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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE USING
HOLOGRAPHIC DIFFUSER

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent
Application No. 2001-69444, filed on Nov. 8, 2001, which
is hereby incorporated by reference for all purposes as if
fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to liquid crystal display
(LCD) devices, and more particularly to an LCD device
including a diffuser.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Owing to their small size, light weight, and low power
consumption, flat panel display (FPD) devices have been the
subject of much research in the field of information tech-
nology. Among the many types of FPD devices, LCD
devices have excellent color, resolution, and display char-
acteristics and are used in devices such as notebook personal
computers (PCs), desktop PCs, etc. Generally, LCD devices
include first and second electrode bearing substrates coupled
1o, and spaced apart from each other by a layer of liquid
crystal material. LCD devices exploit anisotropic optical
properties of the liquid crystal material and display images.
In particular, electric fields generated when a voltage is
applied to the electrodes on the substrates can selectively
manipulate the light transmittance characteristics of the
liquid crystal material.

FIG. 1 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
cell in a related art transmissive-type LCD device.

Referring to FIG. 1, liquid crystal cells generally include
first and second transparent substrates 10 and 20, respec-
tively, that are coupled to, and spaced apart from each other
by a layer of liquid crystal material 30. A thin film transistor
(TFT) “T” is arranged on an inner surface of the first
substrate 10 and includes a gate electrode 11, a gate insu-
lating layer 12, an active layer 13, an ohmic contact layer 14,
a source electrode 154, and a drain electrode 155. A passi-
vation layer 16 covers the TFT and includes a contact hole
16¢ exposing the drain electrode 15b. A pixel electrode 17
made of transparent conductive material is formed on the
passivation layer 16 and contacts the drain electrode 154
through the contact hole 16c.

A black matrix 21 is arranged on an inner surface of the
second substrate 20 at a position corresponding to the
location of the TFT on the first substrate 10. Individual color
filters 22a and 225 are provided on the black matrix 21 and
include one of red (R), green (G), and blue (B) filters. Each
color filter is arranged in a location corresponding with the
location of a respective pixel electrode 17 on the first
substrate 10. A common electrode 23 made of transparent
conductive material is formed on the color filters 224 and
22b.

A layer of liquid crystal material 30 is provided between
the pixel and common electrodes 17 and 23, respectively.
When a voltage is applied to the pixel and common elec-
trodes 17 and 23, respectively, molecules within the liquid
crystal material 30 become realigned and the light transmit-
tance characteristics of the light crystal material 30 may be
altered. Although not shown, orientation films are formed on
the pixel and common electrodes to align the liquid crystal
molecules within the liquid crystal cell.

Liquid crystal cells, by themselves, do not emit light.
Therefore, images created by transmissive-type LCD
devices are typically displayed using external light sources
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2
(e.g., backlights arranged under the first polarizer 41). The
light generated by the external light sources is selectively
transmitted by the liquid crystal cell.

First and second polarizers 41 and 42, respectively, are
arranged on exterior surfaces of the first and second sub-
strates 10 and 20, respectively, such that their respective
transmission axes are oriented perpendicular to each other.
The polarizers convert unpolarized light emitted by the
external light source into linearly polarized light. Due to the
presence of the first and second polarizers, only light having
a polarization direction parallel to a transmission axis of
each polarizer may be transmitted through the liquid crystal
cell.

Provided with a backlight and the polarizers, transmissive
LCD devices display images at a high brightness along a
primary viewing angle while images are displayed at a low
brightness along viewing angles outside the primary viewing
angle. To compensate between the differences in brightness
along the various viewing angles, diffusers are typically
disposed over the liquid crystal cell to scatter transmitted
light. Accordingly, diffusers allow LCD devices to display
images at a uniform brightness over many viewing angles.
In particular, diffusers capable of scattering light by holo-
graphic methods provide LCD devices with excellent view-
ing capabilities.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a related LCD
device using a holographic diffuser.

Referring to FIG. 2, a first polarizer 50 may be arranged
under a liquid crystal cell 40, wherein the liquid crystal cell
40 includes a layer of liquid crystal material 45 provided
between two substrates 41 and 42 having electrodes 43 and
44. A backlight 60 is arranged under the first polarizer 50
while a holographic diffuser 70 and a second polarizer 80 are
sequentially arranged over the liquid crystal cell 40.

Typical holographic diffusers 70 include an upper diffus-
ing layer 71 and lower overcoat layer 72, both made of
organic material. The topography of a lower surface of the
diffusing layer 71 includes a holographic pattern. The over-
coat layer 72 includes an upper surface that conformally
contacts the lower surface of the diffusing layer 71 while a
lower surface of the overcoat layer 72 presents a substan-
tially planar surface to the liquid crystal panel 40. The
diffusing layer 71 and the overcoat layer 72 have different
refractive indices and scatter light transmitted to the second
polarizer 80.

As the difference in the refractive index between the
diffusing layer 71 and the overcoat layer 72 increases, the
diffusion angle of the holographic diffuser and the viewing
angle of the LCD device increases. Generally, differences in
refractive index of over about 0.3 are achieved by providing
the diffusing layer 71 with a refractive index greater than
about 1.6 and the overcoat layer 72 with a refractive index
less than about 1.3.

Use of the aforementioned holographic diffuser is disad-
vantageous, however, in that organic materials with low
refractive indices have poor adhesive characteristics and
forming overcoat layers conformally over the holographic
pattern diffusing layers is a complex, time consuming pro-
cess. Accordingly, LCD devices fabricated with the afore-
mentioned holographic diffuser tend to be expensive and
have a low reliability.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a liquid
crystal display device that substantially obviates one or more
of the problems due to limitations and disadvantages of the
related art.

An advantage of the present invention provides a liquid
crystal display device having a uniform brightness, high
reliability, low cost, and simple manufacturing process.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will
be set forth in the description which follows, and in part will
be apparent from the description, or may be learned by
practice of the invention. These and other advantages of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure
particularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the present invention, as embodied and
broadly described, a liquid crystal display device may, for
example, include a liquid crystal cell, a first polarizer
arranged under the liquid crystal cell, a backlight arranged
under the first polarizer, and a holographic diffuser arranged
over the liquid crystal cell.

In one aspect of the present invention, the holographic
diffuser may include a spacer arranged under a diffusing
layer.

In another aspect of the present invention, a topography of
a lower surface of the diffusing layer may include a holo-
graphic pattern.

In yet another aspect of the present invention, the spacer
may include an open portion.

In still another aspect of the present invention, a second
polarizer may be arranged over the holographic diffuser.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a related art
transmissive-type LCD device;

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a related art
LCD device including a holographic diffuser;

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an LCD device
according to one aspect of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of a holographic
diffuser according to one aspect of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present invention, example of which is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, similar refer-
ence numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer
to the same or like parts.

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an LCD device
according to one aspect of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, a liquid crystal cell 110 may, for
example, include first and second substrates 111 and 112,
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respectively, that are coupled to, and spaced apart from each
other by a layer of liquid crystal material 115. First and
second electrodes 113 and 114, respectively, may be formed
on interior surfaces of the first and second substrates 111 and
112, respectively. Although not shown, the liquid crystal cell
110 may further include thin film transistors (TFTs), pixel
electrodes, and a color filter layer. The TFT and the pixel
electrodes may be formed on the first or second substrates
111 or 112 while the color filter layer may be formed on the
substrate supporting the pixel electrode or on the substrate
not supporting the pixel electrode. In one aspect of the
present invention, the color filter layer may provided as an
absorbent-type or a cholesteric-liquid-crystal-type color fil-
ter.

A first polarizer 120, for transmitting light parallel to its
transmission axis, and a backlight 130, for generating unpo-
larized light, may be sequentially disposed under the liquid
crystal cell 110. The backlight 130 may, for example,
include a linear light source 131 (e.g., a lamp) for generating
the light and a light guide 132 for transmitting the light as
a planar light source. In one aspect of the present invention,
a collimated pattern may be formed in a surface of the light
guide 132 to improve optical properties of the light trans-
mitted through the light guide 132. In another aspect of the
present invention, a collimating film may be arranged over
the light guiding plate 132 to improve optical properties of
the light transmitted through the light guide 132.

According to the principles of the present invention, a
holographic diffuser 140 and a second polarizer 150 may be
sequentially arranged over the liquid crystal cell 110. The
second polarizer 150 may, for example, transmit linearly
polarized light. In another aspect of the present invention, a
retardation plate having, for example, a retardation value of
M4 (e.g., a quarter wave plate), may be arranged between the
second polarizer 150 and the holographic diffuser 140. The
holographic diffuser 140 may diffuse light transmitted
through the liquid crystal cell 110 and allow images to be
displayed at a uniform brightness within a wide viewing
angle.

In an alternative aspect of the present invention, first and
second polarizers 120 and 150 may be arranged within an
interior of the liquid crystal cell 110. Accordingly, the first
polarizer 120 may be disposed between the first substrate
111 and the first electrode 113 or between the first electrode
113 and the layer of liquid crystal material 115 while the
second polarizer 150 may be disposed between the second
substrate 112 and the second electrode 114 or between the
second electrode 114 and the layer of liquid crystal material
115.

In one aspect of the present invention, the holographic
diffuser 140 may, for example, include a spacer 142 and a
diffusing layer 141 sequentially arranged over the liquid
crystal cell 110. The spacer 142 may include an open portion
and the topography of the lower surface of the diffusing
layer 141 may include a holographic pattern. The spacer 142
may contact a periphery of the diffusing layer 141 and air
may be provided within the open portion 143. The spacer
142 may be attached to both the diffusing layer 141 and the
liquid crystal cell 110 via adhesive material (not shown) or
other well known means.

In one aspect of the present invention, excluding the
thickness of the holographic pattern, the diffusing layer 141
may have a thickness within a range of several tens to
several hundreds micrometers. In another aspect of the
present invention, the diffusing layer 141 may be formed on
a substrate that has undergone a surface treatment imparting
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a predetermined resistance to scratching, tearing, or other
distortion caused by externally applied forces.

FI1G. 4 illustrates a perspective view of a holographic
diffuser according to one aspect of the present invention.

Referring to FI1G. 4, the holographic diffuser 140 may, for
example, include a diffusing layer 141 arranged over a
spacer 142. As mentioned above, the topography of the
lower surface of the diffusing layer 141 may include a
holographic pattern and the spacer 142 may include an open
portion 144. 1n one aspect of the present invention, the
thickness of the spacer 142 may be greater than the thickness
of the holographic pattern. The spacer 142 may, for example,
be formed from a material such as a polyester and have a
thickness between about 0.3 um and about 100 um. In
another aspect of the present invention, when the spacer 142
contacts the liquid crystal cell 110, air 144 may be provided
within a space between the diffusing layer 141, the spacer
142, and the liquid crystal cell 110.

According to the principles of the present invention, the
diffusing layer 141 may, for example, be formed of an
organic material (e.g., an organic resin) having a refractive
index between about 1.1 and about 1.9 (e.g., about 1.5). As
air typically has a refractive index of about 1.0, the differ-
ence in refractive indices between the diffusing layer and the
air within the opening may be greater than about 0.5.
Accordingly, a diffusion angle of the holographic diffuser,
and thus the viewing angle of the LCD device, may be
increased over holographic diffusers such as those illustrated
in F1G. 2.

In one aspect of the present invention, the diffusing layer
141 may be fabricated by coating a light or heat curable resin
on a substrate and pressing the resin using, for example, a
stamping device having a holographic pattern. After being
pressed, the resin may be cured and the diffusing layer may
thus be formed. 1n one aspect of the present invention, the
stamping device may be removed from the resin before or
after the curing is initiated or completed. 1n one aspect of the
present invention, the second polarizer 150 may be provided
as the substrate on which the diffusing layer 141 is formed.
1n another aspect of the present invention, if the LCD device
includes the retardation plate, the retardation plate may be
used as the substrate on which the diffusing layer 141 is
formed.

Since a spacer having an open portion may be arranged
between a liquid crystal cell and a diffusing layer including
a holographic pattern, a fabricating process of an LCD
device using a holographic diffuser may be simplified.
Accordingly, the fabrication cost may be reduced while
increasing the reliability of the LCD device. Moreover, since
the holographic diffuser is composed of the diffusing layer
and air, a difference in refractive indices may be maximized.

1t will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
cover the modifications and variations of this invention
provided they come within the scope of the appended claims
and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a liquid crystal cell;

a first polarizer;

a second polarizer;

a backlight under the first polarizer; and

a holographic diffuser over the liquid crystal cell, the

holographic diffuser including a spacer and a diffusing
layer over the spacer, wherein the spacer includes an
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open portion and a topography of a lower surface of the
diffusing layer includes a holographic pattern.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the first
polarizer is under the liquid crystal cell.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the second
polarizer is over the holographic diffuser.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein the liquid
crystal cell further comprises:

a first substrate having a first surface; and

a second substrate having a second surface, facing the first

surface.

5. The device according to claim 4, wherein the liquid
crystal cell further comprises:

a first plurality of electrodes formed on the first surface;

and

a second plurality of electrodes formed on the second

surface.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the liquid
crystal cell further comprises liquid crystal material between
the first and second plurality of electrodes.

7. The device according to claim 5, wherein the first
polarizer is between the first substrate and the first plurality
of electrodes.

8. The device according to claim 5, wherein the second
polarizer is between the second substrate and the second
plurality of electrodes.

9. The device according to claim 6, wherein the first
polarizer is between the first plurality of electrodes and the
liquid crystal material.

10. The device according to claim 6, wherein the second
polarizer is between the second plurality of electrodes and
the liquid crystal material.

11. The device according to claim 1, wherein the spacer
contacts a periphery of the diffusing layer.

12. The device according to claim 1, wherein the spacer
has a first thickness; and the holographic pattern has a
second thickness, less than the first thickness.

13. The device according to claim 1, wherein air is
arranged within the open portion.

14. The device according to claim 13, wherein the dif-
fusing layer has a different refractive index from the air.

15. The device according to claim 1, wherein the diffusing
layer is formed from an organic resin.

16. The device according to claim 1, wherein the diffusing
layer has a refractive index between about 1.1 and about 1.9.

17. The device according to claim 1, wherein the diffusing
layer has a refractive index of about 1.5.

18. The device according to claim 1, wherein the spacer
is formed from a polyester.

19. The device according to claim 1, wherein the spacer
has a thickness between about 0.3 pm and about 100 pm.

20. The device according to claim 1, wherein the diffusing
layer is formed on the second polarizer.

21. The device according to claim 1, further comprising a
retardation plate between the second polarizer and the
holographic diffuser.

22. The device according to claim 21, wherein the dif-
fusing layer is formed on the retardation plate.

23. The device according to claim 1, wherein the spacer
is attached to the diffusing layer and the liquid crystal cell
via adhesive material.

24. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a liquid crystal cell having first and second surfaces

opposite to each other;

a spacer contacting a periphery of the first surface of the

liquid crystal cell;
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a diffusing layer over the spacer, wherein the spacer
completely separates the diffusing layer from the first
surface of the liquid crystal cell; and

a backlight unit near the second surface of the liquid
crystal cell, wherein the liquid crystal cell is between
the backlight unit and the diffusing layer.

25. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a backlight unit;

a liquid crystal cell over the backlight unit; and

a diffusing layer over the liquid crystal cell, wherein the
diffusing layer and the liquid crystal cell are separated
from each other by air and a spacer at a periphery of the
diffusing layer and wherein the liquid crystal cell is
between the backlight unit and the diffusing layer.

5

10

8
26. A display device, comprising:
a display panel with first surface facing a viewer;

a spacer contacting a periphery of the first surface of the
display panel; and

a diffusing layer having a holographic pattern over the
spacer, wherein an air gap is formed between the
diffusing layer and the first surface of the display panel
due to a height of the spacer and wherein the spacer
completely separates the diffusing layer from the first
surface of the display panel.
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