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OPTICAL FILM, MANUFACTURING
METHOD OF THE SAME, AND POLARIZING
PLATE AND LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY
USING THE OPTICAL FILM

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application
No. 2005-249641 filed on Aug. 30, 2005, in Japanese Patent
Office, the entire content of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an optical film, a method
for producing the optical film, a polarizing plate using the
optical film as a protecting film and a liquid crystal display
using the polarizing plate.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Recently, liquid crystal display widely used for displaying
element is constituted by a liquid crystal layer and a polariz-
ing plate. The polarizing plate is constituted by arranging a
transparent protecting layer on both sided of the polarizing
film. The liquid crystal cell includes a liquid crystal layer and
a substrate sandwiching the liquid crystal layer. In the case of
a transmission type liquid crystal display, the polarizing
plates are arranged on both sides of the liquid crystal cell.
Various displaying modes such as TN (twisted nematic), VA
(vertically aligned), IPS (in-plane switching) and OCB (opti-
cally compensatory bend) have bee proposed for the liquid
crystal cell.

Regarding the liquid crystal display, there is a problem
such as that the displaying ability is lowered when the dis-
played image is viewed in an oblique direction even though
the image is suitably viewed when the image is viewed from
the front of the display because the liquid crystal material and
the polarizing plate each has anisotropism. Accordingly, vari-
ous optical films for expanding the viewing angle of the liquid
crystal display have been proposed; cf. Patent Documents 1
through 5.

Hitherto, the double refraction of the optical film is con-
trolled for obtaining the desired viewing angle of the liquid
crystal display. However, the birefringence required to the
optical film is different depending on the displaying mode of
the liquid crystal cell. Consequently, the birefringence cannot
be sufficiently controlled by the usual method for controlling
the birefringence ofthe optical film and the sufficient viewing
angle cannot be provided.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Publication Open to
Public Inspection (hereafter referred to as JP-A) No.
4-127103

Patent Document 2: JP-A No. 2005-105139

Patent Document 3: JP-A No. 2005-105140

Patent Document 4: JP-A No. 2005-139304

Patent Document 5: JP-A No. 2005-139764

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a display
exhibiting a desired viewing angle, a polarizing plate and an
optical film to be used in the display.

One of the aspects of the present invention is an optical film
having an inner portion exhibiting an N value defined by the
following equation smaller than an N value at a surface of the
optical film:

N={nx+ny)/2-nz

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film, ny represents an in-plane
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refractive index in a fast axis direction of the optical film, and
nz represent a refractive index in a thickness direction of the
optical film.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a schematic drawing of the transmission type
liquid crystal display 9 according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a schematic side view of an embodiment of
equipment for producing the optical film of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic side view of another embodiment
of equipment for producing the optical film of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates profiles of an N value along the thickness
direction of the optical film of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The above object of the present invention is achieved by the
following structures.

(1) An optical film having an inner portion exhibiting an N
value defined by the following equation smaller than an N
value at a surface of the optical film:

N=(nx+ny)/2-nz

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film, ny represents an in-plane
refractive index in a fast axis direction of the optical film, and
nz represent a refractive index in a thickness direction of the
optical film.

(2) The optical film of Item (1), wherein the optical film
meets the following conditions:

N(al)=N(a2)

D=al<a2=d)2

wherein al and a2 each represent a depth from the surface of
the optical film, d represents a thickness of the optical film,
N(al) represents an N value at a depth al from the surface,
and N(a2) represents an N value at a depth a2 from the
surface.

(3) The optical film of Item (1), wherein the optical film
meets the following conditions:

N(0-al)=N{a2-a3)

N<al=Z=a2=aq3=d/2

whereinal, a2 and a3 each represent a depth from the surface
of the optical film, d represents a thickness ofthe optical film,
N(1-al) represents an average N value in a depth range of 0
to al from the surface, and N(a2-a3) represents an average N
value in a depth range of a2 to a3 from the surface.

(4) The optical film of Item (3), wherein the optical film
meets the following condition:

~10<M(0-a1)/N(a2-43)<0

(5) The optical film of Ttem (2), wherein the depth al isnot
more than 5 pm.

(6) The optical film of Ttem (1), wherein the optical film
meets the following conditions:

NO)ZN(a)
~10=N(0)/N(@)<0

D<a=d2
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wherein

arepresents a depth from the surface of the optical film;

d represents a thickness of the optical film;

N(0) represents an N value at a depth 0 from the surface;
and

N(a) represents an N value at a depth a from the surface.

(7) The optical film of Ttem (1),
wherein

a thickness of the optical film is not less than 15 pum;

an N value in a depth range of not less than 0 but less than
5 m from the surface of the optical film is 0 to 5x107%;

an N value in a depth range of 5 pm or more from the
surface of the optical film is -5x10"*t0 0.

(8) The optical film of any one of Items (1) to (7), wherein
Re value of the optical film is 0 to 10 nm, Re representing an
in-plane retardation value defined by the following equation:

Re=(nx-ny)xd

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film; ny represents an in-plane
refractive index in a fast axis direction of the optical film; and
d represents a thickness of the optical film.

(9) The optical film of any one of Items (1) to (8) compris-
ing a cellulose ester.

(10) The optical film of Ttem (9), wherein the optical film is
formed using a solution comprising at least one of the sol-
vents selected from the group consisting of an ether having 3
to 12 carbon atoms in the molecule, a ketone having 3 to 12
carbon atoms in the molecule and an ester having 3 to 12
carbon atoms in the molecule.

(11) The optical film of any one of Items (1) to (8) com-
prising at least one of the polymers selected from the group
consisting of polynorbornene, polycarbonate, polyacrylate,
polyester and polysulfone.

(12) The optical film of any one of Items (1) to (11),
wherein

the optical film is produced by a solution casting method,

and

awidth of the optical film is 1.4 to 4.0 m.

(13) A method to produce the optical film of any one of
Ttems (1) to (12) comprising the steps of:

casting a dope comprising a polymer and a solvent on a
support to form a gel film having a self-standing nature; and
peeling the gel film from the support.

(14) A polarizing plate comprising a polarizing film and
transparent protective films provided on both surfaces of the
polarizing film, wherein one of the transparent protective
films is the optical film of any one of Items (1) to (12).

(15) A liquid crystal display comprising:

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

a pair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates comprising a
polarizing film and transparent protective films provided on
both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein a transparent protective film of one of the polar-
izing plates is the optical film of any one of Ttems (1) to (12),
the transparent protective film being provided closer to the
liquid crystal cell than the other transparent protective film.

(16) A liquid crystal display comprising:

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

a pair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates comprising a
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polarizing film and transparent protective films provided on
both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein

a first transparent protective film is the optical film of any
one of Ttems (1) to (12), the first transparent protective film
being provided on a surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of
one of the pair of polarizing plates; and

a second transparent protective film exhibits an in-plane
retardation value: Re2, represented by the following equa-
tion, of 150 to 300 nm, and a retardation value in the thickness
direction: Rt2, represented by the following equation, of =20
to 20 nm, the second transparent protective film being pro-
vided on a surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of the other
polarizing plate:

Re2=(nx2-ny2)xd2

R2=((nx2+ny2)/2-nz)xd2

wherein

nx2 represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow axis
direction of the second transparent protective film;

ny?2 represent an in-plane refractive index in a fast axis
direction of the second transparent protective film;

nz2 represent a refractive index in a thickness direction of
the second transparent protective film; and

d2 represents a thickness of the second transparent protec-
tive film.

(17) A liquid crystal display comprising:

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

a pair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates comprising a
polarizing film and transparent protective films provided on
both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein

a first transparent protective film is the optical film of Ttem
(16), the first transparent protective film being provided on a
surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of one of the pair of
polarizing plates;

a second transparent protective film exhibits an in-plane
retardation value Re2 represented by the following equation
of 150 to 300 nm, and a retardation value in the thickness
direction Rt2 represented by the following equation of =20 to
20 nm, the second transparent protective film being provided
on a surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of the other
polarizing plate; and

the second transparent protective film comprises the opti-
cal film of claim 1 as a substrate having thereon a liquid
crystal compound, the orientation of the liquid crystal com-
pound being fixed:

Re2=(nx2-ny2)xd?2

R2=((nx2+ny2)/2-nz)xd2

wherein

nx2 represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow axis
direction of the second transparent protective film;

ny2 represent an in-plane refractive index in a fast axis
direction of the second transparent protective film;

nz2 represent a refractive index in a thickness direction of
the second transparent protective film;

arepresents a depth from the surface of the optical film; and

d2 represents a thickness of the second transparent protec-
tive film.

(18) The liquid crystal display of any one of Items (15) to
(17), wherein the liquid crystal cell is driven by an IPS mode.
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(19) The liquid crystal display of any one of Ttems (15) to
(17), wherein the liquid crystal cell is driven by a VA mode.

(20) The liquid crystal display of any one of Ttems (15) to
(17), wherein the liquid crystal cell is driven by an OCB
mode.

The optical film of the present invention exhibits an optical
anisotropy. In the optical film described in Ttems (1) to (7), the
N value varies depending on the depth from the surface.
Therefore, the degree of freedom for controlling the birefrin-
gence of the optical film is considerably expanded comparing
with a film having a constant N value independently on the
depth. The optical film can be easily produced with low cost
since the film has different N values accompanied with depth
from the surface compared with a film prepared by pasting
plural films each having different N values from each other.

The optical film described in Item (8) is useful as a protec-
tive film to be provided on the surface closer to the liquid
crystal cell of one of the polarizing plates of an IPS mode
liquid crystal display.

The cellulose acetate described in Item (9) and the poly-
mers described in Item (11) are suitably usable as the main
constituent of the optical film and the solvents described in
Ttem (10) can be preferably used.

A liquid crystal display having a wide viewing angle can be
obtained by using the polarizing plate described in Item (14)
and the liquid crystal display described in Items (15) to (18).

The present invention will be described in detail below.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic drawing of transmission type
liquid crystal display 9 according to the present invention.
The liquid crystal display 9 contains a liquid crystal cell 7 and
a pair of polarization plates 6a and 65 each provided on both
surfaces of the liquid crystal cell. The liquid crystal cell
contains a liquid crystal layer and upper and lower substrates
supporting the liquid crystal layer; detailed drawing thereofis
not shown. The polarizing plate 6a contains a polarizing
element 2a and transparent protective films la and 15
arranged both sides of the polarizing element 2a and the
polarizing plate 65 is constituted by a polarizing element 25
and transparent protective films 1c¢ and 1d arranged both sides
of the polarizing element 2b. The light transmitting axes of
the polarizing plates 6a and 65 are each crossed at right angle
with the rubbing axes Sa and 56 of the liquid crystal cell. The
liquid crystal display considerably improved in the viewing
angle can be obtained.

The transparent protective film 15 provided on the liquid
crystal cell side of the polarizing element 6a corresponds to
the first transparent protective film of the present invention
and is constituted by the optical film of the present invention.
The transparent protective film 1¢ provided on the liquid
crystal cell side of polarizing element 65 corresponds to the
second transparent protective film of the present invention.

As the transparent protective films 1a and 1d, the optical
film of the present invention or other polarizing plate protec-
tive film may be used. Examples of commercially available
preferable cellulose ester film include: KC8UX2M, KC4UX,
KCS5UX, KC4UY, KC8UY, KCIOUDR, KC8UCR-3,
KC8UCR-4, KC8UY-HA, KC8UX RHA, KC4UE, KC8UE,
KC4FR, KC12UR, KC8-UCRS (the above produced by
Konica Minolta Opto, Inc.), FUIITAC TDSOUF, FUJITAC
T80UZ, FUJITAC T40UZ, and an antireflection film (Fuji
Film CV CLEARVIEW UA, produced by Fuji Photo film
Co., Ltd.).

The transparent protective films 1a and 1d preferably have
a hard coat layer or an antiglare layer, thickness of which is
8-20 um. For example, preferably usable are a polarizing
plate protective film having a hard coat layer or an antiglare
layer, for example, disclosed in JP-A Nos. 2003-114333,
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6
2004-203009, 2004-354699 and 2004-354828. Further, the
polarizing plate protective film preferably has an antireflec-
tion layer containing at least a low refractive index layer on
the hard coat layer or the antiglare layer. Specifically prefer-
ably the low refractive index layer contains silica-hollow
particles.

As above-described, inusual transmission type liquid crys-
tal display, the crystal liquid cell is arranged between two
polarizing plates and the liquid crystal cell is constituted by
pouring the liquid crystal between the two substrates. There-
fore, usual liquid crystal display has four sheets of the polar-
izing plate protective film. The optical film according to the
present invention may be used for any of the four sheets of
polarizing protective film. The optical film is particularly
useful for the plastic film to be arranged between the polar-
izing element and the liquid crystal layer.

The optical film according to the present invention and the
retardation plate, optical compensation sheet and polarizing
plate using the optical film can be applied to the liquid crystal
display driven in various modes. The modes include TN
(Twisted Nematic), IPS (In-Plane Switching), FLC (Ferro-
electric Liquid crystal), AFCL (Anti-ferroelectric Liquid
Crystal), OCB (Optically Compensatory Bend), STN (Super
Twisted Nematic), VA (Vertically Aligned), HAN (Hybrid
Aligned Nematic) and ASM (Axially Symmetric Aligned
Microcell). The liquid crystal display may be a transmission
type, a reflective type and a semi-transmission type.

The optical film of the present invention is described in
detail below. With respect to the optical film of the present
invention, the effect of the present invention is obtained when
the specific values calculated from the refractive indexes at
specific positions in the thickness direction of the optical film
meet a prescribed relationship. The measurement of the
refractive index is carried out using an automatic birefrin-
gence meter. As an automatic birefringence meter, cited s, for
example, KOBRA-21ADH produced by Oji Scientific Instru-
ments. The refractive index of the optical film of the present
invention is measured at a wavelength of 590 nm under a
condition 0f23° C./55% RH. Therefractive index at depth “a”
from the surface of the film is measured by cutting out a slice
of the optical film of the depth range of a—0.5 pm to a+0.5 pm
and by measuring the refractive index of the slice of the film
using an automatic birefringence meter. In the case of a=0.5
um, a slice of the film of 1 wm from the surface was cutout and
measured by using an automatic birefringence meter. Accord-
ingly, in the range of a=0.5 pm, the refraction index is the
same, and the calculated N value is also same. The average
refractive index of the optical film in the depth range ofato b
from the surface is obtained by cutting out a slice of the
optical film in the depth range of a to b, and by measuring the
refractive index using an automatic birefringence meter. An N
value at an certain depth from the surface, for example N(a),
and an average N value in a certain depth range, for example,
N(0-al), are calculated using the above described refractive
indexes. In FIG. 4, examples of the profile of an N value along
the thickness direction of the optical film are shown, however,
the present invention is not limited thereto.

Inorderto obtain the prescribed relationship between the N
values in the different depths from the surface, any one of the
following methods are applicable: (i) a method to form plural
films using dopes having different refractive indexes fol-
lowed by adhering the films by dissolving the surfaces using
a solvent; (ii) a method to co-casting plural dopes to simul-
taneously form a laminated film; (iii) a method to moisturize
a film formed from a single dope to migrate the plasticized
contained in the film along the thickness direction of the film;
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(iv) a method to spray a liquid containing a plasticizer onto a
film formed from a single dope, however, the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto.

The in-plane retardation value of the optical film of the
present invention is preferably 0 to 10 nm, in order to obtain
the effect of the present invention.

The measurement of the in-plane retardation value is car-
ried out using an automatic birefringence meter. As an auto-
matic birefringence meter, cited is, for example, KOBRA-
21ADH produced by Oji Scientific Instruments. The
refractive index of the optical film of the present invention is
measured at a wavelength of 590 nm under a condition of 23°
C./55% RH.

The optical film constituting the transparent protective film
14 is a cellulose film. The cellulose film is a film containing a
cellulose compound or a compound having a cellulose skel-
eton prepared by biometrically or chemically introducing a
functional group to cellulose. Among them, a cellulose ester
film is preferable, a cellulose acylate film is more preferable
and cellulose acetate film is most preferable. Examples of the
cellulose acetate include cellulose triacetate, cellulose diac-
etate, cellulose acetate butylate and cellulose acetate propi-
onate.

The cellulose ester is an ester formed by cellulose and an
acid. The acid for forming the ester is preferably an organic
acid, more preferably a fatty acid having from 2 to 22 carbon
atoms, further preferably a lower fatty acid having from 2 to
4 carbon atoms and most preferably acetic acids. The cellu-
lose ester may be an ester formed from cellulose and plural
kinds of acid. The cellulose acylate may be one substituted by
plural acyl groups.

The cellulose acylate is an ester of cellulose and a carboxy-
lic acid. In the cellulose acylate, hydrogen atoms being at
position-2, -3 and -6 are entirely or partially substituted by an
acyl group. Examples of the acid group include an acetyl
group, a propionyl group, a butanoyl group, an isobutanoyl
group, a t-butanoyl group, a heptanoyl group, a hexanoyl
group, an octanoyl group, a decanoyl group, a dodecanoyl
group, a tridodecanoyl group, a teradecanoyl group, a hexa-
decanoyl group, an octadecanoyl, a cyclohexanecarbonyl
group, an oleoyl group, a benzoyl group, a naphthylcarbonyl
group and a cinnamoyl group. The acetyl group, propionyl
group, butanoyl group, dodecnoyl group, octadecanoyl
group, t-butanoyl group, oleyl group, benzoyl group, naphth-
ylcarbonyl group and cinnamoyl group are more preferable,
and acetyl group is most preferable.

The substitution degree of the cellulose ester is preferably
not less than 2.87, more preferably from 2.87 to 2.96, further
preferably from 2.88 to 2.95, and most preferably from 2.90
t0 2.95.

The polymerization degree of the cellulose ester is prefer-
ably from 200 to 700, more preferably from 250 to 400, and
most reparably from 250 to 350, in viscosity average poly-
merization degree.

The viscosity of cellulose ester having low content of low
molecular component is lower than that of usual cellulose
ester even though the average molecular weight (polymeriza-
tion degree) is high. The cellulose ester having low content of
low molecular component can be obtained by removing the
low molecular weight component from cellulose ester syn-
thesized by the usual method. The low molecular weight
component can be removed by washing the cellulose ester by
a suitable organic solvent. The cellulose ester having low
content of low molecular weight component can be synthe-
sized. It is preferable for synthesizing the cellulose ester
having low content of the low molecular weight component
that the amount of sulfuric acid catalyst in the acetylation
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reactionis made to 0.5 from 25 parts by weight to 100 parts by
weight of cellulose ester. Cellulose ester having preferable
molecular weight distribution (a uniform molecular distribu-
tion) can be synthesized by making the amount of the sulfuric
acid catalyst within the above range.

The material of the optical film according to the present
invention is not limited to the cellulose ester film and a nor-
bonene type polymer, a polycarbonate type polymet, a poly-
allylate type polymer, apolyester type polymer, a polysulfone
type polymer, and a mixture of two or more kinds of such the
polymer are usable.

The solvent is described below.

As the solvent for the cellulose ester, for example, a lower
alcohol such as methyl alcohol, ethyl alcohol, n-propyl alco-
hol, iso-propyl alcohol and n-butyl alcohol, cyclohexane,
dioxane, and a lower aliphatic hydrocarbon chloride such as
methylene chloride are usable.

An example of preferable mixing ratio of the solvents is 70
to 95% by weight and 5 to 30% by weight of another solvent.
The temperature of the system after addition of the solvent is
preferably within the range of not less than the boiling point
of the solvent and a temperature at which the solvent is not
boiled, for example, a temperature of not less than 60° C. or
from 80 to 110° C. is suitable. The pressure is decided so that
the solvent is not boiled.

The solution was taken out from the vessel after cooled or
pulled out from the vessel by a pump and cooled by a heat
exchanger, and then supplied for forming a film.

The solvent is described in more detail below. The solvent
of the cellulose ester solution is preferably an organic solvent
and an organic solvent containing no chlorine atom.

The solvents containing no chlorine atom include an ester,
aketone, an ether, an alcohol and a hydrocarbon. The number
of carbon tom of the organic solvent is preferably from 1 to
12. The ester, ketone, ether, alcohol and hydrocarbon each
may have a branched or cyclic structure. A compound having
two or more functional groups of the ester, ketone, ether and
alcohol, namely —O—, —CO—, —COO— and —OH, can
be used for the solvent. The hydrogen atom of the hydrocar-
bon moiety of the ester, ketone, ether and alcohol may be
substituted by a halogen atom particularly a fluorine atom.

Examples of the ester having 2 to 12 carbon atoms include
methyl formate, ethyl formate, propyl formate, pentyl for-
mate, methy] acetate, ethyl acetate and pentyl acetate.

Examples of the ketone having 3 to 12 carbon atoms
include acetone, methyl ethyl ketone, diethyl ketone, di-iso-
butyl ketone, cyclopentanone, cyclohexanone and methyl-
cyclohexanone.

Examples of the ether having 2 to 12 carbon atoms include
di-iso-propyl ether, dimethoxymethane, dimethoxyethane,
1,4-dixane, 1,3-dioxoran, tetrahydrofuran, anisole and
phenetole.

Examples of the alcohol having 1 to 12 carbon atoms
include methanol, ethanol, 1-propanol, 2-propanol, 1-bu-
tanol, 2-butanol, t-butanol, 1-pentanol, 2-methyl-2-butanol,
cyclohexanol, 2-flulorethanol, 2,2,2-trifluoroethanol and 2,2,
3,3-tetrafluoro-1-propanol.

Examples of the organic solvent having two or more func-
tional group include 2-ethocyethyl acetate, 2-methoxyetha-
nol, 2-butoxyethanol and methyl acetoacetate.

Examples of hydrocarbon compound having 6 to 12 carbon
atoms include cyclohexane, hexane, benzene, toluene and
xylene.

Particularly preferable organic solvent are methyl formate,
ethyl formate, acetone, methyl ethyl ketone, cyclopentanone,
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cyclohexane, methanol, ethanol, 1-propanol, 2-propanol,
1-butanol, 2-butanol, cyclohexanol, methyl acetoacetate,
hexane and cyclohexane.

Plural non-chlorine organic solvents may be used in com-
bination.

Particularly preferable mixed solvent is a mixture of three
or more kinds of solvent different from each other, and the
first solvent is selected from the ester such as methy] acetate,
ethyl acetate, methyl formate and ethyl formate, acetone and
ether such as dioxoran and dioxane, the second solvent is
selected from the ketone having 4 to 7 carbon atoms including
an acetoacetate, and the third solvent is selected from the
alcohol and hydrocarbon each having 1 to 10 carbon atoms.
Furthermore, the fourth solvent may be used. The fourth
solvent is also selected from the alcohol and hydrocarbon
each having 1 to 10 carbon atoms. The third and fourth sol-
vent is preferably the alcohols having 1 to 8 carbon atoms.
When the first solvent is a mixture of two or more kinds of the
solvent, the second solvent can be omitted. The first solvent is
preferably selected from methyl acetate, acetone, methyl for-
mate and ethyl formate. The second solvent is preferably
selected from methyl ethyl ketone, cyclopentanone, cyclo-
hexanone and methyl acetoacetate.

Examples of the alcohol as the third and fourth solvent are
the same as the above-described alcohol.

The hydrocarbon compounds as the third and fourth sol-
vent may have a cyclic or a branched structure. The hydro-
carbon compound includes an aromatic hydrocarbon and an
aliphatic hydrocarbon compound.

Examples of the hydrocarbon compound include cyclo-
hexanone, hexane, benzene, toluene and xylene. The third
and fourth solvents are each preferably selected from metha-
nol, ethanol, 1-propanol, 2-propanol, 1-butanol, 2-butanol,
cyclohexanol, cyclohexane and hexane, and more preferably
from methanol, ethanol, 1-propanol, 2-propanol and 1-bu-
tanol.

The mixing ratio of the four kinds of the solvent is prefer-
ably from 20 to 95% by weight of the first solvent, from 2 to
60% by weight of the second solvent, and from 2 to 30% by
weight of the sum of the third and fourth solvents. A mixture
of from30to 90% by weight of the first solvent, from 2 to 50%
by weight of the second solvent, and from 3 to 25% by weight
of the sum of the alcohols as the third and fourth solvents is
more preferable. Furthermore, a mixture of from 30 to 90%
by weight of the first solvent, from 3 to 30% by weight of the
second solvent, and from 3 to 15% by weight of the sum of the
alcohols as the third and fourth solvents is most preferable.
When the first solvent is a mixture and the second solvent is
omitted, a mixture of from 30 to 90% by weight of the first
solvent, a mixture of from 20 to 90% by weight of the first
solvent, and from 5 to 30% by weight of the sum of the third
and fourth solvents is more preferable, and a mixture of from
30 to 80% by weight of the first mixture solvent and from 7 to
25% of the sum of the third and fourth solvents is more
preferable.

Additionally to the solvent for the cellulose ester, a plasti-
cizer may be added to the solvent before or after dissolving
the cellulose acetate by previously mixed with the solvent to
form a solution or dispersion.

The plasticizer is preferably added for improving the
mechanical properties, giving the softness, reducing the
moisture permeation and controlling the retardation. For
example, a phosphate and a carboxylate are preferably used
for the plasticizer.

Examples of the phosphate include triphenyl phosphate,
tricresyl phosphate and biphenyl diphenyl phosphate.
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Examples of the carboxylate include a phthalate such as
dimethy! phthalate, diethyl phosphate, dioctyl phthalate and
diethyl hexyl phthalate, and a citrate such as acetyltriethyl
citrate and acetyltributyl citrate. Other than the above, butyl
oleate, methylacetyl ricinolate, dibutyl sebacate and triacet-
ine are also usable. An alkylphthalylalkyl glycolate is also
preferably used for this purpose. The alkyl group of the alky-
Iphthalylalkyl glycolate is an alkyl group having 1 to 8 carbon
atoms. Examples of the alkylphthalylalkyl glycolate include
methylphthalylmethyl glycolate, ethylphthalylethyl glyco-
late, propylphthalylpropyl glycolate, butylphthalyl-butyl gly-
colate, octylphthalyloctyl glycolate, methyl-phthalylethyl
glycolate, ethylphthalylmethyl glycolate, ethylphthalylpro-
pyl glycolate, propylphthalylethyl glycolate, methylphthalyl-
propyl  glycolate,  methylphthalylbutyl  glycolate,
butylphthalylmethyl glycolate, butylphthalyethyl glycolate,
propylphthalylbutyl glycolate, butylphthalyl-propyl glyco-
late, methylphthalyloctyl glycolate, ethyl-phthalyloctyl gly-
colate, octylphthalylmethyl glycolate and octylphthalylethyl
glycolate. Methylphthalylmethyl glycolate, ethylphthalyl-
ethyl  glycolate,  propylphthalyl-propyl  glycolate,
butylphthalylbutyl glycolate and octylphthalyloctyl glycolate
are preferably used. Two or more kids of the alakylphthaly-
lalkyl glycolate may be used in a mixture state.

A poly-valent alcohol ester is also preferably used. The
poly-valent alcohol plasticizer is a plasticizer composed of an
ester of a di- or more-valent aliphatic alcohol and a mono-
carboxylic acid, and the ester preferably has an aromatic ring
or a cycloalkyl ring in the molecule thereof. The polyvalent
alcohol ester is preferably a 2- to 20-valent aliphatic alcohol
ester.

The polyvalent alcohol to be used in the present invention
is represented by the following formula 1.

R,—(OH),, Formula 1

Inthe above, R is an n-valent organic group, n is a positive
integer of 2 or more, and OH is an alcoholic group and/or a
phenolic hydroxyl group.

As preferable polyvalent alcohol, the followings can be
exemplified but the present invention is not limited to them.
Examples of the polyvalent alcohol include adonitol, arabitol,
ethylene glycol, diethylene glycol, triethylene glycol, tetra-
ethylene glycol, 1,2-propanediol, 1,3-propanediol, dipropy-
lene glycol, tripropylene glycol, 1,2-butanediol, 1,3-butane-
diol, 1,4-butanediol, dibutylene glycol, 1,2.4-butanetriol,
1,5-pentanediol, 1,6-hexanediol, hexanetriol, galactitol,
mannitol, 3-methylpentane-1,3,5-triol, pinacol, sorbitol, tri-
methylolpropane, trimethylolpropane, trimethylolethane and
xylitol. Particularly, triethylene glycol, teraethylene glycol,
diproylene glycol, tripropylene glycol, sorbitol, trimethylol
propane and xylitol are preferred. For the monocarboxylic
acid to be used in the polyvalent alcohol ester is not specifi-
cally limited and known aliphatic monocarboxylic acids, ali-
cylic monocarboxylic acids and aromatic monocarboxylic
acids are usable without specific limitation. The use of the
alicyclic monocarboxylic acid or the aromatic monocarboxy-
lic acid is preferable for improving the moisture permeability
and reservation ability. Examples of preferable monocar-
boxylic acid are as follows but the present invention is not
limited to them. As the aliphatic monocarboxylic acid, a fatty
acid having a linear chain or a side chain containing from 1 to
32 carbon atoms are preferably used. The number of the
carbon atom is more preferably from 1 to 20, and particularly
preferably from 1 to 10. The use of acetic acid is preferable for
raising the compatibility with the cellulose ester, and the use
of a mixture of acetic acid and another monocarboxylic acid
is also preferable. Examples of preferable aliphatic monocar-
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boxylic acid include an saturated fatty acid such as acetic
acid, propionic acid, butyric acid, valeric acid, capronic acid,
enanthic acid, caprylic acid, pelargonic acid, capric acid,
2-ethyl-haxanoic acid, undecylic acid, lauric acid, dodecylic
acid, myristic acid, pentadecylic acid, palmitic acid, heptace-
cylic acid, stearic acid, nonadecanic acid, arachinic acid,
behenic acid, lignoceric acid, cerotic acid, heptacosanic acid,
montanic acid, melissic acid and lacceric acid, and a unsat-
urated acid such as undecylenic acid, oleic acid, sorbic acid,
linolic acid, linorenic acid and arachidonic acid. Examples of
preferable alicyclic acid include cyclopentanic acid, cyclo-
hexanic acid, cyclooctanic acid and their derivatives.
Examples of preferable aromatic monocarboxylic acid
include benzoic acid, one formed by introducing an alkyl
group to the benzene ring of benzoic acid such as toluic acid,
an aromatic monocarboxylic acid having two or more ben-
zene rings such as biphenyl carboxylic acid, naphthalene
carboxylic acid, tetralin carboxylic acid and their derivatives.
Benzoic acid is particularly preferable. Though the molecular
weight of the polyvalent alcohol is not specifically limited, a
molecular weight of from 300 to 1,500 is preferable and that
of from 350 to 750 is more preferable. A larger molecular
weight is preferred since such the compound is difficultly
evaporated, and a smaller molecular weight is preferable from
the viewpoint of the haze and the compatibility. The carboxy-
lic acid in the polyvalent alcohol ester may be used solely or
in combination of two or more kinds thereof. The OH groups
in the polyvalent alcohol may be entirely or partially esterized
so as to remain a part of them.

The compound is preferably contained in an amount of
from 1 to 30%, and more preferably from 1 to 20%, by weight
of the cellulose ester. And the compound is preferably one
having a vapor pressure at 200° C. of not more than 1,400 Pa
for preventing bleeding out in the course of stretching and
drying.

As another additive, polyester and polyether described in
Tokkai 2002-22956, urethane resin described in Tokkai 2003-
171499, rosin, rosin derivative, epoxy resin, ketone resin and
toluenesulfonamide described in Tokkai 2002-146044, ester
of polyvalent alcohol and carboxylic acid described in Tokkai
2003-96236, compounds represented by Formula 1 described
in 2003-165868, and polyester and polyurethane described in
Tokkai 2004-292696 can be added to the dope or fine particle
dispersion.

The retardation of the cellulose ester film is the sum of the
retardation originated in the cellulose ester film and that origi-
nated in the additive. Consequently, the retardation of the
cellulose film can be reduced by adding an additive capable of
disordering the orientation of the cellulose ester and is diffi-
cultly oriented it self and/or has a small polarizing anisotropy.
For the additive capable of disordering the orientation of
cellulose ester, an aliphatic compound is more preferable than
an aromatic compound.

The concrete retardation reducing agent is, for example,
polyesters represented by the following Formula 1 or For-
mula 2.

B-(G-A-),,G-B; Formula 1

B,-(A-G-),A-B, Formula 2

In Formulas 1 and 2, B, is a monocarboxylic acid compo-
nent, B, is a monoalcohol component, G is a divalent alcohol
component, A is a dibasic acid component; the compounds
are synthesized by these components. The compounds are
characterized in that each of B, B,. G and A contains no
aromatic ring. m and n are each a repeating number.
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The carboxylic acid represented by B, is not specifically
limited and known aliphatic monocarboxylic acids and alicy-
clic monocarboxylic acids can be used.

Preferable examples of the monocarboxvlic acid are as
follows but the present invention is not limited by them.

Aliphatic monocarboxylic acids having a straight or
branched chain containing from 1 to 32 carbon atoms are
preferably usable. Ones having carbon atoms of from 1 to 20
are more preferable and those having from 1 to 12 are par-
ticularly preferable. The presence of acetic acid is preferable
for raising the compatibility with the cellulose ester and the
mixing use of acetic acid and another monocarboxylic acid is
also preferable.

Examples of preferable aliphatic monocarboxylic acid
include an saturated fatty acid such as acetic acid, propionic
acid, butyric acid, valeric acid, capronic acid, enanthic acid,
caprylic acid, pelargonic acid, capric acid, 2-ethyl-haxanoic
acid, undecylic acid, lauric acid, dodecylic acid, myristic
acid, pentadecylic acid, palmitic acid, heptadecylic acid,
stearic acid, nonadecanic acid, arachinic acid, behenic acid,
lignoceric acid, cerotic acid, heptacosanic acid, montanic
acid, melissic acid and lacceric acid, and a unsaturated acid
such as undecylenic acid, oleic acid, sorbic acid, linolic acid,
linorenic acid and arachidonic acid.

As the monoalcohol component represented by B,, known
alcohols can be used without any limitation. For example,
aliphatic saturated alcohols and aliphatic unsaturated alco-
hols each having straight- or branched-chain containing from
1 to 32 carbon atoms are preferably used. The number of the
carbon atoms is more preferably from 1 to 20 and particularly
preferable from 1 to 12.

As the divalent alcohol component represented by G, the
followings are exemplified but the present invention is not
limited to them. Examples of the divalent alcohol include
ethylene glycol, diethylene glycol, 1,2-propylene glycol, 1,3-
propylene glycol, 1,2-butylene glycol, 1,3-butylene glycol,
1,4-butylene glycol, 1,5-pentanediol, 1,6-hexanediol, 1,5-
pentylene glycol, triethylene glycol and tetraethylene glycol.
Among them, ethylene glycol, 1,2-propylene glycol, 1,3-pro-
pylene glycol, 1,2-butylene glycol, 1,3-butylene glycol, 1,4-
butylene glycol, 1,6-hexanediol, diethylene glycol and trieth-
ylene glycol are preferable. Moreover, 1,3-propylene glycol,
1,4-butylene glycol, 1,6-hexanediol and diethylene glycol are
more preferable.

As the dibasic acid or dicarboxylic acid component repre-
sented by A, at least one selected from aliphatic dicarboxylic
acids having from 4 to 12 carbon atoms such as malonic acid,
succinic acid, glutaric acid, adipic acid, pimelic acid, sberic
acid, azelaic acid, sebacic acid, undecanedicarboxylic acid
and dodecanedicarboxylic acid. Two or more kinds of the
dibasic acid may be used in combination.

The repeating number m and n in Formulas 1 and 2 is
preferably from 1 to 170.

Another example of the retardation reducing agent is poly-
esters represented by Formula 3 or 4.

B,-(G-A-),,G-B, Formula 3

B,-(A-G-),A-B, Formula 4

In Formulas 3 and 4, B, is a monocarboxylic acid compo-
nent, B, is a monoalcohol component, G is divalent alcohol
component having from 2 to 12 carbon atoms, and A is a
dibasic acid having from 2 to 12 carbon atoms; the com-
pounds are synthesized by these components. B, G and A
each contains no aromatic ring. m and n are each repeating
number. B, and B, are each the synonymous of B, and B, in
Formula 1 or 2, respectively. G and A each represents the
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alcohol component and the dibasic acid component each hav-
ing from 1 to 12 carbon atoms among the components repre-
sented by G and A in Formula 1 or 2, respectively.

The weight average molecular weight of the polyester is
preferably not more than 20,000, and more preferably not
more than 10,000. Particularly, the polyester having a weight
average molecular weight of from 500 to 10,000 shows high
compatibility with the cellulose ester and is not evaporated or
volatilized in the course of film formation.

Polycondensation of the polyester is carried out by a usual
method. For example, the polyester can be easily synthesized
by a direct reaction of the dibasic acid and the glycol, a
thermally fusing polymerization method by a polyesterizing
reaction or a ester exchanging reaction of a methyl ester of the
dibasic acid and the glycol, or a dehydrogen chloride reaction
of an acid chloride of such the acid and the glycol. The
polyester having a molecular weight not so large is preferably
synthesized by the direct reaction. The polyester having high
frequency on the low molecular weight side of the molecular
weight distribution shows very high compatibility with the
cellulose ester and the film having low moisture permeability
and high transparence can be obtained. The molecular weight
can be controlled by a usual method without any limitation.
For example, the molecular weight can be controlled by con-
trolling the amount of a mono-valent acid or alcohol in a
method by blocking the terminal of the molecule terminal by
a monovalent acid or monovalent alcohol. The use of the
monovalent acid is preferable for the stability of the polymer.
For example, acetic acid, propionic acid and butyric acid are
usable. Anacid is selected which is not distillated out from the
reaction system in the course of the polycondensation reac-
tion and easily distillated out when the monovalent acid is
removed after stopping the reaction, and two or more of these
acids may be used in combination. In the case of the direct
reaction, the weight average molecular weight can be con-
trolled by deciding the time of stopping the reaction accord-
ing to the amount of water distillated out during the reaction.
Other than the above, the weight average molecular weight
can be controlled by biasing the using mole number of the
glycol or the dibasic acid or by controlling the reaction tem-
perature.

The polyester represented by Formula 1 or 2 is preferably
contained in the cellulose ester in an amount of from 1 to 40%
by weight, and that represented by Formula 3 or 4 is prefer-
ably contained in an amount of from 2 to 30% by weight. The
content of from 5 to 15% by weight is particularly preferred.

As the retardation reducing agent other than the above, the
retardation reducing agents and the optical anisotropy con-
trolling agents described in Tokkai 2005-154764, the acryl
type polymers described in Tokkai 2003-12859, the phos-
phate compounds described in Tokkai 2004-315605, the sty-
rene oligomers and the benzyl methacrylate oligomers
described in Tokkai 2005-105139, the polymers of styrene
type monomer described in Tokkai 2005-105140, the ester
compounds of glycerin type polyvalent alcohol and the fatty
acids described in Tokkai 2000-63560, the esters or ethers of
sugar alcohol of hexose described in 2001-247717, the tri-
phosphate of a fatty acid alcohol described in Tokkai 2004-
315613 and the compounds described in Tokkai 2005-41911
can be exemplified.

AUV absorbent, an antioxidant, a dye, a thermal stabilizer,
an antistatic agent, a flame retardant, a slipping agent and an
oily agent may be added into the dope.

An apparatus for producing the film in the embodiment of
the present invention is described below.

In the embodiment of the present invention, the dope pre-
pared by dissolving the cellulose ester in the solvent is cast on
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a support and heated for removing a part of the solvent and
then peeled off from the support, and the peeled web is dried
to obtain the cellulose ester film.

The above process is described referring the drawings. As
is shown in FIG. 2, the cellulose ester film producing equip-
ment includes by a support 11 of a rotatable metal endless
belt, a die 12 for casting the dope as the raw material of the
cellulose ester film, a peeling roller 13 for peeling offa web W
formed on the support 11 by the die 12, a tenter 14 for
stretching and drying a film F peeled from the support 11 by
holding the both edges portion in the traverse direction by
many clips while transportating, a drying apparatus 15 for
drying the film F by conveying through plural conveying
rollers 16, and a winding roller 18 for taking up the cellulose
ester film F obtained by the drying.

Inthe cellulose ester film producing equipment, the dope as
the raw solution of the cellulose ester film is cast through the
casting die 12 onto the support 11 constituted by the rotating
metal endless belt. For the support 11, a stainless steel support
with a mirror surface having a shape of belt as shown in FIG.
2 or a shape of drum is used. The layer of the dope or the web
W formed on the support 11 by the casting is peeled by the
peeling roller 13 after rounded about once on the support. The
peeled film F is introduced into the tenter 14. The film is
conveyed into the drying apparatus 15 after passing through
the tenter 14. In the drying apparatus, the film is conveyed by
the entire conveying rollers 16 arranged in staggering state in
the housing by a roller-hang drying system, so as to be dried
by drying air blown into the housing through an inlet 17. Thus
the cellulose ester film F is obtained. Though any means can
be applied for drying the film F without any limitation, hot air,
infrared rays, a heating roller and microwaves are usually
applied. The use of hot air is preferable from the viewpoint of
simplicity. The main purpose of the drying is to evaporate the
solvent remaining in the film, and the drying temperature is
preferably from 100° C. to 150° C. and more preferably from
125° C. to 150° C. from the viewpoint of reducing the haze.
When the drying temperature is less than 100° C., the evapo-
ration rate of the solvent becomes very slow so that necessity
of prolongation of the drying zone or slow down of the drying
rate is resulted, such the sitvation is not preferable for the
industrial production. Besides, the temperature exceeding
150° C. causes extremely softening of the film so that the high
quality film can be hardly produced.

EXAMPLES

The examples of the optical film according to the present
invention are described below together with comparative
examples; the present invention is not limited to the
examples.

First, Examples 1 through 5 and Comparative Examples 1
through 3 are described below. In Examples 1 through 5 and
Comparative Examples 1 through 3, the N value varies
accompanied with the depth from the surface by exposing the
surface of the film to atmosphere of the plasticizer for perme-
ating the plasticizer from the film surface.

TABLE 1
N (al) N (a2)
(x107%) (x107)  al (um) a2 (um) Evaluation
Example 1 1.49 -0.51 2 15 5
Example 2 1.05 -0.18 2 15 4
Example 3 1.08 -0.31 3 18 4
Example 4 0.81 -0.50 2 18 5
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TABLE 1-continued
N (al) N (a2)
(x107% (x107%  al (um) a2 (um) Evaluation
Example 5 1.05 0.20 3 18 3
Comparative 0.75 0.85 2 15 1
Example 1
Comparative -0.51 0.83 2 13 1
Example 2
Comparative -0.20 -0.18 3 18 2
Example 3
Example 1
Polymer 1

Methyl acrylate 10 parts by weight

2-hydroxyethyl acrylate 1 part by weight

Azobisisobutylonitrile 2 parts by weight

Toluene 30 parts by weight

The above composition was put into a four mouth flask (the
mouths were each used for an inlet opening, a thermometer, a
reflux cooler, an inlet for nitrogen and a stirrer, respectively)
and gradually heated by 80° C. and polymerized for 5 hours
while stirring. After the polymerization, the polymer solution
was poured into a large amount of methanol for forming
precipitation. The precipitation was purified by washing by
methanol and dried. Thus Polymer 1 having a weight average
molecular weight of 2,000 was obtained.
<Dope Composition>

Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)

100 parts by weight

Polymer 1 15 parts by weight

Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight

Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight

Ethanol 50 parts by weight

The above dope components were put one by one into a
sealed pressure vessel and heated by 70° C. so as to make the
pressure in the vessel to one or more atmospheres, and the
cellulose triacetate is completely dissolved while stirring.
The dope was cooled by 35° C. and stood for one night, and
then filtered through Azumi Filter Paper No. 24, manufac-
tured by Azumi Roshi Co., Ltd., and defoamed by further
standing for one night. After that, the dope was successively
filtered through Finemet NM (absolute filtering precision:
100 pm) and Finepore NF (constituting three filters each
having absolute filtering precision of 50 pm, 15 um and 5 pm
in the filtering order), each manufactured by Nihon Seisen
Co., Ltd., applying a pressure of 1.0x10° Pa, and supplied for
casting.
<Preparation of Cellulose Ester Film>

The filtered dope was cast at 35° C. by the belt casting
apparatus to form a film. The organic solvent was evaporated
so that the amount of remaining solvent became to 25% by
weight before the belt was rounded about once and the web
was peeled off from the belt. The time from the casting to
peeling was 3 minutes. After the peeling, the web was clipped
at the both edges thereof and conveyed and dried at 120° C.
while holding the width of the web, and the web was released
from the clips and dried at a temperature of from 120 to 135°
C. while running through plural rollers arranged in zigzags in
the roller drying apparatus. After drying, the cooled film was
subjected to a knurling treatment to form knurls of a width of
10 mm and a height of 5 pm at both of the edge portions and
then wound up by applying an initial and final winding ten-
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sion of 150 N/width and 100 N/width, respectively. The size
of thus obtained cellulose acetate film was 40 pum in thickness,
3,000 m in length and 1,300 mm in width.
<Spraying of Plasticizer>
A methylene chloride solution of trimethylolpropane
tribenzoate was sprayed for 30 seconds onto the both sides of

the above obtained cellulose acetate film and the film was
held for 10 minutes at 150° C.

Example 2

Example 2 was carried out in the same manner as in
Bxample 1 except that the amount of Polymer 1 was changed
to 7.5 parts by weight and the time for spraying was changed.

Example 3

Example 3 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 1 except that the amount of Polymer 1 was changed
to 10 parts by weight.

Example 4

Example 4 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 1 except that the amount of Polymer 1 was changed
to parts by weight.

Example 5

Example 5 was carried out in the same manner as in
Bxample 1 except that the amount of Polymer 1 was changed
to 2.5 parts by weight.

Comparative Example 1
Dope Composition

Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)

100 parts by weight

Trimethylolpropane tribenzoate

10 parts by weight

Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight

Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight

Ethanol 50 parts by weight

A dope was prepared in the same manner as in Example 1
and cast onto the belt casting apparatus to form a cellulose
acetate film.
<Spraying of Plasticizer>

A methylene chloride solution of Polymer 1 was sprayed
for 30 seconds onto the both sides of the above obtained
cellulose acetate film and the film was held for 10 minutes at
150° C.

Comparative Example 2

Comparative Example 2 was carried out in the same man-
ner as in Comparative Example 1 except that cellulose acetate
film was held at 150° C. for 10 minutes after splaying the
plasticizer.

Comparative Example 3

Comparative Example 3 was carried out in the same man-
ner as in Comparative Example 1 except that the spraying
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time of the plasticizer was changed to 50 minutes and the
cellulose acetate film was held at 150° C. for 30 minutes after
splaying the plasticizer.

The values of N(al) and N(a2) of each of the films of
Examples 1 to 5 and Comparative Examples 1 to 3 were
measured. Measured results are listed in Table 1. For measur-
ing the values of N(al ) and N(a2), portions of the film of from
(a1-0.5) pm to (al+0.5) pm and (a2-0.5) pm to (a2+0.5) pm
from the surface were sampled, respectively, and N, N, and
N, of each of the portions were measured. The N, N, and N,
were measured at a wavelength of 590 nm and in an atmo-
sphere of 23° C. and 55% RH using an automatic birefrin-
gence meter KOBRA-21ADH, manufactured by Ooji
Keisokukiki Co., Ltd. It is understood from the measured data
that the N(al) and N(a2) can be varied by varying the time for
spraying the plasticizer.

A polyvinyl alcohol film having a thickness of 120 pm was
soaked in a 100 kg of aqueous solution containing 1 kg of
iodine and 4 kg of boric acid, followed by stretching in a ratio
of 6 times at 50° C. to form a polarizing film 6a. As the first
transparent protective film 156 of the polarizing film 6a, which
is provided closer to the liquid crystal cell, the optical films of
examples 1-5 and comparatives 1-3. Each optical film was
subjected to alkaline saponification followed by adhering to a
polarizing plate using a 5% aqueous solution of fully-saponi-
fied polyvinyl alcohol as a glue. As a transparent protective
film 1a, KCS8UX-RHA (produced by Konica Minolta Opto,
Inc.) was used which was adhered in the same manner as the
optical film of the present invention.

As the second transparent protective film 1c¢ of the polar-
izing film 64, a film having Re2=250 nm and Rt2=5 nm, and
KC8UX-RHA (produced by Konica Minolta Opto, Inc.) was
used as 1d. Thus obtained polarizing plates were adhered to
the glass surfaces of the liquid crystal cell of an IPS mode
liquid crystal display FACE 231C100 (23 inches, produced
by TOSHIBA CORPORATION), the polarizing plates origi-
nally utilized being preliminarily removed.

An image displayed on each of thus obtained liquid crystal
displays was observed at an angle of 45° to the normal line of
the front surface of the liquid crystal display and at 360°
around the normal line. The degree of stability of the observed
image depending on the viewing angle was evaluating by
ranking into 5 ranks. The results are listed in Table 1. In
“Evaluation” in Table 1, 5 is the highest rank and the evalu-
ation ranking is lowered in order of 4, 3 and 2, and 1 is the
lowest rank.

Examples 1 to 5 satisfied the condition of the following
Expression 1.

N(al)zNa2) Expression 1

Therefore, Examples 1 to 5 all gave high ranks of 3 or more.
Comparative Examples did not satisfy the above Expression
1 and their evaluation results were each not higher than 2.

Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative Example 4 are described
below. In Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative Example 4, N
value varied accompanied with the depth from the surface by
co-casting plural kinds of Dopes 1 and 2.

TABLE 2
N (al) N (a2)
(x107% (x107%  al (um) a2 (um) Evaluation
Example 6 1.36 -0.35 3 15 5
Example 7 1.32 -0.38 3 15 5

18
TABLE 2-continued

N (al) N (a2)
(x107 (x10™%  al (um) a2 (um) Evaluation
5 Example 8 1.15 -0.49 1 16 5
Comparative -0.14 0.98 3 13 1
Example 4
10 Example 6
Dope 1

Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)

100 parts by weight

Trimethylolpropane tribenzoate

10 parts by weight

Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight

15

20 Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight
Ethanol 50 parts by weight
Dope 2
23 Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)
100 parts by weight
Polymer 1 15 parts by weight
Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight
30 Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight
Ethanol 50 parts by weight
The above dope compositions 1 and 2 were each treated in
the same processes as in Example 1 to obtain Dopes 1 and 2.
<Preparation of Cellulose Ester Film>
35 Dope 1, Dope 2 and Dope 1 were successively cast in this
order on the belt casting apparatus to form a film. Thus an
optical film was obtained in which a layer of Dope 1 of 7 um,
alayer of Dope 2 of 26 pm and a layer of Dope 1 of 7 pm were
40 piled up in this order from the surface, and the total thickness

after dried was 40 um.
Example 7

Dope 1, Dope 2 and Dope 1 were successively cast in this
order on the belt casting apparatus to form a film. Thus an
optical film was obtained in which a layer of Dope 1 of 5 um,
alayer of Dope 2 of 30 pm and a layer of Dope 1 of 5 pm were
piled up in this order from the surface, and the total thickness
after dried was 40 pum.

45

50
Example §

Dope 1, Dope 2 and Dope 1 were successively cast in this
order on the belt casting apparatus to form a film. Thus an
optical film was obtained in which a layer of Dope 1 of 3 um,
alayer of Dope 2 of 34 um and a layer of Dope 1 of 3 pm were
piled up in this order from the surface, and the total thickness
after dried was 40 um.

60 Comparative Example 4

Dope 2, Dope 1 and Dope 2 were successively cast in this
order on the belt casting apparatus to form a film. Thus an
optical film was obtained in which a layer of Dope 1 of 5 pum,
alayer of Dope 2 of 30 um and a layer of Dope 1 of 5 um were
piled up in this order from the surface, and the total thickness
after dried was 40 um.

65
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The films of Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative Example 4
were evaluated in the same manner as in Examples 1to 5 and
Comparative Examples 1 to 3. The results of the evaluation
are listed in Table 2.

Examples 6 to 8 satisfied Expression 1 and the evaluation
ranks of them were all 5. On the other hand, Comparative
Example 4 did not satisfy Expression 1 and the rank of it was
L.

Next, Examples 9 to 13 and Comparative Examples 5 to 7
are described. In Examples 9 to 13 and Comparative
Examples 5 to 7, the N value varied accompanied with the
depth from the surface of the film by spraying the plasticizer
to the film in common with Example 1 but the composition of
the dope was different from that in Example 1.

TABLE 3

N N N

(0-al) (a2-a3) al a2 a3 (0-al)) Re Evalu-

(x10%) (10 (um) (um) (m) (a2-03) (am) ation
Example 152 -0.34 2 1 15 -4.5 2 5
9
Example 1.21  -0.15 2 8 15 -8.1 1 4
10
Example  1.10  -0.28 3 10 18 -39 2 5
11
Example  0.67 -0.52 2 10 18 -13 1 5
12
Example  0.65  -0.10 3 6 18 -6.5 5 3
13
Com- 0.75 0.85 2 1 15 0.9 4 1
parative
Example
5
Com- =051  -0.18 2 8 15 2.8 2 2
parative
Example
6
Com- -0.14 0.98 3 6 15 -0.1 3 1
parative
Example
7

Example 9

Polymer 2

Methyl acrylate 12 parts by weight

Azobis(2-hydroxyethyl butylate)

2.4 parts by weight

Toluene 30 parts by weight

The above composition was polymerized, precipitated and
purified in the similar manner as in Polymer 1 to obtain
Polymer 2 having a weight average molecular weight of
2,000.

Dope Composition

Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)

100 parts by weight

Polymer 2 15 parts by weight

Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight

Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight

Ethanol 50 parts by weight

A dope was prepared form the above composition in the
same manner as in Example 1 and formed to a cellulose
triacetate film by casting the dope by the belt casting appara-
tus.

15

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

<Spraying of Plasticizer>

A methylene chloride solution of trimethylolpropane
tribenzoate was sprayed onto both sides of the above obtained
film for 30 minutes and then the temperature was raised by
150° C. and kept for 10 minutes.

Example 10

Example 10 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 9 except that the spraying time was changed to 25
seconds and then the temperature was raised 150° C. and kept
for 15 minutes.

Example 11

Example 11 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 9 except that the spraying time was changed to 20
seconds.

Example 12

Example 12 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 9 except that the spraying time was changed to 15
seconds.

Example 13

Example 13 was carried out in the same manner as in
Example 9 except that the spraying time was changed to 15
seconds and then the temperature was raised 150° C. and kept
for 15 minutes.

Comparative Example 5

Comparative Example 5 was carried out in the same man-
ner as in Example 9 except that Polymer 2 in the dope com-
position was replaced by 5 parts by weight of trimethylolpro-
pane tribenzoate.

Comparative Example 6

Comparative Example 6 was carried out in the same man-
ner as in Example 9 except that the amount of Polymer 2 in the
dope composition was changed to 2 parts by weight.

Comparative Example 7
Dope Composition

Cellulose triacetate (Substitution degree: 2.88)

100 parts by weight

Trimethylolpropane tribenzoate

10 parts by weight

Tinuvin 326 TINUVIN 326 (being a UV absorber pro-
duced by CIBA®) 2 parts by weight

Methylene chloride 475 parts by weight

Ethanol 50 parts by weight A dope was prepared form the
above composition in the same manner as in Example 1 and
formed to a Cellulose Triacetate Film 2 by casting the dope by
the belt casting apparatus.
<Spraying of Plasticizer>

A methylene chloride solution of Polymer 2 was sprayed
onto both sides of Cellulose Triacetate Film 2 for 30 minutes
and then the temperature was raised by 150° C. and kept for
10 minutes.

The values of N(0-al) and N(a2-a3) of the films of
Examples 9 to 13 and Comparative Examples 5 to 7 were
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measured. The measured results are listed in Table 3. For
measuring the values of N(0-al) and N(a2-a3), portions of
the film of from O pm to al um and from a2 pm to a3 pm from
the surface were sampled, respectively, and N,, N, and N, of
each of these portions were measured. The N/ N, and N, were
measured at a wavelength of 590 nm and in an atmosphere of
23° C. and 55% RH using the foregoing automatic birefrin-
gence meter.

Liquid crystal displays were constituted by applying each
of the films of Examples 9 to 13 and Comparative Examples
of 5 to 7 as the first transparent protective film 15 on the side
of the liquid crystal cell of the polarizing plate 6a and using a
film prepared by fixing a liquid crystal compound in an ori-
ented state on the optical film of Example 1 as the suppott to
make the values of Re, and Rt, to 210 nm and 3 nm, respec-
tively, as the second transparent protective film 1¢ on the
liquid crystal cell side of the polarizing plate 6¢. An image
displayed on each of thus obtained liquid crystal displays was
observed at an angle of 45° to the normal line of the front
surface of the liquid crystal display and at 360° around the
normal line. The degree of stability of the observed image
depending on the viewing angle was evaluating by ranking
into 5 ranks. The results are listed in Table 3. In “Evaluation”
in Table 3, 5 is the highest rank and the evaluation ranking is
lowered in order of 4, 3 and 2, and 1 is the lowest rank.

Examples 9 to 13 satisfied the following Expressions 2 and
3.

N(0to al)=N(a2 to a3) Expression 2

-10<N(0 to aly/N(a2to a3)<0 Expression 3

Therefore, Examples 9 to 13 gave all good evaluation rank
of 3 or more. Comparative Examples 5 and 6 did not satisfy
Expressions 2 and 3 and Comparative Example 7 did not
satisfy Expression 2 and the evaluation ranks of them were all
2 or less.

The values of retardation in plane Re of Examples of 9 to 13

were all within the range of from 0 nm to 5 nm. In the case of
the protective film for the polarizing plate of the liquid crystal
display driven in the IPS mode, the retardation in plane is
preferably from 0 to 10 nm and particularly suitable from 0 to
5 nm. Therefore, the films of Examples 9 to 13 were each
suitable for the protective film on the liquid crystal cell side of
one of the polarizing plate in the liquid crystal display driven
in the IPS mode. The retardation in thickness direction is
preferably from -5 nm to 5 nm and more preferably about -5
nm. The film having Re, of from 150 nm to 300 nm and Rt, of
from =20 nm to 20 nm was used as the second transparent
protective film.
Therefore, the liquid crystal display driven in the IPS mode
can be provided in which the light leaking in the oblique
direction can be considerably reduced and high contrast at
wide viewing angle can be obtained.

Examples 14 to 16 and Comparative Examples 8 and 9 are
described below.

TABLE 4

N (0) N (a)

(x10%)  (x10™%)  a(um) N(a)N(0) Evaluation
Example 14 1.71 -0.31 15 -0.2 5
Example 15 1.05 -0.50 15 -0.5 4
Example 16 0.06 -0.49 18 -8.2 4
Comparative 1.71 0.25 15 0.1 1
Example 8
Comparative -0.31 -0.25 15 0.8 2
Example 9
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Example 14

Example 14 was carried out in the same manner as
Example 3 except that the time for spraying the plasticizer
was changed to 45 seconds.

Example 15

Example 15 was carried out in the same manner as
Example 1 except that the time for spraying the plasticizer
was changed to 20 seconds.

Example 16

Example 16 was carried out in the same manner as
Example 1 except that the time for spraying the plasticizer
was changed to 90 seconds.

Comparative Example 8

Example 8 was carried out in the same manner as Com-
parative Example 2 except that the temperature was raised to
150° C. after the spraying the plasticizer and held for 30
minutes.

Comparative Example 9

Example 8 was carried out in the same manner as Com-
parative Example 3 except that the time for spraying the
plasticizer was changed to 60 seconds.

The values of N(0) and N(a) of the films of Examples 14 to
16 and Comparative Examples of 8 and 9 were measured. For
measuring the values of N(0) and N(a), portions of the film of
from O um to 0.5 pm and from (a-0.5) um to (a+0.5) pm from
the surface were sampled, respectively, and N, N, and N, of
eachof these portions were measured. The N , N, and N, were
measured at a wavelength of 590 nm and in an atmosphere of
23° C. and 55% RH using the foregoing automatic birefrin-
gence meter.

Liquid crystal displays were constituted by applying each
of the films of Examples 14 to 16 and Comparative Examples
of 8 and 9 as the first transparent protective film 15 on the side
of the liquid crystal cell of the polarizing plate 6a and using a
film having Rt, of 210 nm and Re, of 3 nm constituting by
providing a liquid crystal compound layer on the optical film
Of Example 1 as the second transparent protective film 1¢ on
the liquid crystal cell side ofthe polarizing plate 6¢. An image
displayed on each of thus obtained liquid crystal displays was
observed at an angle of 45° to the normal line of the front
surface of the liquid crystal display and at 360° around the
normal line. The degree of stability of the observed image
depending on the viewing angle was evaluating by ranking
into 5 ranks. The results are listed in Table 4. In “Evaluation”
in Table 3, 5 is the highest rank and the evaluation ranking is
lowered in order of 4, 3 and 2, and 1 is the lowest rank.

Examples 14 to 16 satisfied the conditions of the following
Expressions 4 and 5.

N(O)=Ma) Expression 4

-1=N0)N(a)<0 Expression 5

Therefore, Examples 14 to 16 gave all good evaluation rank
of 4 or more. Comparative Examples 8 did not satisfy Expres-
sion 5 and Comparative Example 9 did not satisfy Expres-
sions 4 and 5, and the evaluation ranks of them were all 2 or
less.

Examples 17 to 19 and Comparative Example 10 are
described below. The optical films of Examples 17 to 19 and
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Comparative Example 10 were prepared in the same manner
as the optical films of Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative
Example 4, respectively, except that the width of the film was
changed from 1800 mm to 2500 mm. Determination of the N
values were carried out at the center portion and the portions
50 mm inside from the left and right edges of each optical
film, using the optical films of Examples 17 to 19 and Com-
parative Example 10 together with the optical films of
Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative Example 4. The evaluation
of the liquid crystal display was carried out at the center
portion and the left and right edge portions of each optical
film. Table 5 summarizes the results obtained for the optical
films of Examples 6 to 8 and Comparative Example 4, and
Table 6 summarizes those of Examples 17 to 19 and Com-
parative Example 10. In Tables 5 and 6, AN represents the
difference between the N value at the center portion and the N
value at the left or right edge portion of the optical film. The
evaluation criteria of he liquid crystal display were the same
as described above.

TABLE 5
AN (a 1) AN (a2) Evaluation
Left  Right Left Right Teft Center Right
Example 6 -0.02  -0.01 -0.01 0.00 5 5 5
example 7 +0.01 0.00  +0.01 -0.01 5 5 5
Example 8 +0.01  -0.01 0.00  +0.01 5 5 5
Com- +0.22  +0.13 -0.2 +0.19 2 1 1
parative
Example 4
TABLE 6
AN (a ) AN (a2) Evaluation
Left Right Left Right ILeft Center Right
Example 17 000 +0.01 +0.01 0.00 5 5 5
example 18 -0.01 +0.01 0.00 +0.01 5 5 5
Example 18 -0.01 +0.01 0.00 -0.01 5 5 5
Com- +032 -0.13 -040  +0.39 2 1 1
parative
Example 10

Tables 5 and 6 revealed that, the optical film of the present
invention provides stable N values regardless of the positions
in the lateral direction of the optical film, even when the film
width becomes larger.

In the above examples, the case of producing the optical
film by the belt casting film forming apparatus is described,
but the film forming method is not limited to the belt casting
method and, for example, a drum casting method also can be
applied. FIG. 3 shows a schematic drawing of equipment of
the drum casting film forming method. A dope charged in a
mixing tank 21 is stirred and made uniform by a stirring wing
23. The dope 22 was transported by a pump 24 to a filtering
apparatus 25 for removing impurities and sent to casting die
26 in a constant flow rate, and cast in a casting drum 27. The
casting drum 27 is kept at a temperature of not more than 5°
C. by a thermal controlling apparatus 28. The dope is cooled
and dried for a time of not less than 5 seconds to form a gel
layer 30 having self holding ability. Accordingly, the surface
temperature of the casting drum 27 is preferably from -50° C.
to -=10° C. The cooled and solidified gel layer 30 is peeled off
by a peeling roller 31 and immediately conveyed into a tenter
32. On this occasion, the gel layer contains the solvent in an
amount of 200 to 300% by weight to the solid component. The
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gel layer is stepwise dried until the content of the solvent
becomes 100% by weight. The gel layer is held by the tenter
32 at the both side edges thereof and dried while applying
tension. The gel layer 30 is dried by heating while applying
the tension is output in a form of a film F. The film F is further
dried in a drying zone 35 having plural rollers 34 and cooled
while being conveyed in a cooling zone 36 by aroller 37. The
film output from the cooling zone 36 is conveyed by a roller
38 and, through a film checker 40, wound up by a winding
machine 39.

In the above examples, the method by exposing the film
surface to the atmosphere containing the plasticizer for per-
meating the plasticizer near the film surface and the method
by co-casting the plural kinds of dope are described as the
method for varying N value accompanied with the depth of
from the film surface. Other than the above methods, such the
purpose can be also attained by a method using a plasticizer
having high volatility and a method by rapidly drying the film
surface.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical film having an inner portion exhibiting an N
value defined by the following equation smaller than an N
value at a surface of the optical film:

N=(nx+ny)/2-nz,

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film, ny represents an in-
plane refractive index in a fast axis direction of the
optical film, and nz represent a refractive index in a
thickness direction of the optical film,

wherein the N value is calculated from the refractive indi-
ces nx, ny, and nz at a depth “a” from the surface of the
optical film,

wherein nx, ny, and nz at the depth “a” are measured by
cutting out a slice of the optical film of the depth range of
(a=0.5) pm to (a+0.5) um using an automatic birefrin-
gence meter, provided that, in the case of a=0.5 um, a
slice of a depth of 1 um from the surface of the optical
film is cut out to measure the refractive indices,

wherein the optical film meets the following conditions:

NOY=Ma);
~10=M(0)/N(a)<0; and

D<a=d/2, and

wherein
arepresents a depth from the surface of the optical film;
d represents a thickness of the optical film;
N(0) represents an N value at a depth 0 from the surface;
and
N(a) represents an N value at a depth a from the surface.
2. The optical film of claim 1, wherein Re value of the
optical film is 0 to 10 nm, Re representing an in-plane retar-
dation value defined by the following equation:

Re=(nx-ny)xd

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow

axis direction of the optical film; ny represents an in-

plane refractive index in a fast axis direction of the

optical film; and d represents a thickness of the optical
film.

3. The optical film of claim 1 comprising a cellulose ester.

4. The optical film of claim 3, wherein the optical film is

formed using a solution comprising at least one of the sol-

vents selected from the group consisting of an ether having 3

to 12 carbon atoms in the molecule, a ketone having 3 to 12
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carbon atoms in the molecule and an ester having 3 to 12
carbon atoms in the molecule.

5. The optical film of claim 1 comprising at least one of the
polymers selected from the group consisting of polynor-
bornene, polycarbonate, polyacrylate, polyester and polysul-
fone.

6. The optical film of claim 1, wherein the optical film is
produced by a solution casting method, and

wherein a width of the optical film is 1.4 to 4.0 m.

7. A method to produce an optical film comprising the steps
of: casting a dope comprising a polymer and a solvent on a
support to form a gel film having a self-standing nature; and
peeling the gel film from the support, forming the optical film
of claim 1.

8. A polarizing plate, comprising:

apolarizing film; and

transparent protective films provided on both surfaces of
the polarizing film, wherein one of the transparent pro-
tective films is the optical film of claim 1.

9. A liquid crystal display, comprising:

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

apair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates compris-
ing a polarizing film and transparent protective films
provided on both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein a transparent protective film of one of the polar-
izing plates is the optical film of claim 1, the transparent
protective film being provided closer to theliquid crystal
cell than the other transparent protective film.

10. The liquid crystal display of claim 9, wherein the liquid

crystal cell is driven by an IPS mode.

11. The liquid crystal display of claim 9, wherein the liquid
crystal cell is driven by a VA mode.

12. The liquid crystal display of claim 9, wherein the liquid
crystal cell is driven by an OCB mode.

13. A liquid crystal display, comprising:

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

a pair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates compris-
ing a polarizing film and transparent protective films
provided on both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein a first transparent protective film is the optical film
of claim 1, the first transparent protective film being
provided on a surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of
one of the pair of polarizing plates, and

wherein a second transparent protective film exhibits an
in-plane retardation value: Re2, represented by the fol-
lowing equation, of 150 to 300 nm, and a retardation
value in the thickness direction: Rt2, represented by the
following equation, of —20 to 20 nm, the second trans-
parent protective film being provided on a surface closer
to the liquid crystal cell of the other polarizing plate:

Re2=(nx2-ny2)xd2, and

R2=((nx2+ny2)/2-nz)xd2

wherein
nx2 represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow axis
direction of the second transparent protective film,
ny?2 represent an in-plane refractive index in a fast axis
direction of the second transparent protective film,
n7z2 represent a refractive index in a thickness direction
of the second transparent protective film, and
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d2 represents a thickness of the second transparent pro-
tective film.

14. A liquid crystal display, comprising;

a liquid crystal cell comprising a liquid crystal layer and a
pair of substrates provided on both surfaces of the liquid
crystal layer; and

a pair of polarizing plates provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal cell, each of the polarizing plates compris-
ing a polarizing film and transparent protective films
provided on both surfaces of the polarizing film,

wherein a first transparent protective film is the optical film
of claim 1, the first transparent protective film being
provided on a surface closer to the liquid crystal cell of
one of the pair of polarizing plates,

wherein a second transparent protective film exhibits an
in-plane retardation value Re2 represented by the fol-
lowing equation of 150 to 300 nm, and a retardation
value in the thickness direction Rt2 represented by the
following equation of -20 to 20 nm, the second trans-
parent protective film being provided on a surface closer
to the liquid crystal cell of the other polarizing plate, and

wherein the second transparent protective film comprises
the optical film of claim 1 as a substrate having thereon
a liquid crystal compound, the orientation of the liquid
crystal compound being fixed:

Re2=(nx2-ny2)xd2, and

RE2=((nx2+ny2)/2-nz)xd2

wherein
nx2 represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow axis
direction of the second transparent protective film,
ny?2 represent an in-plane refractive index in a fast axis
direction of the second transparent protective film,
nz2 represent a refractive index in a thickness direction
of the second transparent protective film, and
d2 represents a thickness of the second transparent pro-
tective film.
15. An optical film having an inner portion exhibiting an N
value defined by the following equation smaller than an N
value at a surface of the optical film:

N=(nx+ny)/2-nz,

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film, ny represents an in-
plane refractive index in a fast axis direction of the
optical film, and nz represents a refractive index in a
thickness direction of the optical film;

an N value is calculated from the refractive indices nx, ny,
and nz at depth “a” from the surface of the optical film;
and

nx, ny, and nz at depth “a” are measured by cutting out a
slice of the optical film of the depth range of a-0.5 pm to
a+0.5 pm using an automatic birefringence meter,

provided that, in the case of a=0.5 um, a slice of a depth of
1 um from the surface of the optical film was cutout to
measure the refractive indices,

wherein the optical film meets the following conditions:

N(O-al)>N(a2-a3),
0<ql=a2=a3=d/2, and

-10<N(0-al)/N(a2-a3)<0, and

wherein
al, a2 and a3 each represent a depth from the surface of
the optical film while 0 represents a depth of the
surface, d represents a thickness of the optical film,
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N(0-al) represents an average N value in a depth
range of 0 to al from the surface, and N(a2-a3) rep-
resents an average N value in a depth range of a2 to a3
from the surface.
16. An optical film having an inner portion exhibiting a first
N value and a second N value defined by the following equa-
tion smaller than an N value at a surface of the optical film:

N=(nx+ny)/2-nz,

wherein nx represents an in-plane refractive index in a slow
axis direction of the optical film, ny represents an in-
plane refractive index in a fast axis direction of the
optical film, and nz represent a refractive index in a
thickness direction of the optical film;

the first N value and the second N value are calculated from
the refractive indices nx, ny, and nz at depth “a” from the
surface of the optical film; and
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nx, ny, and nz at depth “a” are measured by cutting out a
slice of the optical film of the depth range of a-0.5 pm to
a+0.5 um using an automatic birefringence meter, pro-
vided that, in the case of a=0.5 um, a slice of a depth of
1 um from the surface of the optical film was cutout to
measure the refractive indices,
wherein
a thickness of the optical film is not less than 15 pum,
the first N valueis in a depth range of more than 0 but less
than 5 pm from the surface of the optical film and is 0
to 5x107%, and

the second N value is in a depth range of 5 pm or more
from the surface of the optical film and is -5x10~* to
0.
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