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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention provides a reflective plate that includes a first
reflective part having a predetermined surface roughness and
asecond reflective part having a surface roughness that is less
than the predetermined surface roughness of the first reflec-
tive part. The invention also provides a reflective plate that is
capable of supplying a liquid crystal panel with substantially
uniform light.
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REFLECTIVE PLATE AND LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY APPARATUS HAVING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit and priority of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/339,261, filed on Jan. 24, 2006
and Korean Patent Application No. 10-2005-0006253, filed
on Jan. 24,2005, which are hereby incorporated by reference
for all purposes as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a reflective plate and a
liquid crystal display apparatus having the same.

2. Description of the Related Art

Cathode ray tube (CRT) displays are being replaced with
flat panel display devices, such as an LCD (liquid crystal
display), a PDP (plasma display panel), an OLED (organic
light emitting diode), etc.

The LCD includes a liquid crystal panel having a TFT
substrate, a color filter substrate, and a liquid crystal layer
disposed between the two substrates. Since the liquid crystal
molecules are anon-emitting material, the liquid crystal panel
requires a backlight unit having a light source. Light from the
backlight unit passes through the liquid crystal panel. The
transmittance of light depends on an alignment of the liquid
crystal.

The liquid crystal panel and the backlight unit are con-
tained in a chassis. The backlight unit may be an edge type or
a direct type depending on where the light source is arranged.

The edge type of backlight unit has a structure with a light
source thatis arranged at a side of a light guide plate. The edge
type is Widely used in small electronic products, such as
laptops, PDAs, etc. because it has a high light uniformity and
a relatively long life span and may be used for producing a
thin display.

However, LCDs using the direct type have a structure such
that one or more light sources are arranged under the liquid
crystal panel to irradiate an overall surface of the liquid crys-
tal panel. The direct type uses more light sources than the
edge type, making the direct type brighter than the edge type.
However, the brightness of the direct type is not uniformly
distributed.

Further, the direct type backlight using a light emitting
diode (LED) as the light source for the backlight unit gener-
ates bright lines on a display screen.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a reflective plate that sup-
plies a liquid crystal panel with uniform light, and a liquid
crystal display having the reflective plate.

Additional features of the invention will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practice of the inven-
tion.

The present invention discloses a reflective plate, including
a first reflective part having a predetermined surface rough-
ness; and a second reflective part having a surface roughness
that is less than the predetermined surface roughness of the
first reflective part.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
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2

plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

The patent or application file contains at least one drawing
executed in color. Copies of this patent or patent application
publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office upon request and payment
of the necessary fee.

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of an LCD includ-
ing a reflective plate according to an embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the LCD including the reflec-
tive plate according to the embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 3 shows an arrangement of the reflective plate and the
LED according to the embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 shows why bright lines reduce in the LCD compris-
ing the reflective plate according to the embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a brightness distribution of a
conventional LCD.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a brightness distribution of the
LCD including the 20 reflective plate according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a front view of a reflective plate according to
another embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 is a front view of a reflective plate according to yet
another embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference
numerals refer to like elements throughout. The embodiments
are described below in order to explain the present invention
by referring to the figures.

Itis understood that when an element or layer is referred to
as being “on” or “connected to” or “connected with” another
element or layer, it can be directly on or directly connected to
or with the other element or layer or intervening elements or
layers may be present.

An embodiment of the invention is described below with
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

As shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2,an LCD 1 includes an liquid
crystal panel 20, a plurality of optical members 30 provided in
arear portion of the liquid crystal panel 20, LEDs 51 arranged
along the rear portion of the liquid crystal panel 20, a reflec-
tive panel 40 arranged below the LEDs 51, and an LED circuit
substrate 60 having LEDs 51 mounted thereon.

The liquid crystal panel 20 includes a TFT substrate 21
having TFTs formed thereon, a color filter substrate 22 oppos-
ing the TFT substrate 21, a sealant 23 coupling the foregoing
substrates 21 and 22 and forming a gap, and a liquid crystal
layer 24 arranged in a space enclosed by the aforementioned
substrates 21 and 22 and the sealant 23.

The liquid crystal panel 20 forms an image by adjusting an
alignment of the liquid crystals in the liquid crystal layer 24.
Since the liquid crystal molecules are non-emitting material,
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the liquid crystal panel 20 needs to be supplied with light from
a light source, such as the LEDs 51.

A first side of the TFT substrate 21 includes a driving part
25 supplying driving signals. The driving part 25 comprises a
flexible printed circuit (FPC) 26, a driving chip 27 mounted
on the flexible printed circuit 26, and a PCB 28 connected,
e.g., coupled with the flexible printed circuit 26. The driving
part 25, as shown in FIG. 1, has a COF (chip on film) struc-
ture, however, it is understood that it may have other well
known structures, such as, a TCP (tape carrier package), a
COG (chip on glass). Further, the driving part 25 may be
formed on the TFT substrate 21.

The optical members 30 arranged at the rear or below the
liquid crystal panel 20 include a light guide plate 31, a diffuser
plate 32, a diffuser film 33, a prism film 34, and a protection
film 35.

Thelight guide plate 31 is arranged above the LEDs 51, and
diffuses the light from the LEDs 51 by refracting the incident
light. A dot pattern may be formed on a surface of the light
guide plate 31. The light guide plate 31 may be made of
acryl-containing material, such as PMMA (poly methyl meta
acrylate). The light guide plate 31 is thicker than the diffuser
plate 32, the diffuser film 33, the prism film 34 and the
protection film 35. The light guide plate 31 includes a plural-
ity of rows oflight blocking parts 36. The light blocking parts
36 are arranged on a surface of the light guide plate 31 that
faces the LEDs 51, and the light blocking part 36 has sub-
stantially the same size as the LED 51. The light blocking part
36 blocks the light from the LED 51 that is perpendicular to
the liquid crystal panel 20, thereby improving a color unifor-
mity. The light blocking part 36 may be made of the same
material as the reflective plate 40. In this case, the light from
the LED 51 to the light blocking part 36 is reflected back to the
reflective plate 40.

The diffuser plate 32 and the diffuser film 33 each com-
prises a base plate and a coating layer in the shape of beads
formed on the base plate. Two or three diffuser films 33 may
be layered or arranged on the diffuser plate 32.

Triangular prisms may be arranged at a constant interval on
the prism film 34. The prism film 34 concentrates diffused
light from the diffuser film 33 in a substantially vertical
direction to a surface of the liquid crystal panel 20. Two prism
films 34 are generally used. A prism formed on each prism
film 34 forms a predetermined angle with respect to the prism
film 34. Light passing through the prism film 34 travels in a
substantially vertical direction to the liquid crystal panel 20,
thereby generating a substantially uniform brightness distri-
bution.

The protection film 35 protects the prism film 34 from
being scratched or damaged.

A through hole 43 may be formed on the reflective plate 40
that corresponds with the LED 51. The reflective plate 40 is
arranged between the LED 51 and a LED heat discharging
unit 52. The through holes 43 are arranged in the same for-
mation as the LEDs 51. For example, as shown in the embodi-
ment in FIG. 1, four of the through hole rows 45 where the
through holes 43 are arrayed in a row, are arranged in parallel
with each other at a constant interval or space. The LED heat
discharging unit 52 may be made of a metal material and
discharges heat generated by the LED 51.

A reflection of light includes a diffuse reflection and a
specular reflection. The diffusion reflection occurs when the
light is incident upon a surface having a roughness that is
larger than a wavelength ofa visibleray, e.g., about 400 run to
about 700 nm. However, when the roughness is less than the
wavelength of the visible ray, the specular reflection occurs.
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According to the present embodiment, the reflective plate
40 includes a first reflective part 41 and a second reflective
part 42, each having a different surface roughness. The sur-
face roughness of the second reflective part 42 is less than the
surface roughness of the first reflective part 41. For example,
the first reflective part 41 has a surface roughness that is at
least about 700 nm, thereby allowing the diffuse-reflected
incident light. The second reflective part 42 has a surface
roughness that is less than about 400 nm, thereby allowing the
specular-reflected incident light.

The second reflective part 42 may be shaped like a bar or a
strip, and is positioned approximately halfway between the
adjacent through hole rows 45. The first reflective part 41
includes a base film 46 and a diffuse reflective layer 47
arranged on the base film 46. The base film 46 may be made
of polyethylenterephthalate (PET) or polycarbonate (PC).
The diffuse reflective layer 47 includes beads made of
CaCQyj. The reflective plate 40 is sufficiently thick so as to not
shrink due to the heat generated from the LED 51.

The second reflective part 42 includes the base film 46 and
aspecular reflective layer 48 arranged on the base film 46. The
specular reflective layer 48 includes Ag. Alternatively, the
specular reflective layer 48 may have a polyethylene naph-
thalate (PEN) single layered structure or may be a multi-
layered structure.

Alternatively, the second reflective part 42 and the first
reflective part 41 may be a single body. For example, a treat-
ment may be applied on the surface of the first reflective part
41 to form the second reflective part 42 or the second reflec-
tive part may be made of only the base film 46. According to
the present embodiment, the surface treatment includes coat-
ing the surface with a metal layer having a relatively small
surface roughness by a sputtering method. According to
another example, the second reflective part 42 may be formed
by adhering a silver sheet or a film having a relatively small
surface roughness on the reflective plate 40.

A traveling direction of the light from the LED 51 may be
adjusted. Since the light traveling directly upward reduces a
color uniformity of the light, the light emitted from an upper
part of the LED 51 should be limited. The LEDs 51, which
emit red, green and blue colors, respectively, are arrayed in a
row on the LED circuit substrate 60, thereby generating a
white color. Four LED circuit substrates 60 are arrayed at the
same interval. However, the number of the LED circuit sub-
strates 60 may vary according to a size of the backlight or a
required brightness. Accordingly, the LED rows 55 mounted
or attached on the LED circuit substrate 60 are arrayed at the
same interval.

The LED circuit substrate 60 includes a PCB and an Al
layer. The aforementioned liquid crystal panel 20, the optical
member 30, the reflective plate 40, the LED 51, and the LED
circuit substrate 60 are accommodated or contained in an
upper chassis 10 and a lower chassis 70.

Due to the following reasons, a bright line is not generated
in the LCD according to the embodiment of the invention.

According to the embodiment of the invention shown in
FIG. 3, more than 90% of the light is emitted from the sides of
the LED 51. Such LED 51 is defined as a side emitting LED.

The light emitted from an upper part of the LED 51 is
blocked by the light blocking part 36 of the light guide plate
31. Therefore, only about 2 to about 3 percent of the light from
the LED 51 passes through the light blocking part 36. The
light from the LED 51 mostly travels straight; e.g., in a ver-
tical direction. Such straight traveling of the light increases
the intensity of the light and concentrates the light. However,
when the red, green, and blue LEDs emit light separately, the
straight progressing light reduces color uniformity. To solve
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the foregoing problem, the light emitted from an upper part of
the LED 51 should be reduced, and the light traveling straight
from the upper part of the LED should be blocked.

A region between the adjacent two LEDs 51 brightens due
to the light reflected from the reflective plate 40 being added
to the direct light emitted from the LED 51. Accordingly, the
brightness difference between the region above the LED 51
and the region between the two LEDs 51 results in aline being
generated along the space between the LED rows 55. The
present invention reduces such a line by having the second
reflective part 42 disposed between the LEDs 51.

Referring to FIG. 4, the second reflective part 42 of the
reflective plate 40 is arranged between the LED rows 55. The
second reflective part 42 may be a strip or a bar-like shape and
is positioned approximately halfway between the two adja-
cent LED rows 55. The LED rows 55 are arranged along a
constant interval d2, and the width d1 ofthe second reflective
part 42 is about 10 percent to about 40 percent of the interval
d2.

According to the above described configuration, most of
the light coming from an upper part of the LED 51 is blocked
by the light blocking part 36, whereby some of the light is
transmitted directly to a region A that is above the LED 51.
The light emitted from the sides of the LED 51 is partly
delivered direct to the region B that is between the LEDs. The
rest of the light emitted from the sides of the LED 51 is
reflected by the first reflective part 41 and/or the second
reflective part 42 and then travels toward the light guide plate
31. As shown in FIG. 4, the incident light on the first reflective
part 41 is diffuse-reflected in various directions and reaches
region A and region B.

Unlike the light reflected by the first reflective part 41, the
incident light upon the second reflective part 42 is specular-
reflected. The specular-reflected light travels along a route
such that not as much of the specular-reflected light reaches
region B as the diffuse-reflected light. Accordingly, the light
is distributed substantially uniformly along the entire light
guide plate 31, thereby reducing the bright lines generated.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a brightness distribution of a
conventional LCD. FIG. 6 is a graph showing a brightness
distribution of the LCD comprising the reflective plate
according to the first embodiment of the invention. FIG. 6 is
based on a sectional view taken along the IV-1V line of FIG.
3, andrepresents a brightness distribution of a direction that is
substantially perpendicular to a direction along which the
LED row 55 extends.

Referring to FIG. 5, the conventional LCD, having no
second reflective part 42 and thus diffuse-reflecting all the
incident light, has three bright lines formed between the LED
rows 55 and two dark lines formed between the adjacent
brightlines. The bright line disposed in the middle of the three
bright lines is the brightest line.

On the other hand, the LCD shown in FIG. 6 has the second
reflective part 42 provided on the reflective plate 40, thereby
showing neither the bright line nor the dark line. Instead, FIG.
6 shows a Gaussian distribution where the brightest spot
exists at substantially a center area.

Considering FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, the second reflective part
42 provided on the reflective plate 40 is arranged at the same
region where the bright line occurs. According to such
arrangement, the second reflective part 42 specular-reflects
the incident light, thereby preventing or substantially prevent-
ing the light from traveling above the second reflective part
42. Accordingly, less bright lines occur at the region above the
second reflective part 42.

When an LCD does not have a second reflective part 42, a
brightness line may occur in an image displayed by the LCD.
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When an LCD has a second reflective part 42 having a width
d1 which is about 45 percent of the interval d2 between the
adjacent LED rows 55, the brightness may also occur in an
image displayed by the LCD. However, when an LCD has a
second reflective part 42 having a width which is about 12
percent or 22 percent of the interval d2 between the adjacent
LED rows 55, the brightness may not occur in an mage
displayed by the LCD. Therefore, the width d1 of the second
reflective part 42 is preferably about 10 percent to about 40
percent of the interval d2 of the adjacent LEC rows 55.

Another embodiment of the invention is described below
with reference to FIG. 8.

As shown in FIG. 7, four through hole rows 45 parallel to
each other are arranged on a reflective plate 40. The through
hole rows 45 are arrayed with through holes 43 through d2'
which LEDs 51 are coupled with the reflective plate 40. The
through hole rows 45 are arranged along a constant interval
d2'. Three second reflective parts 42 are arranged between the
through hole rows 45. As described above and shown in FIG.
5 and FIG. 6, a screen is brightest at approximately a center
region thereof. In FIG. 7, the width d4 of the middle second
reflective part 425 is larger than a width d3 of the rest of the
second reflective parts 42a to reduce the brightness of light
for the entire display screen.

Yet another embodiment of the invention is described
below with reference to FIG. §.

Referring to FIG. 8, four through hole rows 45 parallel to
each other are arranged 20 on a reflective plate 40. Through
holes 43 through which LEDs 51 are coupled to the reflective
plate 40 are arranged on the through hole row 45.

Unlike the above described embodiments of the invention,
an interval between the adjacent through hole rows 45 is not
constant. Instead, an interval d7 between the outer through
hole rows 45 is larger than the interval d8 between the inner
through hole rows 45. The width d5 of an outer second reflec-
tive part 42¢ is less than a width d6 of an inner second
reflective part 42d. For example, the width of the second
reflective part 42 that is arranged between the through hole
rows 45 is substantially inversely proportional to the interval
between the through hole rows 45.

When the interval between the through hole rows 45 is
sufficiently narrow such that the interval between the LEDs
51 arranged on the through hole rows 45 is also narrow, the
light travels along a substantially direct path; therefore, the
light emitted from the LED 51 is not substantially uniformly
distributed but concentrated. Alternatively, when the interval
between the through hole rows 45 is sufficiently wide such
that the LEDs 51 disposed on the through hole row 45 are also
wide, the light progresses along a long and non-direct path
and thus the light is substantially uniformly diffused. Accord-
ingly, when the interval between the through hole rows 45 is
sufficiently narrow, the corresponding second reflective part
42 should be sufficiently wide to diffuse the light uniformly.
When the interval between the through hole rows 45 is wid-
ened the generation of bright line may be reduced; however,
the entire brightness may be deteriorated.

The embodiments described above may be modified in
various ways. For example, the LED may be arranged on the
LED row and between the LED rows, which changes the
shape of the LED circuit substrate and changes the arrange-
ment of the through holes of the reflective plate to correspond
with the arrangement of the LEDs.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variation can be made in the present inven-
tion without departing from the spirit or scope of the inven-
tion. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cover the
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modifications and variations of this invention provided they
come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A backlight unit, comprising:

a light source array including a plurality of light source
groups arranged in a second direction, the light source
group including a plurality of light sources arranged in a
first direction to generate light; and

areflective plate arranged under the light sources to reflect
the light from the light sources, the reflective plate com-
prising:

a first reflective part having a first surface roughness and
extending in the first direction; and

a second reflective parts having a second surface rough-
ness less than the first surface roughness and arranged
in parallel with the first reflective part.

2. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the second reflec-
tive part is positioned halfway between the adjacent light
source groups and two first reflective parts are positioned at
both sides of the second reflective part.

3. The backlight unit of claim 2, wherein the two first
reflective parts and the second reflective part are positioned in
a same layer.

4. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the second reflec-
tive part is disposed on the center region of the first reflective
part.

5. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the second reflec-
tive part has a bar-like shape.

6. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the first reflective
part has a first width and the second reflective part has a
second width less than the first width.

7. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein a width of the
second reflective part positioned at a center region of the
entire backlight unit is larger than a width of the second
reflective part positioned at a peripheral region of the entire
backlight unit.

8. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein an interval
between adjacent outer ones of the light source groups is
larger than an interval between adjacent inner ones of the light
source groups.

9. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the light sources
of each light source grup are spaced apart from each other in
the first direction.

10. The backlight unit of claim 1, wherein the second
roughness of the second reflective part is less than 400 nm.

11. A liquid crystal display (LCD), comprising:

a display panel for displaying an image using light;
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a light source array disposed under the display panel and
including a plurality of light source groups arranged in a
second direction, the light source group including a plu-
rality of light sources arranged in a first direction to
generate light; and

a reflective plate arranged between the adjacent light
source groups and under the light sources to reflect the
light from the light sources. the reflective plate compris-
ing:

a first reflective part having a first surface roughness and
extending in the first direction; and

a second reflective part having a second surface roughness
less than the first surface roughness and being arranged
in parallel with the first reflective part.

12. The LCD of claim 11, further comprising an optical
member interposed between the display panel and the light
source array.

13. The LCD of claim 12, wherein the optical member
comprises a light guide plate that diffuses the light from the
light sources, and the light guide plate comprises a plurality of
light blocking parts arranged in the second direction, the light
blocking parts extending in the first direction to overlap with
the light source group such that the light blocking parts are
configured to block the light from the light sources.

14. The LCD of claim 11, wherein the second reflective
part is positioned halfway between the adjacent light source
groups and two first reflective parts are positioned at both
sides of the second reflective part.

15. The LCD of claim 14, wherein the two first reflective
parts and the second reflective part are positioned in a same
layer.

16. The LCD of claim 11, wherein the second reflective
part is disposed on the center region of the first reflective part.

17. The LCD of claim 11, wherein the second reflective
part has a bar-like shape.

18. The LCD of claim 11, wherein the first reflective part
has a first width and the second reflective part has a second
width less than the first width.

19. The LCD of claim 11, wherein a width of the second
reflective part positioned at a center region of the entire back-
light unit is larger than a width of the second reflective part
positioned at a peripheral region of the entire backlight unit.

20. The LCD of claim 11, wherein an interval between
adjacent outer ones of the light source groups is larger than an
interval between adjacent inner ones of the light source

groups.
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