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Description
CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims priority from and the
benefit of Korean Patent Application No.
10-2014-0134069, filed on October 6, 2014.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the invention

[0002] The presentinvention relates to an organic light
emitting display device that displays an image.

2. Description of the Prior Art

[0003] Recently, an organic light emitting display de-
vice, spotlighted as a display device, uses self-luminous
Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLED) and thus, is ad-
vantageous in that it has a fast response speed, high
light emitting efficiency, high luminance, and a wide view-
ing angle.

[0004] The organic light emitting display device in-
cludes pixels, which are provided with organic light emit-
ting diodes and arranged in a matrix form, and controls
brightness of the pixels selected by a scan signal accord-
ing to a gradation of data.

[0005] Each pixel of the organic light emitting display
device includes, for example, a data line and a gate line,
which intersect with each other, a transistor and a storage
capacitor which have a connection structure with the data
line and the gate line, in addition to an organic light emit-
ting diode.

[0006] In orderto execute various functions, each pixel
may further include transistors suitable for the functions.
Due to this, it is inevitable that a number of signal lines
for supplying various signals to the transistors increases
and pixel structures become more complicated. For ex-
ample, when an inner or outer compensation circuit for
compensating for nonuniformity of luminance among the
pixels is applied to a pixel structure, a transistor involved
in a sensing operation for compensation should be added
which causes the number of required signal lines to in-
crease and the pixel structure to be complicated.
[0007] As demand for a large area or high resolution
increases, it is inevitable that the number of signal lines
increases accordingly, and in practice, the pixel struc-
tures become further complicated.

[0008] As described above, due to, for example, the
addition of various functions such as a sensing function
and a compensation function, and increase of demand
for a large area or high resolution, the number of signal
lines increase, and as a result, it is inevitable that the
number of IC pads and the number of ICs increases ac-
cordingly and the pixel structures become further com-
plicated.

[0009] This may make manufacturing difficult, increase
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the incidence probability of pixel defects, remarkably de-
grade a numerical aperture, and considerably shorten
the lifespan of the organic light emitting diodes. Conse-
quently, it becomes difficult or impossible to obtain a high
quality display panel, thereby reducing yield.

[0010] EP 2 874 141 A1 (published after the priority
date claimed by the present application) is entitled "Or-
ganic light-emitting display device and driving method
thereof". According to Figure 4 of the document, two tran-
sistors (T1, T1) of two central OLED pixels (adjacent to
a reference voltage line RVL) have nodes integrally
formed with the reference voltage line (RVL) at its inter-
section with a gate line (GL1). The other nodes of those
two transistors (T1, T1) are individual nodes connected
to respective driving transistors DT of the two central pix-
els. Connection patterns CP (not integral with the refer-
ence voltage line RVL) are used to connect the reference
voltage line RVL to nodes of two transistors (T1, T1) in
two other pixels that are more distant from the reference
voltage line (paragraphs 0057...0065).

[0011] EP 2889 861 A1 (published after the filing date
of the present application) is entitled "Organic light emit-
ting display device wherein driving characteristic values
are sensed by a reference line in common to neighboring
pixels". Figure 3 of the document schematically suggests
a kind of shared node used at a reference voltage line
RLk: Two transistors (Tsw2, Tsw2) of two pixels neigh-
boring the reference voltage line (RLk) are connected "in
common"to the reference voltage line (paragraphs 0025,
0060, 0114). The other electrodes of those transistors
(Tsw2, Tsw2) are individual nodes connected to respec-
tive driving transistors Tdr in those pixels (paragraphs
0028, 0032).

[0012] US 2014/0092076 A1 is entitled "Organic light-
emitting diode display device". Figure 5A shows two tran-
sistors SW-T2 having individual nodes respectively con-
nected to driving transistors DR-T of two neighboring pix-
els (PX1, PX2).

[0013] US 2014/0285407 A1) is entitled "System and
methods for extraction of threshold and mobility param-
eters in AMOLED displays". According to that document,
a driver circuit for an OLED pixel should comprise "as
few components as possible to maximize pixel aperture”
(paragraph 0007). To this end, "two or more pixels" may
"share the same monitor lines" (paragraph 0335) .
[0014] US 2013/0050292 A1 is entitled "Organic light
emitting diode display device for pixel current sensing
and pixel current sensing method thereof” and concerns
acompensatoroperating on the basis of a sensed voltage
to compensate for differences between, and degrada-
tions of, characteristics of driving TFTs.

[0015] US 2014/0022289 A1 entitled "Organic light
emitting diode display device for sensing pixel current
and pixel current sensing method thereof' mentions
nodes (N1, N2) as reference points in schematic circuit
diagrams (Figures 1, 5, 9). Figure 5 uses two reference
voltage lines (RLm1, RLm2), with each reference voltage
line connected to one pair of switching TFTs (ST2). Cir-
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cuit structures of two pixels may be symmetrical with re-
spectto areference line (RLm; RLml; RLm2) (paragraphs
0050, 0091).

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0016] In consideration of the problems described
above, an object of the present invention is to provide a
display panel having a simple and compact structure and
an organic light emitting display device including the dis-
play panel.

[0017] Anotherobject of the presentinvention is to pro-
vide a display panel having a pixel structure capable of
atleast one (e.g., all) of increasing a numerical aperture,
lengthening the lifespan of a light emitting diode, and
reducing the incident probability of defects, and an or-
ganic light emitting display device including the display
panel.

[0018] Still another object of the present invention is
to provide an organic light emitting display device having
sensing and compensation functions suitable fora simple
and compact pixel structure in providing efficient sensing
and compensation functions for compensating for a lu-
minance deviation among pixels.

[0019] In order to achieve one or more (e.g., all) of the
above-described objects, in one aspect, the present in-
vention provides an organic light emitting display device
comprising the features of claim 1.

[0020] The first nodes may be source nodes and the
second nodes may be drain nodes of the respective first
transistors. Alternatively, the first nodes may be drain
nodes and the second nodes may be source nodes of
the respective first transistors.

[0021] The organic light emitting display device com-
prises a semiconductor layer positioned between the
shared node and the four individual nodes, wherein the
semiconductor layer is one common layer between the
shared node and the four individual nodes.

[0022] In one or more embodiments, the individual
node of the first transistor included in the first pixel is
connected through a connection pattern with the first
node of the driving transistor included in the first pixel;
the individual node of the first transistor included in the
second pixel is connected directly with the first node of
the driving transistor included in the second pixel; the
individual node of the first transistor included in the third
pixelis connected directly with the first node of the driving
transistor included in the third pixel, and the individual
node of the first transistor included in the fourth pixel is
connected through a connection pattern with the first
node of the driving transistor included in the fourth pixel.
[0023] In one or more embodiments, the shared node
has a shape obtained by combining two or more of a "I"
shape, a"-"shape, a"~" shape, a"L" shape, a "[" shape,
and partially rounded shapes thereof.

[0024] In one or more embodiments, the shared node

has a "+" shape, a "1" shape, a "&=" shape, or a "}—H"
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shape.

[0025] In one or more embodiments, a distance be-
tween the shared node and the individual node of at least
one of the four first transistors is different from that of
another one of the four first transistors.

[0026] In one or more embodiments, a pixel structure
of the first pixel and a pixel structure of the fourth pixel
are symmetric to each other with respect to the reference
voltage line, and a pixel structure of the second pixel and
a pixel structure of the third pixel are symmetric to each
other with respect to the reference voltage line.

[0027] In one or more embodiments, the organic light
emitting display device further comprises a display panel
which comprises: a data driver configured to drive the
plurality of data lines positioned in the one direction; a
gate driver configured to supply a first scan signal and a
second signal the plurality of gate lines which are posi-
tioned in the other direction intersecting with the data
lines; and a timing controller configured to control a driv-
ing timing of the data driver and the gate driver.

[0028] In one or more embodiments, the organic light
emitting display device further comprises: a sensor con-
figured to sense a voltage of the first node of the driving
transistor.

[0029] In one or more embodiments, the sensor com-
prises: an analog-to-digital converter configured to con-
vert the sensed voltage into a digital value; and a first
switch configured to perform switching such that one of
a reference voltage supply node, to which a reference
voltage is supplied, and a sensing node connected to the
analog digital converter is connected with the reference
voltage line.

[0030] Inone or more embodiments, a plurality of sen-
sors are provided, the number of the sensors correspond-
ing to the number of the data lines or the number of the
reference voltage lines.

[0031] In one or more embodiments, the timing con-
troller (14) controls switching operations of: a first switch
configured to perform switching between an ON position,
in which the reference voltage line is connected with the
reference voltage supply node, and an OFF position, in
which the reference voltage line is connected with the
sensing node, and a second switch configured to perform
switching between an ON position, in which a data volt-
age output point of the data driver is connected with a
corresponding data line, and an OFF position, in which
the dataline is disconnected from the voltage output point
and floating.

[0032] In one or more embodiments, the organic light
emitting display device further comprises: acompensator
configured to perform data conversion processing that
compensates characteristic information of the driving
transistor (DT) based on the sensed voltage; and a mem-
ory configured to store the sensed voltage or the char-
acteristic information of the driving transistor.

[0033] Inone or more embodiments, the compensator
is included within the timing controller, within the data
driver, or outside of the timing controller and the data



5 EP 3 007 161 B1 6

driver.

[0034] In one or more embodiments, if the compensa-
tor is included within the timing controller, the compen-
sator converts data supplied from the outside into com-
pensation data based on the characteristic information
of the driving transistor, and supplies the compensation
data to the data driver, if the compensator is included
within the data driver, the compensator converts data
supplied from the timing controller into the compensation
data based on the characteristic information of the driving
transistor, before or after converting the data supplied
from the timing controller into analog data, and if the com-
pensator is included outside of the timing controller and
the data driver, the compensator converts the data sup-
plied from the timing controller into the compensation da-
ta based on the characteristic information of the driving
transistor and supplies the compensation datato the data
driver.

[0035] An organic light emitting display device in-
cludes: a plurality of data lines positioned in one direction;
a plurality of gate lines positioned in another direction
intersecting with the plurality of data lines; and a plurality
of pixels connected with the plurality of data lines and
the plurality of gate lines.

[0036] A display panel may include: a data driver con-
figured to drive a plurality of data lines positioned in one
direction; a gate driver configured to supply a first scan
signal and a second signal through a plurality of gate
lines which are positioned in another direction intersect-
ing with the data lines; a timing controller configured to
control a driving timing of the data driver and the gate
driver; and a plurality of pixels connected with the data
lines and the gate lines.

[0037] Each of the plurality of pixels includes: an or-
ganic light emitting diode, a driving transistor configured
to drive the organic light emitting diode, a first transistor
controlled by a first scan signal from the gate lines and
connected between one of the reference voltage lines
and a first node of the driving transistor, and a second
transistor controlled by a second scan signal supplied
from the gate lines and connected between the datalines
and a second node of the driving transistor.

[0038] Each reference voltage line is positioned in the
one direction and configured to supply a reference volt-
age to a first pixel connected with a (4n-3)t" data line, a
second pixel connected with a (4n-2)th data line, a third
pixel connected with a (4n-1)th data line, and a fourth
pixel connected with a (4n)th data line, wherein n is a
natural number of 1 or more. The first to fourth pixels are
positioned adjacent to each other along the other direc-
tion. Each first transistor has a first node of one of drain
and source electrode of the first transistor and a second
node of the other of drain and source electrode of the
first transistor, wherein the first nodes of the first transis-
tors of the first to fourth pixels are configured as a shared
node formed integrally with the reference voltage line,
and the second nodes of the first transistors of said first
to fourth pixels are configured as individual nodes, and
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each of said individual nodes is connected with the first
node of the driving transistor of the respective pixel di-
rectly or through a connection pattern.

[0039] As described above, according to the present
invention, it is possible to provide a display panel having
a simple and compact structure and an organic light emit-
ting display device including the display panel.

[0040] In addition, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide a display panel having a pixel
structure capable of at least one (e.g., all) of increasing
a numerical aperture, lengthening the lifespan of a light
emitting diode, and reducing the incident probability of
defects, and an organic light emitting display device in-
cluding the display panel.

[0041] Further, according to the presentinvention, it is
possible to provide an organic light emitting display de-
vice having sensing and compensation functions suitable
for a simple and compact pixel structure in providing ef-
ficient sensing and compensation functions for compen-
sating for a luminance deviation among pixels.

[0042] Due to the features described above, a high
quality display panel may be manufactured with a high
yield.

[0043] The features described above are capable of

exhibiting a larger effect when they are applied to a dis-
play panel having a high resolution and a large area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0044] The above and other objects, features and ad-
vantages of the present invention will be more apparent
from the following detailed description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
entire system for an organic light emitting display
device according to embodiments of the present in-
vention;

FIG. 2Ais an equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel
within a display panel of an organic light emitting
display device according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2B is an equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel
within a display panel of an organic light emitting
display device according to another embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 3A is a plan view briefly illustrating a part of a
display panel of an organic light emitting display de-
vice according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3B is a plan view briefly illustrating a part of a
display panel of an organic light emitting display de-
vice according to another embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4Ais an equivalent circuit diagram, in which the
equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel illustrated in
FIG. 3A is applied to four pixels;

FIG. 4B is an equivalent circuit diagram, in which the



7 EP 3 007 161 B1 8

equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel illustrated in
FIG. 3B is applied to four pixels;

FIG. 5 illustrates various examples that configure a
shape of a shared node of first transistors;

FIGS. 6A to 6G illustrate cases in which a shared

node (Ns) has a "+" shape, a "H‘+" shape, a "1"
shape, or a "&= " shape, by way of examples;

FIG. 7 is a diagram briefly illustrating an external
compensation configuration included in an organic
light emitting display device according to embodi-
ments of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a method of imple-
menting an external compensation configuration in-
cluded in an organic light emitting display device ac-
cording to embodiments of the present invention;
FIG. 9Ais adiagram illustrating an external compen-
sation configuration of an organic light emitting dis-
play device according to one embodiment of the
present invention together with an equivalent circuit
for one pixel, with respect to the implementing meth-
od of FIG. 8;

FIG. 9B is a diagram illustrating an external compen-
sation configuration of an organic light emitting dis-
play device according to another embodiment of the
present invention together with an equivalent circuit
for one pixel, with respect to the implementing meth-
od of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an external compen-
sation configuration according to the implementing
method of FIG. 8 together with a plurality of pixels;
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating another method of
implementing an external compensation configura-
tion included in an organic light emitting display de-
vice according to embodiments of the presentinven-
tion;

FIG. 12Ais adiagramiillustrating still another method
of implementing an external compensation configu-
ration included in an organic light emitting display
device according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 12Bis adiagram illustrating yet another method
of implementing an external compensation configu-
ration included in an organic light emitting display
device according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIGS. 13A and 13B are diagrams illustrating config-
urations for data drivers included in an organic light
emitting display device according to embodiments
of the present invention;

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
gate driver included in an organic light emitting dis-
play device according to embodiments of the present
invention; and

FIGS. 15A and 15B are diagrams comparatively il-
lustrating numerical apertures of a display panel ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention
in which a shared node of first transistors of respec-
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tive pixels is integrally configured with a reference
voltage line, and a display device in which afirst tran-
sistor of each pixel is configured in each pixel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EM-
BODIMENTS

[0045] Hereinafter, some of the embodiments of the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to exemplary drawings. In the following description,
the same elements will be designated by the same ref-
erence numerals although they are shown in different
drawings. Further, in the following description of the
present invention, a detailed description of known func-
tions and configurations incorporated herein will be omit-
ted when it may make the subject matter of the present
invention rather unclear.

[0046] In addition, terms, such as first, second, A, B,
(a), (b) or the like may be used herein when describing
components of the present invention. Each of these ter-
minologies is not used to define an essence, order or
sequence of a corresponding component but used mere-
ly to distinguish the corresponding component from other
component(s). In the case that it is described that a cer-
tain structural element "is connected to", "is coupled to",
or"is in contact with" another structural element, it should
be interpreted that another structural element may "be
connected to", "be coupled to", or "be in contact with" the
structural elements as well as that the certain structural
element is directly connected to or is in direct contact
with another structural element.

[0047] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of an entire system for an organic light emitting display
device 10 according to embodiments of the present in-
vention.

[0048] Referring to FIG. 1, according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention, an organic light emitting
display device 10 includes: a display panel 11 including
a plurality of data lines DL positioned in one direction, a
plurality of gate lines GL positioned in another direction
intersecting with the plurality of data lines, a plurality of
pixels P disposed in intersection regions, respectively; a
datadriver 12 configured to supply a data voltage through
the data lines; a gate driver 13 configured to supply a
scan signal through the gate lines; and a timing controller
14 configured to control driving timing of the data driver
12 and the gate driver 13, for example.

[0049] Referring to FIG. 1, in the display panel 11, a
plurality of data lines DL(1) to DL(4N) are positioned in
one direction, and a plurality of gate lines GL(1) to GL(M)
are positioned in another direction intersecting with the
data lines DL(1) to DL(4N). Here, for the convenience of
description, it is assumed that the number of data lines
positioned in the display panel 11 is 4N and the number
of gate lines is M. Here, N and M are natural numbers of
1 or more. In addition, "n" used for identifying respective
datalines in the whole of 4N data lines is a natural number
which is 1 or more and 1/4 or less of the number of data
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lines (1<n<(4N/4).

[0050] In the display panel 11, pixels P are defined in
the regions, where 4N data lines DL(1) to DL(4N) and M
gate lines GL(1) to GL(M) intersect with each other. A
pixel structure of each pixel P will be described in more
detail with reference to FIG. 2A.

[0051] FIG. 2A is an equivalent circuit diagram for one
pixel within a display panel 11 of an organic light emitting
display device 10 according to one embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 2B is an equivalent circuit dia-
gram for one pixel within a display panel of an organic
light emitting display device according to another embod-
iment of the present invention.

[0052] Referring to FIG. 2A, according to one embod-
iment of the presentinvention, one pixel P within a display
panel 11 of the organic light emitting display device 10
has a 3T1C structure bascially including three transistors
DT, T1, and T2 and one capacitor Cst.

[0053] That is, each pixel P includes, for example, an
organic light emitting diode OLED, a driving transistor DT
configured to drive the organic light emitting diode OLED,
a first transistor T1 controlled by a first scan signal sup-
plied from a first gate line GL1 and connected between
a reference voltage line RVL and a first node N1 of the
driving transistor DT, a second transistor T2 controlled
by a second scan signal supplied from a second gate line
GL2 and connected between the data line DL and a sec-
ond node N2 of the driving transistor DT, and a storage
capacitor Cst connected between the first node N1 and
the second node N2 of the driving transistor DT.

[0054] As described above, each pixel P receives two
scan signals (first scan signal and second scan signal)
through two gate lines (first gate line and second gate
line). Hereinafter, the first scan signal may also be re-
ferred to as a "sense signal SENSE", and the second
scan signal may also be referred to as a "scan signal
SCAN".

[0055] Since two scan signals SCAN and SENSE are
supplied to each pixel P, the basic pixel structure of one
embodiment of the present invention is referred to as a
"2-scan structure".

[0056] The driving transistor DT in each pixel P is a
transistor, to which a driving voltage EVDD supplied from
the driving voltage line DVL is applied, and which is con-
trolled by the voltage (data voltage) of the gate node (N2)
applied through the second transistor T2 so as to drive
the organic light emitting diode OLED.

[0057] The driving transistor DT includes a first node
N1, a second node N2, and a third node N3, in which the
first node N1 is connected with the first transistor T1, the
second node N2 is connected with the second transistor
T2, and the third node N3 is supplied with the driving
voltage EVDD.

[0058] Here, as an example, the first node N1 of the
driving transistor DT may be a source node (also referred
to as a "source electrode"), the second node N2 may be
a gate node (also referred to as a "gate electrode"), and
the third node N3 may be a drain node (also referred to
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as a "drain electrode"). Depending on a method of im-
plementing a circuit, the first node, the second node, and
the third node of the driving transistor DT may be
changed.

[0059] In addition, the first transistor T1 is controlled
by the first scan signal SENSE supplied from the first
gate line GL1, and is connected between the reference
voltage line(RVL) that supplies the reference voltage Vref
and the first node N1 of the driving transistor DT. The
first transistor T1 is also referred to as a "sensor transis-
tor" or "sense transistor".

[0060] In addition, the second transistor T2 is control-
led by the second scan signal SCAN commonly supplied
from the second gate line GL2 and is connected between
the corresponding data line DL and the second node N2
of the driving transistor DT. The second transistor T2 is
also referred to as a "switching transistor".

[0061] In addition, the storage capacitor Cst is con-
nected between the first node N1 and the second node
N2 of the driving transistor DT to maintain the data volt-
age for one frame.

[0062] Meanwhile, according to one embodiment of
the present invention, the pixel structure of the organic
light emitting display device 10 also includes a "signal
line connection structure" connected with various signal
lines, such as a data line DL to supply a data voltage to
each pixel P, a first gate line GL1 to supply a first scan
signal SENSE to each pixel P, a second gate line GL2
to supply a second scan signal SCAN to each pixel P, a
driving voltage line DVL to supply a driving voltage EVDD
to each pixel, and a reference voltage line RVL to supply
a reference voltage Vref to each pixel, in addition to the
"basic pixel structure (3T1C-based 2-scan structure)".
[0063] Here,various signal lines further include, for ex-
ample, the reference voltage line RVL to supply the ref-
erence voltage Vrefto each pixel, and the driving voltage
line DVL to supply the driving voltage EVDD to each pixel,
in addition to the data line to supply the data voltage to
each pixel, the first gate line to supply the first scan signal
to each pixel, and the second gate line to supply the sec-
ond scan signal to each pixel.

[0064] It has been described that the pixel structure of
the organic light emitting display device 10 according to
one embodiment of the present invention illustrated in
FIG. 2A is a 3T1C-based 2-scan structure including the
first gate line GL1 to supply the first scan signal SENSE
and the second gate line GL2 to supply the second scan
signal SCAN. Without being limited thereto, however, the
pixel structure of the organic electroluminescent display
device 10 may be a 3T1C-based 1-scan structure includ-
ing one gate line GL to commonly supply the first scan
signal SENSE and the second scan signal SCAN as il-
lustrated in FIG. 2B. The above-mentioned reference
voltage lines RVL and driving voltage lines DVL are po-
sitioned to be parallel with the data lines DL, and each
of the number of reference voltage lines RVL and the
number of driving voltage lines DVL may be equal to the
number of data lines or smaller than the number of data
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lines.

[0065] Whenthe numberofreference voltage lines and
the number of driving voltage lines are equal to the
number of data lines, each pixel may not only be con-
nected with one data line DL and one gate line GL, but
also be directly connected with one driving voltage line
DVL and one reference voltage line RVL.

[0066] In this case, all the signal line connection struc-
tures of respective pixels are equal to each other. That
is, a basic unit of the signal line connection structure be-
comes one pixel so that there may be regularity of signal
line connection structures per every one pixel (one pixel
column).

[0067] Whenthe numberofreference voltage lines and
the number of driving voltage lines are less than the
number of data lines, some pixels may be directly con-
nected with the driving voltage lines DVL and the refer-
ence voltage lines RVL, while other pixels may be con-
nected with the driving voltage lines DVL and the refer-
ence voltage lines RVL, respectively, through a connec-
tion pattern CP without being directly connected with the
driving voltage lines DVL and the reference voltage lines
RVL.

[0068] In this case, all the signal line connection struc-
tures of respective pixels may not be equal to each other.
However, even if not all of the connection structures of
respective pixels to the signal lines are equal to each
other, the connection structures of pixels to signal lines
may be equal per every few pixels. That is, the unit of
signal line connection structures may be some pixels
rather than one pixel P, and the regularity of signal line
connection structures may repeatedly appear per every
few pixels (few pixel columns).

[0069] For example, the signal line connection struc-
tures may be equally repeated per every four pixels (P1,
P2, P3, and P4). That s, the regularity of signal line con-
nection structures may repeatedly appear per every four
pixels (four pixel columns), in which case, the basic unit
of the signal line connection structures may be four pixels
(four pixel columns).

[0070] When the basic unit of signal line connection
structures is four pixels (four pixel columns), the number
of reference voltage lines is 1/4 of the number of data
lines. That is, when the number of data lines is 4N, the
number of reference voltage lines is N.

[0071] In addition, in the specification and drawings, 4
pixels P1, P2, P3, and P4 may be, for example, an R
(Red) pixel, a G (Green) pixel, a B (Blue) pixel, and a W
(White) pixel.

[0072] In the specification and drawings, the transis-
tors DT, T1, and T2 are illustrated and described as an
N-type merely for the convenience of description. How-
ever, according to a design change of a circuit, all the
transistors DT, T1, and T2 may be changed to a P-type,
or some of the transistors DT, T1, and T2 may be imple-
mented as the N-type and the others may be implement-
ed as the P-type. In addition, the organic light emitting
diodes OLED may be changed into an inverted type.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0073] In addition, the transistors DT, T1, and T2 de-
scribed herein are also referred to as Thin Film Transis-
tors (TFTs).

[0074] Hereinafter, the pixel structures including a ba-
sic pixel structure (3T1C-based 2-scan structure) and a
signal line connection structure as briefly described
above will be described in more detail with reference to
FIGs. 3A and 4A. However, FIGs. 3A and 4A illustrate
a case where the basic unit of signal line connection
structures is four pixels.

[0075] As described above, when the basic unit of sig-
nal line connection structures is four pixels P1 to P4 con-
nected to the data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1),
and DL(4n), one reference voltage line RVL to supply the
reference voltage Vref and two driving voltage lines DVL
to supply the driving voltage EVDD may exist with respect
to the four pixels P1 to P4.

[0076] FIG. 3A is a plan view briefly illustrating a part
of a display panel 11 of an organic light emitting display
device 10 according to one embodiment of the present
invention, and FIG. 4A is an equivalent circuit diagram,
in which the equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel illus-
trated in FIG. 3A is applied to four pixels.

[0077] Referring to FIGS. 3A and 4A, a signal connec-
tion structure and a basic pixel structure (3T1C-based 2-
scan structure) may be confirmed with respect to a case
where the basic unit of signal line connection structures
is four pixels P1 to P4 that require four data lines data
line DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1), and DL(4n).

[0078] ReferringtoFIGS. 3Aand4A, thefourdatalines
DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2),DL(4n-1), and DL(4n) are connected
to four pixels P1, P2, P3, and P4, respectively. Each of
afirst gate line GL1 (m) (1<m<M) and a second gate line
GL2(m) (1<m<M) is connected with the four pixels P1,
P2, P3, and P4.

[0079] Inaddition, asillustrated in FIG. 3A, each of the
four pixels P1 to P4, which are respectively connected
with the four data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1),
and DL(4n) equally includes a driving transistor DT,
which receives a driving voltage EVDD to control an or-
ganic light emitting diode, a first transistor T1 (e.g., pixel
P1 includes first transistor T11, pixel P2 includes first
transistor T12, pixel P3 includes first transistor T13, and
pixel P4 includes first transistor T14), which is controlled
by a first scan signal SENSE and receives a reference
voltage Vref and transmits the reference voltage Vref to
a first node N1 of the driving transistor DT, a second
transistor T2 which is controlled by a second scan signal
SCAN and receives a data voltage Vdata and transmits
the data voltage Vdata to a second node N2 of the driving
transistor DT, and a capacitor Cst connected between
the first node N1 and the second node N2 of the driving
transistor DT.

[0080] Four (first) transistors T11, T12, T13, and T14
of the pixel P1 connected with the (4n-3)th data line
DL(4n-3), the pixel P2 connected with the (4n-2)th data
line DL(4n-2), the pixel P3 connected with the (4n-1)th
data line DL(4n-1), and the pixel P4 connected with the
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(4n)th data line DL(4n) share a node Ns of one of drains
and sources configured integrally with the reference volt-
age line, nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14 of the other of
respective drains or sources are individually configured,
and each of the nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14 is con-
nected with a first node N1 of the driving transistor DT of
the respective pixel directly or through a connection pat-
tern. In other words, first source/drain nodes (e.g., source
nodes or drain nodes) of the four first transistors T11,
T12, T13, T14 may be configured as the shared node Ns
formed integrally with the reference voltage line RVL
while second source/drain nodes (e.g., drain nodes or
source nodes) of the four first transistors T11, T12, T13,
T14 may be configured as individual nodes N11, N12,
N13, N14. See, e.g., FIGs. 6A, 6B, 6E-6G for further il-
lustrations of individual nodes N11, N12, N13, N14 and
shared node Ns.

[0081] The sources and drains of the first transistors
T11,T12, T13, and T14 may be oppositely operated de-
pending on a semiconductor type (e.g., P-type or N-type).
In addition, the sources and drains within the first tran-
sistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 may changedly act de-
pending on the operation. Accordingly, one node among
the drains or sources configured integrally with the ref-
erence voltage line in the first transistors T11, T12, T13,
and T14 is referred to as a shared node Ns, the other
nodes which are indiviually configured and each connect-
ed with the first node N1 of the driving transistor DT di-
rectly or through the connection pattern are referred to
as individual nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14.

[0082] A semiconductor layer or an active layer ACT
is positioned between the shared node Ns and four indi-
vidual nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14.

[0083] The individual nodes N12 and N13 of the first
transistors T12 and T13, which are respectively included
in the pixel P2 connected with the (4n-2)th data line
DL(4n-2) and the pixel P3 connected with the (4n-1)th
data line DL(4n-1), are directly connected with the first
node N1 of the driving transistor DT. In addition, the in-
dividual nodes N11 and N14 of the first transistors T11
and T14 which are respectively included in the pixel P1
connected with the (4n-3)th data line DL(4n-3) and the
pixel P4 connected with the (4n)th data line DL(4n) are
connected with the first node N1 of the driving transistor
through the connection pattern CP.

[0084] In this manner, each of the four pixels P1 to P4
connected with four data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2),
DL(4n-1), and DL(4n) has a configuration in which each
of the first transistor T1 and the second transistor T2 is
supplied with the first scan signal and the second scan
signal. As described above, the pixel structure of each
pixel described above is referred to as a "3T1C-based
2-scan structure”.

[0085] Meanwhile, even if the four pixels P1 to P4 con-
nected with the four data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2),
DL(4n-1), and DL(4n) are equal to each other in terms
of, for example, the number of transistors, the number of
capacitors, and the number of scan signals, they may be
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different from each other in terms of the signal line con-
nection structure (signal application method) to receive,
for example, the data voltage, the driving voltage, and
the reference voltage. However, the signal line connec-
tion structures among the four pixels P1 to P4 connected
with the four data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1),
and DL(4n) have certain regularity and symmetry.
[0086] As described above, when the basic unit of sig-
nal line connection structures is four pixels P1 to P4 that
require four data lines DL(4n-3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1), and
DL(4n), one reference voltage line RVL for supplying a
reference voltage Vref may exist and two driving voltage
lines DVL for supplying a driving voltage EVDD may exist
with respect to four pixels P1 to P4.

[0087] Since two gate lines GL1(m) and GL2(m) exist
with respect to one pixel row as described above, it is
possible to differently control the first transistor T1 and
the second transistor T2 included in each of the pixels
existing in one pixel row. This is due to the fact that the
basic pixel structure of one embodiment of the present
invention has the 3T1C-based 2-scan structure.

[0088] FIG. 3B is a plan view briefly illustrating a part
of a display panel of an organic light emitting display de-
vice according to another embodiment of the present in-
vention. FIG. 4B is an equivalent circuit diagram, in which
the equivalent circuit diagram for one pixel illustrated in
FIG. 3B is applied to four pixels.

[0089] It has been described that the pixel structure of
the organic light emitting display device 10 according to
one embodiment of the present invention illustrated in
FIGS. 3A and 4A is the 3T1C-based 2-scan structure
including the first gate line GL1(m) to supply the first scan
signal SENSE and the second gate line GL2(m) to supply
the second scan signal SCAN. Without being limited
thereto, however, the pixel structure may be a 3T1C-
based 1-scan structure including one gate line GL(m) to
commonly supply the first scan signal SENSE and the
second scan signal SCAN as illustrated in FIGS. 3B and
4B. Herein, supplying the first scan signal and the second
scan signal through two different gate lines GL1(m) and
GL2(m) like the 3T1C-based 2-scan structure or through
one common gate line GL(m) like the 3T1C-based 1-scan
structure means that the first scan signal and the second
scan signal are supplied through a gate line.

[0090] As described above, since the display panel 11
has a symmetric structure in the four pixel column P1 to
P4 unit (a single symmetric structure), there are advan-
tages in that the panel structure may be made to be sim-
ple and compact even with the 3T1C pixel structure that
necessarily requires two scan signals SENSE and
SCAN, the incidence probability of defects may be re-
duced accordingly, and the numerical aperture may also
be increased. Due to this, it is possible to manufacture a
good quality panel with high yield. In particular, it is pos-
sible to manufacture a high resolution and large area
panel with higher quality and high yield.

[0091] Meanwhile, descriptions will be made, with ref-
erence to FIG. 7, on an efficient sensing function that
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enables characteristic information of driving transistors
DT includedinrespective pixels to be determined, a com-
pensation function that determines the characteristic in-
formation of the driving transistors DT included in the
respective pixels based on the sensed information and
compensates for the characteristic information of the
driving transistor DT so as to reduce a characteristic de-
viation among the driving transistors DT in the respective
pixels, and a structure that allows the sensing function
and the compensation function to be efficiently executed,
in the organic light emitting display device 10 according
to one embodiment of the present invention.

[0092] FIG. 5 illustrates various examples that consti-
tute the shapes of the shared nodes of the firsttransistors.
[0093] Referring to FIG. 5, the shared node Ns may
have, for example, a "I' shape, a "-" shape, a """ shape,
a "L" shape, a "[C" shape, or a shape obtained by com-
bining two or more of partially rounded forms of the
shapes.

[0094] As in FIG. 5(A), the shared node Ns may have
a shape obtained by combining two of partially rounded
forms of the "I" shape, the "-" shape, the """ shape, the
"L" shape, and the "C" shape. For example, the shared
node Ns may have a "L" shape obtained by combining
two "L" shapes or a "T" shape obtained by combining two
"" shapes. In addition, the shared node Ns may have a
"1 " shape obtained by combining two "L" shapes, in each
of which the bent portion is rounded, and a "T" shape
obtained by combining two "-" shapes, in each of which
the bent portion is rounded.

[0095] In addition, asin FIG. 5(B), the shared node Ns
may have a shape obtained by combining four of the "I"
shape, the "-" shape, the "" shape, the "L" shape, the
"[C" shape, and the partially rounded shapes thereof. For
example, the shared node Ns may have a "+" shape ob-
tained by combining two "~" shapes and two "L" shapes,

ora "H‘+" shape obtained by four "[C" shapes.

[0096] In addition, as in FIG. 5(c), the shared node Ns
may have a shape obtained by combining three of the "I"
shape, the "-" shape, the "" shape, the "L" shape, the
"[C" shape, and the partially rounded shapes thereof. For

example, the shared node Ns may have a "EE" shape
obtained by combining two "[C" shapes and one "I" shape.
[0097] It has been described with reference to FIG. 5
that the shared node Ns may have a shape obtained by
combining two to four of the "I" shape, the "-" shape, the
"=" shape, the "L" shape, the "[C" shape, and the partially
rounded shapes thereof, by way of an example. Without
being limited thereto, however, the shared node Ns may
have any shape obtained by combining two or more
shapes.

[0098] Hereinafter, the first transistors T11, T12, T13,
T14 of the first to fourth pixels P1to P4 in the cases where
the shared node Ns has a "+" shape, a shared node of

a "}—H“ shape, a "L" shape, and a "t=" shape will be
described in detail with reference to FIGS. 6A to 6G, by
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way of examples.

[0099] Referringto FIGS. 4A and 6A, the four first tran-
sistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 of the pixel P1 connected
with the (4n-3)th data line DL(4n-3), the pixel P2 connect-
ed with the (4n-2)th data line DL(4n-2), the pixel P3 con-
nected with the (4n-1)th data line DL(4n-1), and the pixel
P4 connected with the (4n)th data line DL(4n) share the
shared node Ns which has the "+" shape and is formed
integrally with the reference voltage line, and each of the
individual nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14 is individually
formed.

[0100] At this time, the individual nodes N12 and N13
of the first transistors T12 and T13 included in each of
the pixel P2 connected with the (4n-2)th data line DL(4n-
2) and the pixel P3 connected with the (4n-1)th data line
DL(4n-1) are directly connected with the first node N1 of
the driving transistor DT. In addition, the individual nodes
N11 and N14 of the first transistors T11 and T14 included
in each of the pixel P1 connected with the (4n-3)th data
line DL(4n-3) and the pixel P4 connected with the (4n)th
data line DL(4n) are connected with the first node N1 of
the driving transistor DT through the connection pattern
CP.

[0101] A (e.g.,one)semiconductor layeror active layer
ACT is positioned between the shared node Ns and four
individual nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14. Four first tran-
sistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 are controlled by the first
scan signal supplied to a gate node which is integral with
the first gate line GL1(m) positioned below the semicon-
ductor layer or active layer ACT or is connected with the
first gate line GL1(m).

[0102] The semiconductor layer or active layer ACT
exists as one common layer between the shared node
Ns and four individual nodes N11, N12, N13, and N14
as illustrated in FIG. 6A. In addition, although it has been
described by way of an example that four first transistors
T11, T12, T13, and T14 are bottom gate structures in
which the gate node is positioned below the source/drain
node, the first transistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 may
be top gate structures in which the gate node is positioned
above the source/drain node.

[0103] Referring to FIG. 6B, four first transistors T11,
T12,T13, and T14 of four pixels P1 to P4 share a shared

node Nsofa" " shape which is formed integrally with
the reference voltageline and individualnodes N11,N12,
N13, and N14 are individually formed.

[0104] It has been described in the above-described
embodiment that four pixels P1 to P4 are symmetric with
reference to the reference voltage line, the four first tran-
sistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 of the four pixels P1 to
P4 share the shared node Ns formed integrally with the
reference voltage line, and each of individual nodes N11,
N12, N13, N14 is individually formed. In a comparative
example, two pixels may be positioned at opposite sides
with reference to the reference voltage line (symmetri-
cally or asymmetrically), two first transistors T11and T12
of two pixels P1 and P2 may share a shared node Ns
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having a "L" shape (illustrated in FIG. 6C) or a "I_]_I"
shape (illustrated in FIG. 6D, another comparative ex-
ample) which is integrally formed with the reference volt-
age line, and each of the individual node N11 and N12
may be individually formed.

[0105] In the above-described embodiment, four first
transistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 of four pixels P1 to
P4 are controlled by a first scan signal supplied through
one first gate line GL1(m) that supplies a first scan signal
in a 3T1C-based 2-scan structure, or through one com-
mon first gate line GL(m) that supplies a first scan signal
and a second scan signal in a 3T1C-based 1-scan struc-
ture. As comparative examples useful for understanding
the invention, four first transistors T11, T12, T13, and
T14 may be controlled by two first scan signals supplied
through two first gate lines GL1(m) and GL1’(m), as il-
lustrated in FIGS. 6E and 6F, or four first transistors T11,
T12, T13, and T14 may be controlled by four first scan
signals supplied through four first gate lines, respectively
(not shown). For example, first transistors T11 and T14
may be controlled by a first first scan signal supplied
through afirst first gate line GL1(m), while first transistors
T12 and T13 may be controlled by a second first scan
signal supplied through a second first gate line GL1’(m),
as shown in Figs. 6E and 6F.

[0106] In addition, it has been described in the above-
described embodiments that the distance (e.g.
widths/lengths) between the shared node of four first
transistors T11, T12, T13, and T14 of four pixels P1 to
P4 and four individual nodes are all equal to each other,
the distance (e.g. width/length) between the shared node
and individual node of at least one of four first transistors
T11, T12, T13, and T14 may be different from that of
another firsttransistor. For example, as illustrated in FIG.
6G, among four first transistors T11, T12, T13, and T14,
the distances (widths/lengths) L12 and L13 between the
shared node Ns and two individual nodes N12 and N13
may be different from the distances (widths/lengths) L11
and L14 between the shared node and the other two in-
dividual nodes N11 and N14. In other words, the distanc-
es L11 and L14 between the shared node Ns and the
other two individual nodes N11 and N14 may be longer
than the distances (widths/lengths) L12and L13 between
the shared node Ns and two individual nodes N12 and
N13. Therefore current gains of two transistors T11 and
T14 may be larger than those of two transistor T12 and
T13.

[0107] Thefourfirsttransistors T11,T12,T13,and T14
described above with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6 are
associated with the four pixels P1 to P4 of the display
panel 11 of the display device 10 described with refer-
ence to FIG. 1. In comparative examples useful for un-
derstanding the invention, the transistor structure de-
scribed with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6 may be included
in any type of display device. At this time, the transistor
structure for a display device includes two or more tran-
sistors which share a voltage line of one direction that

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10

supplies a voltage to pixels and one of drains and sources
integrally formed with the voltage line, and respectively
include the other of the drains and sources which are
formed separately and connected to different nodes di-
rectly or through a connection pattern. This transistor
structure is referred to as a rotary transistor.

[0108] FIG.7isadiagram brieflyillustrating an external
compensation configuration included in an organic light
emitting display device 10 according to embodiments of
the present invention.

[0109] Referring to FIG. 7, in order to compensate for
characteristic (e.g., threshold voltage and/or mobility) de-
viations of the driving transistor DT (in other words, de-
viations in characteristics of the driving transistor DT) in
each pixel P which may cause unbalanced luminance
among pixels, the organic light emitting display device
10 according to embodiments of the present invention
may include, as a compensation configuration, a sensor
91 configured to sense a voltage for determining char-
acteristic information (in other words, information repre-
senting characteristics) of a driving transistor DT (e.g.,
threshold voltage and/or mobility), a memory 92 config-
ured to store the sensed voltage, a compensator 93 con-
figured to determine the characteristic information of the
driving transistor DT based on the sensed voltage and
compensate for the characteristic information.

[0110] The sensor 91 may sense a voltage for deter-
mining characteristic information of the driving transistor
DT in each pixel P, in particular the voltage of the first
node N1 of the driving transistor DT of each pixel P.
[0111] As illustrated in FIG. 7, the sensor 91 may in-
clude, forexample, a Digital Analog Converter (DAC) 911
configured to convert the reference voltage Vref supplied
from a reference voltage source into an analog value, an
Analog Digital Converter (ADC) 912 configured to con-
vert the voltage sensed at the first node N1 of the driving
transistor DT of each pixel connectable with the sensor
91 to a digital value, and a first switch 913 configured to
perform switching so as to cause one of reference voltage
supply node 9131 which is supplied with the reference
voltage Vref which is converted into an analog value by
the digital analog converter 911 and a sensing node 9132
connected to the analog digital converter 912 to be con-
nected with a reference voltage line RVL.

[0112] In order to sense the voltage for determining
the characteristic information of the driving transistor DT,
itis necessary to apply a predetermined voltage to each
of the first node N1 and the second node N2 of the driving
transistor DT, to cause the voltage at the first node N1
of the driving transistor DT to be varied, and to measure
the varied voltage as a sensing voltage.

[0113] Inconnection with this, when the reference volt-
age supply node 9131 and the reference voltage line RVL
are connected with each other by the switch 913, the
reference voltage Vref, which is converted into an analog
value by the digital analog converter 911, is applied to
the first node N1 of the driving transistor DT. Then, a
predetermined voltage should also be applied to the sec-
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ond node N2 of the driving transistor DT. One embodi-
ment of the presentinvention applies a data voltage Vda-
ta to the second node N2 of the driving transistor DT from
the data line DL connected with the corresponding pixel.
Thereafter, in order to sense the varied voltage at the
firstnode N1 of the driving transistor DT, one embodiment
of the present invention may include a (e.g., one) second
switch 914 in each data line, in which the second switch
914 performs switching such that a data voltage output
point 9141 of the data driver 12 is turned ON to be con-
nected with the corresponding data line DL or the data
voltage output point 9141 of the data driver 12 is turned
OFF to be floated with the corresponding data line DL,
as illustrated in FIG, 7. The second switch 914 may be
considered as acomponent which s functionally included
in the sensor 91 corresponding to the corresponding pixel
P.

[0114] The sensor 91 described above may be includ-
ed in the inside or outside of the data driver 12.

[0115] A plurality of sensors 91 may be provided, in
which case, each sensor 91 may be provided per one
data line, or per some datalines. In addition, each sensor
91 may be provided per one reference voltage line RVL.
[0116] The sensor 91 stores the sensed voltage in the
memory 92 in digital form or transmits the sensed voltage
to the compensator 93 so that the characteristic informa-
tion of the driving transistor DT can be compensated for.
[0117] Afterreceiving the sensed voltage from the sen-
sor 91, the compensator 93 is capable of performing data
conversion processing based on the voltage transmitted
from the sensor 91 in digital form so as to compensate
for the characteristic information of the driving transistor
DT including one or both of a threshold voltage and mo-
bility.

[0118] The above-mentiond compensator 93 may be
located at any position within the organic light emitting
display device 10 as long as it can receive the sensed
voltage in digital form from the sensor 91.

[0119] For example, the compensator 93 may be im-
plemented to be included within the timing controller 14,
within the data driver 12, or outside of the timing controller
14 and data driver 12.

[0120] FIG. 8 is a diagram conceptually exemplifying
methods of implementing external compensation config-
urations included in an organic light emitting display de-
vice 10 according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, in particular (A) a case, in which the compensator
93 is implemented to be included within the timing con-
troller 14, (B) a case, in which the compensator 93 is
implemented to be included outside of the timing control-
ler 14 and the data driver 12, and (C) a case, in which
the compensator 93 is implemented to be included in the
data driver 12.

[0121] In FIG. 8, it is assumed that the sensor 91 is
implemented to be included in the data driver 12.
[0122] Referring to FIG. 8(A), in the case where the
compensator 93 is implemented to be included within the
timing controller 14, the voltage Sl sensed in the corre-
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sponding pixel P by the sensor 91 is transmitted to the
compensator 93 within the timing controller 14, and the
compensator 93 included within the timing controller 14
may determine the characteristic information of the driv-
ing transistor DT based on the voltage Sl transmitted
from the sensor 91, convert, based on this, the data sup-
plied from the outside (Data) into transmitted compensa-
tion data (Data’) and supply the compensation data (Da-
ta’) to the Digital Analog Converter (DAC) within the data
driver 12. As a result, the DAC within the data driver 12
converts the compensation data in digital form (Data’)
supplied from the compensator 93 into analog data and
supplies the converted compensation data to the corre-
sponding pixel P.

[0123] Referring to FIG. 8(B), in the case where the
compensator 93 is implemented to be included outside
of the timing controller 14 and the data driver 12, the
voltage Sl sensed by the sensor 91 from the correspond-
ing pixel P is transmitted to the compensator 93 located
outside of the data driver 12 and the timing controller 14,
the compensator 93 may determine the characteristic in-
formation of the driving transistor DT based on the volt-
age Sl transmitted from the sensor 91, convert, based
on the characteristic information, data supplied from the
timing controller 14 (Data) into compensation data (Da-
ta’), and supply the compensation data to the data driver
12. The data driver 12 converts the compensation data
in digital form (Data’) supplied from the compensator 93
into analog data through the DAC located therein, and
supplies the converted compensation data to the corre-
sponding pixel P.

[0124] Referring to FIG. 8(C), in the case where the
compensator 93 is implemented to be included in the
data driver 12, the sensor 91 within the data driver 12
transmits the voltage Sl sensed from the corresponding
pixel P to the compensator 93 within the data driver 12,
the compensator 93 may determine the characteristic in-
formation of the driving transistor DT based on the volt-
age Sl transmitted from the sensor 91, convert, based
on this, the data supplied from the timing controller 14
(Data) into compensation data (Data’), and supply the
compensation data to the DAC. As a result, the DAC
converts the compensation data in digital form (Data’)
supplied from the compensator 93 into an analog form,
and supplies the compensation data (data voltage) con-
verted into the analog form to the corresponding pixel P.
[0125] In FIG.8(B) and FIG. 8(C), in the method of re-
ceiving the data (Data), the compensator 93 may be sup-
plied with the data directly from the timing controller 14.
However, when the timing controller 14 stores the data
in the memory, the compensator 93 may be supplied with
the data in the manner of reading the data stored in the
memory.

[0126] The implementing example of the compensator
93 illustrated in FIG. 8(A) to FIG. 8(C) is a digital-based
compensation method (data conversion method) that
performs compensation by converting the data in digital
form (Data) into compensation data in digital form (Data’).
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In this case, the compensation data in digital form (Data’)
may be generated through calculation processing that
adds/substracts a digital value of the characteristic infor-
mation of the driving transistor DT to/from the data in
digital form (Data).

[0127] FIG. 9A is a diagram illustrating an external
compensation configuration of an organic light emitting
display device according to one embodiment of the
present invention together with an equivalent circuit for
one pixel, with respect to the implementing method of
FIG. 8. FIG. 9B is a diagram illustrating an external com-
pensation configuration of an organic light emitting dis-
play device according to another embodiment of the
present invention together with an equivalent circuit for
one pixel, with respect to the implementing method of
FIG. 8.

[0128] Meanwhile, when the number of the reference
voltage lines and the number of data lines are equal to
each other, thatis, when one reference voltage line exists
in each pixel P arranged in the horizontal direction (the
other direction), sensors 91 respectively corresponding
to pixels P arranged in the horizontal direction (the other
direction) may exist. Then, a sensing operation may be
performed for all the pixels arranged in the horizontal
direction (the other direction) simultaneously. That is, in
FIG. 5, when reference voltage lines RVL exist to corre-
spond to four pixels P1 to P4, respectively, the varied
voltages at the first nodes N1 of the driving transistors
DT in four respective pixels P1 to P4 may be simultane-
ously sensed.

[0129] However, when the number of reference volt-
age lines is smaller than the number of data lines, for
example, when the number of reference voltage lines is
1/4 of the number of data lines, that is, one reference
voltage line exists per every four pixels P arranged in the
horizontal direction (the other direction), it is impossible
to perform the sensing operation for all the pixels ar-
ranged in the horizontal direction (the other direction) si-
multaneously. The sensing operation may be performed
for one pixel per every four pixels. That is, when one
reference voltage line RVL exists for four pixels P1 to P4
as in FIG. 5, the varied voltages at the first nodes N1 of
driving transistors DT of the four respective pixels P1 to
P4 cannot be simultaneously sensed, and at a specific
time point, only the varied voltage of the first node N1 of
the driving transistor DT of one pixel among the four pix-
els P1 to P4 can be sensed.

[0130] Accordingly, atthe specific time point a function
may be required for selecting a pixel for sensing the var-
ied voltage at the first node N1 of the driving transistor
DT among the four pixels P1 to P4.

[0131] FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an external
compensation configuration according to the implement-
ing method of FIG. 8 together with a plurality of pixels P1
to P4.

[0132] FIG. 10 illustrates a method in which a pixel P3
connected with a (4n-1)t data line DL(4n-1) among four
pixels P1 to P4 is selected, a varied voltage at the first
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node N1 of the driving transistor DT of the selected pixel
is sensed so as to determine and compensate for char-
acteristic information (threshold voltage and/or mobility)
of the driving transistor DT of the sensed pixel.

[0133] Referringto FIG. 10, in order to select the pixel
P3 connected with the (4n-1)th data line DL(4n-1) among
the four 4 pixels P1 to P4, a timing controller 14 may send
a control sinal (second control signal) to each sensor 91
or data driver 12 that causes only a second switch 914c,
which switches the connection between the pixel P3 and
the (4n-1)th data line DL(4n-1), to be turned ON, and
causes the remaining second switches 914a, 914b, and
914d to be turned OFF, among four second switches
914a, 914b, 914c, 914d that switch the connection be-
tween the four pixels P1 to P4 and four data lines DL(4n-
3), DL(4n-2), DL(4n-1) and DL(4n) capable of supplying
the data voltage.

[0134] Meanwhile, besides the implementation exam-
ples of the compensator 93 illustrated in FIG. 8(A) to FIG.
8(C), that s, the digital-based compensation method (da-
ta conversion method), according to another implemen-
tation example as illustrated in FIG. 11, the data driver
12 receives data in digital form (Data) supplied from the
timing controller 14, the DAC of the data driver 12 con-
verts the data in digital form (Data) into an analog form
using a gamma reference voltage, and the compensator
93 converts the characteristic information Sl of the tran-
sistor DT transmitted from the sensor 91 into an analog
value so that, based on the characteristic information
converted into the analog value, the converted analog
data (Analog Data) can be converted to generate a data
voltage as compensation data. This method is a complete
analog-based compensation method (data conversion
method).

[0135] Besides the complete analog-based compen-
sation method, according to another implementation ex-
ample asillustrated in FIGS.12A and 12B, the data driver
12 may receive data in digital form (Data) supplied from
the timing controller 14, and the DAC (including the com-
pensator 93) of the data driver 12 may generate com-
pensation data (Data’) using the characteristic informa-
tion of the transistor DT transmitted from the sensor 91
when converting the data in digital form (Data) into an
analog form using a gamma reference voltage, and con-
vert the compensation data into an analog form to gen-
erate a data voltage. Strictly speaking, this method con-
verts data into a digital form. However, as the conversion
is performed in a digital-to-analog conversion step (DAC
step), this method is referred to as an analog-based com-
pensation method (data conversion method).

[0136] Inthe foregoing, among the components of the
entire system of the organic light emitting display device
10 according to the embodimenets of the present inven-
tion, the display panel 11, the sensor 91, the compensator
93, etc. have been described, and hereinafter, a data
driver 12, and a gate driver 13 will be briefly described
with reference to FIGS. 13A, 13B, and 14.

[0137] FIGS. 13A and 13B are diagrams illustrating
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configurations for data drivers 12 included in an organic
light emitting display device 10 according to embodi-
ments of the present invention.

[0138] FIG. 13Ais adiagramillustrating the data driver
in a case where a data driver 12 receives the compen-
sation data to drive a data line, and FIG. 13B is a view
illustrating a data driver including a compensator 93.
[0139] Referring to FIG. 13A, a data driver 12 included
in the organic light emitting display device 10 according
to one embodiment of the present invention includes, for
example, a shift register 131, a first data register 132, a
second data register 133, a digital analog converter 134,
an output buffer 135, and a data receiver 136.

[0140] The data receiver 136 receives compensation
data (Data’) from the compensator 93 included in the
inside of the timing controller 14 or the data driver 12 or
the compensator 93 included in the outside of the timing
controller 14 and the data driver 12, converts the com-
pensation data into predetermined bit digital data (in oth-
er words, digital data having a predetermined number of
bits) for each of RGB and output the converted data, i.e.
the predetermined bit digital data.

[0141] The shiftregister 131 controls an operating time
with a horizontal clock signal Hclock and a horizontal
synchronous signal Hsync for line-by-line driving. That
is, the shift register 131 receives an input of the horizontal
synchronous signal Hsync and the horizontal clock signal
Hclock from the timing controller 14, and causes all the
data (Data’) corresponding to one gate line GL, which
has selected the horizontal synchronous signal Hsync
as a start signal, to be synchronized to the horizontal
clock signal Hclock and to be sequentially sampled and
stored in the first data register 132.

[0142] The first data register 132 sequentially stores
data (Data’) to be implemented by the pixels of the (m-
1)th gate line GL(m-1).

[0143] The second data register 133 stores the data
(Data’) stored in the first data register 132 according to
the next horizontal synchronous signal Hsync. At this
time, the data (Data’) to be implemented by the pixels of
the mth gate line GL(m) are sequentially stored in the first
data registor 152.

[0144] Each of the first data register 132 and second
data register 133 described above may be implemented
by a latch in which an input and an output are connected
with each other through two inverters, and thus, the first
data register 132 and the second data registor 133 are
also referred to as a first latch and a second latch, re-
spectively.

[0145] The DAC 134 converts the data in digital form
(Data’) stored in the second data register 133 into an
analog type data voltage with reference to a gamma ref-
erence voltage supplied from the outside.

[0146] The output buffer 135 amplifies a pixel driving
force, that is, causes the data voltage to have a current
driving capability sufficient for driving a data line, and
supplies the data voltage through the data line.

[0147] FIG. 13B is a view illustrating a data driver 12
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including the compensator 93.

[0148] Referring to FIG. 13B, the data driver 12 re-
ceives non-compensated data from the timing controller
14, and the compensator 93 included therein compen-
sates for the data to be capable of driving the data line.
[0149] Since the data driver 12 illustrated in FIG. 13B
receives non-compensated data unlike the data driver
12 illustrated in FIG. 13A, the functions of the data re-
ceiver 136 and the DAC 134 become different from each
other.

[0150] Referringto FIG. 13B, the data receiver 136 re-
ceives an input of data (Data) prior to compensation from
the timing controller 14, converts the data (Data) into bit
digital data for each RGB/RWGB, and outputs the con-
verted data.

[0151] The DAC 134 may convert the data in digital
form (Data) stored in the second data register 133 into
the analog type data voltage by further taking a sensing
voltage Sl further input from the sensor when it converts
the data in digital form (Data) stored in the second data
registor 133 into the analog type data voltage with refer-
ence to the gamma reference voltage supplied from the
outside. Accordingly, the DAC 134 included in the data
driver(12) of FIG. 13B includes the compensator 93 as
an internal component.

[0152] FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating a configuration
of a gate driver 13 included in an organic light emitting
display device 10 according to embodiments of the
present invention.

[0153] Referring to FIG. 14, a gate driver 13 included
in an organic light emitting display device 10 according
to one embodiment of the present invention includes, for
example, a shift register 141, a level shifter 142, and an
output buffer 143.

[0154] The shift register 141 starts generating scan
pulses by receiving a vertical synchronous signal Vsync
that notifies initiation of one frame from a timing controller
14, and causes the outputs of scan pulses to be sequen-
tially turned ON according to a vertical clock signal
Vclock. In addition, a logic arithmetic operation circuit
may be included to prevent an influence of signal delay
by shortening a charging time of a gate line using an
output-enabled signal OE.

[0155] The level shifter 142 converts the scan pulses
into a voltage that may turn ON/OFF first and second
transistors T1 and T2 (included in each pixel). That is,
depending on an ON voltage signal Von and an OFF
voltage signal Voff, the level shifter 142 converts a low
voltage into an ON voltage Von higher than a predeter-
mined voltage required for turning ON or turning OFF the
first and second transistors T1 and T2 and an OFF volt-
age Voff lower than the predetermined voltage.

[0156] The output buffer 143 may be configured as a
circuit that outputs a scan signal by improving a current
driving capability to be suitable for driving a gate line GL
having an RC load.

[0157] Meanwhile, the gate driver 13 supplies the scan
signal to the gate nodes of the firstand second transistors
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T1 and T2 through one gate line GL.

[0158] In addition, the gate driver 13 may supply, ac-
cording to a control signal from the timing controller 14,
a scan signal which is maintained for one horizontal time
HT or more at a scan signal level (second level VGH or
first level VGL) which causes the first and second tran-
sistors T1 and T2 to be turned ON. Here, the one hori-
zontal time may be a time, for which a data voltage is
applied at the second level VGH. In this view point, sup-
plying the scan signal that causes the first and second
transistors T1 and T2 to be turned ON for one horizontal
time or more means that the length of time in which the
scan signal, which causes the firstand second transistors
T1 and T2 to be turned ON, is supplied may be equal to
orlonger than the length of time in which the data voltage
is supplied at the second level VGH, that is, the scan
signal, which causes the first and second transistors T1
and T2 to be turned ON, is supplied longer than the data
voltage having the second level VGH.

[0159] In addition, the gate driver 13 may supply, ac-
cording to a control signal of the timing controller 14, a
scan signal, in which a time point where the scan signal
is changed to the scan signal level (second level VGH or
first level VGL), which causes the first and second tran-
sistors T1 and T2 to be turned ON is faster than a time
point where the data voltage is applied.

[0160] As described above, the reason for supplying
the scan signal, which is maintained for one horizontal
time HT or more ata scan signal level (second level VGH
orfirstlevel VGL) which causes the first and second tran-
sistors T1 and T2 to be turned ON, or supplying the scan
signal, in which a time point where the scan signal is
changed to the scan signal level (second level VGH or
first level VGL), which causes the first and second tran-
sistors T1 and T2 to be turned ON is faster than a time
point where the data voltage is applied, is for data charg-
ing.

[0161] FIGS. 15A and 15B are diagrams comparative-
ly illustrating numerical apertures of a display device ac-
cording to one embodiment of the present invention in
which a shared node of first transistors of respective pix-
els is integrally configured with a reference voltage line
RVL, and a display device in which a first transistor of
each pixel is configured in each pixel.

[0162] In a display device according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention illustrated in FIG. 15A, a
shared node of the first transistor of each pixel is formed
integrally with a reference voltage line RVL. Whereas, in
a conventional display device illustrated in FIG. 15B, a
first transistor for each pixel may be formed in each pixel.
[0163] In the conventional display device illustrated in
FIG. 15B, one reference voltage line RVL is shared by a
unit of four pixels in a 3T1C structure. At this time, a
connection wiring for sharing the reference voltage line
RVL in a circuit part of the four pixels is needed, which
in turn leads to the reduction of a numerical aperture. In
addition, since a design should be made in consideration
of a process margin and repair margin of first transistors
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serving as respective sensing transistors, the practical
numerical aperture is greatly reduced.

[0164] Onthe contrary, in the display device according
to one embodiment of the present invention illustrated in
FIG. 15A, the first transistors serving as the sensing tran-
sistors are positioned on the reference voltage line RVL,
and the shared node of the first transistors serving as the
respective sensing transistors is formed integrally with
the reference voltage line RVL in order to solve the prob-
lem of the conventional display device (FIG. 15B). Thus,
the increase of the numerical aperture may be maxi-
mized. A defect occurring due to the share of the refer-
ence voltage line RVL is equally divided into resistance
components of respective pixels. The defect level can be
alleviated as compared with the defect level of the con-
ventional display device.

[0165] Accordingly, it may be understood that the dis-
play device according to one embodiment of the present
inventionillustrated in FIG. 15A has a display region (light
emitting region) increased to further increase the numer-
ical aperture as compared with that of the conventional
display device illustrated in FIG. 15B. From this, further
improvement of the numerical aperture can be expected
when the resolution or area is increased.

[0166] As described above, according to the present
invention, itis possible to provide an organic light emitting
display device 10 having a simple and compact panel
structure.

[0167] In addition, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide an organic light emitting display
device 10 that may increase the numerical aperture,
lengthen a lifespan of light emitting diodes, and reduce
the incidence probability of defects.

[0168] When these features are applied to a high res-
olution and large area panel 11, a greater effect may be
achieved.

[0169] While the present invention has been exempla-
rily described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, it will be understood by a person skilled in the art
that the present invention may be varied and modified in
various forms within the scope of the appended claims.
[0170] Onthe contrary, in the display device according
to one embodiment of the present invention illustrated in
FIG. 15A, the first transistors serving as the sensing tran-
sistors are positioned on the reference voltage line RVL,
and the shared node of the first transistors serving as the
respective sensing transistors is formed integrally with
the reference voltage line RVL in order to solve the prob-
lem of the conventional display device (FIG. 15B). Thus,
the increase of the numerical aperture may be maxi-
mized. A defect occurring due to the share of the refer-
ence voltage line RVL is equally divided into resistance
components of respective pixels. The defect level can be
alleviated as compared with the defect level of the con-
ventional display device.

[0171] Accordingly, it may be understood that the dis-
play device according to one embodiment of the present
inventionillustrated in FIG. 15A has a display region (light
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emitting region) increased to further increase the numer-
ical aperture as compared with that of the conventional
display device illustrated in FIG. 15B. From this, further
improvement of the numerical aperture can be expected
when the resolution or area is increased.

[0172] As described above, according to the present
invention, itis possible to provide an organic light emitting
display device 10 having a simple and compact panel
structure.

[0173] In addition, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide an organic light emitting display
device 10 that may increase the numerical aperture,
lengthen a lifespan of light emitting diodes, and reduce
the incidence probability of defects.

[0174] When these features are applied to a high res-
olution and large area panel 11, a greater effect may be
effected.

[0175] While the present invention has been exempla-
rily described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, it will be understood by a person skilled in the art
that the present invention may be varied and modified in
various forms within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. An organic light emitting display device (10) com-
prising:

a plurality of data lines (DL(1) ... DL(4N)) posi-
tioned in one direction;

a plurality of gate lines (GL(1) ... GL(M)) posi-
tioned in another direction intersecting with the
plurality of data lines;

a plurality of reference voltage lines (RVL) po-
sitioned in the one direction, wherein the number
of reference voltage lines is one fourth of the
number of data lines,

a plurality of pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) connected
with the plurality of data lines (DL(1) ... DL(4N))
and the plurality of gate lines (GL(1) ... GL(M)),
wherein each of the plurality of pixels (P1, P2,
P3, P4) includes: an organic light emitting diode
(OLED), a driving transistor (DT) configured to
drive the organic light emitting diode, a first tran-
sistor (T1) controlled by a first scan signal from
the gate lines and connected between one of
the reference voltage lines (RVL) and a first
node (N1) of the driving transistor (DT), and a
second transistor (T2) controlled by a second
scan signal supplied from the gate lines and con-
nected between one of the data lines and a sec-
ond node (N2) of the driving transistor (DT),
wherein each reference voltage line (RVL) is po-
sitioned in the one direction and configured to
supply a reference voltage (Vref) to a first pixel
(P1) connected with a (4n-3)th data line, a sec-
ond pixel (P2) connected with a (4n-2)th data
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line, a third pixel (P3) connected with a (4n-1)th
data line, and a fourth pixel (P4) connected with
a (4n)th data line, wherein n is a natural number
of 1 or more,

wherein the first to fourth pixels are positioned
adjacent to each other along the other direction,
wherein each first transistor (T11, T12, T13,
T14) has a first node of one of drain and source
electrode of the first transistor and a second
node of the other of drain and source electrode
of the first transistor, wherein the first nodes of
the first transistors (T11, T12, T13, T14) of the
first to fourth pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) are config-
ured as a shared node (Ns) formed integrally
with the reference voltage line (RVL), and the
second nodes (N11, N12, N13, N14) of the first
transistors (T11, T12, T13, T14) of said first to
fourth pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) are configured as
individual nodes (N1 1, N12, N13, N14), and
each of said individual nodes (N11, N12, N13,
N14) is connected with the first node (N1) of the
driving transistor (DT) of the respective pixel
(P1, P2, P3, P4);

the organic light emitting display device (10) fur-
ther comprising a semiconductor layer (ACT)
positioned between the shared node (Ns) and
the four individual nodes (N11, N12, N13, N14),
wherein the semiconductor layer (ACT) is one
common layer between the shared node (Ns)
and the four individual nodes (N11, N12, N13,
N14),

wherein the four first transistors of the first to
fourth pixels are controlled by a first scan signal
supplied from a first gate line to one gate elec-
trode which is positioned below or above the
semiconductor layer, and wherein the gate elec-
trode is integral with the first gate line or is con-
nected with the first gate line.

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
1, wherein

the individual node (N11) of the first transistor (T11)
included in the first pixel (P1) is connected through
a connection pattern (CP) with the first node (N1) of
the driving transistor (DT) included in the first pixel
(P1);

the individual node (N12) of the first transistor (T12)
included in the second pixel (P2) is connected di-
rectly with the first node (N1) of the driving transistor
(DT) included in the second pixel (P2);

the individual node (N13) of the first transistor (T13)
included in the third pixel (P3) is connected directly
with the first node (N1) of the driving transistor (DT)
included in the third pixel (P3), and

the individual node (N14) of the first transistor (T14)
included in the fourth pixel (P4) is connected through
a connection pattern (CP) with the first node (N1) of
the driving transistor (DT) included in the fourth pixel
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(P4).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
1 or 2, wherein the shared node (Ns) has a shape
obtained by combining two or more of a "1" shape,
a "-" shape, a "" shape, a "L" shape, a "C" shape,
and partially rounded shapes thereof.

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
3, wherein the shared node (Ns) has a "+" shape, a
"1" shape, or a "t=" shape.

The organic light emitting display device of any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein a distance between the
shared node (Ns) and the individual node (N11, N12,
N13, N14) of at least one of the four first transistors
(T11,T12,T13, T14) is different from that of another
one of the four first transistors (T11, T12, T13, T14).

The organic light emitting display device of any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein a pixel structure of the first
pixel (P1) and a pixel structure of the fourth pixel (P4)
are symmetric to each other with respect to the ref-
erence voltage line (RVL), and a pixel structure of
the second pixel (P2) and a pixel structure of the
third pixel (P3) are symmetric to each other with re-
spect to the reference voltage line (RVL).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of any
one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising a display
panel, wherein the display panel comprises:

adatadriver (12) configured to drive the plurality
of data lines (DL(1) ... DL(4N)) positioned in the
one direction;

a gate driver (13) configured to supply a first
scan signal (SENSE) and a second signal
(SCAN) through the plurality of gate lines
(GL(1) ... GL(M)) which are positioned in the oth-
er direction intersecting with the data lines; and
a timing controller (14) configured to control a
driving timing of the data driver and the gate driv-
er.

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
7, further comprising:

a sensor (91) configured to sense a voltage of the
first node (N1) of the driving transistor (DT).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
8, wherein the sensor (91) comprises:

an analog-to-digital converter (912) configured
to convert the sensed voltage into a digital value;
and

a first switch (913) configured to perform switch-
ing such that one of a reference voltage supply

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

16

EP 3 007 161 B1

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

30

node (9131), to which a reference voltage (Vref)
is supplied, and a sensing node (9132) connect-
ed to the analog digital converter (912) is con-
nected with the reference voltage line (RVL).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
8 or 9, wherein a plurality of sensors (91) are provid-
ed, the number of the sensors (91) corresponding to
the number of the data lines (DL(1) ... DL(4N)) or the
number of the reference voltage lines (RVL).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
9, wherein the timing controller (14) controls switch-
ing operations of:

a first switch (913) configured to perform switch-
ing between an ON position, in which the refer-
ence voltage line (RVL) is connected with the
reference voltage supply node (9131), and an
OFF position, in which the reference voltage line
(RVL) is connected with the sensing node
(9132), and

a second switch (914) configured to perform
switching between an ON position, in which a
data voltage output point (9141) of the data driv-
er (12) is connected with a corresponding data
line (DL), and an OFF position, in which the data
line (DL) is disconnected from the voltage output
point (9141) and floating.

The organic light emitting display device (10) of any
one of claims 8 to 10, further comprising:

a compensator (93) configured to perform data
conversion processing that compensates char-
acteristic information of the driving transistor
(DT) based on the sensed voltage; and

a memory (92) configured to store the sensed
voltage or the characteristic information of the
driving transistor (DT).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
12, wherein the compensator (93) is included within
the timing controller (14), within the data driver (12),
or outside of the timing controller (14) and the data
driver (12).

The organic light emitting display device (10) of claim
13, wherein,

if the compensator (93) is included within the timing
controller (14), the compensator converts data sup-
plied from the outside into compensation data based
on the characteristic information of the driving tran-
sistor (DT), and supplies the compensation data to
the data driver (12),

if the compensator (93) is included within the data
driver (12), the compensator converts data supplied
from the timing controller (14) into the compensation
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data based on the characteristic information of the
driving transistor (DT), before or after converting the
data supplied from the timing controller into analog
data, and

if the compensator (93) is included outside of the
timing controller (14) and the data driver (12), the
compensator converts the data supplied from the
timing controller into the compensation data based
on the characteristic information of the driving tran-
sistor (DT) and supplies the compensation data to
the data driver.

Patentanspriiche

Eine organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10), aufweisend:

eine Vielzahl von Datenleitungen
(DL(1)...DL(4N)), die in einer Richtung positio-
niert sind;

eine Vielzahl von Gate-Leitungen

(GL(1)...GL(M)), die mit der Vielzahl von Daten-
leitungen kreuzend in einer anderen Richtung
positioniert sind;

eine Vielzahl von Referenzspannungsleitungen
(RVL), die in der einen Richtung positioniert
sind, wobei die Anzahl von Referenzspan-
nungsleitungen ein Viertel der Anzahl von Da-
tenleitungen ist,

eine Vielzahl von Pixeln (P1, P2, P3, P4), die
mit der Vielzahl von Datenleitungen (DL(1)...,
DL(4N)) und der Vielzahl von Gate-Leitungen
(GL(1)...GL(M)) verbunden sind,

wobei jedes der Vielzahl von Pixeln (P1, P2, P3,
P4) enthalt: eine organische lichtemittierende
Diode (OLED), einen Treibertransistor (DT), der
konfiguriert ist, die organische lichtemittierende
Diode anzusteuern, einen ersten Transistor
(T1), der durch ein erstes Scansignal von den
Gate-Leitungen gesteuert wird und zwischen ei-
ne der Referenzspannungsleitungen (RVL) und
einen ersten Knoten (N1) des Treibertransistors
(DT) geschaltetist, und einen zweiten Transistor
(T2), der durch ein von den Gate-Leitungen ge-
liefertes zweites Scansignal gesteuert wird und
zwischen eine der Datenleitungen und einen
zweiten Knoten (N2) des Treibertransistors (DT)
geschaltet ist,

wobei jede Referenzspannungsleitung (RVL) in
der einen Richtung positioniert ist und konfigu-
riert ist, eine Referenzspannung (Vref) an ein
mit einer (4n-3)-ten Datenleitung verbundenes
erstes Pixel (P1), ein mit einer (4n-2)-ten Daten-
leitung verbundenes zweites Pixel (P2), ein mit
einer (4n-1)-ten Datenleitung verbundenes drit-
tes Pixel (P3) und ein mit einer (4n)-ten Daten-
leitung verbundenes viertes Pixel (P4) zu liefern,
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2,

wobei n eine natlrliche Zahl von 1 oder mehr ist,
wobei das erste bis vierte Pixel zueinander be-
nachbart entlang der anderen Richtung positio-
niert ist,

wobei jeder erste Transistor (T11, T12, T13,
T14) einen ersten Knoten von einer der Drain-
und Source-Elektrode des ersten Transistors
und einen zweiten Knoten von der anderen der
Drain- und Source-Elektrode des ersten Tran-
sistors hat, wobei die ersten Knoten der ersten
Transistoren (T11, T12, T13, T14) des ersten
bis vierten Pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) als ein ge-
meinsam genutzter Knoten (Ns) konfiguriert
sind, der integral mit der Referenzspannungs-
leitung (RVL) ausgebildet ist, und die zweiten
Knoten (N11, N12, N13, N14) der ersten Tran-
sistoren (T11, T12, T13, T14) des besagten ers-
ten bis vierten Pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) als ein-
zelne Knoten (N11, N12, N13, N14) konfiguriert
sind und jeder der besagten einzelnen Knoten
(N11, N12, N13, N14) mit dem ersten Knoten
(N1) des Treibertransistors (DT) des entspre-
chenden Pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) verbunden ist;
die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vor-
richtung (10) ferner eine Halbleiterschicht (ACT)
aufweisend, die zwischen dem gemeinsam ge-
nutzten Knoten (Ns)und denviereinzelnen Kno-
ten (N11, N12, N13, N14) positioniert ist, wobei
die Halbleiterschicht (ACT) eine gemeinsame
Schicht zwischen dem gemeinsam genutzten
Knoten (Ns) und den vier einzelnen Knoten
(N11, N12, N13, N14) ist,

wobei die vier ersten Transistoren des ersten
bis vierten Pixels durch ein erstes Scansignal
gesteuert werden, das von einer ersten Gate-
Leitung an eine Gate-Elektrode geliefert wird,
die unter oder Uber der Halbleiterschicht positi-
oniertist, und wobei die Gate-Elektrode integral
mit der ersten Gate-Leitung ist oder mit der ers-
ten Gate-Leitung verbunden ist.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemanl Anspruch 1, wobei

der einzelne Knoten (N11) des in dem ersten Pixel
(P1) enthaltenen ersten Transistors (T11) durch eine
Verbindungsstruktur (CP) mit dem ersten Knoten
(N1) des in dem ersten Pixel (P1) enthaltenen Trei-
bertransistors (DT) verbunden ist;

der einzelne Knoten (N12) des in dem zweiten Pixel
(P2) enthaltenen ersten Transistors (T12) direkt mit
dem ersten Knoten (N1) des in dem zweiten Pixel
(P2) enthaltenen Treibertransistors (DT) verbunden
ist;

der einzelne Knoten (N13) des in dem dritten Pixel
(P3) enthaltenen ersten Transistors (T13) direkt mit
dem ersten Knoten (N1) des in dem dritten Pixel (P3)
enthaltenen Treibertransistors (DT) verbunden ist,
und
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der einzelne Knoten (N14) des in dem vierten Pixel
(P4) enthaltenen ersten Transistors (T14) durch eine
Verbindungsstruktur (CP) mit dem ersten Knoten
(N1) des in dem vierten Pixel (P4) enthaltenen Trei-
bertransistors (DT) verbunden ist.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaR Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei der ge-
meinsam genutzte Knoten (Ns) eine Form hat, die
durch Kombinieren zweier oder mehrerer von einer
"1"-Form, einer "-" -Form, einer "=" -Form, einer "L"
-Form, einer "[C" -Form und teilweise abgerundeten
Formen davon, erhalten wird.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaR Anspruch 3, wobei der gemeinsam
genutzte Knoten (Ns) eine "+" -Form, eine "L" -Form

oder eine "E" -Form hat.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung gemaR einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 4, wobei
eine Distanz zwischen dem gemeinsam genutzten
Knoten (Ns) und dem einzelnen Knoten (N11, N12,
N13, N14) von mindestens einem der vier ersten
Transistoren (T11, T12, T13, T14) anders ist als die
von einem anderen der vier ersten Transistoren
(T11,T12, T13, T14).

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung gemanR einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 4, wobei
eine Pixel-Struktur des ersten Pixels (P1) und eine
Pixel-Struktur des vierten Pixels (P4) bezlglich der
Referenzspannungsleitung (RVL) symmetrisch zu-
einander sind und eine Pixel-Struktur des zweiten
Pixels (P2) und eine Pixelstruktur des dritten Pixels
(P3) bezuglich der Referenzspannungsleitung
(RVL) symmetrisch zueinander sind.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaf einem der Anspriiche 1 bis 6, ferner
ein Anzeige-Panel aufweisend, wobei das Anzeige-
Panel aufweist:

einen Datentreiber (12), der konfiguriert ist, die
Vielzahl von Datenleitungen (DL(1)...DL(4N))
anzusteuern, die in der einen Richtung positio-
niert sind;

einen Gatetreiber (13), der konfiguriert ist, ein
erstes Scansignal (SENSE) und ein zweites
Scansignal (SCAN) durch die Vielzahl von Gate-
leitungen (GL(1)...GL(M)) zu liefern, die mit den
Datenleitungen kreuzend in der anderen Rich-
tung positioniert sind; und

eine Timing-Steuereinrichtung (14), die konfigu-
riert ist, ein Ansteuer-Timing des Datentreibers
und des Gatetreibers zu steuern.
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Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemal Anspruch 7, ferner aufweisend:
einen Sensor (91), der konfiguriert ist, eine Span-
nung des ersten Knotens (N1) des Treibertransistors
(DT) abzutasten.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaf Anspruch 8, wobei der Sensor (91)
aufweist:

einen Analog-Digital-Wandler (912), der konfi-
guriert ist, das abgetastete Signal in einen digi-
talen Wert zu wandeln, und

einen ersten Schalter (913), der konfiguriert ist,
Schalten derart auszufiihren, dass einer von ei-
nem Referenspannungslieferknoten (9131), an
den eine Referenzspannung (Vref) geliefert
wird, und einem Abtast-Knoten (9132), der mit
dem Analog-Digital-Wandler (912) verbunden
ist, mit der Referenzspannungsleitung (RVL)
verbunden ist.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemank Anspruch 8 oder 9, wobei eine Viel-
zahlvon Sensoren (91) bereitgestellt sind, wobei die
Anzahl der Sensoren (91) zu der Anzahl der Daten-
leitungen (DL(1)...DL(4N) oder der Anzahl der Re-
ferenzspannungsleitungen (RVL) korrespondiert.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemanl Anspruch 9, wobei die Zeitsteuer-
einrichtung (14) Schaltvorgédnge steuert von:

einem ersten Schalter (913), der konfiguriert ist,
Schalten zwischen einer AN-Position, in der die
Referenzspannungsleitung (RVL) mit dem Re-
ferenzspannungslieferknoten (9131) verbun-
den ist, und einer AUS-Position, in der die Re-
ferenzspannungsleitung (RVL) mit dem Abtast-
Knoten (9132) verbunden ist, auszufiihren und
einem zweiten Schalter (914), der konfiguriert
ist, Schalten zwischen einer AN-Position, in der
ein Datenspannungsausgabepunkt (9141) des
Datentreibers (12) mit einer korrespondieren-
den Datenleitung (DL) verbunden ist, und einer
AUS-Position, in der die Datenleitung (DL) von
dem Spannungsausgabepunkts (9141) ge-
trennt und potentialfrei ist, auszufiihren.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaR einem der Anspriche 8 bis 10, fer-
ner aufweisend:

einen Kompensator (93), der konfiguriertist, Da-
tenumwandlungsverarbeitung  auszufiihren,
das charakteristische Information des Treiber-
transistors (DT) auf Basis der abgetasteten
Spannung kompensiert; und
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einen Speicher (92), der konfiguriert ist, die ab-
getastete Spannung oder die charakteristische
Information des Treibertransistors (DT) zu spei-
chern.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaR Anspruch 12, wobei der Kompen-
sator (93) innerhalb der Zeitsteuereinrichtung (14),
innerhalb des Datentreibers (12) oder auRerhalb der
Zeitsteuereinrichtung (14) und des Datentreibers
(12) enthalten ist.

Die organische lichtemittierende Anzeige-Vorrich-
tung (10) gemaR Anspruch 13, wobei, wenn der
Kompensator (93) innerhalb der Zeitsteuereinrich-
tung (14) enthalten ist, der Kompensator von aufen
gelieferte Daten auf Basis der charakteristischen In-
formation des Treibertransistors (DTA) in Kompen-
sationsdaten wandelt und die Kompensationsdaten
an den Datentreiber (12) liefert,

wenn der Kompensator (93) innerhalb des Daten-
treibers (12) enthalten ist, der Kompensator von der
Timing-Steuereinrichtung (14) gelieferte Daten auf
Basis der charakteristischen Information des Trei-
bertransistors (DTA) in die Kompensationsdaten
wandelt, vor oder nach Umwandeln der von der Ti-
ming-Steuereinrichtung gelieferten Daten in analo-
ge Daten, und

wenn der Kompensator (93) aulRerhalb der Timing-
Steuereinrichtung (14) und des Datentreibers (12)
enthalten ist, der Kompensator die von der Timing-
Steuereinrichtung gelieferten Daten auf Basis der
charakteristischen Information des Treibertransis-
tors (DTA) in die Kompensationsdaten wandelt und
die Kompensationsdaten an den Datentreiber liefert.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) comprenant :

une pluralité de lignes de données (DL(1), ...,
DL(4N)) positionnée dans une direction;

une pluralit¢ de lignes de grille (GL(1), ...,
GL(M)) positionnée dans une autre direction
croisant la pluralité de lignes de données ;

une pluralité de lignes de tension de référence
(RVL) positionnée dans une direction, dans le-
quelle nombre de lignes de tension de référence
est égal a un quart du nombre de lignes de
données ;

une pluralité de pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) connec-
tée a la pluralité de lignes de données (DL(1),
..., DL(4N)) et a la pluralité de lignes de grille
(GL(1), ..., GL(M)) ;

dans lequel chaque pixel de la pluralité de pixels
(P1, P2, P3, P4) inclut : une diode électrolumi-
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nescente organique (OLED), un transistor d’at-
taque (DT) configuré de maniére a commander
la diode électroluminescente organique, un pre-
mier transistor (T1) commandé par un premier
signalde balayage provenantdes lignes de grille
et connecté entre 'une des lignes de tension de
référence (RVL) et un premier noeud (N1) du
transistor d’attaque (DT), et un second transistor
(T2) commandé par unsecond signal de balaya-
ge fourni a partir des lignes de grille et connecté
entre l'une des lignes de données et un second
noeud (N2) du transistor d’attaque (DT) ;

dans lequel chaque ligne de tension de référen-
ce (RVL) est positionnée dans ladite une direc-
tion et est configurée de maniére a fournir une
tension de référence (Vref) a un premier pixel
(P1) connecté a une (4n-3)ieme ligne de don-
nées, a un deuxiéme pixel (P2) connecté a une
(4n-2)ieme ligne de données, a un troisieme
pixel (P3) connecté a une (4n-1)ieme ligne de
données, et a un quatrieme pixel (P4) connecté
a une (4n)ieme ligne de données, dans lequel
« n »correspond a un nombre naturel supérieur
ou égala «1»,

dans lequel les premier a quatriéme pixels sont
positionnés adjacents les uns aux autres le long
de 'autre direction ;

dans lequel chaque premier transistor (T11,
T12, T13, T14) présente un premier noeud de
I’'une parmi une électrode drain et une électrode
source du premier transistor, et un second
noeud de 'autre parmi I'électrode drain et I'élec-
trode source du premier transistor, dans lequel
les premiers noeuds des premiers transistors
(T11, T12, T13, T14) des premier a quatrieme
pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4) sont configurés en tant
qu’un noeud partagé (Ns) formé intégralement
avec la ligne de tension de référence (RVL), et
les seconds noeuds (N11, N12, N13, N14) des
premiers transistors (T11, T12, T13, T14) des-
dits premier a quatrieme pixels (P1, P2, P3, P4)
sont configurés en tant que des noeuds indivi-
duels (N11, N12, N13, N14), et chacun desdits
noeuds individuels (N11, N12, N13, N14) est
connecté au premier noeud (N1) du transistor
d’attaque (DT) du pixel respectif (P1, P2, P3,
P4);

le dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent or-
ganique (10) comprenant en outre une couche
semi-conductrice (ACT) positionnée entre le
noeud partagé (Ns) et les quatre noeuds indivi-
duels (N11,N12, N13, N14), dans lequel la cou-
che semi-conductrice (ACT) est une couche
commune entre le noeud partagé (Ns) et les
quatre noeuds individuels (N11, N12, N13,
N14) ;

dans lequel les quatre premiers transistors des
premier a quatrieme pixels sontcommandés par
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un premier signal de balayage fourni d’'une pre-
miére ligne de grille a une électrode grille qui est
positionnée en dessous ou au-dessus de la cou-
che semi-conductrice, et dans lequel I'électrode
grille est solidaire de la premiére ligne de grille
ou est connectée a la premiére ligne de grille.

2. Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique

(10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

le noeud individuel (N11) du premier transistor
(T11) inclus dans le premier pixel (P1) est con-
necté, a travers un motif de connexion (CP), au
premier noeud (N1) du transistor d’attaque (DT)
inclus dans le premier pixel (P1) ;

le noeud individuel (N12) du premier transistor
(T12)inclus dans le deuxiéme pixel (P2) est con-
necté directement au premier noeud (N1) du
transistor d’attaque (DT) inclus dans le deuxié-
me pixel (P2) ;

le noeud individuel (N13) du premier transistor
(T13) inclus dans le troisieme pixel (P3) est con-
necté directement au premier noeud (N1) du
transistor d’attaque (DT) inclus dans le troisieme
pixel (P3) ; et

le noeud individuel (N14) du premier transistor
(T14) inclus dans le quatrieme pixel (P4) est
connecté, a travers un motif de connexion (CP),
au premier noeud (N1) du transistor d’attaque
(DT) inclus dans le quatriéeme pixel (P4).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le
noeud partagé (Ns) présente une forme obtenue en
combinant deux des formes suivantes ou plus : une
forme « | », une forme «-», une forme « 7 », une
forme « L », une forme « C », et des formes conne-
xes partiellement arrondies.

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 3, dans lequel le noeud
partagé (Ns) présente une forme « + », une forme
« 1 » ou une forme « = ».

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 4,
dans lequel une distance entre le noeud partagé (Ns)
et le noeud individuel (N11, N12, N13, N14) d’'au
moins 'undes quatre premiers transistors (T11,T12,
T13, T14) est différente de celle d’'un autre des qua-
tre premiers transistors (T11, T12, T13, T14).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
selon l'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 4,
dans lequel une structure de pixel du premier pixel
(P1) et une structure de pixel du quatrieme pixel (P4)
sont mutuellement symétriques relativement a la Ii-
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gne de tension de référence (RVL), et une structure
de pixel du deuxiéme pixel (P2) et une structure de
pixel du troisieme pixel (P3) sont mutuellement sy-
métriques relativement a la ligne de tension de ré-
férence (RVL).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a
6, comprenant en outre un panneau d’affichage,
dans lequel le panneau d’affichage comprend :

un pilote de données (12) configuré de maniere
a piloter la pluralité de lignes de données (DL(1),
..., DL(4N)) positionnée dans une direction ;
un pilote de grille (13) configuré de maniere a
fournir un premier signal de balayage (SENSE)
et un second signal (SCAN) a travers la pluralité
de lignes de grille (GL(1), ..., GL(M)) qui est po-
sitionnée dans l'autre direction coupant les li-
gnes de données ; et

un contréleur de temporisation (14) configuré de
maniére a commander une synchronisation
d’attaque du pilote de données et du pilote de
grille.

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 7, comprenant en outre :
un capteur (91) configuré de maniére a détecter une
tension du premier noeud (N1) du transistor d’atta-
que (DT).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 8, dans lequel le capteur
(91) comprend :

un convertisseur analogique-numérique (912)
configuré de maniéere a convertir la tension dé-
tectée en une valeur numérique ; et

un premier commutateur (913) configuré de ma-
niére a mettre en oeuvre une commutation de
sorte que I'un parmi un noeud de fourniture de
tension de référence (9131), auquel une tension
de référence (Vref) est fournie, et un noeud de
détection (9132) connecté au convertisseur
analogique-numérique (912), est connecté a la
ligne de tension de référence (RVL).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 8 ou 9, dans lequel une
pluralité de capteurs (91) est fournie, le nombre des
capteurs (91) correspondant au nombre des lignes
de données (DL(1), ..., DL(4N)) ou au nombre des
lignes de tension de référence (RVL).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 9, dans lequel le contré-
leur de temporisation (14) commande des opéra-
tions de commutation des commutateurs suivants :
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un premier commutateur (913) configuré de ma-
niére a mettre en oeuvre une commutation entre
une position « MARCHE », dans laquelle la li-
gne de tension de référence (RVL) est connec-
tée au noeud de fourniture de tension de réfeé-
rence (9131), et une position « ARRET », dans
laquelle la ligne de tension de référence (RVL)
est connectée au noeud de détection (9132) ; et
un second commutateur (914) configuré de ma-
niére a mettre en oeuvre une commutation entre
une position « MARCHE », dans laquelle un
point de sortie de tension de données (9141) du
pilote de données (12) est connecté a une ligne
de données correspondante (DL), et une posi-
tion « ARRET », dans laquelle la ligne de don-
nées (DL) est déconnectée du point de sortie de
tension (9141) et est flottante.

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon I'une quelconque des revendications 8 a
10, comprenant en outre :

un compensateur (93) configuré de maniére a
mettre en oeuvre un traitement de conversion
de données qui compense des informations de
caractéristiques du transistor d’attaque (DT) sur
la base de la tension détectée ; et

une mémoire (92) configurée de maniére a stoc-
ker la tension détectée ou les informations de
caractéristiques du transistor d’attaque (DT).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 12, dans lequel le com-
pensateur (93) est inclus dans le contréleur de tem-
porisation (14), dans le pilote de données (12) ou
est situé en dehors du contréleur de temporisation
(14) et du pilote de données (12).

Dispositif d’affichage électroluminescent organique
(10) selon la revendication 13, dans lequel,

sile compensateur (93) est inclus dans le contréleur
detemporisation (14), le compensateur convertitdes
données fournies depuis I'extérieur en des données
de compensation, sur la base des informations de
caractéristiques du transistor d’attaque (DT), etfour-
nit les données de compensation au pilote de don-
nées (12) ;

si le compensateur (93) est inclus dans le pilote de
données (12), le compensateur convertit des don-
nées, fournies a partir du contréleur de temporisation
(14), en des données de compensation, sur la base
des informations de caractéristiques du transistor
d’attaque (DT), avant ou aprés la conversion des
données fournies a partir du contréleur de tempori-
sation en des données analogiques ; et

sile compensateur (93) estal'extérieur du contréleur
de temporisation (14) et du pilote de données (12),
le compensateur convertit les données fournies a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

21

partir du contréleur de temporisation, en des don-
nées de compensation, sur la base des informations
de caractéristiques du transistor d’attaque (DT), et
fournit les données de compensation au pilote de
données.
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