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(54) Apparatus and method for measuring blood components

(57) A blood component measuring apparatus in-
cludes a fixing device for fixing an examinee's body part,
a light source portion for irradiating light to a tissue to
be examined of the examinee's body part in a state
where the light source portion is covered by the tissue
to be examined, a photo-detector for detecting light
passing through the tissue to be examined, the photo-
detector being disposed facing the light source portion,

and an analyzer for analyzing the light detected by the
photo-detector. The fixing device includes a first fixing
member for fixing a portion, which is connected to the
tissue to be examined, of the examinee's body part and
a second fixing member for fixing the other portion,
which is connected to the tissue to be examined, of the
examinee's body part. The first and second fixing mem-
bers are designed to move based on a region where the
tissue to be examined is to be located.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus and method for measuring bio-tissue components, and more
particularly, to an apparatus and method for measuring blood components such as blood sugar.
[0002] A human body consists of 73% water and 27% other components. 1/3 of the water is extracellular, while 2/3
is intracellular. Among the extracellular water, 3/4 is interstitial fluid, while 1/4 is intravascular fluid. The blood sugar
refers to the concentration of glucose in blood. The concentration of glucose contained in the blood flowing along a
capillary vessel is similar to that of the interstitial fluid.
[0003] The human body tissue consists of flexible cells between which the interstitial fluid exists. Therefore, when
external pressure is applied to the tissue, the tissue is depressed and the interstitial fluid travels.
[0004] When a spectrum of a blood component is measured, the measured result may vary in accordance with a
variety of conditions such as a surface state of a measured tissue, pressure applied to the tissue, and the like. Therefore,
in order to predict the concentration of a specific component in the tissue, there is a need for an active control of the
measured tissue. In addition, it is methodologically important how to control the tissue measured.
[0005] FIGS. 1 and 2 show why such an active control and control method are important.
[0006] FIG. 1 shows absorbance spectrums of blood components such as glucose, hemoglobin, albumin, triacetine,
and gamma (y )-globulin and an absorbance spectrum of water. The absorbance spectrums G2, G3, G4, G5, and G6
of hemoglobin, glucose, albumin, triacetine, and gamma (y )-globulin are obtained by extracting the absorbance spec-
trum of the water from an absorbance spectrum (not shown) of aqueous solution of each component having a path
length of 0.5 mm with respect to a near infrared ray.
[0007] In FIG. 1, the left-longitudinal axis represents each absorbance of major blood components and the right-
longitudinal axis represents an absorbance of the water.
[0008] As shown in FIG. 1, the absorbance of the water at each of the wave bands 1600 nm and 2200 nm is greater
than those of other blood components by more than 20 times. It can be further noted that the near infrared ray absorption
band of the glucose and the near infrared ray absorption bands of other blood components overlap one another.
[0009] As optical technologies and statistical analysis technologies are advancing, active researches are being con-
ducted for measuring the blood sugar using light in the near infrared ray range without using the blood. However, there
has been no satisfactory result due to a variety of causes such as a light scattering, a relatively high absorbance of
the water, an interference caused by the overlap of the near infrared ray absorption bands of the glucose and other
blood components, and diversity of the tissue to be examined.
[0010] Accordingly, when the blood components are measured using the light in the near infrared ray range, it is
required to properly control the tissue to be examined in a direction where a signal-to-noise ratio is increased by
enlarging variation of the body fluid while correcting the influence of the tissue that may vary each time the measurement
is performed, considering the results shown in FIG. 1.
[0011] The inventor of the present invention measured an absorbance of an aqueous solution having a thickness of
0.5 mm and containing 500 mg of glucose using a conventional apparatus and method. Only the absorbance of the
glucose can be obtained by extracting the absorbance of the water from the whole absorbance of the aqueous solution.
[0012] The measured results are shown in Table 1. The measured results shown in Table 1 correspond to the ab-
sorbance of the glucose contained in a soft tissue having a thickness of 2 mm.

[0013] The inventor further measured the absorbance variation of a 1.7 mm thickness web tissue between the thumb
and the index finger using the conventional apparatus and method. FIG. 2 shows the measured results.
[0014] Through the measured results shown in FIG. 2, the absorbance variation of the web tissue having a thickness
greater than 1.7 mm can be assumed.
[0015] Referring to FIG. 2, it can be noted that, when light having a wavelength of 1650 nm is used, the absorbance
variation is about ±0.03 Abs. It can be further noted that, when light having a wavelength of 2200 nm is used, the
absorbance variation is about ±0.05 Abs.
[0016] When comparing results shown in Table 1 with the results of FIG. 2, it can be noted that, when the light having
the wavelength of 1650 nm is used, the repeated measuring error (±0.03 Abs) is more than 100 times greater than the
absorbance (0.0006 Abs) of the glucose. It can be further noted that, when the light having the wavelength of 2200
nm is used, the repeated measuring error (0.05 Abs) is 40 times greater than the absorbance (0.00209 Abs).
[0017] As described above, when the blood components such as the blood sugar are measured without properly
controlling the tissue measured, the absorbance variation according to the repeated measurements becomes much

[Table 1]

Wavelength (nm) 1689 (peak) 2094 (peak) 2238 (valley) 2274 (peak) 2360 (peak)

Absorbance 0.0006 0.0046 0.00209 0.00246 0.00507



EP 1 516 579 A1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

3

greater than the actual absorbance of the tissue to be examined. When the absorbance variation is increased, the
reproducibility is deteriorated. That is, the absorbance of a tissue measured may vary whenever being measured. As
a result, the absorbance measuring results are not reliable and the blood component data obtained through the ab-
sorbance analysis are indefensible.
[0018] According to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided a blood component measuring apparatus
comprising: a fixing apparatus for fixing an examinee's body part; a light source portion for irradiating light to a tissue
to be examined of the examinee's body part in a state where the light source portion is covered by the tissue to be
examined; a photo-detector for detecting light passing through the tissue to be examined, the photo-detector facing
the light source portion; and an analyzer for analyzing the light detected by the photo-detector, wherein the fixing
apparatus comprises a first fixing member for fixing a portion, which is connected to the tissue to be examined, of the
examinee's body part; and a second fixing member for fixing the other part, which is connected to the tissue to be
examined, of the examinee's body part, wherein the first and second fixing members are designed to move based on
a region where the tissue to be examined is to be located.
[0019] The present invention provides a blood component measuring apparatus that can measure blood components
such as blood sugar without using blood and can minimize absorbance variation (i.e., the measurement error) that
may be caused by variation of an interfacing between the measuring apparatus and the tissue to be examined.
[0020] The first and second fixing members may be provided on the same base plate so that the first and second
fixing members are pivotted on their axes fixed on the same base plate.
[0021] The first fixing member may comprise a first support pivotable on a fixed portion; a movable member mounted
on the first support and providing a space where the part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part is located,
a portion of the movable member being movable to vary the size of the space in response to a size of the part connected
to the tissue of the examinee's body part; and an adjustor for adjusting movement of the movable member.
[0022] The first fixing member may further comprise a catching means for pulling the part connected to the tissue of
the examinee's body part downward or outward.
[0023] The adjustor may comprise a first adjustor for increasing the space in a longitudinal direction of the first portion
of the examinee's body part and a second adjustor for increasing the space in a perpendicular direction to the longi-
tudinal direction of the part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part.
[0024] The blood component measuring apparatus may further comprise a stopper for stopping a pivotal motion of
the first support.
[0025] The second fixing member may comprise a second support pivotable on a fixed portion; a supporting member
mounted on the second support to support the other part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part, the
supporting member being movable to meet a size of the other part of the examinee's body part; a catcher for pulling
a portion of the tissue to be examined; a movable member for moving the catcher; and an adjustor for adjusting move-
ment of the supporting member.
[0026] The catcher may comprise an upper member and a lower member contacting.
[0027] The blood component measuring apparatus may further comprise a stopper for stopping rotation of the second
support.
[0028] The light source portion may comprise: a light source for irradiating the light and a photo-guider for guiding
the light irradiated from the light source portion to the tissue to be examined.
[0029] The photo-guider may be provided with a heater for adjusting a temperature of the tissue to be examined.
Preferably, the heater is formed on a surface of the photo-guider or formed enclosing the photo-guider.
[0030] The photo-detector may comprise: a photo-guide pillar contacting the tissue to be examined to guide the light
passing through the tissue to be examined; and a protecting tube enclosing the photo-guide pillar and make an inter-
facing area between the photo-guide pillar and the tissue to be examined gentle. The protecting tube comprises: a
portion in parallel with the photo-guide pillar and a portion bent from the parallel portion toward a lower end of the
photo-guide pillar. The bent portion is inclined at an angle of 30-60°with respect to a horizontal plane which is perpen-
dicular to the photo-guide pillar is disposed.
[0031] According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a blood component measuring method
using the above-described apparatus, the method comprising: mounting the examinee's body part on the fixing appa-
ratus such that the light source portion contact a first surface of the tissue to be examined of the examinee's body part;
uniformly maintaining a temperature of the tissue to be examined of the examinee's body part at a predetermined
temperature; applying a tension to the tissue to be examined; and obtaining desired data from the tissue to be examined.
[0032] Another object of the present invention is to provide a blood component measuring method using the appa-
ratus.
[0033] The step of applying a tension may be performed before the step of uniformly maintaining a temperature.
[0034] The temperature of the tissue to be examined may be maintained in a range of 36-40°C.
[0035] The tension may be applied by spreading opposing portions of the examinee's body part. The tension may
be further applied by pulling the tissue to be examined in a state where the opposing portions of the examinee's body
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part are spread. In addition, the tension may be further applied by pulling or pressing a first region adjacent to a target
region of the tissue to be examined where the measurement is realized. The tension may be further applied by pulling
or pressing a second region adjacent to a target region of the tissue to be examined where the measurement is realized.
[0036] The blood component measuring method may further comprise fixing the examinee's body part itself.
[0037] The obtaining desired data further comprises: contacting the photo-detector with a second surface of the
tissue to be examined facing the light source portion; irradiating the light to one side of the tissue to be examined and
detecting the light passing through the tissue to be examined; amplifying the detected light; and analysing the amplified
light to output data on the blood component in the tissue to be examined.
[0038] A contacting portion between a periphery of the photo-detector and the tissue to be examined is inclined at
an angle of a range 30-60°.
[0039] The first region is pressed by pressure equal to or less than 0.5 N/mm2.
[0040] According to the above-described invention, the absorbance variation (i.e., the absorbance measuring error)
during the absorbance measuring process for measuring the blood components can be reduced. As a result, the re-
producibility with respect to the absorbance measuring condition can be enhanced, thereby improving the reliability of
blood components data obtained through the absorbance analysis.
[0041] The above and other features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent by de-
scribing in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a graph illustrating absorption spectrums of major blood components;
FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating absorbance variation of a web tissue having a thickness of 1.7 mm;
FIGS. 3a and 3b are graphs illustrating absorbance variation in accordance with control parameters relating to an
absorbance measurement;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a blood component measuring apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an examinee's body part fixing device depicted in FIG. 4;
FIG. 6 is a view of an examinee's body part that will be fixed on an examinee's body fixing device depicted in FIG. 5;
FIG. 7 is a sectional view of a photo-detector depicted in FIG. 4;
FIG. 8 is a block diagram for explaining a blood component measuring method using an apparatus depicted in
FIG. 4;
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a second operation depicted in FIG. 8; and
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a third operation depicted in FIG. 8.

[0042] The present invention will now be described more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown. The invention may, however, be embodied in many different forms
and should not be construed as being limited to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are
provided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the concept of the invention to
those skilled in the art. In the drawings, the thicknesses of layers and regions are exaggerated for clarity.
[0043] The inventor tested how factors affecting the measurement of the blood components affect the absorbance
measurement. FIGS. 3a and 3b show the test results.
[0044] In FIG. 3a, a left portion shows an absorbance variation of a tissue to be examined in response to temperature
variation, a middle portion shows an absorbance variation in accordance with the number of scans, and a right portion
shows an absorbance variation according to thickness variation of the tissue to be examined.
[0045] In FIG. 3b, a left portion shows an absorbance variation in accordance with inclined angle variation of a
periphery of a photo-detector for detecting light passing through the tissue to be examined, and a right portion shows
an absorbance variation in response to variation of pressure applied to the tissue to be examined.
[0046] Referring to FIGS. 3a and 3b, it can be noted that the temperature of the tissue to be examined is the factor
most affecting the absorbance variation, while the number of scans does not affect much the absorbance variation.
[0047] That is, the test results show that the temperature of the tissue to be examined becomes the most important
factor for measuring the blood components. Accordingly, it is preferable to maintain the temperature of the tissue to
be examined within a predetermined range. In order to enhance the reproducibility of the tissue to be examined, it is
further preferable that the temperature of the tissue to be examined be maintained as high as possible.
[0048] However, when it is taken into account that the tissue to be examined is a portion of a human body, there is
a limitation in increasing the temperature of the tissue to be examined. Therefore, it is preferable to maintain the
temperature of the tissue to be examined to be less than, for example, 40 °C, more preferably, to be in a range of 36-40
°C.
[0049] Secondly, the absorbance is affected by an angle between peripheries of the photo-detector and the tissue
to be examined. The absorbance variation caused by the angle can be attenuated by preventing a shape of the tissue
to be examined from being steeply varied. This will be described more in detail later.
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[0050] When light transmitting the tissue to be examined is measured, the reproducibility of the measurement can
be improved by thinning the tissue to be examined. However, it is difficult to thin the tissue to be examined when it is
taken into account that the tissue to be examined is a portion of the human body.
[0051] Generally, an examinee feels a pain when a pressure applied to the tissue to be examined becomes greater
than 0.5 N/mm2. Therefore, it is preferable that the pressure applied to the tissue to be examined be less than 0.5 N/
mm2.
[0052] Meanwhile, by making a thickness of the tissue to be examined uniform by uniformly spreading the tissue to
be examined, it is also possible to improve the absorbance reproducibility. That is, to spread the tissue to be examined,
it is preferable that relatively high pressure be applied to the tissue to be examined. However, it is preferable that the
pressure be less than a predetermined value so that the examinee does not feel the pain.
[0053] Therefore, the inventive apparatus has been made considering the above-described factors.
[0054] FIG. 4 shows a blood component measuring apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.
[0055] To minimize the absorbance variation, the present invention improves an interfacing between a part of human
body and an apparatus. The interfacing will be hereinafter called "IHA."
[0056] The IHA can be improved by (a) maintaining a temperature of the tissue to be examined as high as possible
during the measurement, (b) applying a pressure to maintain a thickness of the tissue to be examined as thin as
possible, (c) forming the angle as small as possible, and (d) fixing a light irradiation location during the measurement.
[0057] Referring to FIG. 4, the measuring apparatus includes a fixing device for fixing an examinee's body part. A
photo-guider 46 and a photo-detector 48 are respectively located on top and bottom of a tissue to be examined 42 of
the examinee's body part. Preferably, the photo guider 46 and the photo-detector 48 are disposed facing each other.
The photo guider 46 functions to guide light irradiated from a light source 44 to a target point of the tissue to be examined
42. The light source 44 and the photo-guider 46 constitute a light source portion. The photo-guider 46 is provided at
a surface with a heater 4a for uniformly maintaining a temperature of the tissue to be examined in a range of, for
example, 36-40 °C. The heater 46a may be provided in the form of enclosing the photo-guider 46. The photo-detector
48 detects light passing through the tissue to be examined 42. The photo-detector 48 is connected to an amplifier 50
connected to an analyzer 52. The amplifier 50 functions to amplify signal outputted from the photo-detector 48 and the
analyzer 52 analyses the amplified signal outputted from the amplifier 50 to output data on the blood component such
as the blood sugar contained in the tissue to be examined 42.
[0058] Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 6, a tissue 90 between a thumb F1 and an index finger F2 is preferable as the
tissue to be examined 42. However, other portions such as an earlobe, a lip, an eyelid, a spread skin, and the like that
are relatively thin as compared with other portions can also be used as the tissue to be examined 42.
[0059] The fixing device 40 for fixing the examinee's body can be formed in a variety of structures in accordance
with the shape of the tissue to be examined 42 of the examinee's body part. When the tissue to be examined 42 is the
tissue 90 between the thumb F1 and the index finger F2 (see FIG. 6), the fixing device 42 is formed as shown in FIG. 5.
[0060] In more detail, the fixing device 40 shown in FIG. 5 is for a left-handed person. The fixing device 40 comprises
a thumb fixing member 40a and an index finger fixing member 40b that are provided on a base plate 58. The thumb
and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b are widened from each other at a predetermined angle. One section of
the thumb fixing member 40a is fixed on the base plate 58 by a bolt 72 while the other section of the thumb fixing
member 40b is pivotable at a predetermined angle base plated on the fixed section. One section of the index finger
fixing member 40b is fixed near the thumb fixing member 40a on the base plate 40a by a bolt (not shown), and the
other section of the index finger fixing member 40b is pivotable by a predetermined angle with respect to a base plated
on the fixed section. The photo-guider 46 is disposed between the thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and
40b, and the heater 46a is formed on the surface of the photo-guider 46.
[0061] When the thumb F1 and the index finger F2 are respectively fixed on the thumb and index finger fixing members
40a and 40b, the tissue 90 between the thumb F1 and the index finger F2 is disposed on a top of the photo-guider 46
to cover a light emission hole through which the light is emitted. At this point, it is preferable that a first region A1 of
the tissue 90 is located on the center of the light emission hole. The first region A1 is a region through which the light
emitted from the light emission hole passes to allow the absorbance for measuring the blood component to be meas-
ured.
[0062] By spreading the thumb F1 from the index finger F2 at a predetermined angle using the thumb and index
finger fixing members 40a and 40b, it is possible to apply a predetermined tension to web tissue 90. At this point, it is
preferable that the predetermined tension is set as high as possible within a range where the examinee does not feel
the pain so that the absorbance can be more accurately measured by forming the thickness of the tissue 90 as thin
as possible. The thickness of the tissue can be further reduced by applying a predetermined pressure to a predeter-
mined region of the tissue 90 such as second and third regions A2 and A3. The pressure can be applied to one of or
both the second and third regions A2 and A3. The pressure can be applied to depress the second and third regions
A2 and A3 downward or to pull the same frontward.
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[0063] Referring again to FIG. 5, the thumb fixing member 40a comprises a first support 60 having a first section
fixed on the base plate 58 and a second section pivotable base plated on the fixed portion and a movable member 62
supported by the first support 60 to adjust a space of a thumb receiving region 66. The movable member 62 is designed
to move in a direction where the thumb receiving region 66 can be lengthened or shortened in accordance with a length
of the thumb and to move in a direction where the thumb receiving region 66 can be widened or narrowed in accordance
with a thickness of the thumb. A first adjustor 68 is provided on, for example, one end of the first support 60. While
rotating clockwise or counterclockwise, the first adjustor 68 moves the movable member 62 so that the thumb receiving
region 66 can meet the length of the thumb. A second adjustor 70 is provided on, for example, one side of the movable
member 62. While rotating clockwise or counterclockwise, the second adjustor 70 adjusts the thumb receiving region
66 such that the thumb receiving region 66 can be widened or narrowed in response to the thickness of the thumb.
The reference numeral 64 indicates a first pressing member for applying pressure to the second region A1. The first
pressing member 64 is pivotally fixed in a vertical direction. That is, in order to allow the thumb to be placed in the
thumb receiving region 66, the first pressing member 64 is first pivoted upward so that the thumb can received in the
thumb receiving region 66, after which the first pressing member 64 is pivoted downward to apply predetermined force
to the second region A2 of the tissue 90 shown in FIG. 6).
[0064] A stopper (not shown) for stopping the thumb fixing member 40a from pivoting at a predetermined angle may
be placed under the second adjustor 70.
[0065] The index finger fixing member 40b comprises an index finger support 76 for receiving the index finger, tissue
catchers 78 and 80 for fixing the third region A3 of the tissue 90 shown in FIG. 6, a movable member 82 for moving
the tissue catchers 78 and 80, and a second support 74 for supporting these elements. The ) second support 74 is
pivotally fixed on the base plate 58. The index finger support 76 is designed to be movable in response to a length of
the index finger. To move the index finger support 76, a third adjustor 84 is provided on one end of the second support
74. While rotating clockwise or counterclockwise, the third adjustor 84 moves the index finger support 76 toward or
away from a fixing portion of the second support 74. First corresponding ends of the tissue catchers 78 and 80 contact
each other when the tissue 90 is not fitted between them. When the thumb F1 and the index finger F2 are respectively
placed in the thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b, second corresponding ends of the tissue catchers
78 and 80, which are opposite to the first corresponding ends, are pushed to thereby define a predetermined gap
between the first corresponding ends of the tissue catchers 78 and 80. In this state, the third region A3 of the tissue
90 is fitted in the gap defined between the first corresponding ends of the tissue catchers 78 and 80, after which, when
the pushing force is released, the third region A3 of the tissue 90 is fixed by a pressing force of the tissue catchers 78
and 80. The tissue catchers 78 and 80 are disposed on an identical line where the movable member 82 is disposed
so that the tissue catchers 78 and 80 can move in a direction where the movable member 82 moves. For example,
there is a need for providing predetermined tension to the tissue 90. That is, after the third region A3 of the tissue 90
is fixed between the tissue catchers 78 and 80, the tissue catchers 78 and 80 are moved away from the tissue 90 by
moving the movable member 82 outward to apply the tension to the tissue 90. To prevent the movable member 82
from displacing after the movable member 82 moves by a predetermined distance, a stopper (not shown) and a stopper
release member (not shown) can be further provided. After the measurement for the tissue 90 is finished or in order
to return the tissue catchers 78 and 80 to their initial locations, the stopper is released by the stopper release member.
In addition, after the second support 74 on which the tissue catchers 78 and 80, the movable member 82 and the index
finger support 76 are mounted is pivoted at a predetermined angle, the second support 74 is maintained at its pivoted
angle by a stopper 86. The stopper 86 allows the second support 74 to be screw-coupled on the base plate 58,
[0066] The reference numeral 88 in FIG. 8 indicates a base plate for attaching the photo-guider 46 to the light source
(44 in FIG. 4) disposed under the photo guider 46. The thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b and the
photo-guider 46 can be mounted on a single base plate attached on the light source 44. Alternatively, in a state where
the photo-guider 46 is directly attached on the light source 44, a single base plate provided with a hole through which
the photo-guider 46 passes and on which the thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b are mounted can
be attached on the light source 44.
[0067] The photo-detector 48 contacting the top of the first region A1 of the tissue 90, as shown in FIG. 7, comprises
a photo-guide pillar 100 and a protecting tube 102 disposed at a predetermined interval around the photo-guide pillar
100. The photo-guide pillar 100 functions to guide the light emitted from the photo-guider 46 and transmit the first
region A1 of the tissue 90 to the amplifier 50. The photo-guide pillar 100 is formed in a cylindrical shape of circular or
oval sections, or a prism, preferably, in a rectangular prism. The protecting tube 102 protects the photo-guide pillar
100 and makes an interfacing area between the photo-detector 48 and the first region A1 gentle. As a result, since a
portion of the first region A1, which is defined on an inner side of the protecting tube 102, becomes flat, the photo-
guide pillar 100 can contact the flat first region A1. The protecting tube 102 comprises a portion 102a in parallel with
the photo-guide pillar 100 and a portion 102b bent from the parallel portion 102a toward a lower end of the photo-guide
pillar 100. The bent portion 102b extends to almost reach the photo-guide pillar 100. The bent portion 102b is inclined
at a predetermined angle θ with respect to a horizontal plane on which a bottom of the photo-guide pillar 100 is disposed.
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[0068] When the tissue to be examined is the web-tissue 90 shown in FIG. 6, it is preferable that the predetermined
inclined angle θ be equal to or less than 60°, more preferably, be in a range of 30-60 °.
[0069] When the tissue to be examined is not the web-tissue 90 but other tissue, the inclined angle may be varied.
[0070] In addition, a hand fixing member may be further provided. That is, in a state where the thumb F1 and the
index finger F2 are respectively fixed on the thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b, the hand, for example,
a wrist can be fixed by the hand fixing member.
[0071] A blood component measuring method using the above-described apparatus will be described hereinafter.
[0072] Referring first to FIG. 8, the blood component measuring method of the present invention is comprises of first
to third operations S1, S2, and S3.
[0073] The first operation S1 is for adjusting a temperature of the tissue to be examined of the examinee (i.e., the
first region A1 of the tissue 90 shown in FIG. 6) to a predetermined temperature. The temperature of the tissue to be
examined is adjusted by the heater 46a provided on the photo-guider 46. At this point, although it is preferable to
maintain a temperature of the tissue to be examined as high as possible, when it is taken into account that the tissue
to be examined is a portion of the human body, it is preferable that the temperature of the tissue to be examined is
uniformly maintained in a range of, for example, 36-40 °C.
[0074] Before the first operation S1 is performed, the thumb F1 and the index finger F1 are respectively fixed on the
thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b and the tissue 90 between the thumb F1 and the index finger F1
is located on the top of the photo-guider 46, in the course of which, by operating the first to third adjustors 68, 70 and
84, the thumb and the index finger are comfortably fixed on the thumb and index finger fixing members 40a and 40b.
In addition, using the hand fixing member, the hand (the wrist) can be also fixed.
[0075] The second operation S2 is for adjusting tension of the tissue to be examined to a predetermined level.
[0076] The order of performing the first and second operations S1 and S2 can be changed. That is, after the tension
of the tissue to be examined is adjusted, the temperature of the same can be adjusted.
[0077] FIG. 9 shows a detailed process of the second operation S2.
[0078] As shown in Fig. 9, the second operation S2 includes an operation S2a for spreading the tissue to be examined
at a predetermined angle and an operation S2b for deforming the tissue to be examined in a direction where the tension
occurs.
[0079] In the step S2a, it is preferable that the circumference of the tissue to be examined until the tissue to be
examined is completely spread within a range where the examinee does not feel pain. The spreading of the tissue to
be examined can be varied according to a kind of the tissue to be examined. For example, when the tissue to be
examined is the tissue 90 between the thumb F1 and the index finger F2, the tissues 90 of the examinees may be
different in a thickness from each other. Accordingly, it is preferable that the opening angle between the thumb F1 and
the index finger F2 is varied according to each individual. However, it is preferable that the measuring condition of the
tissue 90 be identically maintained.
[0080] In the operation S2b, tension is applied to a specific region of the tissue to be examined spread in the operation
S2a.
[0081] In more detail, although the tissue to be examined is already, there is a need for further applying a tension to
the tissue to be examined to adjust, for example, a thickness of the same.
[0082] There are two methods for applying the tension to the tissue to be examined.
[0083] In a first method, in a state where the thumb F1 is placed in the thumb receiving region 66 of the thumb fixing
member 40a, a predetermined force is applied to a specific region, for example, to the second region A2 of the tissue
90 using the first pressing member 64. By the applied force, the second region A2 of the tissue 90 is depressed down-
ward, thereby applying the tension to the tissue 90.
[0084] In a second method, after the thumb F1 is fixed on the thumb fixing member 40a, a pulling force is applied to
the third region A3 using the tissue catchers 78 and 80. When the third region A3 is pulled, the tension is applied to
the tissue 90.
[0085] Meanwhile, in order to apply the tension to the tissue 90, the first and second methods can be simultaneously
used. That is, the pressing force can be applied to the second region A2 of the tissue 90 while the pulling force is
applied to the third region A3 by the tissue catchers 78 and 80.
[0086] In the first method, instead of using the first pressing member 64 to apply force to the second region A2, a
second tissue catcher (not shown) similar to the tissue catchers 78 and 80 can be used to full the second region A2.
[0087] The third operation S3 can be sub-divided into three operations as shown in Fig. 10.
[0088] That is, the third operation S3 includes: an operation S3a for irradiating light to the tissue to be examined, an
operation S3b for detecting light transmitting the tissue to be examined, and an operation S3c for analysing the light
detected in the operation S3b.
[0089] In more detail, in the operation S3a, the light is irradiated to the bottom of the tissue to be examined (i.e., a
bottom of the first region A1 shown in Fig. 6), which contacts the top of the photo-guider 46. At this point, it is preferable
that the light is of the near infrared ray. In the operation S3b, the photo-detector 48 closely contacts the top of the tissue



EP 1 516 579 A1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

8

to be examined, facing the photo-guider 46 (see FIG. 7). In this state, the photo-detector 48 detects the light containing
blood component information in the tissue to be examined, the light being irradiated from the photo-guider 46 and
passing through the tissue to be examined. A thickness of the tissue to be examined can be adjusted by adjusting
pressure in the course of closely contacting the photo-detector 48 on the tissue to be examined. At this point, it is
preferable that the thickness of the tissue to be examined is adjusted by applying a pressure of 0.5 N/mm2. However,
the pressure can be varied in accordance with the examinee. For example, when the examinee feels pain by the
pressure of 0.5 N/mm2 applied to the tissue to be examined, it is preferable that the pressure is less than 0.5 N/mm2.
[0090] In the operation S3c for analysing the detected light, the light detected by the photo-detector 48 is amplified
by the amplifier 50. The amplified light is analysed by the analyzer 52. The analyzer 52 outputs data on the blood
components in the tissue to be examined.
[0091] A test for measuring the blood sugar of the tissue 90 depicted in FIG. 6 was performed to demonstrate the
advantages of the present invention.
[0092] According to test results, it was noted that, when the near infrared ray having a wavelength of 1650 nm is
used, the absorbance variation is about ±0.007 Abs. It was further noted that, when the near infrared ray having a
wavelength of 2200 nm was used, the absorbance variation was about ±0.013 Abs.
[0093] Referring to Table 1 showing the comparison between the test results obtained by using the apparatus and
method of the present invention and the test results obtained by using the conventional apparatus, it can be noted the
absorbance variation measured by the apparatus and method of the present invention is much less than that measured
by the conventional apparatus.
[0094] The apparatus of the present invention can be used in many applications for measuring a variety of compo-
nents in the human body not only blood sugar by using light in all bands as well as near infrared rays.
[0095] Furthermore, the apparatus of the present invention is designed to use a reaction between the near infrared
ray and the blood components. Therefore, the inventive apparatus can be employed to measure a bio signal such as
a pulse and tissue hydration.
[0096] As described above, the apparatus of the present invention has an advantage of applying uniform tension to
the tissue to be examined, while uniformly maintaining the thickness of the tissue to be examined. In addition, the
contacting portion between a periphery of the photo-detector and the tissue to be examined can be formed having a
gentle inclination, and the temperature of the tissue to be examined can be uniformly maintained within a predetermined
range. Therefore, when the apparatus of the present invention is used to measure the blood components, the repro-
ducibility with respect to the measuring condition can be enhanced, thereby minimizing the absorbance variation and
improving the reliability of blood component data obtained through the analysis of the absorbance.
[0097] While the present invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to exemplary embod-
iments thereof, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and details may
be made therein without departing from the scope of the present invention as defined by the following claims.
[0098] For example, although the index finger support 76 depicted in FIG. 5 is designed to simply support the index
finger, it can be designed to completely enclose the index finger. Furthermore, the thumb and index finger fixing mem-
bers 40a and 40b can be designed to be connected to each other in the form of a mitten. That is, the index finger fixing
member 40b can be replaced with a fixing member in which all of fingers except for the thumb can be inserted.

Claims

1. A blood component measuring apparatus comprising:

a fixing apparatus for fixing an examinee's body part;
a light source portion for irradiating light to a tissue to be examined of the examinee's body part in a state
where the light source portion is covered by the tissue to be examined;
a photo-detector for detecting light passing through the tissue to be examined, the photo-detector facing the
light source portion; and
an analyzer for analyzing the light detected by the photo-detector,

wherein the fixing apparatus comprises:

a first fixing member for fixing a part, which is connected to the tissue to be examined, of the examinee's body
part; and
a second fixing member for fixing another part, which is connected to the tissue to be examined, of the exam-
inee's body part, wherein the first and second fixing members are designed to move based on a region where
the tissue to be examined is to be located.
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2. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and second fixing members are provided
on the same base plate so that the first and second fixing members are pivotted on their axes fixed on the same
base.

3. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 1 or 2, wherein the first fixing member comprises:

a first support pivotable on a fixed portion;
a movable member mounted on the first support and providing a space where the part connected to the tissue
is located, a portion of the movable member being movable to vary the size of the space in response to a size
of the first part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part; and
an adjustor for adjusting movement of the movable member.

4. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 3, wherein the first fixing member further comprises a pressing
means for pressing the part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part.

5. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 3 or 4, wherein the first fixing member further comprises a
catching means for pulling the part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part downward or outward.

6. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 3, 4 or 5, wherein the adjustor comprises a first adjustor for
increasing the space in a longitudinal direction of the part connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part and
a second adjustor for increasing the space in a perpendicular direction to the longitudinal direction of the part
connected to the tissue of the examinee's body part.

7. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 3, 4, 5 or 6, further comprising a stopper for stopping a pivotal
motion of the first support.

8. The blood component measuring apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the second fixing member comprises:

a second support pivotable on a fixed portion;
a supporting member mounted on the second support to support the other part connected to the tissue of the
examinee's body part, the supporting member being movable to meet a size of the other part of the examinee's
body part;
a catcher for pulling a portion of the tissue to be examined;
a movable member for moving the catcher; and
an adjustor for adjusting movement of the supporting member.

9. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 8, wherein the catcher comprises an upper member and a
lower member.

10. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 8 or 9, further comprising a stopper for stopping rotation of
the second support.

11. The blood component measuring apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the light source portion comprises a
light source for irradiating the light and a photo-guider for guiding the light irradiated from the light source portion
to the tissue to be examined.

12. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 11, wherein the photo-guider is provided with a heater for
adjusting a temperature of the tissue to be examined during measurement.

13. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 12, wherein the heater is formed on a surface of the photo-
guider or formed enclosing the photo-guider.

14. The blood component measuring apparatus of any preceding claim, wherein the photo-detector comprises:

a photo-guide pillar contacting the tissue to be examined to guide the light passing through the tissue to be
examined; and
a protecting tube enclosing the photo-guide pillar and make an interfacing area between the photo-guide pillar
and the tissue to be examined gentle.
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15. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 14, wherein the protecting tube comprises a portion in parallel
with the photo-guide pillar and a portion bent toward a lower end of the photo-guide pillar.

16. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 15, wherein the bent portion is inclined at an angle of
30-60°with respect to a horizontal plane which is perpendicular to the photo-guide pillar.

17. The blood component measuring apparatus of any preceding claim,
wherein the examinee's body part is an examinee's hand, and the tissue to be examined is a web tissue between
a thumb and an index finger of the hand.

18. The blood component measuring apparatus of claim 17, further comprising a fixing member for fixing the arm or
the wrist.

19. A blood component measuring method using the apparatus claimed in claim 1, the method comprising:

mounting the examinee's body part on the fixing apparatus such that the light source portion contacts a first
surface of the tissue to be examined of the examinee's body part;
uniformly maintaining a temperature of the tissue to be examined of the examinee's body part at a predeter-
mined temperature;
applying a tension to the tissue to be examined; and
obtaining desired data from the tissue to be examined.

20. The blood component measuring method of claim 19, wherein the applying the tension is performed before the
uniformly maintaining a temperature.

21. The blood component measuring method of claim 19 or 20, wherein the temperature of the tissue to be examined
is maintained in a range of 36-40 °C.

22. The blood component measuring method of claim 19, 20 or 21, wherein the tension is applied by spreading op-
posing portions of the examinee's body part.

23. The blood component measuring method of claim 22, wherein the tissue to be examined is transformed by pulling
in a state where the opposing portions of the examinee's body part is spread.

24. The blood component measuring method of claim 23, wherein the tissue to be examined is transformed by pulling
or pressing a first region adjacent to a target region of the tissue to be examined where the measurement is realized.

25. The blood component measuring method of claim 23, wherein the tissue to be examined is transformed by pulling
or pressing a second region adjacent to a target region of the tissue to be examined where the measurement is
realized.

26. The blood component measuring method of any of claims 19 to 25, further comprising fixing the examinee's body
part itself.

27. The blood component measuring method of any of claims 19 to 26, wherein the obtaining desired data further
comprises:

contacting the photo-detector with a second surface of the tissue to be examined facing the light source portion;
irradiating the light to one side of the tissue to be examined and detecting the light passing through the tissue
to be examined;
amplifying the detected light; and
analysing the amplified light to output data on the blood component in the tissue to be examined.

28. The blood component measuring method of claim 27, wherein a contacting portion between a periphery of the
photo-detector and the tissue to be examined is inclined at an angle of a range 30-60°.

29. The blood component measuring method of claim 24, wherein the first region is pressed by a pressure equal to
or less than 0.5 N/mm2.
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30. The blood component measuring method of claim 24, wherein the tissue to be examined is transformed by pulling
or pressing a second region adjacent to the target region of the tissue to be examined where the measurement is
realized.
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