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(57) In one aspect, an emission driving unit (100) and
an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display having the
same are disclosed. The emission driving unit (100) in-
cludes an input signal generating circuit (110) that re-
ceives a FLM signal according to a first clock signal
(CLK1), receives a second clock signal (CLK2) according
to the FLM signal, and outputs a sequential input signal
(NEXT_IN). The emission driving unit (100) also includes
an inverter circuit (130) that receives the FLM signal ac-

cording to the first clock signal (CLK1), and that inverts
the FLM signal to generate an inverter output signal (IVT_
OUT). The emission driving unit (100) also includes an
output switching circuit (150) that outputs a first voltage
(VGH) having a logic high level or a second voltage (VGL)
having a logic low level as an emission signal (OUT) in
response to the inverter output signal (IVT_OUT). The
input signal generating circuit (110), the inverter circuit
(130), and the output switching circuit (150) are imple-
mented by transistors of the same kind.



EP 2 634 766 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The disclosed technology relates generally to
an emission driver. More particularly, the technology re-
lates to an emission driver implemented with N-type tran-
sistors or P-type transistors.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED TECHNOLOGY

[0002] According to a sequential emission method for
driving an organic light emitting diode (OLED) display
device, data may be scanned by each scan-line in re-
sponse to a scan signal that is sequentially applied. Or-
ganic light emitting diodes may emit light according to
each scan-line in response to an emission signal that is
also sequentially applied. Thus, a continuous dimming
effect may be achieved by controlling an off duty ratio
(i.e., a length of a period in which the emission signal is
not applied). In addition, a motion blur may be eliminated
because an off duty ratio provides a black band insertion
effect.
[0003] However, in case that an emission driver that
provides the emission signal is implemented by comple-
mentary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) transistors,
an operational speed of the emission driver may be slow,
and an inversion input signal may be additionally required
for proper operation of the emission driver

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] One inventive aspect is an emission driving unit,
which includes an input signal generating circuit config-
ured to receive a frame line mark (FLM) signal according
to a first clock signal, to receive a second clock signal
according to the FLM signal, and to output a sequential
input signal. The emission driving unit also includes an
inverter circuit configured to receive the FLM signal ac-
cording to the first clock signal, and to invert the FLM
signal to generate an inverter output signal. The emission
driving unit also includes an output switching circuit con-
figured to output a first voltage having a logic high level
or a second voltage having a logic low level as an emis-
sion signal in response to the inverter output signal,
where the input signal generating circuit, the inverter cir-
cuit, and the output switching circuit are implemented by
transistors of only N-type or P-type.
[0005] Another inventive aspect is an emission driver,
which includes a first emission driving unit configured to
receive a frame line mark (FLM) signal as an input signal,
and to output a first emission signal and a first sequential
input signal, the first emission driving unit being control-
led by a first clock signal and a second clock signal. The
emission driver also includes second through (n)th emis-
sion driving units, where n is an integer greater than or
equal to 3. The emission driving units are configured to
output second through (n)th emission signals, respec-

tively. The second through (n)th emission driving units
are controlled by the first clock signal and the second
clock signal. The first through (n-1)th emission driving
units sequentially provide the first sequential input signal
and second through (n-1)th sequential input signals as
the input signal to the second through (n)th emission driv-
ing units, respectively, and each of the first through (n)
th emission driving units includes an input signal gener-
ating circuit configured to receive the input signal accord-
ing to the first clock signal, to receive the second clock
signal according to the input signal, and to output one of
the first through (n-1)th sequential input signals. Each
emission driving unit also includes an inverter circuit con-
figured to receive the input signal according to the first
clock signal, and to invert the input signal to generate an
inverter output signal. Each emission driving unit also
includes an output switching circuit configured to output
a first voltage having a logic high level or a second voltage
having a logic low level as one of the first through (n)th
emission signals in response to the inverter output signal.
Each of the first through (n)th emission driving units may
be implemented by transistors of the same kind. The first
through (n)th emission signals may be substantially in-
verted versions of the FLM signal.
[0006] Another inventive aspect is an organic light
emitting diode display device including a display panel
configured to receive a first power voltage and a second
power voltage. The display panel has a plurality of pixel
circuits, and each of the pixel circuits includes an organic
light emitting diode, and a scan driver configured to se-
quentially provide first through (n)th scan signals, where
n is an integer greater than or equal to 3, to the pixel
circuits via first through (n)th scan-lines. The display pan-
el also includes a data driver configured to provide data
voltages to the pixel circuits via a plurality of data-lines
according to the first through (n)th scan signals, an emis-
sion driver configured to sequentially provide first through
(n)th emission signals to the pixel circuits via first through
(n)th emission control-lines, and a timing controller con-
figured to provide a first clock signal and a second clock
signal to the scan driver, the data driver, and the emission
driver. The emission driver includes first through (n)th
emission driving units that generate the first through (n)
th emission signals, respectively, and each of the first
through (n)th emission driving units is controlled by the
first clock signal and the second clock signal. Each of the
first through (n)th emission driving units is implemented
by transistors of the same kind, and the first through (n)
th emission driving units receive a frame line mark (FLM)
signal and first through (n-1)th sequential input signals
as an input signal, respectively.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] Illustrative, non-limiting example embodiments
will be more clearly understood from the following de-
tailed description taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.
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FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emission
driving unit according to example embodiments.
FIG. 2A is a block diagram illustrating an emission
driver according to example embodiments.
FIG. 2B is a timing diagram illustrating an operation
of an emission driver of FIG. 2A.
FIG. 3A is a circuit diagram illustrating an inverter
circuit included in an emission driving unit of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3B is a timing diagram illustrating an operation
of an inverter circuit of FIG. 3A.
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a relation between an
input and an output of an emission driving unit of
FIG. 1.
FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emission
driving unit according to example embodiments.
FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emission
driving unit according to example embodiments.
FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating an inverter cir-
cuit included in an emission driving unit of FIG. 6.
FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emission
driving unit according to example embodiments.
FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an organic light
emitting display device according to example em-
bodiments.
FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating an electric de-
vice having an organic light emitting display device
of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF CERTAIN INVENTIVE 
EMBODIMENTS

[0008] It will be understood that when an element is
referred to as being "connected" or "coupled" to another
element, it can be directly connected or coupled to the
other element or intervening elements may be present.
In contrast, when an element is referred to as being "di-
rectly connected" or "directly coupled" to another ele-
ment, there are no intervening elements present. Other
words used to describe the relationship between ele-
ments should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g., "be-
tween" versus "directly between," "adjacent" versus "di-
rectly adjacent," etc.).
[0009] It will be understood that embodiments of the
invention may be combined if not explicitly stated other-
wise.
[0010] FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emis-
sion driving unit according to example embodiments.
[0011] Referring to FIG. 1, the emission driving unit
100 may include an input signal generating circuit 110,
an inverter circuit 130, and an output switching circuit
150.
[0012] In one example embodiment, the emission driv-
ing unit 100 may be implemented by only N-channel met-
al-oxide semiconductor (NMOS) transistors. In another
example embodiment, the emission driving unit 100 may
be implemented by only P-channel metal-oxide semicon-
ductor (PMOS) transistors. A conventional emission driv-
ing unit is implemented by complementary metal-oxide

semiconductor (CMOS) transistors including NMOS
transistors and PMOS transistors. As a result, although
the conventional emission driving unit consumes low
power, an operational speed of the conventional emis-
sion driving unit may be slow, and an inversion input sig-
nal may be additionally required for an operation of the
conventional emission driving unit. Therefore, the emis-
sion driving unit 100 may include an inverter circuit. As
a result, the emission driving unit 100 may be implement-
ed by only N-type transistors or only P-type transistors,
and may be controlled by one non-inversion input signal
and two clock signals. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the emis-
sion driving unit 100 may be implemented by only NMOS
transistors. Hereinafter, a structure and an operation of
the emission driving unit 100 implemented by only NMOS
transistors is described in detail.
[0013] The input signal generating circuit 110 may re-
ceive a frame line mark signal FLM in response to a first
clock signal CLK1, may receive a second clock signal
CLK2 according to the frame line mark signal FLM, and
may output a sequential input signal NEXT_IN. In one
example embodiment, the input signal generating circuit
110 may include a first transistor M1, a second transistor
M2, and a first capacitor C1. The first transistor M1 may
include a source electrode, a drain electrode for receiving
the frame line mark signal FLM, and a gate electrode for
applying the frame line mark signal FLM to the source
electrode in response to the first clock signal CLK1. The
second transistor M2 may include a drain electrode for
receiving the second clock signal CLK2, a gate electrode
coupled to the source electrode of the first transistor M1,
and a source electrode for outputting the sequential input
signal NEXT_IN. The first capacitor C1 may be coupled
between the source electrode of the first transistor M1
and the source electrode of the second transistor M2.
[0014] The inverter circuit 130 may receive the frame
line mark signal FLM in response to the first clock signal
CLK1, and may generate an inverter output signal IVT_
OUT by inverting the frame line mark signal FLM. In one
example embodiment, the inverter circuit 130 may in-
clude third through eighth transistors M3 through M8, and
first through third capacitors C1 through C3.
[0015] In the inverter circuit 130, the third transistor M3
may provide the frame line mark signal FLM to a first
node N1 in response to the first clock signal CLK1. The
fourth transistor M4 may include a gate electrode coupled
to the first node N1, a source electrode coupled to a sec-
ond voltage supply terminal VGL (i.e., a terminal for sup-
plying a second voltage VGL), and a drain electrode cou-
pled to a second node N2. The second capacitor C2 may
be coupled between the first node N1 and the second
voltage supply terminal VGL. The fifth transistor M5 may
include a drain electrode coupled to the source electrode
of the second transistor M2 of the input signal generating
circuit 110, a source electrode coupled to the second
voltage supply terminal VGL, and a gate electrode cou-
pled to the second node N2. The sixth transistor M6 may
include a source electrode coupled to the second node
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N2, a drain electrode coupled to a third node N3, and a
gate electrode for receiving the second clock signal
CLK2. The seventh transistor M7 may include a source
electrode coupled to the third node N3, a drain electrode
coupled to a first voltage supply terminal VGH (i.e., a
terminal for supplying a first voltage VGH), and a gate
electrode for receiving the first clock signal CLK1. The
eighth transistor M8 may include a gate electrode cou-
pled to the third node N3, a drain electrode for receiving
the second clock signal CLK2, and a source electrode
coupled to a fourth node N4. The third capacitor C3 may
be coupled between the third node N3 and the fourth
node N4.
[0016] The inverter circuit 130 may invert an input sig-
nal to output an inverted input signal in response to a
clock signal that is periodically applied. Therefore, the
inverter circuit 130 may generate the inverter output sig-
nal IVT_OUT by inverting the frame line mark signal FLM
in response to the first and second clock signals CLK1
and CLK2. An operation of the inverter circuit 130 is de-
scribed in detail with reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B.
[0017] The output switching circuit 150 may output a
first voltage VGH having a logic high level or a second
voltage VGL having a logic low level as an emission sig-
nal OUT in response to the inverter output signal IVT_
OUT. Hence, the emission signal OUT output from the
emission driving unit 100 may have a pulse shape. In
one example embodiment, the output switching circuit
150 may include an output terminal Nout, a ninth tran-
sistor M9, and a tenth transistor M10. The emission signal
OUT may be output at the output terminal Nout. The ninth
transistor M9 may include a gate electrode coupled to
the first node N1, a source electrode coupled to the sec-
ond voltage supply terminal VGL, and a drain electrode
coupled to the output terminal Nout. The tenth transistor
M10 may include a gate electrode coupled to the second
node N2, a source electrode coupled to the output ter-
minal Nout, and a drain electrode coupled to the first volt-
age supply terminal VGH.
[0018] In the emission driving unit 100, the emission
signal OUT may have an inverted shape of the frame line
mark signal FLM. In one example embodiment, when the
frame line mark signal FLM has one high-pulse that rises
from a logic low level to a logic high level, the emission
signal OUT may have one low-pulse that falls from a logic
high level to a logic low level. Here, since an emission
transistor included in a pixel circuit is also an NMOS tran-
sistor, the emission transistor may turn-off in a period
corresponding to a logic low level of the emission signal
OUT. On the other hand, the emission transistor may
turn-on in a period corresponding to a logic high level of
the emission signal OUT, so that an organic light emitting
diode coupled to the emission transistor may emit light.
[0019] In one example embodiment, the emission sig-
nal OUT (e.g., may be referred to as a first voltage) may
have a high voltage level enough to turn-on an NMOS
transistor (e.g., the emission transistor), and the emission
signal OUT (e.g., may be referred to as a second voltage)

may have a low voltage level enough to turn-off an NMOS
transistor ( e.g., the emission transistor).
[0020] FIG. 2A is a block diagram illustrating an emis-
sion driver according to example embodiments.
[0021] Referring to FIG. 2A, the emission driver 200
may include a plurality of emission driving units 100_1
through 100_4. Here, the number of emission driving
units corresponds to the number of scan-lines of an or-
ganic light emitting display device. For example, in case
that there are N scan-lines between a display panel and
a scan driver, the emission driver 200 may include N
emission driving units 100_1 through 100_N. Although
first through fourth emission driving units 100_1 through
100_4 are illustrated in FIG. 2A, the number of emission
driving units are not limited thereto. Hereinafter, an op-
eration of the emission driver 200 is described in detail.
[0022] The first emission driving unit 100_1 may re-
ceive a frame line mark signal FLM as an input signal,
and may output a first emission signal OUT1 and a first
sequential input signal NEXT_IN1. Here, the first emis-
sion driving unit 100_1 may be controlled by a first clock
signal CLK1 and a second clock signal CLK2. The first
emission signal OUT1 may be applied to a display panel
via a first emission line. The first sequential input signal
NEXT_IN1 may be applied as an input signal to a next
stage (i.e., the second emission driving unit 100_2). In
other words, a sequential input signal output from one
stage may be used as an input signal for another stage
that is adjacent to the stage. Thus, if an input signal FLM
is input to the first emission driving unit 100_1, the first
through third sequential input signals NEXT_IN1 through
NEXT_IN3 output from the first through third emission
driving units 100_1 through 100_3 may be applied to the
second through fourth emission driving unit 100_2
through 100_4, respectively.
[0023] Each of the emission driving units 100_1
through 100_4 may include an input signal generating
circuit, an inverter circuit, and an output switching circuit.
The input signal generating circuit may receive an input
signal (i.e., FLM, NEXT_IN1 through NEXT_IN3) in re-
sponse to the first clock signal CLK1, may receive the
second clock signal CLK2 in response to the input signal
(i.e., FLM, NEXT_IN1 through NEXT_IN3), and may out-
put one signal of the first through fourth sequential input
signals NEXT_IN1 through NEXT_IN4. The inverter cir-
cuit may receive an input signal (i.e., FLM, NEXT_IN1
through NEXT_IN3) in response to the first clock signal
CLK1, and may invert the input signal (i.e., FLM, NEXT_
IN1 through NEXT_IN3) to generate an inverter output
signal. The output switching circuit may output a first volt-
age having a logic high level or a second voltage having
a logic low level as one signal of the first through fourth
emission signals OUT1 through OUT4 in response to the
inverter output signal. As described above, the emission
driver 200 may be controlled by only three signals (i.e.,
FLM, CLK1, and CLK2) without any additional inversion
signal. In one example embodiment, each of the emission
driving units 100_1 through 100_4 may be implemented
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by transistors of the same kind (i.e., only N-type transis-
tors or only P-type transistors).
[0024] FIG. 2B is a timing diagram illustrating opera-
tions of an emission driver of FIG. 2A.
[0025] Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, after the frame
line mark signal FLM is applied to the first emission driv-
ing unit 100_1, the first through fourth emission signals
OUT1 through OUT4 are sequentially output as the first
through third sequential input signals NEXT_IN1, NEXT_
IN2, and NEXT_IN3 are sequentially applied to the sec-
ond through fourth emission driving unit 100_2 through
100_4. That is, a low-pulse of the emission signal (i.e.,
OUT1 through OUT4) may be shifted by a predetermined
time interval. Therefore, organic light emitting diodes may
emit light by each scan-line in a display panel that re-
ceives the first through fourth emission signals OUT1
through OUT4. In one example embodiment, each of the
first through fourth emission signals OUT1 through OUT4
may have an inverted shape of the frame line mark signal
FLM.
[0026] FIG. 3A is a circuit diagram illustrating an in-
verter circuit included in an emission driving unit of FIG.
1. FIG. 3B is a timing diagram illustrating operations of
an inverter circuit of FIG. 3A.
[0027] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 3B, the inverter circuit
300 may correspond to the inverter circuit 130 of FIG. 1.
In detail, an input signal IN, an output signal OUT, and a
node A of the inverter circuit 300 may correspond to the
frame line mark signal FLM, the inverter output signal
IVT_OUT, and the third node N3 of the inverter circuit
130 of FIG. 1, respectively. As illustrated in FIG. 3A, the
inverter circuit 300 may be implemented with NMOS tran-
sistors. Hereinafter, an operation of the inverter circuit
300 is described in detail.
[0028] The first transistor T1 may output a second volt-
age VGL having a logic low level as the output signal
OUT in response to the input signal IN having a logic high
level. Namely, when the input signal IN has a logic high
level, the first transistor T1 may turn-on. Thus, the second
voltage VGL may be output as the output signal OUT.
On the other hand, when the input signal IN has a logic
low level, the first transistor T1 may turn-off. Thus, a first
voltage VGH having a logic high level may be output as
the output signal OUT based on a first clock signal CLK1
and a second clock signal CLK2. In detail, the output
signal OUT may become the first voltage VGH (i.e., a
level of the output signal OUT may rise to a logic high
level) at a rising edge t2 of the second clock signal CLK2
following a falling edge t1 of the input signal IN. In this
way, the input signal IN may be inverted by the inverter
circuit 300, and then an inverted signal of the input signal
IN may be output as the output signal OUT.
[0029] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a relation be-
tween an input and an output of an emission driving unit
of FIG. 1.
[0030] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 4, an output signal
OUT may have an inverted shape of an input signal FLM.
Here, the input signal FLM may correspond to the frame

line mark signal FLM of FIG. 1, and the output signal OUT
may correspond to the emission signal OUT of FIG. 1.
In one example embodiment, an organic light emitting
display device may be implemented with NMOS transis-
tors. In this case, organic light emitting diodes may emit
light when an emission signal having a logic high level is
applied. On the other hand, organic light emitting diodes
may not emit light when an emission signal having a logic
low level is applied. Thus, a period in which an emission
signal having a logic low level is applied may correspond
to a non-emission period.
[0031] As illustrated in FIG. 4, a pulse width of a logic
high level of the input signal FLM may be proportional to
a pulse width of a logic low level of the output signal OUT.
For instance, as a pulse width of a logic high level of the
input signal FLM increases from "a" to "b", a pulse width
of a logic low level of the output signal OUT may increase
from "a"’ to "b"’. Thus, a length of the non-emission period
may increase. According to this embodiment, a length of
the non-emission period may be adjusted by adjusting a
pulse width of a logic high level of the frame line mark
signal FLM input to the emission driving unit 100. In the
non-emission period, operations such as data scan,
threshold voltage compensation, etc are performed for a
pixel circuit. Hence, this embodiment may achieve a suf-
ficient time for performing the operations such as data
scan, threshold voltage compensation, etc by adjusting
a length of the non-emission period.
[0032] In addition, since organic light emitting diodes
do not emit light in the non-emission period, this embod-
iment may achieve a continuous dimming effect by ad-
justing a length of the non-emission period. Further, the
this embodiment may eliminate a motion blur by adjusting
a length of the non-emission period because the non-
emission period provides a black band insertion effect.
Thus, an impulse driving operation may be performed
using the emission driving unit 100 that is implemented
with NMOS transistors.
[0033] FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emis-
sion driving unit according to example embodiments.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 5, except for an output control
circuit 510, the emission driving unit 500 may have the
same structure as the emission driving unit 100 of FIG.
1. Thus, repeated descriptions of features of the emission
driving unit 100 of FIG. 1 are omitted below. Hereinafter,
operation of the emission driving unit 500 is described
with focus on the output control circuit 510.
[0035] The output control circuit 510 may be coupled
to an inverter circuit, and may be controlled by an output
control signal ESR. The output control circuit 510 may
include a first output control transistor Q1 and a second
output control transistor Q2.
[0036] In one example embodiment, when the output
control signal having a logic high level is applied to the
output control circuit 510, a second voltage VGL having
a DC level may be output as an emission signal OUT. In
detail, when the output control signal ESR having a logic
high level is applied, the first and second output control
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transistors Q1 and Q2 may turn-on. As a result, a ninth
transistor M9 may turn-on because a first voltage VGH
having a logic high level is applied to a gate electrode of
the ninth transistor M9. In addition, a tenth transistor M10
may turn-off because the second voltage VGL having a
logic low level is applied to a gate electrode of the tenth
transistor M10. Thus, the second voltage VGL may be
output as the emission signal OUT by the ninth transistor
M9. As described above, the emission driving unit 500
having the output control circuit 510 may control the emis-
sion signal OUT to have a DC level. For example, if an
organic light emitting display device is implemented with
NMOS transistors, the emission driving unit 500 may con-
trol the emission signal OUT to have a logic low DC level.
On the other hand, if an organic light emitting display
device is implemented with PMOS transistors, the emis-
sion driving unit 500 may control the emission signal OUT
to have a logic high DC level. In addition, when the output
control signal ESR having a logic low level is applied to
the output control circuit 510, the first and second output
control transistors Q1 and Q2 may turn-off. As a result,
the emission driving unit 500 may be substantially the
same circuit as the emission driving unit 100 of FIG. 1.
[0037] As described above, the output control circuit
510 may perform a function (or, operation) for maintain-
ing the emission signal OUT to be a DC signal having a
logic high level or a logic low level. In one example em-
bodiment, the emission driving unit 500 having the output
control circuit 510 may be used for initially operating an
organic light emitting display device. When an organic
light emitting display device is initially operated, a prep-
aration time for a normal operation mode may be re-
quired. At this time (i.e., during the preparation time), it
may be beneficial to prevent organic light emitting diodes
from emitting light. Therefore, the output control signal
ESR having a logic low level may be applied to the output
control circuit 510 when initially operating an organic light
emitting display device. As a result, organic light emitting
diodes may be controlled to be in a turn-off state because
the emission signal OUT has a logic low DC level during
the preparation time.
[0038] FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emis-
sion driving unit according to example embodiments.
Here, the emission driving unit 600 may be implemented
with PMOS transistors. Referring to FIG. 6, the emission
driving unit 600 may include an input signal generating
circuit 610, an inverter circuit 630, and an output switch-
ing circuit 650.
[0039] The input signal generating circuit 610 may re-
ceive a frame line mark signal FLM in response to a first
clock signal CLK1, may receive a second clock signal
CLK2 in response to the frame line mark signal FLM, and
may output a sequential input signal NEXT_IN. In one
example embodiment, the input signal generating circuit
610 may include a first transistor M1, a second transistor
M2, and a first capacitor C1. The first transistor M1 may
include a drain electrode, a source electrode for receiving
the frame line mark signal FLM, and a gate electrode for

applying the frame line mark signal FLM to the drain elec-
trode in response to the first clock signal CLK1. The sec-
ond transistor M2 may include a source electrode for re-
ceiving the second clock signal CLK2, a gate electrode
coupled to the drain electrode of the first transistor M1,
and a drain electrode for outputting the sequential input
signal NEXT_IN. The first capacitor C1 may be coupled
between the drain electrode of the first transistor M1 and
the drain electrode of the second transistor M2.
[0040] The inverter circuit 630 may receive the frame
line mark signal FLM in response to the first clock signal
CLK1, and may generate an inverter output signal IVT_
OUT by inverting the frame line mark signal FLM. In one
example embodiment, the inverter circuit 630 may in-
clude third through eighth transistors M3 through M8, and
first through third capacitors C1 through C3.
[0041] In the inverter circuit 630, the third transistor M3
may provide the frame line mark signal FLM to a first
node N1 in response to the first clock signal CLK1. The
fourth transistor M4 may include a gate electrode coupled
to the first node N1, a source electrode coupled to a first
voltage supply terminal VGH (i.e., a terminal for supplying
a first voltage VGH), and a drain electrode coupled to a
second node N2. The second capacitor C2 may be cou-
pled between the first node N1 and the first voltage supply
terminal VGH. The fifth transistor M5 may include a drain
electrode coupled to the drain electrode of the second
transistor M2 of the input signal generating circuit 610, a
source electrode coupled to the first voltage supply ter-
minal VGH, and a gate electrode coupled to the second
node N2. The sixth transistor M6 may include a source
electrode coupled to the second node N2, a drain elec-
trode coupled to a third node N3, and a gate electrode
for receiving the second clock signal CLK2. The seventh
transistor M7 may include a source electrode coupled to
the third node N3, a drain electrode coupled to a second
voltage supply terminal VGL (i.e., a terminal for supplying
a second voltage VGL), and a gate electrode for receiving
the first clock signal CLK1. The eighth transistor M8 may
include a gate electrode coupled to the third node N3, a
source electrode for receiving the second clock signal
CLK2, and a drain electrode coupled to a fourth node N4.
The third capacitor C3 may be coupled between the third
node N3 and the fourth node N4. The inverter circuit 630
may generate the inverter output signal IVT_OUT by in-
verting the frame line mark signal FLM in response to the
first and second clock signals CLK1 and CLK2.
[0042] The output switching circuit 650 may output a
first voltage VGH having a logic high level or a second
voltage VGL having a logic low level as an emission sig-
nal OUT in response to the inverter output signal IVT_
OUT. Hence, the emission signal OUT output from the
emission driving unit 600 may have a pulse shape. In
one example embodiment, the output switching circuit
650 may include an output terminal Nout, a ninth tran-
sistor M9, and a tenth transistor M10. The emission signal
OUT may be output at the output terminal Nout. The ninth
transistor M9 may include a gate electrode coupled to
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the first node N1, a source electrode coupled to the first
voltage supply terminal VGH, and a drain electrode cou-
pled to the output terminal Nout. The tenth transistor M10
may include a gate electrode coupled to the second node
N2, a source electrode coupled to the output terminal
Nout, and a drain electrode coupled to the second voltage
supply terminal VGL.
[0043] In the emission driving unit 600, the emission
signal OUT may have an inverted shape of the frame line
mark signal FLM. In one example embodiment, when the
frame line mark signal FLM has one low-pulse that falls
from a logic high level to a logic low level, the emission
signal OUT may have one high-pulse that rises from a
logic low level to a logic high level. Here, since an emis-
sion transistor included in a pixel circuit is also a PMOS
transistor, the emission transistor may turn-off in a period
corresponding to a logic high level of the emission signal
OUT. On the other hand, the emission transistor may
turn-on in a period corresponding to a logic low level of
the emission signal OUT, so that an organic light emitting
diode coupled to the emission transistor may emit light.
[0044] In one example embodiment, the emission sig-
nal OUT (e.g., may be referred to as a first voltage) may
have a high voltage level enough to turn-off an PMOS
transistor (i.e., the emission transistor), and the emission
signal OUT (e.g., may be referred to as a second voltage)
may have a low voltage level enough to turn-on an PMOS
transistor (i.e., the emission transistor).
[0045] FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating an inverter
circuit included in an emission driving unit of FIG. 6.
[0046] Referring to FIG. 7, the inverter circuit 700 may
correspond to the inverter circuit 630 of FIG. 6. In detail,
an input signal IN, an output signal OUT, and a node A
of the inverter circuit 700 may correspond to the frame
line mark signal FLM, the inverter output signal IVT_OUT,
and the third node N3 of the inverter circuit 630 of FIG.
6, respectively. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the inverter circuit
700 may be implemented with PMOS transistors. The
first transistor T1 may output a first voltage VGH having
a logic high level as the output signal OUT in response
to the input signal IN having a logic low level. When the
input signal IN has a logic high level, the first transistor
T1 may turn-off. Thus, a second voltage VGL having a
logic low level may be output as the output signal OUT
based on a first clock signal CLK1 and a second clock
signal CLK2.
[0047] FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram illustrating an emis-
sion driving unit according to example embodiments. Re-
ferring to FIG. 8, except for an output control circuit 810,
the emission driving unit 800 may have the same struc-
ture as the emission driving unit 600 of FIG. 6.
[0048] The output control circuit 810 may be coupled
to an inverter circuit, and may be controlled by an output
control signal ESR. The output control circuit 810 may
include a first output control transistor Q1 and a second
output control transistor Q2.
[0049] In one example embodiment, when the output
control signal having a logic low level is applied to the

output control circuit 810, a first voltage VGH having a
DC level may be output as an emission signal OUT. In
detail, when the output control signal ESR having a logic
low level is applied, the first and second output control
transistors Q1 and Q2 may turn-on. As a result, a ninth
transistor M9 may turn-on because a second voltage
VGL having a logic low level is applied to a gate electrode
of the ninth transistor M9. In addition, a tenth transistor
M10 may turn-off because the first voltage VGH having
a logic high level is applied to a gate electrode of the
tenth transistor M10. Thus, the first voltage VGH may be
output as the emission signal OUT by the ninth transistor
M9. On the other hand, when the output control signal
ESR having a logic high level is applied to the output
control circuit 810, the first and second output control
transistors Q1 and Q2 may turn-off. As a result, the emis-
sion driving unit 800 may be substantially the same circuit
as the emission driving unit 600 of FIG. 6.
[0050] FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an organic
light emitting display device according to example em-
bodiments. Referring to FIG. 9, the organic light emitting
display device 900 may include a display panel 910, a
scan driver 920, a data driver 930, an emission driver
200, and a timing controller 940.
[0051] The display panel 910 may include a plurality
of pixel circuits. The display panel 910 may receive a first
power voltage ELVDD and a second power voltage
ELVSS. Each pixel circuit may include an organic light
emitting diode. The scan driver 920 may sequentially pro-
vide first through (n)th scan signals to the pixel circuits
via first through (n)th scan-lines S1 through Sn, where n
is an integer greater than or equal to 3. The data driver
930 may provide data voltages to the pixel circuits via a
plurality of data-lines D1 through Dm based on the first
through (n)th scan signals. The emission driver 200 may
sequentially provide first through (n)th emission signals
to the pixel circuits via first through (n)th emission control-
lines EM1 through EMn. The timing controller 940 may
provide a first clock signal CLK1 and a second clock sig-
nal CLK2 to the scan driver 920, the data driver 930, and
the emission driver 200.
[0052] In one example embodiment, the emission driv-
er 200 may include first through (n)th emission driving
units that generates the first through (n)th emission sig-
nals, respectively. In example embodiments, each of the
first through (n)th emission driving units may include an
inverter circuit. Hence, each of the first through (n)th
emission driving units may be implemented by only
NMOS transistors or only PMOS transistors. Each of the
first through (n)th emission driving units may be control-
led by the first clock signal CLK1 and the second clock
signal CLK2. In addition, the first through (n)th emission
driving units may receive a frame line mark (FLM) signal
and first through (n-1)th sequential input signals as an
input signal, respectively.
[0053] In example embodiments, the emission driver
200 may be implemented with NMOS transistors. In this
case, a period in which the first through (n)th emission
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signals have a logic low level may correspond to a period
in which a data programming operation is performed for
the pixel circuits. In addition, a period in which the first
through (n)th emission signals have a logic high level
may correspond to a period in which organic light emitting
diodes included in the pixel circuits emit light.
[0054] Meanwhile, the emission driver 200 may adjust
a length of a period in which the display panel 910 dis-
plays a black image by controlling an off duty ratio of the
first through (n)th emission signals. Thus, an impulse
driving operation may be performed using the emission
driver 200 that is implemented by transistors of the same
kind (i.e., only N-type transistors or only P-type transis-
tors).
[0055] In one example embodiment, as the emission
driver 200 sequentially provide the first through (n)th
emission signals to the pixel circuits, the organic light
emitting diodes included in the pixel circuits may sequen-
tially emit light.
[0056] FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating an electric
device having an organic light emitting display device of
FIG. 9. Referring to FIG. 10, the electric device 1000 may
include a processor 1100, a memory device 1200, an
input/output (I/O) device 1300, and an organic light emit-
ting display (OLED) device 900. Here, the electric device
100 may correspond to any system having the OLED
device 900 such as a cellular phone, a smart phone, a
smart pad, a television, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a MP3 player, a laptop, a computer, a digital cam-
era, etc.
[0057] The processor 1100 may perform various com-
puting functions. For example, the processor 1100 may
be a micro-processor, a central processing unit (CPU),
etc. The processor 1100 may be coupled to the memory
device 1200 and the OLED device 900 via a bus 1001.
The processor 1100 may perform communications with
the memory device 1200 and the OLED device 900 via
an address bus, a control bus, a data bus, etc. According
to some example embodiments, the processor 1100 may
be coupled to an extended bus such as a peripheral com-
ponent interconnection (PCI) bus.
[0058] The memory device 1200 may store data for
operations of the electric device 1000. For example, the
memory device 1200 may include a volatile memory de-
vice such as a dynamic random access memory (DRAM)
device, a static random access memory (SRAM) device,
a mobile DRAM, etc, and a non-volatile memory device
such as an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM) device, an electrically erasable programmable
read-only memory (EEPROM) device, a flash memory
device, etc.
[0059] The I/O device 1300 may be coupled to the bus
1001. The I/O device may include input means such as
a keyboard, a mouse, a keypad, etc, and output means
such as a printer, etc. The processor 1100 may control
operations of the I/O device 1300.
[0060] The OLED device 900 may be coupled to the
processor 1100 via the bus 1001. The OLED device 900

may include a display panel 910 and an emission driver
200. As described above, the emission driver 200 may
include an inverter circuit. Thus, the emission driver 200
may be implemented by transistors of the same kind (i.e.,
only N-type transistors or only P-type transistors). In ad-
dition, the emission driver 200 may freely adjust a pulse
width of an emission signal by adjusting a pulse width of
an input signal.
[0061] The presented concepts may be applied to an
electric device having a display device. For example, the
presented concepts may be applied to a monitor, a lap-
top, a PDA, a cellular phone, a smart phone, a smart pad,
etc.

Claims

1. An emission driving unit (100), comprising:

an input signal generating circuit (110) config-
ured to receive a frame line mark (FLM) signal
according to a first clock signal (CLK1), to re-
ceive a second clock signal (CLK2) according
to the FLM signal, and to output a sequential
input signal (NEXT_IN);
an inverter circuit (130) configured to receive the
FLM signal according to the first clock signal
(CLK1), and to invert the FLM signal to generate
an inverter output signal (IVT_OUT); and
an output switching circuit (150) configured to
output a first voltage (VGH) having a logic high
level or a second voltage (VGL) having a logic
low level as an emission signal (OUT) in re-
sponse to the inverter output signal (IVT_OUT),
wherein the input signal generating circuit (110),
the inverter circuit (130), and the output switch-
ing circuit (150) are implemented by transistors
of only N-type or P-type.

2. The unit of claim 1, wherein the emission signal
(OUT) is substantially an inverted version of the FLM
signal.

3. The unit of claim 1 or 2, wherein the input signal
generating circuit (110), the inverter circuit (130), and
the output switching circuit (150) are implemented
with N-channel metal-oxide semiconductor (NMOS)
transistors.

4. The unit of claim 3, wherein the input signal gener-
ating circuit (110) includes:

a first transistor (M1) having a source electrode,
a drain electrode that receives the FLM signal,
and a gate electrode that receives the first clock
signal (CLK1), the FLM signal being transmitted
from the drain electrode of the first transistor
(M1) to the source electrode of the first transistor
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(M1) in response to the first clock signal (CLK1);
a second transistor (M2) having a drain elec-
trode that receives the second clock signal
(CLK2), a gate electrode coupled to the source
electrode of the first transistor (M1), and a
source electrode that outputs the sequential in-
put signal (NEXT_IN); and
a first capacitor (C1) coupled between the
source electrode of the first transistor (M1) and
the source electrode of the second transistor
(M2).

5. The unit of claim 3 or 4, wherein the inverter circuit
(130) includes:

a third transistor (M3) configured to transmit the
FLM signal to a first node (N1) in response to
the first clock signal (CLK1);
a fourth transistor (M4) having a gate electrode
coupled to the first node (N1), a source electrode
coupled to a second voltage supply terminal
(VGL), and a drain electrode coupled to a sec-
ond node (N2);
a second capacitor (C2) coupled between the
first node (N1) and the second voltage supply
terminal (VGL);
a fifth transistor (M5) having a drain electrode
coupled to the source electrode of the second
transistor (M2), a source electrode coupled to
the second voltage supply terminal (VGL), and
a gate electrode coupled to the second node
(N2);
a sixth transistor (M6) having a source electrode
coupled to the second node (N2), a drain elec-
trode coupled to a third node (N3), and a gate
electrode that receives the second clock signal
(CLK2);
a seventh transistor (M7) having a source elec-
trode coupled to the third node (N3), a drain elec-
trode coupled to a first voltage supply terminal
(VGH), and a gate electrode that receives the
first clock signal (CLK1);
an eighth transistor (M8) having a gate electrode
coupled to the third node (N3), a drain electrode
that receives the second clock signal (CLK2),
and a source electrode coupled to a fourth node
(N4); and
a third capacitor (C3) coupled between the third
node (N3) and the fourth node (N4.

6. The unit of one of claims 3 to 5, wherein the output
switching circuit (150) includes:

an output terminal (Nout) configured to output
the emission signal (OUT);
a ninth transistor (M9) having a gate electrode
coupled to the first node (N1), a source electrode
coupled to the second voltage supply terminal

(VGL), and a drain electrode coupled to the out-
put terminal (Nout); and
a tenth transistor (M10) having a gate electrode
coupled to the second node (N2), a source elec-
trode coupled to the output terminal (Nout), and
a drain electrode coupled to the first voltage sup-
ply terminal (VGH).

7. The unit of claim 6, further comprising:

an output control circuit (510) having a first out-
put control transistor (Q1) coupled between the
first voltage supply terminal (VGH) and the first
node (N1), and a second output control transis-
tor (Q2) coupled between the second voltage
supply terminal (VGL) and the second node
(N2).

8. The unit of claim 7, wherein the second voltage
(VGL) having a DC level is output as the emission
signal (OUT) when an output control signal having
a logic high level is applied to the output control circuit
(510).

9. The unit of claim 2, wherein the input signal gener-
ating circuit (110), the inverter circuit (130), and the
output switching circuit (150) are implemented with
P-channel metal-oxide semiconductor (PMOS) tran-
sistors.

10. The unit of claim 9, wherein the input signal gener-
ating circuit (110) includes:

a first transistor (M1) having a drain electrode,
a source electrode that receives the FLM signal,
and a gate electrode that receives the first clock
signal (CLK1), the FLM signal being transmitted
from the source electrode of the first transistor
(M1) to the drain electrode of the first transistor
(Ms1) in response to the first clock signal
(CLK1);
a second transistor (M2) having a source elec-
trode that receives the second clock signal
(CLK2), a gate electrode coupled to the drain
electrode of the first transistor (N1), and a drain
electrode that outputs the sequential input signal
(NEXT_IN); and
a first capacitor (C1) coupled between the drain
electrode of the first transistor (M1) and the drain
electrode of the second transistor (M2).

11. The unit of claim 9 or 10, wherein the inverter circuit
(130) includes:

a third transistor (M3) configured to transmit the
FLM signal to a first node (N1) in response to
the first clock signal (CLK1);
a fourth transistor (M4) having a gate electrode
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coupled to the first node (N1), a source electrode
coupled to a first voltage supply terminal (VGH),
and a drain electrode coupled to a second node
(N2);
a second capacitor (C2) coupled between the
first node (N1) and the first voltage supply ter-
minal (VGH);
a fifth transistor (M5) having a drain electrode
coupled to the drain electrode of the second
transistor (M2), a source electrode coupled to
the first voltage supply terminal (VGH), and a
gate electrode coupled to the second node (N2);
a sixth transistor (M6) having a source electrode
coupled to the second node (N2), a drain elec-
trode coupled to a third node (N3), and a gate
electrode that receives the second clock signal
(CLK2);
a seventh transistor (M7) having a source elec-
trode coupled to the third node (N3), a drain elec-
trode coupled to a second voltage supply termi-
nal (VGL), and a gate electrode that receives
the first clock signal (CLK1);
an eighth transistor (M8) having a gate electrode
coupled to the third node (N3), a source elec-
trode that receives the second clock signal
(CLK2), and a drain electrode coupled to a fourth
node (N4); and
a third capacitor (C3) coupled between the third
node (N3) and the fourth node (N4).

12. The unit of one of claims 9 to 11, wherein the output
switching circuit (150) includes:

an output terminal (Nout) configured to output
the emission signal (OUT);
a ninth transistor (M9) having a gate electrode
coupled to the first node (N1), a source electrode
coupled to the first voltage supply terminal
(VGH), and a drain electrode coupled to the out-
put terminal (Nout); and
a tenth transistor (M10) having a gate electrode
coupled to the second node (N2), a source elec-
trode coupled to the output terminal (Nout), and
a drain electrode coupled to the second voltage
supply terminal (VGL).

13. The unit of claim 12, further comprising:

an output control circuit (510) coupled to the in-
verter circuit (130), the output control circuit
(510) being controlled by an output control sig-
nal,
wherein the first voltage (VGH) having a DC lev-
el is output as the emission signal (OUT) when
the output control signal having a logic low level
is applied to the output control circuit (510).

14. An emission driver (200) comprising:

a first emission driving unit (100) according to
one of claims 1 to 13 and configured to receive
a frame line mark (FLM) signal as an input signal,
and to output a first emission signal (OUT) and
a first sequential input signal (NEXT_IN), the first
emission driving unit (100) being controlled by
a first clock signal (CLK1) and a second clock
signal (CLK2); and
second through (n)th emission driving units
(100) according to one of claims 1 to 13, where
n is an integer greater than or equal to 3, con-
figured to output second through (n)th emission
signals (OUT), respectively, the second through
(n)th emission driving units (100) being control-
led by the first clock signal (CLK1) and the sec-
ond clock signal (CLK2),
wherein the first through (n-1)th emission driving
units (100) sequentially provide the first sequen-
tial input signal (NEXT_IN) and second through
(n-1)th sequential input signals (NEXT_IN) as
the input signal to the second through (n)th emis-
sion driving units (100), respectively.

15. An organic light emitting diode display device (900)
comprising:

a display panel (910) configured to receive a first
power voltage and a second power voltage, the
display panel (910) having a plurality of pixel cir-
cuits, and each of the pixel circuits including an
organic light emitting diode;
a scan driver (920) configured to sequentially
provide first through (n)th scan signals, where n
is an integer greater than or equal to 3, to the
pixel circuits via first through (n)th scan-lines;
a data driver (930) configured to provide data
voltages to the pixel circuits via a plurality of da-
ta-lines according to the first through (n)th scan
signals;
an emission driver (200) configured to sequen-
tially provide first through (n)th emission signals
(OUT) to the pixel circuits via first through (n)th
emission control-lines; and
a timing controller (940) configured to provide a
first clock signal (CLK1) and a second clock sig-
nal (CLK2) to the scan driver (920), the data driv-
er (930), and the emission driver (200),
wherein the emission driver (200) includes first
through (n)th emission driving units (100) ac-
cording to one of claims 1 to 13 that generate
the first through (n)th emission signals (OUT),
respectively.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the emission driver
(200) is implemented with N-channel metal-oxide
semiconductor (NMOS) transistors,
wherein a period during which the first through (n)th
emission signals (OUT) have a logic low level cor-
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responds to a period during which a data program-
ming operation is performed for the pixel circuits, and
wherein a period during which the first through (n)th
emission signals (OUT) have a logic high level cor-
responds to a period during which the organic light
emitting diodes included in the pixel circuits emit
light, and/or
wherein the emission driver (200) adjusts a length
of a period during which the display panel displays
a black image by controlling an off duty ratio of the
first through (n)th emission signals (OUT).
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摘要(译)

在一个方面，公开了发射驱动单元（100）和具有该发射驱动单元的有机
发光二极管（OLED）显示器。发射驱动单元（100）包括输入信号产生
电路（110），其根据第一时钟信号（CLK1）接收FLM信号，根据FLM
信号接收第二时钟信号（CLK2），并输出顺序输入信号（NEXT_IN）。
发射驱动单元（100）还包括反相器电路（130），其根据第一时钟信号
（CLK1）接收FLM信号，并且反转FLM信号以产生反相器输出信号
（IVT_OUT）。发射驱动单元（100）还包括输出切换电路（150），其
输出具有逻辑高电平的第一电压（VGH）或具有逻辑低电平的第二电压
（VGL）作为响应的发射信号（OUT）到变频器输出信号
（IVT_OUT）。输入信号生成电路（110），反相器电路（130）和输出
切换电路（150）由相同类型的晶体管实现。
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