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(7) ABSTRACT

In one embodiment, a driving method for a liquid crystal
display device having a backlight is provided. Input digital
video data is analyzed and an adaptive brightness control
signal is generated based on a brightness analysis of the input
digital video data. An external brightness control signal is
received via a user interface. A plurality of brightness control
voltages is generated based on the adaptive brightness control
signal. The plurality of brightness control voltages represents
different brightness levels. One of the brightness control volt-
ages is selected in response to the external brightness control
signal. The backlight operates according to the selected
brightness control voltage.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY AND DRIVING
METHOD THEREOF

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. P2006-115150 filed in Korea on Nov. 21, 2006,
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display and
a driving method, and more particularly to a liquid crystal
display and a driving method that adaptively controls the
brightness of a backlight.

2. Description of the Related Art

Liquid crystal display devices control a light transmittance
of liquid crystal cells in accordance with a video signal and
display a picture. Liquid crystal display devices having a
switching device formed at each cell are referred to as an
active matrix type.

FIG. 1 schematically shows a liquid crystal display device
10 of an active matrix type in the related art. In FIG. 1, the
liquid crystal display device 10 includes a system 17, a liquid
crystal display panel 15, a backlight 16, a data driving circuit
13, a gate driving circuit 14, a timing controller 12, an inter-
face circuit 11, a DC-DC converter 18, and an inverter 19. The
system 17 includes an electronic device which uses the liquid
crystal display device 10 for a display. The liquid crystal
display panel 15 has mxn number of liquid crystal cells Clc
which are arranged in a matrix type, m number of data lines
D1 to Dm and n number of gate lines G1 to Gn which cross
each other, and a thin film transistor (hereinafter, referred to
as “TFT”) which is formed at the crossing.

The backlight 16 irradiates a light to the liquid crystal
display panel 15. The data driving circuit 13 supplies data to
the data lines D1 to Dm of the liquid crystal display panel 15.
The gate driving circuit 14 supplies a scanning pulse to the
gate lines G1 to Gn. The timing controller 12 controls the data
driving circuit 13 and the gate driving circuit 14. The interface
circuit 11 is connected between the system 17 and the timing
controller 12. The DC-DC converter 18 generates driving
voltages of the liquid crystal display panel 15. The inverter 19
drives the backlight 16.

The liquid crystal display panel 15 has a liquid crystal
formed between two glass substrates. On the lower glass
substrate of the liquid crystal display panel 15, the data lines
D1 to Dm and the gate lines G1 to Gn intersect each other.
Each intersection between the data lines D1 to Dm and the
gate lines G1 to Gn is provided with the TFT. The TFT
supplies data on the data lines D1 to Dm to the liquid crystal
cell Cle in response to a scanning pulse from the gate lines G1
to Gn. To this end, the gate electrode of the TFT is connected
to the gate lines G1 to Gn while the source electrode of the
TFT is connected to the data line D1 to Dm. Further, the drain
electrode of the TFT is connected to the pixel electrode of the
liquid crystal cell Clc.

A graphic processing circuit of the system 17 converts an
analog data into digital video data RGB and, at the same time
adjusts a resolution and a color temperature of the digital
video data RGB. The digital video data RGB is supplied, via
the interface circuit 11, to the timing controller 12.

The interfacecircuit 11 may use a TMDS (Transition Mini-
mized Differential Signal) method or a LVDS (Low Voltage
Differential Signaling) method. The TMDS method converts
a digital video data into a TTL level or a CMOS level and
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2

transmits the converted video data in parallel. The LVDS
method compresses the digital video data RGB in serial data,
transmits the compressed serial data and then restores the
compressed serial data to parallel data. Accordingly, a fre-
quency and a voltage of the digital video data RGB may be
smaller, and the number of signal line that transmits the
digital video data RGB also may be reduced.

FIG. 2 illustrates a backlight control method using an aver-
age brightness of input digital video data RGB for use with
the liquid crystal display device 10. The average brightness of
digital video data RGB for each frame unit is calculated and
the brightness of the backlight 16 is controlled in accordance
with the average brightness. As a brightness range of an image
signal increases, the liquid crystal display device 10 may
produce a clear image by use of the backlight control as
shown in FIG. 2.

The liquid crystal display device 10 depends solely on the
average brightness of the input digital video data RGB to
adjust the brightness of the backlight 16 and realize a clear
image. The liquid crystal display device 10 may not substan-
tially consider picture quality perception of a user in accor-
dance witha change of an external environment, and an image
property.

For instance, a user may perceive the contrast of an image
differently due to a change of the external illumination. When
the external illumination is low, although the backlight 16 is
less bright than the average brightness of input digital video
data RGB, a user may perceive that the contrast of the image
is high. On the contrary, when the external illumination is
high, the brightness of the backlight 16 should be brighter
than the average brightness of input digital video data RGB
and a user perceives the image as having a high contrast.
Accordingly, information on the average brightness of the
input digital video data RGB alone may not allow for an
accurate evaluation of an image contrast.

Additionally, a preference for a certain level of contrast
may be different depending upon the type of an image. For
instance, an image corresponding to sports such as tennis
normally may require a higher contrast than an image corre-
sponding to movies. However, a certain user may prefer to
watch the movies with higher contrast. Accordingly, there is
a need for a liquid crystal display device that overcomes
drawbacks of the related art.

SUMMARY

By way of example, in one embodiment, a method for
driving a liquid crystal display device having a backlight is
provided. A brightness component and color difference com-
ponents are calculated based on digital video data. A histo-
gram distribution of the digital video data is calculated and
analyzed using the brightness component. Brightness infor-
mation is calculated based on the histogram distribution. The
brightness information includes a minimum brightness, a
maximum brightness and an average brightness. Am adaptive
brightness control signal is generated based on backlight
driving data representative of the brightness information. The
backlight driving data includes a digital signal that controls a
driving power, a driving voltage and a driving current of the
backlight. A plurality of control voltages is generated using
the adaptive brightness control signal and one of the control
voltages is selectively output in response to an external
brightness control signal.

In other embodiment, input digital video data is analyzed
and an adaptive brightness control signal is generated based
on a brightness analysis of the input digital video data. An
external brightness control signal is received via a user inter-
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face. A plurality of brightness control voltages is generated
based on the adaptive brightness control signal. The plurality
of brightness control voltages represents different brightness
levels. One of the brightness control voltages is selected in
response to the external brightness control signal. The back-
light is controlled by the selected brightness control voltage.
In a further embodiment, a liquid crystal display device
includes a first processor, a second processor and an inverter.
The first processor is operable to receive input video data and
analyze brightness of the input video data. The first processor
generates an adaptive brightness control voltage. The second
processor is structured to generate a plurality of different
brightness voltages based on the adaptive brightness control
voltage. The different brightness voltages represent different
brightness levels. The second processor selectively outputs
one of the different brightness voltages in response to an
external brightness control. The inverter is coupled to the
second processor and a backlight, and the inverter drives the
backlight in response to the selected brightness voltage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects of the invention will be apparent
from the following detailed description of the embodiments
of the present invention with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a liquid crystal display
device of the related art;

FIG. 2 is an illustration of a backlight control method for
use with the liquid crystal display device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a liquid crystal display
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the detailed structure of
a first processor for use with the liquid crystal display device
of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the detailed structure of
a second processor for use with the liquid crystal display
device of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The preferred embodiments will be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 3 to FIG. 5. FIG. 3 is a block diagram
showing one embodiment of a liquid crystal display device
100. In FIG. 3, the liquid crystal display device 100 includes
a first processor 112, a timing controller 113, a gamma volt-
age supplying circuit 114, and a data driving circuit 115. The
liquid crystal display device 100 further includes a liquid
crystal display panel 116, a gate driving circuit 117, a back-
light 118, a DC-DC converter 119, and a second processor
122. The liquid crystal display panel 116 has mxn number of
liquid crystal cells Clc which are arranged in a matrix type.
There are m number of data lines D1 to Dm and n number of
gate lines G1 to Gn intersecting each other, and a thin film
transistor (hereinafter, referred to as “TFT”) formed at the
intersection.

InFIG. 3, the system 111 includes an electronic device that
uses the liquid crystal display device 100 for a display. The
system 111 provides digital video data of trichromatic, such
as, ‘Ri’, ‘G1’, and ‘Bi’ to the first processor 112. The system
111 includes a graphic processing circuit which converts
analog data into the digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi and, at the
same time adjusts a resolution and a color temperature of the
input digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi. The first processor 112
modulates the digital video data ‘Ri’, ‘Gi’, and ‘Bi’ and
outputs ‘Ro’, ‘Go’, and ‘Bo’ to the timing controller 113. The
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system 111 also provides timing signals to the first processor
112. The graphic processing circuit of the system 111 gener-
ates first vertical/horizontal synchronizing signals Vsyncl
and Hsyncl, a first clock signal DCLK1, and a first data
enable signal DE1. The first clock DCLK1 samples digital
video data, and the first data enable signal DE1 indicates a
period of the digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi, respectively.
The first processor 112 modulates the timing control signals,
Vsynl, Hsynl, DCLK1, and DE1 and generates additional
timing signals, ‘Vsyn2’, ‘Hsyn2’, ‘DCLK2’, and ‘DE2’.

The timing controller 113 supplies digital video data Ro,
Go, and Bo to the data driving circuit 115. The timing con-
troller generates control signals GDC and DDC that control
the gate driving circuit 117 and the data driving circuit 115
using timing control signals Vsync2, Hsync2, DCLK?2, and
DE2. The control signal GDC of the gate driving circuit 117
includes a gate start pulse GSP, a gate shift clock GSC, and a
gate output enable signal GOE, etc. The control signal DDC
of the data driving circuit 115 includes a source start pulse
SSP, a source shift clock SSC, a source output enable signal
SOE, and a polarity signal POL, etc.

The data driving circuit 115 includes a gamma voltage
supply circuit 114 which converts the digital video data Ro,
Go, and Bo into an analog gamma compensation voltage in
response to the control signal DDC. The data driving circuit
115 supplies the analog gamma compensation voltage to the
data lines D1 to Dm of the liquid crystal display panel 116 as
a data voltage. The gate driving circuit 117 generates a scan-
ning pulse of gate voltages VGH and VGL in response to the
control signal GDC and sequentially supplies the scanning
pulse to the gate lines G1 to Gn to select a horizontal line of
the liquid crystal display panel 116 to which a data signal is
supplied.

A power supply (not shown) of the system 111 supplies a
VCC voltage to the DC-DC converter 119, and supplies a DC
input voltage Vinv to the inverter 120. The DC-DC converter
119 generates driving voltages of the liquid crystal display
panel 116. The DC-DC converter 119 generates a VDD volt-
age, a VCOM voltage, a VGH voltage, and a VGL voltage
using a VCC voltage which is inputted from the power supply
ofthe system 111. The VCOM voltage is a voltage with which
a common electrode of the liquid crystal cell Cle is supplied.
The VGH voltage is a high logic voltage of a scanning pulse
which is set to a voltage level greater than the threshold
voltage of the TFT and is supplied to the gate driving circuit
117. The VGL voltage is a low logic voltage of a scanning
pulse which is set as an off voltage of TFT and is supplied to
the gate driving circuit 117. The gamma voltage supplying
circuit 114 described above divides the VDD voltage and a
VSS voltage which is set to the ground voltage GND and
generates the analog gamma compensation voltages corre-
sponding to each gray scale of the digital video data Ro, Go,
and Bo.

The first processor 112 generates an adaptive brightness
control signal Al-Vbr that can be used to modulate data and
control the brightness of the backlight 118. The second pro-
cessor 122 modifies the adaptive brightness control signal
Al-Vbr from the first processor 112 and an external brightness
control signal Ext-Vbr from a user interface 121 to control an
inverter 120. The inverter 120 drives the backlight 118 to
illuminate the liquid crystal display panel 116.

In generating the adaptive brightness control signal, the
first processor 112 calculates a histogram distribution from
input digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi of the system 111, and
then increases the histogram distribution and generates a
modulated brightness component YM to modulate the input
digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi in accordance with the
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modulated brightness component YM. The first processor
112 modulates timing signals Vsync1, Hsyncl, DCLK1, and
DEI1 from the system 111 to generate timing signals Vsyncl,
Hsyncl, DCLK1, and DE1 which are synchronized with the
modulated digital video data Ro, Go, and Bo. The first pro-
cessor 112 generates the adaptive brightness control signal
Al-Vbr on the basis of the analyzed result of the input digital
video data Ri, Gi, and Bi and supplies the adaptive brightness
control signal to the second processor 122.

The second processor 122 modifies the adaptive brightness
control signal Al-Vbr from the first processor 112. The sec-
ond processor receives an external brightness control signal
Ext-Vbr from the user interface 121 and generates a compos-
ite brightness control signal C-Vbr. The composite brightness
control signal C-Vbr controls a driving current, which is
supplied from the inverter 120 to the backlight 118. The
second processor 122 may be included in the system 111 or
the inverter 121. The inverter 121 controls a driving power, a
voltage, and a current of the backlight 118 in response to the
composite brightness control signal C-Vbr from the second
processor 122 to adjust brightness of the backlight 118. The
structure and operations of the first processor 112 and the
second processor 122 will be further described in detail below
in conjunction with FIGS. 4 and 5.

The user interface 121 receives the external brightness
control signal Ext-Vbr as a user input. The external brightness
control signal Ext-Vbr is decoded by a decoder (not shown) to
be converted into a signal that is capable of being processed at
the second processor 122. Once converted, the external
brightness control signal Ext-Vbr is supplied to the second
processor 122. The decoder may be located at a front part of
the second processor 122. The second processor 122 may
reside in the system 111. Alternatively, the second processor
122 may reside in the inverter 120. The userinterface 121 may
be realized with any available interface: however, limited
interfaces, i.e., an OSD (On Screen Display), a keyboard, a
mouse, and a remote control, may not be used as the user
interface 121.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the detailed structure of
the first processor 112 of FIG. 3. In FIG. 4, the first processor
112 includes an image signal modulator 130, a backlight
controller 140, and a timing control signal generator 160. The
image signal modulator 130 includes a brightness/color
divider 131, a delay part 132, a brightness/color mixer 133, a
histogram analyzer 134, a histogram modulator 135, a
memory 138, and a look-up table 139. The image signal
modulator 130 calculates a histogram distribution of the digi-
tal video data Ri, Gi, and Bi from the system 111, and then
increases the histogram distribution. The image signal modu-
lator 130 operates to modulate the digital video data Ri, Gi,
and Bi in accordance with the increased histogram distribu-
tion.

The brightness/color divider 131 receives the digital video
data Ri, Gi, and Bi and calculates a brightness component Y
and color difference components U and V. The histogram
analyzer 134 calculates and analyzes a histogram distribution
for each frame using the brightness component Y. A bright-
ness degree of an image is determined. The histogram ana-
lyzer 134 further calculates brightness information such as a
minimum value of the brightness, a maximum value of the
brightness, and an average brightness, etc based on the histo-
gram distribution. The histogram analyzer 134 supplies the
brightness information to the backlight controller 140 and the
histogram modulator 135. The histogram modulator 135
reads a brightness component data of the look-up table 139 in
accordance with the brightness information and generates a
modulated brightness component YM. Based on the modu-
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6

lated brightness component YM, the histogram distribution of
the digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi and a contrast of an image
may increase.

Due to the increase histogram distribution, low gray scale
of the digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi becomes lower and
high gray scale of the digital video data Ri, Gi, and Bi
becomes higher. The look-up table 139 includes the modu-
lated brightness component YM and a backlight driving data.
The modulated brightness component YM represents the
brightness information. The backlight driving data represents
the brightness information from the histogram analyzer 134.
The memory 138 reads the modulated brightness component
YM from the look-up table 139 upon request by the histogram
modulator 135 or the backlight controller 140 and supplies it
to the histogram modulator 135 or the backlight controller
140. The delay part 132 operates to delay processing of the
color difference components U and V such that processing of
the modulated brightness component YM and the color dif-
ference components U and V may be synchronized. The
brightness/color mixer 133 generates the digital video data
Ro, Go, and Bo that have the increased histogram distribu-
tion.

The backlight controller 140 reads the backlight driving
data of the look-up table 139 from the memory 138 in accor-
dance with the brightness information from the histogram
analyzer 134. The backlight controller 140 generates the
adaptive brightness control signal Al-Vbr. The adaptive
brightness control signal Al-Vbr is a digital data that controls
a driving power, a driving voltage, or a driving current of a
backlight. The adaptive brightness control signal has a differ-
ent duty ratio depending upon the brightness information.

The timing control signal generator 160 adjusts the timing
signals Vsyncl, Hsyncl, DCLK1, and DE1 based on the
digital video data Ro, Go, and Bo. The digital video data Ro,
Go, and Bo have the increased histogram distribution and the
timing signals Vsync2, Hsync2, DCLK2, and DE2 are syn-
chronized with the digital video data Ro, Go, and Bo. In other
embodiment, the timing control signal generator 160 may
reside in the timing controller 113.

FIG. 5 is ablock diagram showing the detailed structure of
the second processor 122. InFI1G. 5, the second processor 122
includes a digital-analog converter 222 (hereinafter, referred
to as “DAC”), a first brightness controller 224, a second
brightness controller 226, and a multiplexer 228 (hereinafter,
referred to as “MUX”). The DAC 222 digital-analog converts
the adaptive brightness control signal Al-Vbr from the first
processor 112 and supplies the converted signal to the first
brightness controller 224 and to the second brightness con-
troller 226.

The first brightness controller 224 reduces the adaptive-
analog brightness control voltage Analog Al-Vbr which is
supplied from the DAC 222 and supplies the voltage to the
MUX 228. The first brightness controller 224 includes a
resistor string which divides the adaptive-analog brightness
control voltage Analog Al-Vbr into a plurality of voltages. A
plurality of resistors is connected in series to one another. For
example, the first brightness controller 224 divides the adap-
tive-analog brightness control voltage Analog Al-Vbr using a
first to fifth resistors R1 to RS.

The first to fifth resistors R1 to RS generate a first to fifth
adaptive-analog brightness control voltages al to a4 which
have a value lower than the adaptive-analog brightness con-
trol voltage Analog Al-Vbr. The first adaptive-analog bright-
ness control voltage al is applied at a first node nl voltage, the
second adaptive-analog brightness control voltage a2 at a
second node n2 voltage, the third adaptive-analog brightness
control voltage a3 at third node n3 voltage, and the fourth
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adaptive-analog brightness control voltage ad ata fourth node
n4 voltage. Each value of the first to fifth resistances R1to RS
is changeable, respectively. For instance, the first adaptive-
analog brightness control voltage al may correspond to 90%
of the adaptive-analog brightness control voltage Analog Al-
Vbr by adjusting an adequate voltage value, the second adap-
tive-analog brightness control voltage a2 to 80%, the third
adaptive-analog brightness control voltage a3 to 70% and the
fourth adaptive-analog brightness control voltage a4 to 60%.
In this embodiment, the resistors are used to modify the
adaptive-analog brightness control voltage, but various other
elements are available.

The second brightness controller 226 increases the adap-
tive-analog brightness control voltage Analog Al-Vbr and
passes the modified brightness control voltage to the MUX
228. The second brightness controller 226 includes a plurality
of amplifiers which amplifies the adaptive-analog brightness
control voltage Analog Al-Vbr with a different amplification,
respectively. For example, the second brightness controller
226 amplifies the adaptive-analog brightness control voltage
Analog Al-Vbr using a first to fourth amplifiers Ampl to
Ampd. Each of the first to fourth amplifiers Ampl to Amp4
has a different amplification and the first to fourth amplifiers
Ampl to Amp4 generate fifth to eighth adaptive-analog
brightness control voltages a5 to a8 which have a value larger
than the adaptive-analog brightness control voltage Analog
Al-Vbr. The amplification of each of the first to fourth ampli-
fiers Amp1 to Amp4 is changeable, respectively. The fifth
adaptive-analog brightness control voltage a5 may increase to
110% of the adaptive-analog brightness control voltage Ana-
log Al-Vbr by adjusting an adequate voltage value, the sixth
adaptive-analog brightness control voltage a6 may increase to
120%, the seventh adaptive-analog brightness control voltage
a7 may increase to 130%, and the eighth adaptive-analog
brightness control voltage a8 may increase to 140%. In this
embodiment, amplifiers are used but various other structures
are available.

The MUX 228 selectively outputs one of the plurality of
the adaptive-analog brightness control signals which are sup-
plied from the first brightness controller 224 and the second
brightness controller 226 in response to an external bright-
ness control signal Ext-Vbr. The external brightness control
signal Ext-Vbr controls a switching operation of the MUX
228 to output one of the plurality of the adaptive-analog
brightness control signals. For example, the MUX 228 selects
one of the first to eighth adaptive-analog brightness control
voltages al to a8 in accordance with the decoded digital
external brightness control signal of 3 bits, and outputs it as
the composite brightness control signal C-Vbr. The user
changes the external brightness control signal Ext-Vbr to
output one of the first to fourth adaptive-analog brightness
control voltages al to a4. A clear image may be realized
without change of the contrast despite various user surround-
ings. For example, the clear image may be obtained without
the increased contrast despite a low external illumination.
Furthermore, the user can change the external brightness
control signal Ext-Vbr to output one of the fifth to eighth
adaptive-analog brightness control voltages a5 to a8 in the
case where the contrast should increase to produce a clear
image due to a high external illumination, or a high contrast as
needed.

The composite brightness control signal C-Vbr is an ana-
log signal, and is converted into a pulse width modulating
signal PWM by an analog/PWM converter (not shown)
within the inverter 120. The pulse width modulation signal
PWM may adjust a driving current which is applied to a lamp
of the backlight 118.
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As described above, the liquid crystal display and the driv-
ing method change the contrast in accordance with the exter-
nal brightness control signal by the user. Additionally, the
contrast may be determined further based on the average
brightness of input digital video data. Accordingly, power
consumption may be reduced, the contrast may iniprove, and
a preference of the user may be satisfied.

Although the present invention has been explained by the
embodiments shown in the drawings described above, it
should be understood to the ordinary skilled person in the art
that the invention is not limited to the embodiments, but rather
that various changes or modifications thereof are possible
without departing from the spirit of the invention. Accord-
ingly, the scope of the invention shall be determined only by
the appended claims and their equivalents.

We claim:

1. A method for driving a liquid crystal display device
having a backlight, comprising:

calculating a brightness component and color difference
components based on digital video data;

calculating and analyzing a histogram distribution of the
digital video data using the brightness component;

calculating brightness information based on the histogram
distribution, the brightness information including a
minimum brightness, a maximum brightness and an
average brightness;

generating a digital adaptive brightness control signal
based on backlight driving data representative of the
brightness information, the backlight driving data
including a digital signal that controls a driving power, a
driving voltage and a driving current of the backlight;

converting the digital adaptive brightness control signal
into a analog adaptive brightness control signal;

decreasing the analog adaptive brightness control signal to
generate a plurality of low brightness control voltages,
the low brightness control voltages being different from
one another;

increasing the analog adaptive brightness control signal to
generate a plurality of high brightness control voltages,
the high brightness control voltages being different from
one another; and

selectively outputting one of the low brightness control
voltages and the high brightness control voltages in
response to an external brightness control signal.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the low brightness
control voltages are smaller than the analog adaptive bright-
ness control signal.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the the high brightness
control voltages are larger than the analog adaptive brightness
control signal.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

driving the backlight according to the selected brightness
control voltage.

5. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a first processor operable to calculate a brightness compo-
nent and color difference components based on digital
video data, calculate and analyze histogram distribution
of the digital video data using the brightness component,
calculate brightness information based on the histogram
distribution, and generate a digital adaptive brightness
control signal based on backlight driving data represen-
tative of the brightness information, the backlight driv-
ing data including a digital signal that controls a driving
power, a driving voltage and a driving current of the
backlight

a second processor structured to convert the digital adap-
tive brightness control signal into a analog adaptive
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brightness control signal, decrease the analog adaptive
brightness control signal to generate a plurality of low
brightness control voltages, the low brightness control
voltages being different from one another, increase the
analog adaptive brightness control signal to generate a
plurality of high brightness control voltages, the high
brightness control voltages being different from one
another and selectively output one of the low brightness
control voltages and the high brightness control voltages
in response to an external brightness control signal; and

an inverter coupled to the second processor and a backlight,
the inverter driving the backlight according to the
selected brightness control voltage.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the external brightness
control signal is an user input provided to the second proces-
sor via a user interface.

7. The device of claim 5, wherein the second processor
comprises a plurality of resistors, the low brightness control
voltages being generated from a plurality of nodes between
the resistors.

8. The device of claim 7, wherein the low brightness con-
trol voltages are smaller than the analog adaptive brightness
control signal.
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9. The device of claim 5, wherein the second processor
comprises a plurality of amplifiers, the high brightness con-
trol voltages being generated from the amplifiers.

10. The device of claim 9, wherein the high brightness
control voltages are larger than the analog adaptive brightness
control signal.

11. The device of claim 5, wherein the brightness informa-
tion which includes at least one of a maximum brightness, a
minimum brightness, or an average brightness.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the first processor
further comprises a histogram modulator which generates a
modulated brightness component based on the brightness
information and the first processor generates output video
data which are modulated to have an increased histogram
distribution based on the modulated brightness component.

13. The device of claim 12, wherein the input video data of
a low gray scale is processed to the output video data of the
lower gray scale, and the input video data of a high gray scale
is processed to output the output video data of a higher gray
scale.

14. The device of claim 12, wherein the first processor
further generates a modified timing signal which is synchro-
nized according to the output video data having the increased
histogram distribution.
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