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Description
Field

[0001] The invention relates to data transfer in a user-
specific portable heart rate monitor system.

Background

[0002] A user-specific portable heart rate monitor sys-
tem typically comprises a user wearable structure such
as a transmitter belt to be placed around the user’s chest.
The user wearable structure comprises an electronic cir-
cuit for detecting an electrocardiogram from the surface
of the user’s skin and for transmitting the electrocardio-
gram or a pulse characterizing a part thereof wirelessly
to a user interface unit of the heart rate monitor, which
typically is a wrist receiver to be placed on the user's
wrist. The data on heart activity may be stored and proc-
essed in the user interface unit. The data may later be
transferred from the user interface to an external com-
puter for further processing. Patent document US
20060229523 presents a portable cardiac monitor in-
cluding a range limiter. Patent document WO 9830145
presents a universal ECG interface cable.

[0003] The transmitting and storing of the data is com-
plicated. Besides, wireless transmission is not always
possible.

[0004] Itis therefore useful to consider techniques that
allow improvements in storing and transferring the meas-
ured data.

Brief description of the invention

[0005] Anobjectofthe inventionis to provide improved
data transfer. According to an aspect of the invention,
there is provided a data transfer component in independ-
ent claim 1.

[0006] The invention provides several advantages.
The measured data can be stored during measurement
and easily transferred to an external device.

List of drawings

[0007] In the following, the invention will be described
in greater detail by means of embodiments and the ac-
companying drawings, in which

Figure 1 shows a user-specific performance monitor
system;

Figure 2 illustrates a data transfer component, a
heart sensor and their coupling elements;

Figure 3 illustrates a second distribution of opera-
tional elements between the data transfer compo-
nent and the heart sensor;

Figure 4 illustrates a third distribution of operational
elements between the data transfer component and
the heart sensor;
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Figure 5illustrates a fourth distribution of operational
elements between the data transfer component and
the heart sensor;

Figure 6 illustrates a coupling between the data
transfer component and the heart sensor;

Figure 7 illustrates a detection automaton for receiv-
ing electric power to the data transfer component;
Figure 8 illustrates charging of the power source in
the data transfer component;

Figure 9 illustrates an embodiment where the data
transfer component feeds electric power to a sepa-
rate device through the coupling therebetween;
Figure 10 illustrates the data transfer component
with an additional sensor; and

Figure 11 presents a flow chart of a method.

Description of embodiments

[0008] The following embodiments are exemplary. Al-
though the specification may refer to "an", "one", or
"some" embodiment(s) in several locations, this does not
necessarily mean that each such reference is to the same
embodiment(s), or that the feature only applies to a single
embodiment. Single features of different embodiments
may also be combined to provide other embodiments.
[0009] Figure 1 presents a general concept of a port-
able user-specific performance monitor system such as
a heart rate monitor. Polar Electro® designs and manu-
factures heart rate monitors and accessories for them.
The user interface unit 20 may be a computer worn on
the wrist, like a watch, but it may well be implemented
on another kind of platform, such as a subscriber terminal
of a radio system: a mobile telephone, for example. The
user interface unit 20 may also be a sports watch for use
as an instrument in sports. The user interface 20 may
communicate with a user wearable structure 30. Howev-
er, the user interface unit 20 is not necessarily needed
in the present solution.

[0010] A datatransfercomponent 100 and a heart sen-
sor 106 (see Fig. 2to 11) may reside in the user wearable
structure 30 which may be a belt worn around the chest
of a person 10 using it. The user wearable structure 30
may also be a garment such as a shirt, an undervest, a
top, a bra, or the like. The user wearable structure 30
may include metal or electrically conductive fabric elec-
trodes in the heart sensor 106 for the electric contacts
attachable to the person’s skin. The fabric electrode may
be, for example, felt, cloth, textile, or tissue. Electrodes
108 detect an electric signal that carries data on heart
activity from the person’s skin.

[0011] In an embodiment, the heart sensor 108 is
based on an optical, acoustic or mechanical heart activity
measurement.

[0012] In an embodiment, the user wearable structure
30 is a wrist strap.

[0013] In general, data includes a desirable piece of
information and an irrelevant and/or undesirable piece
of information. Cardiac data may include heart rate infor-
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mation, beat-to-beat intervals, and/or an electrocardio-
gram (ECGQG) as desirable information. Although cardiac
data may be described using a frequency domain varia-
ble, i.e. the heart rate, in characterizing the cardiac data,
the cardiac data may also be based on a time-domain
approach, i.e., the heart beat intervals.

[0014] The wearable structure 30 may further com-
prise a supporting structure for supporting the data trans-
fer component 100 so that the data transfer component
100 and the heart sensor 106 are reliably attached to
each other during use.

[0015] Figure 2 illustrates a data transfer component
100 and a heart sensor 106 in more detail. In an example
not forming part of the claimed invention according to
Figure 2, the data transfer component 100 comprises a
separate heart sensor connector 103 and a standard
electromechanical interface 102.

[0016] The data transfer component 100 is typically
small in size and easily transferrable from a device to
another.

[0017] In an embodiment of the invention, the data
transfer component 100 comprises a waterproof plastic
casing with an elongated structure. The external dimen-
sions may be 3to 10 mm (thickness), 10to 20 mm (width),
and 20 to 40 mm (length).

[0018] The heart sensor connector 103 is repeatedly
connectable and disconnectable. The heart sensor con-
nector 103 enables an electromechanical coupling with
a counterpart 101 of the heart sensor 106. The heart
sensor 106 may receive cardiac data on the heart activity
of a person 10 when electrodes 108 are in contact with
the person’s skin. The data transfer component 100 may
receive and store cardiac data while the heart sensor
connector 103 and the counterpart 101 are coupled.
Transferred cardiac data may include cardiac data on
heart activity and/or some other data, such as user iden-
tification data, encryption data, and data associated with
measurement variables.

[0019] An electromechanical coupling in this context
comprises a galvanic connection between the heart sen-
sor connector 103 and counterpart 101 of the heart sen-
sor 106. The electromechanical coupling further compris-
es a mechanical coupling between the heart sensor con-
nector 103 and the counterpart 101. The mechanical cou-
pling may be implemented with a male-female-type cou-
pling, forexample. In an embodiment, common members
are used for providing both the mechanical and electric
coupling. In an embodiment, the electromechanical cou-
pling is provided by press-studs.

[0020] In an embodiment, the electromechanical cou-
pling also comprises an optical or inductive coupling.
[0021] Inan embodiment, the data transfer component
100 comprises an amplifier 110 for amplifying signals
carrying the cardiac data.

[0022] Inan embodiment, the data transfer component
100 comprises an analog-to-digital converter 112 for con-
verting a signal carrying the cardiac data from an analog
form into a digital form.
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[0023] Inanembodiment, the data transfer component
100 comprises a controller 112 for processing the cardiac
data. The processing may comprise controlling memory
read/write operations, for example.

[0024] Inanembodiment, the data transfer component
100 comprises a memory 116. The memory 116 may be
areadable and writable mass memory implemented with
a chip, for example. The memory 116 may comprise a
flash memory, EEPROM (Electronically Erasable Pro-
grammable Read-Only Memory) and/or RAM (Random
Access Memory).

[0025] Inanembodiment, the data transfer component
100 comprises an amplifier 110, an analog-to-digital con-
verter 112, acontroller 114, and amemory 116. However,
the distribution of these means between the data transfer
component 100 and the heart sensor 106 may vary de-
pending on the embodiment.

[0026] In an embodiment of the invention, the heart
sensor 106 is detachably mountable to the user wearable
structure 30, for example, by a press-stud or some other
quick-disconnect fitting, but another type of fastening
means may also be used. In such a case, both the heart
sensor 106 and the data transfer component 100 may
be detached and attached to the user wearable structure
30. The user wearable structure 30 may further comprise
a supporting structure for supporting the data transfer
component 100 so that the data transfer component 100
and the heart sensor 106 are reliably attached to each
other and the user wearable structure 30 during use.
[0027] In an embodiment of the invention, the heart
sensor 100 consists of electrodes 108 which are perma-
nently fixed and/or integrated into the wearable structure
30. The data transfer component 100 may comprise an
electromechanical instant coupling member, such as
press-stud, for repeatedly connecting and disconnecting
the data transfer component 100 with the counterpart
101 of the heart sensor 106.

[0028] The standard electromechanical interface 102
complies with a standard mechanical structure, pin order,
pin function, and possibly a data transfer protocol. The
standard electromechanical interface 102 may comply
with the following standardized bus types: a generation
of a USB (Universal Serial Bus) port, such as USB A,
USB B, mini-USB, and/or a HDMI (High Definition Multi-
media interface).

[0029] In an embodiment, the user wearable structure
30 may comprise a transmitter 500, 502 transmitting elec-
tromagnetic radiation or magnetic pulses carrying cardi-
ac data.

[0030] Inan embodiment, the user wearable structure
30 receives data from satellites 40 for determining its
global position.

[0031] A counterpart 104B to the standard electrome-
chanical interface 102 of the data transfer component
100 is repeatedly connectable and disconnectable. The
counterpart 104A enables an electromechanical cou-
pling with the standard electromechanical interface 102
of the data transfer component 100 for transferring the
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cardiac data to an external device 130.

[0032] Withreferenceto Figures 3to 10, illustrates em-
bodiments in which the standard electromechanical in-
terface 102 comprises the heart sensor connector 103.
This results in that the standard electromechanical inter-
face 102 enables coupling the data transfer component
100 both with the heart sensor 106 and the external de-
vice 130. This embodiment simplifies the structure of the
data transfer component 100, since the number of wired
interface s is reduced. In this case, a counterpart 104A
of the heart sensor 106 is mechanically and electrically
compatible with the standard electromechanical inter-
face 102. The compatibility in this context means that the
counterpart 104A of the heart sensor 106 is mechanically
and electrically connectable to and disconnectable from
the standard electromechanical interface 102. However,
as the functionality of the connection between the stand-
ard electromechanical interface 102 and the counterpart
104 may differ from the functionality defined by the stand-
ard, the pin order, pin functionality and/or data transfer
protocol may deviate from that defined in the standard
of the standard electromechanical interface 102. The pin
functionality in this context means the use of the pin for
transfer of analog signals, digital signals, or power. The
pin functionality may also comprise the signal level of
signals conducted by the pins.

[0033] In an embodiment of the invention, the electro-
mechanical standard interface 102 also comprises an
optical and/or inductive coupling.

[0034] In an embodiment of the invention, the data
transfer component 100 comprises a multiplexer 118
coupled with the standard electromechanical interface
102. The multiplexer 118 comprises a circuitry and pos-
sibly a control logic to change the operation mode of the
standard electromechanical interface 102 according to
whether the data transfer component is coupled with the
heart sensor 100 or with the external device 600.
[0035] The multiplexer 118 may be connected to the
controller 114 which inputs data and possibly control bits
into the multiplexer 118. The multiplexer 118 directs the
data to the desired pins, ports, or poles of the standard
electromechanical interface 102.

[0036] Operation modes include a configuration of pin
functionalities. For example, in a first operation mode,
the pins of the standard electromechanical interface 102
are used as defined in the standard. In this case, the first
operation mode is used for coupling the data transfer
component 100 with an external device, such as a com-
puter or a mobile phone supporting the standard of the
standard electromechanical interface 102. In a second
operation mode, the pins may be used freely according
to the specification defined for signal transfer between
the heart sensor 106 and the data transfer component
100. The specification may specify that a digital bus ac-
cording to the standard is used for transferring analog
signals or power, for example.

[0037] Figure 3 presents an embodiment where the
heart sensor 106 comprises electrodes 108, a counter-
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part 104A, and an amplifier 110. In this embodiment, the
data transfer component 100 comprises an analog-to-
digital converter 112, a controller 114 and a memory 116.
In this embodiment, the cardiac data is transferred in an
analog form from the heart sensor 106 to the data transfer
component. The analog-to-digital converter 112 converts
an amplified signal carrying the cardiac data into a digital
form and feeds a digital signal into the controller 114.
The controller 114 processes the digital signal, and feeds
aprocessed data orraw digital cardiac data into the mem-
ory 116.

[0038] Figure 4 presents an embodiment where the
heart sensor 106 comprises electrodes 108, a counter-
part 104A, an amplifier 110, and an analog-digital con-
verter 112. The data transfer component 100 may then
comprise a controller 114 and a memory 116. The func-
tions of the amplifier 110, analog-to-digital converter 112,
the controller 114, and the memory 116 are similar to
those described in conjunction with Figure 3. In this em-
bodiment, the cardiac data is inputted in a digital form
from the heart sensor 106 into the data transfer compo-
nent 100. In this embodiment, the transfer of the cardiac
data from the heart sensor 106 to the data transfer com-
ponent 100 is more reliable.

[0039] Figure 5 presents an embodiment where the
heart sensor 106 comprises electrodes 108, a counter-
part 104A, an amplifier 110, an analog-to-digital convert-
er 112, and a controller 114. The data transfer component
100 may then comprise a memory 116. The functions of
the amplifier 110, analog-to-digital converter 112, the
controller 114 and the memory 116 are similar to those
described in conjunction with Figure 3. This embodiment
enables a simplified structure for the data transfer com-
ponent 100.

[0040] The heartsensor 106 may also comprise a wire-
less transmitter 500 which may transmit the data on the
activity of the heart to the user interface 20 or to some
other device.

[0041] Alternatively or additionally, the data transfer
component 100 may comprise a wireless transmitter 502
which may transmit the data on the activity of the heart
to the user interface 20 or to some other device.

[0042] The transmitters 500, 502 may transmit electro-
magnetic radiation or magnetic pulses carrying the car-
diac data. The frequency of the magnetic pulses may be
about 5kH and the carrier frequency of the electromag-
netic radiation may be about 2.4-gigahertz, for example.
The magnetic pulses may be transmitted and received
using a coil as an antenna.

[0043] In Figures 2 to 5, the controller 114, which may
be a processor or a combinational logic circuit, is not
necessarily needed and the digital data from the analog-
to-digital converter 112 may be directly be transferred to
the memory 116.

[0044] According to the embodiment shown in Figure
6, the standard electromechanical interface 102 also en-
ables an electromechanical coupling with a counterpart
104B of an external device 600 for transferring the data
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stored in the data transfer component 100 to the external
device 600. The external device 600 may be a computer
oramobile phone which may process and presentresults
based on the data transferred to it.

[0045] The electrical coupling between the standard
electromechanical interface 102 and the counterpart
104A or 104B may be galvanic such that electrically con-
ductive materials are in a physical contact with each oth-
er.

[0046] Figure 7 presents an embodiment where the
data transfer component 100 comprises an amplifier 110,
an analog-to-digital converter 112, a controller 114, and
a memory 116. The data transfer component 100 may
also comprise an electric power source 700 for energiz-
ing the operation of the data transfer component 100.
The controller’'s 114 function may in this case be as sim-
ple as multiplexing. The standard electromechanical in-
terface 102 may comprise poles 702, 704, also referred
to as pins or the like, for the reception of operation power.
The standard electromechanical interface 102 may also
comprise poles 706, 708 for inputting or outputting data.
When the controller 114 detects that a coupling can pro-
vide the poles 702, 704 with appropriate electric power,
the power source 700 of the data transfer component
100 may be disconnected from use. When the controller
114 detects that a coupling cannot provide the poles 702,
704 with appropriate electric power, the power source
700 of the data transfer component 100 is used for the
operation of the data transfer component 100. The cou-
pling of poles may be controlled by the controller 114 and
implemented by the multiplexer 118.

[0047] For example, when the data transfer compo-
nentis coupled with the heart sensor 106, the heart sen-
sor 106 may only feed an unprocessed analog data signal
to the poles 706, 708 of the standard electromechanical
interface 102 but have no electric power feed to the poles
702, 704. The data transfer component 100 then uses
its own power source 700 for its own operation. Addition-
ally, the controller 114 of the data transfer component
100 may switch on the coupling from the input data from
poles 706, 708 through the amplifier 110 and the analog-
to-digital converter 112 to the memory 116.

[0048] As to Figure 8, let us assume now that the ex-
ternal device 600 has its own electric power source.
When the data transfer component 100 is coupled with
the external device 600, the poles 802, 804 of the coun-
terpart 810 of the external device 600 may feed appro-
priate electric power to the poles 702, 704 of the standard
electromechanical interface 102 of the data transfer com-
ponent 100. The controller 114 may then receive electric
power for its operation from the external device 600. The
controller 114 may also let the memory 116 in a circuit
812 output data to the poles 706, 708 of the standard
electromechanical interface 102. The poles 806, 808 of
the external device 600 may then receive the output data
so that the external device 600 may read the data.
[0049] The circuit 812 comprises at least the memory
116 but may additionally comprise at least one of the
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following: the amplifier 110, the multiplexer 118, the an-
alog-to-digital converter 112, and the controller 114. The
electric circuit 812 may comprise logic components,
standard integrated circuits, application-specific integrat-
ed circuits (ASIC), and/or other suitable electronic cir-
cuits.

[0050] Inan embodiment, the memory 116 of the data
transfer component 100 may include at least one driver
program. A driver program is a computer program that
enables the data transfer component 100 to start, con-
tinue and end communication with the external device
600. Additionally, address data may have been stored in
the memory 116 such that the driver program in the data
transfer component 100 may use the address data to
transfer data, such as data on heart activity, from the
data transfer component 100 to at least one specific ad-
dress in the external device 600.

[0051] In an embodiment, the memory 116 comprises
acomputer program which automatically connects, when
executed in the external device 600, the data transfer
component to a desired address which may be a com-
puter address or an Internet address. Furthermore, the
memory 116 may further comprise a computer program
which automatically, when executed in the external de-
vice 600, transmits the cardiac data or part thereof to a
desired address which may be a computer address or
an Internet address.

[0052] In an embodiment, the controller 114 may in-
clude a ciphering program to encrypt data fed into the
memory 116 of the data transfer component 100. The
ciphering program may also decipher the enciphered da-
ta. The data may be transferred from the data transfer
component 100 in a ciphered or in a deciphered form.
Ciphering may be needed in applications, where the user
is not allowed to interfere or manipulate the cardiac data.
[0053] Inanembodiment, a controller comprises a pro-
gram or an algorithm to form user authentication data on
the basis of the cardiac data and incorporate the user
authentication data into the cardiac data. User authenti-
cation may be needed in cases where there is a risk of
associating the data with wrong user. The user authen-
tication may be based on ECG recording and storage,
for example. In an embodiment of the invention, the con-
troller records the user's ECG at predetermined time in-
tervals and codes the ECG data into the cardiac data.
[0054] Figure 8 also shows charging. In this embodi-
ment, the external device 600 may be a charger feeding
electric charging power through the coupling of the stand-
ard electromechanical interface 102 and its counterpart
810 to the power source 700 of the data transfer compo-
nent 100. The counterpart 810 is similar to the counter-
part 104A, 104B. The data transfer component 100 may
comprise an indicator 814 which may indicate to a user
thatthe power source 700 is being charged. The indicator
814 may have an acoustic source and/or visible light
source. The light source 814 may, for example, radiate
red light when the power source 700 is being charged.
When the power source 700 reaches the maximum
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charge, the light may turn green to indicate that the data
transfer component 100 may be disconnected from the
external device 600. Additionally or alternatively, the in-
dicator 814 may generate an acoustic signal to be heard
when the power source 700 becomes fully charged.
[0055] The indicator 814 may also comprise a display
capable of presenting alphanumeric and/or graphic in-
formation on the operational state of the data transfer
component 100 and/or the charging state of the power
source 700.

[0056] Figure 9 presents an embodiment where the
data transfer component 100 is coupled with a device
900. The electric power source 700 of the data transfer
component 100 may feed electric power to the device
900 through the coupling of the standard electromechan-
ical interface 102 and its counterpart 902 of the device
900 which may be the heart sensor 106 or an external
device 600. Thus, the counterpart 902 may be the coun-
terpart 104A or 104B. In this way, the heart sensor 106
may receive electric power for its operation from the data
transfer component 100 through the coupling of the
standard electromechanical interface 102 and the coun-
terpart 104A. The electric power source 700 may also
feed the circuit 812 of the data transfer component 100.
[0057] Figure 10 presents an embodiment where the
data transfer component 100 comprises at least one ad-
ditional sensor 1000 which may measure a measurable
variable which is different from that provided by the heart
sensor 106. Alternatively, the additional sensor 1000 may
reside in the heart sensor 106. The additional sensor
1000 may feed its data to the circuit 812 of the data trans-
fer component 100 to be processed and/or stored.
[0058] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be an environment sensor such as a resistive sen-
sor, capacitive sensor, altimeter, hygrometer or the like
which measures a variable relating to the environment.
The environment sensor may determine whether the per-
son 10 is in water, for example, swimming or diving be-
cause the measured resistance and/or the capacitance
between the electrodes of the environment sensor is dif-
ferent in air than in water. Let us assume that the data
transfer component 100 or the heart sensor 106 is capa-
ble of transmitting wirelessly. If the environment sensor
now detects that the person 10 is in water, the controller
114 may switch the wireless transmission of data off and
control the memory 116 to store the data on heart activity.
After the environment sensor detects that the person 10
is not in water, the wireless transmission may continue.
[0059] In an embodiment, the environmental sensor
may be a hygrometer. If the humidity measured by the
hygrometer exceeds a predefined threshold, which may
for instance be the highest humidity value of the hygrom-
eter (for air) or some other suitable value, it can be as-
sumed that the hygrometer is in water, which means that
wireless data transmission is not available. The hygrom-
eter may measure and form data on humidity which may
be stored in the memory 116.

[0060] If the environmental sensor is an altimeter, it
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may measure and form data on the altitude at which the
person 10 is. The measurement is often made as an air
pressure measurement. Because the density of water,
for instance, is higher than that of air, pressure measure-
ment can also be used to detect the movement of the
person 10 from air to water and vice versa. The altimeter
may measure and form data on altitude which may be
stored in the memory 116.

[0061] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be a receiver for receiving positioning data from sat-
ellites 40 of a satellite positioning system. In this case,
the measurement variable is location and/or speed. The
positioning data from the satellites 40 of a satellite posi-
tioning system is vector data on the position of a person
10 and the vector data may come from the satellites 40
of a satellite positioning system directly or indirectly via
a separate satellite positioning sensor. The satellite po-
sitioning system may be based on GPS (Global Position-
ing System), GLONASS (Global Navigation Satellite
System), Galileo (Galileo positioning system), Beidou
Navigation System, (IRNSS) Indian Regional Naviga-
tional Satellite System, or the like. The vector data may
define the position of the receiver (associated with the
person) of the satellite signals three dimensionally (3D),
two dimensionally (2D) or one dimensionally (1D) based
on longitude, latitude and/or altitude. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the additional sensor 1000 may determine its
position utilizing other known positioning techniques. In
an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000 receives ra-
dio signals from at least one base station of a radio sys-
tem, determines the position of the at least one base
station and timing of the signals, and determines its po-
sition on the basis of the position of the at least one base
station and the determined timing.

[0062] When the determined position is changing, the
controller 114 may form the speed of the person 10 on
the basis of the measured distance and time.

[0063] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be an acceleration sensor. When the person 10 is
running or walking he/she experiences acceleration var-
iation which can be measured inertially by an accelera-
tion sensor sensitive to the inertial forces. An inertial al-
gorithm, which may be performed in the controller 114
or in the external device 600, may form data on acceler-
ation, speed and/or traveled distance of the person 10.
[0064] The measured data on a position, acceleration
and/or a speed may be stored in the memory 116.
[0065] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be a thermometer for measuring and forming data
on temperature of the person 10 or the environment, and
the temperature data may be stored in the memory 116.
[0066] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be a magnetic sensor which measures the magnetic
field of the earth. Forexample, when the person 10 swims
in a pool back and forth, the change of direction of the
magnetic field is 180°, when the person 10 turns from
one direction to the opposite direction. The time between
two changes of direction indicates how long it takes for
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the person 10 to swim from one end of the pool to the
other. This way it is possible to measure the swimming
time and distance, if the length of the pool is known. The
measured data on a distance and/or strength of the mag-
netic field may be stored in the memory 116.

[0067] In an embodiment, the additional sensor 1000
may be a strain gauge which may measure a resistance
or a capacitance. In the strain gauge, the resistance or
the capacitance of the gauge depends on the changing
geometry of the sensor. For example, when the belt
aroundthe chest ofthe person 10 stretches and contracts
due to breathing, data on the frequency and the depth of
breathing may be detected. The measured data on
breathing may be stored in the memory 116.

[0068] Figure 11 presentsaflow chart of a data transfer
method. In step 1100, data on heart activity is received
by a data transfer component 100 from a heart sensor
106 while the data transfer component 100 is electrome-
chanically coupled with the heart sensor 106 sensitive to
heart activity by using a coupling between a standard
electromechanical interface 102 of the data transfer com-
ponent 100 and the counterpart 104A of the heart sensor
106, which are repeatedly connectable and disconnect-
able. In step 1102, the received data is stored in the data
transfer component 100. In step 1104, the stored data is
transferred from the data transfer component 100 to an
external device 600 while the data transfer component
100 is electromechanically coupled with the external de-
vice 600 by using a coupling between the standard elec-
tromechanical interface 102 of the data transfer compo-
nent 100 and the counterpart 104B of the external device
600, which are repeatedly connectable and disconnect-
able.

[0069] The controller 114 may be configured to control
the performance of at least some of the steps described
in connection with the flowchart of Figure 11. The em-
bodiments may be implemented as a computer program
comprising instructions for executing a computer process
for the data transfer.

[0070] The controller 114 may be a microprocessor
which implements functions of a central processing unit
(CPU) on an integrated circuit. The CPU is a logic ma-
chine executing a computer program which comprises
program instructions. The program instructions may be
coded as a computer program using a programming lan-
guage, which may be a high-level programming lan-
guage, such as C, or Java, or a low-level programming
language, such as a machine language, or an assembler.
The CPU may comprise a set of registers, an arithmetic
logic unit (ALU), and a control unit. The control unit is
controlled by a sequence of program instructions trans-
ferred to the CPU from a program memory. The control
unit may contain a number of microinstructions for basic
operations. The implementation of the microinstructions
may vary depending on the CPU design. The microproc-
essor may also have an operating system (a dedicated
operating system of an embedded system, or a real-time
operating system), which may provide system services
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to the computer program. The controller 114 may include
a clock for measuring time.

[0071] The computer program may be stored onacom-
puter program distribution medium readable by a com-
puter or a processor. The computer program medium
may be, for example but not limited to, an electric, mag-
netic, optical, infrared or semiconductor system, device
or transmission medium. The computer program medium
may include at least one of the following media: a com-
puter readable medium, a program storage medium, a
record medium, a computer readable memory, arandom
access memory, an erasable programmable read-only
memory, a computer readable software distribution pack-
age, a computer readable signal, a computer readable
telecommunications signal, computer readable printed
matter, and a computer readable compressed software
package.

[0072] Even though the invention has been described
above with reference to an example according to the ac-
companying drawings, it is clear that the invention is not
restricted thereto but can be modified in several ways
within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A data transfer component for transferring cardiac
data comprising a standard electromechanical inter-
face (102) which comprises a heart sensor connector
(103);
an electric power source (700) which is configured
to energize the operation of the data transfer com-
ponent (100);
the heart sensor connector (103) is repeatedly con-
nectable and disconnectable by an electromechan-
ical coupling with a counterpart (104A) of a heart
sensor (106) that is capable of detecting heart activ-
ity of a person (10), wherein the data transfer com-
ponent (100) is configured to receive and store car-
diac data on the heart activity while the heart sensor
connector (103) and the counterpart (104A) are cou-
pled, and
the standard electromechanical interface (102) is
configured to communicate the cardiac data stored
in the data transfer component (100) to an external
device (130),
characterized in that
the standard electromechanical interface (102) is
configured to enable an electromechanical coupling
with a counterpart (810) of an external power source
(816) for charging the power source (700).

2. The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
data transfer component (100) comprises a multi-
plexer (118) coupled with the standard electrome-
chanical interface (102), wherein the multiplexer
(118) is configured to change the operation mode of
the standard electromechanical interface (102) ac-
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cording to whether the data transfer component is
coupled with the heart sensor (100) or with the ex-
ternal device (600).

The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
electric power source (700) is configured to feed
electric power through the connector (102) to a coun-
terpart (902) coupled with it.

The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
data transfer component (100) comprises at least
one additional sensor (1000) configured to measure
a measurable variable different from that provided
by the heart sensor (106), and the data transfer com-
ponent (100) is configured to store data on the meas-
urable variable.

The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
data transfer component (100) further comprises an
amplifier (110) foramplifying signals carrying the car-
diac data.

The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
data transfer component (100) further comprises an
analog-to-digital converter (112) for converting a sig-
nal carrying the cardiac data from an analog form
into a digital form.

The data transfer component of claim 1, wherein the
data transfer component (100) further comprises a
controller (112) for processing the cardiac data.

The data transfer component of claim 7, wherein the
controller (112) is configured to encrypt the cardiac
data.

The data transfer component of claim 7, wherein the
controller (112) is configured to form user authenti-
cation data on the basis of the cardiac data and to
incorporate the user authentication data into the car-
diac data.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Datentransferkomponente zum Ubertragen von
Herzdaten, die eine elektromechanische Standard-
schnittstelle (102) umfasst, die einen Herzsensor-
verbinder (103) umfasst, und

eine elektrische Stromquelle (700), die konfiguriert
ist, um den Betrieb der Datentransferkomponente
(100) zu aktivieren;

wobei der Herzsensorverbinder (103) durch eine
elektromechanische Kopplung mit einem Gegen-
stlick (104A) eines Herzsensors (106) wiederholt
verbindbar und |osbar ist, das eine Herzaktivitat ei-
ner Person (10) detektieren kann, wobei die Daten-
transferkomponente (100) konfiguriert ist, um Herz-
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daten Uber die Herzaktivitdt zu empfangen und zu
speichern, wahrend der Herzsensorverbinder (103)
und das Gegenstlick (104A) gekoppelt sind, und die
elektromechanische Standardschnittstelle (102)
konfiguriert ist, um die in der Datentransferkompo-
nente (100) gespeicherten Herzdaten zu einer ex-
ternen Vorrichtung (130) zu kommunizieren,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die elektromechanische Standardschnittstelle (102)
konfiguriert ist, um eine elektromechanische Kopp-
lung mit einem Gegenstiick (810) einer externen
Stromquelle (816) zum Laden der Stromquelle (700)
zu ermoglichen.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Datentransferkomponente (100) einen Multiple-
xer (118) umfasst, der mit der elektromechanischen
Standardschnittstelle (102) gekoppelt ist, wobei der
Multiplexer (118) konfiguriert ist, um den Betriebs-
modus der elektromechanischen Standardschnitt-
stelle (102) abhangig davon zu andern, ob die Da-
tentransferkomponente mit dem Herzsensor (100)
oder mit der externen Vorrichtung (600) gekoppelt
ist.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die elektrische Stromquelle (700) konfiguriert ist, um
elektrische Energie durch den Verbinder (102) an
ein damit gekoppeltes Gegenstiick (902) zu liefern.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Datentransferkomponente (100) wenigstens ei-
nen zusatzlichen Sensor (1000) umfasst, der konfi-
guriert ist, um eine messbare Variable zu messen,
die sich von der durch den Herzsensor (106) bereit-
gestellten unterscheidet, und die Datentransferkom-
ponente (100) konfiguriert ist, um Daten Uber die
messbare Variable zu speichern.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Datentransferkomponente (100) des Weiteren
einen Verstarker (110) zum Verstarken von die Herz-
daten Ubertragenen Signalen umfasst.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Datentransferkomponente (100) des Weiteren
einen Analog-Digital-Wandler (112) zum Umwan-
deln eines die Herzdaten libertragenden Signals von
einer analogen Form in eine digitale Form umfasst.

Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 1, wobei
die Datentransferkomponente (100) des Weiteren
eine Steuerung (112) zum Verarbeiten der Herzda-
ten umfasst.

Datenulbertragungskomponente nach Anspruch 7,
wobei die Steuerung (112) konfiguriert ist, um die
Herzdaten zu verschlisseln.
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Datentransferkomponente nach Anspruch 7, wobei
die Steuerung (112) konfiguriert ist, um Benutze-
rauthentifizierungsdaten auf der Basis der Herzda-
ten zu bilden und die Benutzerauthentifizierungsda-
ten in die Herzdaten einzubeziehen.

Revendications

Composant de transfert de données pour le transfert
de données cardiaques comprenant

une interface électromécanique standard (102) qui
comprend un connecteur de capteur cardiaque
(103) ;

une source d’alimentation électrique (700) qui est
configurée pour fournir de I'énergie au fonctionne-
ment du composant de transfert de données (100) ;
le connecteur de capteur cardiaque (103) pouvant
étre branché et débranché de maniére répétée par
un accouplement électromécanique avec une con-
trepartie (104A) d’'un capteur cardiaque (106) qui est
capable de détecter I'activité du coeur d’'une person-
ne (10), le composant de transfert de données (100)
étant configuré pour recevoir et stocker des données
cardiaques sur I'activité du coeur tandis que le con-
necteur de capteur cardiaque (103) etla contrepartie
(104A) sont accouplés, et

linterface électromécanique standard (102) étant
configurée pour communiquer les données cardia-
ques stockées dans le composant de transfert de
données (100) vers un dispositif externe (130),
caractérisé en ce que l'interface électromécanique
standard (102) est configurée pour permettre un ac-
couplement électromécanique avec une contrepar-
tie (810) d’'une source d’alimentation externe (816)
pour charger la source d’alimentation (700).

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, le composant de transfert de données
(100) comprenant un multiplexeur (118) accouplé a
l'interface électromécanique standard (102), le mul-
tiplexeur (118) étant configuré pour changer le mode
de fonctionnement de linterface électromécanique
standard (102) selon le fait que le composant de
transfert de données est accouplé au capteur car-
diaque (100) ou au dispositif externe (600).

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, la source d’alimentation électrique (700)
étant configurée pour alimenter de I'énergie électri-
que a travers le connecteur (102) a une contrepartie
(902) qui lui est accouplée.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, le composant de transfert de données
(100) comprenant au moins un capteur additionnel
(1000) configuré pour mesurer une variable mesu-
rable différente de celle fournie par le capteur car-
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diaque (106), et le composant de transfert de don-
nées (100) étant configuré pour stocker les données
sur la variable mesurable.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, le composant de transfert de données
(100) comprenant en outre un amplificateur (110)
pour amplifier les signaux portant les données car-
diaques.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, le composant de transfert de données
(100) comprenant en outre un convertisseur analo-
gique-a-numérique (112) pour convertir un signal
portant les données cardiaques d’'une forme analo-
gique en une forme numérique.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 1, le composant de transfert de données
(100) comprenant en outre un dispositif de comman-
de (112) pour traiter les données cardiaques.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 7, le dispositif de commande (112) étant
configuré pour encrypter les données cardiaques.

Composant de transfert de données selon la reven-
dication 7, le dispositif de commande (112) étant
configuré pour former les données d’authentification
de Il'utilisateur sur la base des données cardiaques
et pour incorporer les données d’authentification de
I'utilisateur aux données cardiaques.
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