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Description
BACKGROUND

Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to an organic light
emitting display apparatus, and more particularly, to en-
capsulating an organic light emitting display apparatus
with frit seal.

Discussion of the Related Technology

[0002] Cathode ray tube (CRT) display apparatuses
are now being replaced by portable thin flat panel display
apparatuses. Among such flat panel display apparatus-
es, electroluminescent display apparatuses are emissive
display apparatuses that are attracting attention as the
next generation of display apparatuses due to their wide
viewing angles, high contrast, and high response speeds.
Also, organic light emitting display apparatuses in which
alight emitting layer is formed of an organic material have
higher brightness, lower driving voltage, and higher re-
sponse speed than inorganic light emitting display appa-
ratuses, and display multicolored images.

[0003] Meanwhile, organic light emitting display appa-
ratuses can be damaged by moisture. Accordingly, in
order to protect organic light emitting devices from exter-
nal moisture and dirt, the organic light emitting devices
may be sealed. Glass frit is used to seal organic light
emitting devices. However, forming the glass fritis a time-
consuming process and it is difficult to form a correct
pattern of the glass frit.

[0004] US 2006/0082298 A1 discloses a method for
manufacturing a hermetically sealed glass package suit-
able to protect thin film devices.

[0005] US 3,995,941 discloses a liquid crystal cellcom-
prising a juxtaposed couple of planar elements at least
one of which is transparent. Liquid material is interposed
between the planar elements and sealed.

[0006] WO 2005/050751 A2 discloses an encapsula-
tion assembly for electronic devices with a barrier struc-
ture for hermetically sealing an electronic device.
[0007] WO 03/005774 A1 discloses a container for en-
capsulating an OLED wherein a sealant in a glass sheet
is formed using a glass frit.

[0008] EP 0520 139 A1 discloses a light emitting de-
vice wherein a joint surface of a spacer on the front panel
side has a slanted surface. So, it is prevented that frit
glass used to join spacer and panel flows out.

[0009] JP 2006228647 Adiscloses asealing substrate
with an adhesion improving layer and a barrier rib on the
adhesion improving layer.

[0010] Thediscussion in this section is to provide gen-
eral background information, and does not constitute an
admission of prior art.
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SUMMARY

[0011] One aspect of the invention provides a method
of making an organic light emitting display apparatus ac-
cording to claim 1.

[0012] Inthe foregoing method, the structure of the frit
paste composition may comprise a frit surface substan-
tially parallel to the first surface of the first substrate, and
wherein the frit surface is substantially flat. The structure
of the frit paste composition may comprise a frit surface
substantially parallel to the first surface of the first sub-
strate, and wherein the frit surface may be free of a sub-
stantial bump or step. An organic light emitting display
array may be formed on the first surface, wherein the
structure of the frit paste composition may surround the
organic light emitting display array. The method further
comprising providing a second substrate comprising a
third surface, providing an organic light emitting display
array formed on the third surface, and arranging the first
and second substrates such thatthe organic light emitting
display array faces the first substrate and that the struc-
ture of frit paste composition contacts the third surface.
[0013] The method may further comprise heating the
structure of the frit paste composition to form a solid frit
integrated with the first substrate, wherein the solid frit
comprises a fourth surface substantially parallel to the
first surface of the first substrate, and wherein the fourth
surface is substantially flat. The fourth surface may be
substantially smooth. The fourth surface may be free of
a substantial bump or step. The mask may be placed
over the first surface with a gap between the mask and
the first surface. Pressing may cause the frit paste com-
position to move into the gap.

[0014] Further in the foregoing method, the mask may
comprise at least one additional patterned opening con-
figured to pass the frit paste composition there through,
wherein the at least one additional patterned opening
forms a closed loop. Pressing comprises forming at least
one additional structure of the frit paste composition on
the first substrate a closed loop.

[0015] Another aspect of the invention provides an ap-
paratus for use in making an organic light emitting display
apparatus according to claim 9.

[0016] Inthe foregoing aspect, the top surface may be
substantially flat. The frit may have a height which is a
distance between the glass surface and the top surface
measured in a direction perpendicular to the glass sur-
face, and wherein the height may be substantially the
same throughout the closed loop. The top surface and
the first side surface may form a first edge there between,
and wherein the top surface and the second side surface
may form a second edge there between. The frit may
comprise a plurality of straight segments, and wherein
the first edge is substantially straight in a first one of the
plurality of straight segments. The frit may comprise a
plurality of straight segments, and wherein the first edge
and the second edge may be substantially parallel to
each other in a second one of the plurality of straight
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segments.

[0017] Stillinthe foregoing apparatus, the frit may com-
prise a plurality of straight segments, wherein a third one
of the plurality of straight segments may generally extend
in a first direction parallel to the glass surface, wherein
the frit comprises afirst width which is a distance between
the first edge and the second edge measured in a second
direction perpendicular to the first direction and parallel
to the glass surface, wherein the glass surface and the
first side surface forms a third edge, wherein the glass
surface and the second side surface form a fourth edge,
wherein the frit has a second width which is a distance
between the third edge and the fourth edge measured in
the second direction, and wherein the first width may be
about 0.5 to about 1 times of the second width.

[0018] An aspect of the present invention provides an
apparatus for easily sealing an organic light emitting de-
vice and a method of manufacturing the organic light
emitting display apparatus.

[0019] The method may further comprise sintering the
coated glass frit paste to form the glass frit units. After
the formation of the glass frit units, a ratio of the width of
a bottom surface of the glass frit units facing the sealing
member to the width of a top surface of the glass frit units
is in the range of 0.5 to 0.95. After the formation of the
glass frit units, the height of the glass frit units is in the
range of 3 to 100 micrometers. After the formation of the
glass frit units, an interval between the glass frit units and
the display unit is in the range of 20 micrometers to 20
millimeters. The glass frit paste is coated on the sealing
member using a screen mask, and the screen mask has
31 to 62 meshes per square centimeter, i.e., 200 through
400 meshes per square inch

[0020] .The combining ofthe substrate and the sealing
member using the glass frit units comprises melting and
curing the glass frit units. The melting of the glass frit
units comprises irradiating a laser beam on the glass frit
units. The method may further comprise: coating a seal-
ant layer on the sealing member to surround the glass
frit units on the sealing member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021] The above and other features and advantages
will become more apparent by describing in detail exem-
plary embodiments thereof with reference to the attached
drawings in which:

FIGS. 1 to 3 are views illustrating a method of man-
ufacturing an organic light emitting display apparatus
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view for ex-
plaining an operation of forming glass frit units illus-
trated in FIG. 2 on a sealing member using a screen
printing method according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the de-
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tailed arrangement and structure of a glass frit unit
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 is a plan view for explaining the operation in
which the glass frit units of FIG. 2 are coated on the
sealing member of FIG. 2, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a partial schematic cross-sectional view
illustrating a display unit of FIG. 1, manufactured ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 8 is a schematic plan view illustrating a portion
of an organic light emitting display manufactured ap-
paratus according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG.9is aschematic plan view illustrating an organic
light emitting display apparatus manufactured ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 10A is a schematic exploded view of a passive
matrix type organic light emitting display device in
accordance with the prior art.

FIG 10B is a schematic exploded view of an active
matrix type organic light emitting display device in
accordance with the prior art.

FIG. 10C is a schematic top plan view of an organic
light emitting display in accordance with the prior art.
FIG. 10D is a cross-sectional view of the organic light
emitting display of FIG. 12C, taken along the line d-d.
FIG. 10E is a schematic perspective view illustrating
mass production of organic light emitting devices in
accordance with the prior art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0022] Various embodiments of the present invention
will now be described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings. The invention may, however, be embodied
in many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth herein.
[0023] An organic light emitting display (OLED) is a
display device comprising an array of organic light emit-
ting diodes. Organic light emitting diodes are solid state
devices which include an organic material and are adapt-
ed to generate and emit light when appropriate electrical
potentials are applied.

[0024] OLEDs can be generally grouped into two basic
types dependent onthe arrangement with which the stim-
ulating electrical current is provided. Fig. 10A schemat-
ically illustrates an exploded view of a simplified structure
of a passive matrix type OLED 1000. Fig. 10B schemat-
ically illustrates a simplified structure of an active matrix
type OLED 1001. In both configurations, the OLED 1000,
1001 includes OLED pixels built over a substrate 1002,
and the OLED pixels include an anode 1004, a cathode
1006 and an organic layer 1010. When an appropriate
electrical current is applied to the anode 1004, electric
current flows through the pixels and visible lightis emitted
from the organic layer.

[0025] Referring to Fig. 10A, the passive matrix OLED
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(PMOLED) design includes elongate strips of anode
1004 arranged generally perpendicular to elongate strips
of cathode 1006 with organic layers interposed therebe-
tween. The intersections of the strips of cathode 1006
and anode 1004 define individual OLED pixels where
light is generated and emitted upon appropriate excita-
tion of the corresponding strips of anode 1004 and cath-
ode 1006. PMOLEDSs provide the advantage of relatively
simple fabrication.

[0026] Referring to Fig. 10B, the active matrix OLED
(AMOLED) includes local driving circuits 1012 arranged
between the substrate 1002 and an array of OLED pixels.
An individual pixel of AMOLEDs is defined between the
common cathode 1006 and an anode 1004, which is elec-
trically isolated from other anodes. Each driving circuit
1012 is coupled with an anode 1004 of the OLED pixels
and further coupled with a data line 1016 and a scan line
1018. In embodiments, the scan lines 1018 supply scan
signals that select rows of the driving circuits, and the
data lines 1016 supply data signals for particular driving
circuits. The data signals and scan signals stimulate the
local driving circuits 1012, which excite the anodes 1004
so as to emit light from their corresponding pixels.
[0027] In the illustrated AMOLED, the local driving cir-
cuits 1012, the data lines 1016 and scan lines 1018 are
buried in a planarization layer 1014, which is interposed
between the pixel array and the substrate 1002. The
planarization layer 1014 provides a planar top surface
on which the organic light emitting pixel array is formed.
The planarization layer 1014 may be formed of organic
or inorganic materials, and formed of two or more layers
although shown as a single layer. The local driving cir-
cuits 1012 are typically formed with thin film transistors
(TFT) and arranged in a grid or array under the OLED
pixel array. The local driving circuits 1012 may be at least
partly made of organic materials, including organic TFT.
AMOLEDs have the advantage of fast response time im-
proving their desirability for use in displaying data signals.
Also, AMOLEDs have the advantages of consuming less
power than passive matrix OLEDs.

[0028] Referring to common features of the PMOLED
and AMOLED designs, the substrate 1002 provides
structural support for the OLED pixels and circuits. In
various embodiments, the substrate 1002 can comprise
rigid or flexible materials as well as opaque or transparent
materials, such as plastic, glass, and/or foil. As noted
above, each OLED pixel or diode is formed with the an-
ode 1004, cathode 1006 and organic layer 1010 inter-
posed therebetween. When an appropriate electrical cur-
rent is applied to the anode 1004, the cathode 1006 in-
jects electrons and the anode 1004 injects holes. In cer-
tain embodiments, the anode 1004 and cathode 1006
are inverted; i.e., the cathode is formed on the substrate
1002 and the anode is opposingly arranged.

[0029] Interposed between the cathode 1006 and an-
ode 1004 are one or more organic layers. More specifi-
cally, at least one emissive or light emitting layer is inter-
posed between the cathode 1006 and anode 1004. The
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light emitting layer may comprise one or more light emit-
ting organic compounds. Typically, the light emitting layer
is configured to emit visible light in a single color such as
blue, green, red or white. In the illustrated embodiment,
one organic layer 1010 is formed between the cathode
1006 and anode 1004 and acts as a light emitting layer.
Additional layers, which can be formed between the an-
ode 1004 and cathode 1006, can include a hole trans-
porting layer, a hole injection layer, an electron transport-
ing layer and an electron injection layer.

[0030] Hole transporting and/or injection layers can be
interposed between the light emitting layer 1010 and the
anode 1004. Electron transporting and/or injecting layers
can be interposed between the cathode 1006 and the
light emitting layer 1010. The electron injection layer fa-
cilitates injection of electrons from the cathode 1006 to-
ward the light emitting layer 1010 by reducing the work
function for injecting electrons from the cathode 1006.
Similarly, the hole injection layer facilitates injection of
holes from the anode 1004 toward the light emitting layer
1010. The hole and electron transporting layers facilitate
movement of the carriers injected from the respective
electrodes toward the light emitting layer.

[0031] Insomeembodiments, asingle layer may serve
both electron injection and transportation functions or
both hole injection and transportation functions. In some
embodiments, one or more of these layers are lacking.
In some embodiments, one or more organic layers are
doped with one or more materials that help injection
and/or transportation of the carriers. In embodiments
where only one organic layer is formed between the cath-
ode and anode, the organic layer may include not only
an organic light emitting compound but also certain func-
tional materials that help injection or transportation of car-
riers within that layer.

[0032] There are numerous organic materials that
have been developed for use in these layers including
the light emitting layer. Also, numerous other organic ma-
terials for use in these layers are being developed. In
some embodiments, these organic materials may be
macromolecules including oligomers and polymers. In
some embodiments, the organic materials for these lay-
ers may be relatively small molecules. The skilled artisan
will be able to select appropriate materials for each of
these layers in view of the desired functions of the indi-
vidual layers and the materials for the neighboring layers
in particular designs.

[0033] In operation, an electrical circuit provides ap-
propriate potential between the cathode 1006 and anode
1004. This results in an electrical current flowing from
the anode 1004 to the cathode 1006 via the interposed
organic layer(s). In one embodiment, the cathode 1006
provides electrons to the adjacent organic layer 1010.
The anode 1004 injects holes to the organic layer 1010.
The holes and electrons recombine in the organic layer
1010 and generate energy particles called "excitons."
The excitons transfer their energy to the organic light
emitting material in the organic layer 1010, and the en-
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ergy is used to emit visible light from the organic light
emitting material. The spectral characteristics of light
generated and emitted by the OLED 1000, 1001 depend
on the nature and composition of organic molecules in
the organic layer(s). The composition of the one or more
organic layers can be selected to suit the needs of a
particular application by one of ordinary skill in the art.
[0034] OLED devices can also be categorized based
on the direction of the light emission. In one type referred
to as "top emission" type, OLED devices emit light and
display images through the cathode or top electrode
1006. In these embodiments, the cathode 1006 is made
of a material transparent or at least partially transparent
with respect to visible light. In certain embodiments, to
avoid losing any light that can pass through the anode
or bottom electrode 1004, the anode may be made of a
material substantially reflective of the visible light. A sec-
ond type of OLED devices emits light through the anode
or bottom electrode 1004 and is called "bottom emission"
type. In the bottom emission type OLED devices, the an-
ode 1004 is made of a material which is at least partially
transparent with respect to visible light. Often, in bottom
emission type OLED devices, the cathode 1006 is made
of a material substantially reflective of the visible light. A
third type of OLED devices emits light in two directions,
e.g. through both anode 1004 and cathode 1006. De-
pending upon the direction(s) of the light emission, the
substrate may be formed of a material which is transpar-
ent, opaque or reflective of visible light.

[0035] In many embodiments, an OLED pixel array
1021 comprising a plurality of organic light emitting pixels
is arranged over a substrate 1002 as shown in Fig. 10C.
In embodiments, the pixels in the array 1021 are control-
led to be turned on and off by a driving circuit (not shown),
and the plurality of the pixels as a whole displays infor-
mation or image on the array 1021. In certain embodi-
ments, the OLED pixel array 1021 is arranged with re-
spect to other components, such as drive and control
electronics to define a display region and a non-display
region. In these embodiments, the display region refers
to the area of the substrate 1002 where OLED pixel array
1021 is formed. The non-display region refers to the re-
maining areas of the substrate 1002. In embodiments,
the non-display region can contain logic and/or power
supply circuitry. It will be understood that there will be at
least portions of control/drive circuit elements arranged
within the display region. For example, in PMOLEDs,
conductive components will extend into the display re-
gion to provide appropriate potential to the anode and
cathodes. In AMOLEDSs, local driving circuits and da-
ta/scan lines coupled with the driving circuits will extend
into the display region to drive and control the individual
pixels of the AMOLEDs.

[0036] One design and fabrication consideration in
OLED devices is that certain organic material layers of
OLED devices can suffer damage or accelerated deteri-
oration from exposure to water, oxygen or other harmful
gases. Accordingly, it is generally understood that OLED
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devices be sealed or encapsulated to inhibit exposure to
moisture and oxygen or other harmful gases found in a
manufacturing or operational environment. Fig. 10D
schematically illustrates a cross-section of an encapsu-
lated OLED device 1011 having a layout of Fig. 10C and
taken along the line d-d of Fig. 10C. In this embodiment,
a generally planar top plate or substrate 1061 engages
with a seal 1071 which further engages with a bottom
plate or substrate 1002 to enclose or encapsulate the
OLED pixel array 1021. In other embodiments, one or
more layers are formed on the top plate 1061 or bottom
plate 1002, and the seal 1071 is coupled with the bottom
or top substrate 1002, 1061 via such a layer. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the seal 1071 extends along the pe-
riphery of the OLED pixel array 1021 or the bottom or top
plate 1002, 1061.

[0037] In embodiments, the seal 1071 is made of a frit
material as will be further discussed below. In various
embodiments, the top and bottom plates 1061, 1002
comprise materials such as plastics, glass and/or metal
foils which can provide a barrier to passage of oxygen
and/orwater to thereby protectthe OLED pixel array 1021
from exposure to these substances. In embodiments, at
least one of the top plate 1061 and the bottom plate 1002
are formed of a substantially transparent material.
[0038] Tolengthen the life time of OLED devices 1011,
it is generally desired that seal 1071 and the top and
bottom plates 1061, 1002 provide a substantially non-
permeable seal to oxygen and water vapor and provide
a substantially hermetically enclosed space 1081. In cer-
tain applications, it is indicated that the seal 1071 of a frit
material in combination with the top and bottom plates
1061, 1002 provide a barrier to oxygen of less than ap-
proximately 10-3 cc/m2-day and to water of less than 10-6
g/m2-day. Given that some oxygen and moisture can per-
meate into the enclosed space 1081, in some embodi-
ments, a material that can take up oxygen and/or mois-
ture is formed within the enclosed space 1081.

[0039] The seal 1071 has a width W, which is its thick-
nessin adirection parallelto a surface of the top or bottom
substrate 1061, 1002 as shown in Fig. 10D. The width
varies among embodiments and ranges from about 300
pm to about 3000 pm, optionally from about 500 pm to
about 1500 um. Also, the width may vary at different po-
sitions of the seal 1071. In some embodiments, the width
of the seal 1071 may be the largest where the seal 1071
contacts one of the bottom and top substrate 1002, 1061
or a layer formed thereon. The width may be the smallest
where the seal 1071 contacts the other. The width vari-
ation in a single cross-section of the seal 1071 relates to
the cross-sectional shape of the seal 1071 and other de-
sign parameters.

[0040] The seal 1071 has a height H, which is its thick-
ness in a direction perpendicular to a surface of the top
or bottom substrate 1061, 1002 as shown in Fig. 10D.
The height varies among embodiments and ranges from
about 2 pm to about 30 um, optionally from about 10 um
to about 15 um. Generally, the height does not signifi-
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cantly vary at different positions of the seal 1071. How-
ever, in certain embodiments, the height of the seal 1071
may vary at different positions thereof.

[0041] Intheillustrated embodiment,theseal 1071 has
a generally rectangular cross-section. In other embodi-
ments, however, the seal 1071 can have other various
cross-sectional shapes such as agenerally square cross-
section, a generally trapezoidal cross-section, a cross-
section with one or more rounded edges, or other con-
figuration asindicated by the needs of a given application.
Toimprove hermeticity, itis generally desired to increase
the interfacial area where the seal 1071 directly contacts
the bottom or top substrate 1002, 1061 or a layer formed
thereon. In some embodiments, the shape of the seal
can be designed such that the interfacial area can be
increased.

[0042] Theseal 1071 canbe arranged immediately ad-
jacent the OLED array 1021, and in other embodiments,
the seal 1071 is spaced some distance from the OLED
array 1021. In certain embodiment, the seal 1071 com-
prises generally linear segments that are connected to-
gether to surround the OLED array 1021. Such linear
segments of the seal 1071 can extend, in certain embod-
iments, generally parallel to respective boundaries of the
OLED array 1021. In other embodiment, one or more of
the linear segments of the seal 1071 are arranged in a
non-parallel relationship with respective boundaries of
the OLED array 1021. In yet other embodiments, at least
part of the seal 1071 extends between the top plate 1061
and bottom plate 1002 in a curvilinear manner.

[0043] As noted above, in certain embodiments, the
seal 1071 is formed using a frit material or simply "frit" or
glass frit," which includes fine glass particles. The frit par-
ticles includes one or more of magnesium oxide (MgO),
calcium oxide (CaO), barium oxide (BaO), lithium oxide
(Li»O), sodium oxide (Na,O), potassium oxide (K,O) bo-
ron oxide (B,O3), vanadium oxide (V,05), zinc oxide
(Zn0), tellurium oxide (TeO,), aluminum oxide (Al,O3),
silicon dioxide (SiO,), lead oxide (PbO), tin oxide (SnO),
phosphorous oxide (P,05), ruthenium oxide (Ru,O), ru-
bidium oxide (Rb,0), rhodium oxide (Rh,0), ferrite oxide
(Fe,0O3), copper oxide (CuO), titanium oxide (TiO,), tung-
sten oxide (WQO3), bismuth oxide (Bi»O3), antimony oxide
(Sb,03), lead-borate glass, tin-phosphate glass, vanad-
ate glass, and borosilicate, etc. In embodiments, these
particles range in size from about 2 um to about 30 pm,
optionally about 5 pm to about 10 wm, although not lim-
ited only thereto. The particles can be as large as about
the distance between the top and bottom substrates
1061, 1002 or any layers formed on these substrates
where the frit seal 1071 contacts.

[0044] The frit material used to form the seal 1071 can
also include one or more filler or additive materials. The
filler or additive materials can be provided to adjust an
overall thermal expansion characteristic of the seal 1071
and/or to adjust the absorption characteristics of the seal
1071 for selected frequencies of incident radiant energy.
Thefiller or additive material(s) can also include inversion

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

and/or additive fillers to adjust a coefficient of thermal
expansion of the frit. For example, the filler or additive
materials can include transition metals, such as chromi-
um (Cr), iron (Fe), manganese (Mn), cobalt (Co), copper
(Cu), and/or vanadium. Additional materials for the filler
or additives include ZnSiO,, PbTiO4, ZrO,, eucryptite.
[0045] In embodiments, a frit material as a dry compo-
sition contains glass particles from about 20 to 90 about
wt%, and the remaining includes fillers and/or additives.
Insome embodiments, the frit paste contains about 10-30
wt% organic materials and about 70-90% inorganic ma-
terials. In some embodiments, the frit paste contains
about 20 wt% organic materials and about 80 wt% inor-
ganic materials. In some embodiments, the organic ma-
terials may include about 0-30 wt% binder(s) and about
70-100 wt% solvent(s). In some embodiments, about 10
wt% is binder(s) and about 90 wt% is solvent(s) among
the organic materials. In some embodiments, the inor-
ganic materials may include about 0-10 wt% additives,
about 20-40 wt% fillers and about 50-80 wt% glass pow-
der. In some embodiments, about 0-5 wt% is additive(s),
about 25-30 wt% is filler(s) and about 65-75 wt% is the
glass powder among the inorganic materials.

[0046] In forming a frit seal, a liquid material is added
to the dry frit material to form a frit paste. Any organic or
inorganic solvent with or without additives can be used
as the liquid material. In embodiments, the solvent in-
cludes one or more organic compounds. For example,
applicable organic compounds are ethyl cellulose, nitro
cellulose, hydroxyl propyl cellulose, butyl carbitol ace-
tate, terpineol, butyl cellusolve, acrylate compounds.
Then, the thus formed frit paste can be applied to form
a shape of the seal 1071 on the top and/or bottom plate
1061, 1002.

[0047] In one exemplary embodiment, a shape of the
seal 1071 is initially formed from the frit paste and inter-
posed between the top plate 1061 and the bottom plate
1002. The seal 1071 can in certain embodiments be pre-
cured or pre-sintered to one of the top plate and bottom
plate 1061, 1002. Following assembly of the top plate
1061 and the bottom plate 1002 with the seal 1071 inter-
posed there between, portions of the seal 1071 are se-
lectively heated such that the frit material forming the
seal 1071 at least partially melts. The seal 1071 is then
allowed to resolidify to form a secure joint between the
top plate 1061 and the bottom plate 1002 to thereby in-
hibit exposure of the enclosed OLED pixel array 1021 to
oxygen or water.

[0048] Inembodiments, the selective heating of the frit
seal is carried out by irradiation of light, such as a laser
or directed infrared lamp. As previously noted, the frit
material forming the seal 1071 can be combined with one
or more additives or filler such as species selected for
improved absorption of the irradiated light to facilitate
heating and melting of the frit material to form the seal
1071.

[0049] Insome embodiments, OLED devices 1011 are
mass produced. In an embodiment illustrated in Fig. 10E,
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a plurality of separate OLED arrays 1021 is formed on a
common bottom substrate 1101. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, each OLED array 1021 is surrounded by a
shaped frit to form the seal 1071. In embodiments, com-
mon top substrate (not shown) is placed over the com-
mon bottom substrate 1101 and the structures formed
thereon such that the OLED arrays 1021 and the shaped
frit paste are interposed between the common bottom
substrate 1101 and the common top substrate. The
OLED arrays 1021 are encapsulated and sealed, such
as via the previously described enclosure process for a
single OLED display device. The resulting product in-
cludes a plurality of OLED devices kept together by the
common bottom and top substrates. Then, the resulting
product is cut into a plurality of pieces, each of which
constitutes an OLED device 1011 of Fig. 10D. In certain
embodiments, the individual OLED devices 1011 then
further undergo additional packaging operations to fur-
ther improve the sealing formed by the frit seal 1071 and
the top and bottom substrates 1061, 1002.

[0050] FIGS. 1 to 3 are views illustrating a method of
manufacturing an organic light emitting display appara-
tus, according to an embodiment of the presentinvention.
Referring to FIG. 1, a plurality of display units or arrays
11 are formed on a surface of a substrate 10, which is
equivalent to the bottom substrate 1002 or 1011. In one
embodiment, the substrate 10 may be formed of a trans-
parent glass material which mainly includes SiO,. Al-
though notillustrated in FIG. 1, a buffer layer (not shown)
may be further formed on the substrate 10 in order to
smoothen the substrate 10 and prevent fluorine atoms
from infiltrating into the substrate 10, and the buffer layer
may be formed of at least one of SiO,, SiNx and the like.
The substrate 10 is not limited to a transparent glass
material. That is, the substrate 10 may be formed of a
transparent plastic material, a metal foil, or the like. In
one embodiment, the substrate 10 may have multi lay-
ered configuration. Each of the display units 11 includes
an organic light emitting device or array of pixels display-
ing an image. The organic light emitting device may be
an active matrix (AM) organic light emitting device or a
passive matrix (PM) organic light emitting device, and
will be described later.

[0051] ReferringtoFIG. 2, asealing member 20, which
is equivalent to the top substrate 1061 is disposed so as
to face one surface of the substrate 10. A plurality of glass
frit units 21 are formed on the sealing member 20 so as
to correspond to an area surrounding the display units
11 of the substrate 10, respectively. A function of the
sealing member 20 is to protect the organic light emitting
devices from external moisture and air or the like, and is
formed of a transparent material. To achieve this, the
sealing member 20 may be formed of glass or plastic, or
may have a multi-layer structure including a plurality of
layers of organic and inorganic compounds. The glass
frit units 21 are formed on the sealing member 20. Then,
the sealing member 20 is combined with the substrate
10 as illustrated in FIG. 3.
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[0052] A method of forming the glass frit units 21 on
the sealing member 20 will be described in detail. FIG.
4 is a schematic cross-sectional view for explaining an
operation of forming the glass frit units 21 illustrated in
FIG. 2 on the sealing member 20 using a screen printing
method according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention. According to the illustrated embodiment of the
present invention, the glass frit units 21 are formed on
the sealing member 20 using a screen printing method.
When a screen printing method is used, a screen mask
30 is required to form a layer having a desired pattern.
Referring to FIG. 4, the screen mask 30includes a screen
unit or opening 31 through which glass frit paste for form-
ing the glass frit units 21 infiltrates or is transmitted, and
a shield unit 32 defining the screen unit 31 and blocking
the glass frit paste from being transmitted. The screen
mask 30 is formed of a mesh type material such as nylon
fabric so that glass frit paste having a predetermined
granularity may infiltrate the screen mask 30. The shield
unit 32 is formed on portions of the screen mask 30 except
where the screen unit 31 is formed by closing holes of
the mesh type material using a hardener to form the
shield unit 32 and define a pattern of the screen unit 31
corresponding to the shield unit 32. The screen mask 30
may be formed of polyester or stainless steel. Various
meshes may be used in the screen mask 30. However,
the screen mask 30 may have 31 to 62 meshes per
square centimeter, i.e., 200 through 400 meshes per
square inch for the sealing property of the glass frit units
21 according to the granularity and viscosity of the glass
frit paste.

[0053] Referring to FIG. 4, a supporting member 33 is
attached to a bottom surface of the screen mask 30, for
example, a bottom of a region corresponding to the shield
unit 32. The supporting member 33 may be formed of an
emulsion such as a resin, but is not limited thereto. How-
ever, other elements may be used to support the screen
mask. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the supporting member 33
may be slightly separated from the screen unit 31. The
glass frit paste is coated or put on the screen mask 30.
Asqueegee 37 is used to push the glass frit paste through
the meshes of the screen unit 31 to form the glass frit
units 21 in a predetermined pattern layer.

[0054] In order to manufacture a plurality of organic
light emitting display apparatuses using the one sub-
strate 10, a plurality of display units 11 independent from
each other are formed on the one substrate 10. In addi-
tion, the screen mask 30 includes a plurality of screen
units 31 so that the glass frit units 21 may be formed to
correspond to the area surrounding the display units 11,
respectively. The screen mask 30 is closely adhered to
the sealing member 20, and then a screen printing meth-
od is performed. At this time, when the pressure between
each of the screen units 31 and the sealing member 20
is the same, a regular coating can be realized. The glass
frit units 21 are screen-printed, and then the glass frit
units 21 may be cured using a predetermined sintering
process.
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[0055] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the
detailed arrangement and structure of one of the glass
frit units 21, according to an embodiment of the present
invention. Referring to FIG. 5, the glass frit units 21 may
be formed on the sealing member 20 such that the widths
of top and bottom surfaces of each of the glass frit units
21 may be differentfrom each other. That s, as illustrated
in FIG. 5, the width w1 of a bottom surface of each of the
glass frit units 21 facing the sealing member 20 is greater
than the width w2 of a top surface of each of the glass
frit units 21. In one embodiment, w2/w1 may be in the
range of about 0.5 to about 0.95. In some embodiments,
the ratio of W2 with respect to W1 of the glass frit struc-
ture, which is not pre-sintered or is pre-sintered, is about
0.4, 0.5, 0.6, 0.65,0.7,0.73, 0.75, 0.78, 0.8, 0.83, 0.85,
0.88, 0.9, 0.92,0.95, 0.97, 0.99 or 1.0. In certain embod-
iments, the ratio of W2 with respect to W1 is within a
range defined by two of foregoing ratios.

[0056] In an exemplary method of forming glass frit
paste by way of dispensing the glass frit paste from a
nozzle, the glass frit paste discharged from a nozzle of
a dispenser and applied on a substrate may have top
surface which is narrow, round and irregular. As aresult,
the w2/w1 value of the glass frit units 21 may be small
after the sintering process.

[0057] However, in the above discussed embodi-
ments, when the glass frit units 21 are formed using a
screen printing method, the screen mask 30 is used. An
upper surface of the glass frit paste is pressed by the
squeegee 37 so that the glass frit paste is pushed into
the screen units 31. The upper surface or portion of the
glass frit paste is pressed by the squeegee 37, when the
glass frit units 21 are formed on the sealing member 20.
Thus, the top surfaces of the glass frit units 21, which do
not contact the sealing member 20, are smooth and the
width ratio between the top and bottom surfaces, that is
w2/w1, can be equal to about 1, in one embodiment. In
particular, when using the screen printing method, a
w2/w1 value of about 0.7 or more can be easily obtained
without an additional operation.

[0058] In the illustrated embodiments, the width w1 of
the frit structure is substantially uniform throughout the
frit. In one embodiment, the variation of the width w1 may
be smaller than about 10 % of the greatest value of the
width w1. In certain embodiments, the variation of the
width w1 may be about 15, 10, 8, 6, 5,4, 3,2 or 1 % of
the greatest value of the width w1 of the frit structure. In
some embodiments, the variation of the width w1 may
be within a range between two of the foregoing variations
of the width w1. Similarly, in the illustrated embodiments,
the width w2 of the frit structure is substantially uniform
throughout the frit. In one embodiment, the variation of
the width w2 may be smaller than about 10 % of the
greatest value of the width w2. In certain embodiments,
the variation of the width w2 may be about 15, 10, 8, 6,
5,4, 3,2 or 1% of the greatest value of the width w2 of
the frit structure. In some embodiments, the variation of
the width w2 may be within a range between two of the
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foregoing variations of the width w2.

[0059] In the illustrated embodiments, the height h of
the frit structure is substantially uniform throughout the
frit. In one embodiment, the variation of the height h may
be smaller than about 20 % of the greatest value of the
height h. In certain embodiments, the variation of the
height h may be about 25, 20, 15, 10, 8, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2 or
1 % of the greatest value of the height h of the frit struc-
ture. In some embodiments, the variation of the height h
may be within a range between two of the foregoing var-
iations of the height h.

[0060] The height h of the glass frit units 21 may be
within a range of about 3 to about 100 micrometers. The
height h of the glass frit units 21 may be about 3 microm-
eters or more so as to maintain the height of the display
units 11. A distance d between each of the glass frit units
21 and each of the display units 11 may be about 20
micrometers or more. The distance d may be appropri-
ately determined according to manufacturing conditions
and the size of an organic emitting light display apparatus
to be manufactured. Thus, the distance d may be pref-
erably about 20 millimeters or less.

[0061] FIG.6isa planview for explaining the operation
in which the glass frit units 21 of FIG. 2 are coated on
the sealing member 20 of FIG. 2, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention. As described above,
the glass frit units 21 are formed so as to correspond to
an area surrounding the display units 11, respectively.
[0062] The glass frit units 21 are formed on the sealing
member 20, and then the sealing member 20 is combined
with the substrate 10. First, the sealing member 20 is
disposed on the substrate 10. At this time, the glass frit
units 21 are correctly aligned so as to correspond to the
area surrounding the display units 11 formed on the sub-
strate 10. After correctly aligning the glass frit units 21,
an operation of melting the glass frit units 21 is performed.
The glass frit units 21 may be melted using various meth-
ods. However, the glass frit units 21 may be melted using
alaserin order to prevent the display units 11 from being
thermally damaged. When the melted glass frit units 21
are cooled, the substrate 10 and the sealing member 20
are combined with each other by the glass frit units 21.
In particular, when the glass frit units 21 are melted using
a laser, a laser beam is irradiated on the top surfaces of
the glass frit units 21 which do not contact the sealing
member 20. In some embodiments, the top surfaces of
the glass frit units 21 are melted, and then the width w2
of the top surfaces can be greater than that after the
sintering process. Thus, the w2/w1 value of the glass frit
units 21 before the above melting and resolidifying or
pre-sintering process is in the range of about 0.5 to about
0.95, but the w2/w1 value of the glass frit units 21 after
the melting and resolidifying process may be in the range
of about 0.5 to about 1.

[0063] In an example of glass frit structure by using a
dispensing method with a nozzle, when the glass frit units
are formed using the dispensing method, the width of a
frit coating may be irregular due to the technical limitation
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of a dispenser. Further, the width of each of the glass frit
units increases and decreases at starting and finishing
points, respectively, at which an operation of coating the
glass frit units is started and finished, respectively. As a
result, since stress may be concentrated on a part on
which the width of the frit coating surface is not regular
when a laser beam is irradiated, sealing may be dam-
aged. However, as described above, in the above dis-
cussed embodiments, the width of the glass frit units 21
is regular as illustrated in FIG. 6 when the glass frit units
21 areformed using the screen printing method, the glass
frit units 21 may have improved reliability, and thus the
organic light emitting display apparatus may have im-
proved sealing ability.

[0064] The sealing member 20 is combined with the
substrate 10. Then, a plurality of organic light emitting
display apparatuses can be manufactured by cutting
along lines of the glass frit units 21 formed around each
of the display units 11.

[0065] A method of manufacturing an organic light
emitting display apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention may be used to manufacture
different types of organic light emitting display appara-
tuses. FIG. 7 is a partial schematic cross-sectional view
illustrating one of the display units 11 of FIG. 1, that is,
a partial schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a top
gate type active matrix (AM) organic light emitting display
apparatus including an AM organic light emitting device
50, according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0066] A buffer layer 41 may be formed on a substrate
10 in order to smoothen the substrate 10 and prevent
fluorine atoms from infiltrating into the substrate 10. The
buffer layer 41 may be formed of at least one of SiO,,
SiNx, and the like. A thin film transistor (TFT) is formed
on the substrate 10. At least one TFT is formed in each
pixel of the organic light emitting display apparatus, and
is electrically connected to the AM organic light emitting
device 50. In particular, a semiconductor layer 42 having
a predetermined pattern is formed on the buffer layer 41.
The semiconductor layer 42 may be formed of an inor-
ganic or organic semiconductor material such as amor-
phous silicon or polysilicon, and includes a source region,
a drain region and a channel region.

[0067] A gate insulating layer 43 formed of SiO,, SiNx
or the like is formed on the semiconductor layer 42. A
gate electrode 44 is formed on a predetermined region
of the gate insulating layer 43. The gate electrode 44 is
formed of MoW, Al/Cu or the like, butis not limited thereto.
That is, the gate electrode 44 may be formed of various
materials according to adhesion with adjacent layers, a
surface flatness of a stacked layer, electrical resistance,
plasticity or the like. The gate electrode 44 is connected
to a gate line (not shown) applying TFT on/off signals.
[0068] An inter-layer insulating layer 45 is formed on
the gate electrode 44 so that a source electrode 46 and
a drain electrode 47 may contact the source region and
the drain region of the semiconductor layer 42, respec-
tively. A passivationlayer48 covers and protects the TFT.
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The passivation layer 48 may comprise at least one of
an inorganic insulating layer and an organic insulating
layer. The inorganic insulating layer may be formed of
SiO,, SiNx, SiON, Al,O4, TiO,, Ta,05, HfO,, ZrO,, BST,
PZT or the like. The organic insulating layer may be
formed of a general-purpose polymer (PMMA, PS), pol-
ymer derivatives including a phenol group, an acryl based
polymer, an imide based polymer, an allyl ether based
polymer, an amide based polymer, a fluorine based pol-
ymer, a p-xylene based polymer, a vinyl alcohol based
polymer, a blend thereof, or the like.

[0069] A first electrode 51 functioning as an anode of
the AM organic light emitting device 50 is formed on the
passivation layer 48. A pixel-defining layer 49 is formed
of aninsulating material so as to cover the resulting struc-
ture. An opening is formed in the pixel-defining layer 49,
and then an organic emissive layer 52 of the AM organic
light emitting device 50 is formed in a region defined by
the opening. A second electrode 53 functioning as a cath-
ode of the AM organic light emitting device 50 is formed
so asto coverall pixels of the organic light emitting display
apparatus. The polarities of the first electrode 51 and the
second electrode 53 may be opposite to each other.
[0070] The AM organic light emitting device 50 which
displays images by emitting light according to current flow
includes the first electrode 51, the organic emissive layer
52 and the second electrode 53 which are electrically
connected to the drain electrode 47 of the TFT through
a contact hole. The first electrode 51 may be formed to
correspond to a pixel using a photolithographic method.
When the second electrode 53 is formed on the first elec-
trode 51, the second electrode 53 is connected to an
external terminal (not shown) to function as a cathode.
The second electrode 53 may be formed on an entire
active area displaying an image. The polarities of the first
electrode 51 and the second electrode 53 may be oppo-
site to each other. In the case of a bottom emission type
organic light emitting display apparatus projecting an im-
age towards the substrate 10, the first electrode 51 may
be a transparent electrode and the second electrode 53
may be a reflective electrode. The first electrode 51 may
be formed of ITO, 1ZO, ZnO, In,O4 or the like having a
high work function, and the second electrode 53 may be
formed of a metal having a low work function, that is, Ag,
Mg, Al, Pt, Pd, Au, Ni, Nd, Ir, Cr, Li, Ca or the like.
[0071] In the case of a top emission type organic light
emitting display apparatus projecting an image towards
the second electrode 53, the first electrode 51 may be a
reflective electrode, and the second electrode 53 may be
a transparent electrode. At this time, the first electrode
51, which is the reflective electrode, is formed as follows.
A reflective layer is formed of Ag, Mg, Al, Pt, Pd, Au, Ni,
Nd, Ir, Cr, Li, Ca, compounds thereof, or the like, and
then ITO, 1ZO, ZnO, In,O4 or the like having a high work
function is formed on the resulting structure. In addition,
the second electrode 53, which is the transparent elec-
trode, is formed as follows. A metal having a low work
function, that is, Ag, Mg, Al, Pt, Pd, Au, Ni, Nd, Ir, Cr, Li,
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Ca or a compound thereof is deposited, and an auxiliary
electrode layer or a bus electrode line formed of a trans-
parent conductive material such as ITO, 120, ZnO, In,04
or the like may be formed on the resulting structure. In a
dual emission type organic light emitting display appara-
tus, both of the first electrode 51 and the second electrode
53 may be transparent electrodes.

[0072] The organic emissive layer 52 interposed be-
tween the first electrode 51 and the second electrode 53
emits light by electrical driving of the first electrode 51
and the second electrode 53. The organic emissive layer
52 may be formed of a small molecular weight organic
material or a polymer organic material. When the organic
emissive layer 52 is formed of the small molecular weight
organic material, the organic emissive layer 52 may in-
clude a hole transport layer (HTL) and a hole injection
layer (HIL) which are sequentially stacked in a direction
towards the first electrode 51, and the organic emissive
layer 52 may include an electron transport layer (ETL)
and an electron injection layer (EIL) which are sequen-
tially stacked in a direction towards the second electrode
53. In addition, various additional layers may be formed
if necessary. An organic material used in the organic
emissive layer 52 may be copper phthalocyanine (CuPc),
N,N’-Di(naphthalene-1-yl)-N,N’-diphenyl-benzidine
(NPB), tris-8-hydroxyquinoline aluminum (Alq3) or the
like.

[0073] When the organic emissive layer 52 is formed
of the polymer organic material, the organic emissive lay-
er 52 may include only the HTL formed in the direction
towards the first electrode 51. The polymer HTL may be
formed of poly-(2,4)-ethylene-dihydroxy thiophene (PE-
DOT), polyaniline (PANI), or the like, and may be formed
on the first electrode 51 using an ink jet printing method
or a spin coating method. The polymer organic emissive
layer 52 may be formed of PPV, Soluble PPV’s, Cyano-
PPV, Polyfluorene, or the like. A color pattern may be
formed using ageneral method suchas anink jet printing,
spin coating, heat transfer with a laser, or the like.
[0074] Although a top gate type AM organic light emit-
ting display apparatus illustrated in FIG. 7 has been de-
scribed, the present invention is not limited thereto. That
is, various types of organic light emitting display appara-
tuses can be applied to embodiments of the present in-
vention.

[0075] In some embodiment, since the glass frit units
21 are coated using the screen printing method when the
organic light emitting display apparatus is manufactured
using the method according to the above discussed em-
bodiment of the present invention, manufacturing time
can be reduced compared to the dispensing method or
thelike. When using the screen printing method, the glass
frit units 21 can be easily patterned and the sectional
shapes of the glass frit units 21 can be regular. The or-
ganic light emitting device can be easily protected from
external moisture and air or the like due to good sealing
characteristics of the glass frit units 21.

[0076] Inan embodiment, glass frit units 21 are coated
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on a sealing member 20 using a screen mask 30 having
325 meshes, and the resulting structure is sintered for
ten minutes at a temperature of about 420°C. The sealing
member 20 is aligned with a substrate 10 including dis-
play units 11 formed thereon, and then the substrate 10
and the sealing member 20 are combined by irradiating
alaser beam. In an embodiment, since the glass frit units
21 are formed in a straight line pattern, a desired forma-
tion pattern of the glass frit units 21 can be easily ob-
tained. Since the width of each of the glass frit units 21
is enough, the reliability of adhesion between the sub-
strate 10 and the sealing member 20 can be improved.
In addition, although a mesh shape of the screen mask
30 may remain on the glass frit units 21 when the glass
frit units 21 are coated using a screen printing method.
[0077] FIG. 8 is a schematic plan view illustrating a
portion of an organic light emitting display apparatus
manufactured according to an embodiment of the present
invention. A method of manufacturing the organic light
emitting display apparatus according to the illustrated
embodiment of the present invention further includes
coating a sealant layer 60 on a sealing member 20. The
sealant layer 60 is coated to surround a plurality of glass
frit units 21. The sealant layer 60 may be an ultra violet
curing sealant or the like.

[0078] FIG. 9 is a schematic plan view illustrating an
organic light emitting display apparatus manufactured
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
Unlike FIG. 8, a plurality of sealant layers 60 surround a
plurality of glass frit units 21, respectively. The organic
light emitting display apparatuses of FIGS. 8 and 9 are
sealed by the sealant layers 60 and are again sealed by
the glass frit units 21. Accordingly, sealing efficiency can
be improved. In particular, although the organic light emit-
ting display apparatus shown in FIG. 9 are cut into each
display device to have one of the display units 11, a dou-
ble sealing can be maintained.

[0079] Using the method and the apparatus according
to embodiments of the present invention an organic light
emitting device can be easily sealed.

Claims

1. A method of making an organic light emitting display
the method comprising:

providing a first substrate (10) comprising a first
surface;

placing amask (30) over the first surface, where-
in the mask (30) comprises a patterned opening
(31) configured to pass a frit paste composition
therethrough and a shield unit (32)

defining the patterned opening and blocking the
frit paste from being transmitted wherein the pat-
terned opening forms a closed loop, wherein the
mask (30) comprises a second surface facing
away from the first surface of the first substrate
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(10); wherein the mask (30) further comprises a
sheet of screen with a plurality of meshes and
the shield unit (32) is formed on the sheet of
screen, wherein the shield unit (32) is to selec-
tively block the plurality of meshes of the sheet
of screen so as to form the patterned opening
(31) in the mask (30), and wherein the screen
has 31 to 62 meshes per square centimeter (i.e.
200to 400 meshes per square inch), and where-
in the mask (30) comprises a supporting mem-
ber (33) attached to a region of a surface facing
the first surface, the region being corresponding
to the shield unit (32),

providing the frit paste composition on the sec-
ond surface of the mask (30); and

pressing the frit paste composition such that the
frit paste composition passes through the pat-
terned opening (31) and lands on the first sur-
face of the first substrate (10) to form a structure
of the frit paste composition (21) in a closed loop
on the first surface.

The method of claim 1, wherein an organic light emit-
ting display array is formed on the first surface of the
first substrate (10), wherein the structure of the frit
paste composition surrounds the organic light emit-
ting display array.

The method of claim 1, further comprising:

providing a second substrate comprising a third
surface;

providing an organic light emitting display array
formed on the third surface; and

arranging the first and second substrates such
that the organic light emitting display array faces
the first substrate (10) and that the structure of
frit paste composition contacts the third surface.

The method of one of the preceding claims, further
comprising heating the structure of the frit paste com-
position to form a solid frit integrated with the first
substrate (10).

The method of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the mask (30) is placed over the first surface with a
gap between the mask (30) and the first surface.

The method of claim 5, wherein pressing the frit paste
composition causes the frit paste composition to
move into the gap.

The method of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the mask (30) comprises at least one additional pat-
terned opening configured to pass the frit paste com-
position there through, wherein the at least one ad-
ditional patterned opening forms a closed loop.
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The method of claim 7, wherein pressing comprises
forming at least one additional structure of the frit
paste composition in a closed loop on the first sub-
strate (10).

An apparatus for making an organic light emitting
display, the apparatus comprising:

a glass plate comprising a glass surface;

a frit integrated on the glass surface, wherein
the frit forms a closed loop, wherein the frit com-
prises a top surface, a first side surface and a
second side surface, wherein the top surface is
generally parallel to the glass surface and is not
covered by another glass plate, wherein the top
surface forms a closed loop and is free of a sub-
stantial bump or step, and

amask (30) comprising a patterned opening (31)
configured to pass a frit paste composition there-
through and a shield unit (32) defining the pat-
terned opening (31) and blocking the frit paste
from being transmitted there through, wherein
the patterned opening (31) forms a closed loop,
wherein the mask (30) comprises a second sur-
face facing away from the glass surface of the
glass plate; wherein the mask (30) comprises a
sheet of screen with a plurality of meshes and
the shield unit (32) is formed on the sheet of
screen, wherein the shield unit (32) is to selec-
tively block the plurality of meshes of the sheet
of screen so as to form the patterned opening
(31) in the mask (30), and wherein the screen
has 31 to 62 meshes per square centimeter (i.e.
200 to 400 meshes per square inch), and where-
in the frit having a height in the range of 3 to 100
micrometers

characterized by the mask (30) comprising a
supporting member (33) attached to a region of
a surface facing the glass surface, the region
being corresponding to the shield unit (32).

The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the top surface of
the frit is substantially flat.

The apparatus of one of claims 9 or 10, wherein the
frithas a heightwhich is a distance between the glass
surface and the top surface measured in a direction
perpendicular to the glass surface, and wherein the
height is substantially the same throughout the
closed loop.

The apparatus of one of claims 9through 11, wherein
the top surface and the first side surface of the frit
form a first edge therebetween, and wherein the top
surface and the second side of the frit form a second
edge therebetween.

The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the frit comprises
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a plurality of straight segments, and wherein the first
edge is substantially straight in a first one of the plu-
rality of straight segments.

The apparatus of one of claims 12 or 13, wherein
the frit comprises a plurality of straight segments,
and wherein the first edge and the second edge are
substantially parallel to each other in a second one
of the plurality of straight segments.

The apparatus of one of claims 12 through 14, where-
in the frit comprises a plurality of straight segments,
wherein a third one of the plurality of straight seg-
ments generally extends in a first direction parallel
to the glass surface, wherein the frit comprises a first
width which is a distance between the first edge and
the second edge measured in a second direction per-
pendicular to the first direction and parallel to the
glass surface, wherein the glass surface and the first
side surface form a third edge, wherein the glass
surface and the second side surface form a fourth
edge, wherein the frit has a second width which is a
distance between the third edge and the fourth edge
measured in the second direction, and wherein the
first width is 0.5 to 1 times of the second width.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Verfahren zum Herstellen einer organischen lichte-
mittierenden Anzeige, wobei das Verfahren auf-
weist:

Bereitstellen eines ersten Substrats (10), das ei-
ne erste Oberflache aufweist;

Platzieren einer Maske (30) Uber der ersten
Oberflache, wobei die Maske (30) eine struktu-
rierte Offnung (31), die konfiguriert ist, um eine
Frittenpastenzusammensetzung hindurch zu
fihren, und eine Abschirmeinheit (32), die die
strukturierte (")ffnung definiert und verhindert,
dass die Frittenpaste Gbertragen wird, aufweist,
wobei die strukturierte Offnung eine geschlos-
sene Schleife ausbildet, wobei die Maske (30)
eine zweite Oberflache, die von der ersten Ober-
flache des ersten Substrats (10) abgewandt ist,
aufweist; wobei die Maske (30) ferner eine Sieb-
platte mit einer Vielzahl von Maschen aufweist
und die Abschirmeinheit (32) auf der Siebplatte
ausgebildet ist, wobei die Abschirmeinheit (32)
dazu dient, die Vielzahl der Maschen der Sieb-
platte selektiv zu blockieren, um die strukturierte
Offnung (31)in der Maske (30) auszubilden, und
wobei das Sieb 31 bis 62 Maschen pro Quadrat-
zentimeter (d. h. 200 bis 400 Maschen pro Qua-
dratzoll) aufweist, und wobei die Maske (30) ein
Stltzelement (33), das an einem Bereich einer
der ersten Oberflache zugewandten Oberflache
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befestigt ist, aufweist, wobei der Bereich mit der
Abschirmeinheit (32) korrespondiert,
Bereitstellen der Frittenpastenzusammenset-
zung auf der zweiten Oberflache der Maske
(30); und

Pressen der Frittenpastenzusammensetzung
derart, dass die Frittenpastenzusammenset-
zung die strukturierte Offnung (31) passiert und
auf die erste Oberflache des ersten Substrats
(10) trifft, um eine Struktur der Frittenpastenzu-
sammensetzung (21) in einer geschlossenen
Schleife auf der ersten Oberflache auszubilden.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei ein organisches
lichtemittierendes Anzeigearray aufder ersten Ober-
flaiche des ersten Substrats (10) ausgebildet wird,
wobei die Struktur der Frittenpastenzusammenset-
zung das organische lichtemittierende Anzeigearray
umgibt.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner aufweisend:

Bereitstellen eines zweiten Substrats, das eine
dritte Oberflache aufweist;

Bereitstellen eines organischen lichtemittieren-
den Anzeigearrays, das auf der dritten Oberfla-
che ausgebildet wird; und

Anordnen des ersten und zweiten Substrats der-
art, dass das organische lichtemittierende An-
zeigearray dem ersten Substrat (10) zugewandt
ist und dass die Struktur der Frittenpastenzu-
sammensetzung mit der dritten Oberflache in
Kontakt steht.

Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspri-
che, ferner aufweisend das Erhitzen der Struktur der
Frittenpastenzusammensetzung, um eine mit dem
ersten Substrat (10) integrierte feste Fritte auszubil-
den.

Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspri-
che, wobei die Maske (30) mit einer Liicke zwischen
der Maske (30) und der ersten Oberflache ber der
ersten Oberflache platziert wird.

Verfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei das Pressen der
Frittenpastenzusammensetzung bewirkt, dass sich
die Frittenpastenzusammensetzung indie Liicke be-
wegt.

Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Anspri-
che, wobei die Maske (30) zumindest eine zusatzli-
che strukturierte (")ffnung, die konfiguriert ist, um die
Frittenpastenzusammensetzung hindurch zu fiih-
ren, aufweist, wobei die zumindest eine zuséatzliche
strukturierte Offnung eine geschlossene Schleife
ausbildet.
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Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das Pressen das
Ausbilden zumindest einer zusatzlichen Struktur der
Frittenpastenzusammensetzung in einer geschlos-
senen Schleife auf dem ersten Substrat (10) auf-
weist.

Vorrichtung zum Herstellen einer organischen lich-
temittierenden Anzeige, wobei die Vorrichtung auf-
weist:

eine Glasplatte, die eine Glasflache aufweist;
eine auf der Glasflache integrierte Fritte, wobei
die Fritte eine geschlossene Schleife ausbildet,
wobei die Fritte eine obere Flache, eine ersten
Seitenflache und eine zweite Seitenflache auf-
weist, wobei die obere Flache allgemein parallel
zur Glasflache ist und nicht von einer weiteren
Glasplatte bedeckt wird, wobei die obere Flache
eine geschlossene Schleife ausbildet und frei
von einer erheblichen Beule oder Stufe ist, und
eine Maske (30), die eine strukturierte Offnung
(31), die konfiguriert ist, eine Frittenpastenzu-
sammensetzung hindurch zu fihren, und eine
Abschirmeinheit (32), die die strukturierte Off-
nung (31) definiert und verhindert, dass die Frit-
tenpaste durch sie hindurch Ubertragen wird,
aufweist, wobei die strukturierte Offnung (31) ei-
ne geschlossene Schleife ausbildet, wobei die
Maske (30) eine zweite Oberflache, die von der
Glasflache der Glasplatte abgewandt ist, auf-
weist; wobei die Maske (30) eine Siebplatte mit
einer Vielzahl von Maschen aufweist und die Ab-
schirmeinheit (32) auf der Siebplatte ausgebil-
det ist, wobei die Abschirmeinheit (32) dazu
dienst, die Vielzahl der Maschen der Siebplatte
selektiv zu blockieren, um die strukturierte Off-
nung (31) in der Maske (30) auszubilden, und
wobei das Sieb 31 bis 62 Maschen pro Quadrat-
zentimeter (d. h. 200 bis 400 Maschen pro Qua-
dratzoll) aufweist und wobei die Fritte eine Hohe
im Bereich von 3 bis 100 Mikrometern aufweist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Maske
(30) ein Stutzelement (33), das an einem Be-
reich einer der Glasflache zugewandten Ober-
flache befestigt ist, aufweist, wobei der Bereich
mit der Abschirmeinheit (32) korrespondiert.

10. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei die obere Fla-

1.

che der Fritte im Wesentlichen flach ist.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 9 oder 10, wobei die Frit-
te eine Hohe aufweist, die ein Abstand zwischen der
Glasflache und der oberen Flache, derin einer Rich-
tung perpendikuldr zur Glasfliche gemessen wird,
ist, und wobei die H6he iberall in der geschlossenen
Schleife im Wesentlichen gleich ist.

12. Vorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 9 bis 11, wo-
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13.

14.

15.
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bei die obere Flache und die erste Seitenflache der
Fritte einen ersten Rand zwischen sich ausbilden,
und wobei die obere Flache und die zweite Seite der
Fritte einen zweiten Rand zwischen sich ausbilden.

Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 12, wobei die Fritte eine
Vielzahl gerader Segmente aufweist, und wobei der
erste Rand in einem ersten aus der Vielzahl der ge-
raden Segmente im Wesentlichen gerade ist.

Vorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 12 oder 13,
wobei die Fritte eine Vielzahl gerader Segmente auf-
weist, und wobei dererste Rand und der zweite Rand
in einem zweiten aus der Vielzahl der geraden Seg-
mente im Wesentlichen parallel zueinander sind.

Vorrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche 12 bis 14,
wobei die Fritte eine Vielzahl gerader Segmente auf-
weist, wobei sich ein drittes aus der Vielzahl der ge-
raden Segmente allgemein in eine erste Richtung
parallel zur Glasflache erstreckt, wobeidie Fritte eine
erste Breite aufweist, die ein Abstand zwischen dem
ersten Rand und dem zweiten Rand, der in einer
zweiten Richtung perpendikuldr zur ersten Richtung
und parallel zur Glasflache gemessen wird, ist, wo-
bei die Glasflache und die erste Seitenflache einen
dritten Rand ausbilden, wobei die Glasflache und die
zweite Seitenflache einen vierten Rand ausbilden,
wobei die Fritte eine zweite Breite aufweist, die ein
Abstand zwischen dem dritten Rand und dem vierten
Rand, der in der zweiten Richtung gemessen wird,
ist, und wobei die erste Breite 0,5 bis 1 mal die zweite
Breite ist.

Revendications

1.

Procédé de fabrication d’'un afficheur électrolumi-
nescent organique, le procédé consistant a :

fournir un premier substrat (10) comprenantune
premiére surface ;

placer un masque (30) sur la premiére surface,
le masque (30) comprenant une ouverture mu-
nie d’'un motif (31) configurée pour laisser pas-
ser une composition de pate de frittage a travers
celle-ci et une unité de blindage (32) définissant
I'ouverture munie d’'un motif et empéchant la pa-
te de frittage d’étre transmise, I'ouverture munie
d’un motif formant une boucle fermée, le mas-
que (30) comprenant une deuxiéme surface
tournée dans une direction opposée a la pre-
miére surface du premier substrat (10) ; le mas-
que (30) comprenant en outre une feuille d’écran
comportant une pluralité de mailles et I'unité de
blindage (32) étant formée sur la feuille d’écran,
I'unité de blindage (32) étant destinée a bloquer
la pluralité de mailles de la feuille d’écran afin
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de former I'ouverture munie d’un motif (31) dans
le masque (30), et I'écran comportant 31 a 62
mailles par centimétre carré (c’est-a-dire 200 a
400 mailles par pouce carré), et le masque (30)
comprenant un élément de support (33) fixé a
une région d'une surface tournée vers la pre-
miére surface, ladite région correspondant a
l'unité de blindage (32),

fournir la composition de pate de frittage sur la
deuxiéme surface du masque (30) ; et
comprimer la composition de pate de frittage de
fagon que la composition de pate de frittage pas-
se a travers 'ouverture munie d’un motif (31) et
atteigne la premiere surface du premier substrat
(10) afin de former une structure de la compo-
sition de pate de frittage (21) dans une boucle
fermée sur la premiére surface.

Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel un ré-
seau d’afficheurs électroluminescents organiques
estformé sur la premiéere surface du premier substrat
(10), dans lequel la structure de la composition de
pate de frittage entoure le réseau d’afficheurs élec-
troluminescents organiques.

Procédé selonlarevendication 1, consistant en outre
a:

fournir un deuxieéme substrat comprenant une
troisiéme surface ;

fournir un réseau d’afficheurs électrolumines-
cents organiques formé sur la ftroisieme
surface ; et

agencer les premier et deuxiéme substrats de
facon que le réseau d’afficheurs électrolumines-
cents organiques soit tourné vers le premier
substrat (10) et que la structure de la composi-
tion de pate de frittage vienne au contact de la
troisiéme surface.

Procédé selon I'une des revendications précéden-
tes, consistant en outre a chauffer la structure de la
composition de pate de frittage afin de former une
fritte solide intégrée au premier substrat (10).

Procédé selon I'une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel le masque (30) est placé au-dessus
de la premiére surface avec un interstice entre le
masque (30) et la premiére surface.

Procédé selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la
compression de la composition de pate de frittage
ameéne la composition de pate de frittage a se dé-
placer vers l'intérieur de l'interstice.

Procédé selon I'une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans lequel le masque (30) comprend au moins
une ouverture supplémentaire munie d’'un motif,
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configurée pour laisser passer la composition de pa-
te de frittage a travers celle-ci, ladite au moins une
ouverture supplémentaire munie d’'un motif formant
une boucle fermée.

Procédé selon la revendication 7, dans lequel la
compression consiste a former au moins une struc-
ture supplémentaire de la composition de pate de
frittage dans une boucle fermée sur le premier subs-
trat (10).

Appareil destiné a fabriquer un afficheur électrolu-
minescent organique, I'appareil comprenant :

une lame de verre comprenant une surface de
verre ;

une fritte intégrée a la surface de verre, la fritte
formant une boucle fermée, la fritte comprenant
une surface supérieure, une premiére surface
latérale et une deuxiéme surface latérale, la sur-
face supérieure étant globalement paralléle a la
surface de verre et n’étant pas recouverte par
une autre lame de verre, la surface supérieure
formant une boucle fermée et étant dépourvue
de toute bosse ou discontinuité notable, et

un masque (30) comprenant une ouverture mu-
nie d’'un motif (31) configurée pour laisser pas-
ser une composition de pate de frittage a travers
celle-ci et une unité de blindage (32) définissant
I'ouverture munie d’'un motif (31) et empéchant
la pate de frittage d’étre transmise a travers cel-
le-ci, 'ouverture munie d’'un motif (31) formant
une boucle fermée, le masque (30) comprenant
une deuxieme surface tournée dans une direc-
tion opposée a la surface de verre de la lame
deverre ;le masque (30) comprenantune feuille
d’écran présentant une pluralité de mailles et
I'unité de blindage (32) étant formée surla feuille
d’écran, l'unité de blindage (32) étant destinée
a bloquer sélectivement la pluralité de mailles
de la feuille d’écran afin de former I'ouverture
munie d’'un motif (31) dans le masque (30), et
danslequell’écran comporte 31 a 62 mailles par
centimétre carré (c’est-a-dire 200 a 400 mailles
par pouce carre), etdans lequel la fritte présente
une hauteur se situant dans l'intervalle de 3 a
100 micromeétres,

caractérisé en ce que le masque (30) com-
prend un élément de support (33) fixé a une ré-
gion d’'une surface tournée vers la surface de
verre, la région correspondant a 'unité de blin-
dage (32).

10. Appareil selon larevendication 9, dans lequel la sur-

face supérieure de la fritte est insensiblement plane.

11. Appareil selon 'une des revendications 9 ou 10,

dans lequel la fritte présente une hauteur qui est dé-
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finie par une distance entre la surface de verre et la
surface supérieure, mesurée dans une direction per-
pendiculaire a la surface de verre, et dans lequel la
hauteur est sensiblement identique dans la totalité
de la boucle fermée.

Appareil selon 'une des revendications 9 a 11, dans
lequel la surface supérieure et la premiére surface
latérale de la fritte forment entre elles un premier
bord, et dans lequel la surface supérieure et le
deuxiéme cb6té de la fritte forment entre eux un
deuxiéme bord.

Appareil selon la revendication 12, dans lequel la
fritte comprend une pluralité de segments droits, et
dans lequel le premier bord est sensiblement droit
dans un premier segmentdela pluralité de segments
droits.

Appareil selon 'une des revendications 12 ou 13,
dans lequel la fritte comprend une pluralité de seg-
ments droits, et dans lequel le premier bord et le
deuxiéme bord sont sensiblement paralléles 'un a
l'autre dans un deuxiéme segment de la pluralité de
segments droits.

Appareil selon I'une des revendications 12 a 14,
dans lequel la fritte comprend une pluralité de seg-
ments droits, dans lequel un troisieme segment de
la pluralité de segments droits s’étend globalement
dans une premiére direction paralléle a la surface
deverre, dans lequel la fritte comprend une premiére
largeur qui est définie par une distance entre le pre-
mier bord et le deuxiéme bord, mesurée dans une
deuxiéme direction perpendiculaire a la premiére di-
rection et paralléle a la surface de verre, dans lequel
la surface de verre et la premiére surface latérale
forment un troisiéme bord, dans lequel la surface de
verre etladeuxiéme surface latérale formentun qua-
trieme bords, dans lequel la fritte présente une
deuxiéme largeur qui est définie par une distance
entre le troisieme bord et le quatriéme bord, mesurée
dans la deuxiéme direction, et dans lequel la pre-
miére largeur est égale a 0,5 a 1 fois la deuxieme
largeur.
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