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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides a liquid crystal alignment
method and a liquid crystal display panel. The method
comprises the steps of: coating a first alignment material
layer on a TFT substrate, the first alignment material layer
having a plurality of first regions; coating a second align-
ment material layer on a CF substrate, the second alignment
material layer having a plurality of second regions; and
utilizing the length of each first region along the row
direction as an exposing width and performing an exposing
alignment procedure with the exposing width to each first
region to form a first alignment layer at the side of the TFT
substrate.

9 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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coating a first alignment material layer on the TFT
substrate, the first aligrmment material layer having a

. . . . 5201
plurality of first regions, each first region facing one first —
pixel unit
coating a second alignment matenal layer on the CF
substrate, the second alignment material layer having a S502

plurality of second regions, each second region facing +—
one second pixel unit

utilizing the length of each first region along the row
direction as an exposing width and performing an
exposing alignment procedure with the exposing width to
each first region to form a first alignment layer at the side, - 5203
of the TFT substrate, wherein a same first region has a
same alignment direction and two adjacent first regions
located along the row direction have opposite alignment
directions

2

utilizing the length of each second region along the
column direction as an exposing width and performing an
exposing alignment procedure with the exposing width to
gach second region to form a second alignment layer at
the side of the CF substrate, wherein a same second
region has a same alignment direction and two adjacent
second regions located along the column direction have
opposite alignment directions

FIG 2
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LIQUID CRYSTAL ALIGNMENT METHOD
AND LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY PANEL

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Phase of PCT Patent
Application No. PCT/CN2016/082280 having International
filing date of May 17, 2016, which claims the benefit of
priority of Chinese Patent Application No. 201610227283.2
filed on Apr. 13, 2016. The contents of the above applica-
tions are all incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein in their entirety.

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention relates to a display technology, and
more particularly, to a liquid crystal alignment method and
a liquid crystal display panel.

In the TFT-LCD manufacture, there are two alignment
approaches, that is, rubbing treatment and optical alignment.
The rubbing treatment will cause static electricity and par-
ticle pollution. The optical alignment is a noncontact align-
ment technology, which utilizes linear polarized light to
irradiate a light-sensitive polymer alignment film to form a
pretilt angle.

The optical alignment will form a dark line pattern with

ashape of 11 or 1, called WAN-ZI dark line pattern, in the
inner of a pixel unit. The WAN-ZI dark line pattern seriously
affects the aperture ratio of the pixel unit. The aperture ratio
has become a bottleneck in the optical alignment technology,
especially as with the increasing of PPI (Pixels per Inch).

Therefore, there is a need to improve the drawbacks in the
existing skills.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The objective of present invention is to provide a liquid
crystal alignment method and a liquid crystal display panel
for solving the technical problem of low aperture ratio in the
existing liquid crystal display panels.

To solve above problems, the technical schemes provided
by the present invention are described below.

The embodiments of the present invention provides a
liquid crystal alignment method, in which a liquid crystal
display panel comprises a TFT (Thin Film Transistor) sub-
strate, a CF (Color Filter) substrate, and a liquid crystal layer
located between the TFT substrate and the CF substrate, the
TFT substrate comprises a plurality of first pixel units
distributed in a rectangular array, the CF substrate comprises
a plurality of second pixel units distributed in a rectangular
array, each first pixel unit faces one second pixel unit and
corresponds thereto, said method comprising the steps of: a.
coating a first alignment material layer on the TFT substrate,
the first alignment material layer having a plurality of first
regions, each first region facing one first pixel unit, wherein
an orientation of the plural first regions along a row is a row
direction and an orientation of the plural first regions along
a column is a column direction; b. coating a second align-
ment material layer on the CF substrate, the second align-
ment material layer having a plurality of second regions,
each second region facing one second pixel unit; c. utilizing
the length of each first region along the row direction as an
exposing width and performing an exposing alignment pro-
cedure with the exposing width to each first region to form
a first alignment layer at the side of the TFT substrate,
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wherein a same first region has a same alignment direction
and two adjacent first regions located along the row direc-
tion have opposite alignment directions; and d. utilizing the
length of each second region along the column direction as
an exposing width and performing an exposing alignment
procedure with the exposing width to each second region to
form a second alignment layer at the side of the CF substrate,
wherein a same second region has a same alignment direc-
tion and two adjacent second regions located along the
column direction have opposite alignment directions;
wherein the alignment direction for each first region is along
the column direction and the alignment direction for each
second region is along the row direction.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, the first alignment material layer is formed by
coating polyimide.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, the thickness of the first alignment material layer
is 0.02 mm-0.04 mm.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, the second alignment material layer is formed by
coating polyimide.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, the thickness of the second alignment material
layer is 0.03 mm-0.04 mm.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, in Step d. a light beam tilted 45 degrees relative
to the second alignment material layer is used to irradiate in
exposing.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, in Step c, a light beam tilted 45 degrees relative
to the first alignment material layer is used to irradiate in
exposing.

In the liquid crystal alignment method of the present
invention, both of the first pixel unit and the second pixel
unit comprise a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub unit, a
blue pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit; or both of the
first pixel unit and the second pixel unit comprise a red pixel
sub unit, a green pixel sub unit, and a blue pixel sub unit.

The present invention further provides a liquid crystal
display panel, which comprises: a TFT (Thin Film Transis-
tor) substrate comprising a plurality of first pixel units
distributed in a rectangular array; a CF (Color Filter) sub-
strate comprising a plurality of second pixel units distributed
in a rectangular array, each first pixel unit facing one second
pixel unit and corresponding thereto; a liquid crystal layer
located between the TFT substrate and the CF substrate; a
first alignment layer disposed on the side of the TFT
substrate that is facing the liquid crystal layer, the first
alignment layer having a plurality of first regions, each first
region facing one first pixel unit, a same first region having
a same alignment direction and two adjacent first regions
located along a row direction having opposite alignment
directions; and a second alignment layer disposed on the
side of the CF substrate that is facing the liquid crystal layer,
the second alignment layer having a plurality of second
regions, each second region facing one second pixel unit, a
same second region having a same alignment direction and
two adjacent second regions located along a column direc-
tion having opposite alignment directions; wherein the
alignment direction for each first region is along the column
direction and the alignment direction for each second region
is along the row direction.

In the liquid crystal display panel of the present invention,
both of the first alignment material layer and the second
alignment layer are formed by coating polyimide.
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In the present invention, the length of one pixel unit along
the row direction is specified as the width in each exposure
of optical alignment such that a same first region has a same
alignment direction and two adjacent first regions located
along the row direction have opposite alignment directions,
and a same second region has a same alignment direction
and two adjacent second regions located along the column
direction have opposite alignment directions, thereby chang-
ing the shape of dark line pattern. In such a manner, the dark
line pattern may be approximately or completely distributed
over an area between two adjacent pixel units that is facing
the black matrix. It is helpful for improving the aperture
ratio of the liquid crystal display panel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic structural diagram showing a liquid
crystal display panel in accordance with a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of a liquid crystal alignment method
in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing a first alignment
material layer.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing a second align-
ment material layer.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing alignment on the
first alignment material layer.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing alignment on the
second alignment material layer.

FIG. 7 is a vector multiplication diagram showing the
overlapped alignment results of the first alignment material
layer and the second alignment material layer.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing alignment effect as a black
matrix is presented.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS
OF THE INVENTION

The following descriptions for the respective embodi-
ments are specific embodiments capable of being imple-
mented for illustrations of the present invention with refer-
ring to appending figures. In describing the present
invention, spatially relative terms such as “upper”, “lower”,
“front”, “back”, “left”, “right”, “inner”, “outer”, “lateral”,
and the like, may be used herein for ease of description as
illustrated in the figures. Therefore, the spatially relative
terms used herein are intended to illustrate the present
invention for ease of understanding, but are not intended to
limit the present invention.

In the appending drawings, units with similar structures
are indicated by the same reference numbers.

Please refer to FIG. 1, which is a schematic structural
diagram showing a liquid crystal display panel in accor-
dance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention.
The liquid crystal display panel of the present preferred
embodiment includes a CF (Color Filter) substrate 10, a TFT
(Thin Film Transistor) substrate 20, a liquid crystal layer 30,
a first alignment layer 21, and a second alignment layer 11.

The TFT substrate 20 is similar to an array substrate in the
existing skills that includes a plurality of first pixel units
distributed in a rectangular array. Each first pixel umt
comprises a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub unit, a blue
pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit; or each first pixel
unit comprises a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub unit,
and a blue pixel sub unit. Of course, it is not limited thereto.
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The CF substrate 10 is similar to a color filter in the
existing skills that includes a plurality of second pixel units
distributed in a rectangular array. Each first pixel unit faces
one second pixel unit and corresponds thereto. Each second
pixel unit comprises a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub
unit, a blue pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit; or each
second pixel unit comprises a red pixel sub unit, a green
pixel sub unit, and a blue pixel sub unit.

The liquid crystal layer 30 is located between the TFT
substrate 20 and the CF substrate 10. The liquid crystal layer
30 has a plurality of liquid crystal molecules disposed
therein.

The first alignment layer 21 is disposed on the side of the
TFT substrate 20 that is facing the liquid crystal layer 30.
The first alignment layer 21 has a plurality of first regions.
Each first region is facing one first pixel unit. A same first
region having a same alignment direction and two adjacent
first regions located along a row direction having opposite
alignment directions.

The second alignment layer 11 is disposed on the side of
the CF substrate 10 that is facing the liquid crystal layer 30.
The second alignment layer 11 has a plurality of second
regions. Each second region is facing one second pixel unit.
A same second region having a same alignment direction
and two adjacent second regions located along a column
direction having opposite alignment directions.

The alignment direction for each first region is along the
column direction and the alignment direction for each sec-
ond region is along the row direction.

Specifically, both of the first alignment material layer and
the second alignment layer are formed by coating polyimide.
The thickness of the first alignment material layer may be
0.02 mm-0.04 mm. The thickness of the second alignment
material layer may be 0.03 mm-0.04 mm.

In the present embodiment, the length of one pixel unit
along the row direction is specified as the width in each
exposure of optical alignment such that a same first region
has a same alignment direction and two adjacent first regions
located along the row direction have opposite alignment
directions, and a same second region has a same alignment
direction and two adjacent second regions located along the
column direction have opposite alignment directions,
thereby changing the shape of dark line pattern. In such a
manner, the dark line pattern may be approximately or
completely distributed over an area between two adjacent
pixel units that is facing the black matrix. It is helpful for
improving the aperture ratio of the liquid crystal display
panel.

Please refer to FIG. 2, which is a flow chart of a liquid
crystal alignment method in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. First of all, a liquid
crystal display panel is provided. The liquid crystal display
panel comprises a TFT substrate, a CF substrate, and a liquid
crystal layer located between the TFT substrate and the CF
substrate. The TFT substrate comprises a plurality of first
pixel units distributed in a rectangular array; the CF sub-
strate comprises a plurality of second pixel units distributed
in a rectangular array. Each first pixel unit faces one second
pixel unit and corresponds thereto. The liquid crystal align-
ment method of the present preferred embodiment com-
prises the following steps.

Step S201—coating a first alignment material layer on the
TFT substrate, the first alignment material layer having a
plurality of first regions, each first region facing one first
pixel unit, wherein an orientation of the plural first regions
along a row is a row direction and an orientation of the plural
first regions along a column is a column direction.
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Step S202—coating a second alignment material layer on
the CF substrate, the second alignment material layer having
a plurality of second regions, each second region facing one
second pixel unit.

Step S203—utilizing the length of each first region along
the row direction as an exposing width and performing an
exposing alignment procedure with the exposing width to
each first region to form a first alignment layer at the side of
the TFT substrate, wherein a same first region has a same
alignment direction and two adjacent first regions located
along the row direction have opposite alignment directions.

Step S204—utilizing the length of each second region
along the column direction as an exposing width and per-
forming an exposing alignment procedure with the exposing
width to each second region to form a second alignment
layer at the side of the CF substrate, wherein a same second
region has a same alignment direction and two adjacent
second regions located along the column direction have
opposite alignment directions;

The alignment direction for each first region is along the
column direction and the alignment direction for each sec-
ond region is along the row direction.

Of course, the orders of Step S201 and Step S202 may be
inversed as well as the orders of Step S203 and Step S204.

Each step in the liquid crystal alignment method is
detailedly described below.

In Step S201, the first alignment material layer 210 may
utilize a common alignment material, for example, formed
by using polyimide. The thickness of the first alignment
material layer 210 may be 0.02 mm-0.04 mm. The size and
shape of each first region 211 may be identical to that of the
corresponding first pixel unit. The plural first regions 211
may be distributed in a rectangular matrix as the same as the
plural first pixel units. An orientation of the plural first
regions 211 along a row is a row direction and an orientation
of the plural first regions 211 along a column is a column
direction. This is illustrated in FIG. 3. The process turns to
Step S202.

In Step S202, the second alignment material layer 110
may utilize a common alignment material, for example,
formed by using polyimide. The thickness of the second
alignment material layer 110 may be 0.03 mm-0.04 mm. The
size and shape of each second region 111 may be identical
to that of the corresponding second pixel unit. The plural
second regions 111 may be distributed in a rectangular
matrix as the same as the plural second pixel units. This is
illustrated in FIG. 4. The process turns to Step S203.

In Step S203, during an exposing alignment procedure,
the light beam irradiating each first region 211 is tilted 45
degrees relative to the first alignment material layer 210.
Each region 211 corresponds to a light beam, of which the
width is the exposing width. A same first region 211 has a
same alignment direction and two adjacent first regions 211
located along the row direction have opposite alignment
directions. In the present embodiment, the alignment direc-
tion for each first region 211 is along the column direction.
In this step, two mask processes may be required in the
exposing. In a first mask process, the plural first regions 211
are aligned or oriented along a specific direction; in a second
mask process, the plural first regions 211 are aligned or
oriented along another specific direction. This is illustrated
in FIG. 5. The process turns to Step S204.

In Step S204, during an exposing alignment procedure,
the light beam irradiating each second region 111 is tilted 45
degrees relative to the second alignment material layer 110.
Each region 111 corresponds to a light beam, of which the
width is the exposing width. A same second region 111 has

20

25

40

45

60

65

6

a same alignment direction and two adjacent second regions
111 located along the column direction have opposite align-
ment directions. In the present embodiment, the alignment
direction for each second region 111 is along the row
direction. In this step, two mask processes may be required
in the exposing. In a first mask process, the plural second
regions 111 are aligned or oriented along a specific direction;
in a second mask process, the rest of the plural second
regions 111 are aligned or oriented along another specific
direction. This is illustrated in FIG. 6.

Once the two alignment results in Step S203 and Step
S204 are overlapped, a vector multiplication diagram shown
in FIG. 7 is obtained, in which the pretilt angle is equal to
45 degrees. FIG. 8 is a diagram showing the alignment
effect. The dark line pattern generated in the alignment is
located at a region corresponding to a black matrix 100, and
therefore it does not affect the aperture ratio.

In addition, both of the first pixel unit and the second pixel
unit comprise a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub unit, a
blue pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit; or both of the
first pixel unit and the second pixel unit comprise a red pixel
sub unit, a green pixel sub unit, and a blue pixel sub unit. Of
course, it is not limited thereto.

In the present embodiment, the length of one pixel unit
along the row direction is specified as the width in each
exposure of optical alignment such that the shape of dark
line pattern is changed. In such a manner, the dark line
pattern may be approximately or completely distributed over
an area between two adjacent pixel units that is facing the
black matrix 100. It is helpful for improving the aperture
ratio of the liquid crystal display panel.

While the preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been illustrated and described in detail, various modi-
fications and alterations can be made by persons skilled in
this art. The embodiment of the present invention is there-
fore described in an illustrative but not restrictive sense. It
is intended that the present invention should not be limited
to the particular forms as illustrated, and that all modifica-
tions and alterations which maintain the spirit and realm of
the present invention are within the scope as defined in the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal alignment method, in which a liquid
crystal display panel comprises a TFT (Thin Film Transistor)
substrate, a CF (Color Filter) substrate, and a liquid crystal
layer located between the TFT substrate and the CF sub-
strate, the TFT substrate comprises a plurality of first pixel
units distributed in a rectangular array, the CF substrate
comprises a plurality of second pixel units distributed in a
rectangular array, each first pixel unit faces one second pixel
unit and corresponds thereto, said method comprising the
steps of:

a. coating a first alignment material layer on the TFT
substrate, the first alignment material layer having a
plurality of first regions, each first region facing one
first pixel unit, wherein an orientation of the plural first
regions along a row is a row direction and an orienta-
tion of the plural first regions along a column is a
column direction;

b. coating a second alignment material layer on the CF
substrate, the second alignment material layer having a
plurality of second regions, each second region facing
one second pixel unit;

c. utilizing the length of each first region along the row
direction as an exposing width and performing an
exposing alignment procedure with the exposing width
to each first region to form a first alignment layer at the
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side of the TFT substrate, wherein a same first region
has a same alignment direction and two adjacent first
regions located along the row direction have opposite
alignment directions; and
d. utilizing the length of each second region along the
column direction as an exposing width and performing
an exposing alignment procedure with the exposing
width to each second region to form a second alignment
layer at the side of the CF substrate, wherein a same
second region has a same alignment direction and two
adjacent second regions located along the column
direction have opposite alignment directions;
wherein the alignment direction for each first region is
along the column direction and the alignment direction
for each second region is along the row direction,
wherein both of the first pixel unit and the second pixel
unit comprise a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub
unit, a blue pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit;
and
wherein the red pixel sub unit, the green pixel sub unit, the
blue pixel sub unit, and the white pixel sub unit are
arranged as 2x2 columns and rows.
2. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
1, wherein the first alignment material layer is formed by
coating polyimide.
3. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
2, wherein the thickness of the first alignment material layer
is 0.02 mm-0.04 mm.
4. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
1, wherein the second alignment material layer is formed by
coating polyimide.
5. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
4, wherein the thickness of the second alignment material
layer is 0.03 mm-0.04 mm.
6. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
1, wherein in Step d, a light beam tilted 45 degrees relative
to the second alignment material layer is used to irradiate in
exposing.
7. The liquid crystal alignment method according to claim
1, wherein in Step c, a light beam tilted 45 degrees relative
to the first alignment material layer is used to irradiate in
exposing.
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8. A liquid crystal display panel, comprising:

a TFT (Thin Film Transistor) substrate comprising a
plurality of first pixel units distributed in a rectangular
array;

a CF (Color Filter) substrate comprising a plurality of
second pixel units distributed in a rectangular array,
each first pixel unit facing one second pixel unit and
corresponding thereto;

a liquid crystal layer located between the TFT substrate
and the CF substrate;

a first alignment layer disposed on the side of the TFT
substrate that is facing the liquid crystal layer, the first
alignment layer having a plurality of first regions, each
first region facing one first pixel unit, a same first
region having a same alignment direction and two
adjacent first regions located along a row direction
having opposite alignment directions; and

a second alignment layer disposed on the side of the CF
substrate that is facing the liquid crystal layer, the
second alignment layer having a plurality of second
regions, each second region facing one second pixel
unit, a same second region having a same alignment
direction and two adjacent second regions located
along a column direction having opposite alignment
directions;

wherein the alignment direction for each first region is
along the column direction and the alignment direction
for each second region is along the row direction,

wherein both of the first pixel unit and the second pixel
unit comprise a red pixel sub unit, a green pixel sub
unit, a blue pixel sub unit, and a white pixel sub unit;
and

wherein the red pixel sub unit, the green pixel sub unit, the
blue pixel sub unit, and the white pixel sub unit are
arranged as 2x2 columns and rows.

9. The liquid crystal display panel according to claim 8,

wherein both of the first alignment layer and the second
alignment layer are formed by coating polyimide.
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