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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY AND
ELECTRONIC APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to liquid crystal displays and
more particularly to a transflective liquid crystal display.
More particularly, the present invention is directed to a
multi-gap-type liquid crystal display in which the thickness
of the liquid crystal layer in a transmissive display region
and the thickness of the liquid crystal layer in a reflective
display region are changed to achieve optimum thickness
inside each pixel.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Among various types of liquid crystal displays, transflec-
tive liquid crystal displays, which are capable of displaying
images in both a transmissive mode and a reflective mode,
are used in various situations.

FIGS. 9(A) and (B) and FIGS. 10(C) and (D) are, respec-
tively, a cross-sectional view of a conventional liquid crystal
display, a plan view schematically showing one of a plurality
of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in the liquid crystal
display, a cross-sectional view taken along line A—A', and a
cross-sectional view taken along line B-B'.

As shown in FIGS. 9(A) and (B) and FIGS. 10(C) and
(D), this transflective liquid crystal display includes a first
substrate 10, a second substrate 20, and a liquid crystal layer
5 of a twisted nematic (TN) type disposed between the first
substrate 10 and the second substrate 20. The first substrate
10 is provided with a first transparent electrode 11, and the
second substrate 20 is provided with a second transparent
electrode 21 on the face opposing the first transparent
electrode 11. On the first substrate 10, a light-reflecting layer
4 constituting a reflective display region 31 is formed inside
a pixel region 3 where the first transparent electrode 11
opposes the second transparent electrode 21. The remaining
region, in which no light-reflecting layer 4 is formed, is a
transmissive display region 32. A color filter 81 for reflective
display and a color filter 82 for transmissive display are
respectively formed in the reflective display region 31 and
the transmissive display region 32 on the light-reflecting
layer 4. The first transparent electrode 11 and an alignment
film 13 are also formed on the light-reflecting layer 4 with
an overcoat layer 12 therebetween. The second transparent
electrode 21 is formed on the second substrate 20, and an
alignment film 22 is formed on the second transparent
electrode 21. A polarizer 41 is disposed on the outer face of
the first substrate 10, and a polarizer 42 is disposed on the
outer face of the second substrate 20. A backlight unit 7
opposes the polarizer 41.

In the liquid crystal display having the above-described
structure, of light emitted from the backlight unit 7, light
entering the transmissive display region 32 enters the liquid
crystal layer 5 from the first-substrate 10 side, is modulated
in the liquid crystal layer 5, and is emitted from the second
substrate 20 as transmissive display light to display images
(transmissive mode), as shown by an arrow L1.

Of the external light entering from the second-substrate
20 side, light entering the reflective display region 31
reaches the light-reflecting layer 4 through the liquid crystal
layer 5, is reflected at the light-reflecting layer 4, and is
emitted from the second substrate 20 through the liquid
crystal layer 5 as reflective display light to display images
(reflective mode), as shown by an arrow L2.
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During the light modulation, when the twist angle of the
liquid crystal is small, the change in polarization state is
represented by a function of the refractive index difference
An and the thickness d of the liquid crystal layer 5 (retar-
dation An-d). Displays with high visibility can be achieved
by optimizing this value. However, in the transflective liquid
crystal display, the transmissive display light passes through
the liquid crystal layer 5 only once before emission, whereas
the reflective display light passes through the liquid crystal
layer 5 twice. Thus, it is difficult to optimize the retardation
An-d for both the transmissive display light and the reflective
display light. If the thickness d of the liquid crystal layer 5
is adjusted to improve the visibility in the reflective mode
display, the transmissive mode display is degraded. In
contrast, if the thickness d of the liquid crystal layer 5 is
adjusted to improve the visibility in the transmissive mode
display, the reflective mode display is degraded.

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
11-242226 teaches a structure in which the thickness d of the
liquid crystal layer in the reflective display region 31 is
adjusted to be smaller than the thickness d of the liquid
crystal layer 5 in the transmissive display region 32. Such a
structure is called “multi-gap type” structure. For example,
as shown in FIG. 11, a thickness-adjusting layer 6 having a
recess corresponding to the transmissive display region 32 is
formed under the first transparent electrode 11 and above
light-reflecting layer 4 to achieve this structure. In particular,
because the thickness d of the liquid crystal layer 5 in the
transmissive display region 32 is larger than that in the
reflective display region 31, by an amount equal to the
thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6, optimization of
An-d of both the transmissive display light and the reflective
display light is possible. In order to adjust the thickness d of
the liquid crystal layer 5 using the thickness-adjusting layer
6, the thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6 must be
sufficiently thick. Such a thick layer may be formed using a
photosensitive resin, for example.

The thickness-adjusting layer 6 composed of a photosen-
sitive resin is formed by photolithography. However, during
photolithography, a slope 60 is formed in the thickness-
adjusting layer 6 at the border between the reflective display
region 31 and the transmissive display region 32 due to the
limitation of exposure accuracy, side etching during devel-
opment, or the like. Since the thickness d of the liquid crystal
layer 5 gradually changes at the border between the reflec-
tive display region 31 and the transmissive display region
32, the retardation An-d also changes gradually at the border.
Although the initial orientation of the liquid crystal mol-
ecules in the liquid crystal layer 5 is regulated by the
alignment films 13 and 22 provided at the inner faces of the
first substrate 10 and the second substrate 20, respectively,
the force of the alignment film 13 that controls the orienta-
tion works in a diagonal direction at the slope 60. Thus, the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules becomes disor-
dered at this region. Even if no slopes are formed and a
stepped portion is provided which is perpendicular to the
substrate, the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules at
the border may still be disordered.

In a known liquid crystal display of, for example, a
normally-black type, the entire display area should appear
black if no electric field is applied. However, because light
leaks from the portion corresponding to the slope 60, the
contrast is degraded and display failure occurs.

Moreover, the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules
becomes disordered at the borders between adjacent pixel
regions due to the difference in polarity of the transparent
electrodes, thereby allowing light to leak from this region.
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Conventionally, a light-shielding layer composed of metal,
resin, or the like is provided in this region of the liquid
crystal display; however, a separate step for forming such a
light-shielding layer is necessary, thereby increasing manu-
facturing costs.

To overcome these problems, the present invention aims
to provide a multi-gap type liquid crystal display in which
the thickness of the liquid crystal layer in a transmissive
display region and the thickness of the liquid crystal layer in
a reflective display region are changed to achieve optimum
thicknesses inside each pixel region and an electronic appa-
ratus incorporating the liquid crystal display that can display
high quality images even when the retardation at the border
between the transmissive display region and the reflective
display region is inadequate or when the orientation of the
liquid crystal molecules at the border is disordered. More-
over, even when the orientation of the liquid crystal mol-
ecules is disordered at the border between the adjacent pixel
regions, high-quality images can be displayed at low costs
without requiring the formation of light-shielding layers of
metal, resin, or the like.

SUMMARY

To overcome these problems, the present invention pro-
vides a liquid crystal display including first substrates pro-
vided with first transparent electrodes, second substrates
provided with second transparent electrodes opposing the
first transparent electrodes, and liquid crystal layers held
between the first substrates and the second substrates;
wherein light reflecting layers, thickness adjusting layers,
and the first transparent electrodes are stacked on the first
substrates in that order. The light reflecting layers form
reflective display regions in part of the pixel regions where
the first transparent electrodes oppose the second transparent
electrodes, and the remainder of the pixel regions are
transmissive display regions. Thickness-adjusting layers for
adjusting the thickness of the liquid crystal layers at the
reflective display regions so that they are smaller than the
liquid crystal layers at the transmissive display regions are
also included. Color filters for reflective display are formed
in the reflective display regions and color filters for trans-
missive display are formed in the transmissive display
regions. The color filters for reflective display and the color
filters for transmissive display overlap at least at part of the
border regions between the reflective display regions and the
transmissive display regions and at least at part of border
regions between adjacent pixel regions.

In the present invention, a color filter for reflective display
and a color filter for transmissive display overlap at the
border regions between the reflective display region and the
transmissive display region and between the adjacent elec-
trodes. For example, red, green, and blue filters of the color
filter for transmissive display overlap with a blue filter of the
reflective color filter. Accordingly, the stacked color filters
can absorb light so as to function as a light-shielding layer
even when the thickness of the thickness adjusting layer is
gradually changed at the border region between the reflec-
tive display region and the transmissive display region and
the retardation An-d is gradually changed in this border
region or even when the orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules is disordered. Furthermore, the reflective display
light and the transmissive display light can be prevented
from leaking from the border region between the adjacent
pixel regions even when the orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules is disordered due to the difference in polarity of
the transparent electrodes. Moreover, the problem of light

20

25

40

45

60

65

4

leakage during black display can be avoided, and a step for
making a light-shielding layer of metal, resin, or the like
previously required to prevent the light leakage from the
border region between the adjacent pixel regions can be
omitted. Thus, a high-quality liquid crystal display can be
provided at low cost.

In this structure, the color filter for transmissive display in
the transmissive display region has a different property from
the color filter for reflective display in the reflective display
region. For example, the color filter for transmissive display
can have a color intensity higher than that of the color filter
for reflective display.

In such a case, the transmissive display light, which
passes through the color filter only once, can be colored as
intensely as the reflective display light that passes through
the color filter twice. Accordingly, the difference in the color
intensity between the transmissive display and the reflective
display is small, and high-quality color images can be
displayed.

In the present invention, the color filter for reflective
display and the color filter for transmissive display can be
formed at either one of the first substrate or the second
substrate.

In the present invention, the thickness-adjusting layer has
a slope in the border region between the reflective display
region and the transmissive display region.

In the present invention, the overlap of the color filter for
reflective display and the color filter for transmissive display
is arranged to overlap with the slope of the thickness-
adjusting layer and with the border region between the
adjacent pixel regions. The overlap is either in direct contact
with the slope of the thickness-adjusting layer or is distant
from the slope of the thickness-adjusting layer. Here, the
phrase “the overlap is in direct contact with the slope of the
thickness-adjusting layer” means that the overlap of the
color filters is disposed on the substrate provided with the
thickness-adjusting layer, and part of the overlap is embed-
ded in the thickness-adjusting layer. Also, the phrase “the
overlap is distant from the slope of the thickness-adjusting
layer” means that the overlap is formed on the substrate
which is not the substrate provided with the thickness-
adjusting layer, and the overlap does not come into direct
contact with the thickness-adjusting layer.

In this invention, the transmissive display region is
arranged, for example, at the center of the pixel region. Here,
the phrase “the center of the pixel region” means that the
edges of the transmissive region do not overlap with the
edges of the pixel region.

In this invention, the pixel region may be formed as a
rectangular region, and the transmissive display region may
be rectangular and may have at least one side overlapping at
least one side of the pixel region.

As the region where the color filter overlaps are formed
becomes large, the display tends to be dark since the amount
of light used for display decreases. However, by making the
sides of the transmissive region overlap with the sides of the
pixel region, the total length of the border region between
the transmissive display region and the reflective display
regions can be decreased. Thus, a decrease in the amount of
light contributing to display can be kept to a minimum.
Moreover, because the overlap between the color filter for
reflective display and the color filter for transmissive display
are formed in the border region between the adjacent pixel
regions and this border region around the transmissive
display region does not affect display, the quality of the
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display is not degraded even when the retardation and the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules are disordered at
this region.

Examples of this structure include a structure in which the
transmissive display region is arranged to overlap with one
side of the pixel region, a structure in which the transmissive
display region is arranged to overlap with two sides of the
pixel region, and a structure in which the transmissive
display region is arranged to overlap with three sides of the
pixel region. Any one of these structures can be suitably
employed.

The liquid crystal display of the present invention can be
used as the display unit of an electronic apparatus such as a
cellular phone or a mobile computer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1(A) and (B) are, respectively, a cross-sectional
view of a liquid crystal display of one embodiment of the
present invention and a plan view schematically showing an
arbitrary one or more of a plurality of pixel regions arranged
in a matrix in the liquid crystal display.

FIGS. 2(C) and (D) are, respectively, a cross-sectional
view taken along A-A' of the plan view in FIG. 1(B) and a
cross-sectional view taken along B-B' of the plan view in
FIG. 1(B).

FIGS. 3(A), (B), and (C) show a second embodiment of
the present invention and are, respectively, a plan view
schematically showing an arbitrary one or more of a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in a liquid crystal
display of this embodiment, a cross-sectional view thereof
taken along A—A', and a cross-sectional view thereof taken
along B-B'.

FIG. 4(A) is a cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display of a third embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 5(B), (C), and (D) are, respectively, a plan view
schematically showing an arbitrary one or more of a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in a liquid crystal
display of the third embodiment, a cross-sectional view
thereof taken along A—A', and a cross-sectional view thereof
taken along B-B'.

FIG. 6 is an example of an electronic apparatus incorpo-
rating the liquid crystal display of the present invention as
the display unit.

FIG. 7 is another example of an electronic apparatus
incorporating the liquid crystal display of the present inven-
tion as the display unit.

FIG. 8 is yet another example of an electronic apparatus
incorporating the liquid crystal display of the present inven-
tion as the display unit.

FIGS. 9(A) and (B) are, respectively, a cross-sectional
view of a conventional liquid crystal display and a plan view
schematically showing an arbitrary one or more of a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in the liquid
crystal display.

FIGS. 10(C) and (D) are, respectively, a cross-sectional
view taken along A—A' of the plan view in FIG. 9(B) and a
cross-sectional view taken along B-B' of the plan view (B).

FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of a conventional
multi-gap liquid crystal display.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments of the present invention will now be
described with reference to the drawings. In the drawings
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described below, layers and components are depicted in
different scales so that they can be readily recognized in the
drawings.

First Embodiment

FIGS. 1(A) and (B) and FIGS. 2(C) and (D) are, respec-
tively, a cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display
according to one embodiment of the present invention, a
plan view schematically showing an arbitrary one or more of
a plurality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in the liquid
crystal display, a cross-sectional view taken along line A-A',
and a cross-sectional view taken along line B-B'. Since the
basic structure of the liquid crystal display of this embodi-
ment is the same as that shown in FIG. 11, the components
having the same functions are represented by the same
reference numerals.

The pixel region shown in FIG. 1(B), and FIGS. 2(C) and
(D) is a partial illustration showing the portion common to
active matrix liquid crystal displays employing thin film
diodes (TFDs) and thin film transistors (TFTs) as the pixel
switching elements. The liquid crystal display shown in the
drawings includes a transparent first substrate 10 which is
composed of quartz or glass, for example, and provided with
a first transparent electrode 11 composed of indium tin oxide
(ITO) or the like, a transparent second substrate 20, which
is composed of quartz or glass, for example, and provided
with a second transparent electrode 21 composed of ITO or
the like on the face opposing the first transparent electrode
11, and a liquid crystal layer 5 including a twisted nematic
(TN) type liquid crystal held between the first substrate 10
and the second substrate 20. The region sandwiched by the
first transparent electrode 11 and the second transparent
electrode 21 is a pixel region 3. which directly contributes
to display.

A light-reflecting layer 4, which is composed of alumi-
num or a silver alloy and has a rectangular shape, 1s formed
in the rectangular pixel region 3 at which the first transparent
electrode 11 opposes the second transparent electrode 21.
The light-reflecting layer 4 constitutes a reflective display
region 31. A rectangular opening 40 is formed at the center
of the light-reflecting layer 4. With such a structure, the
portion of the pixel region 3 provided with the light-
reflecting layer 4 constitutes the reflective display region 31,
however, the portion inside the rectangular opening 40 is an
island-like rectangular transmissive display region 32 where
no light-reflecting layer 4 is formed.

A polarizer 41 is formed on the outer face of the first
substrate 10 and a polarizer 42 is formed on the outer face
of the second substrate 20. A backlight unit 7 opposes the
polarizer 41.

In the liquid crystal display having the above-described
structure, of light emitted from the backlight unit 7, light
entering the transmissive display region 32 enters the liquid
crystal layer 5 from the first-substrate 10 side, is modulated
in the liquid crystal layer 5, and is emitted from the
second-substrate 20 side as transmissive display light to
display images (transmissive mode), as shown by an arrow

Of the external light entering from the second-substrate
20 side, light entering the reflective display region 31
reaches the light-reflecting layer 4 via the liquid crystal layer
5, is reflected at the light-reflecting layer 4, and is emitted
from the second-substrate 20 side via the liquid crystal layer
5 as the reflective display light to display images (reflective
mode), as shown by an arrow L2.

Since a color filter 81 for reflective display and a color
filter 82 for transmissive display are respectively formed
within the reflective display region 31 and the transmissive
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display region 32 on the first substrate 10, color images can
be displayed. The color intensity of the color filter 82 for the
transmissive display is higher than that of the color filter 81
for the reflective display. For example, larger amounts of
pigments are used in the color filter 82 for transmissive
display.

In this transflective liquid crystal display, whereas the
transmissive display light passes through the liquid crystal
layer 5 only once before emission, the reflective display light
passes through the liquid crystal layer 5 twice. Accordingly,
a thickness-adjusting layer 6, which is composed of photo-
sensitive resin such as acrylic resin and has a recess corre-
sponding to the transmissive display region 32 inside the
opening 40, is formed over the first substrate 10. Accord-
ingly, the thickness d of the liquid crystal layer 5 at the
transmissive display region 32 is larger than that in the
reflective display region 31 by an amount equal to the
thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6. Thus, the retar-
dations An-d of both the transmissive display light and the
reflective display light can be optimized.

The thickness-adjusting layer 6 may be formed by pho-
tolithography, for example. During a photolithographic pro-
cess, a slope 60 is formed at the border between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 due to the exposure accuracy limitations, side
etching during development, or the like. Since the thickness
d of the liquid crystal layer 5 gradually changes at the border
between the reflective display region 31 and the transmissive
display region 32, the retardation An-d also changes gradu-
ally. Although the initial orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules in the liquid crystal layer 5 is regulated by
alignment films 13 and 22 provided at the inner faces of the
first substrate 10 and the second substrate 20, respectively,
the force of the alignment film 13 that controls the orienta-
tion works in a diagonal direction at the slopes 60. Thus, the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules becomes disor-
dered at this region.

Moreover, the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules
is also disordered at the border between adjacent pixel
regions due to the difference in polarity of the transparent
electrodes.

The instability at the border regions may degrade the
display quality. However, in this embodiment, color filter
overlaps 8 are formed in the border region between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 and in the border regions between the adjacent
pixel regions. The color filter overlap 8 is formed by
stacking the color filter 81 for reflective display and the color
filter 82 for transmissive display. For example, the color
filter overlap 8 is formed by stacking a red (R) filter, a green
(G) filter, and a blue (B) filter of the color filter 8§2 for
transmissive display, and a blue (B) filter of the color filter
81 for reflective display. In this embodiment, a color filter
overlap 8 having the shape of a rectangular frame is formed
at the inner peripheral region of the light-reflecting layer 4
separating the reflective display region 31 from the trans-
missive display region 32, and another color filter overlap 8
is formed along the edges of the pixel region 3.

As described above, in this embodiment, the color filter
overlaps 8 are formed in the border region between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 and in the border region between the adjacent
pixel regions. Accordingly, leakage of the reflective display
light and the transmissive display light from the border
region between the reflective display region 31 and the
transmissive display region 32 can be prevented even when
the retardation An-d is gradually changed due to the gradual
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changes in the thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6 or
even when the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules are
disordered. Moreover, leakage of the reflective display light
and the transmissive display light from the border regions
between the adjacent pixel regions can be prevented even
when the liquid crystal molecules have a disordered orien-
tation due to the difference in polarity between the trans-
parent electrodes. Thus, the problem of light leakage during
black display can be avoided, and high-quality images can
be displayed with high contrast.

Conventionally, light leakage from the border regions
between the adjacent pixel regions has been prevented by
forming light shielding layers composed of metal, resin, or
the like. However, in this embodiment, light shielding layers
of metal, resin, or the like are not necessary. Since the step
of forming the light shielding layer can be omitted, a liquid
crystal display can be manufactured at low costs.

Moreover, because the color intensity of the color filter 82
for the transmissive display is higher than that of the color
filter 81 for reflective display, the transmissive display light,
which passes through the color filter only once, can be
colored as intensely as the reflective display light that passes
through the color filter twice. Accordingly, high-quality
color images can be displayed.

Note that in this embodiment, four layers, namely, the red
filter, the green filter, and the blue filter of the color filter 82
for transmissive display and the blue filter of the color filter
81 for reflective display, are stacked to form the color filter
overlap 8 and to obtain sufficient light shielding effects.
However, the number and the types of the color filters to be
stacked are not limited to these.

In making a liquid crystal display having this structure,
the first substrate 10 is prepared as follows.

First, a first substrate 10 composed of quartz or glass, for
example, is prepared. A reflective metal layer composed of
aluminum, a silver alloy, or the like is formed on the entire
face of the first substrate 10. Subsequently, the metallic layer
is patterned by a photolithographic process to form the
light-reflecting layer 4.

Next, the color filter 81 for reflective display and the color
filter 82 for transmissive display are formed in predeter-
mined regions by a flexographic printing method, a photo-
lithographic method, or an inkjet method. During the pro-
cess, a mask 1is used to prepare the color filter overlaps 8.

Next, a photosensitive resin is applied on the entire face
of the first substrate 10 by a spin-coating method and is
exposed and developed to form the thickness-adjusting layer
6.

Next, a transparent conductive layer such as an ITO layer
is formed on the entire face of the first substrate 10. The
transparent conductive layer is patterned to form the first
transparent electrode 1.

Next, a polyimide resin is applied to the entire face of the
first substrate 10 by a spin-coating method. The applied
polyimide resin is baked and subjected to orientation treat-
ment, such as rubbing, to make the alignment film 13.

The first substrate 10 is then bonded to the second
substrate 20 with a predetermined gap therebetween. Liquid
crystal is fed into the gap between the substrate to form the
liquid crystal layer 5.

In this liquid crystal display, the first substrate 10 may be
provided with nonlinear devices for pixel switching such as
TFDs and TFTs. Thus, each of the above-described layers
can be formed as part of the process for making the TFDs
and the TFTs.
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Second Embodiment

FIGS. 3(A), (B), and (C) are, respectively, a plan view
schematically showing an arbitrary one or more of a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix in a liquid crystal
display of a second embodiment, a cross-sectional view
taken along line A-A', and a cross-sectional view taken
along line B-B'. The structure of this embodiment is basi-
cally identical to that of the first embodiment. Thus, the
components having the same functions are represented by
the same reference numerals and explanations thereof are
omitted. The method for making the liquid crystal display is
also the same as that in the first embodiment, and the
explanations thereof are omitted. The cross-section of the
liquid crystal display of this embodiment is substantially the
same as that of the first embodiment shown in FIG. 1(A) and
reference should be made thereto for complete understand-
ing of the following description.

As in the first embodiment, the portion of the pixel region
common to active matrix liquid crystal displays using TFDs
and TFTs as the nonlinear devices for pixel switching is
selectively shown in FIGS. 3(A), (B), and (C). The liquid
crystal display shown in these drawings also has a first
substrate 10 provided with a first transparent electrode 11, a
second substrate 20 provided with a second transparent
electrode 21 on the face opposing the first transparent
electrode 11, and a liquid crystal layer 5 including a twisted
nematic (TN) type liquid crystal disposed between the first
transparent electrode 11 and the second transparent electrode
21. The region where the first transparent electrode 11
opposes the second transparent electrode 21 is defined as a
pixel region 3, which directly contributes to display.

A light-reflecting layer 4, which is composed of alumi-
num or a silver alloy and has a rectangular shape, is formed
on the first substrate 10 in the rectangular pixel region 3
where the first transparent electrode 11 opposes the second
transparent electrode 21. The light-reflecting layer 4 consti-
tutes a reflective display region 31. A rectangular opening 40
is formed in the light-reflecting layer 4 at one side of the
light-reflecting layer 4. Thus, the portion of the pixel region
3 provided with the light-reflecting layer 4 constitutes the
reflective display region 31, whereas the portion inside the
rectangular opening 40 is a rectangular transmissive display
region 32 where no light-reflecting layer 4 is formed. Here,
one side of the transmissive display region 32 overlaps one
side of the pixel region 3.

A polarizer 41 is formed on the outer face of the first
substrate 10 and a polarizer 42 is formed on the outer face
of the second substrate 20. A backlight unit 7 opposes the
polarizer 41. A color filter 81 for reflective display and a
color filter 82 for transmissive display are respectively
formed within the reflective display region 31 and the
transmissive display region 32 at the first substrate 10 so as
to display color images.

In this embodiment also, a thickness-adjusting layer 6
composed of a photosensitive resin is formed below the first
transparent electrode 11 and above the light-reflecting layer
4 on the first substrate 10. The thickness-adjusting layer 6
has a recess in the region corresponding to the transmissive
display region 32 inside the opening 40. Thus, the thickness
of the liquid crystal layer 5 at the transmissive display region
32 is larger than the thickness of the liquid crystal layer 5 at
the reflective display region 31 by an amount equal to the
thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6. As a result, the
retardations An-d of both the transmissive display light and
the reflective display light are optimized.

At the border region between the reflective display region
31 and the transmissive display region 32, a slope 60 is
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formed in the thickness-adjusting layer 6. In this embodi-
ment, color filter overlaps 8 are formed at the border region
between the reflective display region 31 and the transmissive
display region 32 and at the peripheral regions of the pixel
region 3. In other words, the color filter overlap 8 formed at
the border region between the reflective display region 31
and the transmissive display region 32 has a U-shape in a
plan view (which is illustrated upside down in FIG. 3(A)).

In this embodiment, as in the first embodiment, the color
filter overlaps 8 are formed at the border regions between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 and the border regions between adjacent pixel
regions. Thus, the problem of leakage of light from the
border regions between the reflective display region 31 and
the transmissive display region 32 and between the adjacent
pixel regions during black display can be avoided. That is,
this embodiment has the same advantages as the first
embodiment.

As the region where the color filter overlaps 8 are formed
becomes large, the display tends to be dark since the amount
of light used for display decreases. In this embodiment, the
color filter overlap 8 at the border region between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 has a U-shape in a plan view, and no color filter
overlap 8 is formed at one side of the transmissive display
region 32. Since the total length of the color filter overlaps
8 is short, a decrease in the amount of light used for display
can be kept to a minimum. Note that the color filter overlap
8 is also formed in the border region between adjacent pixel
regions. The periphery of the transmissive display region 32
that overlaps with the border region between the adjacent
pixel regions and that is covered with the color filter overlap
8 do not affect the display. Thus, the quality of the display
does not decrease even when the retardation is not adjusted
in this region or when the orientation of the liquid crystal
becomes disordered in this region.

Alternatively, a structure in which two sides of the trans-
missive display region ovetlap the sides of the pixel region
or a structure in which three sides of the transmissive display
region overlap the sides of the pixel region can be employed.

Third Embodiment

FIGS. 4(A), FIG. 5(B), (C), and (D) are, respectively, a
cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display according to
a third embodiment, a plan view schematically showing an
arbitrary one or more of a plurality of pixel regions arranged
in a matrix in the liquid crystal display, a cross-sectional
view taken along line A—A', and a cross-sectional view taken
along line B-B'. Since the basic structure of the liquid
crystal display of this embodiment is the same as that of the
first embodiment, the components having the same functions
are represented by the same reference numerals and the
description thereof are omitted. The method for making the
liquid crystal display is also the same as in the first embodi-
ment, and the description thereof is omitted.

The pixel region shown in FIG. 5(B), FIG. 2(C) and (D)
is a partial view illustrating the portion common to the active
matrix liquid crystal displays employing TFDs and TFTs as
the nonlinear devices for pixel switching. The liquid crystal
display shown in these drawings also has a first substrate 10
provided with a first transparent electrode 11, a second
substrate 20 provided with a second transparent electrode 21
opposing the first transparent electrode 11, and a liquid
crystal layer 5 including a twisted nematic (TN) type liquid
crystal disposed between the first transparent electrode 11
and the second transparent electrode 21. The region where
the first transparent electrode 11 opposes the second trans-
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parent electrode 21 is defined as a pixel region 3, which
directly contributes to display.

A light-reflecting layer 4, which is composed of alumi-
num or a silver alloy and has a rectangular shape, is formed
in the rectangular pixel region 3 at which the first transparent
electrode 11 opposes the second transparent electrode 21.
The light-reflecting layer 4 constitutes a reflective display
region 31. A rectangular opening 40 is formed at the center
of the light-reflecting layer 4. With such a structure, the
portion of the pixel region 3 provided with the light-
reflecting layer 4 constitutes the reflective display region 31,
however, the portion inside the opening 40 is an island-like
rectangular transmissive display region 32 where no light-
reflecting layer 4 is formed.

A polarizer 41 is formed on the outer face of the first
substrate 10 and a polarizer 42 is formed on the outer face
of the second substrate 20. A backlight unit 7 opposes the
polarizer 41.

In this embodiment, since a color filter 81 for reflective
display and a color filter 82 for transmissive display are
respectively formed within the reflective display region 31
and the transmissive display region 32 on the first substrate
10, color images can be displayed.

In this embodiment also, a thickness-adjusting layer 6
composed of a photosensitive resin is formed below the first
transparent electrode 11 and above the light-reflecting layer
4 on the first substrate 10. The thickness-adjusting layer 6
has a recess in the region corresponding to the transmissive
display region 32 inside the opening 40. Thus, the thickness
of the liquid crystal layer 5 at the transmissive display region
32 is larger than of the thickness of the liquid crystal layer
5 at the reflective display region 31 by an amount equal to
the thickness of the thickness-adjusting layer 6. As a result,
the retardations An-d of both the transmissive display light
and the reflective display light are optimized.

At the border between the reflective display region 31 and
the transmissive display region 32, slopes 60 are formed in
the thickness-adjusting layer 6. In this embodiment, color
filter overlaps 8 are formed in the border region between the
reflective display region 31 and the transmissive display
region 32 and on the portion of the second substrate 20
opposing the peripheral regions of the pixel region 3.

In this embodiment, the color filter overlaps 8 are formed
over the border region between the reflective display region
31 and the transmissive display region 32 and on the portion
of the second substrate 20 opposing the border region
between adjacent pixel regions. Thus, the problem of leak-
age of light from the border regions between the reflective
display region 31 and the transmissive display region 32 and
between the adjacent pixel regions during black display can
be avoided. That is, this embodiment has the same advan-
tages as the first and second embodiments.

The scope of the present invention is not limited by the
above-described embodiments. Various modifications are
possible without departing from the spirit of the present
invention. For example, although active matrix liquid crystal
displays using TFDs and TFTs as switching elements are
used as the examples in the first to third embodiments, the
present invention can be applied to passive matrix liquid
crystal displays. Although the color filter overlaps are
formed in all of the border regions between the reflective
display region and the transmissive display region and
between the adjacent pixel regions to completely prevent
light leakage, a certain degree of benefits can be obtained by
forming the color filter overlaps in only part of the border
regions.
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Application of Liquid Crystal Display to Electronic Appa-
ratus

Liquid crystal displays having the above features can be
used as display units of various electronic apparatuses. An
example of such applications will now be described with
reference to FIGS. 6, 7, and 8.

FIG. 6 is a perspective diagram showing an example of a
cellular phone. In FIG. 6, reference numeral 1000 denotes a
cellular phone main unit, and reference numeral 1001
denotes a liquid crystal display unit incorporating the liquid
crystal display described above.

FIG. 7 is a perspective diagram showing an example of a
wristwatch-type electronic apparatus. In FIG. 7, reference
numeral 1100 denotes a watch main unit, and reference
numeral, 1101 denotes a liquid crystal display unit incorpo-
rating the liquid crystal display described above.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing an example of a
portable information processing apparatus such as a word
processor or a personal computer. In FIG. 8, reference
numeral 1200 denotes an information processing device,
reference numeral 1202 denotes an input unit such as
keyboard, reference numeral 1204 denotes an information
processing device main unit, and reference numeral 1206
denotes a liquid crystal display unit incorporating the above-
described liquid crystal display.

Since the electronic apparatuses shown in FIGS. 6 to 8
include liquid crystal display units incorporating the liquid
crystal display according to the above-described embodi-
ments, electronic apparatuses including liquid crystal dis-
play units having high visibility in various operating envi-
ronment can be achieved.

Advantages

As described above, in the liquid crystal display of the
present invention the color filters for the transmissive dis-
play and the color filters for the reflective display are stacked
at the border regions between the reflective display regions
and the transmissive display regions and between the adja-
cent pixel regions. Thus, even when the thickness of the
thickness-adjusting layer is gradually changed and the retar-
dation An-d gradually is gradually changed in the border
regions between the reflective display regions and the trans-
missive display regions or even when the orientation of the
liquid crystal molecules is disordered, leaking of the reflec-
tive display light or the transmissive display light from these
regions can be prevented. Thus, the problem of light leakage
during black display can be avoided, and high quality
images with high contrast can be displayed. Moreover, since
the liquid crystal display requires no light shielding layer
composed of metal, resin, or the like, which has conven-
tionally been formed to prevent light leakage at the border
region between the adjacent pixel regions, the number of
steps can be decreased, and liquid crystal displays can be
manufactured at low costs.

The entire disclosure of Japanese Patent Application No.
2002-085930 filed Mar. 26, 2002 is incorporated by refer-
ence.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate;

a liquid crystal layer between the first substrate and the

second substrate;

a light reflecting layer forming reflective display regions
in part of pixel regions, the remainder of the pixel
regions being transmissive display regions;

a thickness-adjusting layer causing the thickness of the
liquid crystal layer at the reflective display regions to
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be smaller than the thickness of the liquid crystal layer
at the transmissive display regions;

color filters for reflective display formed in the reflective

display regions; and

color filters for transmissive display formed in the trans-

missive display regions;

wherein the color filters for reflective display and the

color filters for transmissive display overlap at least at
part of border regions between the reflective display
regions and the transmissive display regions and at
least at part of border regions between adjacent pixel
regions.

2. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the color filters for transmissive display have higher color
intensity than the color filters for reflective display.

3. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the color filters for reflective display and the color filters for
transmissive display are formed at the first substrate side
relative to the liquid crystal layer.

4. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the color filters for reflective display and the color filters for
transmissive display are formed at the second substrate side
relative to the liquid crystal layer.

5. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the thickness-adjusting layer is formed over the reflective
display regions and the transmissive display regions and has
slopes at the borders between the reflective display regions
and the transmissive display regions.

6. The liquid crystal display according to claim 5, wherein
the overlaps of the color filters for reflective display and the
color filters for transmissive display are arranged to align
with the slopes of the thickness-adjusting layer.

7. The liquid crystal display according to claim 6, wherein
the overlaps of the color filters for reflective display and the
color filters for transmissive display are arranged to align
with the border regions between the adjacent pixel regions.

8. The liquid crystal display according to claim 7, wherein
each transmissive display region is formed at the center of
the corresponding pixel region.
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9. The liquid crystal display according to claim 7, wherein
each pixel region is a rectangular region, and each trans-
missive display region has a shape of rectangle at least one
side of which overlaps with at least one side of the pixel
region.

10. A liquid crystal display comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate opposite the first substrate;

a liquid crystal disposed between the first substrate and

the second substrate;

a thickness adjusting layer disposed between the liquid
crystal layer and the first substrate, the thickness adjust-
ing layer causing a thickness of the liquid crystal layer
to be larger at transmissive display regions of the
display than at reflective display regions of the display;

first color filters disposed in the transmissive display
regions; and

second color filters disposed in the reflective display
regions, the first color filters overlapping the second
color filters at least at a border between the transmis-
sive display regions and the reflective display regions.

11. The liquid crystal display of claim 10 wherein the first
color filters overlap the second color filters at least at a
border between adjacent pixel regions of the display.

12. The liquid crystal display according to claim 10,
wherein the first color filters and second color filters are
formed on the first substrate side of the liquid crystal layer.

13. The liquid crystal display according to claim 10,
wherein the first color filters and second color filters are
formed on the second substrate side of the liquid crystal
layer.

14. The liquid crystal display according to claim 10,
wherein the thickness-adjusting layer includes slopes
aligned with the borders between the reflective display
regions and the transmissive display regions, and the over-
laps of the first color filters and the second color filters align
with the slopes of the thickness-adjusting layer.
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