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ABSTRACT

A display apparatus includes an autosteroscopic liquid crystal
display panel having a frame response time of less than 10
milliseconds, and a backlight positioned to provide light to
the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display. The backlight
includes a right eye solid state light source and a left eye solid
state light source capable of being modulated between the
right eye solid state light source and a left eye solid state light
source at a rate of at least 90 Hertz.
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AUTOSTEREOSCROPIC LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY APPARATUS

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an autosteroscopic
liquid crystal display apparatus and particularly to an autost-
eroscopic liquid crystal display apparatus that shows flicker-
free video and rendered computer graphics.

BACKGROUND

[0002] An autosteroscopic or 3D display usually presents
an observer with images with parallax from individual right
and left eye viewpoints. In one method of an autostereoscopic
display, right eye and left eye viewpoints are alternatively
displayed. The method of displaying alternating left eye and
right eye images in a temporally controlled left, right, left,
right, . . . sequence, at a sufficiently high frame rate to produce
an essentially flicker-free 3D image is know for CRT displays
and 3D glasses and is commercially available from, for
example, eDimensional and CrystalEyes.

[0003] Previously known techniques of flicker-free opera-
tion for an autosteroscopic liquid crystal display (i.e., LCD)
specify a relatively slow speed image sequence, for example,
24 frames per second and achieve visually flicker-free opera-
tion by displaying the autostereoscopic image pairs more than
twice. These known techniques also incorporate a method of
improving the response time of the LCD panel teaching gra-
dation value conversion and/or feed-forward drive compen-
sation.

BRIEF SUMMARY

[0004] The present disclosure relates to an autosteroscopic
liquid crystal display apparatus and particularly to an autoste-
reoscopic liquid crystal display apparatus that displays
flicker-free video and rendered computer graphics.

[0005] In a first embodiment, a display apparatus includes
an autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel having a frame
response time of less than 10 milliseconds, and a backlight
positioned to provide light to the autosteroscopic liquid crys-
tal display panel. The backlight includes a right eye solid state
light source and a left eye solid state light source capable of
being modulated between the right eye solid state light source
and a left eye solid state light source at a rate of at least 90
Hertz.

[0006] In another embodiment, a method of displaying
flicker-free rendered computer graphics includes providing
rendered computer graphics to an autosteroscopic liquid crys-
tal display at a rate of at least 90 unique image frames per
second, and displaying the rendered computer graphics on the
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display. The autosteroscopic
liquid crystal display has a frame response time of less than 10
milliseconds.

[0007] In a further embodiment, a method of displaying
flicker-free video includes providing video to an autostero-
scopic liquid crystal display at a rate of at least 90 frames per
second, and displaying the video on the autosteroscopic lig-
uid crystal display. The autosteroscopic liquid crystal display
has a frame response time of less than 10 milliseconds.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The invention may be more completely understood
in consideration of the following detailed description of vari-
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ous embodiments of the invention in connection with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

[0009] FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of an illustrative
display apparatus;

[0010] FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are schematic side views of an
illustrative display apparatus in operation; and

[0011] FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram an illustrative
display apparatus.

[0012] The figures are not necessarily to scale. Like num-
bers used in the figures refer to like components. However, it
will be understood that the use of a number to refer to a
component in a given figure is not intended to limit the com-
ponent in another figure labeled with the same number.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0013] In the following description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which are shown by way of illustration several specific
embodiments. It is to be understood that other embodiments
are contemplated and may be made without departing from
the scope or spirit of the present invention. The following
detailed description, therefore, is not to be taken in a limiting
sense.

[0014] All scientific and technical terms used herein have
meanings commonly used in the art unless otherwise speci-
fied. The definitions provided herein are to facilitate under-
standing of certain terms used frequently herein and are not
meant to limit the scope of the present disclosure.

[0015] Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing
feature sizes, amounts, and physical properties used in the
specification and claims are to be understood as being modi-
fied in all instances by the term “about.” Accordingly, unless
indicated to the contrary, the numerical parameters set forth in
the foregoing specification and attached claims are approxi-
mations that can vary depending upon the desired properties
sought to be obtained by those skilled in the art utilizing the
teachings disclosed herein.

[0016] The recitation of numerical ranges by endpoints
includes all numbers subsumed within that range (e.g. 1 t0 5
includes 1,1.5,2,2.75,3,3.80, 4, and 5) and any range within
that range.

[0017] As used in this specification and the appended
claims, the singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” encompass
embodiments having plural referents, unless the content
clearly dictates otherwise.

[0018] The term “autostereoscopic” refers to displaying
three-dimensional images that can be viewed without the use
of special headgear or glasses on the part ofthe user or viewer.
These methods produce depth perception in the viewer even
though the image is produced by a flat device.

[0019] Theterm “flicker-free” refers to a perceptible image
discontinuity and usually occurs when images are displayed
at a frame or image pair rate for autostereoscopic image pairs
of 45 Hertz or less.

[0020] The present disclosure relates to an autosteroscopic
liquid crystal display apparatus and particularly to an autoste-
reoscopic liquid crystal display apparatus that displays
flicker-free video and rendered computer graphics. The
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display has a frame response
time of less than 10 milliseconds and can display image
frames at a rate of at least 90 frames per second. Computer
rendered image frames can be displayed at a rate of at least 90
unique frames per second and video image frames can be
displayed at arate of at least 90 unique frames per second. The
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apparatus and methods described herein provides flicker-free
3D autostereoscopic viewing without the complexity of gra-
dation value conversion or feed-forward compensation or the
need for image compression and/or decoding. The current
disclosure utilizes commercial computer hardware, software,
and/or memory and fast response time LCD panels to display
flicker-free autostereoscopic 3D video or computer rendered
graphics. While the present invention is not so limited, an
appreciation of various aspects of the invention will be gained
through a discussion of the examples provided below.
[0021] Aliquid crystal display is a sample and hold display
device such that the images at any particular point are stable
until that point is updated at the next image refresh time,
typically 1/60 of a second or faster. In such a sample and hold
system, displaying different images, specifically alternating
left and right images for an autostereoscopic 3D display,
during sequential refresh periods of the display requires care-
ful sequencing of the light sources so that, for example, the
left eye light source is not on during the display of data for the
right eye and vice versa. Separate light guides for left eye and
right eye light sources are described in United States Patent
Application Publication No. 2005/276071, which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein). This reference utilizes a double-
sided prism film having vertically aligned features that are
aligned with extraction features on a light guide plate and
normal to the light propagation direction of the light guide to
better than 5 degrees or better than 1 degree.

[0022] Previously known techniques of visually flicker-
free operation for autostereoscopic display (described in U.S.
Pat. No. 6,816,142 and United States Patent Application Pub-
lication Nos. 2005/276071 and 2006/0132673, which are
incorporated by reference herein) specify a relatively slow
speed image sequence such as, for example, 24 frames per
second, and teach that visually flicker-free operation requires
displaying the autostereoscopic image pairs a constant num-
ber of times and always being more than two times. These
techniques require a method of improving the response rate of
an LCD panel and teach gradation value conversion and/or
feed-forward drive compensation. Autostereoscopic displays
that utilize gradation value conversion and/or feed-forward
drive compensation are described in: U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,825,
821; 7,057,638, 6,816,142; 7,015,887, which are incorpo-
rated by reference herein.

[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic side view of an illustrative
display apparatus 10. The display apparatus includes an
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 20 having a frame
response time of less than 10 milliseconds, or less than 5
milliseconds, and a backlight 30 positioned to provide light to
the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 20. The back-
light 30 includes a right eye solid state light source 32 and a
left eye solid state light source 34 capable of being modulated
between the right eye solid state light source 32 and the left
eye solid state light source 34 at a rate of at least 90 Hertz. A
double sided prism film 40 is disposed between the autost-
eroscopic liquid crystal display panel 20 and the backlight 30
and in registration with any extraction features on the back-
light, as described above.

[0024] A synchronization driving element 50 is electrically
connected to the backlight 30 light sources 32, 34 and the
liquid crystal display panel 20. The synchronization driving
element 50 synchronizes activation and deactivation (i.e.,
modulation) of the right eye solid state light source 32 and the
left eye solid state light source 34 as image frames are pro-
vided at a rate of 90 frames per second or greater to the
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autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 20 to produce a
flicker-free video or rendered computer graphics. An image
(i.e., video or computer rendered graphics) source 60 is con-
nected to the synchronization driving element 50 and pro-
vides the images frames (e.g., right eye images and left eye
images) to the liquid crystal display panel 20.

[0025] The autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 20
can be any transmissive liquid crystal display panel that has a
frame response time of less than 10 milliseconds, or less than
5 milliseconds. Commercially available transmissive liquid
crystal display panels having a frame response time of less
than 10 milliseconds, or less than 5 milliseconds include
HannStar’s HSD190ME13 (HannStar Display Corporation,
Taiwan) and Toshiba Matsushita Display’s (TMD) optically
compensated bend (OCB) mode panel LTA090A220F
(Toshiba Matsushita Display Technology Co., Ltd., Japan).
[0026] The backlight 30 can be any useful backlight that
can be modulated between a right eye solid state light source
32 and left eye solid state light source 34 at a rate of at least 90
Hertz, or 100 Hertz, or 110 Hertz, or 120 Hertz, or greater
than 120 Hertz. The illustrated backlight 30 includes a first
light input end 31 adjacent to the right eye solid state light
source 32 and an opposing second light input end 33 adjacent
to the left eye solid state light source 34 and a light output
surface 35. The solid state light sources can be any useful
solid state light source that can be modulated at a rate of at
least 90 Hertz. In many embodiments, the solid state light
source is a plurality of light emitting diodes such as, for
example, Nichia NSSW020B (Nichia Chemical Industries,
Ltd., Japan). In other embodiments, the solid state light
source is a plurality of laser diodes or organic light emitting
diodes (i.e.,OLEDs). The solid state light sources can emit
any number of visible light wavelengths such as white, red,
blue, and/or green.

[0027] The double sided prism film 40 can be any useful
prism film having a lenticular structure on a first side and a
prismatic structure on an opposing side. The double sided
prism film 40 transmits light from the backlight to the liquid
crystal display panel 20 at the proper angles such thata viewer
perceives depth in the displayed image. Useful, double sided
prism films are described in United States Patent Publication
Nos. 2005/0052750 and 2005/0276071, which are incorpo-
rated by reference herein.

[0028] Theimage source 60 can be any useful image source
capable of providing images frames (e.g., right eye images
and left eye images) such as, for example, a video source ora
computer rendered graphic source. In many embodiments,
the video source can provide image frames from 50 to 60
Hertz or greater. In many embodiments, the computer ren-
dered graphic source can provide image frames from 100 to
120 Hertz or greater.

[0029] The computer rendered graphic source can provide
gaming content, medical imaging content, computer aided
design content, and the like. The computer rendered graphic
source can include a graphics processing unit such as, for
example, an Nvidia FX5200, 7900 GO GS, or 7950GX
graphics card. The computer rendered graphic source can also
incorporate stereo driver software such as, for example, an
OpenGL, DirectX, or an Nvidia proprietary stereo driver.
[0030] The video source can provide video content. The
video source can include a graphics processing unit such as,
for example, a Quadro FX1400 graphics card. The computer
rendered graphic source can also include a stereo driver such
as, for example, an OpenGL or DirectX stereo driver.
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[0031] Thesynchronization driving element 50 can include
any useful driving element providing synchronizing activa-
tion and deactivation (i.e., modulation) of the right eye solid
state light source 32 and the left eye solid state light source 34
with image frames provided at a rate of 90 frames per second
or greater to the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel
20 to produce a flicker-free video or rendered computer
graphics. The synchronization driving element 50 can include
a video interface such as, for example, a Westar VP-7 video
adaptor (Westar Display Technologies, Inc., Mo.) coupled to
custom solid state light source drive electronics.

[0032] FIG.2A and FIG. 2B are schematic side views of an
illustrative display apparatus 10 in operation. In FIG. 2A the
left eye solid state light source 34 is illuminated and the right
eye solid state light source 32 is not illuminated. In this state,
the light emitted from the left eye solid state light source 34
transmits through the backlight 30, through the double sided
prism sheet 40, and liquid crystal panel 20 providing a left eye
image directed toward the left eye la of an viewer or observer.
In FIG. 2B the right eye solid state light source 32 is illumi-
nated and the left eye solid state light source 34 is not illumi-
nated. In this state, the light emitted from the right eye solid
state light source 32 transmits through the backlight 30,
through the double sided prism sheet 40, and liquid crystal
panel 20 providing a right eye image directed toward the right
eye Ib of an viewer or observer.

[0033] Providing at least 45 left eye images and at least 45
right eye images (alternating between right eye and left eye
images) to a viewer per second provides a flicker-free 3D
image to the viewer. Accordingly, displaying different images
(right eye and left eye images) alternating in synchronization
with the switching of the light sources 32 and 34 enables the
viewer to visually fuse the two different images, creating the
perception of depth from the flat panel display.

[0034] FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram an illustrative
display apparatus 100. The display apparatus 100 includes an
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 120 having a
frame response time of less than 10 milliseconds, or less than
5 milliseconds and a backlight 130 positioned to provide light
to the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel 120. A
double sided prism film 140 is disposed between the autost-
eroscopic liquid crystal display panel 120 and the backlight
130. A synchronization driving element 150 is electrically
connected to the backlight 130 and the liquid crystal display
panel 120. The synchronization driving element 150 synchro-
nizes activation and deactivation (i.e., modulation) of the
right eye solid state light source and the left eye solid state
light source with image frames provided at a rate of 90 frames
per second or greater to the autosteroscopic liquid crystal
display panel 120 to produce a flicker-free video or rendered
computer graphics. An image (i.e., video or computer ren-
dered graphics) source 160 is connected to the synchroniza-
tion driving element 150 and provides the images frames
(e.g., right eye images and left eye images) to the liquid
crystal display panel 120.

[0035] The computer rendered graphic source 160 can pro-
vide image frames from 90 to 120 Hertz or greater. This image
frame stream 165 consists of a plurality of image frames
alternating between left eye (L) and right eye (R) images. For
example, the image frame stream 165 provides a stream of
image frames as follows: L;, R, L,, R,, L3, Ry, L, R, ..
Thus, at least 45 unique right eye image frames per second
and at least 45 unique left eye image frames per second are
provided by the computer rendered graphic source 160 and
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displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 120. In some
embodiments, at least 50 unique right eye image frames per
second and at least 50 unique left eye image frames per
second are provided by the computer rendered graphic source
160 and displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 120. In
some embodiments, at least 60 unique right eye image frames
per second and at least 60 unique left eye image frames per
second are provided by the computer rendered graphic source
160 and displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 120.
[0036] Thecomputer rendered graphic source 160 provides
a stream of unique image frames as follows: L;, R;, L, R,,
L3, Ry, Ly, R,. . . at the LCD panel display rate. For example,
an Nvidia FX5200 GPU requires no additional image or
video processing. The rendering software, e.g., Nvidia stereo
driver software and a computer game, e.g., LEGO™ Star
Wars, for the case of'a PC with a Nvidia FX5200 card, simply
runs fast enough to create the required L,, R;, 1,, R,, L5, R,
L., R,. .. image sequence at an image frame rate of 90 to 120
Hertz or greater, frames per second (i.e., Hertz).

[0037] The video source 160 can provide image frames
from 9010 120 Hertz or greater or at two times standard video
frame rate speed. This image frame stream 165 consists of a
plurality of image frames alternating between left eye (L) and
right eye (R) images. For example, the image frame stream
165 provides a stream of image frames as follows: L, R}, L,
R,,L,,R,,L,, R,.. . Thus, at least 25 unique right eye image
frames per second and at least 25 unique left eye image
frames per second are provided by the video source 160 and
displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 120. In some
embodiments, at least 30 unique right eye image frames per
second and at least 30 unique left eye image frames per
second are provided by the video source 160 and displayed by
the liquid crystal display panel 120.

[0038] The video source 160 initial L, R, L;, R,.. . video
stream at 60 Hertz is replicated in the software without requir-
ing specialized image processing beyond synchronization
with the video drive signal. If the software is written to syn-
chronize the image frame stream 165 to the video drive fre-
quency, for example 100 Hertz, only image pairs (e.g., L, R,
L,R,L; R, Lo Ry g Ry, Ly, Ry, Ly, Ry -2 ) are output,
never just a single left or right image, thus, preserving the
synchronization with the backlight drive electronics and the
autosteroscopic perception of the displayed video sequence.
As shown above, the software can insert image pairs into the
image frame stream one (L5, R;), two (, L, R, L;, R, L,),
three times, or more as needed to synchronize the image
frame stream 165 to the video drive frequency. In other words,
the software can display a non-constant number of image
pairs to account for a display rate that is a non-integer mul-
tiple of the image frame input rate. Thus with proper software
synchronization and software stereo driver operation, the out-
put display rate does not have to be an integral multiple of the
video input rate (e.g., 60 Hertz). The software synchroniza-
tion process will correctly display even non-integer ratios,
e.g., 60 Hertz input to 100 Hertz output, or 60 Hertz input to
90 Hertz output, or 60 Hertz input to 110 Hertz output.
[0039] Thus, embodiments of the AUTOSTEREOSCOPIC
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS are disclosed.
One sskilled in the art will appreciate that the present invention
can be practiced with embodiments other than those dis-
closed. The disclosed embodiments are presented for pur-
poses ofillustration and not limitation, and the present inven-
tion is limited only by the claims that follow and their
equivalents.
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What is claimed is:
1. A display apparatus, comprising:
an autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel having a
frame response time of less than 10 milliseconds; and
a backlight positioned to provide light to the autostero-
scopic liquid crystal display panel, the backlight com-
prising a right eye solid state light source and a left eye
solid state light source capable of being modulated
between the right eye solid state light source and a left
eye solid state light source at a rate of at least 90 Hertz.
2. A display apparatus according to claim 1, further com-
prising a double sided prism film disposed between the
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel and the backlight.
3. A display apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel has a frame
response time of less than 5 milliseconds.
4. A display apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
backlight comprises a first light input end and an opposing
second light input end and the right eye solid state light source
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is positioned to direct light into the first light input end and the
left eye solid state light source is positioned to direct light into
the second light input end.

5. A display apparatus according to claim 4, further com-
prising a synchronization driving element that synchronizes
activation and deactivation of the right eye solid state light
source and the left eye solid state light source with image
frames provided at a rate of 90 frames per second or greater to
the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel to produce a
flicker-free video or rendered computer graphics.

6. A display apparatus according to claim 5, further com-
prising a video source capable of providing left eye and right
eye video frames at a rate of 90 frames per second or greater
to the autosteroscopic liquid crystal display panel.

7. A display apparatus according to claim 5, further com-
prising a rendered computer graphics source capable of pro-
viding left eye and right eye video frames at a rate of 90
frames per second or greater to the autosteroscopic liquid
crystal display panel.
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