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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE USING
DUAL LIGHT UNIT AND METHOD OF
FABRICATING THE SAME

The present invention claims the benefit of Korean Patent
Application Nos. 17653/2003, 29897/2003, and 35398/2003
filed in Korea on Mar. 21, 2003, May 12, 2003, and Jun. 2,
2003, respectively, which are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
(LCD) device and a method of fabricating an LCD device,
and more particularly, to an LCD device having dual light
units and a method of fabricating an LCD device having dual
light units.

2. Description of the Related Art

In general, LCD devices are flat panel display device hav-
ing a relatively small size, slim profile, and low power con-
sumption. Accordingly, LCD devices are commonly used in
mobile computers, such as notebook computers, office auto-
mation machines, and audio/video machines.

The LCD device displays images by manipulating trans-
mission of light through a liquid crystal material by control-
ling an electric field induced to the liquid crystal material. the
LCD device does not necessarily emit the light by itself, but
makes use of an external light source. Thus technique is in
contrast to other display devices, such as electro-lumines-
cence (EL) devices, cathode ray tube (CRT) devices, and light
emitting diode (LED) devices, which emit light on their own.

In general, the LCD devices can be classified into two
different categories: transmission LCD devices and reflective
LCD devices. The transmission LCD devices include a liquid
crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer interposed between
two substrates. In addition, the transmission LCD devices
include a back light unit that supplies the light to the liquid
crystal panel. However, it is difficult to manufacture trans-
mission LCD devices having thin profiles and that are light
weight due to the volume and the weight of the back light unit.
In addition, the back light unit requires large amounts of
electrical power.

Conversely, the reflective LCD devices are not separately
provided with light sources, but display images depending on
natural (ambient) light conditions. Thus, since the reflective
LCD devices do not require any additional light sources, the
reflective LCD devices consume small amounts of electrical
power and can be widely employed in mobile display devices,
such as electronic notes and personal digital assistants (PDA).
However, when the ambient light is not sufficient, i.e. at night,
a brightness level of the reflective LCD devices is lowered,
whereby the information displayed cannot be read. Thus, to
overcome this problem, a method of displaying images under
dark conditions includes installing a front light unit in the
reflective LCD devices.

FIG. 1 is a perspective schematic diagram of a reflective
LCD device using a front light unit according to the related
art, and FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the reflective LCD
device of FIG. 1 using a front light unit according to the
related art. In FIGS. 1 and 2, an active LCD 100 includes a
reflective liquid crystal panel 120 and a front light unit 110
positioned on the reflective liquid crystal panel 120 to provide
light. The reflective liquid crystal panel 120 is provided with
a first substrate 121 and a second substrate 122, wherein a
diffusing reflective electrode 123 is formed on the second
substrate 122. The diffusing reflective electrode 123 reflects
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ambient light supplied from an upper surface of the reflective
liquid crystal panel 120 or reflects incident light emitted from
the front light unit 110.

The front light unit 110 includes a light source 111, a light
guide plate 112, and a reflective mirror 113, wherein the light
source 111 generates light. The light guide plate 112 projects
the light onto a display surface of the reflective liquid crystal
panel 120. The reflective mirror 113 reflects the light gener-
ated from the light source 111 to the light guide plate 112.

In FIG. 2, the upper surface of the light guide plate 112 is
formed having a prismatic configuration such that the light
supplied from the light source 111 is reflected by an upper
surface and a lower surface of the light guide plate 112. Then,
the light supplied to the light guide plate 112 is supplied along
a direction perpendicular to the reflective liquid crystal panel
120 positioned below the light guide plate 112. Next, the light
supplied vertically to the reflective liquid crystal panel 120 is
reflected by a reflective electrode 123 of the reflective liquid
crystal panel 120, and travels upward over the light guide
plate 110, thereby displaying an image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a dual
LCD device using a dual light unit that substantially obviates
one or more problems due to limitations and disadvantages of
the related art.

An object of the present invention is to provide a dual LCD
device that uses one liquid crystal panel to display images on
both front and rear sides.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
method of fabricating a dual LCD device that uses one liquid
crystal panel to display images on both front and rear sides.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure par-
ticularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accor-
dance with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and
broadly described herein, a dual LCD device includes a liquid
crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer interposed between
a first substrate and a second substrate, first and second polar-
izing plates attached to opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal
panel, a first front light unit attached to a front side of the
liquid crystal panel, and a second front light unit attached to
a rear side of the liquid crystal panel.

In another aspect, a dual LCD device includes a liquid
crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer interposed between
a first substrate and a second substrate, first and second polar-
izing plates attached to opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal
panel, a first front light unit attached to a front side of the
liquid crystal panel, a second front light unit attached to a rear
side of the liquid crystal panel, and a fine reflecting and
scattering film prepared between the first polarizing plate and
the first front light unit and/or between the second polarizing
plate and the second front light unit.

In another aspect, a dual LCD device includes a liquid
crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer interposed between
afirst substrate and a second substrate, first and second polar-
izing plates attached to opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal
panel, a first front light unit attached to a front side of the
liquid crystal panel, a second front light unit attached to a rear
side of the liquid crystal panel, and a scattering film prepared
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between one of the first polarizing plate and the first front
light unit, and the second polarizing plate and the second front
light unit.

In another aspect, a method of fabricating a dual LCD
device includes providing a liquid crystal panel having a
liquid crystal layer interposed between a first substrate and a
second substrate, providing first and second polarizing plates
on opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal panel, providing a
first front light unit on a front side of the liquid crystal panel,
and providing a second front light unit on a rear side of the
liquid crystal panel.

In another aspect, a method of fabricating a dual LCD
device includes providing a liquid crystal panel having a
liquid crystal layer interposed between a first substrate and a
second substrate, providing first and second polarizing plates
to opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal panel, providing a
first front light unit on a front side of the liquid crystal panel,
providing a second front light unit on a rear side of the liquid
crystal panel, and providing a fine reflecting and scattering
film between one of'the first polarizing plate and the first front
light unit, and the second polarizing plate and the second front
light unit.

In another aspect, a method of fabricating a dual LCD
device includes providing a liquid crystal panel having a
liquid crystal layer interposed between a first substrate and a
second substrate, providing first and second polarizing plates
to opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal panel, providing a
first front light unit on a front side of the liquid crystal panel,
providing a second front light unit on a rear side of the liquid
crystal panel, and providing a fine reflecting and scattering
film between one of'the first polarizing plate and the first front
light unit, and the second polarizing plate and the second front
light unit.

In another aspect, a method of fabricating a dual LCD
device includes providing a liquid crystal panel having a
liquid crystal layer interposed between a first substrate and a
second substrate, providing first and second polarizing plates
on opposing surfaces of the liquid crystal panel, providing a
first front light unit on a front side of the liquid crystal panel,
providing a second front light unit on a rear side of the liquid
crystal panel, and providing a scattering film between one of
the first polarizing plate and the first front light unit, and the
second polarizing plate and the second front light unit.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective schematic diagram of a reflective
LCD device using a front light unit according to the related
art;

FIG. 2 is across sectional view of the reflective LCD device
of FIG. 1 using a front light unit according to the related art;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross sectional view of an exemplary
dual LCD device according to the present invention;

FIG. 41s a schematic cross sectional view of another exem-
plary dual LCD device according to the present invention;
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FIG. 5 is a schematic cross sectional view of another exem-
plary dual LCD device according to the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of exemplary mobile commu-
nication terminals according to the present invention;

FIGS. 7-10 are schematic cross sectional views of other
exemplary dual LCD devices according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 11 is a schematic cross sectional view of another
exemplary dual LCD device according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 12 is a schematic cross sectional view of another
exemplary dual LCD device according to the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 13 is a schematic cross sectional view of another
exemplary dual LCD device according to the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross sectional view of an exemplary
dual LCD device according to the present invention. In FIG.
3, a dual LCD device 300 may include a liquid crystal panel
330, a first polarizing plate 340, a second polarizing plate 350,
a first front light unit 310, and a second front light unit 320.
The liquid crystal panel 330 may be formed by filling a liquid
crystal layer 333 between a first substrate 331 and a second
substrate 332. In addition, the first polarizing plate 340 and
the second polarizing plate 350 may be attached to both
surfaces of the liquid crystal panel 330. For example, the first
front light unit 310 may be attached to a front side of the liquid
crystal panel 330, and the second front light unit 320 may be
attached to a rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330.

In FIG. 3, the exemplary liquid crystal panel 330 may be a
transmission-type display device, wherein the first substrate
331, such as a color filter substrate, and the second substrate
332, such as a thin film transistor substrate, may be spaced
from each other with a predetermined distance in between. In
the liquid crystal panel 330, the second substrate 332 may be
a transparent substrate having an inner surface upon which
gate bus lines and data bus lines are formed in matrix con-
figuration. In addition, a thin film transistor (TFT), which
may function as a switching device, may be formed adjacent
to each crossing of the gate bus lines and the data bus lines. A
pixel electrode, which may contact a drain electrode of the
TFT, may be formed at a position defined by the gate bus line
and the data bus line. The first substrate 331 may be provided
atalocation facing the second substrate 332, and may include
a transparent substrate having an inner surface upon which a
black matrix, a color filter layer, and a common electrode may
be formed.

Accordingly, if a voltage is supplied to one gate bus line
and one data bus line of the liquid crystal panel 330, as
described above, then only the TFT to which the voltage is
supplied is turned ON. Accordingly, a charge is stored on the
pixel electrode connected to the drain electrode of the TFT,
thereby changing angles of liquid crystal molecules filled
between common electrode and the drain electrode (i.e., pixel
electrode). Through this process, the LCD device may display
images on the liquid crystal panel 330 by control an electric
field induced to the liquid crystal material in order to transmit
light or prevent light from passing through the liquid crystal
material. For example, the liquid crystal panel 330 may be
operated in twist nematic (TN) mode.
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In FIG. 3, both sides of the liquid crystal panel 330 may be
further provided with the first polarizing plate 340 and the
second polarizing plate 350. For example, the first and second
polarizing plates 340 and 350 may be attached to both sur-
faces of the liquid crystal panel 330 so that an optical axis of
the first polarizing plate 340 may be perpendicular to an
optical axis of the second polarizing plate 350. Although not
shown, a compensation plate may be further formed on both
surfaces of the liquid crystal panel 330.

The first and second polarizing plates 340 and 350 may
transmit only light vibrating along one direction so as to
polarize ambient light. The compensation plate (not shown)
may be provided to compensate for phase changes of light
within the liquid crystal molecules, thereby solving viewing
angle problems. In addition, the compensation plate may be
uniaxial or may be biaxial.

In FIG. 3, the first front light unit 310 provided on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel 330 may include a light source
311 and a light guide plate 312. Accordingly, linear light
projected from the light source 311 of the first front light unit
310 may be supplied to the light guide plate 312 to form a
uniform surface light source. In addition, since the upper
surface of the light guide plate 312 may be formed in a
prismatic configuration, the light supplied from the light
source 311 may be reflected by an upper surface and a lower
surface within the light guide plate 312 and pass through the
light guide plate 312. Then, the light supplied to the light
guide plate 312 may be supplied along a vertical direction to
the liquid crystal panel 330. In addition, a second front light
unit 320 may be provided at an opposing surface of the liquid
crystal panel 330, and may include a second light source 321
having a second light guide plate 322.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross sectional view of another exem-
plary dual LCD device according to the present invention, and
FIG. 5 is a schematic cross sectional view of another exem-
plary dual LCD device according to the present invention. In
FIG. 4, an image may be displayed at a rear side of an LCD
device when a first front light unit is turned ON, according to
the present invention. In FIG. 5, an image may be displayed
on a front side of an LCD device when a second front light
unit is turned ON, according to the present invention.

InFIG. 4, if a first front light unit 310 is turned ON and the
liquid crystal panel 330 is in a normally white mode, and if no
voltage is supplied to the liquid crystal panel 330, then light
emitted from the first front light unit 310 may be transmitted
through the rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330. For
example, the light emitted from the first front light unit 310
may be transmitted through the first polarizing plate 340
provided on a side of the liquid crystal panel 330, and may be
converted into linearly polarized light. Then, the transmitted
light may be rotated along a liquid crystal molecular arrange-
ment by about 90°, and may travel in parallel with an optical
axis of the second polarizing plate 350 provided on the other
side of the liquid crystal panel 330. Accordingly, the light
transmitted through the liquid crystal panel 330 may be trans-
mitted through the second polarizing plate 350 so that an
image may be displayed on the rear side of the LCD.

However, as shown in FIG. 4, when a voltage is supplied to
the liquid crystal panel 330, the liquid crystal molecules arise
along a direction of the applied electric field. Thus, the light
that is linearly polarized along a direction by the first polar-
izing plate 340 maintains its polarization state, and may be
supplied to the second polarizing plate 350. Accordingly, the
light emitted from the first front light unit 310 may be
screened by the second polarizing plate 350, and may not
reach the rear side of the LCD. As shown in FIG. 4, the liquid
crystal panel 330 may function in a TN mode, such that the
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first front light 311 is in an ON state and an image displayed
on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330 is in a black
mode (i.e., “applied voltage™). Similarly, the second front
light 321 is in an OFF state, and an image displayed on the
front side of the liquid crystal panel 330 is in a white mode
(i.e., “non voltage™).

Accordingly, the amount of the light that is transmitted
through the liquid crystal panel 330 may be adjusted by
selectively controlling the light supplied to the liquid crystal
panel 330. Thus, a desired image may be displayed on the rear
side of the LCD by controlling the voltage supplied to the
liquid panel 330 of a dual LCD device, according to the
present invention, and may determine whether to supply
power to a first front light unit 310.

In FIG. 5, if a second front light unit 320 is turned ON and
the liquid crystal panel 330 is in a normally white mode, and
if no voltage is supplied to the liquid crystal panel 330, then
the light emitted from the second front light unit 320 may be
transmitted through the front side of the liquid crystal panel
330. For example, the light emitted from the second front
light unit 320 may be transmitted through the second polar-
izing plate 350 provided on a side of the liquid crystal panel
330, and may be converted into linearly polarized light. Then,
the transmitted light may be rotated along a liquid crystal
molecular arrangement by about 90°, and may travel in par-
allel with an optical axis of the first polarizing plate 340
provided on the other side of the liquid crystal panel 330.
Accordingly, the light that transmitted through the liquid
crystal panel 330 may be transmitted to the first polarizing
plate 340 so that an image may be displayed on the front side
of the LCD.

However, as shown in FIG. 5, when a voltage is supplied to
the liquid crystal panel 330, the liquid crystal molecules arise
along a direction of the applied electric field. Thus, the light
that is linearly polarized in a direction by the second polariz-
ing plate 350 maintains its polarization state, and may be
supplied to the first polarizing plate 340. Accordingly, the
light emitted from the second front light unit 320 may be
screened by the first polarizing plate 340, and may not reach
the front side of the LCD. As shown in FIG. 5, the liquid
crystal panel 330 may function in a TN mode, such that the
second front light 321 is in an ON state and an image dis-
played on the front side of the liquid crystal panel 330 is in a
black mode (i.e., “applied voltage”). Similarly, the first front
light 311 is in an OFF state, and an image displayed on the
rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330 is in a white mode (i.e.,
“non voltage”).

According to the present invention, an image may be selec-
tively displayed on the front or the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel 330 according to whether the first front light 310
or the second front light 320 of the dual LCD device is turned
ON. Accordingly, a dual LCD device may be applied to
various types of display devices.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of exemplary mobile commu-
nication terminals according to the present invention. In FIG.
6, a mobile communication terminal 600 may employ a dual
LCD device 601 according to the present invention. Accord-
ingly, an image may be displayed on the front and rear sides
of the liquid crystal panel by using a liquid crystal panel, so
that a light weight and thin profile dual display-type mobile
communication terminal 600 may be configured. As
described above, the dual LCD device using a dual front light
unit, according to the present invention, may be a transmis-
sion-type LCD device having front light units on both sides
thereof, so that high quality images may be displayed on the
front side and the rear side of the LCD by using a single liquid
crystal panel.



US 7,391,485 B2

7

Meanwhile, when the dual LCD device using dual front
light units is applied to the mobile communication terminal
described above, the following problems may occur. If an
image is displayed using a transmission-type LCD device in
bright ambient conditions that are brighter than the light
emitted from the first front light unit, the image displayed on
the rear side of the LCD may not be seen very well. To
overcome this problem, a dual LCD device including a fine
reflecting and scattering film may be used.

FIGS. 7-10 are schematic cross sectional views of other
exemplary dual LCD devices according to the present inven-
tion. In FIG. 7, a dual LCD 700 may include a liquid crystal
panel 330, a first polarizing plate 340, a second polarizing
plate 350, a first front light unit 310, a second front light unit
320, and a fine reflecting and scattering film 710. The liquid
crystal panel 330 may be formed by filling a liquid crystal
layer 333 between a first substrate 331 and a second substrate
332, and the first polarizing plate 340 and the second polar-
izing plate 350 may be attached to both surfaces of the liquid
crystal panel 330. In addition, the first front light unit 310 may
be attached to a front side of the liquid crystal panel 330, and
the second front light unit 320 may be attached to a rear side
of the liquid crystal panel 330. Thus, the fine reflecting and
scattering film 710 may be prepared between the first polar-
izing plate 340 and a first front light unit 310.

When an image is displayed on the rear side of the LCD
700 due to a transmission light generated by a light emitted
from the first front light unit 310, the fine reflecting and
scattering film 710 may reflect, to the rear side, ambient light
supplied from the rear side of the LCD 700 to the liquid
crystal panel 330. However, if an image is displayed on the
rear side of the transmission LCD 700 in bright ambient
conditions and a brightness of the light emitted from the first
front light unit 310 is relatively darker than the bright ambient
conditions, then the image displayed on the rear side of the
LCD 700 may not be seen very well. Accordingly, the fine
reflecting and scattering film 710 may be prepared between
the first polarizing plate 340 and a first front light unit 310 to
solve such a problem. For example, when the ambient light is
relatively bright, the fine reflecting and scattering film 710
may reflect the ambient light to the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel 330 so that optical efficiency may be enhanced.
Thus, the brightness of the image displayed on the rear side of
the liquid crystal panel 330 may be enhanced.

The fine reflecting and scattering film 710 may also scatter
the transmitted light. Accordingly, the fine reflecting and
scattering film 710 may prevent Moiré phenomenon from
occurring, wherein straight or ill-defined lines are generated
due to a predetermined pattern of the light guide plate 312 of
the first front light unit 310 on a screen on which the image is
displayed. As commonly known, the Moiré phenomenon is
known as an interference fringe created when periodic pat-
terns are mutually overlapped with each other. When two or
more lattices having similar lattice constants are overlapped
with each other and light is irradiated onto the lattices,
straight or ill-defined lines having larger periods different
from periods of the lattices are generated. The material of the
fine reflecting and scattering film 710 may include a Ultra
Brightness (UB) film.

In FIG. 8, if a first front light unit 310 is turned ON and the
liquid crystal panel 330 is in a normally white mode, and if no
voltage is supplied to the liquid crystal panel 330, then the
light emitted from the first front light unit 310 may be trans-
mitted through the rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330.
For example, the light emitted from the first front light unit
310 may be transmitted through the first polarizing plate 340
provided on a side of the liquid crystal panel 330, and may be
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converted into linearly polarized light. The transmitted light
may be rotated along a liquid crystal molecular arrangement
by about 90°, and may travel in parallel with an optical axis of
the second polarizing plate 350 provided on the other side of
the liquid crystal panel 330. Accordingly, the light that trans-
mitted through the liquid crystal panel 330 may be transmit-
ted to the second polarizing plate 350 so that an image may be
displayed on the rear side of the LCD. Thus, when a user sees
an image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel
330 in bright ambient conditions, visibility is excellent and a
clear image may be provided due to the external light
reflected by the fine reflecting and scattering film 710.

In FIG. 8, when a voltage is supplied to the liquid crystal
panel 330, the liquid crystal molecules arise along a direction
of an applied electric field. Thus, light that is linearly polar-
ized along a direction by the first polarizing plate 340 may
maintain its polarization state and may be supplied to the
second polarizing plate 350. Accordingly, the light emitted
from the first front light unit 310 may be screened by the
second polarizing plate 350 and may not reach the rear side of
the LCD.

According to the present invention, the amount of the light
that is transmitted through the liquid crystal panel 330 may be
adjusted by selectively controlling the light supplied to the
liquid crystal panel 330. Thus, a desired image may be dis-
played on the rear side of the LCD by controlling the voltage
supplied to the liquid panel 330 of the dual LCD device,
according to the present invention, and may determine
whether to supply power to a first front light unit 310.

InFIGS. 7 and 8, the dual LCD device may employ the fine
reflecting and scattering film 710 to prevent the problems
where a displayed image is difficult to distinguish due to the
ambient light supplied from the rear side of the LCD when an
image is displayed on the rear side of the LCD. However, as
described and shown in FIG. 5, even when an image is dis-
played on the front side of the dual LCD, if the ambient light
is brighter than the light emitted from the second front light
unit 320, the image displayed on the front side of the LCD
may not be seen very well.

To overcome this problem, a dual LCD device including a
fine reflecting and scattering film 710 prepared between the
second polarizing plate 350 and a second front light unit 320
may be provided. The function of the fine reflecting and
scattering film 710 will be described with reference to FIGS.
7 and 8. Since only the prepared locations of the fine reflecting
and scattering films 710 and 720 (shown in FIG. 9) are dif-
ferent from each other, the detailed description on the dual
LCD device shown in FIG. 9 will be omitted. As shown in
FIG. 10, the fine reflecting and scattering films 710 and 720
may be prepared on the front side and the rear side of the dual
LCD device.

FIG. 11 is a schematic cross sectional view of another
exemplary dual LCD device according to the present inven-
tion. In FIG. 11, a dual LCD device 1100 may include a liquid
crystal panel 330, a first polarizing plate 340, a second polar-
izing plate 350, a first front light unit 310, a second front light
unit 320, a first scattering film 1110, and a second scattering
film 1120. The liquid crystal panel 330 may be formed by
filling a liquid crystal layer 333 between a first substrate 331
and a second substrate 332, wherein the first polarizing plate
340 and the second polarizing plate 350 may be attached to
both surfaces of the liquid crystal panel 330. In addition, the
first front light unit 310 may be attached to a front side of the
liquid crystal panel 330, and the second front light unit 320
may be attached to a rear side of the liquid crystal panel 330.
The first scattering film 1110 may be prepared between the
first polarizing plate 340 and a first front light unit 310, and
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the second scattering film 1120 may be prepared between the
second polarizing plate 350 and a second front light unit 320.

Since the first scattering film 1110 may be prepared
between the first polarizing plate 340 and a first front light
unit 310, Moiré phenomenon may be prevented from occur-
ring to make the image displayed on the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel 330 clear. Similarly, since the second scattering
film 1120 may be prepared between the second polarizing
plate 350 and a second front light unit 320, Moiré phenom-
enon may be prevented from occurring to make the image
displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal panel 330
clear. According to the present invention, the dual LCD
device 1110, as shown in FIG. 11, may include the first
scattering film 1110 and the second scattering film 1120 so
that the clearness of the images displayed on both sides of the
liquid panel 330 can be both improved.

According to the exemplary embodiments described
above, the dual LCD device having a liquid crystal panel may
be operating in a TN mode. However, the liquid crystal panel
may be operated in various different modes besides the TN
mode. For example, the dual LCD device may be operated in
an in-plane switching (IPS) mode and a vertical alignment
(VA) mode.

FIG. 12 is a schematic cross sectional view of another
exemplary dual LCD device according to the present inven-
tion. In FIG. 12, a dual LCD device using a dual front light
unit and provided with a liquid crystal panel may be operated
in an IPS mode. FIG. 13 is a schematic cross sectional view of
another exemplary dual LCD device according to the present
invention. In FIG. 13, a dual LCD device using a dual front
light unit and provided with a liquid crystal panel may be
operating in a VA mode.

In FIG. 12, a dual LCD device 1200 operating in an IPS
mode may include an IPS mode liquid crystal panel 1210, a
first polarizing plate 340, a second polarizing plate 350, a first
front light unit 310, a second front light unit 320, a first fine
reflecting and scattering film 710, and a second fine reflecting
and scattering film 720. The IPS mode liquid crystal panel
1210 may include manipulating liquid crystal molecules due
to applied horizontal electric fields. The first polarizing plate
340 and the second polarizing plate 350 may be attached to
both surfaces of the IPS mode liquid crystal panel 1210. In
addition, the first front light unit 310 may be attached to a
front side of the IPS mode liquid crystal panel 1210, and the
second front light unit 320 may be attached to a rear side of the
IPS mode liquid crystal panel 1210. The first fine reflecting
and scattering film 710 may be prepared between the first
polarizing plate 340 and a first front light unit 310, and the
second fine reflecting and scattering film 720 may be pre-
pared between the second polarizing plate 350 and a second
front light unit 320.

In the dual LCD device 1200 according to FIG. 12, a first
image may be displayed on the rear side of the dual LCD 1200
due to the operation of the first front light unit 310, and a
second image may be displayed on the front side of the dual
LCD device 1200 due to the operation of the second front
light unit 320. Since the function of the components of the
dual LCD device 1200 shown in FIG. 12 is similar to the dual
LCD devices described above, the detailed description will be
omitted for the sake of brevity.

InFIG, 13, adual LCD device 1300 operating in a VA mode
may include a VA mode liquid crystal panel 1310, a first
polarizing plate 340, a second polarizing plate 350, a first
front light unit 310, a second front light unit 320, a first fine
reflecting and scattering film 710, and a second fine reflecting
and scattering film 720. The first polarizing plate 340 and the
second polarizing plate 350 may be attached to both surfaces
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of'the VA mode liquid crystal panel 1310. In addition, the first
front light unit 310 may be attached to a front side of the VA
mode liquid crystal panel 1310, and the second front light unit
320 may be attached to a rear side of the VA mode liquid
crystal panel 1310. The first fine reflecting and scattering film
710 may be prepared between the first polarizing plate 340
and a first front light unit 310, and the second fine reflecting
and scattering film 720 may be prepared between the second
polarizing plate 350 and a second front light unit 320.

In the dual LCD device 1300 of FIG. 13, a first image may
be displayed on the rear side of the dual LCD device 1300 due
to the operation of the first front light unit 310, and a second
image may be displayed on the front side of the dual LCD
1300 due to the operation of the second front light unit 320.
Since the function of the components of the dual LCD device
1300 shown in FIG. 13 is similar to the dual LCD devices
described above, the detailed description will be omitted for
the sake of brevity.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the liquid crystal
display device using a dual light unit of the present invention
without departing from the spirit or scope of the invention.
Thus, it is intended that the present invention covers the
modifications and variations of this invention provided they
come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A dual LCD device, comprising:

a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer inter-

posed between a first substrate and a second substrate;
first and second polarizing plates attached to opposing
surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

a first front light unit having a first side attached to a front

side of the liquid crystal panel; and

a second front light unit having a first side attached to arear

side of the liquid crystal panel,
wherein the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,
wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unitis in an OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are attached to both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel such that optical axes of the first and
second polarizing plates are perpendicular to each other.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first front
light unit is operated to cause a first image to be displayed on
the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the second front
light unit is operated to cause a second image to be displayed
on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.

4. A dual LCD device, comprising:

a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer inter-

posed between a first substrate and a second substrate;
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first and second polarizing plates attached to opposing

surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

a first front light unit having a first side attached to a front

side of the liquid crystal panel;

asecond front light unit having a first side attached to a rear

side of the liquid crystal panel; and

a fine reflecting and scattering film prepared between one

of the first polarizing plate and the first front light unit,
and the second polarizing plate and the second front
light unit,
wherein the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,
wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unitisinan OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

5. The device according to claim 4, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are attached to both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel such that optical axes of the first and
second polarizing plates are perpendicular to each other.

6. The device according to claim 4, wherein the first front
light unit is operated to cause a first image to be displayed on
the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the second front
light unit is operated to cause a second image to be displayed
on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.

7. The device according to claim 4, wherein the fine reflect-
ing and scattering film is prepared between the first polarizing
plate and the first front light unit and receives ambient light
supplied from the rear side of the liquid crystal panel and
reflects the received ambient light to the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel.

8. The device according to claim 7, wherein the fine reflect-
ing and scattering film is prepared between the first polarizing
plate and the first front light unit and enhances a brightness of
the image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel.

9. The device according to claim 4, wherein the fine reflect-
ing and scattering film is prepared between the second polar-
izing plate and the second front light unit and receives ambi-
ent light supplied from the front side of the liquid crystal
panel and reflects the received ambient light to the front side
of the liquid crystal panel.

10. The device according to claim 9, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is prepared between the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit and enhances
a brightness of the image displayed on the front side of the
liquid crystal panel.

11. The device according to claim 4, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is prepared between the first
polarizing plate and the first front light unit and prevents
Moiré phenomenon from occurring when an image is dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel due to a light
emitted from the first front light unit.

12. The device according to claim 4, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is prepared between the second
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polarizing plate and the second front light unit and prevents
Moiré phenomenon from occurring when an image is dis-
played on the front side of the liquid crystal panel due to a
light emitted from the second front light unit.

13. A dual LCD device, comprising:

a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer inter-

posed between a first substrate and a second substrate;
first and second polarizing plates attached to opposing
surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

a first front light unit having a first side attached to a front

side of the liquid crystal panel;

a second front light unit having a first side attached to arear

side of the liquid crystal panel; and
a scattering film prepared between one of the first polariz-
ing plate and the first front light unit, and the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit,

wherein the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,
wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unit is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

14. The device according to claim 13, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are attached to both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel so that optical axes of the polarizing plates
are perpendicular to each other.

15. The device according to claim 13, wherein the first
front light unit is operated to cause a first image to be dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the
second front light unit is operated to cause a second image to
be displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.

16. The device according to claim 13 wherein the scattering
film is prepared between the first polarizing plate and the first
front light unit and prevents Moiré phenomenon from occur-
ring when an image is displayed on the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel due to a light emitted from the first front light
unit.

17. The device according to claim 13, wherein the scatter-
ing film is prepared between the second polarizing plate and
the second front light unit and prevents Moiré phenomenon
from occurring when an image is displayed on the front side
of the liquid crystal panel due to a light emitted from the
second front light unit.

18. A method of fabricating a dual LCD device, compris-
ing:

providing a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer

interposed between a first substrate and a second sub-
strate;

providing first and second polarizing plates on opposing

surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

providing a first front light unit having a first side on a front

side of the liquid crystal panel; and

providing a second front light unit having a first side on a

rear side of the liquid crystal panel,
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wherein the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,
wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unitis inan OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel such that optical axes of the first and
second polarizing plates are perpendicular to each other.

20. The method according to claim 18, wherein the first
front light unit is operated to cause a first image to be dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the
second front light unit is operated to cause a second image to
be displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.

21. A method of fabricating a dual LCD device, compris-
ing:

providing a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer

interposed between a first substrate and a second sub-
strate;

providing first and second polarizing plates to opposing

surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

providing a first front light unit having a first side on a front

side of the liquid crystal panel;

providing a second front light unit having a first side on a

rear side of the liquid crystal panel; and

providing a fine reflecting and scattering film between one

of the first polarizing plate and the first front light unit,
and the second polarizing plate and the second front
light unit,
wherein the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,
wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unitisinan OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel such that optical axes of the first and
second polarizing plates are perpendicular to each other.
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23. The method according to claim 21, wherein the first
front light unit is operated to cause a first image to be dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the
second front light unit is operated to cause a second image to
be displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.

24. The method according to claim 21, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the first
polarizing plate and the first front light unit and receives
ambient light supplied from the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel and reflects the received ambient light to the rear side of
the liquid crystal panel.

25. The method according to claim 24, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the first
polarizing plate and the first front light unit and enhances a
brightness of the image displayed on the rear side of the liquid
crystal panel.

26. The method according to claim 21, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit and receives
ambient light supplied from the front side of the liquid crystal
panel and reflects the received ambient light to the front side
of the liquid crystal panel.

27. The method according to claim 26, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit and enhances
a brightness of the image displayed on the front side of the
liquid crystal panel.

28. The method according to claim 21, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the first
polarizing plate and the first front light unit and prevents
Moiré phenomenon from occurring when an image is dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel due to a light
emitted from the first front light unit.

29. The method according to claim 21, wherein the fine
reflecting and scattering film is provided between the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit and prevents
Moiré phenomenon from occurring when an image is dis-
played on the front side of the liquid crystal panel due to a
light emitted from the second front light unit.

30. A method of fabricating a dual LCD device, compris-
ing:

providing a liquid crystal panel having a liquid crystal layer

interposed between a first substrate and a second sub-
strate;

providing first and second polarizing plates on opposing

surfaces of the liquid crystal panel;

providing a first front light unit having a first side on a front

side of the liquid crystal panel;

providing a second front light unit having a first side on a

rear side of the liquid crystal panel; and

providing a scattering film between one of the first polar-

izing plate and the first front light unit, and the second
polarizing plate and the second front light unit, wherein
the first and second front light units are disposed at
opposite sides of the liquid crystal panel, the first and
second front light units overlap each other with the lig-
uid crystal panel disposed therebetween, and the first
and second front light units each have second sides
opposite to the first sides having prismatic configura-
tions,

wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,

such that the first front light unit is in an ON state and an
image displayed on the rear side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and such that the first front light
unitis inan OFF state and an image displayed on the rear
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode, and
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wherein the liquid crystal panel functions in a TN mode,
such that the second front light unit is in an ON state and
an image displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal
panel is in a black mode, and the second front light unit
is in an OFF state and an image displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel is in a white mode.

31. The method according to claim 30, wherein the first and
second polarizing plates are provided on both surfaces of the
liquid crystal panel so that optical axes of the polarizing plates
are perpendicular to each other.

32. The method according to claim 30, wherein the first
front light unit is operated to cause a first image to be dis-
played on the rear side of the liquid crystal panel, and the
second front light unit is operated to cause a second image to
be displayed on the front side of the liquid crystal panel.
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33. The method according to claim 30, wherein the scat-
tering film is provided between the first polarizing plate and
the first front light unit and prevents Moiré phenomenon from
occurring when an image is displayed on the rear side of the
liquid crystal panel due to a light emitted from the first front
light unit.

34. The method according to claim 30, wherein the scat-
tering film is provided between the second polarizing plate
and the second front light unit and prevents Moiré phenom-
enon from occurring when an image is displayed on the front
side of the liquid crystal panel due to a light emitted from the
second front light unit.
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