulse oximetry and capnography instruments are in widespread use at hospitals, both in the surgery suites
and the post-op ICU’s. These technologies have historically been based on absorption-based spectroscopy techniques
and have typically been used as trend monitors in critical care environments where it is necessary to quickly determine
if a patient’s vital parameters are undergoing large physiologic changes. Given this operating environment, it has been
acceptable for these devices to have somewhat relaxed precision and accuracy requirements, given the clinical need
for real-time point-of-care data for patients in critical care situations.
[0003] Both pulse oximeters and capnography instruments can be labeled as non-invasive in that neither require
penetrating the outer skin or tissue to make a measurement, nor do they require a blood or serum sample from the
patient to custom calibrate the instrument to each individual patient. These instruments typically have pre-selected global
calibration coefficients that have been determined from clinical trial results over a large patient population, and the results
represent statistical averages over such variables as patient age, sex, race, and the like.
[0004] There is, however, a growing desire within the medical community for non-invasive instruments for use in such
areas as the emergency room, critical care ICU’s, and trauma centers where fast and accurate data are needed for
patients in potentially life threatening situations. One such measurement needed in these environments is the blood
and/or tissue pH level, which is a measure of the free hydrogen ion concentration. This is an important measure of
intracellular metabolism. Biological processes within the human body require a narrow range of pH for normal function,
and significant changes of pH from this range may be life threatening.
[0005] In addition to pH, it is also typical for the blood gases (O2 and CO2), blood electrolytes, and other blood chemistry
parameters such as glucose, to be measured and monitored during critical care treatment. Technologies for making
these measurements have been in place for nearly fifty years in hospital laboratories. These measurements are made
from blood samples drawn from the patient which are then sent to a laboratory for analysis. These laboratory measure-
ments are typically made with electro-chemical sensors.
[0006] Recent developments in non-invasive optical technology hold the potential that some of these measurements
may be made at the point of care with sufficient precision and accuracy to carry out critical care monitoring and treatment.
For ease of use, and for meeting accuracy requirements, it is desirable that these non-invasive optical devices be custom
calibrated to each Individual patient at the point of care. The calibration technique should compensate for each Individual’s
body chemistry and tissue make-up, including such things as collagen, elastin, and skin pigmentation, all of which affect
skin and tissue optical properties. Ideally, the calibration technique for these optical sensors is quick, accurate, and easy
to perform.

Summary of the Invention

[0007] In view of the above discussion, there is a need to calibrate medical devices at the point of care, where the
calibration is performed without the removal of blood or bodily fluids. Such a technique may be applicable to a wide
variety of commonly monitored physiologic parameters during critical care patient management.
[0008] The invention provides a method of calibrating a non-invasive sensor for a first physiologic parameter In tissue
and an apparatus for determining a value of a first physiologic parameter within tissue as defined by the appended
independent claims. Preferred or advantageous features of the invention are set out in dependent sub-claims.
[0009] Generally, the present invention relates to an approach to calibrating a first non-invasive sensor in which the
tissue being measured is modulated in some way so as to alter the value of the parameter being measured by the first
sensor. A second sensor detects another parameter that also changes with the modulation. The second sensor is
absolutely calibrated. Where there is a known relationship between the first and second parameters, a calibration may
be derived for the first sensor.
[0010] One embodiment of the invention is directed to a method of calibrating a non-invasive sensor for determining
a value of a first physiologic parameter within living tissue. The method includes non-invasively measuring first values
of the first physiologic parameter and of a second physiologic parameter in the tissue. A known relationship exists
between the first and second physiologic parameters. The tissue is acted on so as to change the first and second
physiologic parameters. Second values of the first physiologic parameter and of the second physiologic parameter in
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the tissue are then measured. The measurements of the first and second values of the second physiologic parameter
are absolutely calibrated. A calibrated value is then determined for at least one of the first and second values of the first
physiologic parameter from the first and second values of both the first and second physiologic parameters.
[0011] Another embodiment of the invention is directed to an apparatus for determining a value of a first physiologic
parameter within tissue. The apparatus includes an uncalibrated, first non-invasive sensor for measuring the first phys-
iologic parameter of the tissue, and a calibrated, second non-invasive sensor for measuring a second physiologic pa-
rameter of the tissue. A processor is coupled to receive first and second signals from each of the first and second non-
invasive sensors. The processor calculates a point-slope calibration for the first physiologic parameter from the first and
second signals from each of the first and second non-invasive sensors when a characteristic of the tissue is modulated
between the first and second signals.
[0012] The above summary of the present invention is not intended to describe each illustrated embodiment or every
implementation of the present Invention. The figures and the detailed description which follow more particularly exemplify
these embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] The invention may be more completely understood in consideration of the following detailed description of
various embodiments of the invention in connection with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGs. 1A and 1B illustrate steps of different embodiments of a protocol to non-invasively calibrate a physiologic
sensor, according to the present invention;
FIG. 2 illustrates steps of one embodiment of a protocol to non-Invasively calibrate an optical pH physiologic sensor,
according to the present invention;
FIG. 3A-3D schematically illustrate embodiments of a physiologic sensor module to non-invasively calibrate a phys-
iologic sensor, according to the present invention;
FIG. 4 schematically illustrates another embodiment of a physiologic sensor module to non-invasively calibrate a
sensor, according to the present invention; and
FIG. 5 schematically illustrates an embodiment of a physiologic sensor module to non-invasively calibrate an optical
physiologic sensor placed in-situ in a body cavity or orifice, according to the present invention.

Detailed Description

[0014] The present invention Is applicable to medical devices and is believed to be particularly useful for calibrating
non-invasive medical devices at the point of care.
[0015] According to one embodiment of the invention, a set of calibration coefficients is determined using the known
chemical relationship between at least a first physiologic parameter (P1) and a second physiologic parameter (P2),
where the physiologic parameters P1 and P2 can be measured non-invasively. For example, P1 and P2 may be related
to optical spectra that be measured directly. Also, the technique can accommodate a third physiologic parameter (P3),
which may participate in the equilibrium process between physiologic parameters P1 and P2. The measurable signal,
S, can be characterized by equation (1), as follows: 

That is, the measurable signal, S, is a function of the three physiologic parameters P1, P2, and P3. Given this dependence,
it may require three independent data points to accurately calibrate such a system. It is however, commonplace in
medical instrumentation to perform a two-point calibration prior to use which, for linear systems, is sometimes referred
to as a point-slope calibration technique.
[0016] In one embodiment, the invention Is directed to a technique to calibrate a medical device which has a measurable
signal, S, whose dependence is governed by equation 1, in only two steps, by using a known relationship among the
physiologic parameters P1, P2, and P3. This technique may be expanded to include more complicated physiologic
systems having a measurable signal, S’ of the form: 
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where, Pn is the nth physiologic parameter and use may be made of the relationship between the physiologic parameters
to reduce the number of measurements needed. In the above case n measurements may be required if no relationship
among the parameters is identified.
[0017] A list of steps of an embodiment of a protocol 100 to calibrate a non-invasive medical device is depicted in FIG
1A. This particular embodiment is directed to a protocol for calibrating a device used to measure one physiologic pa-
rameter, P1, using calibrated measurements of a second parameter, P2. A known relationship, of the type listed as
expression (1), exists between the first and second parameters via a third parameter, P3. In this particular case, the
third parameter remains unchanged when a stimulus is applied to the patient.
[0018] The protocol 100 may yield quantitative results when a known chemical equilibrium/stoichiometry expression
is known between the physiologic parameters of interest. In measurement step 102, the first physiologic parameter is
measured with a non-invasive device that has been pre-calibrated for the first physiologic parameter. The first non-
invasive device may measure the first physiologic parameter using any type of non-invasive modality, such as optical,
electrochemical, acoustic, magnetic resonance, biochemical or osmotic assist.
[0019] Measurement step 104 determines the first value of the second physiologic parameter, the measurement 104
being taken with a non-invasive device which reports precise, but yet un-calibrated results. Like the first device, the
device used for measuring the second physiologic parameter may use any suitable non-invasive modality, such as
optical, electrochemical, acoustic, magnetic resonance, biochemical or osmotic assist. In one embodiment of the inven-
tion, the two measurement devices may be housed within the same mechanical structure. The measurements of the
first and second physiologic parameters may take place at substantially the same time and at substantially the same
physical location.
[0020] In protocol step 106, a stimulus is applied to the patient, the stimulus changing both the first and second
physiologic parameters. In one embodiment of the invention, the stimulus in protocol step 106 is applied to the patient
non-invasively. The stimulus may be applied at the same physical location that measurements 102 and 104 were taken.
[0021] Any suitable stimulus that affects the desired physiologic parameters may be used. It is important to understand
that the stimulus applied to the patient may be a systemic change or a local change. A systemic change is one that is
applied to a large part, or substantially all, of the patient’s body, as might be expected, for example, with the application
of one or more drugs.
[0022] A local stimulus is one that is applied to the patient’s body in substantially only the location of the assay. For
example, the application of localized pressure, localized induced temperature changes (heating and/or cooling), directed
ultrasonic energy or the like, may result in local changes to physiologic parameters.
[0023] In protocol step 108, a second measurement of the first physiologic parameter is recorded with the calibrated
non-invasive device. In protocol step 110, a second value of the second physiologic parameter is measured with the
precise, but yet un-calibrated, non-invasive device.
[0024] The measurement steps 108 and 110 may be made at substantially the same time after application of the
stimulus in step 106, or may be made while the stimulus is still being applied. In addition, the measurement steps 108
and 110 may be made at substantially at the same physical location as the measurements taken at steps 104 and 106.
[0025] At protocol step 112, the known relationship between the first and second physiologic parameters is used to
eliminate the dependence upon any other physiologic parameter which may participate in the chemical equilibrium
between the first and second physiologic parameters. The third physiologic parameter is substantially unchanged by
the stimulus applied to the patient in step 106 .
[0026] Where the known relationship between the first and second physiologic parameters involves one other phys-
iologic parameter, a third physiologic parameter, then the third physiologic parameter may be eliminated using the first
and second measurements of the first and second physiologic parameters. If the known relationship involves additional
physiologic parameters, then additional measurements of the first and second physiologic parameters may be made at
different levels of applied stimulus, and the additional measurements used to eliminate the additional physiologic pa-
rameters.
[0027] The calibration coefficients for the second physiologic parameter are calculated at protocol step 114. In the
example case where the relationship between the first and second physiologic parameters includes only the third phys-
iologic parameter, then the two calibrated data points may be used to calculate calibration coefficients for the non-
invasive device for the second physiologic parameter.
[0028] The first and/or second parameters may be relatively time-independent, varying slowly with long-term physio-
logical changes in the body over minutes or longer. The first and second parameters may also be time-variant. For
example, blood gas and pH level may have pulsatile characteristics that depend on the pulsatile nature of the blood
flow. On the other hand, physiologic parameters of the tissue bed, that are isolated from the pressure variations of pulsing
arterial blood, are less likely to have pulsatile characteristics and are more likely to take on characteristics that drift over
time.
[0029] Another embodiment of a protocol 120 for calibrating a sensor for measuring a physiologic parameter P1 that
is related to other parameters through a complex expression of the type described with reference to expression (2) is
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illustrated in FIG. 1B. The signal S’ is related to n parameters, although not all n parameters necessarily change with
application of the stimulus to the patient. Those parameters that do not change, or whose change is insignificant, under
application of the stimulus to the patient may be treated in the analysis as constants. Accordingly, N sets of measurements
need to be made, where N is the number of parameters that change with application of the stimulus.
[0030] The protocol 120 commences with a measurement of the first physiologic parameter using a calibrated sensor,
at step 102. Next, first values of the second physiologic parameter, and additional physiologic parameters are measured,
at step 124. The second physiologic parameter is the parameter whose sensor is being calibrated in the protocol, and
is measured using a sensor that is uncalibrated but precise. The additional parameters may be measured using uncal-
ibrated but precise sensors, or using calibrated sensors, or a combination of un-calibrated but precise, and calibrated
sensors.
[0031] The stimulus is applied to the patient at step 126, so that the values of the measured physiologic parameters
change. At step 128, the next value of the first physiologic parameter is measured using the calibrated sensor. At step
130, the next values of the second parameter and the additional parameters are measured.
[0032] At step 132, a determination is made as to whether a sufficient number of measurements have been made.
The number of measurements made for each parameter should be at least equal to the number parameters being
measured, N. Each measurement for a parameter is made at a different level of applied stimulus, so that the parameter
takes on a different value. If it is determined that an insufficient number of measurements has been taken, then the
protocol returns to step 126 and the stimulus is applied at a new level so that the measured parameters adopt new
values. The protocol continues to accumulate measurements of the different parameters at different levels of stimulus
until the number of measurements reaches N.
[0033] Once it has been determined that a sufficient number of measurements has been made, the known relationship
among the different measurements is used, at step 134, to eliminate any dependence on any parameters that do not
significantly change under the stimulus. This permits calibration coefficients to be calculated for those physiologic pa-
rameters that were measured using precise, but yet un-calibrated sensors.
[0034] FIG. 2 depicts steps of an embodiment of a protocol 200 to calibrate a non-invasive optical pH sensor. The
protocol 200 may yield quantitative results when utilizing the relationship between the physiologic parameters given in
equation (3), below: 

where pH is the negative logarithm of the hydrogen ion concentration [H+], pK is the logarithm of the equilibrium constant,
[CO2] is the carbon dioxide concentration, and [HCO3

-] is the bicarbonate ion concentration.
[0035] Under normal physiologic conditions the pH of human blood is maintained near 7.4 pH units. If, however, the
pH drops below 6.8 (acidic) or rises above 7.8 (alkaline) the condition can become life threatening. Fortunately, the pH
of human blood is buffered against such large deviations. For example, when moderate amounts of hydrogen ions, H+,
are added to blood during normal metabolic processes, the pH of blood is "buffered" against large swings. The reason
is that the pH is dependent only on the ratio of CO2 to bicarbonate ion (pK remains constant, unless the temperature
changes), and under these conditions the CO2 level is slightly elevated with an almost insignificant change in the
bicarbonate level. The change in bicarbonate level is insignificant because the normal bicarbonate level is quite large,
typically in the range of 23 to 25 milli-equivalents per liter. The protocol 200 utilizes this physiologic situation to simplify
the calibration procedure of the non-invasive optical pH sensor as is outlined below. Accordingly, the change in bicar-
bonate level is taken to be substantially constant under localized changes of pH. Therefore, only two physiologic pa-
rameters, CO2 and pH are measured, and so only two measurements for each parameter are required.
[0036] In measurement step 202 , the first value of the CO2 concentration is measured with a calibrated non-invasive
device. In one embodiment of the invention, the CO2 concentration may be measured indirectly by measuring the partial
pressure of CO2 of the tissue (commonly designated as pCO2) generated in its gaseous form. The relationship between
dissolved CO2 and the CO2 partial pressure, pCO2, is given by equation 4, below: 

 Approaches for non-invasively measuring the CO2 concentration of tissue include optical methods, such as near-infrared
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absorbance measurements, in particular, a method for measuring the CO2 content of tissue using an optical approach
is discussed in U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/162,028 titled, "Noninvasive Detection of A Physiologic Parameter
Within A Body Tissue of A Patient", by inventors Edward J. Anderson et al.
[0037] In step 204, the first value of physiologic parameter pH is measured, the measurement being taken with a non-
invasive pH measuring device which reports precise but yet un-calibrated results. One approach to non-invasively
measure pH is based around a measurement of the fluorescence of NADH, whose fluorescence efficiency is dependent
on the local pH. This approach is discussed further in U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/195004 titled, "Non-invasive
Measurement of pH", by inventors Victor Kimball, Steven Furlong, and Irvin Pierskalla, Altera Law Group Docket #
1535.2US01, filed on even date herewith.
[0038] In one embodiment of the invention, the CO2 and pH measurement devices may be housed within the same
mechanical structure and the measurements may take place at substantially the same time and at substantially the
same physical location.
[0039] In protocol step 206, a stimulus is applied to the patient, the stimulus changing both the CO2 and pH physiologic
parameters. In one embodiment of the invention, the stimulus in protocol step 206 to the patient is applied non-invasively
and the stimulus is applied at the same physical location that measurements 202 and 204 were taken.
[0040] Any suitable stimulus that affects the desired physiologic parameters may be used. The stimulus may affect
the parameter directly or indirectly. Indirect affects may result, for example, by stopping blood flow to the tissue being
assayed or by changing the metabolism of the tissue being assayed. An example of a direct effect is injecting a quantity
of one of the physiologic parameters being measured, for example, glucose or electrolytes. A systemic change in the
physiologic parameters may be expected, for example, after the administration of a drug that affects metabolism: the
induced change in the body’s metabolism results in a systemic change in the CO2 and/or pH values of the patient, which
may be measured at the measurement site.
[0041] A local stimulus, such as the application of localized pressure, localized induced temperature changes (heating
and/or cooling), directed ultrasonic energy or the like, may also produce a change in the physiologic parameters. In
addition, a drug may be administered so that it has a local effect, for example by being applied topically via a DMSO
solution absorbed into the tissue.
[0042] Following application of the stimulus in step 206, a second measurement of the physiologic parameter CO2 is
recorded with the calibrated non-invasive device, at step 208. A measurement is also made, at step 210, to record a
second value of the physiologic parameter pH with the precise but yet uncalibrated non-invasive device. In one embod-
iment of the invention, the measurement steps 208 and 210 may be made at substantially the same time after the
stimulus in protocol step 206, and substantially at the same physical location as measurement steps 204 and 206. The
measurements in steps 208 and 210 may be made while the stimulus is being applied or after the application of the
stimulus has ceased.
[0043] At step 212, the known relationship between the physiologic parameters CO2 and pH, as given by equation
(3) is used to eliminate the dependence upon the bicarbonate ion concentration, [HCO3-], the bicarbonate ion concen-
tration being substantially unchanged by the stimulus in protocol step 206 to the patient. This is described further below.
[0044] At protocol step 214, the two, or more, calibrated data points are used to calculate calibration coefficients for
the non-invasive pH device.
[0045] One algebraic approach useful for calibrating the non-invasive pH device, according to the protocol 200, is
outlined below. A short hand notation is employed to ease in following the calculations. Recall that the known relationship
between pH and CO2 concentration is given by the following expression: 

 or, utilizing pH = -log[H+] and pK = log (K), equation (3) may be written as: 

[0046] Eliminating the logarithmic dependence, yields the expression: 
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[0047] Here we employ the following shorthand notation:

Hn = the nth measurement of the Hydrogen ion concentration, [H+]
Cn = the nth measurement of the Carbon dioxide concentration, [CO2]
Bn = the nth measurement of the Bicarbonate ion concentration, [HCO3]

[0048] We can write the result of correlating the results of measurement steps 202 and 204 as: 

[0049] Similarly, after applying the stimulus to the patient in protocol step 206, the result of correlating the measurements
in steps 208 and 210 yields 

[0050] Where we have utilized the fact that the pK remains constant, i.e., K1 = K2, and the bicarbonate level remains
substantially unchanged by the stimulus, B1 = B2. Given this, we can solve for the bicarbonate concentration by subtracting
equation 6 from equation 7, which yields 

[0051] Equation (8) highlights an important aspect of the present invention. The precise, but yet uncalibrated non-
invasive pH measuring device utilized in measurement steps 204 and 210, yields accurate differential pH data (H2 - H1),
thereby giving an accurate value for the bicarbonate level as given by equation (8). The accurate result for the bicarbonate
level can be substituted back into equations (6) and (7) 

[0052] Therefore, all terms on the right-hand side of equations (6) and (7) are now accurately known and a two-point
calibration of the pH measurement device can be calculated directly from these results.
[0053] It will be appreciated that the protocols described above with reference to FIGs. 1A, 1 B and 2 may be used
also for quality assurance following calibration. To illustrate, consider the specific example discussed above with reference
to FIG. 2 concerning a pH sensor. Once the pH sensor has been calibrated, it may be used over a prolonged period,
for example for many minutes, or some hours, taking measurements of pH at regular intervals. It is useful to perform
periodic quality assurance checks to ensure that the sensor has not drifted out of calibration. This may be done, after
taking a measurement of pH and CO2, by applying the stimulus to the patient and re-measuring the levels of pH and
CO2 under the stimulus. The calibration coefficients for the pH sensor may be recalculated and compared to those
currently in use. If the newly calculated calibration coefficients are within an acceptable error range of the current
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coefficients, then use of the current coefficients may continue, or the coefficients may be automatically updated with the
new coefficients. If the newly calculated calibration coefficients are outside the acceptable error range, then the coeffi-
cients are typically updated with the new values. The user may also be notified that the coefficients have been changed.
[0054] One particular embodiment of a non-invasive physiologic monitoring device 300 is schematically depicted in
FIG. 3A. A processor/controller module 302 may contain various sub-systems and a central processing unit to control
the timing, delivery, routing and post processing of signals for the monitoring device 300. An interface 304 connects the
controller module 302 to a first non-invasive physiologic sensor 312, which may be housed in a patient interface module
310. The first non-invasive sensor may be based on any type of non-invasive sensor including, but not restricted to,
optical, electro-chemical, acoustic, magnetic resonance, biochemical or osmotic assist. In the case of an optical sensor,
the interface 304 is an optical interface, and may include a fiber optic waveguide or a fiber optic bundle, or discrete bulk
optical components such as a condensing lens or a series of condensing lenses. The patient interface module 310 may
provide protection from such unwanted outside influences as stray light, fluid spills, and the like. The first non-invasive
physiologic sensor 312 may be in direct physical contact with the patient’s tissue surface 318. The tissue may be organ
tissue, epithelial tissue, skin or any other type of tissue that is being assayed non-invasively.
[0055] An interconnect device 306 connects the controller module 302 with an optional stimulus transducer 314, which
may also be housed in the patient interface module 310. The stimulus transducer 314 is advantageously included in the
patient interface module 310 when the stimulus applied to the patient is a local stimulus, although it may also be included
when the applied stimulus is systemic.
[0056] An interface 308 connects the controller module 302 with a second non-invasive physiologic sensor 316, which
may also be housed in the patient interface module 310. In this configuration, the stimulus transducer 314 and the non-
invasive sensors 312 and 316 may be mounted sufficiently close so that the same location of the tissue 318 is both
stimulated and measured. Where the second non-invasive sensor 316 is an optical sensor, the interface 308 is typically
an optical interface.
[0057] An example of an end-on view of the interface module 310 is schematically represented in FIG. 3B, showing
the non-invasive physiologic sensors 312b and 316b and the stimulus transducer 314b. Another example of an end-on
view of the interface module 310 is schematically represented in FIG. 3C, showing the relative locations of the non-
invasive physiologic sensors 312c and 316c relative to the stimulus transducer 314c. It will be appreciated that other
configurations may be used in addition to those illustrated in FIGs. 3A-3C. The spacing between the first physiologic
sensor and the stimulus transducer may be the same as the distance between the second physiologic sensor and the
stimulus transducer. In such a case, the tissue assayed by the first sensor is advantageously subject to the same
magnitude of stimulus as the tissue assayed by second sensor.
[0058] Another embodiment of an interface module 310 is schematically illustrated in FIG. 3D, in which a large portion
314d of the face represents the stimulus transducer. The physiologic sensors 312d and 316d are surrounded by the
stimulus transducer 314d. Such an embodiment advantageously ensures that the level of stimulus applied to the site
assayed for the first physiologic parameter is similar to that applied to the site assayed for the second physiologic
parameter.
[0059] FIG. 4 schematically depicts another embodiment of the invention. Elements that are the same as shown in
FIG. 3A are labeled with the same reference number. In this embodiment, the stimulus transducer 414 is not integrated
within the patient interface module 310, and external controller unit 420 is a stand-alone unit separate from the main
controller/processor unit 302. In this embodiment, the stimulus transducer 414 may be removed from the patient when
the device is not being calibrated, or may be left in place. The stimulus transducer may also be used for occasional
quality assurance checks while the device is in use. The stimulus transducer 414 may also be replaced by alternative
devices which stimulate the patient’s tissue 318 by pressure, temperature, acoustic or other such appropriate stimulating
techniques.
[0060] A particular embodiment of an optically based, non-invasive physiologic monitoring device 500 is depicted in
FIG. 5. This embodiment may be particularly useful for conducting assays in a lumen, such as the esophagus. A processor/
controller module 502 may contain the electro-optic sub-systems and a central processing unit to control the timing,
delivery, routing and post processing of signals for the monitoring device 500. An optical interface 504 connects the
controller module 502 to a first non-invasive optical physiologic sensor 512, which may be housed in a patient interface
module 510. The optical interface 504 may be a fiber optic waveguide or a fiber optic bundle, or discrete bulk optical
components such as a condensing lens or a series of condensing lenses. The patient interface module 510 may provide
protection from such unwanted outside influences as stray light, fluid spills, and the like. The first non-invasive optical
physiologic sensor 512 may be in direct physical contact with the patient’s tissue surface 518. The interconnect device
506 connects the controller module 502 with the stimulus transducer 514, which may also be housed in the patient
interface module 510. The optical interface 508 connects the controller module 502 with a second non-invasive optical
physiologic sensor 516, which may also be housed in the patient interface module 510. In this configuration, the stimulus
transducer 514 and the non-invasive optical sensors 512 and 516 may be mounted sufficiently close so as to stimulate
and measure the tissue response at substantially the same physical location.



EP 1 545 296 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0061] An Inflatable bladder 520 may be incorporated into the patient interface module 510 for those applications
where the sensor is inserted into a body cavity or orifice. This embodiment is advantageous in applications where it is
desirable to apply pressure from the back surface 518b of the patient’s epithelial tissue surface 518b to either mechanically
secure the sensor against slippage during measurement or to apply additional pressure stimulus to aid in the calibration
process. Other patient interface geometries and alternative sensor configurations are described in U.S. Patent Application
Serial No. 10/162,028 titled, "Noninvasive Detection of A Physiologic Parameter Within A Body Tissue of A Patient", by
inventors Edward J. Anderson et al.
[0062] The present invention should not be considered limited to the particular examples described above, but rather
should be understood to cover all aspects of the invention as fairly set out in the attached claims. Various modifications,
equivalent processes, as well as numerous structures to which the present invention may be applicable will be readily
apparent to those of skill in the art to which the present invention is directed upon review of the present specification.
The claims are intended to cover such modifications and devices.
[0063] For example, a patient monitor that includes sensors for measuring pH and CO2 may be combined with other
sensors for measuring other physiologic parameters, such as O2 sat, O2, hematocrit, and the like.

Claims

1. A method of calibrating a non-invasive sensor for a first physiologic parameter in tissue, comprising:

(a) non-invasively measuring first values of the first physiologic parameter and of a second physiologic parameter
in the tissue, a known relationship existing between the first and second physiologic parameters;
(b) non-invasively measuring second values of the first physiologic parameter and of the second physiologic
parameter in the tissue after the tissue has been acted upon so as to change the first and second physiological
parameters, the measurements of the first and second values of the second physiologic parameter being ab-
solutely calibrated; and
(c) determining a calibrated value for at least one of the first and second values of the first physiologic parameter
from the first and second values of both the first and second physiologic parameters.

2. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein non-invasively measuring the first and second values of the first parameter
include measuring light received from the tissue.

3. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein non-invasively measuring the first and second values of the second parameter
include measuring light received from the tissue.

4. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the values for the first and second physiologic parameters are measured
in the same region of the tissue.

5. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein non-invasively measuring the first values of the first physiologic parameter
includes exciting the tissue with excitation light and detecting a resulting fluorescent signal.

6. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein acting on the tissue includes applying a systemic stimulus to the tissue.

7. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein acting on the tissue includes applying a stimulus to the tissue localized to
a region of the tissue where the first and second physiologic parameters are non-invasively measured.

8. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein acting on the tissue includes administering a drug to the patient whose
tissue is being examined.

9. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein applying a systemic stimulus to the tissue includes changing a metabolic
rate of the tissue.

10. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein acting on the tissue includes applying pressure to a region of the tissue
where the first and second physiologic parameters are measured.

11. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein acting on the body includes changing temperature of a region of the body
where the first and second physiologic parameters are measured.
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12. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein non-invasively measuring the second values of the first physiologic parameter
and of the second physiologic parameter includes measuring the second values of the first physiologic parameter
and of the second physiologic parameter simultaneously.

13. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first physiologic parameter is pH.

14. A method as recited in claim 13, wherein measuring the pH includes making a fluorescence measurement of NADH
in the region of the tissue being measured.

15. A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the second physiologic parameter is concentration of CO2.

16. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the known relationship between the first and second physiologic parameters
includes a third physiologic parameter.

17. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein the third physiologic parameter is substantially unaffected by the acting
on the body.

18. A method as recited in claim 16, wherein determining the calibrated value for at least one of the first and second
values of the first physiologic parameter includes determining a value of the third physiologic parameter from a ratio
of i) the difference between the first and second values of the second physiologic parameter over ii) the difference
between the first and second values of the first physiologic parameter.

19. A method as recited in claim 18, wherein determining the calibrated value for at least one of the first and second
values of the first physiologic parameter further includes calculating the calibrated value using the value of the third
physiologic parameter and at least the respective calibrated first or second value of the second physiologic parameter.

20. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the known relationship between the first and second physiologic parameters
is pH = pK - log([C02]/[HC03-]) where pH is the first physiologic parameter and [CO:J is the second physiologic
parameter.

21. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the known relationship relates N physiologic parameters that change upon
acting on the tissue so as to change the first and second physiologic parameters, and acting on the tissue N-1 times
so as to take N measurements of each of the N physiologic parameters at different levels of stimulus arising from
the acting on the tissue.

22. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising non-invasively measuring the second values of the first physiologic
parameter and of the second physiologic parameter in the tissue while acting on the tissue.

23. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the tissue is epithelial tissue.

24. A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the tissue is selected from skin tissue, muscle tissue and organ tissue.

25. A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising performing successive non-invasive measurements of the first
physiologic parameter of the tissue and determining respective absolute calibrated values of the first physiologic
parameter from the first and second values of both the first and second physiologic parameters.

26. A method as recited in claim 25, further comprising repeating steps (a) - (c) after performing the successive non-
invasive measurements and determining whether a calibration of an instrument for non-invasively measuring the
first physiologic parameter has changed.

27. An apparatus (300) for determining a value of a first physiologic parameter within tissue (318), comprising:

an uncalibrated, first non-invasive sensor (312) for measuring the first physiologic parameter of the tissue (318);
a calibrated, second non-invasive sensor (316) for measuring a second physiologic parameter of the tissue
(318); and
a processor (302) coupled to receive first and second signals from each of the first and second non-invasive
sensors (312, 316), and to calculate calibrated values for the first physiologic parameter from the first and
second signals from each of the first and second non-invasive sensors (312, 316) when a characteristic of the
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tissue (318) is modulated between the first and second signals.

28. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, wherein the first non-invasive sensor (312) is an optically based sensor.

29. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, wherein the second non-invasive sensor (316) is an optically based sensor.

30. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, wherein the first non-invasive sensor (312) is a pH sensor.

31. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, wherein the second non-invasive sensor (316) is a calibrated, non-invasive
CO2 sensor.

32. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 30, wherein the pH sensor emits excitation light in the wavelength range 300
nm - 400 nm.

33. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 30, wherein the pH sensor detects light emitted for the tissue (318) in a
wavelength range of 400 - 600 nm.

34. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 30, wherein the pH sensor detects fluorescence from NADH in the tissue (318).

35. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, further comprising a patient interface module (310) to house the first and
second non-invasive sensors (312, 316).

36. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, further comprising a modulator (314) to modulate the characteristic of
the tissue (318) at the region of the tissue (318) where the first and second physiologic parameters are measured.

37. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 36, wherein the modulator (314) includes an extensible member (520) to
apply pressure of the region of the tissue (318) where the first and second physiologic parameters are measured.

38. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 33, wherein the modulator (314) includes a thermally responsive member to
change temperature of the region of the tissue (318) where the first and second physiologic parameters are measured.

39. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 36, further comprising a patient interface module (310), the first and second
non-invasive sensors (312, 316) and the modulator (314) being housed within the patient interface module (310).

40. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 39, wherein the modulator (314) is removable from the patient interface
module (310), the first and second non-invasive sensors (312, 316) being enabled to perform measurements on
the first and second physiologic parameters respectively after the modulator (314) is removed from the patient
interface (310).

41. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 27, wherein the processor (302) calculates calibration constants for the first
physiologic parameter from the first and second signals from each of the first and second non-invasive sensors
(312, 316).

42. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 41, wherein the processor (302) produces calibrated values for the first
physiologic parameter from measurement signals received from the first non-invasive sensor (312) and the calibration
constants.

43. An apparatus (300) as recited in claim 42, wherein the processor (302) performs a check on the calibration constants
by measuring the first and second physiologic parameters before and after application of a stimulus to the tissue (318).

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Kalibrieren eines nichtinvasiven Sensors im Hinblick auf einen ersten physiologischen Parameter
in Gewebe, das die folgenden Schritte beinhaltet:

(a) nichtinvasives Messen erster Werte für den ersten physiologischen Parameter und einen zweiten physio-
logischen Parameter im Gewebe, wobei eine bekannte Beziehung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten
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physiologischen Parameter besteht;
(b) nichtinvasives Messen zweiter Werte für den ersten physiologischen Parameter und den zweiten physiolo-
gischen Parameter im Gewebe, nachdem auf das Gewebe eingewirkt wurde, um den ersten und den zweiten
physiologischen Parameter zu ändern, wobei die Messungen des ersten und des zweiten Wertes des zweiten
physiologischen Parameters absolut kalibriert werden; und
(c) Bestimmen eines kalibrierten Wertes für den ersten und/oder zweiten Wert des ersten physiologischen
Parameters anhand des ersten und des zweiten Wertes von sowohl dem ersten als auch dem zweiten physio-
logischen Parameter.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das nichtinvasive Messen des ersten und des zweiten Wertes für den ersten
Parameter das Messen von Licht beinhaltet, das von dem Gewebe empfangen wird.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das nichtinvasive Messen des ersten und des zweiten Wertes für den zweiten
Parameter das Messen von Licht beinhaltet, das von dem Gewebe erhalten wird.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Werte für den ersten und den zweiten physiologischen Parameter in derselben
Region des Gewebes gemessen werden.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das nichtinvasive Messen der ersten Werte für den ersten physiologischen
Parameter das Anregen des Gewebes mit Anregungslicht und Erfassen eines resultierenden Fluoreszenzsignals
beinhaltet.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Einwirken auf das Gewebe das Aufbringen eines systemischen Reizes auf
das Gewebe beinhaltet.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Einwirken auf das Gewebe das Aufbringen eines Reizes auf das Gewebe
beinhaltet, der auf eine Region des Gewebes begrenzt wird, wo der erste und der zweite physiologische Parameter
nichtinvasiv gemessen werden.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Einwirken auf das Gewebe das Verabreichen eines Arzneimittels an den
Patienten beinhaltet, dessen Gewebe untersucht wird.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Aufbringen eines systemischen Reizes auf das Gewebe das Verändern
einer Stoffwechselrate des Gewebes beinhaltet.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Einwirken auf das Gewebe das Aufbringen von Druck auf eine Region des
Gewebes beinhaltet, wo der erste und der zweite physiologische Parameter gemessen werden.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Einwirken auf den Körper das Verändern der Temperatur in einer Region
des Körpers beinhaltet, wo der erste und der zweite physiologische Parameter gemessen werden.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das nichtinvasive Messen der zweiten Werte für den ersten physiologischen
Parameter und den zweiten physiologischen Parameter das Messen der zweiten Werte für den ersten physiologi-
schen Parameter und den zweiten physiologischen Parameter gleichzeitig beinhaltet.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste physiologische Parameter der pH-Wert ist.

14. Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, wobei das Messen des pH-Wertes die Durchführung einer Fluoreszenzmessung von
NADH in der Region des gemessenen Gewebes beinhaltet.

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 13, wobei der zweite physiologische Parameter die Konzentration von CO2 ist.

16. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die bekannte Beziehung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten physiologischen
Parameter einen dritten physiologischen Parameter einschließt.

17. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, wobei der dritte physiologische Parameter durch das Einwirken auf den Körper im
Wesentlichen unbeeinflusst bleibt.
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18. Verfahren nach Anspruch 16, wobei das Bestimmen des kalibrierten Wertes für den ersten und/oder den zweiten
Wert des ersten physiologischen Parameters das Bestimmen eines Wertes für den dritten physiologischen Para-
meter anhand eines Verhältnisses zwischen i) der Differenz zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten Wert des zweiten
physiologischen Parameters und ii) der Differenz zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten Wert des ersten physio-
logischen Parameters beinhaltet.

19. Verfahren nach Anspruch 18, wobei das Bestimmen des kalibrierten Wertes für den ersten und/oder den zweiten
Wert des ersten physiologischen Parameters ferner das Berechnen des kalibrierten Wertes mit dem Wert des dritten
physiologischen Parameters und wenigstens dem jeweiligen kalibrierten ersten oder zweiten Wert des zweiten
physiologischen Parameters beinhaltet.

20. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die bekannte Beziehung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten physiologischen
Parameter pH = pK - log([CO2]/[HCO3-]) ist, wobei pH der erste physiologische Parameter und [CO:J der zweite
physiologische Parameter sind.

21. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die bekannte Beziehung N physiologische Parameter zueinander in Beziehung
setzt, die sich auf eine Einwirkung auf das Gewebe hin verändern, um den ersten und den zweiten physiologischen
Parameter zu verändern, und wobei auf das Gewebe N-1 Mal eingewirkt wird, um N Messungen von jedem der N
physiologischen Parameter bei unterschiedlichen Reizniveaus durchzuführen, die sich von dem Einwirken auf das
Gewebe ergeben.

22. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner das nichtinvasive Messen der zweiten Werte des ersten physiologischen
Parameters und des zweiten physiologischen Parameters in dem Gewebe beinhaltet, während auf das Gewebe
eingewirkt wird.

23. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Gewebe Epithelgewebe ist.

24. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Gewebe ausgewählt wird aus Hautgewebe, Muskelgewebe und Organge-
webe.

25. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, das ferner das Durchführen aufeinander folgender nichtinvasiver Messungen des ersten
physiologischen Parameters des Gewebes und Bestimmen der jeweiligen absoluten kalibrierten Werte des ersten
physiologischen Parameters anhand des ersten und des zweiten Wertes von sowohl dem ersten als auch dem
zweiten physiologischen Parameter beinhaltet.

26. Verfahren nach Anspruch 25, das ferner das Wiederholen der Schritte (a) - (c) nach dem Durchführen der aufeinander
folgenden nichtinvasiven Messungen und Ermitteln, ob sich die Kalibrierung eines Instruments zum nichtinvasiven
Messen des ersten physiologischen Parameters geändert hat, beinhaltet.

27. Vorrichtung (300) zum Bestimmen eines Wertes eines ersten physiologischen Parameters in Gewebe (318), die
Folgendes umfasst:

einen nicht kalibrierten, ersten nichtinvasiven Sensor (312) zum Messen des ersten physiologischen Parameters
des Gewebes (318);
einen kalibrierten, zweiten nichtinvasiven Sensor (316) zum Messen eines zweiten physiologischen Parameters
des Gewebes (318); und
einen Prozessor (302) zum Empfangen erster und zweiter Signale vom jeweiligen ersten und zweiten nichtin-
vasiven Sensor (312, 316) und zum Berechnen kalibrierter Werte für den ersten physiologischen Parameter
anhand der ersten und zweiten Signale vom jeweiligen ersten und zweiten nichtinvasiven Sensor (312, 316),
wenn ein Charakteristikum des Gewebes (318) zwischen den ersten und zweiten Signalen moduliert wird.

28. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, wobei der erste nichtinvasive Sensor (312) ein Sensor auf optischer Basis ist.

29. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, wobei der zweite nichtinvasive Sensor (316) ein Sensor auf optischer Basis ist.

30. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, wobei der erste nichtinvasive Sensor (312) ein pH-Sensor ist.

31. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, wobei der zweite nichtinvasive Sensor (316) ein kalibrierter, nichtinvasiver
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CO2-Sensor ist.

32. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 30, wobei der pH-Sensor Anregungslicht im Wellenlängenbereich von 300 nm -
400 nm ausstrahlt.

33. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 30, wobei der pH-Sensor für das Gewebe (318) ausgestrahltes Licht in einem
Wellenlängenbereich von 400 - 600 nm erfasst.

34. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 30, wobei der pH-Sensor Fluoreszenz von NADH im Gewebe (318) erfasst.

35. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, die ferner ein Patientenschnittstellenmodul (310) zum Aufnehmen des ersten
und des zweiten nichtinvasiven Sensors (312, 316) umfasst.

36. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, die ferner einen Modulator (314) zum Modulieren des Charakteristikums des
Gewebes (318) in der Region des Gewebes (318) umfasst, wo der erste und der zweite physiologische Parameter
gemessen werden.

37. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 36, wobei der Modulator (314) ein erweiterbares Element (520) zum Aufbringen
von Druck auf die Region des Gewebes (318) beinhaltet, wo der erste und der zweite Parameter gemessen werden.

38. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 33, wobei der Modulator (314) ein thermisch ansprechendes Element beinhaltet,
um die Temperatur der Region des Gewebes (318) zu verändern, wo der erste und der zweite physiologische
Parameter gemessen werden.

39. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 36, die ferner ein Patientenschnittstellenmodul (310), den ersten und den zweiten
nichtinvasiven Sensor (312, 316) und den Modulator (314) umfasst, der in dem Patientenschnittstellenmodul (310)
untergebracht ist.

40. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 39, wobei der Modulator (314) von dem Patientenschnittstellenmodul (310) ent-
fernbar ist, wobei der erste und der zweite nichtinvasive Sensor (312, 316) aktiviert werden, um nach dem Entfernen
des Modulators (314) von der Patientenschnittstelle (310) jeweils Messungen des ersten und zweiten physiologi-
schen Parameters durchzuführen.

41. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 27, wobei der Prozessor (302) Kalibrierungskonstanten für den ersten physiolo-
gischen Parameter anhand des ersten und des zweiten Signals von jeweils dem ersten und dem zweiten nichtin-
vasiven Sensor (312, 316) berechnet.

42. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 41, wobei der Prozessor (302) kalibrierte Werte für den ersten physiologischen
Parameter anhand von Messsignalen erzeugt, die von dem ersten nichtinvasiven Sensor (312) und den Kalibrie-
rungskonstanten empfangen werden.

43. Vorrichtung (300) nach Anspruch 42, wobei der Prozessor (302) die Kalibrierungskonstanten prüft, indem der erste
und der zweite physiologische Parameter vor und nach dem Aufbringen eines Reizes auf das Gewebe (318) ge-
messen werden.

Revendications

1. Méthode d’étalonnage d’un capteur non invasif pour un premier paramètre physiologique dans un tissu, comprenant :

(a) la mesure non effractive des premières valeurs du premier paramètre physiologique et d’un second paramètre
physiologique dans le tissu, un rapport connu existant entre le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques ;
(b) la mesure non effractive des secondes valeurs du premier paramètre physiologique et du second paramètre
physiologique dans le tissu après que l’on ait agi sur ce dernier de façon à modifier le premier et le second
paramètres physiologiques, les mesures des premières et des secondes valeurs du second paramètre physio-
logique étant absolument étalonnées ; et
(c) la détermination d’une valeur étalonnée pour au moins une des premières et des secondes valeurs du
premier paramètre physiologique provenant des premières et des secondes valeurs tout à la fois du premier
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et du second paramètres physiologiques.

2. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle la mesure non effractive des premières et des secondes valeurs
du premier paramètre inclut la mesure de la lumière reçue du tissu.

3. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle la mesure non effractive des premières et des secondes valeurs
du second paramètre inclut la mesure de la lumière reçue du tissu.

4. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle les valeurs du premier et du second paramètres physiologiques
sont mesurées dans la même région du tissu.

5. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle la mesure non effractive des premières valeurs du premier paramètre
physiologique inclut l’excitation du tissu au moyen d’une lumière d’excitation et la détection d’un signal fluorescent
résultant.

6. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’action sur le tissu inclut l’application d’un stimulus systémique au
tissu.

7. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’action sur le tissu inclut l’application d’un stimulus au tissu localisé
dans une région du tissu où le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques sont mesurés d’une manière non
effractive.

8. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’action sur le tissu inclut l’administration d’un médicament au patient
dont le tissu est en train d’être examiné.

9. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’application d’un stimulus systémique au tissu inclut la modification
d’un taux métabolique du tissu.

10. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’action sur le tissu inclut l’application d’une pression à une région
du tissu où le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques sont mesurés.

11. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle l’action sur le corps inclut la modification de la température d’une
région du corps où le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques sont mesurés.

12. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle la mesure non effractive des secondes valeurs du premier paramètre
physiologique et du second paramètre physiologique inclut la mesure des secondes valeurs du premier paramètre
physiologique et du second paramètre physiologique simultanément.

13. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le premier paramètre physiologique est le pH.

14. Méthode selon la revendication 13, dans laquelle la mesure du pH inclut la réalisation de la mesure par fluorescence
du NADH dans la région du tissu que l’on est en train de mesurer.

15. Méthode selon la revendication 13, dans laquelle le second paramètre physiologique est la concentration du CO2.

16. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le rapport connu entre le premier et le second paramètres physio-
logiques inclut un troisième paramètre physiologique.

17. Méthode selon la revendication 16, dans laquelle le troisième paramètre physiologique est substantiellement non
affecté par l’action sur le corps.

18. Méthode selon la revendication 16, dans laquelle la détermination de la valeur étalonnée d’au moins une des
premières et des secondes valeurs du premier paramètre physiologique inclut la détermination d’une valeur du
troisième paramètre physiologique à partir d’un rapport de i) la différence entre les premières et les secondes valeurs
du second paramètre physiologique sur ii) la différence entre les premières et les secondes valeurs du premier
paramètre physiologique.

19. Méthode selon la revendication 18, dans laquelle la détermination de la valeur étalonnée d’au moins une des
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premières et des secondes valeurs du premier paramètre physiologique inclut, en outre, le calcul de la valeur
étalonnée en utilisant la valeur du troisième paramètre physiologique et au moins la première ou la seconde valeur
étalonnée respective du second paramètre physiologique.

20. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le rapport connu entre le premier et le second paramètre physio-
logique est pH = pK - log([CO2]/[HCO3.]) où le pH est le premier paramètre physiologique et [CO :J est le second
paramètre physiologique.

21. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le rapport connu associe les N paramètres physiologiques qui sont
modifiés lors de l’action sur le tissu de manière à modifier le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques, et
l’action sur le tissu N-1 fois de manière à réaliser N mesures de chacun des N paramètres physiologiques sous
divers degrés de stimulus découlant de l’action sur le tissu.

22. Méthode selon la revendication 1 comprenant, en outre, la mesure non effractive des secondes valeurs du premier
paramètre physiologique et du second paramètre physiologique dans le tissu tandis que l’on agit sur le tissu.

23. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le tissu est le tissu épithélial.

24. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le tissu est sélectionné parmi le tissu cutané, le tissu musculaire
et le tissu d’organe.

25. Méthode selon la revendication 1 comprenant, en outre, la réalisation de mesures non effractives successives du
premier paramètre physiologique du tissu et la détermination des valeurs étalonnées absolues respectives du
premier paramètre physiologique à partir des premières et secondes valeurs tout à la fois du premier et du second
paramètres physiologiques.

26. Méthode selon la revendication 25 comprenant, en outre, la répétition des étapes (a)-(c) après la réalisation des
mesures non effractives successives et la détermination de la question de savoir si un étalonnage d’un instrument
pour la mesure non effractive du premier paramètre physiologique a été modifié.

27. Appareil (300) pour la détermination d’une valeur d’un premier paramètre physiologique dans le tissu (318),
comprenant :

un premier capteur (312) non effractif non étalonné pour la mesure du premier paramètre physiologique du
tissu (318) ;
un second capteur (316) non effractif étalonné pour la mesure du second paramètre physiologique du tissu
(318) ; et
un processeur (302) couplé pour recevoir le premier et le second signaux provenant du premier et du second
capteurs (312, 316) non effractifs, et pour calculer les valeurs étalonnées pour le premier paramètre physiolo-
gique provenant du premier et du second signaux provenant du premier et du second capteurs (312, 316) non
effractifs quand une caractéristique du tissu (318) est modulée entre le premier et le second signaux.

28. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27, dans lequel le premier capteur (312) non effractif est un capteur à base
optique.

29. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27, dans lequel le second capteur (316) non effractif est un capteur à base
optique.

30. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27, dans lequel le premier capteur (312) non effractif est un capteur de pH.

31. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27, dans lequel le second capteur (316) non effractif est un capteur de CO2
non effractif étalonné.

32. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 30, dans lequel le capteur de pH émet une lumière d’excitation dont la longueur
d’onde est comprise entre 300 nm et 400 nm.

33. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 30, dans lequel le capteur de pH détecte la lumière émise pour le tissu (318)
dont la longueur d’onde est comprise entre 400 et 600 nm.
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34. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 30, dans lequel le capteur de pH détecte la fluorescence du NADH dans le
tissu (318).

35. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27 comprenant, en outre, un module interface patient (310) pour loger le
premier et le second capteurs (312, 316) non effractifs.

36. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27 comprenant, en outre, un modulateur (314) pour moduler la caractéristique
du tissu (318) dans la région du tissu (318) où le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques sont mesurés.

37. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 36, dans lequel le modulateur (314) inclut un membre (520) extensible pour
faire pression sur la région du tissu (318) où le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques sont mesurés.

38. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 33, dans lequel le modulateur (314) inclut un membre réagissant à la chaleur
pour modifier la température de la région du tissu (318) où le premier et le second paramères physiologiques sont
mesurés.

39. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 36 comprenant, en outre, un module interface patient (310), le premier et le
second capteurs (312, 316) non effractifs et le modulateur (314) étant logés dans le module interface patient (310).

40. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 39, dans lequel le modulateur (314) peut être retiré du module interface patient
(310), le premier et le second capteurs (312, 316) non effractifs étant en mesure de réaliser des mesures du premier
et du second paramètres physiologiques respectivement après que le modulateur (314) est retiré de l’interface
patient (310).

41. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 27, dans lequel le processeur (302) calcule les constantes d’étalonnage pour
le premier paramètre physiologique à partir du premier et du second signaux provenant du premier et du second
capteurs (312, 316) non effractifs.

42. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 41, dans lequel le processeur (302) produit des valeurs étalonnées pour le
premier paramètre physiologique à partir des signaux de mesure reçus du premier capteur (312) non effractif et
des constantes d’étalonnage.

43. Appareil (300) selon la revendication 42, dans lequel le processeur (302) effectue une vérification des constantes
d’étalonnage en mesurant le premier et le second paramètres physiologiques avant et après l’application d’un
stimulus au tissu (318).
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