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1
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
device which incorporates a peripheral circuit and which is
designed to receive a digital signal input.

A conventional technique for production of multi-
gradation display for a liquid crystal display device is, for
example, disclosed in JP-A-5-333817 (1993).

FIGS. 16A through 16D of the accompanying drawings
are views which may be used to illustrate a principle of
operation of a D/A conversion circuit which is driven with
less reference voltages than the number of gradations to be
output, in accordance with the technique disclosed in the
above-referenced patent document. With this D/A conver-
sion circuit, five gradation voltages are generated at an
output VX from two reference voltages VA and VB.

In the drawings, a switch 91 is a low resistance switch and
a switch 92 is a high resistance switch. In the D/A conver-
sion circuit, through control of the switches 91 and 92 as
shown in FIGS. 16A through 16D, voltages formed by
equally dividing the reference voltages VA and VB by four
are outputted with respect to the lowest two bits (D1, DO) of
input signal representing gradations to be displayed.

By making use of the circuit arrangement as shown in
FIGS. 16A through 16D, the D/A conversion circuit can be
driven with less reference voltages than the number of
gradations to be outputted. Further, by reducing the number
of low resistance switches, which require a large area on a
semiconductor chip, the area occupied by a driving circuit is
reduced, and, thus, the non-display area in the liquid crystal
display device can be reduced.

However, with respect to the conventional technique
disclosed in the above-referenced patent document, when
the D/A conversion circuit is constituted by parallel circuits
of high resistance switches and low resistance switches for
more than two reference voltages, the output resistance of
the D/A conversion circuit varies depending on the input
signals representing gradations to be displayed.

Further, at the output portion of the D/A conversion
circuit, load capacitances exist, including an OFF capaci-
tance and an ON capacitance, formed by the switches
constituting the D/A conversion circuit and the capacitance
of a drain line, therefore, these capacitances also need to be
driven. Further, these capacitances are independent from the
input signals representing gradations to be displayed and are
substantially invariable.

When the D/A conversion circuit drives such a capaci-
tance load, a short voltage or a yet attainable margin defined
by an attenuation characteristic approximated by a primary
order exponential function is induced in the output voltage
with respect to a varying input voltage. FIG. 17 is a graph
representing the relationship between short voltage/varying
input voltage and conversion time. In FIG. 17, the abscissa
represents the D/A conversion time and the ordinate repre-
sents the short voltage/varying input voltage as a logarithm.
The inclination of the attenuation is determined by a product
of the load capacitance and the output resistance and varies
depending on the output resistance. FIG. 17 illustrates the
difference in attenuation when the output resistance shows
the maximum value (R max) and the minimum value (R
min), and, as will be observed from the drawing, the two
inclinations of attenuation are different. For this reason,
although the absolute value of the short voltage decreases in
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2

dependance on the lapse of the D/A conversion time, the
relative ratios of short voltages/varying input voltages when
the output resistances are large and small increase in contrast
thereto.

In the above instance, when it is assumed that an allow-
able short voltage is, for example, about 16 mV for a typical
varying input voltage of about 8V, it was necessary in a
conventional liquid crystal display device to set a conversion
time lower limit Tc and the maximum value Rmax of the
switch ON resistance so that the ratio of the short voltage
assumes a value below 0.002.

On the other hand, in order to achieve a high resolution,
it is necessary to shorten the D/A conversion time as much
as possible. However, when there is, for example, a two
times difference between the maximum value Rmax and the
minimum value Rmin of the output resistance of the D/A
conversion circuit, the inclinations of the straight lines
become double. In this instance, the ratio of the short voltage
0.002 as it is for the maximum resistance Rmax at the D/A
conversion lower limit Tc roughly corresponds to the
unevenness or variation of the short voltage, in that it is 16
mV. Since the unevenness in the short voltage appears
depending on the gradations, if the D/A conversion time is
shortened from the D/A conversion lower limit Tc, this may
lead to deterioration of the picture quality because of voltage
interval variation between adjacent gradations.

Further, in order to achieve a multi-gradation display, it is
required to decrease the unevenness of the short voltage,
however, for fulfilling such a requirement, it is necessary to
prolong the D/A conversion time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a liquid
crystal display device in which the output resistance of a
D/A conversion circuit is kept at a constant value regardless
of the gradations to be displayed. With this measure even
when the D/A conversion circuit is operated near the D/A
conversion time lower limit Tc or with a further slightly
shorter conversion time with the result that a short voltage
is induced, the voltage interval between the adjacent grada-
tions is hardly varied, because the short voltages between the
adjacent gradations are approximated to each other, and a
possible deterioration of the picture quality hardly occurs.
Thereby, the picture quality is improved and a multi-
gradation display can easily be achieved. Further, the con-
version time in the D/A conversion circuit can be shortened,
and a high resolution can also be achieved.

A liquid crystal display device according to the present
invention comprises a pair of substrates at least one of which
is transparent, a liquid crystal layer sandwiched between the
substrates, a display region and a peripheral circuit for
driving the display region, both of which are mounted on
one of the pair of substrates. The display region is formed by
a plurality of drain lines and a plurality of gate lines arranged
in a matrix shape, and a plurality of thin film transistors are
each disposed near the respective cross points of the matrix.
The peripheral circuit is provided with a driving circuit
which is signed to receive digital image signal inputs. The
driving circuit is provided with a plurality of D/A conversion
circuits, each being constituted by a plurality of switches,
each having substantially the same ON resistance, and a
control unit which controls ON and OFF operation of the
switches in such a manner that, at the time of a D/A
conversion operation, a plurality of switches in a corre-
sponding number are turned ON for respective input signals
representing respective gradations.
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In the above-described liquid crystal display device, the
D/A conversion circuit can be constituted by a plurality of
switch groups, each being constituted by a plurality of
switches connected in parallel. One of the terminals of each
of the respective switch groups is respectively connected to
different wiring lines for supplying respectively different
reference voltages, the other terminals of the switch groups
are connected in common to constitute a voltage output
portion, and the control unit operates to turn ON a prede-
termined number n of switches among one or two of the
switch groups.

Further, it is preferable to maintain the following rela-
tionship with respect to a range of unevenness of the ON
resistance of the switches;

HR<2/n

wherein, R represents a center value of ON resistances of the
switches, r represents the difference between the maximum
value and the minimum value of the ON resistances of the
switches and n represents the number of switches being
turned ON at the same time, as referred to above.

Still further, when assuming that the number of switch
groups is m and the voltage at the voltage output portion
varies in Z steps, it is preferable that one of the switch
groups is constituted by (n-1) switches and each of the
remaining (m-1) switch groups is constituted by n switches,
wherein both (m-1) and n are a power of 2 and a relationship
of Z=(m-1)x n is maintained.

Still further, it is preferable that the control unit operates
to turn ON all of the switches belonging to one switch group
in an early stage of the D/A conversion time.

Still further, between the D/A conversion circuit and the
drain lines, a distribution circuit can be provided which
distributes the output voltages of the D/A conversion circuit
to a plurality of drain lines.

Still further, a pre-charge circuit can be provided which
applies a voltage to the drain lines for every horizontal one
line period.

Moreover, in the above variety of arrangements, the
switch, can be constituted either by a single thin film
transistor or by a parallel connection of a plurality of thin
film transistors, the source electrodes and drain electrodes of
which are respectively connected in common or by series
connection of a thin film transistor and a resistor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display device
representing a first embodiment according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic circuit diagram showing a D/A
conversion circuit used in the FIG. 1 embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
performed in a control circuit in the D/A conversion circuit
in the FIG. 1 embodiment;

FIGS. 4A through 4D are diagrams which may be used to
illustrated the manner of voltage generation in a D/A con-
version circuit in a liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention,

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a case in which an error
voltage maximizes in the D/A conversion circuit in the
liquid crystal display device according to the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are diagrams showing the resistances in
switch groups in a case in which an error voltage maximizes
in the D/A conversion circuit in the liquid crystal display
device according to the present invention;
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FIG. 7 is a diagram showing another exemplary operation
performed in a control circuit in the D/A conversion circuit
in the FIG. 1 embodiment;

FIG. 8 is an equivalent circuit diagram of a switch
constituting a D/A conversion circuit in a liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention;

FIG. 9 is another equivalent circuit diagram of a switch
for constituting a D/A conversion circuit in a liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention;

FIG. 10 is still another equivalent circuit diagram of a
switch for constituting a D/A conversion circuit in a liquid
crystal display device according to the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display
device representing a second embodiment according to the
present invention;

FIG. 12 is a schematic circuit diagram of a distribution
circuit used in the FIG. 11 embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an exemplary operation
performed in a control circuit in the D/A conversion circuit
in the FIG. 11 embodiment;

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing another exemplary opera-
tion performed in a control circuit in the D/A conversion
circuit in the FIG. 11 embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display
device representing a third embodiment according to the
present invention;

FIGS. 16A through 16D are diagrams which may be used
to illustrate an operating principle of a D/A conversion
circuit in a conventional liquid crystal display device; and

FIG. 17 is a diagram for explaining a manner of change
of short voltages with respect to conversion time when
output resistances in a D/A conversion circuit differ.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the constitution of a liquid
crystal display device representing a first embodiment of the
present invention. As illustrated in the drawing, on the
surface of an insulating substrate 1 in the liquid crystal
display device, a display region 2, a drain driver 3 and a gate
driver 4 are provided.

The display region 2 is constituted by drain lines DL and
gate lines SL, which are arranged in a matrix shape, and
pixel TFTs (Thin Film Transistors) 5 and display electrodes
PX, which are arranged for every intersection point of the
drain lines DL and the gate lines SL.

Further, in FIG. 1, in order to facilitate understanding of
the constitution of the liquid crystal display device, only two
drain lines DL and two gate lines SL are illustrated.
However, in an actual liquid crystal display device, for
example, of VGA type (Video Graphic Array) having 640x
480xRGB (Red, Green, Blue) pixels, the number of the gate
lines SL is 480 and the number of drain lines DL is 1920.

The drain driver 3 is constituted by TETs and is provided
with D/A conversion circuits DAL through DA4. To one
drain line DL, a pair of D/A conversion circuits, for
example, DAL and DA2, are connected, and to the pair of
D/A conversion circuits DA1 and DAZ2, reference voltage
distribution lines VA1 through VAS and VBI1 through VB35
are respectively connected.

To the reference voltage distribution lines VA1 through
VAS, reference voltages in a higher range of the liquid
crystal drive voltage are supplied, and to the reference
voltage distribution lines VB1 through VBS, reference volt-
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ages in a lower range of the liquid crystal drive voltage are
supplied. When generating voltages in the higher range of
liquid crystal drive voltage at the drain line DL, the D/A
conversion circuits DA2 and DA4 are operated, and when
generating voltages in the lower range of the liquid crystal
drive voltage at the drain line DL, the D/A conversion
circuits DA1 and DA3 are operated. Thereby, the liquid
crystal panel is AC-driven.

The gate driver 4 is constituted by TFTs and is connected,
to all of the gate lines SL.. The gate driver 4 turns ON a pixel
TFT 5 connected to a specific gate line SL and determines
a display electrode PX which samples a voltage at the drain
line DL.

Now, the circuit arrangement of the D/A conversion
circuits DA1 through DA4 will be explained.

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram showing a circuit arrangement
of one of the D/A conversion circuits DA1 through DA4, for
example, DA1. The D/A conversion circuit DA1 is a circuit
with 4 bit inputs and 16 gradation outputs. Of course, the
number of bits and gradations of the D/A conversion circuit
is not limited to these specific numbers.

As illustrated in the drawing, the D/A conversion circuit
DA is constituted by switches S1 through S19 and a control
circuit CTL which controls ON and OFF operation of the
switches S1 through S19.

The switches S1 through S4 are connected in parallel by
connecting respective input and output terminals in common
and constitute a switch group SG1. Similarly, the switches
S5 through S8 constitute a switch group SG2, the switches
S9 through S12 constitute a switch group SG3, the switches
S13 through S16 constitute a switch group SG4 and the
switches S17 through S19 constitute a switch group SGS.

Input terminals of the switch groups SG1 through SGS are
respectively connected to reference voltage input terminals
VO through V4, and all of the output terminals of the switch
groups SG1 through SGS are connected in common and are
connected to an output terminal Vout.

Further, the switches S1 through S19 are connected to
output terminals Y1 through Y19 of the control circuit CTL.
The outputs from the output terminals Y1 through Y19 are
binary logic signals through which the ON and OFF opera-
tion of the switches S1 through S19 are controlled.

To the control circuit CTL 4, bit data signals and an output
enable signal EN (not shown) are inputted. The control
circuit CTL varies the outputs at the output terminals Y1
through Y19 according to image signals inputted to the 4 bit
data signal lines and the output enable signal EN, and
thereby controls ON/OFF operation of the switches S1
through S19.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing an example of the operation
of the control circuit CTL. As illustrated in the drawing,
when the input signal data is 0, the control circuit CTL
outputs signals to the output terminals Y1 through Y19 to
turn ON switches S1 through S4 and turn OFF all of the
other switches, whereas, when the input signal data is 1, the
control circuit CTL outputs signals to the output terminals
Y1 through Y19 to turn ON the switches S2 through S5 and
turn OFF all of the other switches. Namely, when the input
signal data is k (k=0-15), the control circuit CTL outputs
signals to the output terminals Y1 through Y19 to turn ON
specific ones of four successive switches Sk+1 through Sk+4
and to turn OFF all of the other remaining switches.

Further, the above operations occur when the output
enable signal EN=1, however, when EN=0, the control
circuit CTL outputs signals to the output terminals Y1
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6

through Y19 to turn OFF all of the switches S1 through S19.
Thereby, the output terminal Vout is cut off from the
reference voltages and the function of the D/A conversion
circuit is inhibited. As illustrated in FIG. 1, since a pair of
D/A conversion circuits are connected to a single drain line
DL, by alternately operating the two D/A conversion circuits
using the output enable signal EN, the voltage supplied to
the drain line is alternated between the higher and lower
ranges.

Now, a relationship between input signal Data, output
voltage and output resistance in the D/A conversion circuits
DAI1 through DA4 will be explained.

FIGS. 4A through 4D are diagrams illustrating the rela-
tionship between input signal data, output voltage and
output resistance in the D/A conversion circuits DAl
through DA4, wherein the ON resistance value of one switch
is assumed as R. When the output signal data represents
multiples of 4, namely, 4xk (k=[0, 1, 2, 3]), Vk and Vout are
connected by four switches connected in parallel as shown
in FIG. 4A. The voltage Vout assumes the value Vk, and the
output resistance of Vout is R/4.

When the output signal data are not multiples of 4, in that
4xk+j (k=[0, 1, 2, 3], j=[1, 2, 3]), the voltage Vout assumes
a value determined by dividing Vk and Vk+1 by a resistance
as illustrated in FIGS. 4B through 4D to assume Vout={(4-
xVk+jxV(k+1)}¥4. The output resistance of Vout in these
instances also gives R/4.

Namely, at the output terminal Vout, voltages determined
by equally dividing the two reference voltages into four are
generated, therefore, each of the D/A conversion circuits
DAI1 through DA4 can generate 16 gradation voltages from
the five reference voltages, in other words, they can generate
more gradation voltages than the number of reference volt-
ages. Further, in these instances, the output resistance of the
D/A conversion circuit is reduced to R/4 which is smaller
than the ON resistance of a single switch. Still further, the
output resistance of the respective D/A conversion circuits
always is R/4 regardless of the input signals representing
gradations to be displayed.

When the ON resistance values of the switches constitut-
ing the D/A conversion circuits DA1 through DA4 vary due
to errors during manufacture thereof, error voltages are
induced. These error voltages may cause a gradation inver-
sion in the display image of the liquid crystal display device,
and deteriorate the image quality. Herein, the term gradation
inversion implies a phenomena in which an inverted portion
is generated in a relationship between dark and bright with
regard to the gradation to be displayed.

An instance when such an error voltage is maximized is
represented by the following case illustrated in FIG. 5, in
which a half number of switches n/2 in two switch groups
each constituted by n switches are turned ON, and the ON
resistance of one of the two switch groups assumes a
minimum value and the other of the two switch groups
assumes a maximum value.

‘When assuming that a center value of the ON resistances
of the switches is R and the difference between the maxi-
mum ON resistance value and the minimum ON resistance
value is r, and expressing the maximum ON resistance value
as (R+1/2) and the minimum ON resistance value as (R-1/2),
the resistance values of the two switch groups are given
respectively as (R-r/2)/(n/2) and (R+r/2)/(n/2). FIGS. 6A
and 6B show two cases in which the resistances of two
switch groups give the above values. Namely, in FIG. 6A,
the resistance of the switch group SGk connected to the
reference voltage Vk is (R+1/2)/(n/2) and the resistance of
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the switch group SGk+1 connected to the reference voltage
Vk+1 is (R-1/2)/(n/2); and, in FIG. 6B, the resistance of the
switch group SGk connected to the reference voltage Vk is
(R-1/2)/(2/n) and the resistance of the switch group SGk+1
connected to the reference voltage Vk+1 is (R+r/2)/(n/2).

Herein, when assuming that Vk<V(k+1), the output volt-
age Vout becomes the highest voltage (=V1) in the case as
shown in FIG. 6A, and becomes the lowest voltage (=V2) in
the case as shown in FIG. 6B. When assuming that Vk>V
(k+1), the above relationship is inverted. In any case, the
maximum error voltage being generated is given as |[V2-
V|=r/2Rx|Vk-V(k+1)|.

In order to prevent generation of gradation inversion, it is
sufficient if the error voltage is kept low and at least below
the voltage corresponding to one gradation. Since the volt-
age band corresponding to one gradation is [Vk-V(k+1)|/n,
the condition which prevents generation of gradation inver-
sion is r/R<2/n.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing another example of an
operation performed by the control circuit CTL. In this
example, S signals are inputted to the control circuit CTL in
addition to the data signals and the EN signal. As illustrated,
when S=0, the control circuit CTL outputs signals to the
output terminals Y1 through Y19 so that only four specified
switches Sk+1 through Sk+4 are turned ON with respect to
Data signal=k(k=0-15), like the operation explained in
connection with FIG. 3. On the other hand, when S=1, the
control circuit CTL outputs signals to the output terminals
Y1 through Y19 so that when Data signal=0~3, only the
switches S1 through S4 are turned ON, when Data signal=
4~7, only the switches S5 through S8 are turned ON, when
Data signal=8~11, only the switches S9 through S12 are
turned ON, and when Data signal=12~15, only the switches
S13 through S16 are turned ON. Namely, when S=1, all of
the switches belonging to one of the switch groups SG1
through SG4 which are respectively connected to one of the
reference voltage input terminals VO~V3 are turned ON.

Further, the above operations are performed when the
output enable signal EN=1, but in the case of EN=0, like the
operation in FIG. 3, all of the switches S1 through S19 are
tuned OFF regardless of the values of the S signal and Data
signals.

In this operation, during the early half of the D/A con-
version time, the control of S=1 is performed, and during the
later half of the D/A conversion time, the control of S=0 is
performed; as a result, thereby, during the early half of the
D/A conversion time, a rough adjustment is performed to
bring Vout close to a target output voltage, and during the
later half of the D/A conversion time, a fine adjustment is
performed to cause Vout to meet the target output voltage.
Through this operation, during the early half of the D/A
conversion time, only one of the reference voltages VO0~V3
is activated and no current flows between the reference
voltages, which saves unnecessary power consumption dur-
ing this period.

Now, a relationship between the number of switches and
the number of switch groups, which is convenient for
processing binary input signal data, will be explained.

When assuming that the number of reference voltages
supplied from outside is m, the number of the switch groups
is also determined as m. When the number (m-1) is deter-
mined as a power of 2, the control circuit CTL can utilize a
repeating structure which simplifies the circuit arrangement.

Further, when assuming that the number of switches
which constitute one switch group is n, the number of
gradations Z which can be generated with the switch groups
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m is expressed as Z=(m-1)xn+1. It is also convenient if the
number of gradations Z assumes a power of 2, however,
when (m-1) is determined as a power of 2, Z can not assume
a power of 2. Therefore, if one of the switch groups is
constituted by (n-1) switches and all of the remaining
switch groups are respectively constituted by n piece of
switches, the number of gradations, Z is given as Z=(m-
1)xn, and if n is determined to be a proper value expressed
by a power of 2, the number of gradations assumes a power
of 2 which is convenient for binary data.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a circuit
arrangement of one of the switches S1 through S19. In this
example, the switch is constituted by a single TFT. In order
to equalize respective ON resistances of the switching TFTs,
the channel width and length of the respective TFTs are
equalized. Further, when P channel TFTs are used for the
D/A conversion circuits DA2 and DA4, which cover a
higher voltage range in the liquid crystal drive voltage, and
n channel TFTs are used for the D/A conversion circuits
DA1 and DA3, which cover a lower voltage range in the
liquid crystal drive voltage, the ON resistances of the
respective switches can further be reduced.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing another circuit arrangement
of one of the switches S1 through S19. In this example, a
plurality of TFTs are connected in parallel and the respective
electrodes of the gates, sources and drains are connected in
common. In order to equalize respective ON resistances of
the switching TFTs, the channel width and length of the
respective TFTs are similarly equalized. Further, when a
plurality of TFTs are used, an unevenness of the ON
resistances of the respective TFTs is averaged and a stable
resistance value can be obtained, in contrast to what is
obtained with the use of a single TFT.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing still another circuit arrange-
ment of one of the switches S1 through S19. In this example,
the switch is constituted by connecting in series a single TFT
and a resistance element formed by a wiring material. In
order to equalize the respective ON resistances of the
switching TFTs, the channel width and length of the respec-
tive TFTs are similarly equalized. Through the series con-
nection of the resistance element formed by the wiring
material whose resistance value is stable, a stable resistance
value can be obtained, in contrast to what is obtained with
the use of a TFT alone. Further, even in this example, a
plurality of TFTs connected in parallel, as shown in FIG. 9,
can be used for the single TFT.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a circuit arrangement
of a liquid crystal display device representing a second
embodiment of the present invention.

The circuit arrangement of the present liquid crystal
display device is basically the same as FIG. 1 embodiment
except for the circuit arrangement of the drain driver.

As shown in FIG. 11, the drain driver 3a in the present
liquid crystal display device is constituted by D/A conver-
sion circuits DA1 through DA4 and distribution circuits
MP1 and MP2. In other words, the drain driver 3a is
constituted by adding the distribution circuits MP1 and MP2
to the drain driver circuit 3 in the FIG. 1 embodiment.

The circuit arrangement of the D/A conversion circuits
DAI1 through DA4 is the same as that shown in FIG. 2 for
the FIG. 1 embodiment. Further, like the FIG. 1
embodiment, reference voltages in a lower range of the
liquid crystal drive voltage are supplied to the D/A conver-
sion circuits DAL and DA3 via the reference voltage distri-
bution lines VB1~VBS5, and reference voltages in a higher
range of the liquid crystal drive voltage are supplied to the
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D/A conversion circuits DA2 and DA4 via the reference
voltage distribution lines VA1~VAS.

The voltages generated by the D/A conversion circuits
DA1~DA4 are distributed by the distribution circuits MP1
and MP2 to a plurality of drain lines DL. The distributed
voltage is first held by the capacity CD of the drain lines.
The voltage held by the capacity CD is sampled via a pixel
TFT 5, which is turned ON by the gate driver 4 by a
corresponding display electrode PX.

The distribution circuits MP1 and MP2 output a voltage
which is received at input terminal il or i2 to one of the
output terminals ol~o04 according to a control signal. In the
circuit arrangement as shown in FIG. 11, when driving a
drain line DL with a voltage in a lower range of the liquid
crystal drive voltage, the voltage received at the input
terminal i1 is outputted to one of the output terminals ol~o04,
and when driving a drain line DL with a voltage in a high
range of the liquid crystal drive voltage, the voltage received
at the input terminal i2 is outputted to one of the output
terminals ol1~04.

Further, when the D/A conversion circuit outputs a volt-
age to be outputted to a drain line DL connected to the output
terminal ol, a voltage received at input terminal il or i2 is
outputted to the output terminal ol; when the D/A conver-
sion circuit outputs a voltage to be outputted to a drain line
DL connected to the output terminal 02, a voltage received
at input terminal i1 or i2 is outputted to the output terminal
02; when the D/A conversion circuit outputs a voltage to be
outputted to a drain line DL connected to the output terminal
03, a voltage received at input terminal i1 or 12 is outputted
to the output terminal 03; and when the D/A conversion
circuit outputs a voltage to be outputted to a drain line DL
connected to the output terminal o4, a voltage received at
input terminal 11 or i2 is outputted to the output terminal o4.
Namely, in this embodiment, the D/A conversion circuits are
used in a time sharing manner, and each serves four drain
lines.

FIG. 12 shows a circuit diagram of one of the distribution
circuits MP1 and MP2. As shown in the drawing, the present
distribution circuit is constituted by a plurality of switches
81 which are connected in such a manner that all of the input
terminals il and i2 are connected to all of the output
terminals ol~o04. Through the use of these distribution
circuits, a plurality of drain lines DL can be driven by one
D/A conversion circuit, therefore, the number of D/A con-
version circuits can be reduced.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an example of an operation
performed by the control circuit CTL. As illustrated in the
drawing, when input signal Data is k (k=0~15), only four
successive switches Sk+1~Sk+4 are turned ON and all of the
remaining switches are turned OFF. Namely, the same
operation as performed in FIG. 3 when EN=1 is performed
here. As has been explained previously, in the present
embodiment, the change-over of the D/A conversion
circuits, for example, between DAL and DA2 is performed
in the distribution circuits MP1 and MP2, therefore, the EN
signal control in the control circuit is unnecessary.

In the case of this second embodiment, as the capacitive
load of the D/A conversion circuit, the parasitic capacitances
of the TFTs constituting the switches in the D/A conversion
circuits and the distribution circuits and the capacitances CD
of the drain lines are included. When the capacitances CD of
the drain lines are equal to or larger than the total f the
parasitic capacitances of the TFTs constituting the switches
in the D/A conversion circuits and the distribution circuits,
the capacitances CD of the drain lines become dominant,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

and, therefore, it becomes necessary to make the ON resis-
tances of the switches 81 constituting the distribution cir-
cuits substantially equal to each other.

In the distribution circuit as shown in FIG. 12, since all of
the resistances between any of the input terminals and output
terminals are represented by the ON resistance of a single
switch, the output resistance as seen from the drain lines is
always constant regardless of the input signals representing
gradations to be displayed and the routes of distribution.

On the other hand, when the total of the parasitic capaci-
tances of the TFTs constituting the switches in the D/A
conversion circuits and the distribution circuits are over-
whelmingly larger than the capacitances CD of the drain
lines, the capacitances of the drain lines can be neglected,
therefore, no limitation as indicated above with regard to the
ON resistances of the switches in the distribution circuits is
required.

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing another example of an
operation of the control circuit CTL. As illustrated in the
drawing, when S=0, only four successive switches
Sk+1~Sk+4 are turned ON for Data signal k (k=0~15).
Further, when S=0, with Data 0~3, only the switches S1~S4
are turned ON, with Data=4~7, only the switches S5~S8 are
turned ON, with Data=8~11, only the switches S9~S11 are
turned ON, and with Data=12~15, only the switches
S13-816 are turned ON. Namely, this is the same operation
as in FIG. 7 when EN=1. As has been explained previously,
in the present embodiment, the change-over of the D/A
conversion circuits, for example, between DA1 and DA2, is
performed in the distribution circuits MP1 and MP2,
therefore, the EN signal control in the control circuit is
Unnecessary.

FIG. 15 is a circuit diagram showing a circuit arrangement
of a liquid crystal display device representing a third
embodiment of the present invention. The present embodi-
ment is constituted by adding a pre-charge circuit to the
second embodiment as shown in FIG. 11. Other constituting
elements of the present embodiment are the same as those in
FIG. 11 embodiment. The pre-charge circuit 6 is connected
to all of the drain lines and pre-charges the drain lines with
a predetermined voltage for every horizontal one line period.

In the present embodiment the drain lines are pre-charged
to a predetermined voltage by the pre-charge circuit 6, and,
thereafter, the drain lines are charged by the D/A conversion
circuit to a target voltage, therefore, a varying voltage band
is kept constant for every gradation. Accordingly, the varia-
tion of the short voltage is further reduced in comparison
with the second embodiment shown in FIG. 11.

As has been explained hitherto, according to the present
invention, a plurality of switches constituting D/A conver-
sion circuits incorporated in a liquid crystal display device
are turned ON at the same time, and the number of switches
which are turned on at the same time is constant regardless
of the input signals representing gradations; therefore, the
output resistances of the respective D/A conversion circuits
become constant and are smaller than the ON resistance of
one of the switches, and, additionally, the unevenness of the
short voltage of the D/A conversion circuits is reduced in
comparison with the conventional arrangement. Thereby, an
improvement in image quality and multi-gradation are easily
achieved in comparison with the conventional arrangement.
Moreover, the D/A conversion time can be shortened,
thereby, a high resolution in a liquid crystal display device
can be easily achieved.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device comprising a pair of
substrates at least one of which is transparent; a liquid
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crystal layer sandwiched between the substrates; a display
region; and a periphery circuit for driving the display region
both of which are mounted on one of the pair of substrates,
the display region being formed by a plurality of drain lines
and a plurality of gate lines arranged in a matrix shape and
a plurality of thin film transistors each being disposed near
the respective related matrixes and the periphery circuit
being provided with a driving circuit which is permitted to
receive digital image signal inputs, wherein the driving
circuit is provided with a plurality of D/A conversion
circuits each being constituted by a plurality of switches
each having substantially the same ON resistance and a
control circuit which controls ON and OFF of the switches
in such a manner that at a time of D/A conversion operation
a plurality of switches in same number are turned ON for
respective input signals representing respective gradations;
wherein the D/A conversion circuit is constituted by a
plurality of switch groups each being constituted by a
plurality of switches connected in parallel, one terminals of
the respective switch groups are respectively connected to
different distribution lines being supplied of respectively
different reference voltages, the other terminals of the switch
groups are connected in common to constitute a voltage
output portion, and the control circuit controls to turn ON a
predetermined plurality number n of switches among one or
two of the switch groups at the same time during D/A
conversion operation.

2. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a range of unevenness of the ON resistances of the
switches is kept in the following condition;

rR<2/n

wherein, R represents a center value of ON resistances of the
switches, r represents difference between the maximum
value and the minimum value of ON resistances of the
switches and n represents number of switches being turned
ON at the same time during D/A conversion operation.

3. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein when assuming the number of switch groups is m
and the voltage at the voltage output portion varies in Z
steps, one of the switch groups of m is constituted by (n—1)
pieces of switches and each of the remaining (m-1) pieces
of switch groups is constituted by n pieces of switches and
further both (m-1) and n are a power of 2 and the voltage
steps Z are expressed as Z=(m-1)xn.

4. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein the control circuit controls to turn ON all of the
switches belonging to one switch group in an early stage of
the D/A conversion time.

5. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein between the D/A conversion circuit and the drain
lines a distribution circuit is further provided which distrib-
utes the output voltages of the D/A conversion circuit to a
plurality of drain lines.

6. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein a pre-charge circuit is further provided which
applies a voltage to the drain lines for every horizontal one
line period.

7. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a parallel
connection of a plurality of thin film transistors of which
source electrodes and drain electrodes are respectively con-
nected in common.

8. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a series
connection of a thin film transistor and a resistor.

9. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein when assuming the number of switch groups is m
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and the voltage at the voltage output portion varies in Z
steps, one of the switch groups of m is constituted by (n-1)
pieces of switches and each of the remaining (m-1) pieces
of switch groups is constituted by n pieces of switches and
further both (m-1) and n are a power of 2 and the voltage
steps Z are expressed as Z=(m-1)xn.

10. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein the control circuit controls to turn ON all of the
switches belonging to one switch group in an early stage of
the D/A conversion time.

11. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein between the D/A conversion circuit and the drain
lines a distribution circuit is further provided which distrib-
utes the output voltages of the D/A conversion circuit to a
plurality of drain lines.

12. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein a pre-charge circuit is further provided which
applies a voltage to the drain lines for every horizontal one
line period.

13. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a parallel
connection of a plurality of thin film transistors of which
source electrodes and drain electrodes are respectively con-
nected in common.

14. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a series
connection of a thin film transistor and a resistor.

15. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the control circuit controls to turn ON all of the
switches belonging to one switch group in an early stage of
the D/A conversion time,

16. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 15,
wherein between the D/A conversion circuit and the drain
lines a distribution circuit is further provided which distrib-
utes the output voltages of the D/A conversion circuit to a
plurality of drain lines.

17. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 185,
wherein a pre-charge circuit is further provided which
applies a voltage to the drain lines for every horizontal one
line period.

18. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 185,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a parallel
connection of a plurality of thin film transistors of which
source electrodes and drain electrodes are respectively con-
nected in common.

19. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 185,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a series
connection of a thin film transistor and a resistor.

20. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein between the D/A conversion circuit and the drain
lines a distribution circuit is further provided which distrib-
utes the output voltages of the D/A conversion circuit to a
plurality of drain lines.

21. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a pre-charge circuit is further provided which
applies a voltage to the drain lines for every horizontal one
line period.

22. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a parallel
connection of a plurality of thin film transistors of which
source electrodes and drain electrodes are respectively con-
nected in common.

23. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein each of the switches is constituted by a series
connection of a thin film transistor and a resistor.

24. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a pair of substrates at least one of which is transparent;
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a liquid crystal layer sandwiched between the pair of
substrates;

a display region being formed on one of the pair of
substrates and being constituted by a plurality of drain
lines and a plurality of gate lines arranged in a matrix
shape and a plurality of thin film transistors each being
disposed in connection with respective relating
matrixes defined by the plurality of drain lines and the
plurality of gate lines and a plurality of display elec-
trodes each being related to the respective thin film
transistors; and

a periphery driving circuit which drives the display region
and includes a drain driver connected to the plurality of
drain lines, a gate driver connected to the plurality of
gate lines and a precharge circuit connected to the
plurality of drain lines which applies a predetermined
pre-charging voltage to the plurality of drain lines for
every horizontal one line period,

wherein, the drain driver comprises a plurality of pairs of
first and second D/A conversion circuits and a plurality
of distribution circuits each of which input terminals
are connected to one of the pairs of first and second D/A
conversion circuits and each of which output terminals
are connected to a predetermined plurality number of
the drain lines, the first D/A conversion circuit being
connected to a plurality of reference voltages in a lower
range of liquid crystal drive voltage and outputting
gradation voltages in response to digital input signals
representing gradations to be displayed and the second
D/A conversion circuit being connected to a plurality of
reference voltages in a higher range of liquid crystal
drive voltage and outputting gradation voltages in
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response to digital input signals representing gradations
to be displayed, the pair of first and second D/A
conversion circuits in combination apply an AC voltage
to the liquid crystal layer, each of the distribution
circuit is constituted by a plurality of switching thin
film transistors each having substantially the same ON
resistance and any combination of the plurality of input
terminals and the plurality of output terminals is estab-
lished through turning on one of the plurality of the
switching thin film transistors.

25. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 24,
wherein each of the first and second D/A conversion circuits
is constituted by a plurality of switching thin film transistors
each having substantially the same ON resistance and a
control circuit which performs ON and OFF control of the
plurality of switching thin film transistors in such a manner
that during D/A conversion operation a predetermined same
plurality number of switching thin film transistors are turned
ON for any input signals representing gradations to be
displayed.

26. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 24,
wherein each of the first and second D/A conversion circuits
is constituted by a plurality of switching thin film transistors
each having substantially the same channel width and length
and a control circuit which performs ON and OFF control of
the plurality of switching thin film transistors in such a
manner that during D/A conversion operation a predeter-
mined same plurality number of switching thin film transis-
tors are turned ON for any input signals representing gra-
dations to be displayed.

* * * * *
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