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7) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device comprises a liquid crystal
display panel (4) made up by coupling a first substrate (1)
and a second substrate (6), having an electrode (2, 7)
provided on respective inner surfaces thereof facing each
other, with a predetermined gap provided therebetween, and
by filling the gap with a liquid crystal layer (15) in the gap,
and an input panel (3) made up by coupling an upper
substrate (21) and a lower substrate (26), both of which are
transparent, having an electrode (22, 27) provided on respec-
tive inner surfaces thereof facing each other, with a prede-
termined gap provided therebetween, and by filling the gap
with a filling medium (41), and the first substrate (1) on the
visible side of the liquid crystal display panel (3) is disposed
s0 as to be opposed to the lower substrate (26) of the input
panel (3). A double-sided adhesive layer (44) having a
surface arca equivalent to that of a display region of the
liquid crystal display panel (4) is disposed between the first
substrate (1) and the lower substrate (26) to bonded both the
substrates (1, 26) to each other.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001]

[0002] The invention relates to a liquid crystal display
device comprising an input panel for detecting input infor-
mation, made up of a pair of transparent substrates with an
electrode provided on respective inner surfaces thereof,
facing each other, and disposed on the visible side of a liquid
crystal display panel made up by filling a gap between a pair
of substrates with liquid crystal, and in particular, to a
reflective or transflective liquid crystal display device.

[0003]

[0004] Many matrix type liquid crystal display panels
have recently been put to use for a display of various
information terminals, instruments, personal computers, and
so forth. In particular, for portable information equipment,
there have been in widespread use reflective liquid crystal
display devices capable of effecting display by making use
of ambient light in order to realize lower power consumption
or transflective liquid crystal display devices capable of
effecting reflective display when the surroundings are bright
and effecting transmissive display by lighting up an auxil-
iary light source incorporated therein when the surroundings
are dark.

[0005] With the portable information equipment, while
reduction in weight and thickness is important from the
viewpoint of portability, use of a liquid crystal display panel
having a large area is preferable from the viewpoint of
visibility. For this reason, it has been in practice to reconcile
miniaturization of a liquid crystal display device with
enlargement of a display area thereof by installing an input
panel as an input device on a display surface (display region)
of the liquid crystal display panel such that display can be
recognized through the input panel.

[0006] As the input panel for use in this case, there is
available, for example, a touch panel of a resistive mem-
brane type, made up of an upper substrate and a lower
substrate, both transparent, with an upper electrode and a
lower electrode provided on the inner surfaces of the respec-
tive substrates, facing each other, in such a way as to be
deformable by applying pressure to either the upper sub-
strate or the lower substrate (mainly the upper substrate), so
that the upper substrate is caused to come into contact with
the lower substrate as a result of such deformation, thereby
enabling position coordinates of pressed parts of the upper
substrate or the lower substrate to be read.

1. Field of the Invention

2. Description of the Related Art

[0007] Although the touch panel of this type has been in
widespread use because it is convenient 10 use, and has
excellent recognizability while its fabrication cost is low, it
has had a problem of causing deterioration in visibility of the
liquid crystal display panel when it is disposed so as to
overlay the display region of the liquid crystal display panel.

[0008] Cited as the reasons for such a problem are occur-
rence of absorption of light by respective light transmitting
members, reflection due to the difference in refractive index
between the light transmitting members in contact with each
other, and occurrence of coloring caused by absorption or
interference because the disposition of the touch panel on
the visible side (the viewer’s side) of the liquid crystal
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display panel will have the same effect as that in the case
where a plurality of light transmitting members are disposed
on the visible side of the liquid crystal display panel.
Accordingly, there will arise problems that, as compared
with the case of employing the liquid crystal display panel
alone, display becomes darker, a contrast ratio deteriorates,
coloring occurs, and a quantity of incident light decreases
due to reflection of light by the touch panel.

[0009] Among the methods of solving these problems,
there are available a method of reducing reflection by
inserting an optical member, capable of reducing the differ-
ence in refractive index, between respective constituent
members, a method of reducing a quantity of absorbed light
by reducing the thickness of the respective constituent
members, or a method of selecting constituent members
having a low absorption ratio for use, and a method of
reducing the number of the constituent members.

[0010] Further, there is another method of preventing
reflection of light by the touch panel by disposing a polarizer
on the visible side of the touch panel, and disposing a
quarter-wave (lambda: ) plate on the rear face side of the
polarizer, however, in this case, there is the need for dis-
posing one more sheet of polarizer between the liquid crystal
display panel and the touch panel, and consequently, it
follows that light is transmitted through two sheets of the
polarizers twice when effecting reflective display, so that
there will be an increase in absorption of light, resulting in
darker display.

[0011] Besides the above, as a construction for preventing
reflection of light, there is available a construction wherein
a filling medium having a refractive index, equivalent to the
mean between the refractive index of the upper electrode as
well as the lower electrode, made up of a transparent and
electrically conductive film, and the refractive index of air,
is sealed between the upper substrate and the lower substrate
of the touch panel, however, even with such a construction
as described, reflection occurs between the lower substrate
of the touch panel and a first substrate of the liquid crystal
display panel, so that reduction in reflection of light has been
found insufficient.

[0012] Further, particularly, in the case of a liquid crystal
display panel using supertwisted nematic (STN) liquid crys-
tal, and a reflective or transflective liquid crystal display
panel having three-terminal thin film transistors (TFTs) or
two-terminal thin film diodes (TFDs), and using twisted
nematic (TN) liquid crystal or parallel alignment liquid
crystal, there is the need for a reflector or a transflective
reflector, and a polarizer as well as a retardation film on the
viewer’s side of the former. With the use of these constituent
members, bright display and dark display are effected.

[0013] Accordingly, if a constituent member for prevent-
ing reflection of light from the touch panel is additionally
laminated on top of such a liquid crystal display panel as
described above, this will create problems such as an
increase in the number of the constituent members thereof,
an increase in quantity of light absorbed, and an increase in
the weight as well as thickness of the liquid crystal display
device, resulting in an increase in the cost of the device.
Thus, improvement in these respects has been highly
desired.

[0014] Furthermore, although there is another method of
employing a film substrate for the upper substrate or lower
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substrate of the input panel, this has caused a problem that
the display contents of the liquid crystal display panel is
distorted or unevenness in reflective intensity is increased
due to swelling (distortion) of the film substrate.

[0015] In order to solve the problem described, it is
conceivable to adopt a constitution wherein the first sub-
strate of the liquid crystal display panel doubles as the lower
substrate of the input panel. In this case, however, during the
process of fabricating a first electrode to be installed on the
side of the first substrate of the liquid crystal display panel,
facing a liquid crystal layer, or during the process of
fabricating the liquid crystal display panel, there is involved
the risk that a change occurs to a resistance value of the
transparent and electrically conductive film of the input
panel, depending on a temperature at which the process as
described is carried out, and deterioration in unevenness or
damage occurs to the transparent and electrically conductive
film, so that the constitution described 1s not suitable for
fabrication of a high quality liquid crystal display device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0016] In order to solve various problems described in the
foregoing, it is an object of the invention to prevent dete-
rioration of visibility of the liquid crystal display panel due
to the effect of the input panel, and to realize reduction in the
number of constituent members absorbing light, reduction in
weight, a lower profile, reduction in cost, prevention of
distortion of images in display, and enhancement in contrast,
in a liquid crystal display device wherein an input panel such
as a touch panel is disposed on the visible side of a liquid
crystal display panel so as to overlay the latter, and display
effected by the liquid crystal display panel is watched
through the input panel.

[0017] To this end, a liquid crystal display device accord-
ing to the invention comprises a liquid crystal display panel
made up by coupling a first substrate and a second substrate
having an electrode provided on respective inner surfaces
thereof facing each other, with a predetermined gap pro-
vided therebetween, and by filling the gap with a liquid
crystal layer, and an input panel made up by coupling an
upper substrate and a lower substrate, both of which are
transparent, having an electrode provided on respective
inner surfaces thereof facing each other, with a predeter-
mined gap provided therebetween, the first substrate on the
visible side of the liquid crystal display panel being disposed
S0 as to be opposed to the lower substrate of the input panel,
wherein a double-sided adhesive layer having a surface area
equivalent to that of a display region of the liquid crystal
display panel is disposed between the first substrate and the
lower substrate.

[0018] The gap between the upper substrate and the lower
substrate of the input panel is preferably filled with a filling
medium. The double-sided adhesive layer described above
has preferably optical diffusibility. Further, the double-sided
adhesive layer more elastic than spacers or a sealing member
for maintaining the gap of the liquid crystal display panel is
preferably used.

[0019] Otherwise, in place of the double-sided adhesive
layer, a mutual filling medium (either the same medium as
a filling medium filling the input panel or a medium different
therefrom) may be provided between the first substrate of
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the liquid crystal display panel and the lower substrate of the
input panel by sealing the same therein-between with a
mutually sealing member.

[0020] With the liquid crystal display device having those
features as described above, a reflector or a transflective
reflector is preferably disposed on the face of the second
substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, on the side of the
liquid crystal layer, and at least one sheet of retardation film
and one sheet of polarizer are preferably disposed in that
order from the side of the upper substrate on the visible side
of the upper substrate of the input panel. Further, the
retardation films preferably include at least one sheet of
twisted retardation film.

[0021] Or, an auxiliary light source is preferably disposed
on the side of the second substrate, opposite from the side of
the liquid crystal layer with a polarizer interposed therebe-
tween.

[0022] Furthermore, switching elements may be disposed
on the first substrate or the second substrate of the liquid
crystal display panel so that display is effected by the liquid
crystal display panel applying electric signals to the liquid
crystal layer via the switching elements.

[0023] The upper substrate as well as the lower substrate
of the input panel may be a retardation film.

[0024] Further, with the liquid crystal display device
according to the invention, no filling medium may fill a gap
between the upper substrate and the lower substrate of the
input panel, and a second retardation film, a first retardation
film, and a first polarizer may be disposed in that order by
laminating one on top of the other from the side of the upper
substrate of the input panel on the viewer’s side of the upper
substrate.

[0025] With the liquid crystal display device, the upper
substrate and the lower substrate of the input panel are
preferably substrates having a substantially even retardation
value within the plane thereof or optically isotropic sub-
strates having a retardation value nearly at zero, respec-
tively.

[0026] Further, the first retardation film is preferably a
half-wave film and the second retardation film is preferably
a quarter-wave film.

[0027] With the liquid crystal display device, a transflec-
tive reflector is preferably disposed on the face of the second
substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, on the side of the
liquid crystal layer, and at least one sheet of retardation film,
a second polarizer, and an auxiliary light source are prefer-
ably disposed on the side of the second substrate, opposite
from the side of the liquid crystal layer, in that order from
the side of the second substrate.

[0028] On the first substrate or the second substrate
described above, switching elements may be disposed so
that display is effected by the liquid crystal display panel
described above by applying electric signals to the liquid
crystal layer via the switching elements.

[0029] The input panel is preferably provided with posi-
tioning marks for aligning the absorption axis of the polar-
izer disposed on the touch panel with the alignment direc-
tions of liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal layer
filling the gap of the liquid crystal display panel.
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[0030] The upper substrate, the first retardation film, the
second retardation film, and the first polarizer are preferably
bonded to each other with an adhesive.

[0031] The external shape of the first polarizer is equiva-
lent in size to or smaller than that of the first retardation film,
the second retardation film, and the upper substrate, respec-
tively.

[0032] With the respective liquid crystal display devices,
it is preferable that a liquid crystal display panel connection
portion for connecting the liquid crystal display panel to a
driving circuit for the liquid crystal display panel is disposed
in a peripheral region of the first substrate of the liquid
crystal display panel, on one side thereof, while an input
panel connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit for the input panel is disposed in a peripheral
region of the lower substrate of the input panel, on one side
thereof, the one side of the first substrate where the liquid
crystal display panel connection portion is disposed is on the
same side as the one side of the lower substrate where the
input panel connection portion is disposed, and input panel
connection means for connecting the input panel connection
portion and the driving circuit for the input panel are
installed along the side face of the lower substrate and the
first substrate.

[0033] The input panel described above is preferably
provided with at least four units of electrodes for detection
of position, comprising at least a pair of X-electrodes and at
least a pair of Y-electrodes, and wiring electrodes for pro-
viding wiring between each of the electrodes for detection of
position and the input panel connection portion, and at least
three lengths of the wiring electrodes are preferably dis-
posed in a region where the same horizontally overlays the
liquid crystal display panel connection portion as seen from
the visible side.

[0034] Further, a first adhesive layer, a polarizer, a second
adhesive layer, and a protective film are preferably disposed
in that order from the side of the upper substrate of the input
panel by laminating one on top of the other on the visible
side of the upper substrate.

[0035] A first adhesive layer, at least one layer of retar-
dation layer, a second adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a
third adhesive layer and a protective film may be disposed
in that order from the side of the upper substrate by
laminating one on top of the other on the visible side of the
upper substrate.

[0036] The above and other objects, features and advan-
tages of the invention will be apparent from the following
detailed description which is to be read in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0037] FIG. 1 is a perspective view schematically show-
ing the external appearance of a portable information equip-
ment incorporating a first embodiment of a liquid crystal
display device with an input panel attached thereto accord-
ing to the invention,

[0038] FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view of the portable
information equipment;

[0039]
FIG. 2;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on line III-III of
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[0040] FIG. 4 is a partially enlarged sectional view of a
liquid crystal display panel and an input panel, shown in
FIG. 3;

[0041] FIG. 5 is a view showing alignment directions of
liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal display panel;

[0042] FIG. 6 is a schematic perspective view showing
the exploded constitution of the touch panel;

[0043] FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the touch panel taken
on line VII-VII of FIG. 6;

[0044] FIG. 8 is a partially enlarged sectional view of a
double-sided adhesive layer having optical diffusibility;

[0045] FIG. 9 is a view showing results of evaluation
made on brightness, contrast, chroma and blurring of an
image in the case of the portable information equipment
according to the first embodiment, and a conventional liquid
crystal display device with an input panel attached thereto
wherein an touch panel is simply disposed on top of a liquid
crystal display panel, respectively;

[0046] FIG. 10 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a second
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion;

[0047] FIG. 11 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a third
embodiment of the invention;

[0048] FIG. 12 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a fourth
embodiment of the invention;

[0049] FIG. 13 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a fifth
embodiment of the invention;

[0050] FIG. 14 is a view showing alignment directions of
molecules of a twisted retardation film provided in the liquid
crystal display device described above,

[0051] FIG.15isa view showing disposition directions of
a first polarizer, a first retardation film, and a second
retardation film, provided in the liquid crystal display device
described above;

[0052] FIG. 16 is a graph showing wavelength depen-
dency of respective retardation values of the first and second
retardation films, and these films used in combination as a
composite retardation film.

[0053] FIG. 17 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a sixth
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion;

[0054] FIG. 18 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3,
showing the constitution of a portable information equip-
ment incorporating a liquid crystal display device with an
input panel attached thereto according to a seventh embodi-
ment of a liquid crystal display device of the invention;
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[0055] FIG. 19 is a partially enlarged sectional view
similar to FIG. 4, showing a liquid crystal display panel and
an input panel of the liquid crystal display device described
above;

[0056] FIG. 20 is a graph showing wavelength depen-
dency of reflectance at the time of bright display as well as
dark display in the case of effecting reflective display with
the use of the liquid crystal display device according to the
invention shown in FIG. 19, and a conventional liquid
crystal display device employing only one layer of a quarter-
wave film as a retardation film disposed on the visible side
of a touch panel, respectively.

[0057] FIG. 21 is a graph showing results of evaluation
made on brightness and contrast ratio in the case of those
liquid crystal display devices described above, and another
conventional liquid crystal display device without a retar-
dation film disposed on the visible side of a touch panel,
respectively;

[0058] FIG. 22 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a eighth
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion;

[0059] FIG. 23 is a view showing directions of the retar-
dation axes of retardation films, a direction of the absorption
axis of a polarizer, and alignment directions of molecules of
a twisted retardation film, respectively disposed on a touch
panel of the liquid crystal display device;

[0060] FIG. 24 is a view showing a direction of the
retardation axis of a retardation film, and a direction of the
absorption axis of a polarizer, respectively disposed on the
side of a second substrate of a liquid crystal display panel of
the liquid crystal display device;

[0061] FIG. 25 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 17,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a ninth
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion;

[0062] FIG. 26 is a view showing alignment directions of
liquid crystal molecules of a liquid crystal display panel of
the liquid crystal display device;

[0063] FIG. 27 is a view showing directions of the respec-
tive retardation axes of a first retardation film and a second
retardation film, and a direction of the absorption axis of a
polarizer, respectively disposed on a touch panel of the
liquid crystal display device;

[0064] FIG. 28 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3,
showing the constitution of a portable information equip-
ment incorporating a liquid crystal display device with an
input panel attached thereto according to a tenth embodi-
ment of a liquid crystal display device of the invention;

[0065] FIG. 29 is a schematic perspective view showing
the exploded constitution of a touch panel of the liquid
crystal display device described above;,

[0066] FIG. 30 is a schematic sectional view of the touch
panel taken on line XXX-XXX of FIG. 29,

[0067] FIG. 31 is a schematic plan view showing a state
where FPCs for connecting a driving circuit with the touch
panel and a liquid crystal display panel, respectively, is
mounted;
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[0068] FIG. 32 is a schematic sectional view taken on line
XXXI-XXXII of FIG. 31;

[0069] FIG. 33 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to an eleventh
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion;

[0070] FIG. 34 is a plan view showing an external shape
of a liquid crystal display panel, a touch panel, and a
polarizing layer, respectively, of a liquid crystal display
device with an input panel attached thereto according to a
twelfth embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the
invention;

[0071] FIG. 35 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device
with the input panel attached thereto as described above;

[0072] FIG. 36 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a thirteenth
embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the inven-
tion; and

[0073] FIG. 37 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 17,
showing the constitution of a liquid crystal display device
with an input panel attached thereto according to a four-
teenth embodiment of a liquid crystal display device of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0074] Preferred embodiments of a liquid crystal display
device according to the invention are described in detail
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings.

[0075] First Embodiment: FIGS. 1to 9

[0076] First, the constitution of a portable information
equipment, incorporating a liquid crystal display device with
an input panel attached thereto according to a first embodi-
ment of a liquid crystal display device of the invention, is
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 8.

[0077] FIG. 1 is a perspective view schematically show-
ing the external appearance of the portable information
equipment, FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view of the portable
information equipment, FIG. 3 is a sectional view thereof,
taken on line II-IIT of FIG. 2, FIG. 4 is a partially enlarged
sectional view showing a liquid crystal display panel and an
input panel in FIG. 3, FIG. 5 is a view showing alignment
directions of liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal
display panel, FIG. 6 is a schematic perspective view
showing the exploded constitution of a touch panel of the
liquid crystal display panel, FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken
on line VII-VII of FIG. 6, and FIG. 8 is an enlarged
sectional view of a double-sided adhesive layer having
optical diffusibility.

[0078] The first embodiment of the invention is charac-
terized in that the double-sided adhesive layer having an
optical diffusibility is installed between the input panel and
the liquid crystal display panel and supertwisted nematic
(STN) liquid crystal is used in a liquid crystal layer.

[0079] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the portable informa-
tion equipment according to this embodiment has a display
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region 75 of the liquid crystal display panel, and upon
inputting a letter 76 and so forth by applying pressure with
an input pen 80 onto the touch panel which is the input panel
installed on the visible side of the liquid crystal display
panel, such input information is recognized by a detection
circuit, thereby displaying the information as recognized
such as the letter 76 and so forth on the liquid crystal display
panel. FIG. 1 shows a state where the letter M is recognized.

[0080] Further, on top of a case 51 making up an enclosure
together with a case back 52, there are provided a first button
55, a second button 56, a third button 57, used for changing
display contents, a communication sensor 58, and an on/off
switch 59. The communication sensor 58 is for transmitting/
receiving or receiving signals, including a GPS sensor for
providing information on location, or a Bluetooth transmit/
receive sensor, an infrared radiation transmitting/receiving
sensor, or so forth.

[0081] As shown in FIG. 3, inside the enclosure made up
by the case 51 and the case back 52, there are disposed the
liquid crystal display panel 4 and the touch panel 3 by
laminating the latter on the visible side of the former.

[0082] The touch panel 3 is connected to a circuit board 64
through the intermediary of a touch panel flexible printed
circuit (FPC) 61, transmitting or receiving given signals.
The liquid crystal display panel 4 is connected to the circuit
board 64 through the intermediary of a liquid crystal display
panel FPC 63, transmitting or receiving given signals.
Further, an integrated circuit (IC) 62 for converting signals
of the circuit board 64 into display signals of the liquid
crystal display panel 4 is mounted directly on a second
substrate 6, making up the liquid crystal display panel 4, by
the chip-on-glass (COG) method.

[0083] The circuit board 64 is provided with a battery
anode terminal 73 and a battery cathode terminal 74 for
making a connection with a battery 72. Further, the com-
munication sensor 58 for use in communication with exter-
nal equipment is connected with the circuit board 64 via a
connection terminal 71 for communication.

[0084] As shown in FIG. 4, with the liquid crystal display
panel 4 of the portable information equipment, a first sub-
strate 1 and the second substrate 6, made up of a glass sheet
of 0.5 mm thick, respectively, are coupled with a predeter-
mined gap provided therebetween by a sealing member 16
made of epoxy resin, and the liquid crystal layer 15 is
formed by filling the gap with liquid crystal and closing the
gap with a closing member (not shown).

[0085] On the face of the second substrate 6, on the side
of the liquid crystal layer 15, a reflector 8 made up of an
aluminum film of 0.1 sm thick is disposed, and on top of the
reflector 8, there are disposed red (R) color filters 9, green
(G) color filters 10, and blue (B) color filters 11, a protective
planarization layer 12 for maintaining the characteristics of
the respective color filters and the reflector 8 and applying
planarization to the surfaces thereof, and second electrodes
7 made up of a transparent and electrically conductive film
patterned in the shape of a stripe. In FIG. 4, constituent
members associated with connection with the circuit board
64 are omitted in illustration.

[0086] Further, first electrodes 2 made up of a transparent
and electrically conductive film patterned in the shape of a
stripe, crossing the second electrodes 7 at right angles, are
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installed on the face of the first substrate 1, on the side of the
liquid crystal layer 15. Each of crossover points of the first
electrodes 2 and the second electrodes 7 defines the address
of a pixel.

[0087] As shown in FIG. 5, an alignment direction 121 of
liquid crystal molecules in the upper part of the liquid crystal
layer 15, on the side of the first substrate 1, is a direction
rotated through 30° clockwise relative to the horizontal axis
H-H of a display screen 5 (in the figure, an angle of
clockwise rotation is designated by the minus sign), and an
alignment direction 122 of liquid crystal molecules in the
lower part of the liquid crystal layer 15, on the side of the
second substrate 6, is a direction rotated through 30° coun-
terclockwise. Accordingly, in the liquid crystal layer 15,
there are adopted 240° supertwisted nematic (STN) liquid
crystal with an alignment direction of liquid crystal mol-
ecules thereof, twisted through 240° from the side of the first
substrate 1 to the side of the second substrate 6. The liquid
crystal molecules are aligned by the agency of alignment
layers not shown in the figure.

[0088] As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, on a lower substrate
26 of the touch panel 3, made up of a transparent triacetyl-
cellulose (TAC) film or a polyethyl sulfonate (PES) film,
there are disposed lower electrodes 27 made up of a trans-
parent and electrically conductive film, a pair of X-elec-
trodes 28 made of silver paste, disposed at both ends of the
lower electrodes 27, in the X-axis direction, and X-wiring
clectrodes 29 as well as X-transfer electrodes 30, connected
with the respective X-electrodes 28. The lower electrodes 27
have resistance of several hundred ohms (€), and the
respective X-electrodes 28 have resistance of several ohms
[0089] The respective X-transfer electrodes 30 are dis-
posed on peripheral parts of the lower substrate 26, and are
electrically connected with respective X-connection elec-
trodes 34 made of silver paste, disposed on the underside of
an upper substrate 21, via an electrically conductive paste
38. The electrically conductive paste 38 is formed by
pouring electrically conductive paste to the X-connection
electrode 34 disposed on the underside of the upper substrate
21 through a transfer hole 37 defined in the lower substrate
26. Incidentally, in the actual process of fabricating the touch
panel 3, fabrication is carried out with constituent members
placed in a position inverted from that shown in the figures.

[0090] Further, dome-like spacers 39 are disposed on the
lower electrodes 27. The dome-like spacers 39 are formed
by a photolithographic process or a printing process, and are
in a shape of 5 to 10 ym in height, and 10 to 15 ym in
diameter.

[0091] The upper substrate 21 disposed opposite to the
lower substrate 26 is a plastic substrate made up of a
transparent triacetylcellulose (TAC) film or a polyethyl
sulfonate (PES) film, or a glass sheet. On the face of the
upper substrate 21, opposite to the lower substrate 26, there
are disposed upper electrodes 22 made up of a transparent
and electrically conductive film, a pair of Y-electrodes 31
made of silver paste, disposed at both ends of the upper
electrodes 22, in the Y-axis direction, and Y-wiring elec-
trodes 32 as well as Y-connection electrodes 33, connected
with the respective Y-electrodes 31 (refer to FIG. 6). The
upper electrode 22 has resistance of several hundred ohms
(Q), and the respective Y-electrodes 31 have resistance of
several ohms (Q).
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[0092] Further, on the inner surface of the upper substrate
21, there is disposed a short-prevention insulation film 35 for
prevention of short circuit with the electrodes installed on
the lower substrate 26. Regions where the short-prevention
insulation film 35 is disposed are parts opposite to the
periphery of the lower electrodes 27, the Y-electrodes 31 or
the Y-wiring electrodes 32.

[0093] As shown in FIG. 6, on parts of the periphery of
the upper substrate 21, there are provided the Y-connection
electrodes 33 and the X-connection electrode 34 for making
a connection with the touch panel FPC 61 used for connec-
tion with the circuit board 64 shown in FIG. 3. Connection
of the Y-connection electrodes 33 as well as the X-connec-
tion electrodes 34 with the touch panel FPC 61 is imple-
mented by use of an anisotropic electrically conductive
adhesive (not shown) composed of a thermosetting resin and
electrically conductive particles mixed therein.

[0094] The upper substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26
are coupled together with a gap of 50 um in width provided
therebetween by use of a touch panel sealing member 40
made of urethane resin such that the upper electrode 22 is
opposed to the lower electrode 27, and the gap is filled with
a filling medium 41 composed of polydimethyl siloxane,
glycerin, or paraffin.

[0095] In this connection, the refractive index of, for
example, polydimethyl siloxane is about 1.4, the refractive
index of the glass sheet is about 1.5, and the refractive index
of an indium tin oxide (ITO) film which is the transparent
and electrically conductive film is in a range of around 1.7
to 1.9. Accordingly, by filling the gap between the upper
substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26 with the filling
medium 41, the difference in the refractive index between
the filling medium 41 and the ITO film can be reduced in
comparison with the case of air with the refractive index
thereof at 1 being present in the gap, so that reflection of
light at the interface therebetween can be considerably
reduced.

[0096] Further, the first substrate 1 disposed on the visible
side of the liquid crystal display panel 4 shown in FIG. 4,
and the lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3 are bonded
to each other with a double-sided adhesive layer 44. As
shown in an enlarged state in FIG. 8, the double-sided
adhesive layer 44 is composed of transparent spacers 48
made of plastics and an adhesive layer 47 made of a
transparent adhesive having refractive index differing from
that of the former, and has an area substantially equivalent
to the display region of the liquid crystal display panel 4.
Accordingly, the liquid crystal display panel 4 is bonded to
the touch panel 3 with the double-sided adhesive layer 44.

[0097] The double-sided adhesive layer 44 has optical
diffusibility, but have no optical anisotropy, and is capable of
allowing light to pass therethrough with the direction of
polarization and retardation maintained as they are. Further,
the refractive index of the double-sided adhesive layer 44 is
smaller than that of the transparent and electrically conduc-
tive film making up the upper electrodes 22 and the lower
electrodes 27 of the touch panel 3, but greater than that of
air as with the case of the filling medium 41.

[0098] Further, a constituent member more elastic than the
sealing member 16 or spacers (not shown in the figure) used
for maintaining the gap of the liquid crystal display panel 4
is preferably used for the double-sided adhesive layer 44.
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[0099] As shown in FIG. 8, a first incident light ray 131
falling on the portable information equipment from outside
through the touch panel 3 repeats reflection and refraction at
the interfaces between the transparent spacers 48 and the
adhesive layer 47, going out as a first outgoing light ray 132
towards the liquid crystal display panel 4. Meanwhile,
another incident light ray, that is, a second incident light ray
133, also repeats reflection and refraction at the interfaces
between the transparent spacers 48 and the adhesive layer
47, going out as a second outgoing light ray 134 towards the
touch panel 3.

[0100] A third incident light ray 135 (the first outgoing
light ray 132 as reflected from the reflector 8) entering from
the side of the liquid crystal display panel 4 repeats reflec-
tion and refraction at the interfaces between the transparent
spacers 48 and the adhesive layer 47, going out as third
outgoing light rays 136 towards the touch panel 3.

[0101] Ttis possible to improve contrast in display effected
by the liquid crystal display panel 4 by increasing a ratio of
the first outgoing light ray 132 to the first incident light ray
131, and a ratio of the third outgoing light rays 136 to the
third incident light ray 135 while decreasing a ratio of the
second outgoing light ray 134 to the second incident light
ray 133.

[0102] A product called EDA (trade name) manufactured
by Simitomo 3-M Co., Ltd. is used this time for the
double-sided adhesive layer 44, however, besides the same,
use may be made of a white diffusion film made up of a thin
plastic substrate in which transparent spacers having refrac-
tive index differing from that of the former are mixed, or a
composite film made up of an adhesive layer provided on
both sides of a white diffusion film. It has been demonstrated
by tests that the double-sided adhesive layer 44 composed of
a single layer of the adhesive layer 47, capable of achieving
reduction in thickness, is effective in respect of blurring of
images in display.

[0103] On the visible side of the upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3, there are disposed a twisted retardation film
(first retardation film) 46, and a polarizer (first polarizer) 45
in that order from the side of the upper substrate 21 by
laminating one on top of the other.

[0104] With the twisted retardation film 46, molecules
thereof on the side of the touch panel 3 (the underside
thereof), are aligned in a direction oriented at an angle of 58°
counterclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H of the
display screen 5 shown in FIG. §, and molecules on the
upper side thereof are aligned in a direction oriented at an
angle of 125° clockwise relative to the same horizontal axis
H-H as described above, so that the molecules on the
underside are twisted through 177° clockwise from the
molecules on the upper side thereof. The polarizer 45 is an
absorption type polarizer, and is disposed such that the
absorption axis thereof is aligned in a direction oriented at
an angle of 35° counterclockwise relative to the horizontal
axis H-H of the display screen 5.

[0105] With such a configuration as described above, color
display in excellent contrast can be effected simply by
installing two films, that is, the polarizer 45 and the twisted
retardation film 46, on top of the upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3, so that excellent display quality can be
ensured without deteriorating input sensitivity of the touch
panel 3.
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[0106] For the twisted retardation film 46, use is made of
a film obtained by applying a liquid crystalline polymer
having a twist structure to a triacetylcellulose (TAC) film or
a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) film to which an align-
ment treatment has been applied, adjusting a twist angle
thereof after turning the same into a liquid crystal state by
heating at a high temperature on the order of 150° C., and
subsequently, rapidly cooling the same to room temperature,
thereby fixing a twisted condition thereof.

[0107] Otherwise, use may be made of a right-handed
(clockwise) twisted retardation film having a twist angle of
-177° and And value, indicating birefringent tendency, of
730 nanometers (nm), made up of a film formed by applying
a liquid crystalline polymer to a film separately prepared
with an alignment treatment already applied thereto, fixing
a twisted condition thereof, and subsequently, transferring
the liquid crystalline polymer to a TAC film.

[0108] Further, because the polarizer 45 having a high
polarization degree and a high transmittance is preferable, a
type of material having transmittance at 45% and a polar-
ization degree at 99.9% is used for the polarizer 45. Fur-
thermore, by coating the face of the polarizer 45, on the
visible side thereof, with a plurality of inorganic thin films
having varying refractive indices by the vacuum deposition
method or the sputtering method, or by coating the same
with one or two layers of an organic material, it is possible
to reduce reflectance at the surface of the polarizer 45,
thereby improving display quality of the liquid crystal
display panel 4.

[0109] Still further, with the portable information equip-
ment, since an input is provided from the surface of the
polarizer 45, a viewer touches the polarizer 45. Accordingly,
for preventing contamination from occurring to the surface
of the polarizer 45, the surface thereof is coated with
fluororesin. Further, for preventing scratches and so forth
from occurring to the polarizer 45, it is effective to form a
hard coat layer made up of a silicon oxide film on the
surface.

[0110] Furthermore, in the case where it is too expensive
to apply such treatments as described onto the polarizer 45,
it is also effective to bond a polyethylene terephthalate
(PET) film, to which treatments for antireflection and hard
coat have been applied, to the surface of the polarizer 45
with an acrylic adhesive.

[0111] With the liquid crystal display device with the input
panel attached thereto, incorporated in the portable infor-
mation equipment according to this embodiment of the
invention, there exists no air layer between the lower sub-
strate 26 of the touch panel 3 and the first substrate 1 of the
liquid crystal display panel 4 because the double-sided
adhesive layer 44 is provided, so that reflection at the
interfaces therebetween can be prevented.

[0112] Because the reflection at the interfaces is pre-
vented, it is possible to prevent polarized light entering after
transmitted through the polarizer and the retardation film,
disposed on the visible side of the touch panel 3, from
returning to the viewer’s side as light having the direction of
polarization and retardation other than those of light sub-
jected to modulation by the agency of the liquid crystal
display panel 4. Accordingly, it is possible to prevent col-
oring of display and deterioration in contrast by use of
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nothing but constituent members required for effecting dis-
play of the liquid crystal display panel.

[0113] Furthermore, since the double-sided adhesive layer
44 disposed between the touch panel 3 and the liquid crystal
display panel 4 has optical diffusibility, there in no need of
causing the reflector 8 making up the liquid crystal display
panel 4 to have optical diffusibility, and consequently, the
reflector 8 is not required to be in a shape with bumps and
dips formed on its surface, thereby enabling the constitution
thereof to be simplified.

[0114] Now, referring to FIG. 9, display quality of the
liquid crystal display device with the input panel attached
thereto according to the first embodiment of the invention,
and that of a conventional liquid crystal display device with
an input panel attached thereto wherein a touch panel is
simply disposed on top of a liquid crystal display panel will
be described hereinafter. FIG. 9 is a view showing results of
evaluation made on brightness, contrast, chroma, and blur-
ring of images in connection with these liquid crystal display
devices. The blurring of an image indicates a degree of
mutual interference when one pixel only is turned into the
display-on state, and pixels around the former are turned into
the display-off state, and is recognized as defocusing of the
image.

[0115] As shown in FIG. 9, brightness of display effected
by the conventional liquid crystal display device is found
somewhat brighter. This is because light reflected from the
touch panel of a conventional construction is large in quan-
tity, and is added to a quantity of reflected light at the time
of reflective display, so that display is recognized seemingly
brighter. On the other hand, with the constitution according
to the present embodiment of the invention, since reflection
of light from the touch panel 3 is reduced, brightness as a
whole is rendered slightly lower in spite of an increase in
portions of light reflected from the liquid crystal display
panel 4.

[0116] With the conventional construction, contrast in
display significantly deteriorates because light reflected
from the touch panel is large in quantity as described above,
and is added to reflected light in whole from the liquid
crystal display panel regardless of display contents. That is,
the light reflected from the touch panel ends up as a noise
component acting against display of the liquid crystal dis-
play panel.

[0117] On the other hand, with the constitution according
to the present embodiment of the invention, light reflected
from the touch panel 3 can be reduced in quantity, and
furthermore, changes in the direction of polarization and
retardation value due to reflection at the touch panel 3 can
also be prevented. Accordingly, the direction of polarization
and the retardation value of light reflected from the reflector
8 and outgoing from the liquid crystal layer 15 can be
efficiently conveyed to the polarizer 45 disposed on the
visible side, so that contrast is significantly improved.

[0118] Further, with the conventional construction,
because reflection from the touch panel and reflection from
between the touch panel and the liquid crystal display panel
occur, there will occur, for example, addition of noises to
display of the liquid crystal display panel due to, for
example, an interference color at the interface between an
ITO film and an air layer, and defocusing of the edges of the



US 2002/0054261 Al

image due to multiple reflections, resulting in deterioration
of chroma and blurring of the images. In contrast, with the
construction according to the present embodiment of the
invention, since reflection from the touch panel 3 and
reflection from between the touch panel 3 and the liquid
crystal display panel 4 can be rendered extremely small,
color shift and blurring of the image due to the interference
at the interface can be reduced.

[0119] As is evident from the foregoing description, with
the constitution according to the first embodiment of the
invention, it is possible to prevent reflection inside the touch
panel and reflection between the touch panel and the liquid
crystal display panel. Further, because deterioration in trans-
mittance due to reflection, coloring, and absorption of light
can be prevented as a result of reduction in the number of the
constituent members, it is possible to improve display qual-
ity of the liquid crystal display device at the time of
reflective display, and particularly, to drastically improve
contrast and chroma.

[0120] Further, with the present embodiment, the double-
sided adhesive layer 44 having optical diffusibility is pro-
vided between the lower substrate 26 making up the touch
panel 3 and the first substrate 1 making up the liquid crystal
display panel 4, however, if another constituent member
having optical diffusibility is disposed between the lower
substrate 26 and the polarizer 45 disposed closest to the
viewer, or on the viewer’s side of the polarizer 48, this will
enable reflection of incident light from an external light
source to be reduced inside the touch panel 3 as well.

[0121] In this case, if diffusion intensity of the double-
sided adhesive layer 44 is rendered higher and that of other
constituent members is rendered lower, displacement of
display of the liquid crystal display panel 4 can be sup-
pressed. In particular, in the case of display using the color
filters, it is possible to prevent mixing of colors between
pixels in close proximity to each other, and blurring of
images in display.

[0122] Second Embodiment: FIG. 10

[0123] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a second embodiment of
a liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIG. 10.

[0124] FIG. 10 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device.
In FIG. 10, parts corresponding to those of the first embodi-
ment are denoted by like reference numerals, and description
thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts other than
those shown in FIG. 10 are the same as those of the first
embodiment, and description thereof is also omitted.

[0125] The present embodiment is characterized in that a
reflector used in a liquid crystal display panel is a transflec-
tive reflector, and a retardation film, a polarizer, and an
auxiliary light source are disposed on the side of a second
substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, opposite from a
liquid crystal layer.

[0126] With the liquid crystal display panel 4' of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 10, a transflective
reflector 18 made up of an aluminum film of 0.02 ym thick
is disposed on the face of a second substrate 6 made up of
a glass sheet of 0.5 mm thick, on the side of a liquid crystal
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layer 15, and on top of the transflective reflector 18, there are
disposed red color filters 9, green color filters 10, blue color
filters 11, a protective planarization layer 12 for maintaining
the characteristics of the respective color filters and the
transflective reflector 18 and applying planarization to the
surfaces thereof, and second electrodes 7 each made up of a
transparent and electrically conductive film patterned in the
shape of a stripe, in that order.

[0127] The transflective reflector 18 is the so-called half
mirror allowing portions of light to pass therethrough and
the remainder of the light to be reflected. With the present
embodiment, since the aluminum film making up the trans-
flective reflector 18 is formed to a thickness of 0.02 um, the
transflective reflector 18 has a characteristic of transmitting
about 10 to 20% of light therethrough while reflecting
remaining 80 to 90% of the light.

[0128] Further, as with the case of the first embodiment,
first electrodes 2 each made up of a transparent and electri-
cally conductive film patterned in the shape of a stripe,
crossing the second electrodes 7 at right angles, are installed
on the face of a first substrate 1 on the side of the liquid
crystal layer 15. Each of crossover points of the first
electrodes 2 and the second electrodes 7 defines the address
of a pixel.

[0129] As with the first embodiment, the first substrate 1
and the second substrate 6 are coupled with a predetermined
gap provided therebetween by a sealing member 16 made of
epoxy resin, and a liquid crystal layer 15 is formed by filling
the gap with liquid crystal, thereby completing the liquid
crystal display panel 4'.

[0130] In the same way as with the first embodiment, a
double-sided adhesive layer 44 is provided on the first
substrate 1 disposed on the visible side of the liquid crystal
display panel 4' and is bonded to a lower substrate 26 of a
touch panel 3 serving as an input panel. Since the constitu-
tion of the touch panel 3 is the same as that described in the
first embodiment, description thereof is omitted. The same
applies to a twisted retardation film 46 and a first polarizer
45, provided on the visible side of the touch panel 3.

[0131] On the face of the second substrate 6 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4', on the side thereof opposite from the
liquid crystal layer 15 (opposite from the visible side), there
are disposed a second retardation film 49, a second polarizer
66, and an auxiliary light source 70 in that order from the
side of the second substrate 6. For the auxiliary light source
70 used in the second embodiment, a backlight unit com-
prising a cold cathode 69, a reflection mirror (not shown),
and an optical diffusing film 68 is adopted, however, besides
the backlight unit as described above, a backlight unit
comprising a white electroluminescent (EL) device or a light
emitting diode (LED) device and an optical guide sheet may
be used for the auxiliary light source 70.

[0132] The second retardation film 49 is a film of 70 ym
thick formed by drawing polycarbonate (PC), and has a
retardation value of 0.14 um at a wavelength of 0.55 um,
equivalent to a quarter-wavelength (}). For the second
retardation film 49, use is made of a common retardation
film whose refractive index includes a refractive index (nx)
in the x-direction greater than a refractive index (ny) in the
y-direction, and a refractive index (nz) in the z-direction
equal to the refractive index (ny) in the y-direction. The
second polarizer 66 is an absorption type polarizer equiva-
lent to the first polarizer 43.
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[0133] The second retardation film 49 is disposed such
that the retardation axis thereof is in a direction oriented at
an angle of 75° counterclockwise relative to the horizontal
axis H-H of the display screen 5 shown in FIG. 5, and the
second polarizer 66 is disposed such that the absorption axis
thereof is in a direction oriented at an angle of 60° clockwise
relative to the horizontal axis H-H described above so as to
cross the absorption axis of the first polarizer 45 substan-
tially at right angles.

[0134] With the aforementioned constitution, when the
surroundings where the liquid crystal display device is used
are bright, display in a reflective display mode making use
of an external light source can be effected. In such a state,
the same advantageous effect as described in the first
embodiment can be obtained.

[0135] Meanwhile, when the surroundings where the lig-
uid crystal display device is used are dark, display in a
transmissive display mode can be effected by lighting up an
auxiliary light source 70, thereby causing outgoing light
therefrom to enter the device through the second polarizer
66 so as to be able to take advantage of the agency of the first
polarizer 45, and optical changes occurring to the liquid
crystal layer 15 as a result of voltage applied thereto.

[0136] Accordingly, the liquid crystal display device
according to the present embodiment can be used in a variety
of environments.

[0137] Incidentally, in the case of using the liquid crystal
display device when the surroundings where the liquid
crystal display device is used are not pitch-dark, but faintly
bright, light from an external light source is reflected from
the display surface of the liquid crystal display device, and
goes out to the viewer’s side, whereupon the light is added
to light of display effected by the agency of the auxiliary
light source 70, thereby bringing about deterioration in
contrast. However, even when transmissive display is
effected, it is possible to improve display quality of the
liquid crystal display device, and in particular, to improve
contrast and chroma by preventing reflection inside the
touch panel, reflection between the touch panel and the
liquid crystal display panel, and deterioration of transmit-
tance due to reflection, coloring, and absorption of light as
described in the foregoing. Furthermore, bright display can
be effected by reducing the number of the constituent
members.

[0138] Third Embodiment: FIG. 11

[0139] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a third embodiment of a
liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIG. 11.

[0140] FIG. 11 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device.
In FIG. 11, parts corresponding to those of the first embodi-
ment are denoted by like reference numerals, and description
thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts other than
those shown in FIG. 11 are the same as those of the first
embodiment, and description thereof is also omitted.

[0141] The present embodiment is characterized in that an
inter-panel filling medium 102 which is a mutual filling
medium is provided between a first substrate 1' making up
a liquid crystal display panel 4" and a lower substrate 26
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making up a touch panel 3 by sealing the same therein-
between with a mutually sealing member 101.

[0142] The liquid crystal display panel 4" of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 11 is substantially the
same in constitution as the liquid crystal display panel 4
according to the first embodiment except that a sand blast
treatment is applied to the surface of the first substrate 1', on
the side thereof, opposite from a liquid crystal layer 15, and
further, an etching treatment using an aqueous solution
containing fluoric acid is applied to the surface, thereby
forming an optically scattering surface in a hemispherical
shape. The touch panel 3 has the same construction as
described in the first embodiment. The same applies to a
twisted retardation film 46 and a polarizer 45, disposed on
the visible side of the touch panel 3.

[0143] With the present embodiment, a gap of 10 ym in
width is provided between the lower substrate 26 making up
the touch panel 3 and the first substrate 1' disposed on the
visible side of the liquid crystal display panel 4", and both
the substrates are bonded together with a mutually sealing
member 101. Then, the gap is filled with the inter-panel
filling medium 102.

[0144] For the inter-panel filling medium (mutual filling
medium ) 102, any medium may be used as long as it is a
liquid having fluidity and the refractive index thereof is
smaller than that of a transparent and electrically conductive
film making up upper electrodes 22 and lower electrodes 27
of the touch panel 3, but is greater than that of air. However,
if the same material as a filling medium 41 filling a gap
between an upper substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26 of
the touch panel 3 is used for the inter-panel filling medium
102, the filling medium 41 and the inter-panel filling
medium 102 can be simultaneously sealed into both the
gaps, respectively.

[0145] With the liquid crystal display device with the input
panel attached thereto according to the present embodiment,
as a result of sealing the inter-panel filling medium 102
in-between the lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3 and
the first substrate 1' of the liquid crystal display panel 4" as
described above, an air layer is eliminated therebetween, so
that reflection of light at these interfaces can be prevented as
with the case of the first embodiment. Further, since deflec-
tion of the touch panel 3 occurring due to pressure applied
to the upper substrate 21 when an input is provided to the
touch panel 3 can be alleviated by the inter-panel filling
medium 102 having fluidity and impact absorptivity, it is
possible to prevent transfer of the deflection to the liquid
crystal display panel 4", thereby lessening a change in the
thickness of the liquid crystal layer 15, and also, to prevent
occurrence of disorder in display. Besides, the same advan-
tageous effects as described in the first embodiment will also
be obtained.

[0146] Furthermore, if optical diffusibility is imparted to
the inter-panel filling medium 102, the need for the first
substrate 1' having optical diffusibility will be eliminated, so
that the constitution of the liquid crystal display panel 4" can
be simplified.

[0147] Furthermore, by installing a constituent member
having optical diffusibility between the lower substrate 26
and the polarizer 45 disposed closest to the viewer, or on the
viewer’s side of the polarizer 45, reflection of incident light
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from an external light source can be reduced even inside the
touch panel 3. In this case, if diffusion intensity of the
inter-panel filling medium 102 is rendered higher and that of
others is rendered lower, displacement of display of the
liquid crystal display panel 4" can be suppressed. In par-
ticular, in the case of display using the color filters, it is
possible to prevent mixing of colors between pixels in close
proximity to each other, and blurring of images in display.

[0148] Fourth Embodiment: FIG. 12

[0149] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a fourth embodiment of
a liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIG. 12. FIG. 12 is a sectional view
similar to FIG. 4, showing the constitution of the liquid
crystal display device. In FIG. 12, parts corresponding to
those of the first embodiment are denoted by like reference
numerals, and description thereof is omitted or simplified.
Further, parts other than those shown in FIG. 12 are the
same as those of the first embodiment, and description
thereof is also omitted.

[0150] The present embodiment is characterized by the
construction thereof, wherein only a polarizer is disposed on
the viewer’s side of an upper substrate of a touch panel.

[0151] Aliquid crystal display panel 4 of the liquid crystal
display device shown in FIG. 12 is the same as the liquid
crystal display panel 4 of the first embodiment, and descrip-
tion thereof is therefore omitted.

[0152] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4, a double-sided adhesive layer 44
which is the same as that of the first embodiment is disposed,
and on the visible side thereof, there are disposed a second
retardation film 49 and a first retardation film 46 in that order
by laminating one on top of the other. Further, the first
retardation film 46 and a lower substrate 26 of the touch
panel 3 which is an input panel are bonded to each other with
an adhesive.

[0153] Since the touch panel 3 as well is the same as that
described in the first embodiment, description thereof is
omitted.

[0154] The first retardation film 46 is a transparent film of
70 um thick formed by drawing polycarbonate (PC), has a
retardation value of 0.72 um at a wavelength of 550 nm, and
is disposed such that the retardation axis thereof is in a
direction oriented at an angle of 27° counterclockwise
relative to the vertical axis of the display screen.

[0155] The second retardation film 49 is a transparent film
of about 100 um thick, formed by drawing polypropylene
(PP), has a retardation value of 0.175 ym at a wavelength of
550 nm, and is disposed such that the retardation axis thereof
is in a direction oriented at an angle of 80° counterclockwise
relative to the horizontal axis of the display screen.

[0156] The polarizer 45 is bonded to the visible side of the
upper substrate 21 of the touch panel 3. The polarizer 45 is
the same as that used in the first embodiment, and is
disposed such that the absorption axis thereof is in a direc-
tion oriented at an angle of 11° counterclockwise relative to
the horizontal axis of the display screen.

[0157] With such a constitution as described above, the
maximum flexibility of the upper substrate 21 can be

May 9, 2002

ensured as a result of reduction in the number of constituent
members disposed on the visible side of the upper substrate
21 of the touch panel 3, thereby enhancing sensitivity of the
touch panel 3. Furthermore, the present embodiment is
constructed so as not to allow an interface between media
each having a largely different refractive index to exist
between the polarizer 45 disposed on the upper substrate 21
and the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display panel 4
due to the presence of a filling medium 41, the double-sided
adhesive layer 44, and so forth, so that display quality of the
liquid crystal display panel can be improved as with the case
of the first embodiment.

[0158] Fifth Embodiment: FIGS. 13 to 16

[0159] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a fifth embodiment of a
liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 13 to 16.

[0160] FIG. 13 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device,
FIG. 14 is a view showing alignment directions of mol-
ecules of a twisted retardation film provided in the liquid
crystal display device, FIG. 15 is a view showing disposi-
tion directions of a polarizer, a first retardation film, and a
second retardation film, provided in the liquid crystal dis-
play device, and FIG. 16 is a graph showing wavelength
dependency of respective retardation values of the first and
second retardation films, and both these films used in
combination as a composite retardation film.

[0161] InFIG. 13, parts corresponding to those of the first
embodiment are denoted by like reference numerals, and
description thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts
other than those shown in FIG. 13 are the same as those of
the liquid crystal display device with the input panel
attached thereto according to the first embodiment, and
description thereof is also omitted.

[0162] The present embodiment is characterized by the
construction thereof, wherein unnecessary reflection of Light
from a viewer’s side is prevented by installing a quarter-
wave film and a half-wave film between a polarizer 45
disposed on the viewer’s side of a touch panel 3 and the
touch panel 3.

[0163] Aliquid crystal display panel 4 of the liquid crystal
display device shown in FIG. 13 is the same as the liquid
crystal display panel 4 of the first embodiment, and descrip-
tion thereof is therefore omitted.

[0164] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4, the same double-sided adhesive
layer 44 as described in the first embodiment is disposed,
and on the visible side of the double-sided adhesive layer 44,
a twisted retardation film (inter-panel retardation film) 77 is
laminated thereto. The twisted retardation film 77 and a
lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3 which is an input
panel are bonded together with an adhesive. The touch panel
3 as well 1s the same as described in the first embodiment,
and description thereof is therefore omitted.

[0165] As shown in FIG. 14, with the twisted retardation
film 77, molecules thereof on the side of the first substrate
1 (on the underside) are aligned in a lower molecular
alignment direction 126 oriented at an angle of 60° coun-
terclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H of the
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display screen 5, and molecules thereof on the upper side are
aligned in an upper molecular alignment direction 127
oriented at an angle of 235° clockwise (at an angle of 55°
from the 9 o’clock direction towards the 12 o’clock direc-
tion) relative to the horizontal axis H-H as described above,
so that the molecules on the underside are twisted through
245° clockwise from the molecules on the upper side. In
FIG. 14, an angle of clockwise rotation is designated by the
minus sign.

[0166] With the present embodiment, a liquid crystalline
polymer film with a twist condition fixed at room tempera-
ture is used for the twisted retardation film 77, however, with
the use of a temperature compensatory twisted retardation
film wherein parts of liquid crystal molecules are simply
bonded to chain polymer molecules, and a And (n: refractive
index, d: thickness of a liquid crystalline polymer) value
thereof indicating birefringent tendency varies depending on
temperature, brightness and contrast are improved at high
and low temperatures, thereby ensuring more excellent
display quality.

[0167] On the visible side of an upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3, there are disposed a second retardation film
49, a first retardation film 46 and a polarizer 45 in that order
from the side of the upper substrate 21 by laminating one on
top of the other.

[0168] For the second retardation film 49, use is made of
a transparent film of 70 um thick formed by drawing
polycarbonate (PC), serving as a quarter-wave film having a
retardation value of 0.136 um at a wavelength of 0.55 um.
Further, for the first retardation film 46, use is made of a
transparent film of 70 pum thick formed by drawing poly-
carbonate (PC), serving as a half-wave film having a retar-
dation value of 0.27 um at a wavelength of 0.55 um.

[0169] As shown in FIG. 15, the second retardation film
49 is disposed such that the retardation axis thereof is
oriented in a retardation axis direction 124 rotated through
60° counterclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H of
the display screen 5, and the first retardation film 46 is
disposed such that the retardation axis thereof is oriented in
a retardation axis direction 123 rotated through 120° coun-
terclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H as described
above. Accordingly, an intersection angle formed by respec-
tive retardation axes of the first retardation film 46 and the
second retardation film 49 is 60°.

[0170] As to the case of laminating the first retardation
film 46 to the second retardation film 49 as described above
and using the same as the composite retardation film, the

characteristics thereof are described hereinafter with refer-
ence to FIG. 16.

[0171] The retardation value of the quarter-wave film used
as the second retardation film 49 has wavelength depen-
dency increasing on the side of shorter wavelengths and
decreasing on the side of longer wavelengths as indicated by
a chain line 97 in FIG. 16. The retardation value of the
half-wave film used as the first retardation film 46 also
shows wavelength dependency similar to that for the quar-
ter-wave film as indicated by a solid line 96 in the figure.
This is because both the quarter-wave film and the half-wave
film are normally formed of the same material.

[0172] However, by laminating the first retardation film 46
to the second retardation film 49 as described above, the
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retardation value at a wavelength of 0.55 um becomes
equivalent to the difference between a half-wavelength and
a quarter-wavelength, that is, a quarter-wavelength, and
further, the first and second retardation films can be used as
a quarter-wave film having hardly any wavelength depen-
dency in all wavelength regions in application as indicated
by a broken line 98 in the figure.

[0173] With the present embodiment, there are provided
conditions where there hardly exists wavelength depen-
dency by virtue of the characteristics of a liquid crystal layer
15 and the twisted retardation film 77, however, by the
agency of the first retardation film 46 and second retardation
film 49, it is possible to attain wavelength dependency most
favorable to the characteristics of the liquid crystal layer 15.
Accordingly, by installing the twisted retardation film
therein and using the same in a composite way, temperature
dependency and viewing-angle dependency can also be
improved.

[0174] The polarizer 45 disposed on the visible side of the
first retardation film 46 is the same as that described in the
first embodiment, and as shown in FIG. 15, it is disposed
such that the absorption axis thereof is in an absorption axis
direction 125 oriented at an angle of 135° counterclockwise
relative to the horizontal axis H-H.

[0175] With such a constitution as described above, light
reflected from the constituent members of the touch panel 3
or from interfaces between the respective constituent mem-
bers can be prevented from going out to the viewer’s side by
virtue of the polarizer 45, the first retardation film 46, and
the second retardation film 49, so that display with high
chroma and in excellent contrast can be effected.

[0176] More specifically, by rendering the difference in
retardation value between the first retardation film 46 and
the second retardation film 49 substantially equivalent to a
quarter-wavelength, linearly polarized light passing through
the transmission axis of the polarizer 45 disposed on the
visible side is turned into, for example, a right-hand twisted
circularly polarized light upon passing through the first
retardation film 46 and the second retardation film 49, and
falls on the touch panel 3. The right-hand twisted circularly
polarized light is turned into a left-hand twisted circularly
polarized light when reflected from the constituent members
of the touch panel 3 or from the interfaces therebetween. The
left-hand twisted circularly polarized light is turned into
linearly polarized light with the direction of polarization
rotated through 90° from the initial direction upon passing
through the first retardation film 46 and the second retarda-
tion film 49 again. Since the linearly polarized light falls on
the absorption axis of the polarizer 45, and is absorbed
thereby, so that the same does not go out to the viewer’s side.
Accordingly, reflection from the touch panel 3, already
reduced by a filling medium 41, can be further reduced, and
visibility of display by the liquid crystal display panel,
particularly, contrast can be further improved.

[0177] Further, as a result of causing the quarter-wave film
to function as the composite retardation film as described in
the foregoing, there exists hardly any wavelength depen-
dency of retardation, so that coloring of display can be
reduced, and display with high chroma can be effected.
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[0178]

[0179] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a sixth embodiment of a
liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIG. 17.

[0180] FIG. 17 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device.
In FIG. 17, parts corresponding to those of the first embodi-
ment are denoted by like reference numerals, and description
thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts other than
those shown in FIG. 17 are the same as those of the liquid
crystal display device with the input panel attached thereto
according to the first embodiment, and description thereof is
also omitted.

[0181] The present embodiment is characterized by adop-
tion of an active-matrix type liquid crystal display panel
provided with thin-film transistor (TFT) elements, cach
acting as a switching element, through the intermediary of
which a liquid crystal layer is driven.

[0182] With a liquid crystal display panel 104 of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 17, there are formed
gate electrodes 105 made up of a tantalum film on the face
of a second substrate 6 made up of a glass sheet of 0.7 mm
thick, on the side of a liquid crystal layer 15, a gate
insulation film 106 disposed on the respective gate elec-
trodes 105, and a semiconductor layer 107 made up of an
amorphous silicon (a-Si) film, disposed on the respective
gate insulation films 106 and the second substrate 6. On top
of the respective semiconductor layers 107 and the second
substrate 6, there are disposed a source electrode 108 and a
drain electrode 109, both made up of a chromium film,
thereby making up a multitude of (only two units are shown
in FIG. 17) thin-film transistor (TFT) elements 100.

[0183] The respective gate electrodes 105 are electrodes
oriented in the x-axis direction of the liquid crystal display
panel 104 while the respective source electrodes 108 are
electrodes oriented in the y-axis direction thereof.

[0184] Further, on top of the respective TFT elements 100
and the second substrate 6, there is provided an uneven
surface insulation film 115 with bumps and dips formed on
the surface thereof, and there is provided an inter-layer
insulation film hole 110 at spots of the uneven surface
insulation film 115, above the respective drain electrodes
109.

[0185] The uneven surface insulation film 115 is made of
a photosensitive acrylic resin, and the bumps and dips on the
surface are formed by the steps of irradiating spots for the
bumps with light, subsequently applying a photolithographic
process for enhancing solubility and a development process,
and a heat treatment for smoothing the bumps and dips. The
respective inter-layer insulation film holes 110 are formed
by completely dissolving parts of the photosensitive acrylic
resin, above the respective drain electrodes 109, through
irradiation thereof with ultraviolet light more intense than
that used for the formation of the bumps and dips, and an
exposure treatment for a long time, which are to be applied
prior to the formation of the bumps and dips.

[0186] On top of the uneven surface insulation film 115,
there are disposed reflective electrodes 116 electrically con-
nected to the respective drain electrodes 109 through the

Sixth Embodiment: FIG. 17
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respective inter-layer insulation film holes 110. Further, a
doped semiconductor layer is provided between the respec-
tive semiconductor layer 107 and the respective source
electrodes 108 or the drain electrodes 109, and a passivation
film is provided on top of the respective TFT elements 100,
however, illustration of these is omitted in the figure.

[0187] Meanwhile, on a first substrate 1, there are dis-
posed red color filters 9, green color filters 10, blue color
filters (not shown), and a protective planarization layer 12
for maintaining the characteristics of these color filters and
applying planarization to the surfaces thereof, and substan-
tially on the entire surface of the protective planarization
layer 12, first electrode 2 made up of a transparent and
electrically conductive film are disposed. Each of spots
where the first electrode 2 is opposed to the reflective
electrodes 116, respectively, defines the address of a pixel.

[0188] The first substrate 1 and the second substrate 6 are
coupled together with a predetermined gap provided ther-
ebetween by a sealing member 16 made of epoxy resin, and
the gap is filled with liquid crystal and closed with a closing
member (not shown), thereby forming a liquid crystal layer
15. Thus, the liquid crystal display panel 104 is completed.

[0189] For the liquid crystal layer 15, there is adopted
twisted namatic (TN) liquid crystal, of which liquid crystal
molecules on the side of the first substrate 1 are aligned in
a direction rotated through 112.5° clockwise relative to the
horizontal axis of the display screen as described hereinbe-
fore while liquid crystal molecules on the side of the second
substrate 6 are aligned in a direction rotated through 67.5°
clockwise relative to the horizontal axis described, so that
the liquid crystal molecules are twisted through 45° coun-
terclockwise from the first substrate 1 side to the second
substrate 6 side. Such alignment is implemented with align-
ment layers (not shown).

[0190] With the liquid crystal display panel 104, display is
effected by applying electric signals (voltages) to the liquid
crystal layer 15 of the respective pixels via the respective
TFT elements 100 scrving as the switching elements.
Accordingly, it is possible to cause liquid crystal molecules
to undergo a greater change in phase, and consequently,
brighter display can be effected as compared with the case
of employing supertwisted nematic (STN) liquid crystal. In
addition, it is possible to reduce the number of retardation
films to be used, deterioration in sensitivity of the touch
panel, and the thickness of the liquid crystal display device.

[0191] On the upper surface of the first substrate 1 dis-
posed on the visible side of the liquid crystal display panel
104, there is disposed a double-sided adhesive layer 44'
made of an acrylic resin, which bonds the liquid crystal
display device 104 to a lower substrate 26 of the touch panel
3 which is an input panel. The double-sided adhesive layer
44' has no optical diffusibility unlike the case of the first
embodiment.

[0192] The touch panel 3 has the same constitution as
described in the first embodiment, and description thereof is
therefore omitted.

[0193] On the viewer’s side of an upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3, there are disposed a retardation film (first
retardation film) 46 and a polarizer 45 in that order from the
side of the touch panel 3 by laminating one on top of the
other. The retardation film 46 is made up of a transparent
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film of 70 um thick formed by drawing polycarbonate (PC),
serving as a quarter-wave film having a retardation value of
0.137 um at a wavelength of 0.55 um. For the polarizer 45,
use is made of an absorption type polarizer wherein one of
the polarization axes is the transmission axis, and the other
of the polarization axes, substantially orthogonal to the
transmission axis, is the absorption axis. As with the first
embodiment, by applying the anti-reflection treatment, anti-
contamination treatment, hard coat treatment, and so forth,
to the surface of the polarizer 43, it is possible to achieve
improvement in display quality of the liquid crystal display
device and durability of the touch panel.

[0194] In the case of increasing the number of the pixels
for display in the liquid crystal display panel 104, the active
matrix type liquid crystal display panel making use of the
switching elements for driving the liquid crystal layer as in
the present embodiment is effective. That is, if the active
matrix type is adopted, a scope of selection for retardation
films installed in the liquid crystal display device can be
widened, a disposition angle as well as retardation value of
retardation films and a reflector can be variously selected,
and further, the liquid crystal layer of twisted alignment,
parallel alignment, and so forth can be put to use, so that it
becomes possible to make effective use of the constitution
according to the present invention.

[0195] Tt goes without saying that a type of liquid crystal
display panel using thin-film diode (TFD) clements as
switching elements may be adopted, or the same active
matrix type liquid crystal display panel as described in the
present embodiment may be applied to the liquid crystal
display device according to any of the first to fifth embodi-
ments.

[0196] Further, the switching elements may be disposed
on the side of the first substrate disposed on the visible side
of the liquid crystal display panel 104, however, if switching
elements and a reflector or a transflective reflector, con-
nected with the switching elements, are disposed on the
second substrate disposed on the side of the liquid crystal
display panel 104 opposite from the visible side thereof as
with case of the present embodiment, the color filters and the
first electrode 2 are disposed on the first substrate, the first
electrode 2 is formed to a relatively thin thickness, and
constituent members disposed between the touch panel and
the reflector or the transflective reflector are reduced in
number, this will enable bright display to be effected.

[0197] Seventh Embodiment: FIGS. 18 to 21

[0198] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a seventh embodiment of
a liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 18 to 21.

[0199] FIG. 18 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3,
showing a portable information equipment incorporating the
liquid crystal display device with the input panel attached
thereto, FIG. 19 is an enlarged sectional view similar to
FIGS. 4 and 13, showing the liquid crystal display panel
with the input panel attached thereto for use in the portable
information equipment. In FIGS. 18 and 19, parts corre-
sponding to those of the first and fifth embodiments are
denoted by like reference numerals.

[0200] The present embodiment is characterized in that a
vacant space is provided between a touch panel and a liquid
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crystal display panel, and the touch panel is not provided
with a filling medium. Otherwise, the present embodiment is
substantially the same as the fifth embodiment, and descrip-
tion thereof other than points of difference is therefore
omitted or simplified.

[0201] The constitution of the portable information equip-
ment shown in FIG. 18 is substantially the same as that of
the portable information equipment shown in FIG. 3 with
reference to the first embodiment, and differs therefrom only
in that the touch panel 3' of the former is somewhat different
from the touch panel 3 in FIG. 3, and the vacant space is
provided between the touch panel 3' and the liquid crystal
display panel 4.

[0202] The enlarged and detailed constitution of the touch
panel 3' and the liquid crystal display panel 4 is shown in
FIG. 19. Since the constitution of the liquid crystal display
panel 4 is the same as that of the liquid crystal display panel
4 according to the first and fifth embodiments shown in
FIGS. 4 and 13 description thereof is omitted.

[0203] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4, there is disposed a double-sided
adhesive layer 44 which is the same as that described in the
fifth embodiment, and on the visible side thereof, a twisted
retardation film (inter-panel retardation film) 77 is disposed
by bonding thereto.

[0204] As shown in FIG. 14, with the twisted retardation
film 77, molecules thereof on the side of the first substrate
1 (on the underside) are aligned in a lower molecular
alignment direction 126 oriented at an angle of 60° coun-
terclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H of the
display screen 5, and molecules thereof on the upper side are
aligned in an upper molecular alignment direction 127
oriented at an angle of 55° clockwise relative to the hori-
zontal axis H-H as described above, so that the molecules on
the underside of the twisted retardation film 77 are twisted
through 245° clockwise from the molecules on the upper
side.

[0205] For the twisted retardation film 77, use is made of
a film obtained by applying a liquid crystalline polymer
having a twist structure to a triacetylcellulose (TAC) film or
a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) film to which an align-
ment treatment has already been applied, adjusting a twist
angle thereof by turning the same into a liquid crystal state
at a high temperature on the order of 130° C., and subse-
quently, fixing a twist condition thereof by rapidly cooling
the same to room temperature.

[0206] Otherwise, use may be made of a right-handed
twisted retardation film having a twist angle of =177° and
And value of indicating birefringent tendency 780 nanom-
eters (nm) made up of a film formed by applying a liquid
crystalline polymer to a film separately prepared with an
alignment treatment applied thereto, fixing a twist condition
thereof, and subsequently, transferring the liquid crystalline
polymer to a TAC film.

[0207] As shown in FIG. 19, the vacant space 50, 0.2 mm
in width, is provided on the visible side of the twisted
retardation film 77, and the touch panel 3' is disposed such
that a lower substrate 26 thereof is opposed to the twisted
retardation film 77 with the vacant space 50 interposed
therebetween.

[0208] The touch panel 3' is substantially the same in
constitution as the touch panel 3 according to the first
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embodiment, shown in FIG. 4, but differs therefrom in that
a touch panel sealing member 40 is provided with a vent (not
shown) for ventilation with outside, a filling medium 41 is
not provided, dome-like spacers 39 as shown in FIG. 7 are
10 to 13 um in diameter, and an upper substrate 21 is
provided with positioning marks.

[0209] On the viewer’s side of the upper substrate 21 of
the touch panel 3', there are disposed a second retardation
film 49, a first retardation film 46, and a polarizer 45 in that
order from the side of the upper substrate 21 by bonding to
each other with an adhesive layer. Disposition angles and
functions of these retardation films and the polarizer are the
same as those for the fifth embodiment, and by the agency
thereof, light reflected from constituent members of the
touch panel 3' or from interfaces between the respective
constituent members is caused to fall on the absorption axis
of the polarizer 45, thereby preventing the light from going
out to the viewer’s side.

[0210] The external shape of the polarizer 45 is preferably
rendered equivalent in size to or smaller than that of the first
retardation film 46, the second retardation film 49, and the
upper substrate 21. This is because otherwise the external
shape of the touch panel 3' is unstabilized, and positioning
accuracy can not be maintained at the time of combining the
touch panel 3' with the liquid crystal display panel 4.
Further, if the polarizer 45 is extended as far as the outer-
most periphery of the touch panel 3', this will cause both the
touch panel sealing member 40 composing the touch panel
3' and a region outside of the touch panel sealing member 40
to be covered with the polarizer 45, so that the upper
substrate 21 is rendered harder because the polarizer is
harder than the retardation films, thereby deteriorating input
sensitivity. Accordingly, the external shape of the polarizer
45 is rendered smaller than that of other constituent mem-
bers.

[0211] The positioning marks (not shown) of the touch
panel 3' are recesses provided at two spots diagonally
located on the upper substrate 21 for aligning the absorption
axis of the polarizer 45 disposed on top of the touch panel
3' with the alignment direction of liquid crystal molecules of
a liquid crystal layer 15 since the vacant space 50 is provided
between the touch panel 3' and the liquid crystal display
panel 4. These recesses are fitted onto respective juts of a
module frame holding the liquid crystal display panel 4 and
the touch panel 3' together, thereby preventing deviation in
positioning.

[0212] When bonding the second retardation film 49, the
first retardation film 46, and the polarizer 45 onto the touch
panel 3', the positioning marks of the touch panel 3', in the
shape of recesses, are effective in locating the positions of
the respective members described above. The recesses can
be formed with ease when press working is made on a film
substrate, and a multitude of upper substrates in close
proximity to each other can be worked because the recesses
on an upper substrate are not prone to interference with those
on another upper substrate adjacent to the upper substrate as
compared with the case of juts even when fabricating the
upper substrates by working the multitude of the upper
substrates in close proximity to each other. Nevertheless,
even if positioning marks in the shape of juts are provided,
alignment can be implemented with ease as with the case of
the recesses.
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[0213] Now, referring to FIG. 20, wavelength dependency
of reflectance at the time of bright display as well as dark
display in the case of effecting reflective display with the use
of the liquid crystal display device according to the seventh
embodiment, and a conventional liquid crystal display
device employing only one layer of a quarter-wave film as
a retardation film disposed on the visible side of a touch
panel, respectively. Further, referring to FIG. 21, there are
hereinafter described results of evaluation made on bright-
ness and contrast of display quality in the cases of another
conventional liquid crystal display device without a retar-
dation film disposed on the visible side of a touch panel in
addition to the aforementioned liquid crystal display
devices.

[0214] In FIG. 20, the wavelength dependencies of reflec-
tance at the time of bright display and dark display by the
liquid crystal display device according to the present
embodiment are indicated by solid lines 91 and 92, respec-
tively, while the wavelength dependencies of reflectance at
the time of bright display and dark display by the conven-
tional liquid crystal display device are indicated by broken
lines 93 and 94, respectively.

[0215] As shown in FIG. 20, with the conventional liquid
crystal display device, the retardation value of the quarter-
wave film has wavelength dependency, and is unable to
compensate for the wavelength dependency of a liquid
crystal display panel, so that reflectance in dark display is
found increasing significantly on both the short wave side
and the long wave side in comparison with the liquid crystal
display device according to the present embodiment. If
reflectance in dark display is as high as that shown in the
figure, this will considerably deteriorate contrast, resulting
in black display with coloring.

[0216] Meanwhile, in bright display with the conventional
liquid crystal display device, reflectance in a wavelength
region corresponding to green color is found lower, and
consequently, brightness deteriorates, resulting in white dis-
play with coloring. In contrast, with the liquid crystal
display device according to the present embodiment, no
wavelength dependency is observed, and high reflectance is
indicated in bright display as a whole while very low
reflectance is indicated in dark display.

[0217] Thus, if the wavelength dependency of the retar-
dation value of the liquid crystal display panel is reduced by
providing a plurality of retardation films between the polar-
izer and the touch panel, it becomes possible to realize
excellent contrast and effect black display and white display
with no coloring, and in particular, in the case of color filters
being provided, it becomes possible to effect display high in
chroma.

[0218] 1In FIG. 21, the characteristic of the liquid crystal
display device according to the present embodiment is
denoted by a circle sign, that of the conventional liquid
crystal display device provided with no retardation film a
delta sign, and that of the conventional liquid crystal display
device provided with only one layer of the quarter-wave film
a square sign.

[0219] As shown in the figure, as for brightness with the
conventional liquid crystal display device provided with no
retardation film, because there is large reflection from the
touch panel, which is added to a quantity of reflected light
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in reflective display, display is recognized seemingly as
bright while with the constitution of the present embodi-
ment, because reflected light from the touch panel 3' is
reduced, brightness as a whole slightly drops although there
is an increase in portions of light, reflected from the liquid
crystal display panel 4.

[0220] Further, with the conventional liquid crystal dis-
play device employing only one layer of the quarter-wave
film, since the retardation value of the quarter-wave film has
wavelength dependency as previously described, coloring
occurs to display, and variation in brightness occurs even if
disposition relationship between a polarizer and the quarter-
wave film is optimized.

[0221] As for contrast with the conventional liquid crystal
display device provided with no retardation film, because
there is large reflection from the touch panel as previously
described, which is added to reflected light as a whole from
a liquid crystal display panel regardless of display contents,
contrast deteriorates considerably. That is, reflection from
the touch panel ends up acting as a noise component against
display by the liquid crystal display panel.

[0222] On the other hand, with the liquid crystal display
device according to the present embodiment, since reflection
from the touch panel 3' can be reduced, contrast is improved.
In addition, it is possible to reduce color shift and blurring
of images due to interference at interfaces.

[0223] With the conventional liquid crystal display device
employing only one layer of the quarter-wave film, reflec-
tion from the touch panel can be reduced by the agency of
the polarizer and the quarter-wave film, however, because it
is impossible to compensate for the wavelength dependency
of the retardation value of a liquid crystal layer in dark
display throughout the visible light range, reflection
increases depending on the wavelength of light, and contrast
deteriorates. Accordingly, such an excellent characteristic as
that of the liquid crystal display device according to the
present embodiment can not be obtained.

[0224] As described hereinbefore, with the constitution
according to the seventh embodiment of the invention, even
if no filling medium is provided, and the vacant space is
provided between the touch panel 3' and the liquid crystal
display panel 4, reflection inside the touch panel 3' and
reflection between the touch panel 3' and the liquid crystal
display panel 4 can be prevented by disposing the second
retardation film 49, the first retardation film 46 and the
polarizer 45 on the visible side of the touch panel 3'. In
addition, because it is possible to prevent deterioration of
transmittance due to reflection, coloring, absorption of light,
and so forth by reducing the number of the constituent
members, display quality of the liquid crystal display device
effecting reflective display, particularly contrast and chroma,
can be improved.

[0225] Further, in contrast with a conventional construc-
tion wherein one sheet of the quarter-wave film and the
polarizer are disposed on the visible side of the touch panel,
by rendering the retardation value at a wavelength of 0.55
um of the first retardation film 46 and the second retardation
film 49, used in combination as the composite retardation
film, substantially equivalent to a quarter wavelength, the
wavelength dependency of the retardation value can be
optimized to the retardation value of the liquid crystal layer.
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[0226] More specifically, it is possible to reduce reflec-
tance (transmittance) throughout the visible light range at
the time of dark display, and to increase reflectance (trans-
mittance) throughout the visible light range at the time of
bright display. Further, it also becomes possible to reduce
reflection from the touch panel 3' and so forth in a wide
wavelength range of the visible light. Such an effect as
described is effective, particularly, with a color reflective
liquid crystal display device employing color filters, and a
liquid crystal display device provided with STN liquid
crystals, effecting display by taking advantage of the retar-
dation value of a liquid crystal layer.

[0227] Further, since reflected light from the touch panel
3" or from between the touch panel 3" and the liquid crystal
display panel 4 is not sent out to the visible side by the
agency of the polarizer 45, the first retardation film 46, and
the second retardation film 49, the vacant space 50 can be
provided between the touch panel 3' and the liquid crystal
display panel 4. Even if the touch panel 3' undergoes
deflection by pressure applied thereto when a user provides
an input thereto, it is possible by virtue of the effect of the
vacant space 50 to prevent deflection from occurring to the
first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display panel 4 due to
pressure applied thereto, and to prevent changes from occur-
ring to the alignment direction and thickness of the liquid
crystal layer 15, and the constitution of the present embodi-
ment is therefore effective for improvement of the display
quality of the liquid crystal display panel 4.

[0228] With the present embodiment, an example is
described wherein 240° twisted STN liquid crystal is used in
the liquid crystal layer 15, and an intersection angle formed
by the respective retardation axes of the first retardation film
46 and the second retardation film 49 is 60°, however, the
effect of the present embodiment can be achieved if the
liquid crystal layer 15 has a twist angle in a range of 200 to
260°, and an intersection angle formed by the respective
retardation axes of the retardation films falls in a range of 60
to 90°. As to the retardation values of the retardation films,
substantially equivalent to a quarter wavelength and a half
wavelength respectively will suffice. With such a configu-
ration as described above, the retardation value of the first
retardation film 46 and the second retardation film 49, used
in combination, at a wavelength of 0.55 um becomes equiva-
lent to a quarter wavelength or somewhat greater, thereby
improving contrast in display of the liquid crystal display
panel 4 by preventing reflection of light from the touch panel
3", and so forth.

[0229] Further, by varying the wavelength dependency of
the retardation value of the first retardation film 46 and that
of the second retardation film 49, reflected color slightly
occurring to the touch panel 3' and display color of the liquid
crystal display panel 4 can be changed with ease.

[0230] Although it is possible to obtain a retardation value
equivalent to a quarter wavelength by providing a plurality
of retardation films laminated besides the first retardation
film 46 and that of the second retardation film 49, pressure
necessary for causing upper electrodes of the touch panel to
come in contact with lower electrodes will rise as a result of
the plurality of the retardation films being installed, thereby
lowering sensitivity of the liquid crystal display device.
Accordingly, it is optimum in terms of the performance of
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the touch panel to obtain the retardation value equivalent to
a quarter wavelength by providing two sheets of retardation
films.

[0231] Furthermore, by disposing a retardation film
between the lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3' and the
first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display panel 4, display
color and viewing angle characteristic of the liquid crystal
display panel, particularly at the time of reflective display,
can be improved. If a retardation film is disposed on the
upper substrate 21 side of the touch panel 3' for improve-
ment of the display quality of the liquid crystal display panel
4, this is not desirable from the viewpoint of preventing
reflection because the retardation value will be largely
deviated from a quarter wavelength. For this reason, a
retardation film is preferably disposed between the lower
substrate 26 and the first substrate 1. Further, if a twisted
retardation film is adopted for the retardation film, this will
enable the viewing angle characteristic and temperature
dependency of the liquid crystal display panel to be
improved.

[0232] Still further, since a reflector 8 is disposed on a
second substrate 6 of the liquid crystal display panel 4, on
the side of the liquid crystal layer 15, it is difficult to install
two sheets of polarizers between a viewer and the reflector
8 with the liquid crystal layer 15 sandwiched therebetween,
so that display needs to be effected by the so-called single-
polarizer method using one sheet of polarizer. Accordingly,
contrast is to be obtained by the effect of variation in the
retardation value of the liquid crystal layer 15. As a result,
in the case of disposing the reflector 8 on the second
substrate 6, it becomes important to dispose the first retar-
dation film 46 and the second retardation film 49 on the
touch panel 3'.

[0233] If a substrate having a substantially even retarda-
tion value within its plane is adopted for the upper substrate
and the lower substrate, making up the touch panel, it is
possible to reduce display unevenness of the liquid crystal
display panel. Use of optically isotropic substrates having a
retardation value nearly at O also enables display without
unevenness to be effected. Furthermore, in such a case, the
display quality will be no longer dependent on the retarda-
tion value of substrates making up the touch panel, and
consequently, deterioration in the temperature dependency
and viewing angle dependency of the display quality due to
the touch panel can be prevented.

[0234] Eighth Embodiment: FIGS. 22 to 24

[0235] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to an eighth embodiment of
a liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 22 to 24.

[0236] FIG. 22 is a sectional view similar to FIGS. 10
and 19, showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display
device, FIG. 23 is a view showing directions of the retar-
dation axes of retardation films, a direction of the absorption
axis of a polarizer, and alignment directions of molecules of
a twisted retardation film, disposed on a touch panel, and
FIG. 24 is a view showing a direction of the retardation axis
of a retardation film, and a direction of the absorption axis
of a polarizer, disposed on the side of a second substrate of
a liquid crystal display panel.

[0237] In these figures, parts corresponding to those of the
second and seventh embodiments, shown in FIGS. 10 and
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19, respectively, are denoted by like reference numerals, and
description thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts
other than those shown in FIGS. 22 to 24 are the same as
those for the second and seventh embodiments, and descrip-
tion thereof is also omitted.

[0238] The present embodiment is characterized in that, in
contrast to the liquid crystal display device according to the
seventh embodiment, a reflector used in the liquid crystal
display panel has optical transmissiveness, and a retardation
film, a polarizer, an auxiliary light source are disposed on the
side of the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, opposite from a liquid crystal layer, and the touch
panel is bonded to the liquid crystal display panel. In these
respects, however, the present embodiment is the same as
the second embodiment shown in FIG. 10.

[0239] The liquid crystal display panel 4' of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 22 is the same in
constitution as the liquid crystal display panel 4' according
to the second embodiment, shown in FIG. 10, and descrip-
tion thereof is therefore omitted.

[0240] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4', there is disposed a double-sided
adhesive layer 44 which is the same as that described in the
seventh embodiment, and on the visible side thereof, a
twisted retardation film (inter-panel retardation film) 77 is
laminated thereto. The twisted retardation film 77 and a
lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 3' serving as an input
panel are bonded together with an adhesive. The touch panel
3' is also the same in constitution as that described in the
seventh embodiment, shown in FIG. 19, and description
thereof is therefore omitted.

[0241] As shown in FIG. 23, with the twisted retardation
film 77, molecules thereof on the side of the first substrate
1 (on the underside) are aligned in a lower molecular
alignment direction 126 oriented at an angle of 60° coun-
terclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H of a display
screen 5, and molecules on the upper side thereof are aligned
in an upper molecular alignment direction 127 oriented at an
angle of 60° clockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H as
described above, so that liquid crystalline polymer mol-
ecules are twisted through 240° clockwise from the mol-
ecules on the upper side towards the molecules on the
underside. In FIG. 23, an angle of clockwise rotation is
denoted by the minus sign.

[0242] For the twisted retardation film 77, use is made of
a film obtained by applying a liquid crystalline polymer
having a twist structure to a triacetylcellulose (TAC) film or
a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) film to which an align-
ment treatment has already been applied, adjusting a twist
angle thereof by turning the same into a liquid crystal state
at a high temperature on the order of 130° C., and subse-
quently, fixing a twisted condition thereof by rapidly cooling
the same to room temperature. However, use may be made
of a right-hand twisted retardation film having a twist angle
of =177° and And value indicating birefringent tendency at
780 nanometers (nm), made up of a film formed by applying
a liquid crystalline polymer to a film separately prepared
with an alignment treatment applied thereto, fixing a twisted
condition thereof, and subsequently, transferring the liquid
crystalline polymer to a TAC film.

[0243] On the viewer’s side of an upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3', there are disposed a second retardation film
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49, a first retardation film 46, and a polarizer (first polarizer)
45 in that order by laminating one on top of the other from
the side of the upper substrate 21. These retardation films
and the polarizer are the same as those used in the seventh
embodiment, however, disposition angles thereof differ from
those for the seventh embodiment. That is, as shown in FIG.
23, the second retardation film 49 is disposed such that the
retardation axis thereof is oriented in a retardation axis
direction 124 which is the direction of the vertical axis V-V,
and the first retardation film 46 is disposed such that the
retardation axis thereof is oriented in a retardation axis
direction 123 which is the direction of the horizontal axis
H-H.

[0244] Accordingly, an intersection angle formed by
respective retardation axes of the first retardation film 46 and
the second retardation film 49 is 90°. The first polarizer 45
is disposed such that the absorption axis thereof is oriented
in an absorption axis direction 125 rotated through 45°
counterclockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H.

[0245] With such a configuration as described above, light
reflected from constituent members of the touch panel 3' or
from interfaces between the respective constituent members
is caused to fall on the absorption axis of the first polarizer
45, thereby preventing the light from going out to the
viewer’s side as with the case of the seventh embodiment.

[0246] On the face of a second substrate 6 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4, on the side thereof, opposite from a
liquid crystal layer 15 (opposite from the visible side), there
are disposed a third retardation film 65, a second polarizer
66, and an auxiliary light source 70 in that order from the
side of the second substrate 6. Among them, the second
polarizer 66 and the auxiliary light source 70 are the same
as those in the second embodiment. Further, the third
retardation film 65 is the same as the second retardation film
49 in the second embodiment.

[0247] As shown in FIG. 24, the third retardation film 65
is disposed such that the retardation axis thereof is oriented
in a retardation axis direction 129 which is the direction of
the horizontal axis H-H of a display screen 5. The second
polarizer 66 is disposed such that the absorption axis thereof
is oriented in an absorption axis direction 128 rotated
through 45° clockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H
described above, the absorption axis direction 128 crossing
the absorption axis direction 125 of the first polarizer 45
substantially at right angles.

[0248] With the aforementioned constitution, when the
surroundings where the liquid crystal display device is used
are bright, display in a reflective display mode making use
of an external light source can be effected. In such a state,
the same effect as described in the seventh embodiment can
be obtained.

[0249] Meanwhile, when the surroundings where the lig-
uid crystal display device is used are dark, display in a
transmissive display mode can be effected by lighting up an
auxiliary light source 70, thereby causing outgoing light
therefrom to enter the device through the second polarizer
66 so as to be able to take advantage of the agency of the first
polarizer 45 and optical changes occurring the liquid crystal
layer 15 as a result of voltage applied thereto.

[0250] Accordingly, the liquid crystal display device
according to the present embodiment can be used in a variety
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of environments, and has the same advantageous effects as
those of the liquid crystal display device according to the
second embodiment such as an improvement of contrast and
chroma, and so forth.

[0251] With the present embodiment, an example is
described wherein only one sheet of retardation film is
disposed on the side of the second substrate 6 of the liquid
crystal display panel 4, opposite from the visible side
thereof, however, by disposing two sheets of retardation
films (a third retardation film and a fourth retardation film)
as with those on the visible side of the touch panel 3', and
rendering the difference in the retardation value between the
third retardation film and the fourth retardation film sub-
stantially equivalent to a quarter wavelength, it is possible to
effect display excellent in contrast and color even in the case
of transmissive display as with the case of reflective display.
In this case, if a quarter-wave film is adopted for the third
retardation film and a half-wave film for the fourth retarda-
tion film, this will enable members to be used for the first
retardation film and the second retardation film in common
with the third and fourth retardation films, respectively, so
that it becomes possible to make effective use of the mem-
bers.

[0252]

[0253] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a ninth embodiment of a
liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 25 to 27.

[0254] FIG. 25 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 17,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device,
FIG. 26 is a view showing alignment directions of liquid
crystal molecules of a liquid crystal display panel, and FIG.
27 is a view showing directions of the respective retardation
axes of a first retardation film and a second retardation film,
and a direction of the absorption axis of a polarizer, disposed
on a touch panel.

[0255] 1In FIG. 25, parts corresponding to those of the
sixth embodiment, shown in FIG. 17, are denoted by like
reference numerals, and description thereof is omitted or
simplified. Further, parts other than those shown in FIGS. 25
to 27 are the same as those for the sixth embodiment, and
therefore, description thereof is also omitted.

[0256] The present embodiment is characterized in that
there is adopted an active-matrix type liquid crystal display
panel provided with thin-film transistor (TFT) elements,
each acting as a switching element, wherein a liquid crystal
layer is driven through the intermediary of the TFT ele-
ments, and two sheets of retardation films are disposed on
the visible side of a touch panel.

[0257] The liquid crystal display panel 104 of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 25 is substantially the
same as the liquid crystal display panel 104 of the sixth
embodiment, shown in FIG. 17, and differs therefrom only
in respect of the alignment direction of liquid crystal mol-
ecules in a liquid crystal layer 15. Accordingly, only this
respect will be described hereinafter.

[0258] More specifically, twisted namatic (TN) liquid
crystals are adopted in the liquid crystal layer 15 such that
liquid crystal molecules on a first substrate 1 side are aligned
in an upper liquid crystal molecule alignment direction 121

Ninth Embodiment: FIGS. 25 to 27
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rotated through 45° counterclockwise relative to the hori-
zontal axis H-H of a display screen § while liquid crystal
molecules on a second substrate 6 side are aligned in a lower
liquid crystal molecule alignment direction 122 rotated
through 45° clockwise relative to the horizontal axis H-H
described.

[0259] Each of pixels is provided with a TFT element 100
serving as a switching element, and it is possible to cause
liquid crystal molecules to undergo a greater change in phase
by applying an electric signal (voltage) to the liquid crystal
layer 15 via the TFT element 100, so that brighter display is
effected, and the number of the retardation films to be used
can be reduced as compared with the case of employing
supertwisted nematic (STN) liquid crystal. As a result, it is
possible to prevent deterioration in sensitivity of the touch
panel, and to reduce the thickness of the liquid crystal
display device.

[0260] On the visible side of the first substrate 1 of the
liquid crystal display panel 104, there is disposed a double-
sided adhesive layer 44' made of an acrylic resin, which
bonds the first substrate 1 to a lower substrate 26 of the touch
panel 3' serving as an input panel. The double-sided adhe-
sive layer 44' has no optical diffusibility as with the case of
the sixth embodiment. The touch panel 3' is the same as that
described in the seventh embodiment, shown in FIG. 19,
and description thereof is therefore omitted.

[0261] On the viewer’s side of an upper substrate 21 of the
touch panel 3', there are disposed a second retardation film
49, a first retardation film 46, and a polarizer 45 in that order
from the side of the touch panel 3' by laminating one on top
of the other. Disposition angles and functions of these
retardation films and the polarizer are the same as those for
the seventh embodiment, and by the agency thereof, light
reflected from constituent members of the touch panel 3' or
from interfaces between the respective constituent members
is caused to fall on the absorption axis of the polarizer 45,
thereby preventing the light from going out to the viewer’s
side.

[0262] In the case of increasing the number of the display
pixels of the liquid crystal display panel 104, the active
matrix type liquid crystal display panel making use of the
switching elements for driving the liquid crystal layer is
effective, and if the active matrix type is adopted as with the
present embodiment, a scope of selection for the retardation
films installed in the liquid crystal display device can be
widened. Further, disposition angles as well as the retarda-
tion values of the retardation films and the reflector can be
variously selected, and the liquid crystal layer of twisted
alignment, parallel alignment, and so forth can be put to use.
Accordingly, it becomes possible to make effective use of
the constitution according to the present invention.

[0263] As the switching elements, not only the TFT ele-
ments but also thin-film diode (TFD) elements may be
adopted. Further, it goes without saying that the same active
matrix type liquid crystal display panel as described in the
present embodiment may be applied to the liquid crystal
display device according to any of the first to fifth embodi-
ments, seventh, and eighth embodiments.
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Variations to the First to Ninth Embodiments

[0264] Hereinafter, examples of variations to the first to
ninth embodiments are described.

[0265] First, there have thus far been described the reflec-
tive liquid crystal display devices without an auxiliary light
source installed therein except for the second and eighth
embodiments, however, it is possible to convert the reflec-
tive liquid crystal display devices into transflective liquid
crystal display devices by installing a transflective reflector
(or a transflective reflecting electrode) as described in the
second and eighth embodiments in place of the reflector
(reflective electrode), and by installing an auxiliary light
source on the side of the second substrate of the liquid
crystal display panel, opposite from the visible side thereof,
with a polarizer and a retardation film, if necessary, inter-
posed therebetween.

[0266] Further, the transflective reflector thin in thickness
and having a constant transmittance as a whole has been
described in the foregoing, however, a reflector having little
transmissiveness and provided with a multitude of openings
each smaller than the pixel may be used instead.

[0267] The invention is also applicable to a liquid crystal
display device wherein a light source is disposed on the
outer periphery of a liquid crystal display panel and reflec-
tive display is effected by introducing light from the first
substrate side of the liquid crystal display panel via an
optical guide plate besides the transflective liquid crystal
display device provided with the auxiliary light source
disposed on the side of the liquid crystal display panel,
opposite from the visible side, thereby obtaining the same
advantageous effects as those of the aforementioned
embodiments.

[0268] Further, the respective embodiments other than the
third embodiment can have the same advantageous effects as
those of the third embodiment by modifying respective
constitutions such that a mutually sealing member and the
inter-panel filling medium is provided in place of the double-
sided adhesive layer.

[0269] Still further, with the seventh to ninth embodi-
ments, the effect of reducing reflection in these embodiments
can be further enhanced by sealing a liquid or gas having a
refractive index greater than that of air as a filling medium
in the gap between the upper substrate and the lower
substrate of the touch panel

[0270] In the case of employing the liquid crystal display
panel of a single-polarizer type, bright display can be
effected irrespective of the direction of a light source by
providing the reflector with diffusiblity or by disposing a
member having optical diffusibility between the reflector
and the viewer. By disposing such an optical diffusion layer
at a position closer to the reflector, defocusing of images in
display can be prevented. Accordingly, with the embodi-
ments wherein the member having optical diffusibility is not
provided, a white diffusion film is preferably disposed by
bonding or the member having optical diffusibility is pro-
vided by applying an optically diffusing material between
the first substrate of the liquid crystal display panel and the
lower substrate of the touch panel.

[0271] Further, an example has been described wherein, in
the case of installing the retardation film between the upper
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substrate of the touch panel and the polarizer disposed
closest to the viewer, the retardation films are disposed
between the upper substrate and the polarizer. In such a case,
however, if modification is made such that the retardation
film of these retardation films, disposed closest to the liquid
crystal display panel, can be employed so as to double as the
upper substrate of the touch panel, the thickness of the
constituent members disposed on the upper substrate can be
reduced, thereby enabling the input sensitivity of the touch
panel to be enhanced.

[0272] In the casc of installing a plurality of retardation
films between the first substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel and the polarizer disposed closest to the viewer,
reduction in the thickness of the liquid crystal display device
can be realized by adopting a retardation film for both the
upper and lower substrates, constituting the touch panel.

[0273] Even with such a constitution, there will arise no
problem in respect of strength because the upper substrate
side of the touch panel is reinforced by the polarizer or by
the polarizer and the retardation film, and the lower substrate
side of the touch panel is reinforced by the first substrate of
the liquid crystal display panel.

[0274] Even with the touch panel disposed between the
retardation films, if reflection is reduced by filling a gap
therebetween with a filling medium, and a double-sided
adhesive layer or an inter-panel filling medium is disposed
between the lower substrate and the first substrate, this is
sufficient for improvement in the display quality of the liquid
crystal display panel.

[0275] Further, the seventh to ninth embodiments can be
modified in constitution such that the second retardation film
doubles as the upper substrate of the touch panel, and the
inter-panel retardation film doubles as the lower substrate of
the touch panel.

[0276] Still further, since the invention is more effective
when applied to a color liquid crystal display device wherein
display becomes darker in comparison with a monochro-
matic liquid crystal display device because of color filters
installed in the former, the color liquid crystal display device
has been described in the respective embodiments. Needless
to say, however, the invention is also effective when applied
to the monochromatic liquid crystal display device without
color filters installed therein.

[0277]

[0278] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a tenth embodiment of a
liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 28 to 32.

[0279] FIG. 28 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 3,
showing the constitution of a portable information equip-
ment incorporating the liquid crystal display device with the
input panel attached thereto, FIG. 29 is a perspective view
schematically showing the exploded constitution of a touch
panel of the liquid crystal display device, FIG. 30 is a
schematic sectional view of a touch panel, taken on line
XXX-XXX of FIG. 29, FIG. 31 is a schematic plan view
showing a state where FPCs for connecting a driving circuit
with the touch panel and a liquid crystal display panel,
respectively, is mounted, and FIG. 32 is a schematic sec-
tional view taken on line XXXII-XXXII of FIG. 31.

Tenth Embodiment: FIGS. 28 to 32
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[0280] In these figures, parts corresponding to those for
the first embodiment are denoted by like reference numerals,
and description thereof is omitted or simplified. Further,
parts other than those shown in these figures are the same as
those of the first embodiment, and description thereof is also
omitted.

[0281] The present embodiment is characterized by the
construction of the touch panel and the liquid crystal display
panel, positions of connection portions between these con-
stituent members and a circuit board, and the constitution
thereof.

[0282] The portable information equipment shown in
FIG. 28 is substantially the same in constitution as the
portable information equipment according to the first
embodiment, and connection of a communications sensor
58, respective buttons and a battery 72 with the circuit board
64 is also the same as with the case of the first embodiment.

[0283] With the liquid crystal display device with the input
panel attached thereto, incorporated in this portable infor-
mation equipment, there is disposed a touch panel 103 on the
visible side of the liquid crystal display panel 114, bonded
thereto with a double-sided adhesive layer 44' having no
optical diffusibility, and on the visible side of the touch panel
103, there is disposed a twisted retardation film 46 and a
polarizer 45. The disposition and constitution of the twisted
retardation film 46 and the polarizer 45 are the same as those
for the first embodiment, however, a connection structure of
the touch panel 103 as well as the liquid crystal display panel
114 with the circuit board 64 differs from that for the first
embodiment.

[0284] As shown in FIGS. 30 and 32, the touch panel 103
according to the tenth embodiment is formed such that a
lower substrate 26 is larger in external shape than an upper
substrate 21.

[0285] As shown in FIG. 29, on the underside of the upper
substrate 21 made of glass, there are disposed upper elec-
trodes 22 formed of a transparent and electrically conductive
film, a pair of X-electrodes 28 made of silver paste, installed
at both ends of the upper electrodes 22 in the X-axis
direction, and X-wiring electrodes 29 as well as X-transfer
electrodes 30, connected with the respective X-electrodes
28. The upper electrodes 22 have resistance of several
hundred ohms (), and the respective X-electrodes 28 have
resistance of several ohms ().

[0286] As shown in FIG. 30, the X-transfer electrodes 30
are disposed on peripheral parts of the upper substrate 21,
and are electrically connected with respective X-connection
electrodes 34 made of silver paste disposed on the lower
substrate 26 via an electrically conductive paste 38 provided
on the respective X-connection electrodes 34.

[0287] Further, as shown in FIG. 30, on the upper surface
of a lower substrate 26, there is disposed a short-prevention
insulation film 35 for prevention of short circuit with the
electrodes installed on the upper substrate 21. Regions
where the short-prevention insulation film 35 is disposed are
parts opposite to the periphery of a lower electrode 27, the
X-electrodes 28 or the X-wiring electrode 29.

[0288] On the lower substrate 26 made of glass, disposed
opposite to the upper substrate 21, there is disposed the
lower electrodes 27 made up of a transparent and electrically
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conductive film, a pair of Y-electrodes 31 made of silver
paste, installed at both ends of the lower electrodes 27, in the
Y-axis direction, and Y-wiring electrodes 32 as well as
Y-connection electrodes 33, connected with the respective
Y-electrodes 31. The lower electrode 27 has resistance of
several hundred ohms (), and the respective Y-electrodes
31 have resistance of several ohms (Q). Further, as with the
case of the first embodiment, dome-like spacers 39 are
disposed on the lower electrode 27.

[0289] As shown in FIG. 32, in a peripheral region of the
lower substrate 26, on one side thereof extending off the
edge of the upper substrate 21, there is disposed an input
panel connection portion 36 for connection with a touch
panel flexible printed circuit (FPC) 61 to be connected with
a circuit board 64 shown in FIG. 28, and in the region
described, there are disposed the Y-connection electrodes 33
and the X-connection electrodes 34 for connection with the
touch panel FPC 61 which is input panel connection means
for connection with the circuit board 64. The Y-connection
electrodes 33 and the X-connection electrodes 34 are con-
nected to the touch panel FPC 61 with an anisotropic
electrically conductive adhesive (not shown) composed of
electrically conductive particles mixed in a thermosetting
resin.

[0290] The upper substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26
may be made up of a plastic board formed of a transparent
triacetylcellulose (TAC) film or a polyethyl sulfonate (PES)
film.

[0291] With the liquid crystal display panel 114, a first
substrate 1 is formed larger in external shape than a second
substrate 6 as shown in FIGS. 31, and 32, and there is
disposed a liquid crystal display panel connection portion 42
in a peripheral region of the first substrate 1, on one side
thereof extending off the edge of the second substrate 6, on
which an IC 62 for converting signals from the circuit board
64 into display signals of the liquid crystal display panel 114
is directly mounted by the chip on glass (COG) method.

[0292] Further, the liquid crystal display panel connection
portion 42 is disposed in the peripheral region of the first
substrate 1, on one side thereof on the same side where the
input panel connection portion 36 is disposed, and the liquid
crystal display panel 114 is connected with a liquid crystal
display panel FPC 63 which is liquid crystal display panel
connection means for connection with the circuit board 64,
in that region. The circuit board 64 is provided with a driving
circuit for the touch panel 103, and a driving circuit for the
liquid crystal display panel 114.

[0293] Further, as shown in FIG. 31, a second IC 19 for
applying predetermined waveforms to second electrodes 7 is
provided on the first substrate 1, and connection electrodes
(not shown) leading from the second IC 19 are connected
with second electrodes 7 disposed on the second substrate 6
through electrical conduction between the upper and lower
electrodes via electrically conductive particles of a sealing
member 16 composed of the electrically conductive particles
mixed in an insulating sealant.

[0294] 1In other respects, the liquid crystal display panel
114 is the same as the liquid crystal display panel 4
described in the first embodiment. Herein, wiring electrodes
leading from the liquid crystal display panel FPC 63 to the
IC 62 and the second IC 19, respectively, are omitted for
illustration in the figures.
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[0295] Further, the touch panel 103 is disposed such that
the outer periphery of the lower substrate 26 thereof is
positioned in the order of 200 to 400 um inside from the
outer periphery of the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal
display panel 114.

[0296] In addition, as shown in FIG. 32, the touch panel
FPC 61 is disposed in such a way as to extend downward
along the side face of the first substrate 1 as well as the lower
substrate 26, and a part of the touch panel FPC 61, below the
first substrate 1, overlaps the liquid crystal display panel
FPC 63. The touch panel FPC 61 and the liquid crystal
display panel FPC 63 are bonded together with a double
sided tape 84 so as to strengthen of the respective FPCs.

[0297] A touch panel reinforcing material 82 and a liquid
crystal display panel reinforcing material 82 are applied to
the connection portion where the touch panel 103 is con-
nected with the touch panel FPC 61, and the connection
portion where the liquid crystal display panel 114 is con-
nected with the liquid crystal display panel FPC 63, respec-
tively, and a mutual reinforcing material 83 is applied
between the touch panel FPC 61 and the side face of the first
substrate 1 as well as the lower substrate 26, thereby
enhancing reliability of mounted parts, and preventing
breakage of the respective substrates, particularly, the lower
substrate 26 which is a thin glass substrate.

[0298] Incidentally, as shown in FIG. 29, with the touch
panel 103, there are provided four lengths of the X-wiring
electrodes 29 and the Y-wiring electrodes 32 altogether for
wiring from the X-electrodes 28 and the Y-electrodes 31,
respectively, up to the input panel connection portion 36 for
connection with the circuit board 64, and all three lengths
thereof, excluding the Y-wiring electrode 32 leading from
the Y-electrode 31 disposed on the innermost side of the
lower substrate 26, are disposed in a region where the same
is horizontally overlapped by the liquid crystal display panel
connection portion 42. Thus, by disposing at least three
lengths among the X-wiring electrodes 29 and the Y-wiring
electrodes 32 in the region where those are horizontally
overlapped by the liquid crystal display panel connection
portion 42, it becomes possible to provide a region large
enough for routing wiring electrodes outside a display
region.

[0299] Tt follows that the electrodes no longer need to be
crossed at multi-levels or superimposed with an insulation
film interposed therebetween because it becomes possible to
provide a gap sufficient for prevention of electrical short-cut
between the X-clectrodes 28 as well as the Y-electrodes 31
and the respective wiring electrodes with respect to the
touch panel 103. Accordingly, it becomes possible to prevent
unevenness in the width of the gap between the upper
substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26 due to variation in
the thickness of the electrodes and the insulation film,
thereby preventing distortion from occurring to images
displayed by the liquid crystal display panel 114.

[0300] With the aforementioned liquid crystal display
device according to the tenth embodiment, the connection
portion where the touch panel 103 is connected with the
circuit board 64 provided with the driving circuit for the
touch panel 103, and the connection portion where the liquid
crystal display panel 114 is connected with the circuit board
64 provided with the driving circuit for the liquid crystal
display panel 114 are disposed on one side of the respective
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substrates, on the same side thereof, and the touch panel 103
and the liquid crystal display panel 114 are disposed such
that respective regions thereof, necessary for connection, are
superimposed. For this reason, particularly, in the case of
executing mounting by the COG method or the chip on FPC
(COF) method wherein at least areas for mounting ICs are
required at connection portions with a circuit board, it
becomes possible to secure a large display area for the liquid
crystal display device.

[0301] Also, in the case of press-bonding the liquid crystal
display panel FPC 63 to the liquid crystal display panel
connection portion 42 of the liquid crystal display panel 114,
or mounting the IC 62 by the COG method, breakage of the
upper substrate 21 can be prevented because the upper
substrate 21 of the touch panel 103 has no region horizon-
tally overlapping the mounting part.

[0302] Further, since the lower substrate 26 of the touch
panel 103 is bonded to the first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 114 with the double-sided adhesive
layer 44, strength is increased, and no breakage occurs to the
lower substrate 26 of the touch panel 103 even when
retained.

[0303] Further, since the touch panel 103 is disposed such
that the outer periphery of the lower substrate 26 thereof is
positioned in the order of 400 um inside from the outer
periphery of the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display
panel 114, breakage of the outer periphery of the lower
substrate 26 as well can be prevented. When chamfering the
outer periphery of the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal
display panel 114, no breakage occurs to the lower substrate
26 of the touch panel 103.

[0304] Therefore, the lower substrate 26 as well as the
upper substrate 21 of the touch panel 103 can be formed of
a thin glass sheet.

[0305] Further, as a result of connection of the touch panel
103 with the circuit board 64 being implemented along the
side face of the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display
panel 114 as well as the lower substrate 26, strength is
increased in comparison with the case of, for example, the
touch panel 103 alone retaining the FPC which is the
connection means thereof, thereby increasing reliability.

[0306] It is further to be pointed out that the constitution
of the liquid crystal display panel and the connection por-
tions as described in the present embodiment is obviously
applicable to the respective embodiments and variations
thereof as described hereinbefore.

[0307] Eleventh Embodiment: FIG. 33

[0308] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to an eleventh embodiment
of a liquid crystal display device of the invention is
described with reference to FIG. 33.

[0309] FIG. 33 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device.
In FIG. 33, parts corresponding to those for the tenth
embodiment are denoted by like reference numerals, and
description thereof is omitted or simplified. Further, parts
other than those shown in FIG. 33 are the same as those of
the first embodiment, and description thereof is also omitted.

[0310] The present embodiment is characterized in that a
touch panel FPC is inserted between an upper substrate and
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a lower substrate of a touch panel to be securely attached
thereto, the touch panel FPC and a liquid crystal display
panel FPC are integrally formed, and the number of con-
stituent members disposed on an input face of the touch
panel is dispensed with as much as possible.

[0311] A liquid crystal display panel 114 of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 33 is the same as the
liquid crystal display panel 114 according to the tenth
embodiment, and description thereof is therefore omitted.

[0312] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 114, there are disposed a double-sided
adhesive layer 44', a retardation film 46, a polarizer 45, and
a double-sided adhesive layer 44' in that order from the first
substrate 1 side by laminating one on top of the other, and
the double-sided adhesive layer 44' at the uppermost level is
bonded to the lower substrate 26 made up of a thin glass
sheet, constituting the touch panel 103.

[0313] Since the upper substrate 21 of the touch panel 103
is also made up of a thin glass sheet, there is disposed a
protective film 78 on the visible side thereof for prevention
of breakage. The protective film 78 is provided with a hard
coat layer and an antireflection layer on the visible side
thereof. Further, with the present embodiment as well, use is
made of the double-sided adhesive layer 44' having no
optical diffusibility.

[0314] The touch panel 103 is substantially the same in
constitution as that for the tenth embodiment, but differs
therefrom only in that the outer periphery of the upper
substrate 21 is positioned 200 um inside from the outer
periphery of the lower substrate 26 and a peripheral region
of the lower substrate 26, on one side thereof, is not allowed
to extend far off the edge of the upper substrate 21.

[0315] With the present embodiment, the touch panel FPC
61 is bonded to an electrode of an input panel connection
portion 36 disposed on the lower substrate 26 of the touch
panel 103 with an anisotropic electrically conductive sealant
25 composed of electrically conductive particles 24 mixed in
an insulating sealant. Such bonding is executed by applying
thermal compression bonding to the upper substrate 21 and
the lower substrate 26 with the touch panel FPC 61 sand-
wiched therebetween. The upper substrate 21 in the order of
0.1 mm in thickness is the best choice because the same
undergoes deflection at this point in time.

[0316] Further, there is adopted a constitution wherein a
liquid crystal display panel FPC 61', which is to be con-
nected with a liquid crystal display panel connection portion
42 provided in the first substrate 1, is formed integrally with
the touch panel FPC 61, and branch off at a midpoint to be
connected with the first substrate 1.

[0317] With such a constitution as described above, a
connection area for the respective FPCs, and a planar area of
the respective FPCs themselves can be reduced. In addition,
since the touch panel FPC 61 is inserted between the upper
substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26, a terminal thereof
made up of a silver electrode can be protected by sealing the
periphery of the connection portion of the FPC with a
silicone resin.

[0318] Further, two layers of the double-sided adhesive
layers 44/, the polarizer 45, and the retardation film 46 are
disposed between the touch panel 103 and the liquid crystal
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display panel 114, so that the touch panel 103 and the liquid
crystal display panel 114 can be formed in a unit, thereby
enhancing the strength of the device.

[0319] Furthermore, with the aforementioned constitution
having elasticity, even in the case where the upper substrate
21 comes into contact with the lower substrate 26 due to
pressure applied by input provided from the upper substrate
21 side of the touch panel 103, and the lower substrate 26
undergoes deflection to some extent, such deflection of the
lower substrate 26 is spread out before conveyed to the first
substrate 1. As a result, the first substrate 1 undergoes little
distortion, and distortion, if any, is hardly propagated to a
liquid crystal layer 15, so that distortion of images in display
can be prevented from occurring at the time of input
provided to the touch panel.

[0320] Tt is further to be pointed out that the constitution
of the liquid crystal display panel and the connection por-
tions as described in the present embodiment is obviously
applicable to the respective embodiments and variations
thereof as described hereinbefore.

[0321] Twelfth Embodiment: FIGS. 34 and 35

[0322] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a twelfth embodiment of
a liquid crystal display device of the invention is described
with reference to FIGS. 34 and 35.

[0323] FIG. 34 is a plan view showing external shapes of
a liquid crystal display panel, a touch panel, and a polarizing
layer, and FIG. 35 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device
with the input panel attached thereto.

[0324] 1In FIG. 35, parts corresponding to those for the
tenth embodiment, shown in FIGS. 28 to 32, are denoted by
like reference numerals, and description thereof is omitted or
simplified. Further, parts other than those shown in FIGS. 34
and 35 are the same as those of the tenth embodiment, and
description thereof is also omitted.

[0325] The present embodiment is characterized in that the
polarizing layer and a retardation layer, not retained by a
protective layer, are installed.

[0326] The liquid crystal display panel 114 of the liquid
crystal display device, shown in FIG. 35, is the same as the
liquid crystal display panel 114 according to the tenth
embodiment, shown in FIG. 32, and description thereof is
therefore omitted.

[0327] On the visible side of a first substrate 1 of the liquid
crystal display panel 114, there are disposed a double-sided
adhesive layer 44 composed of styrene resin balls dispersed
in an acrylic adhesive, having optical diffusibility due to the
difference in refractive index between the acrylic adhesive
and the styrene resin balls, the retardation layer 88, an
adhesive layer (not shown), the polarizing layer 87, and a
double-sided adhesive layer 44', having optical transmis-
siveness but no optical diffusibility, in that order by lami-
nating one on top of the other, and the double-sided adhesive
layer 44' at the uppermost level is bonded to a lower
substrate 26 of the touch panel 103.

[0328] The polarizing layer 87 is made up of nothing but
a polarizing layer, and unlike the polarizer, does not have a
protective layer made up of an optically isotropic film of
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TAC or the like, provided on both sides thereof. Similarly,
the retardation layer 88 is not provided with protective
layers. The polarizing layer 87 and the retardation layer 88
are laminated with an adhesive, and are bonded to the lower
substrate 26 of the touch panel 103 and the first substrate 1
of the liquid crystal display panel 114, with the double-sided
adhesive layers 44' and 44, respectively. With such a con-
stitution as described above, since the substrates on opposite
sides are made of glass, it is possible to prevent moisture
from making ingress into the device even if the protective
layers are not provided.

[0329] The touch panel 103 is substantially the same in
constitution as that according to the eleventh embodiment
shown in FIG. 33, and as shown in FIG. 34, the periphery
of an upper substrate 21 as well as the lower substrate 26 of
the touch panel 103 is positioned 200 um inside from
respective sides of the polarizing layer 87 while the periph-
ery of the first substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display panel
114 is positioned 300 ym outside from the respective sides
of the polarizing layer 87. That is, the first substrate 1, the
polarizing layer 87, and the touch panel 103 are disposed
such that respective peripheries recede inward in that order.

[0330] With such a constitution as described above, it
becomes possible to prevent breakage from occurring to the
periphery of the touch panel 103 comprised of the substrates
each made up of a thin glass sheet, thereby preventing the
breakage which otherwise can occur when assembling the
touch panel 103 into the liquid crystal display device.

[0331] Further, the liquid crystal display panel 114 is
connected to a circuit board 64 provided with a driving
circuit for driving the liquid crystal display panel 114 at a
liquid crystal display panel connection portion 42 via a
liquid crystal display panel FPC 63 with an anisotropic
electrically conductive connector (not shown) composed of
an insulating rubber and electrically conductive particles
dispersed therein.

[0332] With the present embodiment, a touch panel FPC
61 is formed separately from the liquid crystal display panel
FPC 63, however, neither a double sided tape nor a rein-
forcing material is provided. As with the case of the tenth
embodiment, however, these constituent members may be
provided, thereby improving reliability of the connections.

[0333] With the aforementioned constitution, distortion of
images in display can be prevented from occurring at the
time of input provided to the touch panel as with the case of
the eleventh embodiment. Further, because the polarizing
layer 87 and the retardation layer 88, without the protective
layer provided on both sides thereof, are installed, a low-
profile constitution can be realized while maintaining reli-
ability. Furthermore, since the device has the constitution
wherein these layers are laminated together with an adhe-
sive, and both sides thereof are covered with a glass sub-
strate having no permeability for moisture, respectively,
there will occur no increase in permeability for moisture
even at a high temperature in the order of, for example, 100°
C., so that the polarizing layer 87 and the retardation layer
88 can maintain high moisture resistance.

[0334] Tt is further to be pointed out that the constitution
of the liquid crystal display panel as well as the connection
portions, the polarizing layer, the retardation layer, and so
forth as described in the present embodiment is obviously
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applicable to the respective embodiments and variations
thereof as described hereinbefore.

[0335] Thirteenth Embodiment: FIG. 36

[0336] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a thirteenth embodiment
of a liquid crystal display device of the invention is
described with reference to FIG. 36.

[0337] FIG. 36 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 32,
showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display device.
In FIG. 36, parts corresponding to those for the tenth
embodiment, shown in FIGS. 28 to 32, are denoted by like
reference numerals, and description thereof is omitted or
simplified. Further, parts other than those shown in FIG. 36
are the same as those of the tenth embodiment, and descrip-
tion thereof is also omitted.

[0338] The present embodiment is characterized in that an
upper substrate and a lower substrate of a touch panel are
film substrates, and a first substrate and a second substrate
of a liquid crystal display panel are plastic substrates,
thereby rendering respective constituent members bendable.

[0339] The liquid crystal display panel 114' of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 36 is substantially the
same in constitution as the liquid crystal display panel 114
according to the tenth embodiment, however, the first sub-
strate 1 and the second substrate 6 are made up of a
transparent plastic substrate of 0.3 mm thick, respectively.
Further, the second substrate 6 is provided with a silicon
oxide (Si0,) film (not shown) as a gas barrier layer. Further,
with the present embodiment, a second polarizer 66 is
disposed on the side of the second substrate 6, opposite from
the visible side thereof, and on the underside thereof, a
reflector 8 is disposed by vapor deposition using the vacuum
sputtering method, while no color filter is installed.

[0340] On the visible side of the first substrate 1 of the
liquid crystal display panel 114', there are disposed a double-
sided adhesive layer 44 having optical diffusibility, a retar-
dation film 46, a polarizer 45, and a double-sided adhesive
layer 44' having no optical diffusibility in that order from the
side of the first substrate 1 by laminating one on top of the
other, and the double-sided adhesive layer 44' at the upper-
most level is bonded to the lower substrate 26 of the touch
panel 103",

[0341] The touch panel 103' is substantially the same in
constitution as the touch panel 103 according to the eleventh
embodiment shown in FIG. 33, but differs therefrom in that
the upper substrate 21 and the lower substrate 26 are each
made up of a transparent film of 0.18 um thick, and
substantially identical peripheries thereof are superimposed
one on the other. Further, because the upper substrate 21 is
thin in thickness, the same is protected by a protective film
78 provided with a hard coat layer and an antireflection layer
as with the case of the other embodiments.

[0342] A gap between the upper substrate 21 and the lower
substrate 26 is filled with a filling medium composed of, for
example, siloxane. Reference numeral 89 denotes a closing
member for closing an inlet for injecting the filling medium
therethrough, which is the same as a closing member 14 of
the liquid crystal display panel, shown in FIG. 34.

[0343] The touch panel 103' and the liquid crystal display
panel 114" as described above are connected to a circuit
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board 64 with a touch panel FPC 61 and a liquid crystal
display panel FPC 61", integrally formed as with the eleventh
embodiment, respectively.

[0344] With the aforementioned constitution, distortion of
images in display can be prevented from occurring at the
time when an input is provided to the touch panel 103' as
with the case of the eleventh embodiment. Further, since the
respective substrates of the touch panel 103' are film sub-
strates, and the respective substrates of the liquid crystal
display panel 114' are transparent plastic substrates, the
device has a construction light in weight and insusceptible to
cracking.

[0345] Furthermore, because the polarizer 45 and the
retardation film 46, disposed between the touch panel 103’
and the liquid crystal display panel 114’ are also films, it is
possible to bend these panels as a whole, and when dispos-
ing the retardation film 46, the polarizer 45, and the touch
panel 103' on the liquid crystal display panel 114' by
laminating one on top of the other, there occurs inclusion of
few air bubbles, enabling the constitution to be low in
profile.

[0346] Yet further, if the plastic substrates used for the
liquid crystal display panel 114" are provided with a gas
barrier layer and a moisture barrier layer, it is also possible
to employ a polarizing layer and a retardation layer, formed
by removing a protective layer from the polarizer 45 and the
retardation film 46, respectively, as with the case of the
twelfth embodiment. Non-permeability for moisture can be
reinforced by a liquid crystal layer 15 and the filling medium
41 of the touch panel 103'.

[0347] With the use of a polarizer for the lower substrate
26 of the touch panel 103/, the construction of the device can
be rendered further lower in profile.

[0348] Otherwise, if the upper substrate 21 and the lower
substrate 26 of the touch panel 103" are each made up of an
optically isotropic film, and the retardation film 46 and the
polarizer 45 are disposed in that order on the upper substrate
21 by laminating one on top of the other, this will enable
scratches, if any, on the upper substrate 21 to be hidden, and
the appearance of the touch panel 103' to be enhanced.

[0349] Tt is further to be pointed out that the constitution
of the liquid crystal display panel as well as the connection
portions, the polarizer, and so forth, as described in the
present embodiment is obviously applicable to the respec-
tive embodiments and variations thereof as described here-
inbefore.

[0350]

[0351] Next, a liquid crystal display device with an input
panel attached thereto according to a fourteenth embodiment
of a liquid crystal display device of the invention is
described with reference to FIG. 37.

[0352] FIG. 37 is a sectional view corresponding to FIG.
17, showing the constitution of the liquid crystal display
device. In FIG. 37, parts corresponding to those for the sixth
embodiment, shown in FIG. 17, and those for the tenth
embodiment, shown in FIGS. 28 to 32, are denoted by like
reference numerals, and description thereof is omitted or
simplified. Further, parts other than those shown in FIG. 37
are the same as those of the tenth embodiment, and descrip-
tion thereof is also omitted.

Fourteenth Embodiment: FIG. 37
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[0353] The liquid crystal display panel 104 of the liquid
crystal display device, shown in FIG. 37, is the same in
constitution as the liquid crystal display panel 104 according
to the sixth embodiment shown in FIG. 17, and description
thereof is therefore omitted. That is, unlike the cases of the
tenth to twelfth embodiments, the liquid crystal display
panel 104 is an active-matrix type liquid crystal display
panel provided with TFT elements 100 disposed on a second
substrate 6 thereof so as to correspond to respective pixels,
each acting as a switching element. The second substrate 6
is formed so as to be larger in surface area than a first
substrate 1, thereby enabling connection to a circuit board 64
comprising a driving circuit to be implemented on the
second substrate 6 although illustration of an FPC is omitted
in FIG. 37.

[0354] As shown in FIG. 37, on the visible side of the first
substrate 1 of the liquid crystal display panel 104, there are
disposed a double-sided adhesive layer 44' made of an
acrylic resin and having no optical diffusibility, a retardation
film 46, a polarizer 45, and a double-sided adhesive layer 44'
in that order from the side of the first substrate 1 by
laminating one on top of the other.

[0355] Then, the same touch panel 103 as described in the
tenth embodiment is bonded to the visible side of the
double-sided adhesive layer 44" at the uppermost level.

[0356] In addition, the visible side surface of the upper
substrate 21 of the touch panel 103 is protected by a
protective film 78 provided with a hard coat layer and an
antireflection layer.

[0357] Thus, with the present embodiment, a lower sub-
strate 26 of the touch panel 103 and the first substrate 1 of
the liquid crystal display panel 104 are bonded together
through the intermediary of the double-sided adhesive layers
44, the polarizer 45, and so forth, to form the touch panel
103 and the liquid crystal display panel 104 in a unit, so that
it is convenient and preferable to install a transparent and
electrically conductive film as a first electrode of the liquid
crystal display panel 104 substantially on the entire inner
surface of the first substrate 1.

[0358] A plurality of pixel electrodes served by reflective
electrodes 116 are arranged in a matrix fashion, and the TFT
element 100 acting as the switching element is preferably
installed against the respective pixel electrodes

Variations to the Tenth to Fourteenth Embodiments

[0359] Examples of variations to the tenth to fourteenth
embodiments as described hereinbefore will be described
hereinafter.

[0360] First, in the case of installing the protective film on
the upper substrate 21 of the touch panel, use of a polarizer
for the protective film enables visibility for scratches and
stains on the upper substrate 21 to be reduced in comparison
with the case of installing the polarizer between the touch
panel and the liquid crystal display panel. Further, in such a
case, since a quantity of incoming light falling on the touch
panel is reduced by the agency of the polarizer, it also
becomes possible to reduce visibility for dust, and so forth,
inside the touch panel.

[0361] If the polarizer and the retardation film are installed
on an input face (the visible side of the upper substrate) of
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the touch panel, it is conceivable that this will cause input
sensitivity to deteriorate due to the effect of the protective
film installed above and below those constituent members.
Accordingly, in the case of installing the polarizer and the
retardation film on the input face of the touch panel, it is
preferable to install a polarizing layer and a retardation layer,
without a protective layer attached thereto, as in the case of
twelfth embodiment, and to install a protective film on the
uppermost surface thereof.

[0362] For example, in the case of installing one sheet of
polarizer, a first adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a second
adhesive layer, and a protective film are preferably disposed
in that order by laminating one on top of the other. In the
case of installing the retardation film and the polarizer, at
least one retardation layer, a first adhesive layer, a polarizing
layer, a second adhesive layer, and a protective film are
preferably disposed in that order by laminating one on top of
the other. Otherwise, a hard coat layer or an antireflection
layer may be formed directly on a polarizing layer instead of
installing a protective film. With the constitutions as
described above, the input sensitivity of the touch panel can
be enhanced.

[0363] Besides the examples of the variations described
above, the same as the examples of the variations to the first
to ninth embodiments can also be applied to the tenth to
fourteenth embodiments.

[0364] As described in the foregoing, with the liquid
crystal display device according to the invention, wherein
the touch panel is disposed on the visible side of the liquid
crystal display panel so as to overlay the latter, and display
of the liquid crystal display panel is watched through the
input panel, it is possible to prevent deterioration of visibil-
ity of the liquid crystal display panel due to the effect of the
input panel, and also, to realize reduction in the number of
the constituent members absorbing light, reduction in
weight, a lower profile, reduction in cost, prevention of
distortion of images in display, enhanced contrast, enhanced
strength, and so forth.

What is claimed is:
1. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel made up by coupling a first
substrate and a second substrate, having an electrode
provided on respective inner surfaces thereof facing
cach other, with a predetermined gap provided ther-
ebetween, and by filling the gap with a liquid crystal
layer; and

an input panel made up by coupling an upper substrate
and a lower substrate, both of which are transparent,
having an electrode provided on respective inner sur-
faces thereof facing each other, with a predetermined
gap provided therebetween,

wherein the first substrate on a visible side of the liquid
crystal display panel being disposed so as to be
opposed to the lower substrate of the input panel, and

a double-sided adhesive layer having a surface area
equivalent to that of a display region of the liquid
crystal display panel is disposed between the first
substrate and the lower substrate.
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2. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the gap between the upper substrate and the lower
substrate of the input panel is filled with a filling medium.

3. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the double-sided adhesive layer has optical diffus-
ibility.

4. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the double-sided adhesive layer is more elastic than
spacers or a sealing member for maintaining the gap of the
liquid crystal display panel.

5. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a reflector or a transflective reflector is disposed on
a face of the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, on a side of the liquid crystal layer, and at least one
sheet of retardation film and one sheet of polarizer are
disposed in that order from an upper substrate side on a
visible side of the upper substrate of the input panel.

6. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a transflective reflector is disposed on a face of the
second substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, on a side
of the liquid crystal layer, at least one sheet of retardation
film and one sheet of polarizer are disposed in that order
from an upper substrate side on a visible side of the upper
substrate of the input panel, and an auxiliary light source is
disposed on a side of the second substrate, opposite from the
side of the liquid crystal layer, with a polarizer interposed
therebetween.

7. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 5,
wherein the retardation films include at least one sheet of
twisted retardation film.

8. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein switching elements are disposed on the first sub-
strate or the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, and display is effected by the liquid crystal display
panel by applying electric signals to the liquid crystal layer
via the switching elements.

9. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the upper substrate as well as the lower substrate of
the input panel is a retardation film.

10. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel made up by coupling a first
substrate and a second substrate, having an electrode
provided on respective inner surfaces thereof facing
each other, with a predetermined gap provided ther-
ebetween, and by filling the gap with a liquid crystal
layer; and

an input panel made up by coupling an upper substrate
and a lower substrate, both of which are transparent,
having an electrode provided on respective inner sur-
faces thereof facing each other, with a predetermined
gap provided therebetween,

wherein the first substrate on a visible side of the liquid
crystal display panel being disposed so as to be
opposed to the lower substrate of the input panel, and
a mutual filling medium is provided between the first
substrate of the liquid crystal display panel and the
lower substrate of the input panel by sealing the same
therein-between with a mutually sealing member.

11. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein the gap between the upper substrate and the lower
substrate of the input panel is filled with a filling medium.

12. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein a reflector or a transflective reflector is disposed on
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a face of the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, on a side of the liquid crystal layer, and at least one
sheet of retardation film and one sheet of polarizer are
disposed in that order from an upper substrate side on a
visible side of the upper substrate of the input panel.

13. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein a transflective reflector is disposed on a face of the
second substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, on a side
of the liquid crystal layer, at least one sheet of retardation
film and one sheet of polarizer are disposed in that order
from an upper substrate side on a visible side of the upper
substrate of the input panel, and an auxiliary light source is
disposed on a side of the second substrate, opposite from the
side of the liquid crystal layer, with a polarizer interposed
therebetween.

14. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 12,
wherein the retardation films include at least one sheet of
twisted retardation film.

15. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein switching elements are disposed on the first sub-
strate or the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, and

display is effected by the liquid crystal display panel by
applying electric signals to the liquid crystal layer via
the switching elements.

16. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein the upper substrate as well as the lower substrate of
the input panel is a retardation film.

17. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel made up by coupling a first
substrate and a second substrate, having an electrode
provided on respective inner surfaces thereof facing
each other, with a predetermined gap provided ther-
ebetween, and by filling the gap with a liquid crystal
layer; and

an input panel made up by coupling an upper substrate
and a lower substrate, both of which are transparent,
having an electrode provided on respective inner sur-
faces thereof facing each other, with a predetermined
gap provided therebetween,

wherein the first substrate on a visible side of the liquid
crystal display panel being disposed so as to be
opposed to the lower substrate of the input panel, and

a second retardation film, a first retardation film, and a
first polarizer are disposed in that order by laminating
one on top of the other from an upper substrate side of
the input panel on a visible side of the upper substrate.

18. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein the upper substrate and the lower substrate of the
input panel are substrates having a substantially even retar-
dation value within planes thereof or optically isotropic
substrates having a retardation value nearly at zero, respec-
tively.

19. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein the first retardation film is a half-wave film and the
second retardation film is a quarter-wave film.

20. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein a transflective reflector is disposed on a face of the
second substrate of the liquid crystal display panel, on a side
of the liquid crystal layer, and at least one sheet of retarda-
tion film, a second polarizer, and an auxiliary light source are
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disposed on a side of the second substrate, opposite from the
side of the liquid crystal layer, in that order from a second
substrate side.

21. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein switching elements are disposed on the first sub-
strate or the second substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel, and display is effected by the liquid crystal display
panel by applying electric signals to the liquid crystal layer
via the switching elements.

22. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein the input panel is provided with positioning marks
for aligning an absorption axis of the first polarizer with an
alignment direction of liquid crystal molecules of the liquid
crystal layer of the liquid crystal display panel.

23. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein the upper substrate of the input panel, the second
retardation film, the first retardation film, and the first
polarizer are bonded to each other with an adhesive.

24. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein an external shape of the first polarizer is equivalent
in size to or smaller than that of the first retardation film, the
second retardation film, and the upper substrate of the input
panel, respectively.

25. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel made up by coupling a first
substrate and a second substrate, having an electrode
provided on respective inner surfaces thereof facing
each other, with a predetermined gap provided ther-
ebetween, and by filling the gap with a liquid crystal
layer; and

an input panel made up by coupling an upper substrate
and a lower substrate, both of which are transparent,
having an electrode provided on respective inner sur-
faces thereof facing each other, with a predetermined
gap provided therebetween,

wherein the first substrate on a visible side of the liquid
crystal display panel being disposed so as to be
opposed to the lower substrate of the input panel,

a liquid crystal display panel connection portion for
connecting the liquid crystal display panel to a driving
circuit for the liquid crystal display panel is disposed in
a peripheral region of the first substrate of the liquid
crystal display panel, on one side thereof while an input
panel connection portion for connecting the input panel
to a driving circuit for the input panel is disposed in a
peripheral region of the lower substrate of the input
panel, on one side thereof,

said one side of the first substrate where the liquid crystal
display panel connection portion is disposed is on the
same side as said one side of the lower substrate where
the input panel connection portion is disposed, and

an input panel connection means for connecting the input
panel connection portion and the driving circuit for the
input panel is installed along a side face of the lower
substrate and the first substrate.

26. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 25,
wherein the input panel is provided with at least four units
of electrodes for detection of position, comprising at least a
pair of X-electrodes and at least a pair of Y-electrodes, and
wiring electrodes for providing wiring between each of the
electrodes for detection of position and the input panel
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connection portion for connecting the input panel to the
driving circuit therefor, and at least three lengths of the
wiring electrodes are disposed in a region where the same
horizontally overlay the liquid crystal display panel connec-
tion portion for connecting the liquid crystal display panel to
the driving circuit therefor as seen from a visible side.

27. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 25,
wherein a first adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a second
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

28. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 25,
wherein a first adhesive layer, at least one layer of retarda-
tion layer, a second adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a third
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

29. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a liquid crystal display panel connection portion for
connecting the liquid crystal display panel to a driving
circuit for the liquid crystal display panel is disposed in a
peripheral region of the first substrate of the liquid crystal
display panel, on one side thereof while an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit for the input panel is disposed in a peripheral
region of the lower substrate of the input panel, on one side
thereof,

said one side of the first substrate where the liquid crystal
display panel connection portion is disposed is on the
same side as said one side of the lower substrate where
the input panel connection portion is disposed, and

an input panel connection means for connecting the input
panel connection portion and the driving circuit for the
input panel is installed along a side face of the lower
substrate and the first substrate.

30. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the input panel is provided with at least four units
of electrodes for detection of position, comprising at least a
pair of X-electrodes and at least a pair of Y-electrodes, and
wiring electrodes for providing wiring between each of the
electrodes for detection of position and an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit therefor, and at least three lengths of the
wiring electrodes are disposed in a region where the same
horizontally overlay a liquid crystal display panel connec-
tion portion for connecting the liquid crystal display panel to
a driving circuit therefor as seen from a visible side.

31. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a first adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a second
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

32. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein a first adhesive layer, at least one layer of retarda-
tion layer, a second adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a third
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.
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33. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein a liquid crystal display panel connection portion for
connecting the liquid crystal display panel to a driving
circuit for the liquid crystal display panel is disposed in a
peripheral region of the first substrate of the liquid crystal
display panel, on one side thereof while an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit for the input panel is disposed in a peripheral
region of the lower substrate of the input panel, on one side
thereof,

said one side of the first substrate where the liquid crystal
display panel connection portion is disposed is on the
same side as said one side of the lower substrate where
the input panel connection portion is disposed, and

an input panel connection means for connecting the input
panel connection portion and the driving circuit for the
input panel is installed along a side face of the lower
substrate and the first substrate.

34. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein the input panel is provided with at least four units
of electrodes for detection of position, comprising at least a
pair of X-electrodes and at least a pair of Y-electrodes, and
wiring electrodes for providing wiring between each of the
electrodes for detection of position and an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit therefor, and at least three lengths of the
wiring electrodes are disposed in a region where the same
horizontally overlay a liquid crystal display panel connec-
tion portion for connecting the liquid crystal display panel to
a driving circuit therefor as seen from a visible side.

35. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein a first adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a second
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

36. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein a first adhesive layer, at least one layer of retarda-
tion layer, a second adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a third
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

37. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein a liquid crystal display panel connection portion for
connecting the liquid crystal display panel to a driving
circuit for the liquid crystal display panel is disposed in a
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peripheral region of the first substrate of the liquid crystal
display panel, on one side thereof while an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit for the input panel is disposed in a peripheral
region of the lower substrate of the input panel, on one side
thereof,

said one side of the first substrate where the liquid crystal
display panel connection portion is disposed is on the
same side as said one side of the lower substrate where
the input panel connection portion is disposed,

said one side of the lower substrate where the input panel
connection portion is disposed is positioned on an inner
side of said one side of the first substrate where the
liquid crystal display panel connection portion is dis-
posed, and

an input panel connection means for connecting the input
panel connection portion and the driving circuit for the
input panel is installed along a side face of the lower
substrate and the first substrate.

38. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 17
wherein the input panel is provided with at least four units
of electrodes for detection of position, comprising at least a
pair of X-electrodes and at least a pair of Y-electrodes, and
wiring electrodes for providing wiring between each of the
electrodes for detection of position and an input panel
connection portion for connecting the input panel to a
driving circuit therefor, and at least three lengths of the
wiring electrodes are disposed in a region where the same
horizontally overlay a liquid crystal display panel connec-
tion portion for connecting the liquid crystal display panel to
the driving circuit therefor as seen from a visible side.

39. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein a first adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a second
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.

40. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 17,
wherein a first adhesive layer, at least one layer of retarda-
tion layer, a second adhesive layer, a polarizing layer, a third
adhesive layer and a protective film are disposed in that
order from an upper substrate side by laminating one on top
of the other on a visible side of the upper substrate of the
input panel.
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