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(7) ABSTRACT

The embodiments of the invention disclose a display sub-
strate, a method for fabricating the same and a liquid crystal
display panel. The display panel is used for constructing a
transflective liquid crystal display panel comprising a trans-
missive region and a reflective region. The display substrate
comprises an alignment layer which comprises a first align-
ment structure in the transmissive region and a second
alignment structure in the reflective region. The first align-
ment structure is an oblique alignment structure and the
second alignment structure is a vertical alignment structure.
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DISPLAY SUBSTRATE, METHOD FOR
FABRICATING THE SAME AND LIQUID
CRYSTAL DISPLAY PANEL

FIELD OF THE ART

Embodiments of the invention relate to a display sub-
strate, a method for fabricating the same and a liquid crystal
display panel.

BACKGROUND

A liquid crystal display panel is generally formed by a
color film substrate and an array substrate assembled
together and a liquid crystal layer encapsulated in the space
between the color film substrate and the array substrate. As
liquid crystal molecules do no produce light by themselves,
a light source is required by a liquid crystal display panel to
display images. According to different types of adopted light
sources, the liquid crystal display panels are generally
categorized into transmissive liquid crystal display panels,
reflective liquid crystal display panels and transflective
liquid crystal display panels, in which the transflective liquid
crystal display panels are also referred to as semi-transmis-
sive and semi-reflective liquid crystal display panels.

A transflective liquid crystal display panels is generally
formed by assembling a color film substrate and an array
substrate, and liquid crystals are filled between the color film
substrate and the array substrate to form a liquid crystal cell.
The transflective liquid crystal display panel has a plurality
of pixel regions, each of which comprises a plurality of
sub-pixel regions, and each sub-pixel region comprises a
transmissive region and a reflective region. Light entering
the reflective region passes through the reflective region
twice where the transflective liquid crystal display panel
works in a reflective mode, while light entering the trans-
missive region passes through the transmissive region only
once where the reflective LCD works in the transmissive
mode. As a result, light beams emitted from different light
sources in the transflective liquid crystal display panel under
different working modes travels along different optical paths
in the reflective and transmissive regions, which causes a
significant color difference between the reflective and trans-
missive regions under different working modes, and results
in inharmonious colors in images displayed by transflective
LCDs.

Areason for the above issues lies in that light beams travel
along different optical paths in the reflective and transmis-
sive regions, which causes the light beams in the reflective
and transmissive regions are unmatched in phase delay. To
overcome the phenomenon of uncoordinated colors, the
transflective liquid crystal display panel currently employs a
design called dual cell gap, that is, the liquid crystal cell in
the reflective region has a cell gap which is half that of the
liquid crystal cell in the transmissive region, such that the
optical paths experienced by the light beams passing the
reflective and transmissive regions match each other,
thereby assuring a relative small color difference between
the transmissive region and the reflective region and a
harmonious color. However, different cell gaps in the liquid
crystal cell of such-constructed liquid crystal display panel
make the fabrication process for the liquid crystal display
panels complicated and make the cell gap uniformity diffi-
cult to control. Moreover, different cell gaps of the liquid
crystal may cause deformation to the liquid crystal mol-
ecules at the interface between the reflective and transmis-
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sive regions, thus resulting in low contrast ratio and poor
color saturation at the interface.

SUMMARY

An embodiment of the invention provides a display
substrate for constructing a transflective liquid crystal dis-
play panel comprising a transmissive region and a reflective
region. The display substrate comprises an alignment layer
which comprises a first alignment structure in the transmis-
sive region and a second alignment structure in the reflective
region. The first alignment structure is an oblique alignment
structure and the second alignment structure is a vertical
alignment structure.

Optionally, the display substrate is an array substrate
comprising a first base substrate, an array substrate structure
and the alignment layer, the array substrate structure is
formed on the first base substrate, and the alignment layer is
formed on the array substrate structure.

Optionally, the display substrate is a color film substrate,
the color film substrate comprises a second base substrate, a
color film substrate structure and the alignment layer, the
color film substrate structure is formed on the first base
substrate, and the alignment layer is formed on the color film
substrate structure.

Another embodiment of the invention provides a method
for fabricating a display substrate for constructing a trans-
flective liquid crystal display panel comprising a transmis-
sive region and a reflective region. The method comprises:
forming a display substrate structure on a base substrate;
forming an alignment base layer on the display substrate
structure; performing an alignment treatment for the align-
ment base layer so as to form a first alignment structure in
the transmissive region and a second alignment structure in
the reflective region, the first alignment structure being an
oblique alighment structure and the second alignment struc-
ture being a vertical alignment structure.

Optionally, the performing an alignment treatment for the
alignment base layer so as to form a first alignment structure
in the transmissive region and a second alignment structure
in the reflective region comprises: performing a rubbing
alignment treatment for the alignment base layer such that
the first alignment structure and the second alignment struc-
ture are formed to be oblique alignment structures; perform-
ing a photoalignment treatment for the second alignment
structure such that the second alignment structure is formed
to be a vertical alignment structure.

Optionally, the performing an alignment treatment for the
alignment base layer so as to form a first alignment structure
in the transmissive region and a second alignment structure
in the reflective region comprises: performing a photoalign-
ment treatment for the alignment base layer such that the
first alignment structure and the second alignment structure
are formed to be oblique alignment structures; performing a
photoalignment treatment for the second alignment structure
such that the second alignment structure is formed to be a
vertical alignment structure.

Optionally, the forming the display substrate structure on
the base substrate comprises: forming an array substrate
structure on the base substrate; or forming a color film
substrate structure on the base substrate.

Still another embodiment of the invention provides a
transflective liquid crystal display panel comprising a trans-
missive region and a reflective region comprises a first
display substrate and a second display substrate oppose to
each other, and a liquid crystal layer is filled between the
first display substrate and the second display substrate; The
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alignment structures for a first alignment film formed on the
first display substrate and a second alignment film formed on
the second display substrate are configured such that phase
delay of light beam after passing through the transmissive
region matches that of light beam after passing through the
reflective region when no voltage is applied to the liquid
crystal display panel.

Optionally, the alignment structures for the first and
second alighment films are configured such that the effective
refractive index of the liquid crystal layer in the transmissive
region is substantially twice that of the liquid crystal layer in
the reflective region.

Optionally, a thickness of the liquid crystal layer in the
transmissive region is substantially equal to that of the liquid
crystal layer in the reflective region.

Optionally, the first alignment film has an oblique struc-
ture in the transmissive region and a vertical structure in the
reflective region; the second alignment film has an oblique
structure both in the transmissive region and the reflective
region.

Optionally, the second alignment film has an oblique
structure in the transmissive region and a vertical structure
in the reflective region; the first alignment film has an
oblique structure both in the transmissive region and the
reflective region.

Optionally, the liquid crystal layer is a positive liquid
crystal layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to clearly illustrate the technical solution of the
embodiments of the invention, the drawings of the embodi-
ments will be briefly described in the following; it is obvious
that the described drawings are only related to some embodi-
ments of the invention and thus are not limitative of the
invention.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of an exemplary structure of a display substrate in
accordance with a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of another exemplary structure of a display substrate in
accordance the first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of a liquid crystal display panel provided by a third
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 4 schematically illustrates an arrangement of liquid
crystal molecules in the liquid crystal display panel of FIG.
3 when a voltage is applied thereto.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In order to make technical details of the embodiments of
the invention apparent, display substrates, methods for fab-
ricating the same and liquid crystal display panels provided
by the embodiments will be described in a clearly and fully
understandable way in connection with the drawings related
to the embodiments of the invention. It is obvious that the
described embodiments are just a part but not all of the
embodiments of the invention. Based on the described
embodiments herein, those skilled in the art can obtain other
embodiment(s), without any inventive work, which should
be within the scope of the invention.

Embodiments of the invention provides a display sub-
strate, a method for fabricating the same and a liquid crystal
display panel capable of realizing the match between phase
delays of light beams passing through transmissive and
reflective regions by means of a design of alignment struc-
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ture for a alignment layer of the display substrate, without
changing cell gap of the liquid crystal display panel. It
therefore improves the contrast ratio and the color saturation
at the interface between the reflective and transmissive
regions, which in turn improves the display quality of the
liquid crystal display panel. Meanwhile, the structure design
of single cell gap can simplify the fabrication process for the
liquid crystal display panel.

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the invention provides a display
substrate for constructing a transflective liquid crystal dis-
play panel comprising a transmissive region and a reflective
region. The display substrate comprises an alignment layer
which comprises a first alignment structure in the transmis-
sive region and a second alignment structure in the reflective
region. The first alignment structure is an oblique alignment
structure and the second alignment structure is a vertical
alignment structure.

It should be understood that, in this embodiment and other
embodiments to be described, the term “oblique alignment
structure” refers to an alignment structure enabling liquid
crystal molecules adjacent thereto, when no other forces are
present, to have a pretilt angle ranging from 0 to 90 degrees
(preferably ranging from 0 to 60 degrees) with regard to the
plane of the alignment film; the term “vertical alignment
structure” refers to an alignment structure enabling liquid
crystal molecules adjacent thereto, when no other forces are
present, to have a pretilt angle of about 90 degrees with
regard to the plane of the alignment film. Moreover, the term
“display substrate” may refers to a substrate used for pro-
ducing a liquid crystal display panel, such as an array
substrate or a color film substrate. In liquid crystal display
panels using the Color Filter on Array (COA) technology,
the term “display substrate” may also refer to a counter-
substrate disposed opposed to an array and color film
substrate so as to form a liquid crystal cell.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of a display substrate in accordance with the first
embodiment of the invention, in which the display substrate
is an array substrate of a liquid crystal display panel. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the array substrate 10 comprises a first
base substrate 1, an array substrate structure 2 formed on the
first base substrate 1 and an alignment layer 3 formed on the
array substrate structure 2. The alignment layer 3 comprises
a first alignment structure in a transmissive region and a
second alignment structure in a reflective region. The first
alignment structure is an oblique alignment structure and the
second alignment structure is a vertical alignment structure.
Herein, the array substrate structure 2 is provided with a
reflection layer 201 in the reflective region. As an example,
the array substrate structure 2 may further comprises a gate
line and a data line for defining a pixel unit, a thin film
transistor (TFT) formed within the pixel unit, a pixel elec-
trode electrically connected to the thin film transistor, and a
passivation layer formed between the pixel electrode and the
thin film transistor. The detailed structure of the array
substrate structure 2 as described in the embodiment is
merely taken as an example and other particular structures
can be adopted in other examples. In addition, the gate line,
the data line, the pixel element, the thin film transistor, the
pixel electrode and the passivation layer described in the
embodiment of the array substrate are not illustrated in the
figure. The reflection layer 201 can be formed in the reflec-
tive region and positioned between the passivation layer and
the first base substrate 1.
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Optionally, an array polarizer layer 4 is further formed on
back side of the first base substrate 1.

In the above example, the match between the phase delays
of light beams passing through the transmissive and reflec-
tive regions is realized by designing the alignment structure
of the alignment layer in the array substrate working as the
display substrate, without changing the cell gap of the liquid
crystal display panel. It therefore improves the contrast ratio
and the color saturation at the interface between the reflec-
tive and transmissive region, which in turn improves the
display quality of the liquid crystal display panel.

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of a display substrate in accordance with the first
embodiment of the invention, in which the display substrate
is a color film substrate of a liquid crystal display panel. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, the color film substrate 20 comprises a
second base substrate 5, a color film substrate structure 6
formed on the second base substrate 5 and an alignment
layer 3 formed on the color film substrate structure 6. The
alignment layer 3 comprises a first alignment structure in the
transmissive region and a second alignment structure in the
reflective region. The first alignment structure is an oblique
alignment structure and the second alignment structure is a
vertical alignment structure. Herein, the color film substrate
structure 6 may further comprise a color matrix pattern, a
black matrix pattern and a common electrode layer formed
above the color matrix pattern and the black matrix pattern.
The detailed structure of the color film substrate structure 3
as described in the embodiment is merely taken as an
example and other particular structures can be adopted in
other examples. In addition, the color matrix pattern, the
black matrix pattern and the common electrode layer in the
color film substrate described in the embodiment are not
shown in the figure.

Optionally, a color film polarizer 8 is further formed on
back side of the second base substrate 5.

In the above example, the match between the phase delays
of light beams passing through the transmissive and reflec-
tive regions is realized by designing the alignment structure
of the alignment layer in the color filter substrate working as
the display substrate, without changing the cell gap of the
liquid crystal display panel. It therefore improves the con-
trast ratio and the color saturation at the interface between
the reflective and transmissive region, which in turn
improves the display quality of the liquid crystal display
panel.

In the first embodiment of the invention, the match
between the phase delays of light beams passing through the
transmissive and reflective regions is realized by designing
the alignment structure of the alignment layer in the display
substrate display substrate, without changing the cell gap of
the liquid crystal display panel. It therefore improves the
contrast ratio and the color saturation at the interface
between the reflective and transmissive region, which in turn
improves the display quality of the liquid crystal display
panel. Meanwhile, the single cell gap structure design can
simplify the fabrication process for the liquid crystal display
panel.

Second Embodiment

The second embodiment of the invention provides a
method for fabricating a display substrate for constructing a
transflective liquid crystal display panel. The method com-
prises:

Step 1001: forming a display substrate structure on a base
substrate;
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Step 1002: forming an alignment base layer on the display
substrate structure;

Step 1003: performing an alignment treatment for the
alignment base layer to form a first alignment structure in a
first region and a second alignment structure in a second
region, the first alignment structure being an oblique align-
ment structure and the second alignment structure being a
vertical alignment structure.

Optionally, the step 1003 comprises:

Step 1013: performing a rubbing alignment treatment for
the alignment base layer such that the first alignment struc-
ture and the second alignment structure are formed to be
oblique alignment structures;

Step 1023: performing an additional photoalignment
treatment for the second alignment structure such that the
second alignment structure is formed to be a vertical align-
ment structure.

Optionally, the step 1003 comprises:

Step 1033: performing a photoalignment treatment for the
alignment base layer such that the first alignment structure
and the second alignment structure are formed to be oblique
alignment structures;

Step 1043: performing an additional rubbing alignment
treatment for the second alignment structure such that the
second alignment structure is formed to be a vertical align-
ment structure.

Optionally, the step 1001 comprises:

Step 1011: forming an array substrate structure on a base
substrate;

Or step 1021: forming a color film substrate structure on
a base substrate.

In the fabricating method provided by the second embodi-
ment of the invention, the match between the phase delays
of light beams passing through the transmissive and reflec-
tive regions is realized by designing the fabricating method
for the alignment layer of the display substrate, without
changing the cell gap of the liquid crystal display panel. It
therefore improves the contrast ratio and the color saturation
at the interface between the reflective and transmissive
region, which in turn improves the display quality of the
liquid crystal display panel. Meanwhile, the single cell gap
structure design can simplify the fabrication process for the
liquid crystal display panel.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 3 schematically illustrates a partial cross section
view of a liquid crystal display panel provided by the third
embodiment of the invention. As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and
4, the liquid crystal display panel comprises an array sub-
strate and a color film substrate opposite to each other, and
a liquid crystal layer 9 is filled between the array substrate
and the color film substrate. FIG. 3 further illustrates an
arrangement of liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal
layer when no voltage is applied to the liquid crystal display
panel. FIG. 4 schematically illustrates an arrangement of
liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal layer when a
voltage is applied to the liquid crystal display panel of FIG.
3.

In an example, the array substrate can be the array
substrate 10 provided by the first embodiment described
above; the color film substrate can be a color film substrate
having an alignment layer wholly of oblique alignment
structure.

In another example, the color film substrate can be the
display substrate 20 provided by the first embodiment
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described above, the array substrate can be an array substrate
having an alignment layer wholly of oblique alignment
structure.

Hereinafter, a case wherein the color film substrate is the
color film substrate provided by the first embodiment and
the array substrate is an array substrate having an alignment
layer wholly of oblique alignment structure will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 3. The color filter
substrate comprises the second base substrate 5, the color
film substrate structure 6 and the alignment layer 3, wherein
the alignment layer 3 of the color filter substrate comprises
a first alignment structure in the transmissive region and a
second alignment structure in the reflective region, the first
alignment structure is an oblique alignment structure and the
second alignment structure is a vertical alignment structure.
The color film substrate structure 6 can comprise a color
matrix pattern, a black matrix pattern and a common elec-
trode layer formed above the color matrix pattern and the
black matrix pattern. The array substrate comprises a first
base substrate 1, an array substrate structure 2 and an
alignment layer, wherein the array substrate structure 2 can
comprise a gate line and a data line defining a pixel unit; a
thin film transistor formed within the pixel unit and a pixel
electrode electrically connected to the thin film transistor, a
passivation layer formed between the pixel electrode and the
thin film transistor, and an internal reflection layer 201
formed in the reflective region and positioned between the
passivation layer and the first base substrate 1. The align-
ment layer 7 of the array substrate as a whole is an oblique
alignment structure. The detailed structures of the array
substrate structure 2 and the color film substrate structure 6
described in the embodiment are merely taken as examples
and other particular structures can be adopted in other
examples.

As for a case wherein the array substrate is the array
provided by the first embodiment and the alignment layer of
the color film substrate as a whole is an oblique alignment
structure, the detailed structure of the array substrate is
described with reference to the first embodiment and will
thus not be repeated here. The color film substrate comprises
a second base substrate, a color film substrate structure and
an alignment layer, wherein the alignment layer of the color
film substrate as a whole is an oblique alignment structure.
No figure is provided for such a case.

Optionally, the liquid crystal layer 9 is a positive liquid
crystal layer.

In an example, an array polarizer layer 4 can be formed
on the back side of the first base substrate 1, and a color film
polarizer layer 8 can be formed on the back side of the
second base substrate 5.

The principle of the embodiment of the invention will be
described in detail in connection with FIGS. 3 and 4. As
illustrated in FIG. 3, when no voltage is applied to the liquid
crystal display panel, since the part of the alignment layer 7
of the array substrate that is in the transmissive region has
a certain tilt angle and the part of the alignment layer 3 of
the color film substrate that is in the transmissive region has
a certain tilt angle, liquid crystals in the transmissive region
that are close to the alignment layer 7 of the array substrate
and the alignment layer 3 of the color film substrate will be
rotated by a certain degree and thus drive liquid crystals
adjacent thereto to rotate as well. As an example, the
transmissive region employs an optically compensated bire-
fringence (OCB) mode. In the reflective region, the apart of
the alignment layer 7 of the array substrate that is in the
reflective region has a tilt angle, while the alignment layer
3 of the color film substrate that is in the reflective region has
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a vertical alignment structure which has no rotation effect on
the liquid crystal molecules which are also vertical aligned.
Therefore, in the reflective region, the liquid crystals that are
close to the alignment layer 3 of the color film substrate will
not be rotated, while those close to the alignment layer 7 of
the array substrate will be rotated by a certain degree. When
there are light rays passing through the transmissive region
and the reflective region, light ray after passing through a
unit-thickness of the liquid crystal layer in the transmissive
region generates a larger phase delay with regard to light ray
after passing through the unit-thickness of the liquid crystal
layer in the reflective region, while the liquid crystal layer in
the transmissive region has a relatively larger effective
refractive index with regard to the light passing there-
through than that in the reflective region due to the different
tilt angles set for the alignment layer of the color film
substrate in the transmissive and reflective regions. For
example, the effective refractive index Ang, of the liquid
crystal layer in the transmissive region is made to be twice
the effective refractive index Ang, of that in the reflective
region, that is, An,=2xAn,_, while light in the reflective
region is reflected by the reflection layer 201 and thus
regarded as passing through the liquid crystal layer 9 twice,
which means that the actual path lengths satisfy d,=2xd,
that is, the actual path length of the light in the reflective
region is twice that of the light in the transmissive region.
Since the phase delay (optical path difference)=effective
refractive indexxactual path length and An,xd,=Ang xd,,
light after passing through the liquid crystal layer in the
transmissive region and light after passing through that in
the reflective region has substantially the same phase delay,
thereby realizing the match between the phase delay in the
transmissive region and the reflective region and achieving
an excellent transflective display effect.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, when a voltage is applied to the
liquid crystal display panel, the liquid crystal layer 9 in both
the transmissive and the reflective regions is under the action
of a vertical electric field, and the liquid crystal molecules
are vertical aligned. In this case, vertically incoming light
will not generate any phase delay after passing through the
vertically arranged liquid crystal layer 9. As the polarization
direction of the exiting light is not changed, the exiting light
will be totally blocked by the color film polarizer 8, resulting
in a dark state.

In the liquid crystal display panel provided by the third
embodiment of the invention, the match between the phase
delays in light beams passing through the transmissive and
reflective regions is realized by designing the alignment
layers of the array substrate and the color film substrate,
without changing the cell gap of the liquid crystal display
panel. It therefore improves the contrast ratio and the color
saturation at the interface between the reflective and trans-
missive region, which in turn improves the display quality of
the liquid crystal display panel. Meanwhile, the single cell
gap structure design can simplify fabrication process for
liquid crystal display panel.

Although the present invention has been described in
detail with reference to particular embodiments thereof,
some modifications or improvements can also be made on
the basis of the present invention, which is evident to those
skilled in the art. Therefore, the modifications or improve-
ments, which are made without departing from the spirit of
the present invention, all belong to the protection scope of
the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A transflective liquid crystal display panel comprising
a transmissive region and a reflective region, comprising a
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first display substrate and a second display substrate
opposed to each other, a liquid crystal layer being filled
between the first display substrate and the second display
substrate;
alignment structures for a first alignment film formed on
the first display substrate and a second alignment film
formed on the second display substrate being config-
ured such that phase delay of a light beam after passing
through the transmissive region matches that of a light
beam after passing through the reflective region when
no voltage is applied to the liquid crystal display panel,
wherein the alignment structures for the first and second
alignment films are configured such that an effective
refractive index of the liquid crystal layer in the trans-
missive region is substantially twice that of the liquid
crystal layer in the reflective region,
wherein, a reflection layer is formed on the second display
substrate in the reflective region, and the alignment
structures for the first and second alignment films are
configured such that pretilt angles of liquid crystal
molecules of the liquid crystal layer in the reflective
region with respect to the second display substrate
sequentially increase from the second display substrate
to the first display substrate in a direction perpendicular
to the second display substrate,

10

15

20

10

wherein, the transmissive region and the reflective region

are adjacent to each other,

wherein, when no voltage is applied to the liquid crystal

display panel, liquid crystal molecules closest to the
second alignment film in the transmissive region and
liquid crystal molecules closest to the second alignment
film in the reflective region are substantially the same
in alignment orientation and have a same non-zero
pretilt angle; when a voltage is applied to the liquid
crystal display panel, all the liquid crystal molecules in
both the transmissive region and the reflective region
are substantially perpendicular to the first display sub-
strate.

2. The liquid crystal display panel of claim 1, wherein a
thickness of the liquid crystal layer in the transmissive
region is substantially equal to that of the liquid crystal layer
in the reflective region.

3. The liquid crystal display panel of claim 1, wherein the
liquid crystal layer is a positive liquid crystal layer.

4. The liquid crystal display panel of claim 1, wherein, the
first display substrate is a color film substrate, and the
second display substrate is an array substrate.
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