a2 United States Patent

US006888522B1

@0) Patent No.:  US 6,888,522 B1

Shibata et al. 5) Date of Patent: May 3, 2005
(54) INFORMATION DISPLAY APPARATUS 6,219,022 B1 * 4/2001 Yamazaki et al. .......... 345/103
6,262,705 B1 * 7/2001 Inoue et al. ................ 345/100
(75) Inventors: Yoshifumi Shibata, Toyokawa (JP)’ 6,268,840 Bl * 7/2001 Huang ......................... 345/94
Kiyofumi Hashimoto, Suita (JP); Eiji 6,278,429 B1 * 872001 Ruthetal. .....ccconneenne 345/94
. Wi : 6,285,391 B1 * 9/2001 Shibata et al. ........... 348/14.07
g?fﬁﬁ};ﬂa;%}‘;;i.al\g?ﬁil;}[i‘;‘;zgﬁf?ml’ 6,414,669 Bl * 7/2002 MaSAZumi ..o, 345/98
.y A . ? 6,466,369 B1 * 10/2002 Maddock ...... ... 359/460
Kobe (JP); Koichi Kohriyama, 2002/0075202 AL * 62002 Fergason ... o 34532
Amagasaki (JP)
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
(73) Assignee: Minolta Co., Ltd., Osaka (JP) P 58005720 A 1/1983
(*) Notice: Subject. to any disclaimer,. the term of this ;g gggg%é 2 1%133‘7‘
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 P 10-011030 A 1/1998
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 1P 10-197850 A 7/1998
(21) Appl. No.: 09/537,773 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
. U.S. Appl. No. 09/510,847, filed Feb. 23, 2000, Yamakawa
) . 2 ’ ’ il
(22) Filed: Mar. 29, 2000 ot al.
(30) Foreign Application Priority Data Japanese Notice of Rejection issued on Japanese Patent
Application No. H11-008674.
Mar. 31, 1999 (IP) cceoveeveicciee e 11093007 ) )
Jun. 9, 1999 (JP) eovveeieieeeiereeiees e, 11-161939  * cited by examiner
Sep. 30, 1999 (IP) ovvorrrieeenerrseeeees s 21074 by Examiner—Vijay Shankar
1) Int. CL7 o ssistant Examiner—Nitin Pate
51) Imt.Cl G09G 3/36 A E —Nitin Patel
52) US.CL e 345/87; 345/99 ftorney, Agent, or rirm—oidley Austin Brown
(52) /87; 345/ 74) Atiorney, Ag Firm—Sidley Austin Brown &

(58) Field of Search 345/1, 3, 84, 85,
345/87, 88, 90, 92, 93, 94, 98, 99, 100,

118, 115, 103; 348/14.07, 571; 340/706,

708; 359/84, 85; 349/184

Wood LLP
67 ABSTRACT

An information display apparatus which has a liquid crystal
display which uses chiral nematic liquid crystal with a

(56) References Cited memory effect and can be driven by a matrix driving
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS methqd. The screen pf the dlsp.lay is divided along a
scanning line into a still picture display area and a motion
5049862 A * 9/1991 Dao et al. wvrrrrrerrierns 345/179  picture display area. The information display apparatus may
5319382 A * 6/1994 Fitzpatrick et al. ......... 345/621 have a first display and a second display on one screen. The
5657141 A * 8/1997 Teradaetal. ... 252/299.01  first display is a reflective type liquid crystal display with a
ST26679 A * 3/1998 Kanno etal. oo 345/100  memory effect, which has an advantage of saving energy,
5,754,160 A 51998 Shimizu etal. ............ 345/103 and is used exclusively to display a still picture. The second
ggéz’gg j: : 12’&333 Eli(;gzoetele """""""" 3;‘3?,?2 display is a liquid crystal display which requires only a short
5}933’128 A+ 8j’1999 Kuribayashi.et“z;.l """""" 3 45',95 time for writing. Information to be written in a short time,
5000850 A * 11/1999 Tnoue of al. ........... 345/103  Such as inputted information, is displayed on the second
6,043,798 A * 3/2000 Yamamoto et al. .......... 345/1.1  display.
6,133,895 A 10/2000 Huang ......c..ccccovvevennnn. 345/94
6,154,190 A * 11/2000 Yang et al. ....cccocrournnee. 345/94 15 Claims, 33 Drawing Sheets
10
100
10 L
[ 30 1530
[
NATRIX GONTROL
VIDEO WENORY | —JCONTROLL 1 DRIVING TYPE LIQUID
CIRCUIT 116 || cRvsTaL bispLaY

DEVICE

GO}
1

LIHE]




US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 1 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

AV1dS1Q TV1SAYD
1nBI7 3dAl
T04LINOT X141V

—
O
>, |
OI—

| =

0017

06—

10V 4

07— NdJ -y3]

-N1

ozmi_mo #wmwmmw AYOWIN 03C1A

f /

0t i 0f ;
0¥

[/ 9 /S




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 2 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl
FlaG, 2

20 40
/ [
VIDEQ MEMORY

CPU

CONTROL CIRCUIT

DATA ELECTRODE DRIVING ¢ L-132
36 ————J)c1 02 | e Ch
s T — — 100
R1 | {R1-C1 LRI-C2 LR1-Cn| /
SCAN R2 | | ] |
LR2-C1 LR2-C2 LR2-Ch
ELECTRODE N N S— L
R3 |1 R3-C1 LRI-C2 LR3-Cn
DRIVING | ° :
|C } :
Rm || Rm-C1 LRm-G2 LRm-Cn
—§ 1 | | I
l
131
FlG., J
ADDRESS B
|
ADDRESS A g 0
PIXEL TO BE

WRITTEN




US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 3 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

444448-400008 Y3I¥Y AV1dSIQ
41314 NOILOW NO ONILIuM

444449-400000 07— Nd?
NI3¥2S IT0HM NO ONILI¥M
¥IQUO SSINAAY ONILIUM 3LV0d0
001—. J ,
SANIT ¥9 A J 34440
Y3INY AY14S1Q . N -

mm:._.o_m ZO_._.OE@ s Shim m B R .”.”.rm.u*.m.nm.n*m
NO ONILIdMY | BEEEEEERE & | _ L1nJY19 : % $5540000d
SIN17 go; || 10¥INOD XIMLVA || 1041009
N89S JTOHM NIIHOS vl

NO DNTLINMY J 40011 o¢ 400000
pp————- ApR [ AYONIW 03QIA
781 1§l 0%
R
(S3N17%201) 8 4007
y 8/ 4



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 4 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

Fl1G. 5

MMF RATE FOR THE
LAST ONE WEEK (. 898%

RATE OF MIDDLE-TERM
FUNDS 0, 801%

AB SECURITIES
FOR YOUR FUND

STILL PICTURE
DISPLAY AREA

MOTION PICTURE
DISPLAY AREA

FlG. 6

100

ABODDh-AF’F‘F‘F‘h
2 B~ MOTION PICTURE
coocmh C?PFFh DISPLAY AREAS

......
ooooooo
.....




US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 5 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

f:_,

9LLL o

m:_H

GLI

TR zﬁ_ Ll st e
///.////,////L///”/__N//\/// Nw_.
VA A NW.\MMA\U.\WM\W\ Wu.Mﬂ\]MMN_\ 7 7 J /S 75 Sl S/ Kr\\\\”#—.—
w\///mu%\\k WNNWZZNONNZZZ NN ZAZ\ON ,\\\12_
///////////////////\»:AMA.\WJM,/\\N:
- \ﬁm\‘ﬂ\#\\h \mﬂ\.\.ﬁ \\\ N ra M.\wq\\\nnu M\w‘\\\ \\\ .A\W\MAH\.\HWMA .\WWH\M\F \\u — Ll
NN ON AN OZA NN 24N
///f/////J,/////////////,/\N:
) ]

uf»mf};/.wi.f.h.j.u.hﬂvuﬁhﬁ% - u..wwfﬂ.ﬂm/qrufnlﬂm\ﬁruhr/ nf.f-.fu«fu/.ﬁ‘.‘hﬂwﬂf.ru/uu/uﬂh.ﬂs/\ w
NN/ \NAAONAAINON G\ I
/\/////\,\mm\?wﬁ\w\»?\:c‘////m/, ////A\/l.ow_
]
6Ll (1§11 g l
e gy e Y Q el
v 001
O/ 4



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 6 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

FlG. &

/112

O O ¢ 0 0o O O
O 0O © 0 O O O
O O 0O 0 O O O
O O O (i (i © O

\




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 7 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

F/6. 710

Y
VALUE
VvV Vb VOLTAGE
APPLIED
F/lG., 71724
200msec
Smsec
MO mmmb TR T
Y —~——
(a)  ———t-mmmmmmmmmmmmmo oo
F/l6G., 770
S0msec
nnv__ﬂ.___:'_—>_q_,_<-—5msec
50V -————




U.S. Patent

May 3, 2005

PULSE WIDTH Tmsec
SPACE 2msec //

Sheet 8 of 33

Fl1G. 723

PULSE WIDTH imsec
SPACE 2msec

—= e eﬂ
100V -
T oo
(3) -]UHL OFF
] L Imsec
RESET
Fl G, 71250
PULSE WIDTH Tmsec
PULSE WIDTH Imsec SPACE 2msec
SPACE 2msec //
— e ] e ——:-.~<Tn~sec
\ .
100V = 100V
[] [] [1 40V
(b) _JUU'_ ON

Imsec

RESET SELECTIoN WATNTENANCE

US 6,888,522 Bl



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 9 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

FlG. 773

MEMORY (IMAGE DATA)  F~—21§
IHAGE DATA CONVERTER |,
220 DATA CONTROLLER  |-224
N
DATA DRIVER 999
223 221
( {
SCAN o o
CON- LI1QUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY
TROL- | |DRIVER
LER




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 10 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

F/l1G. 74

309

103+ —

o f
302

OO0 304

05—1°0 O O

67000
o000
o000

W—s0 0o g

308



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005

F/G. 754

INPUT

A0

0T S EETING 1

STARTS AT 3:007M
[N ROOM A

F/l1G. 7T58c¢

DESIGNATION OF PART
TO BE CHANGED

TQDAY'S MEETING
STARTS AT 3:00°M
s | 301

b e e ————— ——y

ROOM A ‘/3 07

F/16G. 75e

COMPLETION OF
REVISION

TODAY' S MEETING
STARTS AT 3:00PM
IN ROOM B 1-101

|02

Sheet 11 of 33

US 6,888,522 Bl

F/lG. 75056

ENTER

TODAY' S MEETING
STARTS AT 3:00PH
[N ROOM A

/S
301

/»’
302

FlG., 768d

REVISION

TODAY' § MEETING
STARTS AT 3:00PM

1011V BOEER

02—~




U.S. Patent

May 3, 2005 Sheet 12 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

F/G. 76

[ %)
—
[ —]

312

3154

316—

1>

Coooooood O
DO0O0oDO00000000 D
moooooopooooo [

) 0Ooo0oooooaaan
DDDDDDDDDDDD\J:

—_— Sl

wv-s

Fl16G., 77
312
110
WA
/311
F/ G, 768

3115 314 316 312

NN




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 13 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

A
-

F/l G, 79
310
312
315+
e
o e e Y o R i Y R D

OO0CO00O0OO00O0oOnO
COooooooooooog [
CJ 0o00Oo0o0O0ooon

—Noooooooooooc ]

o s s o i Y Y o |

|

3

F16. 20

3}1 5 316 312
!
NNIAI T IO BT EOIE. TS\

\‘QO&&\YQQ&A\




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 14 of 33

US 6,888,522 Bl

315~ MEETING ON q
MARCH O AT 1:00P% IN ROOM 1

e e . e et T  —— ——— ——— m e = — — —— e e — g

316

312

o e o o Y e s [ s Y e R >
OoooooOoooocoaooac
MOoOo000oO00a0000G.ao
[J OQggoooogoaood
oo Oooocoo0oonn

o s J I [

—311

318




U.S. Patent

May 3, 2005 Sheet 15 of 33

F/16. 222
DESIGNATION OF 1]

PART TO BE CHANGED e
/i

VEETING ON +315

MORE:
AT 1:007M 1N ROOM 1 1316

Fl16. 2250

DESIGNATION OF
LETTERS TO BE CHANGED 917

NEETING ON
A <

AT 1:00PM N ROOM 3 +316

1315

FlrG. 22c¢
REVISION n

MEETING O
UARCH 9

AT 1:00PH N ROOM 3 1316

f’315

Flra. 224
COMPLETION OF REVISION

MEETING ON +31%
MARCH § AT 1:00PM N ROOM 2

T316

US 6,888,522 Bl



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 16 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

FlG., 23

-315

AT 1:00PM IN ROOM 1

316

)
{




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 17 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

FlG., 24
320

o PRI
32‘]« Q/_..aza

-
I — <t 324

g ]

32? ]

2 <



US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 18 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

FIlG. 250

Fl1aG., 295a

321

EENGES

=
—_0
- —
LLry—
0o —
oz e
" -
ﬁ -l [ p-
]
{
B |
( [
¥ = |
L] s
(73 ] _m |
A/G ‘ =
- = —
|- =
[
lers =g
len=
||
0 =
s —
<1TJ ey —
o _AK
od
od
<D
/

—_—0
=

ol —
[ /]

[ J =

P

FIl1G. 260

F/l1G. 26a

N

321

ENVE

=
—
=—
L —
o —
oz o>
—Y
&y o
.- o3
-y <D
] 1
|
|
|
I
_l. SN
e =1
(o) e
o
l=—
_I.H
[ ]
lern =
len=
|
O =X
| pgiing
~XC ey —
o [
od
o~
v
/
1
|
|
|
\n




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 19 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

Fl1G. 27

] .
33— D<f333
]
]

332‘ ED
o000 &>+ 33




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 20 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

F/l G, 28&8a
.
|t ]
I ) —
¢
/lNPUT/CURRENT 1
139 —1 |POSITION -
O000co
Fl G, 280
o B
kgl g
11— )
1A ]
%
AINPOT/ J
139 —1 (E_RESTAURANT)
O000cC>S




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 21 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

Fr16. 29

i 3304 352

(

WEATHER
FORECAST

MOTION PICTURE

355
0F THE SCENE

361

FlG. 30

3507
agg 391 — 352
/////_////I////////H'///////

e

355




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 22 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

Fl1a., 37

351 1508 152

}

WEATHER
FORECAST

353

DoDOd Q
) 1
362 361
Fl1G. 32
3508 352

356 bt =

/ /
//q//////////dc4%ZZ%ZZZ

155/



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 23 of 33

F/a.

J 3

3506

391
336 )

352 3514
/[

US 6,888,522 Bl

\\\\K\\\’

2

{
///4/////7//

000

355/
F/lG., 34
150D
356 35‘ — 352
///ﬂ/////////////b/////

’///////////

305 —
355 3597 == 3587
w1

3517




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 24 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1
FlG., 35
m 3104
AN
AW
~f-l_
312
/|
315
311
oood
O 000
376
FlG. 36
31 i
\
|
(]
31122
J
3 372
o o o ea-311
e = == = O— 376




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 25 of 33 US 6,888,522 Bl

FlG., 37
381 §.8_O 385b 382
\ | |
\ ;
/|
3852
386
= o i
e O s O 83
FIlG. 38
330 39<
N
o el
N : .
A
Al T
395
s O




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 26 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

Fl/G. 39

100
[ 7 T4 P74 P70 ]

O

VA YA Y A rod Yrzd e

A 1

2212

NN 77, R 74. R 47, R 74 LA Yo

///////////////////

VA YA YA YA Yia ved !

L

/A YA YZA YA YA VoA

V/// //// /////J

/

/
2917 . //////////L

VoA YZA Y A YA YA Yo,

7

L.

2512

-222




US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 27 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

F/G. 470

= = = =
[ |
ﬂ|1Vr |||||||||||||||||||||| R A
| o W W w a. z |
"VAH >><a 0> ><h &>
_ _
| % _ % _ % _ |
_ _
| - . |
_ !
<>
—
[ oy J—
[ } -2 ==~
_— | [ olin J -—
L o [ ¥ —]
P | —_ od
| oo |
i
= 5 =
- o e
o=
6 & W d O
[ ol ] oo L= S [ o
o — — p—) R |
[ ] -—XT > [ adie )
—



US 6,888,522 Bl

Sheet 28 of 33

May 3, 2005

U.S. Patent

Fl16G. 47

413 415

412

/

1

|
|
!
|

1

4
{

8]

SCAN SIGNAL
WAVEFORM 400
SCAN §IGNAL
WAVEFORM 401
SCAN SIGNAL
WAVEFORM 402

|

|
!
|
|
¥i |

DATA SIGNAL
WAVEFORM 403

DS

414 416
/ |SELECTION PERIO
PAUSE PERIOD

RESET PERIOD

PAUSE
PERIOD

RESET PERIOD



US 6,888,522 Bl

—o 01

—o0 (2

U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 29 of 33
F/l G, 42
AL Vel enlova )
PCo
§Tgo |
) 2 2 1
DATA o—7 7 7 7
CLK o—— 9 9 1
CLRo—— - ’
SHIFT LATCH DECODER| | LEVEL SHIFTER/
REGISTER|  [CIRCUIT|  |CIRCUIT} | 7-VALUE DRIVER
/] /| /] /
200 01 502 503
21 21 §1




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 30 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

FlG. 475

RESET PERIOD

SELECTION MAINTENANCE
/ s # PERIOD

710711 PERIOD 712 |
b
Vit | |
L e i
|
SCAN §1GNAL Ve |
WAVEFORM 700
_V|3
L -v2 |
|| !
- l' |
| | |
7| ) |
| |
| | |
l
SCAN SIGNAL
WAVEFORMT7O1 — |
U
| ] |
o |
L |
|
ol |
i
SCAN SIGNAL l
WAVEFORM 702 |
!
]
|
i
|
1
{
|
|
|

VEH f f—-————=—=—————
DATA (WHHE)—————r
S GNAL g 1| S S
WAVE- -

1
. |

FORM V3
L5 | (BLACK)

—ygH L

T rTTTTyY T Ty T T T T T T T T



U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 31 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1
FlG. 44
m
OEo VPP GND VAN
PC o-
STRO- ] T T ‘[
8 8, 3
DATA O L L ; —o )
He LA Lk 3 01
CLR o— DE- LEVEL
SHIFT LATCH COM-
CODER SHIFTER/
REG- CIR- PARA-
CIR- 3-VALUE
|STER CuIT TOR
CUIT DRIVER
/] /] /] /| /|
800 801 802 §03 404
9’ §/ 9/ ——o (1
8
COLK o—ro
GOl COUNTER  [-805




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 32 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

FlG. 45

1
_ VA ZRIINEL
//////////////////

221{ //// ////////////
0

[ =4

0

12512

252

0

s
/////‘//‘ ////////{/

222

F/1G. 46a FrlG, 460

XXX XXXXXX XXX, XXXXXX

XX XXX X, XXX XXX 253
XX XX XX, XX X X X

XX XXX XXX XX xxkumm X X

XXX XX XX XXX AGE JUMPJjX X

X Xe XXo
XX XXX XX XX XX XXX XXX X

XXX X, XXX Xq




U.S. Patent May 3, 2005 Sheet 33 of 33 US 6,888,522 B1

F/l1G. 47

///////////////////////251

Yz4 Y74 5

///////////////////

i
2213 A VA YVAV AT YLV

’/////////////////////

A Y4 Y

/////////////////////

A Y A4 ¥/4

/ ////////////////////

VA YA YA YA Y 4 Y

L /////
i
/////////////////////

A
221b AT I 251

///////////////////




US 6,888,522 B1

1
INFORMATION DISPLAY APPARATUS

This application is based on application Nos. 11-093007,
11-279074 and 11-161939 filed in Japan, the content of
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an information display
apparatus, and more particularly to an information display
apparatus which has a display area at least part of which is
a liquid crystal display which uses liquid crystal with a
memory effect, especially liquid crystal which exhibits a
cholesteric phase.

2. Description of Related Art

In recent years, apparatuses which simultaneously display
relatively unchangeable information such as an advertise-
ment and changeable information such as news are
demanded. In order to display information which changes at
a high speed, a display which can write a picture thereon at
a high speed must be used. Conventional displays of this
type are a CRT display and a liquid crystal display which has
TFTs (thin film transistors) for the respective pixels so that
TN liquid crystal can be driven by an active matrix driving
method. In such a display suitable for a motion picture, the
whole screen is controlled for writing. More specifically, the
whole screen is scanned in one direction at specified times
for writing.

Such a conventional display which is suited to display a
motion picture has a disadvantage of consuming great
electric power. Also, a liquid crystal display using TFTs is
expensive. When the display has a large number of pixels,
it is very expensive. With respect to a CRT display, thinning
of the display is difficult.

In the meantime, as a PDA or a portable terminal unit such
as a portable telephone, a device which is small, light, easy
to carry and consumes little battery to be usable for a long
time is demanded. At present, however, than the body itself
of such a device, its display section and electric source
section consume greater electric power, which necessitates
the use of a large volume of battery.

Thus, practical use of a display which consumes little
electric power is demanded. The present inventors have
developed displays using chiral nematic liquid crystal.
Chiral nematic liquid crystal is bistable and has a memory
effect. Accordingly, without application of a voltage, such a
display can continue displaying a picture thereon, and it is
possible to reduce the consumption of electric power. At
present, in order to cause this kind of liquid crystal to make
a phase transition, a relatively high voltage is necessary;
therefore, a simple matrix driving method, not the active
matrix driving method using TFTs, is adopted. Because the
simple matrix driving method is adopted, even if the display
has a large number of pixels, it is not expensive.

When chiral nematic liquid crystal is driven by a simple
matrix driving method, however, it takes a relatively long
time for writing on the whole screen. It is, therefore, difficult
to display a motion picture on the whole screen of such a
display when the screen has a large number of pixels.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to solve the above problems, an object of the
present invention is to provide an improved information
display apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to provide an
information display apparatus which is suited to display both
a motion picture and a still picture.
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Another object of the present invention is to provide an
information display apparatus which can be produced at low
cost and consumes little electric power although having a
large screen (having a large number of pixels) and is capable
of reproducing a motion picture.

Further, another object of the present invention is to
provide an information display apparatus which can make a
display appropriate for the purpose.

In order to attain the objects, an information display
apparatus according to the present invention comprises: a
liquid crystal display having a plurality of liquid crystal
pixels defined by a plurality of scan electrodes and a
plurality of data electrodes; a driver which is connected to
said scan electrodes and said data electrodes to drive said
liquid crystal display; and a controller which is connected to
said driver, said controller being capable of controlling said
driver to select only part of scan electrodes to perform
writing on only part of the pixels of the liquid crystal display
corresponding to the selected scan electrodes.

Even if the liquid crystal display is a chiral nematic liquid
crystal display which is driven by a matrix driving method,
which requires a long time for writing on a large screen, by
using only part of the screen, which is divided along the
direction of the scan electrodes, for writing, the writing can
be completed within a short time, and even a motion picture
can be displayed without giving any strange feeling to the
observer. For example, if it takes 1 msec for writing on one
line, by using only 50 lines as a motion picture display area,
it takes 0.05 sec for writing on the area, which is short
enough as a writing time for a motion picture.

Thus, according to the present invention, even if a chiral
nematic liquid crystal display driven by a matrix driving
method, which requires a relatively long time for writing
thereon, is used, by using part of the screen as a motion
picture display area and using the other part as a still picture
display area, an effective and impressive display can be
made. When chiral nematic liquid crystal is used, it takes
approximately 1 msec for writing on one line, and a large-
screen display (with a large number of pixels) can be
produced at low cost. Further, because the display has a
memory effect, the still picture display area consumes elec-
tric power only during writing.

Another information display apparatus according to the
present invention comprises: a display having a first display
area and a second display area which are different from each
other in time required for writing thereon.

In the information display apparatus, since the time
required for writing in the first display area and the time
required for writing in the second display area are different
from each other, it is possible to use these display areas
independently depending on the content of information. For
example, a still picture is displayed in either of the display
areas which requires a longer time for writing, while infor-
mation to be written at a high speed such as a motion picture,
information inputted by the operator, etc. is displayed in the
other area which requires a shorter time for writing. Thus,
different types of displays which attain the respective pur-
poses can be made on one screen.

Another information display apparatus according to the
present invention comprises: a first display which displays
an image by using a first displaying method; and a second
display which displays an image by using a second display-
ing method, said second display being a reflective type
liquid crystal display and being capable of keeping the
image thereon without consuming electric power.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects and features of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a schematic structural view of an information
display apparatus which is the first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram which shows a matrix driving
circuit of a liquid crystal display employed in the informa-
tion display apparatus;

FIG. 3 is an illustration which shows display coordinates;

FIG. 4 is an illustration which shows display control;

FIG. 5is an illustration which shows an exemplary picture
on the display;

FIG. 6 is an illustration which shows an example of
displaying motion pictures in a plurality of arcas;

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of an exemplary liquid crystal
display used as the display;

FIG. 8 is a plan view of the liquid crystal display which
shows a state wherein a columnar structure and a sealant are
formed on a substrate;

FIG. 9 is an illustration which shows a manufacturing
process of the liquid crystal display;

FIG. 10 is a graph which shows the relationship between
the voltage of a selective signal applied by the driving circuit
and the Y value;

FIGS. 114 and 115 are charts which show voltage wave-
forms applied to a test cell of the liquid crystal display;

FIGS. 12¢ and 12b are charts which show a voltage
waveform to drive the liquid crystal display;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram which shows a driving/image
processing circuit of the liquid crystal display;

FIG. 14 is a front view of a portable telephone which is
the second embodiment of the present invention,

FIGS. 15g through 15¢ are illustrations which show a way
of displaying information on the portable telephone;

FIG. 16 is a front view of a PDA which is the third
embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 17 is a side view of the PDA,;

FIG. 18 is a schematic sectional view of a lid of the PDA,;

FIG. 19 is a front view of a PDA which is the fourth
embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 20 is a schematic sectional view of a lid of the PDA,;

FIG. 21 is an illustration which shows a picture displayed
on the PDA;

FIGS. 22a through 224 are illustrations which show a way
of displaying information on the PDA;

FIG. 23 is an illustration which shows another way of
displaying information on the PDA,;

FIG. 24 is a front view of a mobile type terminal unit
which is the fifth embodiment of the present invention,

FIGS. 254 and 25b are illustrations which show a way of
displaying information on the mobile type terminal unit;

FIGS. 26a and 26b are illustrations which show another
way of displaying information on the mobile type terminal
unit;

FIG. 27 is a front view of a watch type terminal unit which
is the sixth embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 284 and 28b are illustrations which show a way of
displaying information on the watch type terminal unit;

FIG. 29 is a front view of an information display appa-
ratus which is the seventh embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 30 is the sectional view of the information display
apparatus which is the seventh embodiment;

FIG. 31 is a front view of an information display appa-
ratus which is the eighth embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
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FIG. 32 is a schematic sectional view of the information
display apparatus which is the eighth embodiment;

FIG. 33 is a schematic sectional view of an information
display apparatus which is the ninth embodiment of the
present invention,

FIG. 34 is a schematic sectional view of an information
display apparatus which is the tenth embodiment;

FIG. 35 is a front view of an electronic book which is the
eleventh embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 36 is a front view of an electronic book which is the
twelfth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 37 is a front view of an electronic book which is the
thirteenth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 38 is a front view of a bulletin board which is the
fourteenth embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 39 is a block diagram of a driving section of an
information display apparatus which is the fifteenth embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 40 is a block diagram of the internal circuit of a first
scan driver;

FIG. 41 is a chart which shows driving signal waveforms
according to a first driving method,

FIG. 42 is a block diagram of the internal circuit of a
second scan driver;

FIG. 43 is a chart which shows driving signal waveforms
according to a second driving method,

FIG. 44 is a block diagram of the internal circuit of a data
driver,

FIG. 45 is a block diagram of a driving section of an
information display apparatus which is the sixteenth
embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 46a and 46b are illustrations which show a way of
displaying information on the information display apparatus
which is the sixteenth embodiment; and

FIG. 47 is a block diagram of a driving section of an
information display apparatus which is the seventeenth
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Some embodiments of information display apparatuses
according to the present invention are described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment; See FIGS. 1 Through 13

Structure and Control of Information Display
Apparatus

FIG. 1 shows an information display apparatus 10 as the
first embodiment of the present invention. This apparatus 10
has a liquid crystal display 100 of a matrix control type
which is driven by a driving IC 130 controlled by a control
circuit 30 by order of a CPU 20. The apparatus 10 further has
a video memory 40. The liquid crystal display 100 is
three-layered, and each layer is a cell which comprises a
substrate with scan electrodes formed thereon, a substrate
with data electrodes formed thereon and chiral nematic
liquid crystal filled between the substrates. This display 100
displays a full-color image. The structure of the liquid
crystal display 100 will be described in detail later.

The CPU 20 receives image data and display area data
from an external device such as a personal computer or a
communication line and judges the image data whether to be
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data of a still picture or to be data of a motion picture. Then,
the CPU 20 transmits the image data to specified addresses
in the video memory 40. The CPU 20 also sends information
about the display area and information that the image data
are of a still picture or of a motion picture to the control
circuit 30.

In the video memory 40, all the information to be dis-
played on the liquid crystal display 100 is stored. This video
memory 40 has addresses corresponding to all the pixels of
the liquid crystal display 100. Information about the density
and the color of each pixel is stored in the corresponding
addresses of the video memory 40 as bit data. The control
circuit 30 controls the driving IC 130 in accordance with the
information stored in the video memory 40 to write an image
on the liquid crystal display 100.

The pixels on each layer of the liquid crystal 100, as FIG.
2 shows, are structured by a matrix composed of a plurality
of scan electrodes R1, R2 through Rm and a plurality of data
electrodes C1, C2 through Cn (n, m: natural numbers). The
scan electrodes R1, R2 through Rm are connected to output
terminals of a scan electrode driving IC 131, and the data
electrodes C1, C2 through Cn are connected to output
terminals of a data electrode driving IC 132. As the scan
electrode driving IC 131 and the data electrode driving IC
132, conventional ICs comprising a shift register a latch
circuit and a switch circuit for voltage application are usable,
Each layer of the liquid crystal display 100 has such a pixel
structure and such driving ICs.

The scan electrode driving IC 131 sends a selective signal
to a specified one of the scan electrodes R1, R2 through Rm
while sending a non-selective signal to the other scan
electrodes. The scan electrode driving IC 131 sends the
selective signal to the scan electrodes R1, R2 through Rm in
order at regular time intervals. In the meantime, the data
electrode driving 1C 132 sends signals corresponding to
image data to the data electrodes C1, C2 through Cn
simultaneously for writing on the respective pixels. For
example, while a scan electrode Ra is selected (a: natural
number, a=m), the pixels LRa-C1 through LRa-Cn at the
intersection of the scan electrode Ra and the data electrodes
C1, C2 through Cn are simultaneously subjected to writing.
In each of the pixels, the voltage difference between the scan
electrode and the data electrode is a voltage for writing on
the pixel, and writing on each pixel is performed by this
writing voltage.

If the threshold voltage to untwist liquid crystal which
exhibits a cholesteric phase (first threshold voltage) is Vthl,
by applying the voltage Vthl to the liquid crystal for a
sufficient time and thereafter dropping the voltage to less
than a second threshold voltage Vth2 which is lower than the
first threshold voltage Vthl, the liquid crystal comes to the
planar state. By applying a voltage which is higher than Vth2
and lower than Vth1 for a sufficient time, the liquid crystal
comes to the focal-conic state. Each of the states is main-
tained even after stoppage of application of the voltage. It
has been found that such liquid crystal also comes to a state
where these two states are mixed, which means that the
liquid crystal can make a gray scale display.

The control circuit 30 designates combinations of an
address in a row direction (scan line) and an address in a
column direction (data line) in order. As FIG. 3 shows, when
the control circuit 30 designates addresses A and B, the
display coordinate (A, B) which is the combination of these
addresses is subjected to writing in accordance with data
read from an address in the video memory 40 corresponding
to the display coordinate (A, B).
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FIG. 4 shows this control in more detail. Here, the liquid
crystal display 100 has 1024 pixels in each row (scan line)
and 768 pixels in each column (data line). Each of the pixels
is capable of displaying one byte of (256) tones or colors.
The video memory 40 has 786432 (1024x768) addresses
00000h through CFFFFh, and its capacity is 786432 bytes.
The liquid crystal display 100 has addresses AO through
A767 in the column direction and addresses BO through
B1023 in the row direction.

When writing is to be performed on the whole screen, the
CPU 20 sends a writing address order of 00000h through
CFFFFh to the control circuit 30. The control circuit 30
designates these addresses in order as display addresses A
and B. An address N in the video memory 40 is converted
into display addresses A and B, for example, by using the
following expressions. In the expressions, “INT” means
taking only the integral part of the calculated value, and
“MOD” means taking the surplus of the result.

A=INT(N/1024)
B=MOD(N/1024)

Data to be written on display addresses B on a scan
electrode corresponding to a display address A are read out
from the video memory 40 in order and are latched in a latch
circuit of the control circuit 30. Then, while controlling the
scan electrode driving IC 131 to select the scan electrode
corresponding to the address A, the control circuit 30
controls the data electrode driving IC 132 to write one line
in accordance with the latched data.

On the other hand, when writing is to be performed on
only part of the screen, the CPU 20 sends a writing address
order indicating part of the addresses of the video memory
40 to the control circuit 30. For example, only serial 64 scan
lines on the screen are to be subjected to writing, the CPU
20 sends a writing address order of BOOOOh through BFFFFh
to the control circuit 30. Accordingly, while from the scan
electrodes R1 through Rm, only 64 scan electrodes corre-
sponding to the lines to be written are selected one by one
repeatedly, the data electrode driving IC 132 applies a data
signal to the data electrodes selectively in accordance with
the data for the selected line repeatedly. Selecting only the
64 lines in order is realized by controlling data supplied to
the shift register. With this control, in an area composed of
the 64 lines, a motion picture can be displayed.

In this embodiment, the information display apparatus
receives motion picture data and also display area data from
an external device such as a personal computer, a commu-
nication line or the like via an interface 50, and in accor-
dance with the display area data, the writing start line and the
writing end line are determined. Needless to say, the display
area may be fixed, and in this case, display area data are not
sent from the external device or the communication line.

Thus, by determining a writing start line and a writing end
line and by writing a motion picture within the area from the
writing start line to the writing end line, it is possible to
shorten the time intervals among writing cycles. In the liquid
crystal display 100 using chiral nematic liquid crystal, it
takes typically approximately 1 msec for writing on one line
although the time differs depending on the materials of the
liquid crystal composition and the driving signal waveform.
Accordingly, if writing is performed in an area composed of
64 lines, it takes approximately 64 msec for one writing
cycle, that is, approximately 15 cycles of writing can be
performed per second. When images are written at time
intervals in such an extent, they can be seen as a motion
picture although slight flickering is recognized.
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Thus, the number of scan electrodes to be used for a
motion picture is limited beforehand to such a value that
images written thereon can be recognized as a motion
picture. Display area data of a motion picture sent from an
external device indicate an area composed of a number of
scan electrodes not beyond the limit.

Further, in the middle of performing continuous writing
on part of the screen, the part of the video memory 40
containing data for the other part of the screen can be
updated by the CPU 20. However, the new data are not
displayed immediately, and the data are used to write on the
whole screen next time.

In the above-described control, one byte of data is used
for one pixel, but for a display of a full-color image, three
bytes of data are used for one pixel. In this case, although the
volume of data to be stored is three times, other processes
are performed in the same way. Otherwise, three memories
may be provided for the red, green and blue display layers,
respectively. In either case, in displaying a motion picture,
the display layers are driven simultaneously, which results in
a motion picture of a high quality without color dislocation.

By performing partial writing control on one screen as
described above, for example, a picture shown by FIG. § can
be displayed. A still picture display area which is a larger
part of the screen is not subjected to writing so often, and
writing on this area is performed at relatively long regular
intervals, for example, once a day. On the other hand, a
motion picture display area which is a strip-like area in the
lower part of the screen receives data from the video
memory 40 continuously, and changeable information
(news, motion characters, etc.) is displayed in this area.

One screen does not always have only one motion picture
display area. As FIG. 6 shows, it is possible to provide a
plurality of motion picture display areas on one screen. In
this case, the CPU 20 sends data indicating a plurality of
writing start lines and a plurality of writing end lines to the
control circuit 30. In the above-described address structure,
if display area data indicating an area from A8000h to
AFFFFh and data indicating an area from C0000h to
C7FFFh are sent, motion pictures are displayed in the areas
composed of these scanning lines. In this example, each of
the motion picture display areas is composed of 32 lines.
Accordingly, the total of 64 lines are subjected to continuous
writing, and 15 writing cycles are performed per second. In
a case of providing a plurality of motion picture display
areas on one screen, the total number of scanning lines of all
the motion picture display areas shall be within the limit in
which images written on the areas can be recognized as
motion pictures.

Liquid Crystal Display

Next, a liquid crystal display using liquid crystal which
exhibits a cholesteric phase is described.

Structure

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary structure of a liquid crystal
display 100. This liquid crystal display 100 is of a reflective
type, and has, on a light absorber 121, a red display layer
111R which makes a display by switching between a red
selective reflection state and a transparent state. On the red
display layer 111R, a green-display layer 111G which makes
a display by switching between a green selective reflection
state and a transparent state is provided, and on the layer
111G, a blue display layer 111B which makes a display by
switching between a blue selective reflection state and a
transparent state is provided.
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Each of the display layers 111R, 111G, and 111B has a
resin columnar structure 115, liquid crystal 116 and spacers
117 between transparent substrates 112 with transparent
electrodes 113 and 114, respectively, thereon. On the trans-
parent electrodes 113 and 114, an insulating layer 118 and an
alignment controlling layer 119 are provided if necessary. A
sealant 120 is provided on the periphery of the substrates 112
to seal the liquid crystal 116 in the substrates 112.

The transparent electrodes 113 and 114 of each display
layer are connected to the control circuit 30, and a specified
pulse voltage is applied between the electrodes 113 and 114.
In response to the voltage applied, the liquid crystal 116
switches between a transparent state wherein the liquid
crystal 116 transmits visible light and a selective reflection
state wherein the liquid crystal 116 selectively reflects
visible light of a specified wavelength, thereby switching a
display.

The transparent electrodes 113 and 114 of each display
layer are in the form of strips arranged in parallel at slight
uniform intervals. The electrode strips 113 and the electrode
strips 114 face each other, and the extending direction of the
electrode strips 113 and the extending direction of the
electrode strips 114 are perpendicular to each other. Electric
power is applied between the upper electrode strips and the
lower electrode strips in order. Accordingly, in each display
layer, a voltage is applied to the liquid crystal 116 in a
matrix, so that the liquid crystal 116 makes a display. This
is referred to as a matrix drive. By performing this matrix
drive toward the display layers sequentially or
simultaneously, the liquid crystal display 100 displays a
full-color image.

Aliquid crystal display with liquid crystal which exhibits
a cholesteric phase between two substrates makes a display
by switching the liquid crystal between a planar state and a
focal-conic state. In the planar state, the liquid crystal
selectively reflects light of a specified wavelength 2=Pn (P:
helical pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal, n: average
refractive index of the liquid crystal). In the focal-conic
state, if the wavelength of light selectively reflected is
shorter than the infrared spectrum, the liquid crystal trans-
mits visible light. Therefore, by setting the wavelength of
light selectively reflected by the liquid crystal within the
visible spectrum and providing a light absorbing layer on the
side of the display opposite the observing side, the liquid
crystal, in the planar state, makes a display of a color
corresponding to the wavelength of light selectively
reflected and in the focal-conic state, makes a black display.
Also, by setting the wavelength of light selectively reflected
by the liquid crystal within the infrared spectrum and
providing a light absorbing layer on the side of the display
opposite the observing side, the liquid crystal, in the planar
state, reflects infrared light and transmits visible light,
thereby making a black display, and in the focal-conic state,
scatters light, thereby making white display.

Full-color Display

The liquid crystal display 100 which has color display
layers 111R, 111G and 111B makes a red display by setting
the liquid crystal 116 of the blue display layer 111B and the
green display layer 111G to the focal-conic (transparent)
state and setting the red display layer 111R to the planar
(selective reflection) state. The liquid crystal display 100
makes a yellow display by setting the liquid crystal 116 of
the blue display layer 111B to the focal-conic (transparent)
state and setting the liquid crystal 116 of the green display
layer 111G and the red display layer 111R to the planar
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(selective reflection) state. By setting the liquid crystal 116
of the respective color display layers to the transparent state
or to the selective reflection state appropriately, displays of
red, green, blue, white, cyan, magenta, yellow and black are
possible. Also, by setting the liquid crystal 116 of the
respective color display layers to an intermediate state,
displays of intermediate colors are possible. Thus, the liquid
crystal display 100 can be used as a full-color display.
The laminating order of the color display layers 111R,
111G and 111B in the liquid crystal display 100 is not limited
to the order shown by FIG. 7, and the other orders are
possible. However, considering that light in a longer wave-
length range is easier to be transmitted than light in a shorter
wavelength, it is good to arrange the layer which selectively
reflects light of a shorter wavelength in an upper position
than the layer which selectively reflects light of a longer
wavelength. With this arrangement, more light transmits
downward, and a brighter display becomes possible.
Accordingly, it is the best for good display performance to
arrange the blue display layer 111B, the green display layer
111G and the red display layer 111R in this order viewing
from the observing direction (indicated by arrow “A”).

Materials for the Display

As the transparent substrates 112, transparent glass plates
and transparent resin films can be used. As the transparent
resin films, polycarbonate resin, polyether sulfone resin,
polyethylene terephthalate resin, norbornene resin, polyaly-
late resin, amorphous polyolefine resin, modified acrylate
resin, etc. can be named. Such resin films used as the
transparent substrates 112 are required to have the following
characteristics: high light transmittance, optical non-
anisotropy, dimensional stability, surface smoothness,
antifriction, elasticity, high electric insulation, chemical
resistance, liquid crystal resistance, heat resistance, moisture
resistance, gas barrier function, etc. A material which has
such necessary characteristics is selected depending on the
circumstances and the usage.

As the transparent electrodes 113 and 114, ITO (indium
tin oxide), etc. are usable. Metal electrodes of aluminum,
silicon or the like can be used, and photoconductive films of
amorphous silicon, BSO (bismuth silicon oxide) or the like
can be used. The lowermost electrodes 114 may be prefer-
ably black electrodes so as to function as a light absorber.

The insulating layers 118 are inorganic films of silicon
oxide or the like or organic films of polyimide resin, epoxy
resin or the like so as to also function as gas barriers. The
insulating layers 118 prevent short-circuits among the sub-
strates 112 and improve the reliability of the liquid crystal
116. The alignment controlling layers 119 are typically made
of polyimide.

Preferably, the liquid crystal 116 exhibits a cholesteric
phase in a room temperature. Chiral nematic liquid crystal
which is produced by adding a chiral agent to nematic liquid
crystal is especially suited as the liquid erystal 116.

A chiral agent is an additive which twists molecules of
nematic liquid crystal. When a chiral agent is added to
nematic liquid crystal, the liquid crystal molecules form a
helical structure with uniform twist intervals, whereby the
nematic liquid crystal exhibits a cholesteric phase.

By changing the content of the chiral agent in chiral
nematic liquid crystal, the pitch of the helical structure can
be changed. In this way, the wavelength of light to be
selectively reflected by the liquid crystal can be controlled.
Generally, the pitch of the helical structure is expressed by
a term “helical pitch” which is defined as the distance
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between molecules which are located at 360° to each other
along the helical structure of the liquid crystal molecules.

The columnar structures 115 can be made of, for example,
thermoplastic resin. Such thermoplastic resin used for the
columnar structures 115 is required to be softened by heat
and solidified by cool, not to chemically react to the liquid
crystal material used and to have appropriate elasticity.

Specifically, polyvinyl chloride resin, polyvinilidene
chloride resin, polyester methacrylate resin, polyacrylic
ester resin, polyvinyl acetate resin, polystyrene, resin, polya-
mide resin, polyethylene resin, polypropylene resin,
fluororesin, polyurethane resin, polyacrylonitrile resin, poly-
vinyl ether resin, polyvinyl ketone resin, polyvinyl pyroli-
done resin, polycarbonate resin, chlorinated polyether resin,
saturated polyester resin, etc. can be used.

One of these materials may be used by itself, or a plurality
of these materials may used by mixture. Also, a mixture
which at least contains one or more of these materials may
be used.

As FIG. 8 shows, such a material is printed into a pattern
of dotted columns by a conventional printing method. The
size, the arrangement pitch, the shape (cylinder, drum,
square pole, ctc.) of the columns are determined depending
on the size and the image resolution of the liquid crystal
display. If the columns are arranged between the electrode
strips 113, the actual display area will be large, which is
favorable.

The spacers 117 are preferably particles of a rigid material
which are not deformed by heat and/or pressure. For
example, the spacers 117 are fine glass fiber, balls of silicate
glass, inorganic powder such as aluminum powder or spheri-
cal particles of an organic synthetic material such as divy-
nilbenzene bridged polymer polystyrene bridged polymer or
the like.

By providing the rigid spacers 117 and the resin structure
115 which is of a material which mainly contains thermo-
plastic polymer and composed of columns arranged in a
specified pattern between two substrates 112, the two sub-
strates are wholly supported firmly with the gap maintained
evenly. Also, alignment unevenness of the liquid crystal 116
filled therein and an occurrence of bubbles in the liquid
crystal 116 under a low temperature can be prevented.

Exemplary Producing Method of the Liquid Crystal
Display

An exemplary producing method of the liquid crystal
display 100 is described briefly.

First, on two transparent substrates, a plurality of elec-
trode strips are formed. The electrodes are formed by
forming an ITO film on each substrate by sputtering or the
like and thereafter patterning the ITO film by photolithog-
raphy.

Next, a transparent insulating layer and a transparent
alignment controlling layer are provided on the transparent
electrodes of each substrate. The insulating layer and the
alignment controlling layer can be formed of an inorganic
material such as silicon oxide or an organic material such as
polyimide resin by a conventional method such as spin-coat
method or a roll-coat method.

On the alignment controlling layer, usually, a rubbing
treatment is not performed. Although the function of the
alignment controlling layer has not been cleared yet, the
liquid crystal molecules obtain an anchoring effect because
of the alignment controlling layer. Thus, degradation of the
characteristics of the liquid crystal display with aging can be
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inhibited. It is possible to add a coloring agent to the
materials of these thin layers so as to impart a function as a
color filter to these layers, which results in improvements in
color purity and contrast.

In this way, transparent electrodes, insulating layers and
alignment controlling layers are provided on the two sub-
strates. On one of the substrates, a resin structure is formed
on the surface with the electrodes thereon. For the resin
structure, paste of resin material which is prepared by
dissolving resin in a solvent is used. A printing method
wherein the paste of resin material is extruded from a
squeegee onto the substrate placed on a flat plate via a
screen, a metal mask or the like, a dispenser method or an
ink jet method wherein the paste of resin material is injected
from a nozzle onto the substrate and a transfer method
wherein the paste of resin material is supplied to a flat plate
or aroller and thereafter transferred onto the substrate can be
adopted. When the resin structure is formed, the resin
structure preferably has a greater height than a desired
thickness of the liquid crystal layer.

On the other substrate, a sealant of ultra-violet ray setting
resin or thermosetting resin is provided on the surface with
the electrodes thereon. The sealant is formed into a ring
along the periphery of the substrate. As in the formation of
the resin structure, the sealant is formed by a dispenser
method or an inkjet method wherein resin is injected from a
nozzle onto the substrate, a printing method wherein resin is
printed on the substrate via a screen, a metal mask or the like
or a transfer method wherein resin is supplied to a flat plate
or a roller and thereafter transferred onto the substrate. Next,
on at least one of the substrates, spacers are dispersed by a
conventional method.

Then, these substrates are laminated with each other and
are heated while being pressed from both sides. More
specifically, as FIG. 9 shows, for example, the substrate 1124
with the resin structure 115 formed thereon is placed on a flat
plate 150, and the other substrate 112b is placed on the
substrate 1124 being pressed by a heating/pressing roller 151
from an end. Thus, the substrates 1124 and 1125 are heated
and pressed while passing between the roller 151 and the
plate 150. By adopting such a method, even if the substrates
are flexible substrates such as films, a cell can be fabricated
accurately. If the resin structure is thermoplastic polymer,
the resin structure is softened by heat and hardened by cool,
and the substrates adhere to each other because of the resin
structure. If the sealant is thermosetting resin, the heat
applied for the lamination of the substrates hardens the resin.

In this laminating process, further, the liquid crystal
material is dropped on one of the substrates. The liquid
crystal material is spread out between the substrates while
the substrates are laminated. In this case, the spacers may be
contained in the liquid crystal material, and the liquid crystal
material containing spacers is dropped on at least one of the
substrates on the surface with the electrodes thereon.

The liquid crystal material is dropped on one of the
substrates at an end. Then, while the substrates are laminated
pressed by the roller, the liquid crystal material is spread
from one end to the other end, and in this way, the liquid
crystal material is filled in the whole area between the
substrates. By adopting this method of filling the liquid
crystal material between the substrates, bubbles which
occurred during the laminating process are hardly taken in
the liquid crystal material.

The substrates are continuously pressed at least until the
substrates are cooled to a temperature less than the softening
point of the resin material of the columnar structure, and
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then, the substrates are released from the pressure. If pho-
tosetting resin is used as the sealant, light is radiated
thereafter so as to harden the resin.

Using different liquid crystal materials which selectively
reflect light of different wavelengths, respectively, cells for
blue, green and red are fabricated in the same way. The
fabricated cells are laminated into three layers and are joined
by an adhesive. Further, a light absorber is provided on the
bottom, and thus, a full-color liquid crystal display is
produced.

Other Liquid Crystal Displays

The above-described liquid crystal display 100 has a resin
columnar structure inside a liquid crystal display area. Such
a structure permits production of a liquid crystal display
which is light and has good display performance although
using film substrates. Also, such a liquid crystal display of
this structure has various advantages of being easily pro-
duced as a large-screen display, of requiring a relatively low
driving voltage and of being strong against shock, etc.
However, this structure is not necessarily adopted. The
liquid crystal display layer may be structured as a conven-
tional polymer dispersed type liquid crystal composite layer,
wherein liquid crystal is dispersed in a polymeric three-
dimensional net structure or wherein a polymeric three-
dimensional net structure is formed in liquid crystal.

First Driving Method

In the liquid crystal display 100, the display state of the
liquid crystal is a function of the voltage applied and the
pulse width. By resetting the whole liquid crystal to the
focal-conic state wherein the liquid crystal shows the lowest
Y value (luminous reflectance) and thereafter, applying a
pulse voltage with a constant pulse width to the liquid
crystal, the display state of the liquid crystal changes as FIG.
10 shows. In the graph of FIG. 10, the y-axis indicates the
Y value, and the x-axis indicates the voltage applied. When
a pulse voltage Vp is applied, the liquid crystal comes to the
planar state wherein the liquid crystal shows the highest Y
value, and when a pulse voltage V£ is applied, the liquid
crystal comes o the focal-conic state wherein the liquid
crystal shows the lowest Y value. Also, when an interme-
diate pulse voltage between Vp and VT is applied, the liquid
crystal comes to an intermediate state between the planar
state and the focal-conic state wherein the liquid crystal
shows an intermediate Y value, and thus, a display of an
intermediate color is possible.

FIGS. 11a and 11b show waveforms (a) and (b) of pulse
voltages applied to a test cell produced by the inventors as
a trial. In the experiment, only one pixel was subjected. The
voltage of a reset signal was 50V. The pulse width of the
reset signal (reset duration) was 200 msec in the case of (a)
and 50 msec in the case of (b). As the selective signal to set
the pixel to the planar state, 110V was applied for 5 msec.
Although the voltage of the selective signal was set to 110V
in the experiment, the signal may be of any other voltage.
The voltage shall be determined depending on the material
and the thickness of the liquid crystal and the pulse width of
the signal.

In the case of waveform (a) wherein the reset signal was
supplied for 200 msec, whether the pixel was previously in
the planar state or in the focal-conic state, the pixel came to
the planar state in good condition by application of the
selective signal, and displays of gray scales were possible by
changing the voltage of the selective signal. On the other
hand, in the case of waveform (b) wherein the reset signal
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was supplied for 50 msec, the reset of the pixel was not
always sufficient, and when the pixel was set to the planar
state thereafter, the Y value varied.

As is apparent from this experiment, as the reset signal
application time is set longer, the influence of the previous
state of the liquid crystal becomes weaker. In other words,
by setting the reset signal application time to be sufficiently
long, display renewal can be well done without being
influenced by the previous state. In the case of waveform (a),
the reset signal application time was 200 msec, and a display
with four tones was possible. If the reset signal is supplied
for more time, variations in display state caused by the
influence of the previous state will be reduced, and a display
with more tones will be possible.

FIGS. 12¢ and 12b show exemplary waveforms of a
voltage applied to the liquid crystal according to a first
driving method. FIG. 12a shows a waveform (a) to turn off
the liquid crystal display 100. First, a pulse voltage of 100V
is applied to set the liquid crystal to a homeotropic state, and
then, a pulse voltage of 40V is applied. Thereby, the liquid
crystal comes to the focal-conic state, and the state is
maintained. In this state, the liquid crystal scatters light
incident thereto (off state or reset state).

FIG. 12b shows a waveform (b) to turn on the liquid
crystal display 100. After setting the liquid crystal to the
reset state in the above-described way, a pulse voltage of
100V is applied to the liquid crystal for 1 msec. Thereby, the
liquid crystal comes to the planar state. The liquid crystal
keeps in this state after stoppage of the application of voltage
and transmits/reflects light incident thereto (on state).

Driving/Image Signal Processing Circuit

FIG. 13 shows a driving/image signal processing circuit
220 wherein image data are erasable and written. The liquid
crystal display 100 is connected to a scan driver 221 and a
data driver 222, which are controlled by a scan controller
223 and a data controller 224, respectively. Image data to be
newly displayed are inputted into the data controller 224
from a memory 226, but before the data input, the image
data are converted into a selective signal by an image data
converter 225.

Second Embodiment; See FIGS. 14 and 15

The second embodiment is a portable telephone 300 such
as a PHS. As FIG. 14 shows, the portable telephone 300 has
a display section composed of a first display 301 and a
second display 302. The first display 301 is a reflective type
liquid crystal display with a memory effect as shown by FIG.
7. The display 301 may be a full-color display composed of
three display layers or a monochromatic display with one
display layer. The second display 302 is a liquid crystal
display which has nematic liquid crystal to be driven in a TN
mode. ATFT (thin film transistor) is provided for every pixel
so that the liquid crystal display can be driven by an active
matrix driving method. The second display 302 requires a
shorter time for writing thereon than the first display 301.
The second display 302 may be any other type of display as
long as it requires a shorter writing time.

Further, the portable telephone 300 has a speaker 303, a
menu dial 304 for mode selection/input, a key group 305 for
selection of mail, call, manner or function, a ten-key 306, a
key group 307 for selection of letter, clear, memory or
memo, a microphone 308 and an antenna 309. The functions
of these members are well known.

Information is displayed on the first and the second
displays 301 and 302 in the following way. When a sentence
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“Today’s meeting starts at 3:00 PM in Room A.” is inputted
by use of the ten-key 306 and the key group 307, this
sentence is displayed on the second display 302 as shown by
FIG. 15a. Next, when the user enters this input by use of a
specified key, the sentence is moved to the first display 301
(see FIG. 15b). Then, when the information is to be revised,
for example, if “Room A” is to be changed to “Room B”, the
cursor is moved to the part of the information to be changed
on the first display 301. Then, when a revision is
commanded, the part to be changed, that is, “Room A” is
displayed on the second display 302 (sce FIG. 15¢). In this
state, an input to replace “A” with “B” is made (sce FIG.
15d), and this revised information is entered by use of a
specified key (see FIG. 15¢). Thereafter, this information is
stored in a memory and/or sent as an e-mail through a
telephone line if necessary.

In the second embodiment, since the first display 301 has
amemory cffect, the picture displayed thereon is maintained
even after a power-off (use-up of a battery). Since the second
display 302 requires a short writing time, a new image can
be displayed thereon with no delay from a key operation.
Accordingly, the inputted content can be seen immediately,
which is convenient.

When both the first display 301 and the second display
302 display monochromatic images, it is preferred that the
color displayed by the first display 301 is different from the
color displayed by the second display 302.

Third Embodiment; See FIGS. 16 Through 18

The third embodiment is a PDA 310. As FIGS. 16 and 17
shows, the PDA 310 has a lid 312 which is connected to a
base casing 311 by a hinge 313 to be capable of opening and
closing freely. A surface of the lid 312 is a display section.
In the display section, a first display 315 and a second
display 316 are separately provided. The first display 315 is
a reflective type liquid crystal display with a memory effect
as shown by FIG. 7, and the second display 316 a liquid
crystal display which has nematic liquid erystal to be driven
in a TN mode. A TFT (thin film transistor) is provided for
every pixel so that the liquid crystal display can be driven by
an active matrix driving method. The writing time of the
second display 316 is shorter than that of the first display
315. The second display 316 may be any other type of
display as long as the writing time is short.

In the base casing 311, various keys are provided, and a
light pen 317 is encased in such a way to be freely taken out.
Further, a portable telephone connecting terminal 318 is
connected to the base casing 311.

In the third embodiment, inputs and revisions of infor-
mation are displayed on the second display 316 which
requires a shorter writing time. Then, entered information is
transmitted and displayed on the first display 315 which has
a memory effect. The PDA 310 has an advantage of keep
displaying information on the first display 315 even after a
power-off, and the second display 316 compensates for the
disadvantage of the first display 315 that it takes a long time
for writing. As FIG. 18 shows, since a partition area 314 is
provided between the first display 315 and the second
display 316, the lid 312 is reinforced, which prevents density
unevenness of an image on the second display 315 which
may be caused by an external stress.

Fourth Embodiment; See FIGS. 19 Through 23

The fourth embodiment is a PDA which is basically of the
same structure as the third embodiment. In FIG. 19, the same
members are denoted by the same reference symbols as in
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FIG. 16. What is different from the third embodiment is that
the first display 3185 and the second display 316 are arranged
in contact with each other. Because the partition area 314
does not exist, the lid 312 is a little weaker. However,
because the screens of the displays 315 and 316 are con-
tinuously arranged, the user can see the screens easily.

Here, an exemplary way of displaying information in the
fourth embodiment is described. In the third embodiment,
information is displayed in the same way.

For example, as FIG. 21 shows, a sentence “Meeting on
March 9 starts at 1:00 PM in Room 1.” is displayed on the
first display 315 as information to be sent. When the part of
the information “1:00 PM in Room 17 is to be changed, first
the part is designated by use of the light pen 317. Thereby,
the part is displayed on the second display 316 (see FIG.
22a). Then, on the second display 316, letters to be changed
are designated by use of the light pen 117 (see FIG. 22b).
Next, by use of the ten-key on the keyboard or the light pen
317, “Room 17 is changed to “Room 2” (se¢ FIG. 22¢). On
completion of the revision, the revised information is dis-
played on the first display 315 (sce FIG. 224).

In the third and fourth embodiments, if the density and/or
the contrast of the second display 316 is/are set higher than
those of the first display 315, the second display 316 will
attract the user’s attention. For the same purpose, the second
display 316 may be a monochromatic display such as blue.
Further, as FIG. 23 shows, the dot size of displayed letters
on the second display 316 may be larger than that of the first
display 315, which allows the user to follow the information
written at a high speed more easily.

Fifth Embodiment; See FIGS. 24 Through 26

The Fifth embodiment is a mobile type terminal unit 320
to be employed in a global positioning system (GPS). The
GPS is a system to clarify the geographic position of the
terminal unit 320 by adopting a well-known satellite posi-
tioning method. Thereby, the terminal unit 320 is capable of
indicating the current position in a map and instructing
directions to a destination.

The terminal unit 320, as FIG. 24 shows, has a display
section composed of a first display 321 and a second display
322. The first display 321 is a reflective type liquid crystal
display with a memory effect as shown by FIG. 7. The
second display 322 is a liquid crystal display which has
nematic liquid crystal to be driven in a TN mode. A TFT
(thin film transistor) is provided for every pixel so that the
liquid crystal display can be driven by an active matrix
driving method. The writing time of the second display 322
is shorter than that of the first display 321. The second
display 322 may be of any other type as long as the writing
time is short.

The terminal unit 320 further has a scroll key 323, a key
group 324 for inputting an address or the like, a power
switch 325, a mode key 326 and an antenna 327. The
functions of these members are well known.

Here, an exemplary way of displaying information in the
fifth embodiment is described. As FIG. 25a shows, on the
first display 321, by use of the GPS, a map indicating the
neighborhood of the terminal unit 320 is displayed, and the
current position of the unit itself 320 is indicated by a mark
“A” on the map. When the address of a destination is
inputted by use of the key group 324, the inputted address
is displayed on the second display 322 immediately (see
FIG. 25b). At the same time, the destination is indicated by
a mark “B” in the map displayed on the first display 321, and
a route C to the destination is indicated.
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Another way of displaying information is described. As
FIG. 26a shows, by use of the GPS, a map indicating the
neighborhood of the terminal unit 320 is displayed, and the
current position of the unit 320 is indicated by a mark “A”.
At that time, if the display mode of the device 320 is set in
a current position display mode, the address of the position
indicated by the mark “A” is displayed as literal information
on the second display 322 (see FIG. 26b).

Sixth Embodiment; See FIGS. 27 and 28

The sixth embodiment is a watch type terminal unit 330
to be employed in a GPS. As FIG. 27 shows, the terminal
unit 330 has a display section composed of a first display
331 and a second display 332. The first display 331 is a
reflective type liquid crystal display with a memory effect as
shown by FIG. 7. The second display 332 is a liquid crystal
display which has nematic liquid crystal to be driven in a TN
mode. ATFT (thin film transistor) is provided for every pixel
so that the liquid crystal display can be driven by an active
matrix driving method. The writing time of the second
display 332 is shorter than that of the first display 331. The
second display 332 may be of any other type as long as the
writing time is short.

The terminal device 330 further has an exclusive key
group 333, a power switch 334, an antenna 335 and a wrist
band 336. The functions of these members are well known.

The display section of the sixth embodiment is basically
the same as that of the fifth embodiment. Here, another way
of displaying information on the display section is
described. As FIG. 28a shows, when “current position” is
inputted on the second display 332, a map and a mark A
indicating the current position are displayed on the first
display 331. The words “current position” are written on the
second display 332 immediately but are erased soon for
energy saving. It takes a relatively long time to write a map
on the first display 331. Once the map is written, however,
it is continuously displayed even after stoppage of supply of
electric power, which reduces the consumption of electric
power.

As FIG. 28b shows, in a destination input mode, when “E
restaurant” is inputted on the second display 332, a mark B
indicating the destination and a route C to the destination are
displayed in a map on the first display 331. The letters
displayed on the second display 332 are erased soon for
energy saving. On completion of writing of the map on the
first display 331, the supply of electric power is shut off.
However, because of the memory effect of the display 331,
the map is continuously displayed until erasure is com-
manded.

Seventh Embodiment; See FIGS. 29 and 30

The seventh embodiment is an information display appa-
ratus 350A. As FIG. 29 shows, the apparatus 350A has a first
display 351 with a relatively large screen and a second
display 352 provided in the screen of the first display 351.
The first display 351 is a display using choleteric liquid
crystal or chiral nematic liquid crystal which has a memory
effect. The second display 352 is a liquid crystal display
which has nematic liquid crystal to be driven in a TN mode.
A TFT (thin film transistor) is provided for every pixel so
that the liquid crystal display can be driven by an active
matrix driving method. The writing time of the second
display 352 is shorter than that of the first display 351. The
second display 352 may be of any other type as long as the
writing time is short. In a casing 355, an electric power
source, a control section are encased, and on a lower part of
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the casing 355, a power switch 361 and five selection
switches 362 are provided.

FIG. 30 is a sectional view of the apparatus 350A. On the
casing 358, the second display 352 and a spacer 356 are
arranged, and the first display 351 is arranged thereon. The
structure and the driving method of the first display 351 have
been described with reference to FIG. 7. The structure and
the driving method of the second display 352 are the same
as those of a conventional TFT liquid crystal display.

As FIG. 29 shows, the first display 351 displays a rela-
tively fixed still picture, and the second display 352 displays
a motion picture which requires high-speed writing. When
the second display 352 is to be used, the overlapping part of
the first display 351 is set to a transparent state, so that a
picture on the second display 352 appears through the
transparent part of the first display 351. By turning off the
second display 352, it is possible to display a picture written
on the first display 351 on the whole screen.

ATFT liquid crystal display requires only a short time for
writing and is suited to display a motion picture. It is,
however, difficult to produce a TFT liquid crystal display
with a large screen, and production of a large-sized TFT
liquid crystal display is expensive. In the seventh
embodiment, therefore, a large screen is made of cholesteric
liquid crystal or chiral nematic liquid crystal which can be
easily structured into a large-sized display. By using the
respective advantages of the displays 351 and 352 and
compensating the respective disadvantages of the displays
351 and 352 with each other, shortening of the writing time,
enlarging of the screen, reduction of cost and energy saving
can be achieved.

Eighth Embodiment; See FIGS. 31 and 32

The eighth embodiment is an information display appa-
ratus 350B which has a first display 351, a second display
352 and a casing 355 which are the same as those of the
seventh embodiment. FIG. 31 shows the screen of the
information display apparatus 350B.

In the eighth embodiment, however, as FIG. 32 shows, the
second display 352 is arranged on the same level with the
first display 351. In the eighth embodiment, therefore, when
the second display 352 is turned off, it is impossible to use
the whole screen of the apparatus 350B. However, because
the displays 351 and 352 are arranged separately without
being laminated, the apparatus 350B of the eighth embodi-
ment can be produced at lower cost than the apparatus 350A
of the seventh embodiment. When the second display 352 is
to be used, in the seventh embodiment, the overlapping part
of the first display 351 must be set in a transparent state,
whereas in the eighth embodiment, it is not necessary to set
the first display 351 to a transparent state. Information can
be displayed on the screen of the apparatus 350B in the same
ways as on the screen of the apparatus 350A, and the eighth
embodiment has substantially the same effects as the seventh
embodiment. In the seventh embodiment, when the whole
screen is used for a display made by the first display 351, a
high quality picture can be displayed because there appears
no joints between the displays 351 and 352. In the eighth
embodiment, information can be clearly displayed on the
second display 352 because the screen of the second display
352 can be seen directly.

Ninth Embodiment; See FIG. 33

The ninth embodiment is an information display appara-
tus 350C which has a first display 351, a second display 352
and a casing 355 which are the same as those of the seventh
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embodiment. The screen of the apparatus 350C is of the
same structure as shown by FIG. 29.

As FIG. 33 shows, in the ninth embodiment, however, a
transparent resin plate 351« is placed on the second display
352. The usage and the effects of the ninth embodiment are
the same as those of the eighth embodiment.

Tenth Embodiment; See FIG. 34

The tenth embodiment is an information display apparatus
350D which has a first display 351, a second display 352 and
a casing 355 which are the same as those of the seventh
embodiment. The screen of the apparatus 350D is of the
same structure as shown by FIG. 29.

As FIG. 34 shows, mn the tenth embodiment, however, the
second display 352 is attachable to and detachable from the
casing 335 through the reverse side of the casing 355
together with a board 357 with a control section therein.
Accordingly, in the tenth embodiment, it is possible to
detach the second display 352 from the casing 355 so as to
display information on the second display 352 indepen-
dently of the first display 351. The usage and the effects of
the tenth embodiment are the same as those of the seventh
embodiment.

The attaching/detaching mechanism of the second display
352 may be of any structure. For example, as FIG. 34 shows,
a holder protrusion 358 and a slider 359 are provided on the
reverse side of the casing 355, and the second display 352
is attached to or detached from the casing 355 as the slider
359 slides right and left.

Eleventh Embodiment; Se¢ FIG. 35

The eleventh embodiment is an electronic book 370A. On
a casing 375, a first display 371 and a second display 372,
a power switch 376 and a plurality of operation buttons 377
are provided. The first display 371, as in the seventh through
tenth embodiment, is a reflective type liquid crystal display
using cholesteric liquid crystal or chiral nematic liquid
crystal which has a memory effect. The second display 372
is an organic EL (electro luminescence) display. The organic
EL display is of a light emitting type and requires only a very
short time for writing.

The first display 371 and the second display 372 are
laminated as shown by FIG. 30, and the second display 372
is located under the first display 371, Information is dis-
played on the first and second displays 371 and 372 in the
ways described in connection with the seventh embodiment.

In the eleventh embodiment, the first display 371 displays
literal information of a book by using its memory effect. The
second display 372 is used in a rapid mode to perform
paging for skimming by using its short writing time, and a
motion picture can be displayed on the second display 372.

In the eleventh embodiment, as the second display 372,
any type of display which requires only a short time for
writing can be used as well as an organic EL display. For
example, the second display 372 may be a PDP (plasma
display panel), an FED (ficld emission display), an LED
(light emitting diode) or a FIL (fluorescent indicator lamp).
The second display 372 also may be a TFT liquid crystal
display.

Twelfth Embodiment; See FIG. 36

The twelfth embodiment is an electronic book 370B
which is of the same structure as the eleventh embodiment.
The electronic book 370B has a large-screen first display
371 and two small-screen second displays 372a and 372b.
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The second displays 372a and 372b are of a type which
requires only a short time for writing, and may be TFT liquid
crystal displays, organic EL displays, PDPs, FEDs, LEDs,
FILs or the like.

In the twelfth embodiment, information are displayed on
the three displays 371, 372a and 372b in different ways. The
respective writing times of the second displays 372a and
372b are shorter than that of the first display 371, and the
writing time of the second display 372« is shorter than that
of the second display 372b.

Thirteenth Embodiment; See FIG. 37

The thirteenth embodiment is an electronic book 380
which has a spreadable screen for two pages. Specifically,
the electronic book 380 has two panels 3854 and 385b and
is foldable between the panels 385 and 385b. The left panel
385¢ comprises a reflective type liquid crystal display 381
using cholesteric liquid crystal or chiral nematic liquid
crystal which has a memory effect, a power switch 383, a
plurality of operation buttons 384 and a control section
thereof. The right panel 385b comprises a second display
382 and a control section thereof. The second display 382 is
a liquid crystal display which has nematic liquid crystal to
be driven in a TN mode. A TFT (thin film transistor) is
provided for every pixel so that the liquid crystal display can
be driven by an active matrix driving method. The writing
time of the second display 382 is shorter than that of the first
display 381. The second display 382 may be of any other
type as long as the writing time is short.

In the thirteenth embodiment, the first display 381 has a
larger screen than the second display 382. The first display
381 and the second display 382 are used in the same ways
as described in connection with the tenth embodiment. The
first and second displays 381 and 382 display information
using the respective advantages. The second display 382
may be a display of a light emitting type which requires a
short time for writing, such as an EL display, a PDP, a FED,
an LED, a FIL or the like.

Fourteenth Embodiment; See FIG. 38

The fourteenth embodiment is a bulletin board 390. On a
casing 393, a large-screen first display 391 for displaying
letters and a small-screen second display 392 for displaying
an image. The first display 381, like the first display 371 in
the eleventh embodiment, is a reflective type liquid crystal
display using cholestric liquid crystal or chiral nematic
liquid crystal which has a memory effect. The second
display 392, like the second display 372 in the eleventh
embodiment, is an organic EL display. The first display 371
and the second display 372 are arranged as shown by FIG.
32 or 33 so as not to overlap.

Generally, an image contains a larger volume of informa-
tion than a group of letters, and the observer can recognize
the content of the information easily from an image.
Therefore, when literal information and image information
are to be displayed on one screen, the following operation is
preferable: while image information is fed forward rapidly
on the second display 392, an image to be displayed is
determined; and thereafter, literal information describing the
image is displayed on the first display 391.

The second display 392 may be a TFT liquid crystal
display.

Fifteenth Embodiment; See FIGS. 39 Through 44

In the fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth embodiments
below, a display section is composed of a reflective type
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liquid crystal display with a memory effect as shown by FIG.
7, and part of the display section is driven by a second
driving method wherein a driving voltage composed of reset
pulses to reset the liquid crystal, selecting pulses to select
desired display states of the respective pixels and maintain-
ing pulses to fix the selected states of the pixels is applied to
the liquid crystal. The other part is driven by the above-
described first driving method. In the first driving method,
an image with three or more tones can be displayed, but it
takes a long time for writing. In the second driving method,
although only a two-tone image is displayed, but it takes a
relatively short time for writing.

FIG. 39 shows a driving section of the fifteenth embodi-
ment. The liquid crystal display 100 is divided into a first
display area 251 and a second display area 252 and is driven
by a first scan driver 2214, a second scan driver 2215 and a
data driver 222. The first scan driver 221a drives the first
display area 251 in the first driving method, and the second
scan driver 221b drives the second display area 252 in the
second driving method.

FIG. 40 shows the internal circuit of the first scan driver
221a. The first scan driver 221a comprises a shift register
260, a latch circuit 261, a NAND circuit 262 and a driver 263
with a high withstand voltage. To the circuit, a polarity
conversion signal PC, a latch strobe signal STB, a data
signal DATA, a shift clock signal CLK and a register clear
signal CLR are inputted.

FIG. 41 shows waveforms of scan signals and a data
signal according to the first driving method. Signals of the
waveforms 401, 402 and 403 are applied to a first scan
electrode, a second scan electrode and a third scan electrode,
respectively, and these signals are applied to all the scan
electrodes in the first display area 251 in order. A signal of
the waveform 403 is applied to the data electrodes in
synchronization with the application of signals of the wave-
forms 400, 401 and 402. A driving duration is composed of
a reset period 410, a pause period 411, a reset period 412, a
pause period 413 and selection periods 414, 415 . . . .

In the first scan driver 2214, the data signal DATA is set
in the shift register 260 in synchronization with the shift
clock signal CLK, and when the latch strobe signal STB is
inputted, the data are latched in the latch circuit 261. In
accordance with the latched data and the polarity conversion
signal PC, a signal VPP or a signal VNN is outputted from
the driver 263. Table 1 is a truth table of the first scan driver
221a.

TABLE 1
DATA1 PC Output
L H VNN
H H VPP
L L VPP
H L VNN

In order to drive the first display area 251 in the first
driving method, the outputs VPP and VNN from the driver
263 are switched among V1, V2, GND, -V1 and -V2 in the
reset period 410, the pause period 411, the reset period 412,
the pause period 413 and the selection periods 414, 415, 416
... . In the following, the times to swiich the outputs are
described.

In the reset period 410, the outputs VPP and VNN from
the driver 263 are set to V1 and -V1, respectively. Thereby,
in the reset period 410, a pulse signal of voltages V1 and
-V1 is applied to the liquid crystal in the first display area
251.
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In each of the pause periods 411 and 413, the outputs VPP
and VNN from the driver 263 are set to V1 and GND,
respectively. Thereby, in the pause periods 411 and 413, a
signal of a GND level is applied to the liquid crystal in the
first display area 251.

In the reset period 412, the outputs VPP and VNN from
the driver 263 are sct to V2 and =V2, respectively. Thereby,
in the reset period 412, a pulse signal of voltages V2 and
-V2 is applied to the liquid crystal of the first display area
251.

In each of the selection periods 413 through 416, the
outputs VPP and VNN from the driver 263 are set to V1 and
-V1, respectively. Thereby, in the selection periods 413
through 416, a pulse signal of voltages V1 and -V1 is
applied to the liquid crystal in the first display area 251.

FIG. 42 shows the internal circuit of the second scan
driver 221b. The internal circuit comprises a shift register
500, a latch circuit 501, a decoder 502 and a level shifter/
seven-value driver 503 with a high withstand voltage. Into
the circuit, a polarity conversion signal PC, a latch strobe
signal STB, a two-bit data signal DATA, a shift clock signal
CLK and a register clear signal CLR are inputted.

FIG. 43 shows waveforms of scan signals and a data
signal according to the second driving method. Signals of
the waveforms 700, 701 and 702 are applied to a first scan
electrode, a second scan electrode and a third scan electrode,
respectively, and these signals are applied to all the scan
electrodes in the second display area 252 in order. A signal
of the waveform 703 is applied to the data electrodes in
synchronization with the application of signals of the wave-
forms 700, 701 and 702. A driving duration is composed of
a reset period 710, a selection period 711 and a maintenance
period 712. The signals of the waveforms 700, 701 and 702
start to be applied at lags of a one-line scan time. As is
apparent from these waveforms, in the second driving
method, it is necessary to output different voltages V1, V2
and V3 or -V1, -V2 and -V3 simultaneously. In order to
comply with this, the second scan driver 2215 has a driver
503 which outputs seven different voltages V1, V2, V3,
-V1, -V2, -V3 and GND.

In the second scan driver 221b, the two-bit data signal
DATA is set in the shift register 500 in synchronization with
the shift clock signal CLK, and when the latch strobe signal
STB is inputted, the data are latched in the latch circuit 501,
The latched two-bit data are decoded by the decoder circuit
502 in accordance with the polarity conversion signal PC.
Then, from the level shifter/driver 503, any specified voltage
V1, V2, V3, -V1, -V2, -V3 or GND is outputted. Table 2
is a truth table of the second scan driver 221b.

TABLE 2

DATA1 DATA2 PC Output
L L H GND
L H H \%!
H L H v2
H H H GND
L L L GND
L H L -v1
H L L -v2
H H L GND

FIG. 44 shows the internal circuit of the data driver 222.
The internal circuit comprises a shift register 800, a latch
circuit 801, a comparator 802, a decoder circuit 803, a level
shifter/three-value driver 804 with a high withstand voltage
and a counter 805. Into the circuit, an output inhibiting
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signal OE, a polarity conversion signal PC, a latch strobe
signal STB, an eight-bit data signal DATA, a shift clock
signal CLK, a register clear signal CLR, a counter clock
signal CLK and a counter clear signal CCLR are inputted.

In the data driver 222, the eight-bit data signal DATA is
set in the shift register 800 in synchronization with the shift
clock signal CLK, and when the latch strobe signal STB is
inputted, the data are latched in the latch circuit 801. Then,
when the count clock signal CCLK is inputted to the counter
805, a count-up process is performed. More specifically, the
comparator 802 compares the output from the latch circuit
801 with the output from the counter §05. When the output
from the latch circuit 801 is larger, the comparator outputs
a HI level signal, and when the output from the latch circuit
is smaller, the comparator outputs a LOW level signal. The
decoder 803 receives the output from the comparator 802,
the output inhibiting signal OE and the polarity conversion
signal PC and outputs a voltage of VPP, VNN or GND to
drive the level shifter/driver 804. Table 3 is a truth table of
the data driver 222.

TABLE 3
Output from Comparator PC OE Output
Indefinite Indefinite H GND
L L L -V4
H L L V4
L H L V4
H H L -V4

In the fifteenth embodiment, the first display area 251 of
the liquid crystal display 100 is connected to the first scan
driver 221a which drives the first display area 251 in the first
driving method, and the second display arca 252 is con-
nected to the second scan driver 2215 which drives the
second display area 252 in the second driving method.
Accordingly, in the first display area 251, an image is written
by the first driving method, and in the second display area
252, an image is written by the second driving method.

In the first driving method and in the second driving
method, liquid crystal moves differently, and it may be
necessary to set the data pulse signal applied to the first
display area 251 from the data driver 222 and the data pulse
signal applied to the second display area 252 from the data
driver 222 to be of mutually different voltages. In this case,
in driving the first display area 251, the outputs VPP and
VNN from the data driver 222 are set to V4 and -V4,
respectively, and in driving the second display area 252, the
outputs VPP and VNN from the data driver 222 are set to V5
and -V5, respectively.

In the first driving method, although full-color display is
possible, the time required for writing on one line is approxi-
mately 3 ms. On the other hand, in the second driving
method, the time required for writing on one line is approxi-
mately 0.3 msc. In short, in the second driving method,
writing is performed approximately 10 times as fast as in the
first driving method. In order to make a full-color display in
the second driving method, however, the thickness of the
liquid crystal layer must be even with very high accuracy,
and to produce such a liquid crystal display is very difficult.
In order to make a full-color display by turning on and off
each of the liquid crystal layers, the requirement to the
thickness of the liquid crystal layers is not so accurate, and
this is easily realized. In consideration for the above points,
in the fifteenth embodiment, an image to be displayed at full
color is written in the first display area 251 and an image to
be displayed at a high speed is written in the second display
area 252.
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Sixteenth Embodiment; See FIGS. 45 and 46

The above-described second scan driver 2215 is capable
of outputting seven different voltages V1, V2, V3, -V1,
-V2, -V3 and GND, and by using five of them, namely, V1,
V2, -V1, -V2 and GND, the second scan driver is capable
of executing the first driving method.

In the sixteenth embodiment, as FIG. 45 shows, all the
scan electrodes of the liquid crystal display 100 are driven
by the second driver 221b. The liquid crystal display 100 is
divided into an upper first display area 251a, a lower first
display area 231b and a second display area 252 which is
located between the upper and lower first display areas 251«
and 251b. The second display area 252 is driven by the
second driving method, and the first display areas 251a and
251b are driven by the first driving method. The reverse is
also possible. In the sixteenth embodiment, any desired scan
electrodes can be driven in either of the first driving method
and the second driving method, and thus, a first display area
and a second display area can be set arbitrarily.

In changing the image on the display 100, first, the whole
screen is subjected to writing by the first driving method,
and a part to be changed (here, the second display arca 252)
is subjected to writing by the second driving method. Also,
it is possible to perform writing by the second driving
method on the whole screen first and to perform writing by
the first driving method on a part to be changed (the second
display area 252). In the first driving method, it takes a long
time for writing, but a full-color display is possible. In the
second driving method, a full-color display is difficult, but it
takes only a short time for writing.

Writing on the part to be changed can be performed not
only once but several times repeatedly after writing on the
whole screen. As FIGS. 46a and 46b show, a menu window
253 opens on the screen, and it is possible to change the
content displayed in the window 253 serially. At this time,
if the information to be serially displayed in the window 253
does not have to be displayed at full color, for example, if the
information is of a text type, this part shall be driven by the
second driving method, which results in making a high-
speed display.

Seventeenth Embodiment; See FIG. 47

In the seventeenth embodiment, as in the fifteenth and
sixteenth embodiments, part of the liquid crystal display is
driven by the first driving method, and the other part is
driven by the second driving method. As FIG. 47 shows, the
seventeenth embodiment comprises a first scan driver 221a,
a second scan driver 221b and data drivers 2224 and 2225,

What are different from the fifteenth embodiment are that
the data electrodes are divided into a first display area 251
and a second display area 252 and that the display areas 251
and 252 are connected to the respective data drivers 2224
and 222b. In this structure, the first display area 251 and the
second display area 252 are driven by circuits which are
completely independent of each other. Accordingly, data
signal waveforms of different voltages can be applied to the
liquid crystal display 100, and the first and second display
areas 251 and 252 can be scanned simultaneously. Also, a
crosstalk, which is a problem that a data signal is applied to
unselected scan electrodes, can be avoided. Because the data
electrodes are divided, the display areas 251 and 252 does
not interfere with each other.

Although the present invention has been described in
connection with the preferred embodiments above, it is to be
noted that various changes and modifications are possible to
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those who are skilled in the art. Such changes and modifi-
cations are understood as being within the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An information display apparatus comprising:

a liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal
material, a plurality of scan electrodes and a plurality of
data electrodes, said liquid crystal material exhibiting,
at room temperature, a cholesteric phase in which said
liquid crystal material has a bistability between a
focal-conic state and a planar state in which said liquid
crystal material exhibits a selective reflection
characteristic, said scan ¢lectrodes and said data ¢lec-
trodes defining a plurality of liquid crystal pixels;

a driver comprising a scan electrode driver and a data
electrode driver, said scan electrode driver including a
shift register and a plurality of output terminals respec-
tively connected to said scan electrodes, said data
electrode driver including a shift register and a plurality
of output terminals respectively connected to said data
electrodes to drive said liquid crystal display; and

a controller which is connected to said driver, said con-
troller being capable of controlling said driver to
repeatedly select only part of the scan electrodes by
controlling the shift register of the scan electrode driver
to perform writing on only part of the pixels of the
liquid crystal display corresponding to the selected scan
electrodes,

wherein said driver performs repetitious writing on said
part of the pixels of the liquid crystal display corre-
sponding to the selected scan electrodes by applying
voltage pulses including a reset pulse to reset the liquid
crystal to a homeotropic state and a selection pulse to
select a desire display state of the liquid crystal, the
voltage pulses including the reset pulse and the selec-
tion pulse being applied to each of the selected scan
electrodes sequentially for repetitious writing.

2. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said controller controls said driver based on motion
picture data.

3. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said controller sends data regarding a writing start
line and a writing end line to said driver.

4. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said driver is capable of selecting a plurality of parts
of scan electrodes repeatedly to perform repetitious writing
on a plurality of parts of the liquid crystal display corre-
sponding to the selected scan electrodes.

5. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the part of the liquid crystal display selected for
repetitious writing thereon is smaller than a non-selected
part of the liquid crystal display.

6. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein while repetitious writing on the selected part of the
liquid crystal display is performed, a non-selected part of the
liquid crystal display keeps displaying information thereon
by using a memory effect of the liquid crystal material.

7. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein writing on an entirety of the liquid crystal display
is performed at specified intervals.

8. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the part of the liquid crystal display selected for
repetitious writing thereon includes a number of scan
electrodes, the number being less than a limit within which
a display made thereon can be seen as a motion picture.

9. An information display apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the liquid crystal material is a mixture of nematic
liquid crystal with a chiral agent of an amount sufficient to
permit the liquid crystal material to exhibit a cholesteric
phase.
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10. An information display apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the liquid crystal display makes a full color
display.

11. An information display apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the liquid crystal display makes a monochromatic
display.

12. An information display apparatus according to claim
1, wherein:

the liquid crystal display comprises a plurality of liquid
crystal layers stacked one upon another; and

the liquid crystal display displays a motion picture
thereon by driving two or more of the liquid crystal
layers concurrently.

13. An information display apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the part of the liquid crystal display to be selected
for repetitious writing thereon is variable with respect to
position and size.

14. An information display apparatus comprising:

a liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal
material, a plurality of scan electrodes and a plurality of
data electrodes, said liquid crystal material exhibiting,
at room temperature, a cholesteric phase in which said
liquid crystal material has a bistability between a
focal-conic state and a planar state in which said liquid
crystal material exhibits a selective reflection
characteristic, said scan electrodes and said data elec-
trodes defining a plurality of liquid crystal pixels;

a driver comprising a scan electrode driver and a data
electrode driver, said scan electrodes driver including a
shift register and a plurality of output terminals respec-
tively connected to said scan electrodes, said data
electrode driver including a shift register and a plurality
of output terminals respectively connected to said data
electrodes to drive said liquid crystal display; and

a controller which is connected to said driver, said con-
troller being capable of controlling said driver to
repeatedly select only part of the scan electrodes by
controlling the shift register of the scan electrode driver
to perform writing on only part of the pixels of the
liquid crystal display corresponding to the selected scan
electrodes;

wherein:
writing is performed repeatedly on the part of the pixels
of the liquid crystal display corresponding to the
selected scan electrodes; and
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the part of the pixels of the liquid crystal display which
does not correspond to the selected scan electrodes
and which maintains a display by use of a memory
effect of the liquid crystal includes pixels making
displays of intermediate tones.

15. An information display apparatus comprising:

a

liquid crystal display comprising a liquid crystal
material, a plurality of scan electrodes and a plurality of
data electrodes, said liquid crystal material exhibiting,
at room temperature, a cholesteric phase in which said
liquid crystal material has a bistability between a
focal-conic state and a planar state in which said liquid
crystal material exhibits a selective reflection
characteristic, said scan ¢lectrodes and said data ¢lec-
trodes defining a plurality of liquid crystal pixels;

a driver comprising a scan electrode driver and a data

electrode driver, said scan electrodes driver including a
shift register and a plurality of output terminals respec-
tively connected to said scan electrodes, said data
electrode driver including a shift register and a plurality
of output terminals respectively connected to said data
electrodes to drive said liquid crystal display; and

a controller which is connected to said driver, said con-

troller being capable of controlling said driver to
repeatedly select only part of the scan electrodes by
controlling the shift register of the scan electrode driver
to perform writing on only part of the pixels of the
liquid crystal display corresponding to the selected scan
electrodes;

wherein:

said driver performs repetitious writing on said part of
the pixels of the liquid crystal display corresponding
to the selected scan electrodes by applying voltage
pulses including a reset pulse to reset the liquid
crystal to a homeotropic state and a selection pulse to
select a desired display state of the liquid crystal, the
voltage pulses including the reset pulse and the
selection pulse being applied to each of the selected
scan electrodes sequentially for repetitious writing;
and

the part of the pixels of the liquid crystal display which
does not correspond to the selected scan electrodes
and which maintains a display by use of a memory
effect of the liquid crystal includes pixels making
displays of intermediate tones.

O T



patsnap

FRBHORF) EEEREE
DFH(RE)S US6888522 NI (»&E)B 2005-05-03
HiES Us09/537773 RiFH 2000-03-29

HRIFRE(ERR)A(E) ek att
B (T M) A(F) MINOLTA CO. , LTD.

LETEHB(ERR)A(E) MINOLTA CO. , LTD.

FR1& 8 A SHIBATA YOSHIFUMI
HASHIMOTO KIYOFUMI
YAMAKAWA ELJI
HOTOMI HIDEO
MASAZUMI NAOKI
KOHRIYAMA KOICHI

RBEA SHIBATA, YOSHIFUMI
HASHIMOTO, KIYOFUMI
YAMAKAWA, ElJI
HOTOMI, HIDEO
MASAZUMI, NAOKI
KOHRIYAMA, KOICHI

IPCH#ES G09G3/36

CPCH#S G09G3/3629 GO6F3/1423 G09G2300/023 G09G2300/0486 G09G2310/065 G09G2310/0275
G09G2310/04 G09G2310/061 G09G2310/0267

RIEBHF(IF) BEERRMESFIWOOD

HER(F) SHANKAR , VIJAY

BB wE R (X) P45 /RNITIN

R AR 1999093007 1999-03-31 JP
1999161939 1999-06-09 JP
1999279074 1999-09-30 JP

SNEBEEE Espacenet USPTO

BEF)

—MEEETRE  AARRETS  ZRBETHELARFCZRNNF ARSI BRI ERER 5 ERS . EREH
FREAAML S AR LAGERXANZHERGERKE, EEETREAUE—IMFELEGE S RBENE-IRE. £—8

TaREERLEZANNRAERRERE  HEFTRNER |

RENBANE, £ERNEREANEE  fIHHRANER  EFEE-—EREFE L,

HEEZMATERHLER, F_ERHFRRBIERE , HREER


https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/65222c74-6fe2-4818-9a66-b037b79af5f5
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/034527473/publication/US6888522B1?q=US6888522B1
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsrchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1=6888522.PN.&OS=PN/6888522&RS=PN/6888522

DN MORR,
T L ]

TR DL




