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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE
HAVING LIQUID CRYSTAL DOMAINS WITH
RADIALLY-INCLINED ORIENTATION

This application is a Divisional of application Ser. No.
10/119,681 filed Apr. 11, 2002 now U.S. Pat. No. 6,788,375,
the entire content of which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference in this application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
device, and more particularly, it relates to a liquid crystal
display device having a wide viewing angle characteristic
and high display quality.

Recently, a thin and light liquid crystal display device is
used as a display device for a display of a personal computer
or adisplay unit of portable information terminal equipment.
Conventional twist nematic (TN) or super twist nematic
(STN) liquid crystal display devices have, however, a dis-
advantage of a narrow viewing angle, and a variety of
techniques have been developed for overcoming this disad-
vantage.

A typical technique to improve the viewing angle char-
acteristic of a TN or STN liquid crystal display device is a
method of additionally providing an optical compensator.
Another technique is a lateral field method of applying,
through a liquid crystal layer, an electric field in a lateral
direction to the substrate surface. Liquid crystal display
devices of the lateral field method are recently mass-pro-
duced and regarded as promising devices. A still another
technique is DAP (deformation of vertical aligned phase) in
which a nematic liquid crystal material with negative dielec-
tric anisotropy is used as a liquid crystal material and a
vertical alignment film is used as an alignment film. The
DAP is a kind of an electrically control birefringence (ECB)
method, in which the transmittance is controlled by utilizing
the birefringent property of the liquid crystal molecules.

Although the lateral field method is one of the effective
methods for attaining a wide viewing angle, the production
margin is very small in the production process as compared
with that of a general TN liquid crystal display device, and
hence, there is a difficulty in stable production of this type
of liquid crystal display devices. This is because gap irregu-
larity between substrates and shift of the transmission axis of
a polarizing plate (polarization axis) from the orientation
axis of a liquid crystal molecule largely affect the luminance
and the contrast ratio of display. In order to stably produce
the liquid crystal display devices of the lateral field method
by highly precisely controlling these factors, the technique
should be further highly developed.

Furthermore, in order to produce an even display free
from display unevenness by a liquid crystal display device
of the DAP method, it is necessary to control orientation. For
controlling the orientation, an alignment treatment is carried
out by rubbing the surface of an alignment film. When the
surface of a vertical alignment film is subjected to a rubbing
treatment, however, rubbing streaks are easily caused in a
displayed image. Therefore, this treatment is not suitable to
mass-production.

On the other hand, for controlling the orientation without
the rubbing treatment, a method for controlling the orienta-
tion directions of liquid crystal molecules by an inclined
electric field generated by forming a slit (opening) in an
electrode has been proposed (as described in, for example,
Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 6-301036 and
2000-47217). However, the present inventors have found the
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following as a result of examination: The orientation state of
a portion of a liquid crystal layer corresponding to the
opening of the electrode is not specified in the methods
disclosed in these publications, and the continuity of the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules is not sufficient.
Therefore, it is difficult to obtain a stable orientation state
over an entire picture element, and hence, a displayed image
becomes disadvantageously uneven.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention was devised to overcome the afore-
mentioned disadvantages, and an object of the invention is
providing a liquid crystal display device having a wide
viewing angle characteristic and high display quality.

The liquid crystal display device of this invention
includes a first substrate; a second substrate; a liquid crystal
layer disposed between the first substrate and the second
substrate; and a plurality of picture element regions each
defined by a first electrode provided on a surface of the first
substrate facing the liquid crystal layer and a second elec-
trode provided on a surface of the second substrate facing
the liquid crystal layer, and the first substrate has, on the
surface thereof facing the liquid crystal layer, at least one
first protrusion with an inclined side face correspondingly to
each of the plurality of picture element regions, and a
portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of the
plurality of picture element regions is in a substantially
vertical orientation state under application of no voltage, and
includes at least a part of a first liquid crystal domain placed
in a radially-inclined orientation state about the at least one
first protrusion under voltage application, for producing a
display by changing an orientation state of the liquid crystal
layer in accordance with an applied voltage. Thus, the
aforementioned object can be achieved.

The at least one first protrusion may be formed within
each of the plurality of picture element regions.

The at least one first protrusion may be plural in number,
and the portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of
the plurality of picture element regions may include a
plurality of first liquid crystal domains all placed in the
radially-inclined orientation state under voltage application.

The first electrode may include at least one first opening,
and the at least one first protrusion may be formed within the
at least one first opening.

Preferably, the second substrate has, on the surface
thereof facing the liquid crystal layer, at least one second
protrusion with an inclined side face correspondingly to
each of the plurality of picture element regions, and the
portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of the
plurality of picture element regions includes, under voltage
application, at least a part of a second liquid crystal domain
placed in a radially-inclined orientation state about the at
least one second protrusion, so that inclination directions of
liquid crystal molecules in the first liquid crystal domain can
be continuous with inclination directions of liquid crystal
molecules in the second liquid crystal domain.

The second electrode may have at least one second
opening, the portion of the liquid crystal layer included in
each of the plurality of picture element regions may include,
under voltage application, a second liquid crystal domain
placed in a radially-inclined orientation state about the at
least one second opening, so that inclination directions of
liquid crystal molecules in the first liquid crystal domain can
be continuous with inclination directions of liquid crystal
molecules in the second liquid crystal domain.
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The second electrode may have at least one second
opening, and the at least one second protrusion may be
formed within the at least one second opening.

The at least one second protrusion may include a plurality
of second protrusions formed out of each of the plurality of
picture element regions.

A cross-section, taken along a surface of the first sub-
strate, of the at least one first protrusion is preferably in a
shape having rotational symmetry.

Alternatively, the cross-section, taken along the surface of
the first substrate, of the at least one first protrusion may be
in a substantially circular shape.

Alternatively, the cross-section, taken along the surface of
the first substrate, of the at least one first protrusion may be
in a substantially cross shape consisting of crossing lines
extending along a first direction and a second direction
crossing each other at substantially right angles.

The liquid crystal display device may further include a
pair of polarizing plates respectively provided on outer
surfaces of the first substrate and the second substrate, so
that the pair of polarizing plates may be disposed in such a
manner that a polarization axis of one of the pair of
polarizing plates is parallel to the first direction and a
polarization axis of the other of the pair of polarizing plates
is parallel to the second direction.

A shape of the at least one first opening seen from a
normal direction of the first substrate preferably has rota-
tional symmetry.

A cross-section, taken along a surface of the second
substrate, of the at least one second protrusion is preferably
in a shape having rotational symmetry.

A shape of the at least one second opening seen from a
normal direction of the second substrate preferably has
rotational symmetry.

Preferably, the at least one first protrusion is plural in
number, and at least some of the plural first protrusions are
arranged so as to have rotational symmetry.

Preferably, the at least one first opening is plural in
number, and at least some of the plural first openings are
arranged so as to have rotational symmetry.

Preferably, the at least one second protrusion is plural in
number, and at least some of the plural second protrusions
are arranged so as to have rotational symmetry.

Preferably, the at least one second opening is plural in
number, and at least some of the plural second openings are
arranged so as to have rotational symmetry.

The inclined side face of the first protrusion and/or the
second protrusion is inclined at an angle of preferably 5
degrees through 85 degrees and more preferably 50 degrees
or less against the surface of the first substrate and/or the
surface of the second substrate.

Each of the plurality of picture element regions may have
a plurality of portions having different thicknesses of the
liquid crystal layer, at least one of the first substrate and the
second substrate may have level differences between the
plurality of portions, and the level differences may be
covered with the first electrode or the second electrode. In
this case, at least some of the at least one first protrusion is
preferably surrounded with the level differences.

This structure is effectively employed particularly in a
liquid crystal display device in which the first electrode
includes a transparent electrode and a reflecting electrode,
each of the plurality of picture element regions includes a
transmission region for producing a display in a transmis-
sion mode and a reflection region for producing a display in
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a reflection mode, and the liquid crystal layer has a larger
thickness in the transmission region than in the reflection
region.

The first substrate may further include an active element
provided correspondingly to each of the plurality of picture
element regions, the first electrode may correspond to pic-
ture element electrodes respectively provided in the plurality
of picture element regions to be switched by the active
element, and the second electrode may correspond to at least
one counter electrode opposing the picture element elec-
trodes. The counter electrode is typically formed as a single
electrode extending over an entire display region.

The second substrate may further include an active ele-
ment provided correspondingly to each of the plurality of
picture element regions, the second electrode may corre-
spond to picture element electrodes respectively provided in
the plurality of picture element regions to be switched by the
active element, and the first electrode may correspond to at
least one counter electrode opposing the picture element
electrodes.

The functions of the invention are as follows:

The liquid crystal display device of the invention is a
liquid crystal display device of a vertical orientation mode in
which the liquid crystal layer is substantially in a vertical
orientation state under application of no voltage. The verti-
cal alignment type liquid crystal layer is obtained typically
by orienting a nematic liquid crystal material having nega-
tive dielectric anisotropy with a vertical alignment film. A
plurality of protrusions each having an inclined side face are
provided on one of the pair of substrates disposed so as to
sandwich the liquid crystal layer (for example, a TFT
substrate). Since liquid crystal molecules are oriented ver-
tically to the inclined side face (typically covered with a
vertical alignment film) of the protrusion, liquid crystal
molecules present around the protrusion are inclined radially
about the protrusion. Most liquid crystal molecules other
than those present in the vicinity of the inclined side face of
the protrusion are in the vertical orientation state.

When a voltage is applied through the liquid crystal layer,
liquid crystal molecules are inclined in directions matching
with the orientation directions of the liquid crystal molecules
inclined due to the influence (orientation-regulating force or
the so-called anchoring effect) of the inclined side face of the
protrusion. The extent of the inclination of the liquid crystal
molecule (i.e., the inclination angle) depends upon the
strength of the electric field, and as the electric field is
stronger, the liquid crystal molecule is more largely inclined
to be oriented in a direction closer to the horizontal direc-
tion. The inclination direction of the liquid crystal molecule
accords with the inclination direction of the liquid crystal
molecule inclined radially about the protrusion by the
anchoring effect of the inclined side face of the protrusion.
Therefore, under voltage application, a liquid crystal domain
in a radially-inclined orientation state is formed in the liquid
crystal layer. In the liquid crystal domain placed in the
radially-inclined orientation state, the liquid crystal mol-
ecules are oriented along all the azimuth directions. As a
result, the viewing angle characteristic of the liquid crystal
display device can be improved in all the azimuth directions.

The plurality of protrusions are provided correspondingly
to picture element regions, so that domains with the radially-
inclined orientation can be formed in the respective picture
element regions in the liquid crystal layer. For example, at
least one protrusion is provided in each picture element
region so as to form a domain with the radially-inclined
orientation about the protrusion in the picture element region
in the liquid crystal layer. Alternatively, a plurality of
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protrusions are provided in the periphery of the picture
element region (for example, a portion corresponding to a
source line, a gate line or the like), so that the picture
element region in the liquid crystal layer can include a set of
parts of a plurality of domains with the radially-inclined
orientation respectively formed about the protrusions. Need-
less to say, these two structures may be combined.

In the liquid crystal display device of this invention, the
domain with the radially-inclined orientation is formed by
utilizing the orientation-regulating force of the inclined side
face of the protrusion. Since the orientation-regulating force
caused by the inclined side face works also under applica-
tion of no voltage, even if the orientation of the liquid crystal
layer is disturbed, for example, due to impact against the
liquid crystal display device, the radially-inclined orienta-
tion about the protrusion can be restored when external force
applied to the liquid crystal material is removed. Accord-
ingly, the liquid crystal display device of this invention is
advantageous to a conventional liquid crystal display device
in which the radially-inclined orientation is formed by
utilizing an inclined electric field generated by an electrode
having an opening (slit).

The display characteristic of a liquid crystal display
device exhibits azimuth angle dependency derived from the
orientation state (optical anisotropy) of liquid crystal mol-
ecules. In order to reduce the azimuth angle dependency of
the display characteristic, the liquid crystal molecules are
preferably oriented along the respective azimuth directions
in equivalent probabilities. Furthermore, the liquid crystal
molecules within each picture element region are preferably
oriented along the respective azimuth directions in equiva-
lent probabilities. Accordingly, the protrusion preferably has
such a shape that the liquid crystal domains can be formed
so as to orient the liquid crystal molecules in each picture
element region along the respective azimuth directions in
equivalent probabilities.

When the cross-section, taken along the substrate surface,
of the protrusion has rotational symmetry, the viewing angle
characteristic can be made uniform along all the azimuth
directions. The cross-sectional shape preferably has highly
rotational symmetry with a two-fold rotation axis or more
preferably with a rotation axis of four or more folds (as in,
for example, a square and a circle).

Furthermore, as the area of the inclined side face of the
protrusion is larger, the orientation-regulating force against
the liquid crystal molecules is larger. For example, when the
protrusion has a substantially cross-shaped cross-section, the
area of the inclined side face can be comparatively
increased, so as to comparatively increase the orientation-
regulating force against the liquid crystal molecules. There-
fore, the radially-inclined orientation can be further stabi-
lized and the response speed can be increased. Moreover,
when the protrusion has a substantially cross-shaped cross-
section, the transmittance and the contrast ratio can be also
improved by allowing the polarization axis directions of a
pair of polarizing plates disposed in a crossed Nicols state to
accord with the directions of the crossing lines of the cross
(i.e., directions crossing each other at substantially right
angles).

When a plurality of protrusions are provided, the liquid
crystal domains with the radially-inclined orientation can be
uniformly formed by disposing the plurality of protrusions
in rotationally symmetrical arrangement (for example, in
square lattice arrangement).

The orientation of the liquid crystal molecules can be
further stabilized by utilizing, in addition to the anchoring
effect of the inclined side face of the protrusion, orientation-
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regulating force caused by an inclined electric field gener-
ated by an electrode having an opening. When the protrusion
is formed within the opening of the electrode, the direction
of the orientation-regulating force caused by the inclined
electric field can accord with the direction of the orientation-
regulating force caused by the inclined side face, and hence,
the liquid crystal molecules can be stably placed in the
radially-inclined orientation state. The shape of the opening
seen from the normal direction also preferably has rotational
symmetry and is preferably the same as (similar to) the
cross-sectional shape of the protrusion. Needless to say, the
opening may be disposed in a position different from the
protrusion. However, in the case where a plurality of open-
ings are provided, they are preferably disposed so as to have
rotational symmetry. Also, the protrusion and the opening
are preferably disposed in one arrangement having comple-
mentary rotational symmetry. For example, assuming that
the opening is replaced with the protrusion, they are pref-
erably disposed so that a plurality of protrusions including
the replaced protrusion can have rotational symmetry.

In the case where a plurality of protrusions and/or open-
ings are provided in one picture element region, it is not
always necessary to arrange them so as to have rotational
symmetry over the entire picture element region. For
example, when a square lattice (symmetrical with a four-fold
rotation axis) is used as a minimum unit so as to form a
picture element region from the combination of the square
lattices, the liquid crystal molecules can be oriented along all
the azimuth directions in substantially equivalent probabili-
ties all over the picture element region. In other words, a
portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each picture
element region may be formed as a set of liquid crystal
domains arranged so as to have rotational symmetry (or
axial symmetry) (for example, a plurality of liquid crystal
domains in square lattice arrangement).

In the liquid crystal display device of this invention, the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules can be further
stabilized by providing protrusions and/or openings also on
a second substrate (for example, a counter substrate or a
color filter substrate) opposing a first substrate on which the
protrusions and/or openings are provided. Owing to orien-
tation-regulating force caused by the protrusions/or open-
ings provided on the surface of the second substrate facing
the liquid crystal layer, liquid crystal domains with the
radially-inclined orientation are formed under voltage appli-
cation.

The radially-inclined orientation about each protrusion
and/or opening of the second substrate is preferably formed
s0 as to be continuous with the radially-inclined orientation
about each protrusion and/or opening of the first substrate.
For this purpose, when seen from a vertical direction to the
substrate, the protrusions and/or openings provided on the
first substrate are preferably arranged so as not to overlap the
protrusions and/or openings provided on the second sub-
strate. The respective protrusions and/or openings are pref-
erably arranged so as to have rotational symmetry as
described above. Accordingly, when they are disposed in
square lattice arrangement, the protrusions and/or openings
provided on the respective substrates are disposed so that the
lattice points of the square lattices formed by the protrusions
and/or openings of the second substrate are respectively
positioned at the centers of the square lattices formed by the
protrusions and/or openings of the first substrate. Needless
to say, the first substrate and the second substrate may be
replaced with each other.

Since light leakage may be caused in a portion corre-
sponding to the protrusion, the protrusion is preferably
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provided in the periphery of the picture element region (for
example, in a portion cotresponding to a scanning line or a
signal line) or in a region corresponding to an element not
transmitting light such as an storage capacitance line
included in the picture element region. When the protrusions
are disposed in such portions, degradation of the display
quality can be suppressed.

In the liquid crystal display device of this invention, the
protrusion is formed at least on one of the substrates (for
example, a TFT substrate or a color substrate), and hence, a
stable liquid crystal domain placed in the radially-inclined
orientation state under voltage application can be formed in
the vertical alignment type liquid crystal layer.

In particular, in a liquid crystal display device of the
so-called multi-gap system having different thicknesses of
the liquid crystal layer within one picture element region,
such as a transmission/reflection combination type liquid
crystal display device having a transmission region and a
reflection region in each picture element region (as disclosed
in, for example, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
11-101992), the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules is
easily disturbed due to the influence of a level difference.
Therefore, in such a liquid crystal display device, a liquid
crystal domain with sufficiently stable radially-inclined ori-
entation is difficult to form merely by using the orientation-
regulating force caused by an inclined electric field. Accord-
ing to the invention, however, discontinuity in the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules owing to the level
difference is suppressed by an electric field generated by an
electrode covering the level difference, and the protrusion
with an appropriate inclined side face is provided so as to
form the center of the radially-inclined orientation by using
the orientation-regulating force caused by the inclined side
face. As a result, stable radially-inclined orientation can be
realized. In particular, when the protrusion is surrounded
with the level differences covered with the electrode, the
discontinuity in the orientation of the liquid crystal mol-
ecules owing to the level differences can be effectively
suppressed.

In this manner, the viewing angle characteristic of a liquid
crystal display device can be improved by the present
invention. Therefore, when the invention is applied to an
active matrix liquid crystal display device in particular, a
display with very high quality can be produced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic top view for showing the structure
of one picture element region of a liquid crystal display
device 100 according to Embodiment 1 of the invention, and
FIG. 1B is a cross-sectional view thereof taken along line
1B-1B' of FIG. 1A;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are partial cross-sectional views of
another liquid crystal display device 110 according to
Embodiment 1, and specifically FIG. 1A schematically
shows an orientation state of liquid crystal molecules 31
under application of no voltage and FIG. 1B schematically
shows that under application of a voltage (an intermediate
gray scale voltage);

FIG. 3A is a schematic top view for showing the structure
of one picture element region of still another liquid crystal
display device 120 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 3B is a
cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 3B-3B' of FIG.
3A;

FIG. 4A is a schematic top view for showing the structure
of one picture element region of still another liquid crystal
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display device 130 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 4B is a
cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 4B—4B' of FIG.
4A;

FIG. 5Ais a schematic top view for showing the structure
of one picture element region of still another liquid crystal
display device 150 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 5B is a
cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 5B—5B' of FIG.
5A;

FIG. 6 is a diagram for showing an electric field generated
by applying a voltage through a liquid crystal layer 30 of
FIG. 5B expressed by using an equipotential line EQ;

FIGS. 7A, 7B, 7C and 7D are schematic diagrams for
explaining orientation-regulating force applied to liquid
crystal molecules 31 by the electric field;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are partial cross-sectional views of the
liquid crystal display device 150, and specifically FIG. 8A
schematically shows the orientation state of the liquid crys-
tal molecules 31 under application of no voltage and FIG.
8B schematically shows that under application of a voltage
(an intermediate gray scale voltage);

FIGS. 9A and 9B are schematic diagrams for showing the
orientation state of the liquid crystal molecules 31 seen from
the top face of a substrate of the liquid crystal display device
150, and specifically FIG. 9A shows that under application
of no voltage and FIG. 9B shows that under application of
a voltage;

FIGS. 10A, 10B and 10C are diagrams for explaining the
positional relationship between a protrusion 16 and an
opening 12a used in the liquid crystal display device of this
invention;

FIG. 11A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another liquid
crystal display device 160 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 11B
is a cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 11B-11B'
of FIG. 11A;

FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram for showing the orienta-
tion state of the liquid crystal molecules 31 seen from the top
face of a substrate under application of a voltage through a
liquid crystal layer 30 of the liquid crystal display device
160;

FIG. 13A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another liquid
crystal display device 170 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 13B
is a cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 13B-13B'
of FIG. 134A;

FIG. 14 is a diagram for showing an electric field gener-
ated by applying a voltage through a liquid crystal layer 30
of FIG. 13B expressed by using an equipotential line EQ;

FIG. 15 is a schematic diagram for showing an orientation
state of the liquid crystal molecules 31 seen from the top
face of a substrate under application of a voltage through the
liquid crystal layer 30 of the liquid crystal display device
170;

FIG. 16A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another liquid
crystal display device 180 of Embodiment 1 and FIG. 16B
is a cross-sectional view thereof taken along line 16B-16B'
of FIG. 16A;

FIGS. 17A, 17B and 17C are schematic diagrams for
showing the structure of one picture element region of
combination type liquid crystal display devices 200 and 200'
according to Embodiment 2, and specifically FIG. 17Ais a
top view of the combination type liquid crystal display
device 200, F1G. 17B is a top view of the combination type
liquid crystal display device 200" and FIG. 17C is a cross-
sectional view taken along line 17C-17C' of FIGS. 17A and
17B;
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FIG. 18A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of another combi-
nation type liquid crystal display device 210 of Embodiment
2 and FIG. 18B is a cross-sectional view thereof taken along
line 18B-18B' of FIG. 18A;

FIG. 19A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 220 of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 19B is a cross-sectional view
thereof taken along line 19B-19B' of FIG. 19A;

FIGS. 20A and 20B are top views of the combination type
liquid crystal display devices 210 and 220, respectively;

FIGS. 21A, 21B, 21C and 21D are top views for sche-
matically showing the structure of one picture element
region of other combination type liquid crystal display
devices 240, 250, 260 and 270 of Embodiment 2, respec-
tively;

FIG. 22A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 280 of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 22B is a cross-sectional view
thereof taken along line 22B-22B' of FIG. 22A;

FIG. 23 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 24 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 310 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 25 is a cross-sectional view for schematically show-
ing the structure of one picture element region of the
combination type liquid crystal display device 310 taken
along line 25A-25A" of FIG. 24;

FIG. 26 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 320 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 27A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300A of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 27B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 28A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300B of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 28B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 29A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300C of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 29B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 30A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300D of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 30B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 31 is a schematic diagram for showing an orientation
state of the liquid crystal molecules 31 under application of
a voltage through the liquid crystal layer 330 of the com-
bination type liquid crystal display device 300D;

FIG. 32A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300E of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 32B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;
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FIG. 33A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300F of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 33B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;,

FIG. 34A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300G of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 34B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 35A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300H of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 35B is a cross-sectional view
thereof,

FIG. 36A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 3001 of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 36B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 37A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300] of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 37B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;,

FIG. 38A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300K of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 38B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 39A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300L of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 39B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIG. 40A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 300M of
Embodiment 2 and FIG. 40B is a cross-sectional view
thereof;

FIGS. 41A and 41B are top views for schematically
showing other protrusions 16' usable in the liquid crystal
display device of this invention and FIG. 41C is a cross-
sectional view taken along line 41C—41C' of FIGS. 41A and
41B;

FIG. 42 is a graph for showing the response speed of a
liquid crystal display device including a protrusion having a
substantially circular cross-section and a liquid crystal dis-
play device including a protrusion having a substantially
cross-shaped cross-section;

FIG. 43 is a graph for showing transmittance intensity
directivity against the applied voltage (V) obtained in the
cases where a protrusion has a substantially circular cross-
section and a substantially cross-shaped cross-section;

FIGS. 44A, 44B and 44C are schematic diagrams for
showing an orientation state of the liquid crystal molecules
31 under application of no voltage, and specifically, FIG.
44A is a top view of the orientation obtained when a
protrusion having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section
is provided, FIG. 44B is a top view of the orientation
obtained when a protrusion having a substantially circular
cross-section is provided and FIG. 44C is a cross-sectional
view taken along line 44C—44C' of FIGS. 44A and 44B;

FIGS. 45A and 45B are schematic diagrams for showing
an orientation state of the liquid crystal molecules 31 under
application of a voltage, and specifically, FIG. 45A is a top
view of the orientation obtained when a protrusion having a
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substantially circular cross-section is provided and FIG. 45B
is a top view of the orientation obtained when a protrusion
having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is pro-
vided;

FIGS. 46A and 46B are schematic top views of other
protrusions 16' usable in the liquid crystal display device of
this invention;

FIGS. 47A and 47B are schematic top views for showing
the structure of one picture element region of other combi-
nation type liquid crystal display devices 2904 and 2905 of
Embodiment 2, respectively;

FIGS. 48A and 48B are schematic top views for showing
the structure of one picture element region of still other
combination type liquid crystal display devices 290¢ and
2904 of Embodiment 2, respectively;

FIG. 49 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 330 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 50 is a cross-sectional view for schematically show-
ing the structure of one picture element region of the
combination type liquid crystal display device 330 taken
along line 50A-50A' of FIG. 49;

FIG. 51 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 340 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 52 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 350 of
Embodiment 2;

FIGS. 53A and 53B are cross-sectional views for sche-
matically showing the structure of one picture element
region of the combination type liquid crystal display device
350 taken along line 53A-53A' of FIG. 52 and line
53B-53B' of FIG. 52, respectively;

FIG. 54 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of still another
combination type liquid crystal display device 360 of
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 55A is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of a liquid crystal
display device 190 according to another embodiment of the
invention and FIG. 55B is a cross-sectional view thereof
taken along line 55B—55B' of FIG. 55A; and

FIG. 56 is a top view for schematically showing the
structure of one picture element region of a combination
type liquid crystal display device 370 according to still
another embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Preferred embodiments of the invention will now be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Embodiment 1

The liquid crystal display device of this invention is
suitably used in an active matrix liquid crystal display
device owing to its excellent display characteristic. Active
matrix liquid crystal display devices using thin film transis-
tors (TFTs) will be exemplified in the following preferred
embodiments, which does not limit the invention. The
invention is also applicable to an active matrix liquid crystal
display device using MIMs and a passive matrix liquid
crystal display device. Also, in the following embodiments,
a transmission type liquid crystal display device and a
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transmission/reflection combination type liquid crystal dis-
play device are exemplified, which does not limit the inven-
tion. The invention is also applicable to a reflection type
liquid crystal display device.

Herein, a region of a liquid crystal display device corre-
sponding to a “picture element”, that is, a minimum unit of
display, is designated as a “picture element region”. In a
color liquid crystal display device, three “picture elements”
of R, G and B together correspond to one “pixel”. In an
active matrix liquid crystal display device, one picture
element region is defined by a picture element electrode and
a counter electrode opposing the picture element electrode.
Alternatively, in a passive matrix liquid crystal display
device, each intersection region between column electrodes
in a stripe shape and row electrodes provided perpendicu-
larly to the column electrodes is defined as a picture element
region. In a structure employing a black matrix, strictly
speaking, a region corresponding to an opening of the black
matrix in the entire region to which a voltage is applied in
accordance with a state to be displayed corresponds to a
picture element region.

Now, the structure of one picture element region of a
liquid crystal display device 100 according to Embodiment
1 will be described with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B. In
the following description, a color filter and a black matrix
are omitted for simplification. FIG. 1A is a top view seen
from the substrate normal direction and FIG. 1B is a
cross-sectional view taken along line 1B-1B' of FIG. 1A,
whereas FIG. 1B shows a state where no voltage is applied
through a liquid crystal layer.

The liquid crystal display device 100 includes an active
matrix substrate (hereinafter referred to as the “TFT sub-
strate”) 10, a counter substrate (also designated as the “color
filter substrate”) 20 and a liquid crystal layer 30 disposed
between the TFT substrate 10 and the counter substrate 20.
Liquid crystal molecules 31 of the liquid crystal layer 30
have negative dielectric anisotropy, and owing to vertical
alignment films (not shown) provided on the surfaces of the
TFT substrate 10 and the counter substrate 20 facing the
liquid crystal layer 30, the liquid crystal molecules 31 are
oriented vertically to the surfaces of the vertical alignment
films as shown in FIG. 1B when no voltage is applied
through the liquid crystal layer 30. Such a state of the liquid
crystal layer 30 is designated as a vertical orientation state.
However, depending upon the kinds of vertical alignment
film and liquid crystal material, the liquid crystal molecules
31 of the liquid crystal layer 30 in the vertical orientation
state may be slightly inclined against the normal line of the
surface of the vertical alignment film (substrate surface). In
general, a state where a liquid crystal molecule is oriented
with the liquid crystal molecular axis (also designated as the
“axial direction”) inclined at an angle of approximately 85
degrees or more against the surface of a vertical alignment
film is designated as the vertical orientation state.

The TFT substrate 10 of the liquid crystal display device
100 includes a transparent substrate (such as a glass sub-
strate) 11 and a picture element electrode 12 formed thereon.
The counter substrate 20 includes a transparent substrate
(such as a glass substrate) 21 and a counter electrode 22
formed thereon. In accordance with a voltage applied to each
pair of picture element electrode 12 and counter electrode 22
opposing each other via the liquid crystal layer 30 sand-
wiched therebetween, the orientation state of the liquid
crystal layer 30 in each picture element region is changed.
A display is produced by utilizing a phenomenon that the
polarizing state and the quantity of light transmitting the



US 7,139,055 B2

13

liquid crystal layer 30 are changed in accordance with the
change of the orientation state of the liquid crystal layer 30.

A protrusion 16 is formed at the center of the picture
element electrode 12 of the liquid crystal display device 100.
The protrusion 16 is in the shape of a truncated cone having
an inclined side face 16s and a top face 16¢. The inclined side
face 16s is inclined against the surface of the picture element
electrode 12 (parallel to the surface of the substrate 11) at an
angle of 6. The protrusion 16 may be in the shape of a cone
having no top face 16t.

The surface of the protrusion 16 has a vertical alignment
property (typically owing to a vertical alignment film (not
shown) covering the protrusion 16), and the liquid crystal
molecules 31 are oriented vertically to the inclined side face
165 and the top face 167 due to an anchoring effect of these
faces. Since the protrusion 16 has a circular cross-section
taken along the surface of the substrate 11 (as shown in FIG.
1A), the liquid crystal molecules positioned around the
protrusion 16 are radially orientated about the protrusion 16.
The other most liquid crystal molecules 31 are in the vertical
orientation state.

When a voltage is applied through the liquid crystal layer
30 in such a state, the liquid crystal molecules 31 are
inclined so as to match with the radially-inclined orientation
formed due to the anchoring effect of the inclined side face
165 of the protrusion 16. As a result, a liquid crystal domain
in a radially-inclined orientation state is formed. This will be
described with reference to FIGS. 2A and 2B. At this point,
the liquid crystal molecules 31 are oriented to be radially
inclined under voltage application. Therefore, such an ori-
entation state is herein designated as the “radially-inclined
orientation state”. Also, a portion of a liquid crystal layer in
which liquid crystal molecules are in the radially-inclined
orientation state about one center is herein designated as a
liquid crystal domain.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are partial cross-sectional views of a
liquid crystal display device 110 having a plurality of
protrusions 16 in one picture element region. FIG. 2A
schematically shows an orientation state of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 under application of no voltage, and FIG. 2B
schematically shows that under application of a voltage (an
intermediate gray scale voltage).

As shown in FIG. 2A, when no voltage is applied, merely
the liquid crystal molecules 31 positioned in the vicinity of
each protrusion 16 are oriented to be radially inclined about
a symmetry axis SA corresponding to the center of the
protrusion 16. When a voltage is applied through the liquid
crystal layer 30, as shown in FIG. 2B, the other liquid crystal
molecules included in the picture element region are ori-
ented so as to match with the radially-inclined orientation
about the protrusion 16, so as to form liquid crystal domains.
In FIG. 2B, two liquid crystal domains respectively having
the centers of the two protrusions 16 as symmetry axes SA
and one liquid crystal domain having a symmetry axis SB at
the center of the two protrusions 16 are formed. In order to
stably form the liquid crystal domain having the symmetry
axis SB at the center of the adjacent protrusions 16, a
plurality of protrusions 16 are preferably arranged so as to
have rotational symmetry. For example, when four protru-
sions 16 are arranged so as to form a square lattice, a liquid
crystal domain with the radially-inclined orientation having
the symmetry axis SB at the center of the four protrusions 16
can be stably formed. In this manner, the orientations of the
liquid crystal molecules 31 are continuous between the
liquid crystal domains placed in the radially-inclined orien-
tation state in the liquid crystal layer of the liquid crystal
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display device of the invention. As a result, very stable
radially-inclined orientation can be realized.

Although the protrusion 16 is in the shape of a truncated
cone in the above description, the cross-section of the
protrusion 16 taken along the face of the substrate 11 is not
limited to the circular shape. However, in order to form
liquid crystal domains with the stable radially-inclined ori-
entation, the cross-section of the protrusion is preferably in
a rotationally symmetrical shape and more preferably in a
highly rotationally symmetrical shape preferably with a
two-fold rotation axis or more preferably with a rotation axis
of four or more folds.

The inclination angle 6 of the inclined side face 165 of the
protrusion 16 is preferably in a range between 5 degrees and
85 degrees for attaining stable inclined orientation of the
liquid crystal molecules 31. Under application of no voltage,
light leakage may be caused due to the birefringent effect of
the liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented to be inclined by the
anchoring effect of the inclined side face 16s, which may
degrade the contrast ratio. In consideration of this, the
inclination angle 6 of the inclined side face 165 of the
protrusion 16 is preferably 50 degrees or less.

The protrusion 16 having the inclined side face may be
made from a dielectric substance with high transparency.
Alternatively, when the protrusion 16 is made from an
opaque dielectric substance, light leakage derived from
retardation of the liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented to be
inclined owing to the anchoring effect of the inclined side
face 16s of the protrusion 16 can be advantageously pre-
vented. It can be determined depending upon the application
of the liquid crystal display device which type of dielectric
substance is used. In either case, when the dielectric sub-
stance is a photosensitive resin, a step of patterning the
dielectric substance in accordance with the pattern of an
opening 12a described later can be advantageously simpli-
fied. In order to attain sufficient orientation-regulating force,
the height of the protrusion 16 having the inclined side face
is preferably within a range between approximately 0.5 pm
and approximately 3 um when the liquid crystal layer 30 has
a thickness of approximately 3 um. In general, the height of
the protrusion 16 having the inclined side face is preferably
smaller than the thickness of the liquid crystal layer 30 and
larger than approximately ¥ thereof.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of
another liquid crystal display device 120 of Embodiment 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 3A and 3B. FIG.
3A is a top view seen from the substrate normal direction
and FIG. 3B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
3B-3B' of FIG. 3A.

The liquid crystal display device 120 includes, in addition
to a plurality of first protrusions 16 formed on the surface of
the TFT substrate 10 facing the liquid crystal layer 30, a
plurality of second protrusions 26 formed on the surface of
the counter substrate 20 facing the liquid crystal layer 30.
The first protrusion 16 is substantially the same as the
protrusion 16 of the liquid crystal display device 100, and
the second protrusion 26 is substantially the same as the first
protrusion 16.

As shown in FIG. 3A, the nine first protrusions 16 are
arranged so as to form four square lattices, and the second
protrusions 26 are disposed at the centers of the respective
four square lattices. The four second protrusions 26 also
together form a square lattice. When the first protrusions 16
and the second protrusions 26 are thus arranged, the radially-
inclined orientation of liquid crystal domains formed in the
liquid crystal layer 30 under voltage application can be
further stabilized.
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Although the second protrusion 26 has substantially the
same height and the same shape as the first protrusion 16 in
this embodiment, the height and the shape can be appropri-
ately modified. However, the second protrusion 26 also
preferably satisfies the conditions of the inclination angle,
the cross-sectional shape, the height and the arrangement
described above with respect to the first protrusion 16.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of still
another liquid crystal display device 130 of Embodiment 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B. FIG.
4A is a top view seen from the substrate normal direction
and FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
4B-4B' of F1G. 4A.

The liquid crystal display device 130 includes, in addition
to a plurality of first protrusions 16 formed on the surface of
the TFT substrate 10 facing the liquid crystal layer 30, a
plurality of openings 22a formed in the counter electrode 22
of the counter substrate 20. The opening 224 corresponds to
a portion of the counter electrode 22 made from a conduct-
ing film (such as an ITO film) in which the conducting film
is removed. The first protrusion 16 is substantially the same
as the protrusion 16 of the liquid crystal display device 100.
The opening 22a works to stabilize the radially-inclined
orientation similarly to the second protrusion 26 of the liquid
crystal display device 120 but works merely under voltage
application differently from the second protrusion 26. The
shape and the arrangement of the openings 22a preferably
satisfy the conditions for the second protrusion 26. The size
of the opening 22a is not particularly specified. Also, both
the second protrusion 26 and the opening 22¢ may be used
together.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of still
another liquid crystal display device 150 of Embodiment 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 5A and 5B. FIG.
5A is a top view seen from the substrate normal direction
and FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
5B-5B' of FIG. 5A.

The liquid crystal display device 150 has no element for
attaining orientation-regulating force for forming the radi-
ally-inclined orientation on the counter substrate 20 simi-
larly to the liquid crystal display devices 100 and 200, but
has an opening 12a formed in the picture element electrode
12 in addition to the protrusion 16 on the TFT substrate 10.

As shown in FIG. 5A, nine openings 12a are arranged so
as to form four square lattices, and one protrusion 16 is
formed within each opening 124. The opening 124 is in the
shape of a circle when seen from the substrate normal
direction and the protrusion 16 is also in the shape of a circle
in its cross-section taken along a direction parallel to the
substrate surface. Also, the center of the opening 12a
accords with the center of the protrusion 16.

When no electric field is applied through the liquid crystal
layer 30, merely the liquid crystal molecules positioned
around the protrusion 16 are in the radially-inclined orien-
tation state (which corresponds to an anchoring layer) as
shown in FIG. 5B. This state is the same as the state of FIG.
1B in which the protrusion 16 is formed on the picture
element electrode 12 having no opening 12a. When a
voltage is applied between the picture element electrode 12
and the counter electrode 22, an inclined electric field is
generated around the edge of the opening 12a, thereby
stabilizing the radially-inclined orientation of the liquid
crystal molecules 31. The function of this inclined electric
field will now be described with reference to FIGS. 6, 7A
through 7D, 8A and 8B.

FIG. 6 shows an electric field generated by applying a
voltage through the liquid crystal layer 30 of FIG. 5B
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expressed by using an equipotential line EQ. The equipo-
tential line EQ is parallel to the surfaces of the picture
element electrode 12 and the counter electrode 22 within a
portion of the liquid crystal laver positioned between the
picture element electrode 12 and the counter electrode 22.
Also, the equipotential line EQ drops in a portion corre-
sponding to the opening 12« of the picture element electrode
12, and an inclined electric field expressed by an inclined
portion of the equipotential line EQ is formed in a portion of
the liquid crystal layer 30 on the edge portion of the opening
12a (that is, the inside periphery of the opening 12¢ includ-
ing the boundary thereof). To the liquid crystal molecules 31
having the negative dielectric anisotropy, torque for orient-
ing the axial directions of the liquid crystal molecules 31 to
be parallel to the equipotential line EQ (vertical to the line
of electric force) is applied. Accordingly, the liquid crystal
molecules 31 disposed on the edge portion of the opening
12a are inclined (rotated) in the clockwise direction at the
edge portion on the right hand side of the opening 12a and
in the counterclockwise direction at the edge portion on the
left hand side, so as to orient to be parallel to the equipo-
tential line EQ.

Now, the change of the orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 will be described in detail with reference to
FIGS. 7A through 7D. When an electric field is generated in
the liquid crystal layer 30, torque for orienting the axial
directions of the liquid crystal molecules 31 to be parallel to
the equipotential line EQ is applied to the liquid crystal
molecules 31 having the negative dielectric anisotropy. As
shown in FIG. 7A, when an electric field expressed by an
equipotential line EQ vertical to the axial direction of a
liquid crystal molecule 31 is generated, torque is applied to
the liquid crystal molecule 31 for inclining it in the clock-
wise direction or in the counterclockwise direction in the
same probability. Accordingly, in a portion of the liquid
crystal layer 30 disposed between parallel plate electrodes
opposing each other, the torque is applied in the clockwise
direction to some liquid crystal molecules 31 and in the
counterclockwise direction to other liquid crystal molecules
31. As a result, the orientation sometimes may not be
smoothly changed in accordance with a voltage applied
through the liquid crystal layer 30.

When the electric field inclined against the axial direc-
tions of the liquid crystal molecules 31 as expressed by the
equipotential line EQ (namely, the inclined electric field) is
generated at the edge portion of the opening 12a of the liquid
crystal display device 150 as shown in FIG. 6, a liquid
crystal molecule 31 is inclined, as shown in FIG. 7B, in a
direction for orienting to be parallel to the equipotential line
EQ with smaller inclination (in the counterclockwise direc-
tion in the drawing). Furthermore, a liquid crystal molecule
31 positioned in a portion where an electric field expressed
by an equipotential line EQ vertical to the axial direction is
generated is inclined, as shown in FIG. 7C, in the same
direction as another liquid crystal molecule 31 positioned on
the inclined portion of the equipotential line EQ, so as to
make continuous (match) their orientations.

When an electric field expressed by an equipotential line
EQ with continuous irregularities as shown in FIG. 7D is
applied, liquid crystal molecules 31 positioned on a flat
portion of the equipotential line EQ are oriented in a
direction matching with the orientation direction regulated
by other liquid crystal molecules 31 positioned on inclined
portions of the equipotential line EQ. Herein, “to be posi-
tioned on an equipotential line EQ” means “to be positioned
within an electric field expressed by an equipotential line

EQ”.
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Since the liquid crystal display device 150 has the pro-
trusion 16 formed within the opening 124, when no voltage
is applied, some liquid crystal molecules 31 are oriented
vertically to the inclined side face and other liquid crystal
molecules 31 are oriented vertical to the horizontal surfaces
as shown in FIG. 8A.

When a voltage is applied through the liquid crystal layer
30, the electric field expressed by the equipotential line EQ
of FIG. 6 is generated in the liquid crystal layer 30, and
hence, the liquid crystal molecules 31 positioned at the edge
portion of the opening 12a of the picture element electrode
12 are inclined due to the influence of the inclined electric
field. While merely a few liquid crystal molecules 31 are
oriented to be inclined owing to the anchoring effect of the
inclined side face of the protrusion 16, the range influenced
by the inclined electric filed is comparatively large, and even
liquid crystal molecules 31 substantially vertically oriented
under application of no voltage are inclined due to the
influence of the inclined electric field. The inclination direc-
tion of a liquid crystal molecule 31 inclined by the inclined
electric field generated at the edge portion of the opening
12a matches with the inclination direction of the liquid
crystal molecule 31 inclined by the anchoring effect of the
inclined side face of the protrusion 16 formed within the
opening 12a. Accordingly, the radially-inclined orientation
of FIG. 8B is more stable than the radially-inclined orien-
tation of FIG. 2B (although the difference is not shown
because FIGS. 2B and 8B are schematic diagrams).

The orientation states of the liquid crystal molecules 31
shown in FIGS. 8A and 8B seen from the substrate normal
direction of the counter substrate 20 are shown in FIGS. 9A
and 9B.

Under application of no voltage as shown in FIG. 9A,
merely a few liquid crystal molecules positioned in the
vicinity of the periphery of the protrusion 16 are oriented to
be inclined and other liquid crystal molecules positioned in
the remaining portion are oriented substantially vertically to
the drawing surface. In FIG. 9A, no liquid crystal molecules
are shown for simplification.

Under application of a voltage, the liquid crystal mol-
ecules 31 are radially oriented about the protrusion 16 as
shown in FIG. 9B. A black end of each liquid crystal
molecule 31 drawn in the shape of an ellipse means that the
liquid crystal molecule 31 is inclined so that the black end
be closer to the substrate 10 where the picture element
electrode 12 having the opening 12 is formed than the other
end. This also applies to other drawings mentioned below.

As is obvious from FIG. 9B, under application of a
voltage, nine liquid crystal domains respectively having nine
protrusions 16 as their symmetry axes and four liquid crystal
domains respectively having the centers of four square
lattices formed by the nine protrusions 16 as the symmetry
axes are formed in one picture element region of the liquid
crystal display device 150. The orientations of the liquid
crystal molecules 31 are continuous (match) on the bound-
aries between these thirteen liquid crystal domains.

The orientation-regulating force caused by the inclined
electric field naturally works merely under application of a
voltage, and its strength depends upon the strength of the
electric field (namely, the amplitude of the applied voltage).
Accordingly, when the electric field is weak (namely, the
applied voltage is low), the orientation-regulating force
caused by the inclined electric field is weak. Therefore,
when external force is applied to the liquid crystal panel, the
radially-inclined orientation may be destroyed due to the
floating of the liquid crystal material. When the radially-
inclined orientation is destroyed once, it cannot be restored
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until a voltage for generating an inclined electric field
capable of exhibiting sufficiently strong orientation-regulat-
ing force is applied. In contrast, the orientation-regulating
force caused by the inclined side face of the protrusion 16
works regardless of the applied voltage and is very strong as
is known as the anchoring effect of an alignment film.
Accordingly, even when the radially-inclined orientation is
once destroyed due to the floating of the liquid crystal
material, the liquid crystal molecules 31 positioned in the
vicinity of the inclined side face of the protrusion 16 keep
their orientation directions the same as those in the radially-
inclined orientation. Therefore, the radially-inclined orien-
tation can be easily restored when the floating of the liquid
crystal material is stopped.

In the liquid crystal display device 150 of Embodiment 1,
the radially-inclined orientation is more stabilized owing to
the inclined electric field generated by the picture element
electrode 12 having the opening 12« than in the case where
the protrusion 16 alone is formed (for example, as in the
liquid crystal display device 120 of FIG. 2).

So far, the picture element electrode 12 in a square shape
is exemplified, but the shape of the picture element electrode
12 is not limited to the square. The general shape of the
picture element electrode 12 is approximated to a rectangle
(including a square), and hence, the openings 12¢ can be
regularly disposed in square lattice arrangement. The effect
of the invention can be attained even when the picture
element electrode 12 is in a shape other than the rectangular
shape as far as the openings 12a are disposed regularly (for
example, in the square lattice arrangement as described
above) so as to form liquid crystal domains over the entire
picture element region.

The protrusion 16 having the inclined side face is pref-
erably formed within the opening 12a as shown in FIG. 10A
and may be formed so that the periphery of the protrusion 16
covers the edge portion of the opening 124 as shown in FIG.
10B. However, it is not preferred that an edge 12e of the
picture element electrode 12 close to the opening 124 is
formed on the inclined side face of the protrusion 16 as
shown in FIG. 10C. When the edge 12e of the picture
element electrode 12 is formed on the inclined side face of
the protrusion 16, the orientation-regulating force caused by
the electric field generated in this portion works in a reverse
direction to the orientation-regulating force caused by the
inclined side face of the protrusion 16, resulting in disturb-
ing the radially-inclined orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules.

The radially-inclined orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 is more stable when it is clockwise or coun-
terclockwise spiral radially-inclined orientation than when it
is simple radially-inclined orientation as shown in FIG. 9B.
The spiral orientation herein means the orientation state of
liquid crystal molecules taken on a plane of the liquid crystal
layer (i.e., on a plane of the substrate). In spiral orientation
exhibited by adding a small amount of chiral agent to a
liquid crystal material, the orientation directions of the
liquid crystal molecules 31 are minimally spirally changed
along the thickness direction of the liquid crystal layer 30
differently from the general twist orientation but the orien-
tation directions of the liquid crystal molecules 31 are
minimally changed along the thickness direction of the
liquid crystal layer 30 when seen in a small region. Specifi-
cally, in a cross-section taken in any position along the
thickness direction of the liquid crystal layer 30 (i.e., in any
cross-section taken along a plane parallel to the layer face),
the liquid crystal molecules are in the same orientation state,
and twist change along the thickness direction of the liquid
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crystal layer 30 is minimally caused. However, in the entire
liquid crystal domain, the twist change is caused to some
extent.

When a chiral agent is added to a nematic liquid crystal
material having the negative dielectric anisotropy, liquid
crystal domains in each of which the liquid crystal mol-
ecules 31 are in the counterclockwise or clockwise spiral
radially-inclined orientation state about the opening 12a are
formed under application of a voltage. The spiral direction
depends upon the kind of chiral agent to be used. Accord-
ingly, by forming liquid crystal domains placed in the spiral
radially-inclined orientation state under voltage application,
the spiral direction of the radially inclined liquid crystal
molecules 31 around the liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented
vertically to the substrate surface can be made the same in
all the liquid crystal domains, resulting in realizing even
display free from unevenness. Furthermore, since the spiral
direction around the liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented
vertically to the substrate surface is thus determined, the
response speed in applying a voltage through the liquid
crystal layer 30 can be improved.

Furthermore, when a large amount of chiral agent is
added, also in a liquid crystal layer in the spiral orientation
state, the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules 31 is
spirally changed along the thickness direction of the liquid
crystal layer 30 when seen in a small region as in the general
twist orientation.

In the orientation state where the orientation of the liquid
crystal molecules 31 is not spirally changed along the
thickness direction of the liquid crystal layer 30, liquid
crystal molecules 31 oriented vertically or in parallel to the
polarization axis of a polarizing plate do not cause a phase
difference in incident light, and hence, incident light passing
through a portion in such an orientation state makes no
contribution to the transmittance. For example, when a
picture element region in a white display state of a liquid
crystal display device including polarizing plates disposed in
a crossed Nicols state is observed, a cross-shaped quenching
pattern can be clearly seen at the center of a liquid crystal
domain in the radially-inclined orientation state.

In contrast, in the orientation state where the orientation
of the liquid crystal molecules 31 is spirally changed along
the thickness direction of the liquid crystal layer 30, the
liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented vertically or in parallel
to the polarization axis of the polarizing plate also cause a
phase difference in incident light, and the optical activity of
the light can be utilized. Accordingly, the incident light
passing through a portion in such an orientation state can
make contribution to the transmittance, resulting in realizing
a liquid crystal display device capable of bright display. For
example, when a picture element region in a white display
state of a liquid crystal display device including polarizing
plates disposed in a crossed Nicols state is observed, a
cross-shaped quenching pattern is unclear at the center of the
liquid crystal domain in the radially-inclined orientation
state and the display is bright as a whole. In order to
efficiently improve light utilization by the optical activity,
the twist angle of the liquid crystal layer is preferably
approximately 90 degrees.

The spiral radially-inclined orientation is preferred not
only in the case where the opening 12a is formed but also in
the case where the radially-inclined orientation is formed by
using the protrusion 16 and/or the protrusion 26 without
forming the opening 12a.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of still
another liquid crystal display device 160 of Embodiment 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 11A and 11B. FIG.

20

25

40

45

60

65

20

11A is a top view seen from the substrate normal direction
and FIG. 11B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
11B-11B' of FIG. 11A.

The liquid crystal display device 160 corresponds to a
device obtained by replacing the TFT substrate 10 of the
liquid crystal display device 120 with the TFT substrate 10
of the liquid crystal display device 150, and hence includes
a TFT substrate 10 having substantially the same structure as
the TFT substrate 10 of the liquid crystal display device 150
and a counter substrate 20 having substantially the same
structure as the counter substrate 20 of the liquid crystal
display device 120.

A plurality of openings 12a are disposed in the lattice
square arrangement in the picture element electrode 12 of
the TFT substrate 10, and one first protrusion 16 is formed
within each opening 12a. A plurality of second protrusions
26 are formed on the surface of the counter substrate 20
facing the liquid crystal layer 30, so as to be respectively
disposed at the centers of the square lattices formed by the
first protrusions 16 (and the openings 12a) of the TFT
substrate 10.

FIG. 12 shows the orientation state of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 observed from the substrate normal direction
of the counter substrate 20 under voltage application in the
liquid crystal display device 160. As is obvious from FIG.
12, nine liquid crystal domains respectively having nine first
protrusions 16 (and the openings 12a) as the symmetry axes
and four liquid crystal domains respectively having the
centers of the second protrusions 26 respectively disposed at
the centers of the four square lattices formed by the nine first
protrusions 16 are formed in one picture element region
under voltage application in the liquid crystal display device
160. The orientations of the liquid crystal molecules 31 are
continuous (match) on the boundaries between these thirteen
liquid crystal domains.

Since the TFT substrate 10 of the liquid crystal display
device 160 has not only the first protrusions 16 but also the
openings 12a, the radially-inclined orientation is further
more stable than in the liquid crystal display device 120 of
FIG. 3, and the response speed can be also improved.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of still
another liquid crystal display device 170 of Embodiment 1
will be described with reference to FIGS. 13A and 13B. FIG.
13A is a top view seen from the substrate normal direction
and FIG. 13B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
13B-13B' of FIG. 13A.

The liquid crystal display device 170 includes openings
22a formed in the counter electrode 22 instead of the second
protrusions 26 of the liquid crystal display device 160. The
openings 22a work so as to stabilize the radially-inclined
orientation similarly to the second protrusions 26 of the
liquid crystal display device 160 as described with reference
to FIGS. 4A and 4B. This will be described with reference
to FIG. 14.

FIG. 14 shows an electric field generated by applying a
voltage through the liquid crystal layer 30 of FIG. 13B
expressed by using an equipotential line EQ. As is obvious
from FIG. 14, an inclined electric field is generated on edge
portions of both the openings 12« and the openings 22a. The
direction of the orientation-regulating force caused by the
electric field generated at the edge portion of the opening
22a is the same as the direction of the orientation-regulating
force caused by the inclined side face of the protrusion 26,
and this orientation-regulating force works so as to stabilize
the radially-inclined orientation similarly to the protrusion
26. However, the orientation-regulating force caused by the
electric field works merely under voltage application differ-
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ently from that caused by the inclined side face of the
protrusion 26. The shape, the size and the arrangement of the
openings 22a preferably satisfy the same conditions as those
for the second protrusions 26. Also, the second protrusions
26 and the openings 22a may be used together.

FIG. 15 shows the orientation state of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 seen from the substrate normal direction of the
counter substrate 20 under voltage application in the liquid
crystal display device 170. As is obvious from FIG. 15, nine
liquid crystal domains respectively having nine first protru-
sions 16 (and the openings 12a) as the symmetry axes and
four liquid crystal domains respectively having the centers
of the openings 224 disposed at the centers of four square
lattices formed by the nine first protrusions 16 are formed in
one picture element region under voltage application in the
liquid crystal display device 170. The orientations of the
liquid crystal molecules 31 are continuous (match) on the
boundaries between these thirteen liquid crystal domains.

Furthermore, in order to increase the orientation-regulat-
ing force on the counter substrate 20, openings 22a may be
formed in the counter electrode 22 with second protrusions
26 formed within the openings 22a as in a liquid crystal
display device 180 shown in FIGS. 16A and 16B.

Embodiment 2

The stability of the radially-inclined orientation of liquid
crystal molecules can be improved according to the inven-
tion, and therefore, when the invention is applied to a liquid
crystal display device having a structure in which the
orientation of liquid crystal molecules easily becomes
unstable, the advantage can be remarkably exhibited. For
example, in a liquid crystal display device of the so-called
multi-gap system including a liquid crystal layer having
different thicknesses in one picture element region, such as
a transmission/reflection combination type liquid crystal
display device having a transmission region and a reflection
region in each picture element region, the orientation of
liquid crystal molecules are easily disturbed due to a level
difference, and hence, it is difficult to obtain stable radially-
inclined orientation. For example, it has been found, as a
result of examination made by the present inventors, that
even when an opening is formed in the electrode for gen-
erating an inclined electric field, it is difficult to obtain
sufficiently stable radially-inclined orientation in such a
liquid crystal display device.

In Embodiment 2, the present invention is applied to a
transmission/reflection  combination type (hereinafter
referred to as “the combination type”) liquid crystal display
device.

The structure of a combination type liquid crystal display
device of Embodiment 2 will now be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 17A, 17B and 17C.

FIG. 17A is a top view of a combination type liquid
crystal display device 200, FIG. 17B is a top view of a
combination type liquid crystal display device 200" and FIG.
17C is a cross-sectional view taken along line 17C-17C' of
FIG. 17A or 17B. In these drawings, a color filter, a black
matrix, a TFT and the like are omitted for simplification.

A picture element electrode 212 of the combination type
liquid crystal display device 200 or 200" includes a trans-
parent electrode 212¢ and a reflecting electrode 212r. The
transparent electrode 212¢ defines a transmission region T
for producing a display in a transmission mode, and the
reflecting electrode 2127 defines a reflection region R for
producing a display in a reflection mode. The transparent
electrode 212¢ is formed from, for example, an ITO layer,
and the reflecting electrode 212r is formed from, for
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example, an aluminum layer. Instead of the reflecting elec-
trode 2127, a combination of a transparent conducting layer
and a reflecting layer may be used.

A liquid crystal layer 230 has a larger thickness in the
transmission region T than in the reflection region R. This is
for adjusting retardation of transmitted light having passed
through the liquid crystal layer 230 in the transmission
region T and retardation of reflected light having passed
through the liquid crystal layer 230 in the reflection region
R. The liquid crystal layer 230 preferably has, in the
transmission region T, a thickness approximately twice as
large as that in the reflection region R.

This difference in the thickness of the liquid crystal layer
230 is caused, for example, forming the reflecting electrode
212r on an insulating layer 213 and forming the transparent
electrode 212¢ in an opening 2134 formed in the insulating
layer 213. The transparent electrode 2127 is electrically
connected to the drain electrode of a TFT (not shown), and
the reflecting electrode 212r is connected to the transparent
electrode 212¢ within the opening 213¢ of the insulating
layer 213. The reflecting electrode 212~ is formed so as to
cover the level difference caused by the opening 213a.
Needless to say, the opening 213a may be a recess.

As is understood from comparison between FIGS. 17A
and 17B, the combination type liquid crystal display devices
200 and 200" are different from each other in the mutual
arrangement of the reflection region R and the transmission
region T. The arrangement is not limited to those shown in
the drawings but any of a variety of arrangements may be
employed. However, a region where an element not trans-
mitting light, such as a line (such as a scanning line and a
signal line) and a TFT, is formed cannot be used as the
transmission region T. Therefore, when the reflection region
R is formed in the region where an element not transmitting
light is formed, the area of the picture element region
substantially usable for display can be advantageously
increased.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 200 or
200" has an opening 212¢ formed in the reflecting electrode
212 and a first protrusion 216 formed on the transparent
electrode 2127 on the surface of the TFT substrate facing the
liquid crystal layer 230, and also has a second protrusion 226
formed on the surface of the counter electrode 222 facing the
liquid crystal layer 230. As described in detail in Embodi-
ment 1, the radially-inclined orientation of liquid crystal
molecules of the liquid crystal layer 230 can be stabilized by
orientation-regulating force caused by the opening and the
protrusions. It goes without saying that the structure is not
limited to that shown in the drawing but a protrusion and an
opening formed in or on the electrode can be variously
combined as described in Embodiment 1.

However, when the protrusion 216 is formed on the
transparent electrode 212¢, the protrusion 216 can be formed
in the step of patterning a transparent resin layer (preferably
having photosensitivity) corresponding to the insulating
layer 213 formed on the transparent electrode 212¢ for
forming the opening 213a. Therefore, the production pro-
cess can be advantageously simplified.

Also, the reflecting electrode 212r preferably covers the
level difference. When the level difference is thus covered,
an electric field for forming an equipotential line parallel to
the reflecting electrode 212~ can be generated. Therefore,
the radially-inclined orientation can be more stable than in
the case where the level difference is not covered with the
reflecting electrode 212r

In this manner, according to the invention, the electrode
is formed to cover the level difference so as to suppress
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discontinuity in the orientation of liquid crystal molecules
derived from the level difference by using the function of the
electric field, and the protrusion 216 having an appropriately
inclined side face is provided so as to form the center of the
radially-inclined orientation by using the orientation-regu-
lating force caused by its inclined side face. As a result,
stable radially-inclined orientation can be realized.

The functions of the opening 212a and the second pro-
trusion 226 formed in the reflection region R are the same as
those in the liquid crystal display device 130 of Embodiment
1 shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, and hence, the description is
omitted.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of
another combination type liquid crystal display device 210
of Embodiment 2 will be described with reference to FIGS.
18A and 18B. FIG. 18A is a top view seen from the substrate
normal direction and FIG. 18B is a cross-sectional view
taken along line 18B-18B' of FIG. 18A.

The transmission region T is formed at the center of the
picture element region and the reflection region R is formed
around the transmission region T. Differently from the
combination type liquid crystal display devices 200 and
200", no opening 212a is formed in the reflecting electrode
212r. Six second protrusions 226 are formed in the counter
electrode 222 in the reflection region R. The six second
protrusions 226 are arranged so as to form two square
lattices, and first protrusions 216 are respectively disposed at
the centers of the square lattices. Since the first protrusions
216 and the second protrusions 226 are thus arranged, eight
liquid crystal domains having the radially-inclined orienta-
tion about the respective protrusions can be stably formed.

Next, the structure of one picture element region of still
another combination type liquid crystal display device 220
of Embodiment 2 will be described with reference to FIGS.
19A and 19B. FIG. 19A is a top view seen from the substrate
normal direction and FIG. 19B is a cross-sectional view
taken along line 19B-19B' of FIG. 19A.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 220 is
different from the combination type liquid crystal display
device 210 of FIGS. 18A and 18B in second protrusions 226
disposed out of the picture element region.

Merely a part of a liquid crystal domain formed about
each second protrusion 226 is positioned within the picture
element region so as to make contribution to display and the
other part thereof makes no contribution to display. How-
ever, since the protrusions 226 are arranged so as to form
square lattices, when the parts of the liquid crystal domains
positioned within the picture element region are added up,
two liquid crystal domains in total are formed in the picture
element region. Specifically, approximately %4 of a liquid
crystal domain formed in the vicinity of each corner of the
rectangular picture element region is positioned within the
picture element region ((Y4)x4) and approximately % of a
liquid crystal domain formed in the vicinity of the center of
each longer side of the picture element region is positioned
within the picture element region ((*2)x2). Accordingly, the
viewing angle characteristic of the combination type liquid
crystal display device 220, which is equivalent to that of the
combination type liquid crystal display device 210, is very
good.

When the protrusions 226 are formed out of the picture
element region (in a region between adjacent picture ele-
ment regions) as in the combination type liquid crystal
display device 220, even in the case where light leakage
derived from liquid crystal molecules positioned in the
vicinity of the protrusions 226 is caused, degradation of the
display quality can be suppressed.
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Also, as is obvious from comparison between the com-
bination type liquid crystal display device 210 of FIG. 20A
and the combination type liquid crystal display device 220
of FIG. 20B, since the protrusions 226 are not positioned
within the picture element region, the effective area used for
display is large in the combination type liquid crystal display
device 220, so as to realize brighter display.

Needless to say, the arrangement of the protrusions 226 is
not limited to that described above but may be variously
modified in accordance with the shape and the size of the
picture element region. For example, the protrusions 226 can
be arranged as in any of combination type liquid crystal
display devices 240, 250, 260 and 270 respectively shown in
FIGS. 21A, 21B, 21C and 21D.

In the case where the picture element region is in the
shape of a square as shown in FIGS. 21A and 21B, a square
transmission region (a region where the transparent elec-
trode 212t is exposed) is formed at the center of the picture
element region with a reflection region (namely, the reflect-
ing electrode 212#) formed around the transmission region,
and the second protrusions 226 formed on the counter
substrate may be arranged so as to form a square lattice
within the picture element region (as shown in FIG. 21A) or
out of the picture element region (as shown in FIG. 21B).
Needless to say, the arrangement may be appropriately
modified in accordance with the size of the transmission
region (the proportion to the size of the reflection region).

In particular, when the picture element region is large, it
is preferred that a plurality of transmission regions (regions
where the transparent electrode 212 is exposed) are formed
with a reflection region (the reflecting electrode 2127)
formed around the transmission regions as in the combina-
tion type liquid crystal display devices 260 and 270 respec-
tively shown in FIGS. 21C and 21D. In other words, when
the picture element region is large, it is necessary to increase
the number of liquid crystal domains in order to stably form
the radially-inclined orientation. In this case, all the second
protrusions 226 may be formed within the picture element
region as shown in FIG. 21C, or protrusions 226 disposed in
the outermost portion may be formed out of the picture
element region as shown in FIG. 21D, whereas the protru-
sions 226 formed out of the picture element region are
preferably arranged also so as to form square lattices
together with the protrusions 226 formed within the picture
element region in consideration of the stability of the
orientation. Instead of the second protrusion, an opening
may be formed in the counter electrode 222.

In the case where the picture element region is small, even
when the second protrusions 226 shown in FIG. 21A or 21B
are omitted, the radially-inclined orientation can be stably
formed by utilizing an inclined electric field generated at the
edge portion of the picture element electrode 212.

Alternatively, as in a liquid crystal display device 280
shown in FIGS. 22A and 22B, the first protrusion 216
formed on the TFT substrate may be omitted so that the
radially-inclined orientation can be realized by the second
protrusion 226 formed on the counter substrate in the
transmission region T.

Next, specific structures of combination type liquid crys-
tal display devices 300 and 310 will be described with
reference to FIGS. 23, 24 and 25.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300 or
310 includes a TFT 342, a signal line 343 integrally formed
with the source electrode of the TFT 342 and a scanning line
344 integrally formed with the gate electrode of the TFT
342. A transparent electrode 312¢ is connected to the drain
electrode of the TFT 342, and a reflecting electrode 312~ is
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connected to the transparent electrode 3127 in an opening
312a formed in an insulating layer 313 (shown in FIG. 25).
The reflecting electrode 3127 is formed so as to cover the
TFT 342 and overlap the signal line 343 and the scanning
line 344 in its periphery. The combination type liquid crystal
display device 300 or 310 further includes an storage
capacitance line 345, which is connected to the reflecting
electrode 3127 within a contact hole 347 formed in the
insulating layer.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300 of
FIG. 23 has two transmission regions T (see FIG. 25), and
a first protrusion 316 is formed at the center of each
transmission region T. Second protrusions 326 formed on
the counter substrate are disposed out of the picture element
region in portions corresponding to the signal line 343 and
the scanning line 344.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 310
shown in FIGS. 24 and 25 is different from the combination
type liquid crystal display device 300 in including a large
number of transmission regions T. Furthermore, a second
protrusion 326 is formed also in a portion corresponding to
the contact hole 347. When the second protrusion 326 is also
formed in such a portion, the regularity in the arrangement
of liquid crystal domains can be improved, resulting in
increasing the stability of the radially-inclined orientation.
In this manner, even when it is difficult to arrange liquid
crystal domains so as to be highly rotationally symmetrical
as in the square lattice arrangement, the second protrusions
326 (or the first protrusions 316 or the openings) are
disposed so as to make the mutual arrangement of the liquid
crystal domains as regular as possible. Furthermore, since
the storage capacitance line 345 is made from a material that
does not transmit light, even when light leakage is caused in
the vicinity of the second protrusion 326 disposed corre-
spondingly to the storage capacitance line 345, the display
quality is never degraded. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 25,
even when light leakage is caused in the vicinity of the
second protrusion 326 disposed correspondingly to the sig-
nal line 343, the display quality is never degraded because
light is shaded by the signal line 343.

Alternatively, as in a liquid crystal display device 320
shown in FIG. 26, the first protrusion 316 formed on the TFT
substrate may be omitted so that the radially-inclined ori-
entation can be realized by the second protrusion 326
formed on the counter substrate in the transmission region T.

In a liquid crystal display device of the multi-gap system
in which one picture element region includes a plurality of
portions where a liquid crystal layer has different thick-
nesses, a level difference (a boundary) present between the
plurality of portions is preferably covered with an electrode
as described above. In the case where protrusions are formed
to have, as the boundary, the level difference covered with
the electrode, the protrusions may be alternately provided on
the two substrates or may be provided merely on one
substrate.

Combination type liquid crystal display devices 300A and
300B in which the protrusions are provided on the two
substrates are schematically shown in FIGS. 27A, 27B, 28A
and 28B.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300A
has a first protrusion 316 formed on the TFT substrate and
a second protrusion 326 formed on the counter substrate as
shown in FIGS. 27A and 27B. The first protrusion 316 is
disposed in the transmission region T and the second pro-
trusion 326 is disposed in the reflection region R. In other
words, the protrusions adjacent to each other via a level
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difference 306 covered with the reflecting electrode 312~
sandwiched therebetween are respectively formed on the
different substrates.

The orientation-regulating force caused by the first pro-
trusion 316 disposed in the transmission region T and the
orientation-regulating force caused by the second protrusion
326 disposed in the reflection region R match with each
other. Also, the level difference 306 between the transmis-
sion region T and the reflection region R is covered with the
reflecting electrode 3127, and hence, discontinuity in the
orientation of liquid crystal molecules derived from the level
difference can be suppressed by an electric field parallel to
the surface of the level difference 306 generated by the
electrode covering the level difference 306. Therefore, the
radially-inclined orientation of a liquid crystal domain
formed in the transmission region T of the liquid crystal
layer 330 and the radially-inclined orientation of a liquid
crystal domain formed in the reflection region R of the liquid
crystal layer 330 are smoothly continuous, resulting in
realizing stable radially-inclined orientation.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300B
shown in FIGS. 28A and 28B is different from the combi-
nation type liquid crystal display device 300A in the first
protrusion 316 formed on the TFT substrate being provided
in the reflection region R and the second protrusion 326
formed on the counter substrate being provided in the
transmission region T, but the stable radially-inclined ori-
entation can be similarly realized.

Combination type liquid crystal display devices 300C and
300D in which the protrusions are provided on merely one
substrate are schematically shown in FIGS. 29A, 29B, 30A
and 30B.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300C
shown in FIGS. 29A and 29B has first protrusions 316
formed on the TFT substrate in both the transmission region
T and the reflection region R, and the combination type
liquid crystal display device 300D shown in FIGS. 30A and
30B has second protrusions 326 formed on the counter
substrate in both the transmission region T and the reflection
region R. In other words, protrusions adjacent to each other
via the level difference 306 covered with the reflecting
electrode 312 are formed on the same substrate in the
combination type liquid crystal display devices 300C and
300D.

If the orientation state of liquid crystal molecules posi-
tioned above the level difference 306 is not considered, it
seems that the radially-inclined orientation of a liquid crystal
domain formed in the transmission region T and the radially-
inclined orientation of a liquid crystal domain formed in the
reflection region R do not match with each other. However,
in the combination type liquid crystal display device 300C
or 300D, the level difference 306 is covered with an elec-
trode (the reflecting electrode 3127 in this case) and hence
works as a point where the situation changes. Therefore, the
liquid crystal domain formed in the transmission region T
and the liquid crystal domain formed in the reflection region
R both attain stable radially-inclined orientation.

This is for the following reason: Subtle unbalance is
caused by a special shape of the level difference and an
electric field (equipotential face) parallel to the surface of
the level difference 306 is generated by the electrode cov-
ering the level difference 306. Therefore, as shown in FIG.
31, a liquid crystal molecule 31 positioned above the level
difference 306 is definitely inclined to be parallel to the
substrate surface in a direction perpendicular to a line
extending between the first protrusions 316 (namely, in a
direction vertical to the drawing surface in FIG. 31). The
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liquid crystal domain formed in the transmission region T
and the liquid crystal domain formed in the reflection region
R are oriented so as to three-dimensionally match with each
other via the thus inclined liquid crystal molecule 31 posi-
tioned above the level difference 306 sandwiched therebe-
tween as the boundary.

As described above, in a liquid crystal display device of
the multi-gap system in which one picture element region
includes a plurality of portions where a liquid crystal layer
has different thicknesses, stable radially-inclined orientation
can be obtained by covering a level difference (a boundary)
present between the plural portions with an electrode. In
consideration of effective suppression of discontinuity in the
orientation derived from the level difference, it is preferred
that a protrusion is surrounded with the level differences
(when seen from the substrate normal direction).

Although a combination type liquid crystal display device
including a transmission region T and a reflection region R
is herein exemplified, it goes without saying that the inven-
tion can realize stable radially-inclined orientation also in a
transmission type liquid crystal display device and a reflec-
tion type liquid crystal display device of the multi-gap
system by covering a level difference with an electrode. The
electrode used for covering the level difference is not limited
to the reflecting electrode. The level difference may be
covered with a transparent electrode or a transparent elec-
trode and a reflecting electrode may be stacked on the level
difference.

Furthermore, since the vertical alignment film is not
subjected to the rubbing treatment in this embodiment, no
rubbing streaks are caused in a displayed image and good
display with a high contrast ratio can be produced. In
contrast, in the case where the orientation is regulated by
subjecting the vertical alignment film to the rubbing treat-
ment, a pre-tilt angle of approximately 90 degrees (for
example, of 88 through 89 degrees) is caused in liquid
crystal molecules positioned in the vicinity of the substrate
surface, and hence, the black level may be varied due to
subtle variation in the pre-tilt angle. Therefore, the contrast
ratio s locally varied so that rubbing streaks may be caused.
This is because the variation in the black level more largely
affects the contrast ratio than the variation in the white level.

Still other combination type liquid crystal display devices
300E and 300F are schematically shown in FIGS. 324, 32B,
33A and 33B. When protrusions formed in the reflection
region R are omitted as in the combination type liquid
crystal display devices 300E and 300F shown in the FIGS.
32A, 32B, 33A and 33B, the area of a portion of the
reflection region R usable for display can be increased, so as
to improve the reflectance of the reflection region R.

While the combination type liquid crystal display device
300E of FIGS. 32A and 33B includes the second protrusions
326 formed on the counter substrate in the transmission
region T, the combination type liquid crystal display device
300F of FIGS. 33A and 33B includes the first protrusions
316 formed on the TFT substrate in the transmission region
T.

In the combination type liquid crystal display device 300F
of FIGS. 33A and 33B, the protrusion (namely, the first
protrusion 316) is provided in a low level portion of the
substrate having the level difference (namely, a portion
corresponding to the transmission region T of the TFT
substrate having the level difference 306). Therefore, the
protrusion can be formed in the step of patterning of a
transparent resin layer (preferably having photosensitivity)
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corresponding to the insulating layer 313 for forming the
opening 313a, and hence, the production process can be
advantageously simplified.

Furthermore, the protrusion used for forming the radially-
inclined orientation of the liquid crystal molecules may
work also as a spacer for keeping the gap between the
substrates (i.e., the thickness of the liquid crystal layer). For
example, as in combination type liquid crystal display
devices 300G, 300H and 3001 shown in FIGS. 34A, 34B,
35A, 35B, 36A and 36B, a second protrusion 326' also
functioning as the spacer for defining the thickness of the
liquid crystal layer 300 may be formed as the protrusion
disposed in the reflection region R. As shown in FIGS. 34A
through 36B, the second protrusion 326' is provided between
the TFT substrate and the counter substrate (more specifi-
cally, between the reflecting electrode 3127 and the counter
electrode 322) so as to keep the gap therebetween, and
works as the spacer for defining the thickness of the liquid
crystal layer 330.

When such a structure is employed, there is no need to
separately provide a spacer for defining the thickness of the
liquid crystal layer 330, and therefore, the production pro-
cess can be advantageously simplified to reduce the produc-
tion cost. Also, in the case where a spacer is provided
additionally to the protrusion, a portion where the spacer is
provided substantially makes no contribution to display.
However, when the second protrusion 326' also works as the
spacer as in the combination type liquid crystal display
devices 300G, 300H and 3001, the area of a portion usable
for display can be increased so as to improve the aperture
ratio.

When the second protrusion 326 disposed in the trans-
mission region T is formed from the same material and in the
same step as the second protrusion 326' disposed in the
reflection region R and also functioning as the spacer as
shown in FIGS. 34A and 34B, the production cost can be
further reduced. Also, when the second protrusion 326
disposed in the transmission region T is formed to be lower
than the second protrusion 326' disposed in the reflection
region R and also functioning as the spacer as shown in
FIGS. 35A and 35B, the area of the inclined side face of the
protrusion can be reduced so as to lower the existing
probability of liquid crystal molecules that might cause light
leakage. Therefore, the contrast ratio can be improved.
When the first protrusion 316 formed on the TFT substrate
is disposed in the transmission region T as shown in FIGS.
36A and 36B, the first protrusion 316 can be formed in the
step of forming the opening 313« in the insulating film 313
as described above, and hence, the production cost can be
further reduced.

Although the area of the transmission region T is larger
than the area of the reflection region R in each picture
element region of the devices of FIGS. 27A through 36B, it
goes without saying that the area of the reflection region R
can be larger than the area of the transmission region T as in
combination type liquid crystal display devices 300J and
300K shown in FIGS. 37A, 37B, 38A and 38B. Two
reflection regions R may be disposed so as to sandwich a
transmission region T as shown in FIGS. 37A and 37B, or
a transmission region T may be disposed at the end of the
picture element region as shown in FIGS. 38A and 38B. The
arrangement of the reflection region R can be determined in
accordance with the layout of elements that do not transmit
light, such as lines (a scanning line, a signal line, an storage
capacitance line and the like) and a TFT. Since a portion
where the element not transmitting light is formed cannot be
used as the transmission region T, the reflection region R is
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formed in the portion where the element not transmitting
light is formed, so that the area of a portion of the picture
element region substantially usable for display can be
increased.

Combination type liquid crystal display devices 3001 and
300M each including two reflection regions R disposed so as
to sandwich a transmission region T are schematically
shown in FIGS. 39A, 39B, 40A and 40B.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 3001
of FIGS. 39A and 39B includes second protrusions 326 and
326' formed on the counter substrate respectively in the
transmission region T and the two reflection regions R, and
the second protrusion 326' disposed in one of the reflection
regions R also works as the spacer.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 300M
of FIGS. 40A and 40B includes a first protrusion 316 formed
on the TFT substrate in the transmission region T and a
second protrusion 326' formed on the counter substrate in
merely one of the reflection regions R. The second protru-
sion 326' disposed in one reflection region R alone also
works as the spacer. When a protrusion disposed in another
reflection region R is omitted and the first protrusion 316
formed on the TFT substrate is disposed in the transmission
region T in this manner, the aperture ratio can be improved
as well as the production cost can be reduced.

Although the protrusion formed on the substrate is in the
shape of a truncated cone in the above-described devices, the
shape of the protrusion is not limited to this. A protrusion 16'
having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section taken
along the substrate surface as shown in FIGS. 41A, 41B and
41C may be used instead.

The protrusion 16' of FIGS. 41A, 41B and 41C has an
inclined side face 16s and a top face 16¢ and the inclined side
face 16s is inclined at an angle 8 against the surface of the
picture element electrode 12 (parallel to the surface of the
substrate 11). Needless to say, the protrusion 16' may not
have the top face 16z.

In the protrusion 16' having a substantially cross-shaped
cross-section, the area of the inclined side face 16s causing
the orientation-regulating force in the liquid crystal mol-
ecules 31 of the liquid crystal layer 30 is larger than a
protrusion having a substantially circular cross-section and
occupying substantially the same area. Therefore, the pro-
trusion 16' can exhibit larger orientation-regulating force
against the liquid crystal molecules 31. Accordingly, when
the protrusion 16' of FIGS. 41A, 41B and 41C having a
substantially cross-shaped cross-section is used, the radially-
inclined orientation can be more stabilized and the response
speed under voltage application can be improved.

FIG. 42 shows the response speed in a liquid crystal
display device including a protrusion having a substantially
circular cross-section and a liquid crystal display device
including a protrusion having a substantially cross-shaped
cross-section. In the graph of FIG. 42, the abscissa indicates
the cell thickness (um) and the ordinate indicates the
response speed (msec.). In FIG. 42, O denotes the response
speed obtained when the cross-section is in a substantially
circular shape and + denotes the response speed obtained
when the cross-section is in a substantially cross shape. As
shown in FIG. 42, the response speed is higher when the
cross-section is in a substantially cross shape than when the
cross-section is in a substantially circular shape.

Needless to say, when the size of the protrusion is
increased, the area of the inclined side face is increased, and
hence, the orientation-regulating force can be increased by
increasing the size of the protrusion. However, when the size
of the protrusion is increased, the area occupied by the
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protrusion in the picture element region is also increased.
Therefore, the area of a portion of the picture element region
used for display is reduced, resulting in lowering the aper-
ture ratio. In contrast, when the protrusion has a substan-
tially cross-shaped cross-section, the area of the inclined
side face can be increased without increasing the area
occupied by the protrusion as compared with the case where
the protrusion has a substantially circular cross-section.
Accordingly, the orientation-regulating force against the
liquid crystal molecules 31 can be increased without low-
ering the aperture ratio.

Furthermore, when the protrusion 16' having a substan-
tially cross-shaped cross-section is used, directivity can be
caused in existing probabilities of liquid crystal molecules
oriented along all the azimuth directions. Therefore, when
the protrusion 16' having a substantially cross-shaped cross-
section is used in a liquid crystal display device equipped
with polarizing plates, the transmittance can be improved by
optimizing the positional relationship between the directions
of the polarization axes of the polarizing plates and the
direction of the crossing lines of the cross. Thus, the
transmittance can be improved so that brighter display can
be realized and the contrast ratio can be improved. This will
be described in detail.

FIG. 43 shows transmittance intensity directivity against
an applied voltage (V) obtained when the protrusion has a
substantially circular cross-section and when the protrusion
has a substantially cross-shaped cross-section. In FIG. 43, a
broken line denotes the transmittance intensity directivity
obtained when the protrusion has a substantially circular
cross-section, and a solid line denotes the transmittance
intensity directivity obtained when the protrusion has a
substantially cross-shaped cross-section. The transmission
intensity directivity is expressed as I,/(I,+1,), wherein 1, is
transmittance intensity obtained when a pair of polarizing
plates in a crossed Nicols state are in given arrangement and
I, is transmittance intensity obtained when the polarization
axes are rotated from this arrangement by 45 degrees. In the
case where the protrusion has a substantially cross-shaped
cross-section, transmittance intensity obtained when the
polarization axis directions of the polarizing plates accord
with the direction of the crossing lines of the cross is defined
as the transmittance intensity I.. In the case where liquid
crystal molecules are oriented in equivalent probabilities
along all the azimuth directions, the transmittance intensity
directivity is 0.5, and in the case where completely divided
orientation is attained, the transmittance intensity directivity
is 0or 1.

When the protrusion has a substantially circular cross-
section, the transmittance intensity directivity is approxi-
mately 0.5 regardless of the applied voltage as shown in
FIG. 43. This is because, when the protrusion has a sub-
stantially circular cross-section, the liquid crystal molecules
are oriented along all the azimuth directions in equivalent
probabilities both under application of a voltage and under
application of no voltage.

In contrast, in the case where the protrusion has a sub-
stantially cross-shaped cross-section, the transmittance
intensity directivity is smaller than 0.5 when no voltage is
applied and is larger than 0.5 when a sufficiently high
voltage is applied. This means that when the polarization
axes of the polarizing plates disposed in the crossed Nicols
state accord with the directions of the crossing lines of the
cross, darker black display and brighter white display can be
realized and the contrast ratio can be improved. This is for
the following reason:
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The reason why darker black display can be realized will
be described with reference to FIGS. 44A, 44B and 44C.
FIGS. 44 A, 44B and 44C schematically show the orientation
states of liquid crystal molecules 31 under application of no
voltage. Specifically, FIG. 44A is a top view of the orien-
tation state obtained when the protrusion 16' having a
substantially cross-shaped cross-section is provided, FIG.
44B is a top view of the orientation state obtained when the
protrusion 16 having a substantially circular cross-section is
provided, and FIG. 44C is a cross-sectional view taken along
line 44C—44C" of FIGS. 44A and 44B.

As shown in FIG. 44C, when no voltage is applied, there
are liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented to be inclined due to
the anchoring effect of the inclined side face 16s, and hence,
light leakage may be caused due to the birefringent effect of
these inclined liquid crystal molecules 31.

In the case where the protrusion has a substantially
cross-shaped cross-section, the azimuth directions of the
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules 31 inclined under
application of no voltage are parallel or vertical to the
directions the crossing lines of the cross (that is, a first
direction FD and a second direction SD crossing each other
at right angles) as shown in FIG. 44A. Therefore, when the
directions of the polarization axes of the polarizing plates
accord with the directions of the crossing lines of the cross,
the azimuth directions of the orientation of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 inclined under application of no voltage are
parallel or vertical to the polarization axes of the polarizing
plates. Accordingly, the liquid crystal molecules 31 inclined
under application of no voltage do not cause a phase
difference in incident light, resulting in suppressing light
leakage.

In contrast, in the case where the protrusion has a sub-
stantially circular cross-section, the liquid crystal molecules
31 inclined due to the effect of the inclined side face 165 are
oriented along all the azimuth directions in equivalent
probabilities as shown in FIG. 44B. Therefore, no matter
how the polarization axes of the polarizing plates are set,
there are liquid crystal molecules oriented along a direction
inclined against the polarization axes. Accordingly, light
leakage may be caused.

As described above, when the protrusion has a substan-
tially cross-shaped cross-section, the occurrence of light
leakage can be suppressed under application of no voltage
by optimizing the directions of the polarization axes of the
polarizing plates, so that darker black display can be real-
ized.

Next, the reason why brighter white display can be
realized will be described with reference to FIGS. 45A and
45B. FIGS. 45A and 45B schematically show the orientation
states of liquid crystal molecules 31 under voltage applica-
tion. Specifically, FIG. 45A is a top view of the orientation
state obtained when the protrusion 16 having a substantially
circular cross-section is provided and FIG. 45B is a top view
of the orientation state obtained when the protrusion 16'
having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is pro-
vided.

In the case where the protrusion 16 having a substantially
circular cross-section is provided, liquid crystal molecules
31 present in the vicinity of the inclined side face 16s are
oriented along all the azimuth directions in equivalent
probabilities due to the orientation-regulating force (the
anchoring effect) of the inclined side face 16s under appli-
cation of no voltage as shown in F1G. 44B. Therefore, when
a voltage is applied through the liquid crystal layer 30, liquid
crystal molecules 31 other than those present in the vicinity
of the inclined side face 16s are inclined along directions
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matching with the orientation directions of the liquid crystal
molecules 31 inclined due to the orientation-regulating force
of the inclined side face 16s. As a result, as shown in FIG.
45A, the liquid crystal molecules 31 of the liquid crystal
layer 30 are oriented along all the azimuth directions in
equivalent probabilities.

On the other hand, in the case where the protrusion 16'
having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is pro-
vided, the azimuth directions of the orientation of liquid
crystal molecules 31 inclined under application of no volt-
age are parallel or vertical to the directions of the crossing
lines of the cross (namely, the first direction FD and the
second direction SD crossing each other at right angles) as
shown in FIG. 44A. Therefore, when a voltage is applied
through the liquid crystal layer 30, liquid crystal molecules
31 other than those present in the vicinity of the inclined side
face 16s are inclined along directions matching with the
orientation directions of the liquid crystal molecules 31
inclined due to the orientation-regulating force of the
inclined side face 16s. As a result, the existing probability of
liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented along directions at an
angle of approximately 45 degrees against the directions of
the crossing lines of the cross is comparatively high as
shown in FIG. 45B. Therefore, when a pair of polarizing
plates are disposed in such a manner that the directions of
the polarization axes of the polarizing plates accord with the
directions of the crossing lines of the cross, namely, in such
a manner that the polarization axis of one polarizing plate is
parallel to the first direction FD and the polarization axis of
the other polarizing plate is parallel to the second direction
SD, light transmittance can be improved because the exist-
ing probability of the liquid crystal molecules 31 oriented
along directions at an angle of approximately 45 degrees
against the polarization axes of the polarizing plates is
comparatively high.

As described above, when the protrusion has a substan-
tially cross-shaped cross-section, the light transmittance
under voltage application can be improved by optimizing the
directions of the polarization axes of the polarizing plates, so
that brighter white display can be realized.

Although the protrusion 16' having a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section consisting of linear sides is shown in
FIGS. 41A and 41B, the shape of the protrusion 16' is not
limited to this. A protrusion having a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section including curved sides can attain the
same effect. The cross-section may be in a substantially
cross shape including four quarter arc-shaped sides as shown
in FIG. 46A or may be in a substantially cross shape
consisting of four quarter arc-shaped sides alone as shown in
FIG. 46B. In order to increase the orientation-regulating
force without lowering the aperture ratio, the substantially
cross-shaped cross-section is preferably formed from the
linear sides as shown in FIGS. 41A and 41B.

Examples of the arrangement of the protrusion having a
substantially cross-shaped cross-section will be described by
taking a combination type liquid crystal display device as an
example. In the following description, the protrusion having
a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is formed on the
counter substrate, but it may be formed on the TFT substrate
or may be used together with a protrusion having a substan-
tially circular cross-section as described later.

For example, a protrusion 226' formed on the counter
substrate may be disposed in the transmission region (i.e.,
the transparent electrode 212¢) as in combination type liquid
crystal display devices 290a and 2905 respectively shown in
FIGS. 47A and 47B. Alternatively, the protrusion 226'
formed on the counter substrate may be disposed to extend
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over both the transmission region (i.e., the transparent
electrode 212¢) and the reflection region (i.e., the reflecting
electrode 212r) as in combination type liquid crystal display
devices 290¢ and 2904 respectively shown in FIGS. 48A and
48B. In consideration of the aperture ratio, the arrangement
of FIG. 47A or 47B is preferred, and in consideration of
increase of the orientation-regulating force for improving
the response speed, the arrangement of FIG. 48A or 48B is
preferred.

Also, the protrusion 226' may be disposed with the
crossing lines of the cross extending vertically or in parallel
to the sides for defining the picture element region as shown
in FIGS. 47A and 48A. Alternatively, the protrusion 226'
may be disposed with the crossing lines of the cross inclined
(at an angle of, for example, approximately 45 degrees)
against the sides for defining the picture element region as
shown in FIGS. 47B and 48B. In either arrangement, the
transmittance and the contrast ratio can be improved by
allowing the directions of the polarization axes of the
polarizing plates to accord with the directions of the crossing
lines of the cross. Conversely speaking, even when there is
restriction in the layout of the polarizing plates, the trans-
mittance can be improved by optimizing the arrangement of
the protrusion 226' (namely, the directions of the crossing
lines of the cross).

Now, specific structures of combination type liquid crys-
tal display devices 330 and 340 each including a protrusion
326' having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section
formed on the counter substrate will be described with
reference to FIGS. 49, 50 and 51. FIG. 49 is a top view for
schematically showing the combination type liquid crystal
display device 330, FIG. 50 is a cross-sectional view taken
along line 50A-50A' of FIG. 49, and FIG. 51 is a top view
for schematically showing the combination type liquid crys-
tal display device 340. In the following description, like
reference numerals are used to refer to elements having
substantially the same functions as those of the combination
type liquid crystal display devices 300 and 310 shown in
FIGS. 23, 24 and 25 so as to omit the description.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 330 or
340 shown in FIGS. 49, 50 and 51 has two transmission
regions T in one picture element region, and the protrusion
326' having a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is
formed on the counter electrode 322 so as to be positioned
at the center of each transmission region T.

In the combination type liquid crystal display device 330
shown in FIGS. 49 and 50, the protrusion 326' is disposed
with the directions of the crossing lines of the cross extend-
ing vertically or in parallel to the sides for defining the
picture element region. In contrast, in the combination type
liquid crystal display device 340 shown in FIG. 51, the
protrusion 326' is disposed with the directions of the cross-
ing lines of the cross inclined (at an angle of, for example,
approximately 45 degrees) against the sides for defining the
picture element region.

Although the protrusion 326' is disposed in the transmis-
sion region T in the combination type liquid crystal display
devices 330 and 340 shown in FIGS. 49, 50 and 51, the
protrusion 326' may be disposed in the reflection region R.
Alternatively, the protrusion 326' may be disposed to extend
over both the transmission region T and the reflection region
R as in a combination type liquid crystal display device 350
shown in FIGS. 52, 53A and 53B.

Also, the protrusion 326' may be independently disposed
in each picture element region as in the combination type
liquid crystal display device 350 shown in FIGS. 52, 53A
and 53B, or the protrusion 326' may be provided integrally
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with another adjacent protrusion 326' (including another
protrusion 326' formed in another picture element region) as
in a combination type liquid crystal display device 360
shown in FIG. 54.

Although the protrusion having a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section alone is provided in the above-de-
scribed devices, which, of course, does not limit the inven-
tion. The protrusion having a substantially cross-shaped
cross-section may be used in combination with a protrusion
having a cross-section in another shape. Also, although the
protrusion with a substantially cross-shaped cross-section is
provided on one substrate (the counter substrate) but no
protrusion is formed on the other substrate (TFT substrate)
in the above-described devices, which, of course, does not
limit the invention. The protrusion having a substantially
cross-shaped cross-section formed on one substrate may be
used in combination with another protrusion formed on the
other substrate.

A liquid crystal display device 190 including a first
protrusion 16 having a substantially circular cross-section
and a second protrusion 26' having a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section is schematically shown in FIGS. 55A
and 55B. FIG. 55A is a schematic top view of the liquid
crystal display device 190 and FIG. 55B is a cross-sectional
view taken along line 55B-55B' of FIG. 55A.

The liquid crystal display device 190 includes a plurality
of first protrusions 16 formed on the surface of the TFT
substrate 10 facing the liquid crystal layer 30 and a plurality
of second protrusions 26' formed on the surface of the
counter substrate 20 facing the liquid crystal layer 30. The
first protrusion 16 has a substantially circular cross-section
and the second protrusion 26' has a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section.

As shown in FIG. 55A, the nine first protrusions 16 are
arranged so as to form four square lattices, and the second
protrusions 26' are respectively positioned at the centers of
the four square lattices. Also, the four second protrusions 26'
together form a square lattice. Also in the case where the first
protrusion 16 having a substantially circular cross-section
and the second protrusion 26' having a substantially cross-
shaped cross-section are used in combination, the radially-
inclined orientation of liquid crystal domains formed in the
liquid crystal layer 30 under voltage application can be
further stabilized by thus arranging the first protrusions 16
and the second protrusions 26'.

A combination type liquid crystal display device 370
including a first protrusion 316 having a substantially cir-
cular cross-section and a second protrusion 326' having a
substantially cross-shaped cross-section is schematically
shown in FIG. 56.

The combination type liquid crystal display device 370 of
FIG. 56 has two transmission regions T, and the second
protrusion 326' having a substantially cross-shaped cross-
section is formed on the counter electrode 322 so as to be
positioned at the center of each transmission region T. The
first protrusions 316 formed on the TFT substrate are pro-
vided out of the picture element region in portions corre-
sponding to the signal line 343 and the scanning line 344. As
shown in FIG. 56, the six first protrusions 316 are arranged
so as to form two square lattices, and the second protrusions
326' are respectively positioned at the centers of the two
square lattices. Thus, the radially-inclined orientation can be
further stabilized.

(Arrangement of Polarizing Plate and Phase Plate)
In the so-called vertical alignment type liquid crystal
display device including a liquid crystal layer in which
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liquid crystal molecules having the negative dielectric
anisotropy are vertically oriented under application of no
voltage, a display can be produced in a variety of display
modes. For example, not only a birefringence mode for
producing a display by controlling the birefringence of the
liquid crystal layer with an electric field but also an optical
rotating mode and a combination of the optical rotating
mode and the birefringence mode can be employed as the
display mode. When a pair of polarizing plates are provided
on the outer surfaces (the surfaces not facing the liquid
crystal layer 30) of the pair of substrates (for example, the
TFT substrate and the counter substrate) in each of the liquid
crystal display devices described in Embodiments 1 and 2,
aliquid crystal display device of the birefringence mode can
be obtained. Also, a phase compensating device (typically, a
phase plate) may be provided if necessary. Furthermore, a
liquid crystal display device capable of bright display can be
obtained by using substantially circularly polarized light.

According to the invention, the stability of the radially-
inclined orientation of liquid crystal domains can be
improved, so as to further improve the display quality of a
conventional liquid crystal display device having a wide
viewing angle characteristic. Furthermore, the invention
provides a highly reliable liquid crystal display device in
which the radially-inclined orientation can be easily restored
even when it is destroyed by external force.

While the present invention has been described in pre-
ferred embodiments, it will be apparent to those skilled in
the art that the disclosed invention may be modified in
numerous ways and may assume many embodiments other
than those specifically set out and described above. Accord-
ingly, it is intended by the appended claims to cover all
modifications of the invention that fall within the true spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate;

a liquid crystal layer disposed between the first substrate

and the second substrate; and

a plurality of picture element regions each defined by a

first electrode provided on a surface of the first sub-
strate facing the liquid crystal layer and a second
electrode provided on a surface of the second substrate
facing the liquid crystal layer,

wherein the first substrate has, on the surface thereof

facing the liquid crystal layer, at least one first protru-
sion with an inclined side face correspondingly to each
of the plurality of picture element regions, and

a portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of the

plurality of picture element regions is in a substantially
vertical orientation state under application of no volt-
age, and includes at least a part of a first liquid crystal
domain placed in a radially-inclined orientation state
about the at least one first protrusion under voltage
application so that when viewed from above liquid
crystal molecules in the first liquid crystal domain
extend outwardly in substantially all directions from
the periphery of the protrusion, for producing a display
by changing an orientation state of the liquid crystal
layer in accordance with an applied voltage.

2. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the at least one first protrusion is formed within each of the
plurality of picture element regions.

3. The liquid crystal display device of claim 2, wherein
the at least one first protrusion is plural in number, and
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the portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of
the plurality of picture element regions includes a
plurality of first liquid crystal domains all placed in the
radially-inclined orientation state under voltage appli-
cation.

4. The liquid crystal display device of claim 2, wherein
the second substrate has, on the surface thereof facing the
liquid crystal layer, at least one second protrusion with an
inclined side face correspondingly to each of the plurality of
picture element regions,

the portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of
the plurality of picture element regions includes, under
voltage application, at least a part of a second liquid
crystal domain placed in a radially-inclined orientation
state about the at least one second protrusion, and

inclination directions of liquid crystal molecules in the
first liquid crystal domain are continuous with inclina-
tion directions of liquid crystal molecules in the second
liquid crystal domain.

5. The liquid crystal display device of claim 4, wherein
the at least one second protrusion is plural in number, and

at least some of the plural second protrusions are formed
out of each of the plurality of picture element regions.

6. The liquid crystal display device of claim 4, wherein a
cross-section, taken along a surface of the second substrate,
of the at least one second protrusion is in a shape having
rotational symmetry.

7. The liquid crystal display device of claim 4, wherein
the at least one second protrusion is plural in number, and

at least some of the plural second protrusions are arranged
so as to have rotational symmetry.

8. The liquid crystal display device of claim 4, wherein
the inclined side face of the at least one second protrusion is
inclined at an angle of 5 degrees through 85 degrees against
the surface of the second substrate.

9. The liquid crystal display device of claim 2, wherein
the second electrode has at least one opening,

the portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of

the plurality of picture element regions includes, under
voltage application, a second liquid crystal domain
placed in a radially-inclined orientation state about the
at least one opening, and

inclination directions of liquid crystal molecules in the

first liquid crystal domain are continuous with inclina-
tion directions of liquid crystal molecules in the second
liquid crystal domain.

10. The liquid crystal display device of claim 9, wherein
a shape of the at least one opening seen from a normal
direction of the second substrate has rotational symmetry.

11. The liquid crystal display device of claim 9, wherein
the at least one opening is plural in number, and

at least some of the plural openings are arranged so as to

have rotational symmetry.

12. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
a cross-section, taken along a surface of the first substrate,
of the at least one first protrusion is in a shape having
rotational symmetry.

13. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the at least one first protrusion is plural in number, and

at least some of the plural first protrusions are arranged so

as to have rotational symmetry.

14. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the inclined side face of the at least one first protrusion is



US 7,139,055 B2

37

inclined at an angle of 5 degrees through 85 degrees against
the surface of the first substrate.

15. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the first electrode includes a transparent electrode and a
reflecting electrode,

each of the plurality of picture element regions includes a

transmission region for producing a display in a trans-
mission mode and a reflection region for producing a
display in a reflection mode, and

the liquid crystal layer has a larger thickness in the

transmission region than in the reflection region.

16. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the first substrate further includes an active element pro-
vided correspondingly to each of the plurality of picture
element regions,

the first electrode corresponds to picture element elec-

trodes respectively provided in the plurality of picture
element regions to be switched by the active element,
and

the second electrode corresponds to at least one counter

electrode opposing the picture element electrodes.

17. The liquid crystal display device of claim 1, wherein
the second substrate further includes an active element
provided correspondingly to each of the plurality of picture
element regions,

the second electrode corresponds to picture element elec-

trodes respectively provided in the plurality of picture
element regions to be switched by the active element,
and

the first electrode corresponds to at least one counter

electrode opposing the picture element electrodes.
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18. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate;

a second substrate;

a liquid crystal layer disposed between the first substrate
and the second substrate; and

a plurality of picture element regions each defined by a
first electrode provided on a surface of the first sub-
strate facing the liquid crystal layer and a second
electrode provided on a surface of the second substrate
facing the liquid crystal layer,

wherein the first substrate has, on the surface thereof
facing the liquid crystal layer, at least one first protru-
sion with an inclined side face correspondingly to each
of the plurality of picture element regions,

a portion of the liquid crystal layer included in each of the
plurality of picture element regions is in a substantially
vertical orientation state under application of no volt-
age, and includes at least a part of a first liquid crystal
domain placed in a radially-inclined orientation state
about the at least one first protrusion under voltage
application, for producing a display by changing an
orientation state of the liquid crystal layer in accor-
dance with an applied voltage;

wherein a cross-section, taken along a surface of the first
substrate, of the at least one first protrusion is in a shape
having rotational symmetry; and

wherein the cross-section, taken along the surface of the
first substrate, of the at least one first protrusion is in a
substantially circular shape.
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