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(57) ABSTRACT

A backlight unit includes a plurality of fluorescent lamps
divided into a plurality of groups of fluorescent lamps
arranged in parallel, each group including at least two fluo-
rescent lamps, and a plurality of inverters electrically con-
nected with the plurality of fluorescent lamps by respectively
corresponding to the plurality of groups of fluorescent lamps.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 2
Related Art
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BACKLIGHT UNIT OF LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY DEVICE AND METHOD FOR
DRIVING THE SAME

The present invention claims the benefit of Korean Appli-
cation No. P2003-084545, filed on Nov. 26, 2003, which is
hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
(LCD) device, and more particularly, to a backlight unit for an
LCD and amethod for driving the same. Although the present
invention is suitable for a wide scope of applications, it is
particularly suitable for increasing the life-span of a lamp of
the backlight unit and reducing fabrication costs.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Generally, a cathode ray tube (CRT) device, which is one
type of flat display devices, has been widely used as monitors
for a television, a measuring apparatus, and an information
terminal. However, the CRT device does not have charactet-
istics of compact size and lightweight. Thus, the display
devices such as an LCD device using an electric field optical
effect, a plasma display panel (PDP) using a gas discharge,
and an electroluminescence display (ELD) device using an
electric field luminous effect have been developed to substi-
tute the CRT device. Among these display devices, since the
LCD device is power-efficient, slim and lightweight, the LCD
device has been most extensively researched and developed
as monitors for desktop computers (or personal computers)
and large sized display devices, as well as laptop computers
(or notebook computers). Accordingly, the LCD devices have
recently been in great demand.

Most LCD devices control the light transmittance from
ambient light to display an image. In this respect, it is neces-
sary to form an additional light source, such as a backlight
unit, in an LCD panel. The backlight unit severs as a light
source of the LCD device and is usually classified into a direct
type and an edge type depending upon the location of a
fluorescent lamp.

In the edge type backlight unit, a lamp unitis provided ata
lateral side of a light-guiding plate. The lamp unit includes a
fluorescent lamp, a lamp holder inserted to both ends of the
fluorescent lamp to hold the fluorescent lamp, and a reflective
sheet reflecting light emitted from the fluorescent lamp to the
light-guiding plate. The edge type backlight unit is generally
installed in small sized LCD devices such as monitors of
laptop computers and desktop computers, since the edge type
backlight is advantageous in a light uniformity, a long life-
span, and a thin profile of the LCD device.

With increasing demands for large-sized LCD devices of
20-inch or more, the direct type backlight unit is actively
developed, in which a plurality of lamps are arranged in one
line on a lower surface of a light-diffusion sheet, so that the
entire surface of the LCD panel is directly illuminated with
light from the lamps. The direct type backlight unit has
greater light efficiency than that of the edge-type backlight
unit, and is suitable for the large-sized LCD device that
requires high luminance. That is, the LCD device of the direct
type backlight unit is generally installed in the large-sized
monitor or the television. The large-sized monitor or the
television is usually driven for a long time, and has a plurality
of lamps, whereby it tends to have the lamps being turned off.
In the direct type LCD device, a plurality of lamps are
installed underneath the screen. Accordingly, if one of the
lamps is turned off due to troubles of the lamp or the end of the
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lamp life, a screen portion corresponding to the turned-off
lamp portion becomes darker as compared with surrounding
portions of the screen. In this respect, it is necessary for the
directtype LCD device to have a simple structure suitable for
readily disassemble and assemble of the lamp unit.

Hereinafter, a related art backlight unit will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings. FIG. 1 is a
perspective view of a related art direct type backlight unit for
an LCD device. FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a fluorescent
lamp and a connector of the related art direct type backlight
unitin FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a concept view schematically explain-
ing a scanning driving method according to the related art.

As shown in FIG. 1, the related art backlight unit includes
a plurality of fluorescent lamps 1, an outer case 3 for accom-
modating the plurality of fluorescent lamps 1, and light-scat-
tering means 5a, 5b and Sc. The plurality of fluorescent lamps
1 are arranged at fixed intervals along one direction and fixed
in the outer case 3. Then, the light-scattering means 5a, 55 and
5c¢ are provided between the fluorescent lamps 1 and an LCD
panel (not shown) to prevent a silhouette of the fluorescent
lamps 1 from being reflected on a display surface of the LCD
panel and to realize uniform luminance. To improve the light-
scattering effect, a plurality of diffusion sheets and one dif-
fusion plate are arranged between the fluorescent lamps 1 and
the LCD panel. Also, a reflective sheet 7 is arranged inside the
outer case 3 for concentrating the light emitted from the
fluorescent lamps 1 to the display part of the LCD panel,
thereby improving light efficiency.

Referring to FIG. 2, the fluorescent lamp 1 is a cold cathode
fluorescent lamp (CCFL). Inside the fluorescent lamp 1, there
are two electrodes 2 and 2a respectively mounted at two ends
of the fluorescent lamp 1. As shown in FIG. 1, the both ends
of the fluorescent lamp 1 are inserted into both sides of the
outer case 3. Also, power supplying wires 9 and 94 are con-
nected with the electrodes 2 and 2a of the fluorescent lamp 1
so as to provide the power for driving the fluorescent lamp 1.
The power supplying wires 9 and 9a are also connected with
a driving circuit by an additional connector 11. Thus, each
fluorescent lamp 1 requires the additional connector 11. That
is, the power supplying wire 9 connected to the electrode 2
and the power supplying wire 9¢ connected to the electrode
2a areboth connected to the connector 11. Moreover, any one
of the power supplying wires 9 and 9a is curved to the lower
side of the outer case 3 for being connected with the connector
11.

However, in the related art backlight unit, the connector is
connected with the power supplying wires of the fluorescent
lamp, to be in contact with the driving circuit. Thus, each
fluorescent lamp requires an individual connector. For this
reason, the structure of the wires is complicated, and opera-
tion efficiency is lowered, because the power supplying wires
are curved for being connected with the connector to decrease
a thickness of the backlight unit. Also, it requires the addi-
tional process, thereby increasing a fabrication time and low-
ering a vield. In addition, a hole passing through the outer
case is formed to connect the electrode with the connector,
and the both electrodes of the fluorescent lamp are inserted to
the hole to be exposed to the outside of the outer case. As a
result, the operation efficiency is lowered, and maintenance
and repair of the fluorescent lamp become difficult.

Further, unlike the CRT that is driven in a pulse type, the
LCD device is driven in a hold type, so that the LCD device
may have a problem of a motion blur generated due to over-
lapped images between frames on displaying a moving pic-
ture. In order to overcome this problem, as shown in FIG. 3,
abacklight unit driven in a scanning method using CCFLs 30
is developed, which is an applied pulse type driving method
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of the CRT by sequentially turning on/off the plurality of
CCFLs 30 by a video signal, thereby enhancing the charac-
teristics of the moving picture.

However, as described above, when the backlight unit
employs the CCFLs 30, each of the CCFLs 30 requires an
individual inverter (31a, 315, 31c, . . ., or 31n), thereby
increasing fabrication costs. Also, since the CCFLs 30 are
repetitively turned on/off, hydrargyrum (Hg) is exhausted due
to a sputtering phenomenon caused in the internal electrode,
thereby shortening the life-span of the CCFLs 30.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a back-
light unit and a method for driving the same that substantially
obviates one or more problems due to limitations and disad-
vantages of the related art.

An object of the present invention is to provide a backlight
unit, whichis capable of increasing the life-span ofa lamp and
reducing fabrication costs by decreasing the number of
inverters.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
method for driving the backlight, which is capable of increas-
ing the life-span of a lamp and reducing fabrication costs by
decreasing the number of inverters.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure par-
ticularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accor-
dance with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and
broadly described, the backlight unit includes a plurality of
fluorescent lamps divided into a plurality of groups of fluo-
rescent lamps arranged in parallel, each group including at
least two fluorescent lamps; and a plurality of inverters elec-
trically connected with the plurality of fluorescent lamps by
respectively corresponding to the plurality of groups of fluo-
rescent lamps.

In another aspect, the backlight unit includes a plurality of
fluorescent lamps connected in parallel along one direction;
an inverter to apply a driving voltage to the plurality of fluo-
rescent lamps; and a switching part provided between the
plurality of fluorescent lamps and the inverter to switch the
driving voltage applied to the plurality of fluorescent lamps
from the inverter.

In another aspect, the method for driving a backlight unit
includes dividing a plurality of fluorescent lamps provided
along one direction into a plurality of groups of fluorescent
lamps, each group including at least one fluorescent lamp;
and sequentially driving the plurality of fluorescent lamps by
group.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
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embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is an expended perspective view of a direct type
backlight unit for an LCD device according to the related art;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a fluorescent lamp and a
connector of the related art direct type backlight unit in FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is a concept view schematically explaining a scan-
ning driving method in a backlight unit having cold cathode
fluorescent lamps (CCFLs) according to the related art;

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of a fluorescent lamp employed
in abacklight unit of an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a plane view of a backlight unit according to an
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 6 is a plane view of a backlight unit according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

Hereinafter, a backlight unit of an LCD device and a
method for driving the same according to the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view of an external electrode fluo-
rescent lamp (EEFL) 40 of an embodiment of the present
invention. The EEFL 40 includes a cylindrical tube 41, and
two external electrodes 42a and 425 that are externally
mounted at two ends of the tube 41. Also, a fluorescent sub-
stance (not shown) is coated on an inner side of the tube 41.

FIG. 5 is a plane view of a backlight unit according to an
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 5, a
plurality of EEFLs 40 are provided in parallel along one
direction, wherein the plurality of EEFLs 40 are divided into
a plurality of groups, each group having at least the two
adjacent EEFLs 40 arranged in parallel. Also, a plurality of
inverters S1a, 515, 51¢, . . . , and 5 in are provided to corre-
spond to the respective groups of EEFLs 40, such that, in this
embodiment, each inverter corresponds to each group of the
two EEFLs 40. Also, the electrodes 42a and 424 are provided
at the two ends of each EEFL 40, and are electrically con-
nected with the corresponding inverter 51a, 5156, 51¢, ..., and
51z. That is, in this embodiment, one of inverters S1a, 515,
5lc, . . ., and 51z is electrically connected with every two
EEFLs 40.

The backlight unit of FIG. 5 may be suitable for a scanning
driving method. That is, for the plurality of EEFLs 40, every
two adjacent EEFLs 40 are formed as one group, thereby
creating the plurality of groups of the EEFLs 40. In this
exemplary arrangement, one inverter is connected with one
group of the two adjacent EEFLs 40, so that the plurality of
groups of EEFLs 40 are driven individually, thereby realizing
the scanning driving method.

Accordingly, every group of two EEFLs 40 requires one
inverter, and as a result, the number of inverters can be
decreased as compared with the related art backlight umt
using CCFLs in which one inverter corresponds to one fluo-
rescent lamp. In the backlight unit of FIG. 5, one group
consists of the EEFLs 40. However, the present application is
not limited to this, and each group may include more than two
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fluorescent lamps depending upon the total number of fluo-
rescent lamps and the scanning effect.

In the backlight unit according to the embodiment of
present invention, the EEFLs 40 are divided into the plurality
of groups that are separately turned on/off by a video signal of
the LCD device, thereby enhancing the quality of moving
picture.

In addition, as compared with a CRT driven in an impulse
method, the LCD device may have a motion blur on display-
ing a moving picture since the LCD device is driven in a hold
method. In order to overcome this problem, the EEFLs 40 of
the backlight unit are divided into the plurality of groups. In
this arrangement, it is possible to minimize the motion blur to
enhance the quality of moving picture by using a scanning
method, such that the groups of the fluorescent lamps are
separately and sequentially turned on/off, to display virtual
data during a predetermined time period of turning on the
fluorescent lamps, and not to display virtual data during a
predetermined time period of turning off the fluorescent
lamps.

FIG. 6 is a plane view of a backlight unit according to
another embodiment of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 6, a plurality of external EEFLs 40 are arranged in
parallel along one direction, and the external electrodes 42a
and 425 are mounted at two ends of each EEFL 40. Also, the
external electrodes 42a and 425 are connected with one
inverter 61, and a switching part 62 is provided between the
inverter 61 and the external electrodes 42a provided at one
end ofthe EEFL 40. The switching part includes a plurality of
switches S1-S6 for turning on/off a power applied to the
respective external electrodes 42a of the EEFLs 40. In other
words, each of the plurality of switches S1-S6 is arranged in
one-to-one correspondence with the external electrode 42a,
so that the EEFLs 40 can be turned on/off by controlling the
switches S1-S6 according to an LCD video signal, thereby
enhancing the quality of moving pictures.

FIG. 6 shows an example of turning off the third and fourth
EEFLs 40 by turning off the corresponding third and fourth
switches S3 and S4, and turning on the remaining EEFLs 40
by turning on the first, second, fifth and sixth switches S1, S2,
S5 and S6, at one point during driving the backlight unit
according to this embodiment of the present invention.

The backlight unit of FIG. 6 is suitable for the scanning
driving method. That is, the plurality of fluorescent lamps 40
may be divided into the groups, each group including at least
one EEFL 40. Thus, the EEFLs 40 are driven by group
according to the operation of the switches S1-S6, thereby
realizing the scanning driving method.

As mentioned above, the backlight unit and the method for
driving the same according to embodiments of the present
invention have the following advantages. Unlike the related
art backlight unit using the CCFL, in the backlight unit
according to the embodiments of the present invention, the
number of inverters can be reduced, and therefore the fabri-
cation expenses can be saved.
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Further, since the backlight unit of the embodiments has
the electrodes provided outside of the EEFL, it is possible to
prevent a sputtering phenomenon caused in the electrode of
the related art CCFL, thereby increasing the life-span of the
lamps of the backlight unit. Also, with the decrease in the
number of inverters, the scanning driving method can be
realized effectively.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the backlight unit
for an LCD and the method of driving the backlight of the
present invention without departing from the spiritor scope of
the inventions. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
cover the modifications and variations of this invention pro-
vided they come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A backlight unit for a liquid crystal display (LCD)
device, comprising:

a plurality of fluorescent lamps connected in parallel along

one direction;

a single inverter directly connected to each of the plurality
of fluorescent lamps to independently apply a driving
voltage to the plurality of fluorescent lamps; and

a switching part disposed between the plurality of fluores-
cent lamps and the inverter, to apply the driving voltage
applied by switching from the inverter to the plurality of
fluorescent lamps,

wherein the switching part includes a plurality of switches,
each of the plurality of switches is arranged in one-to-
one correspondence with each of the plurality of fluc-
rescent lamps and the switching part separately turns
on/off the plurality of fluorescent lamps based on input
video signals to the LCD device.

2. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the plurality of

fluorescent lamps are external electrode fluorescent lamps.

3. The backlight unit of claim 2, wherein each of the plu-
rality of the external electrode fluorescent lamps includes two
external electrodes.

4. The backlight unit of claim 3, wherein the two external
electrodes are mounted at two ends of each of the plurality of
fluorescent lamps.

5. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the switching part
separately turns on/off the plurality of fluorescent lamps to
display virtual data during a predetermined time period of
turning on the fluorescent lamps, and not to display virtual
data during a predetermined time period of turning off the
fluorescent lamps.

6. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the switching part
sequentially turns on one or adjacent some fluorescent lamps
ofthe plurality of fluorescent lamps during an operation of the
LCD device.
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