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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE AND
VIEWING ANGLE CONTROL MODULE

This application is the U.S. national phase of International
Application No. PCT/IP2007/058252, filed 16 Apr. 2007,
which designated the U.S. and claims priority to Japan Appli-
cation No. 2006-217408, filed 9 Aug. 2006, the entire con-
tents of each of which are hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a display device (e.g., a
liquid crystal display device) capable of switching viewing
angle characteristics.

BACKGROUND ART

In general, a display device is required to have a viewing
angle characteristic (wide viewing angle characteristic) that
allows a sharp image to be viewed from a larger number of
viewing points. However, depending on an operation envi-
ronment, it may be preferable that only a user can view
displayed contents. It is highly likely that, for example, a
laptop computer, a mobile information terminal (PDA: Per-
sonal Data Assistant), or a mobile phone is used in a place,
such as a train or an airplane, where the general public is
present. In such an operation environment, in view of security
protection or privacy protection, it is desirable that the display
device takes a viewing angle characteristic (a narrow viewing
angle characteristic) with which only a user can view a dis-
played image (from a limited viewing point) and the sur-
rounding people cannot view the displayed image (from other
viewing points).

Recently, it is demanded that one display device is pro-
vided with capability of switching between a wide viewing
angle characteristic and a narrow viewing angle characteris-
tic.

In response to such a demand, for example, Patent Docu-
ment 1 discloses a liquid crystal display device in which: a
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel is provided above
a display liquid crystal panel; the viewing-angle-control lig-
uid crystal panel and the display liquid crystal panel are
sandwiched by two polarizing plates; and a viewing angle
characteristic is controlled by adjusting a voltage that is
applied to the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel, so
that a viewing angle characteristic is controlled.

[Patent Document 1]

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. 268251/

1998 (Tokukaihei 10-268251) (published on Oct. 9, 1998)

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

However, in the conventional liquid crystal display device,
a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel and an upper
polarizing plate need to be provided in accordance with a
rubbing direction of a substrate constituting a display liquid
crystal panel (or a direction of a polarization axis of a lower
polarizing plate). In other words, the display liquid crystal
panel determines a direction in which an image can be viewed
and a direction in which an image cannot be viewed (viewing
restricted direction) in the case of a narrow viewing angle
characteristic operation. Therefore, the viewing restricted
direction cannot be set unrestrainedly.

The present invention is attained in view of the conven-
tional problem. An object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a liquid crystal display device that allows a viewing
restricted direction to be set as appropriate.
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2

In order to solve the problem, the liquid crystal display
device of the present invention that includes a display liquid
crystal panel and a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel
and that is capable of switching viewing angle characteristics,
the liquid crystal display device includes: a retardation mem-
ber for setting a viewing restricted direction which retardation
member being provided between the display liquid crystal
panel and the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel.

According to the arrangement, an appropriate retardation
member (for example, a %2 wavelength plate) is provided
between the display liquid crystal panel and the viewing-
angle-control liquid crystal panel. This allows changing a
polarization direction (a direction of a polarization axis) of a
linearly polarized light that has passed through the display
liquid crystal panel or the viewing-angle-control liquid crys-
tal panel. This makes it possible to change a viewing
restricted direction set by the viewing-angle-control panel.
That is, an appropriate retardation member is employed and
an axis of the retardation member is set as appropriate. This
makes it possible to appropriately set the viewing restricted
direction in the case of a narrow viewing characteristic opera-
tion.

The liquid crystal display device may have an arrangement
in which: the display liquid crystal panel includes a first
polarizing member, a display liquid crystal cell, and a second
polarizing member overlapped in this order, and the viewing-
angle-control liquid crystal panel includes a third polarizing
member, a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell, and a
fourth polarizing member overlapped in this order; and the
retardation member is provided between the second polariz-
ing member and the third polarizing member.

The retardation member may be a half wavelength plate
(V2h plate). In this case, the second and third polarizing mem-
bers are provided so that an angle between a transmission axis
of the second polarizing plate and an axis of the half wave-
length plate becomes equal to an angle between the axis ofthe
half wavelength plate and a transmission axis of the third
polarizing plate. According to the arrangement, a polarization
direction (a direction of a polarization axis) of a linearly
polarized light that has passed through the display liquid
crystal panel can be changed while an intensity of the linearly
polarized light is kept the same.

The retardation member may be arranged by two ¥4 wave-
length plates provided in parallel (so that axes of the Y4
wavelength plate become parallel to each other).

The liquid crystal display device may further include: a
retardation plate at least either between the first polarizing
member and the display liquid crystal cell or between the
second polarizing member and the display liquid crystal cell.
Moreover, the liquid crystal display device may further
include: a retardation plate at least either between the third
polarizing member and the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal cell or between the fourth polarizing member and the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell. In this way, the
retardation plate is provided between a polarizing plate and a
liquid crystal cell. This makes it possible to perform optical
compensation of an elliptically polarized light. This ellipti-
cally polarized light is produced by birefringence that is
caused by the liquid crystal cell.

The liquid crystal display device may be provided with a
backlight and the display liquid crystal panel provided
between the backlight and the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal panel. Moreover, the liquid crystal display device may
be provided with a backlight and the viewing-angle-control
liquid crystal panel provided between the backlight and the
display liquid crystal panel.
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In the liquid crystal display device, it is preferable that the
light emitted from a backlight has directivity.

A viewing angle control module of the present invention
constituting a liquid crystal display device capable of switch-
ing, in combination with a display liquid crystal panel, view-
ing angle characteristics, the viewing angle control module
includes: a retardation member for setting a viewing
restricted direction and a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
panel which are provided in this order from a side provided
with the display liquid crystal panel.

The arrangement makes it possible to change, by use of the
retardation member, a polarization direction (a direction of a
polarization axis) of the linearly polarized light that has
passed through the display liquid crystal panel or the viewing-
angle-control liquid crystal panel. As a result, a viewing
restricted direction set by the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal panel can be changed. That is, by using an appropriate
retardation member and setting an axis of the retardation
member appropriately, a viewing restricted direction can be
set as appropriate.

In the viewing angle control module, the viewing-angle-
control liquid crystal panel may include a first polarizing
member, a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell, and a
second polarizing member overlapped in this order.

In the viewing angle control module, the retardation mem-
ber may be a half wavelength plate. In this case, an angle
between a polarization axis of light that enters the viewing
angle control module or exits from the viewing angle control
module and an axis of the half wavelength plate is arranged to
be equal to an angle between the axis of the half wavelength
plate and a transmission axis of the first polarizing plate.
According to the arrangement, a polarization direction (a
direction of a polarization axis) of a linearly polarized light
that has passed through the display liquid crystal panel can be
changed while an intensity of the linearly polarized light is
kept the same.

The retardation member may be arranged by two 4 wave-
length plates provided in parallel.

As described above, according to the liquid crystal display
device of the present invention, an appropriate retardation
member (for example, a %2 wavelength plate) is provided
between the display liquid crystal panel and the viewing-
angle-control liquid crystal panel. This makes it possible to
change a polarization direction (a direction of a polarization
axis) of a linearly polarized light that has passed through a
display. As aresult, a viewing restricted direction can be set as
appropriate in the case of a narrow viewing angle charactet-
istic operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an
example of an arrangement of a liquid crystal display device
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating an
example of an arrangement of the liquid crystal display
device of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view illustrating an arrangement
an arrangement of the liquid crystal display device of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically illustrating an effect of a
M2 plate.

FIG. 5 is a diagram schematically illustrating an effect of a
setting retardation plate.

FIG. 6 is a diagram schematically illustrating an effect of a
setting retardation plate.
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4

FIG. 7 is a cross sectional view illustrating another
arrangement of the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 1s a cross sectional view illustrating a modified
example of the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention.

FIG.9 is a cross sectional view illustrating an arrangement
in which a display liquid crystal plate is combined with a
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel to which a setting
retardation plate has been fixed.

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view illustrating an arrange-
ment in which a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal plate is
combined with a display liquid crystal panel to which a set-
ting retardation plate has been fixed.

FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view illustrating an example of
an arrangement of the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
panel in the liquid crystal device of the present invention.

FIG. 12(a) is a perspective view illustrating an alignment
state of aliquid crystal molecule of the viewing-angle-control
panel in a narrow viewing angle mode.

FIG. 12(b) is a perspective view illustrating an alignment
state of a liquid crystal molecule of the viewing-angle-control
panel in a wide viewing angle mode.

FIG. 13 is a diagram that expresses, in two angles (a polar
angle and an azimuth angle), a plurality of viewing points
with respect to the viewing-angle-control panel provided in
the same direction as the viewing-angle-control panel in each
of FIGS. 12(¢) and 12(b), and schematically explains each of
the plurality of viewing points.

FIG. 14(a) is a diagram illustrating a positional relation-
ship between a liquid crystal molecule and a transmission
axis of a polarizing plate in a case where the viewing-angle-
control panel is viewed from a viewing point P,.

FIG. 14(d) is a diagram illustrating a positional relation-
ship between the liquid crystal molecule and the transmission
axis of the polarizing plate in a case where the viewing-angle-
control panel is viewed from a viewing point P,.

FIG. 14(c) is a diagramillustrating a positional relationship
between the liquid crystal molecule and the transmission axis
of the polarizing plate at the time when the viewing-angle-
control panel are viewed from a viewing point P;.

FIG. 15 is a chart illustrating a viewing angle characteristic
(dependency of luminance distribution on the polar angle and
the azimuth angle) in the narrow viewing angle mode.

FIG.16is a chart illustrating a viewing angle characteristic
(dependency of luminance distribution on the polar angle and
the azimuth angle) in the wide viewing angle mode.

FIG. 17 is a cross sectional view illustrating an arrange-
ment in which (i) one A/4 plate is fixed on an upper surface of
the display liquid crystal panel and another A/4 plate is fixed
on a lower surface of the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
panel and (ii) the display liquid crystal panel with the one A/4
plate is combined with the viewing-angle-control liquid crys-
tal panel with the another A/4 plate.

REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 Display Liquid Crystal Panel

2 Viewing-Angle-Control Liquid Crystal Panel

3 Backlight

7 Setting Retardation Plate (A/2 Plate, Retardation Mem-
ber)

10 Liquid Crystal Display Device

11 Liquid Crystal Cell

12 Second Polarizing Plate

13 First Polarizing Plate

21 Liquid Crystal Cell
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22 Fourth Polarizing Plate
23 Third Polarizing Plate
24 Retardation Plate
25 Retardation Plate
49 Viewing Angle Control Module
77a )/4 Plate (Retardation Member)
776 3./4 Plate (Retardation Member)
X, Transmission Axis
X,, Transmission Axis
X,; Transmission Axis
A Axis of Setting Retardation Plate (A/2 Plate)

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

The following explains one embodiment of the present
invention, with reference to FIGS. 1 through 17.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view schematically illustrating a
liquid crystal display device 10 of the present invention. As
illustrated in FIG. 3, the liquid crystal display device 10
includes a display liquid crystal panel 1 that displays an
image, a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2 that
switches viewing angle characteristics of the liquid crystal
display device 10, a setting retardation plate (%/2h plate) 7 that
is provided between the display liquid crystal panel 1 and the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2 for setting a
viewing restricted direction, and a backlight 3.

In the display liquid crystal panel 1, a first polarizing plate
13, a display liquid crystal cell 11 in which a liquid crystal is
sandwiched by a pair of light-transmitting substrates, and a
second polarizing plate 12 are provided in this order. In the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2, a third polariz-
ing plate 23, a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell 21 in
which a liquid crystal is sandwiched by a pair of light-trans-
mitting substrates are provided in this order. The setting retar-
dation plate 7 is provided between the second polarizing plate
12 and the third polarizing plate 23.

The liquid crystal display device 10 can take a wide view-
ing angle mode (wide viewing angle characteristic) and a
narrow viewing angle mode (narrow viewing angle charac-
teristic), by a switching operation of the liquid crystal pro-
vided in the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell 21. In
the wide viewing angle mode, an image of the display liquid
crystal panel 1 can be viewed from alarger number of viewing
points. In the narrow viewing angle mode, the image of the
display liquid crystal panel can be viewed from only a limited
viewing point. The narrow viewing angle mode is suitable in
a case where it is unfavorable that the image of the display
liquid crystal panel 1 is viewed by others. Meanwhile, the
wide viewing angle mode is suitable, for example, in general
use or in a case where an image of the display liquid crystal
panel 1 is desired to be viewed simultaneously by a plurality
of people.

A liquid crystal mode, a cell structure, and a driving mode
of the display liquid crystal panel 1 may be determined as
appropriate. That is, any liquid crystal panel (for example, a
TN liquid crystal panel or an ASV liquid crystal panel)
capable of displaying a character, an image, or a moving
image may be used as the display liquid crystal panel 1. The
display liquid crystal panel 1 may also be a semi-transmissive
liquid crystal panel. Further, the display liquid crystal panel 1
may be a panel capable of performing color display or a panel
exclusive to monochrome display. An arrangement of the
backlight 3 is also determined as appropriate. For example,
the backlight 3 may be a backlight that emits light having
directivity.
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6

A liquid crystal layer of the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal cell 21 is made of, for example, a positive nematic
liquid crystal in a homogenous alignment. A surface of the
second polarizing plate 12 may be subjected to a diffusion
treatment such as an AG treatment. The first polarizing plate
13 is a so-called a clear polarizing plate that is not subjected
to a surface treatment.

With reference to FIGS. 12(a) and 12(b), an arrangement
and an operation of the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
panel 2 are explained. FIGS. 12(a) and 12(b) are diagrams
each schematically illustrating mainly an arrangement of the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2. FIG. 12(a)
shows an alignment state of a liquid crystal molecule of the
viewing-angle-control panel in the narrow viewing angle
mode. FIG. 12(b) shows an alignment state of a liquid crystal
molecule of the viewing-angle-control panel in the wide
viewing angle mode.

As illustrated in FIGS. 12(a) and 12(b), the viewing-angle-
control liquid crystal cell 21 includes a pair of light-transmit-
ting substrates 21a and 215. On surfaces of the light-trans-
mitting substrates 21a and 215, transparent electrodes (not
illustrated) are formed by use of, for example, ITO (Indium
Tin Oxide), respectively. Because the display liquid crystal
cell 11 needs to drive a liquid crystal for each display umt
suich as a pixel unit or a segment unit, the display liquid crystal
cell 11 has an electrode structure in accordance with the
display unit. On the other hand, an electrode arrangement of
the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell 21 is not limited.
The viewing-angle-control liquid crystal cell 21 may have,
for example, an arrangement in which uniform electrodes are
formed on an entire surface of each of the light-transmitting
substrates 21a and 215 for carrying out uniform switching all
over a display surface or other appropriate electrode arrange-
ment.

On an upper layer of the transparent electrode, an align-
ment film (not illustrated) is formed. This alignment film
aligns liquid crystal molecules 21c. The alignment film is
subjected to a rubbing treatment according to a publicly
known method. Arrows Ra and Rb in FIGS. 12(a) and 12()
shows rubbing directions of the light-transmitting substrates
21a and 215, respectively. As illustrated in FIGS. 12(a) and
12(b), the rubbing direction Ra with respect to the alignment
film of the light-transmitting substrate 21a is substantially
parallel and in a reverse direction with respect to the rubbing
direction Rb with respect to the alignment film of the light-
transmitting substrate 215.

In other words, the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
device 21 (hereinafter, referred to as a liquid crystal cell 21 as
appropriate) is a so-called parallel cell that has a twist angle of
0 (no twist). In the present embodiment, the liquid crystal
provided in the liquid crystal cell 21 is a liquid crystal in a
homogenous alignment. Accordingly, each of the liquid crys-
tal molecules 21¢ of the liquid crystal cell 21 is aligned so that
a long molecular axis becomes parallel to a substrate surface
of each of the substrates 21a and 215 at the time when no
voltage is applied. A retardation value d-An (d is a thickness of
the cell, and An is a birefringence) of the liquid crystal layer
of the liquid crystal cell 21 is, for example, in a range of 350
nm to 450 nm.

When a voltage is applied between electrodes (not illus-
trated) that are provided on the light-transmitting substrates
21a and 215, respectively, the liquid crystal molecules 21¢
gradually changes a direction according to a size of the
applied voltage. The liquid crystal molecule 21¢ changes the
direction from a state parallel to the substrate surface, within
aplane that is perpendicular to a normal of each of the light-
transmitting substrates 21a and 215 as illustrated in FIG.
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12(a) and parallel to the respective rubbing directions Ra and
Rb with respect to the alignment films of the light-transmit-
ting substrates 21a and 215. When the applied voltage reaches
a predetermined value, the liquid crystal molecule 21c¢ is
oriented in a state in which the long molecular axis is sub-
stantially perpendicular to the substrate surface of each of the
light-transmitting substrates 21a and 215. That is, FIG. 12(a)
shows a state in which the long molecular axis of the liquid
crystal molecule 21c is slightly tilted with respect to the
normal of each of the light-transmitting substrate 21a and 215
due to an applied voltage V; (a voltage in a range of, for
example, approximately 2.5 V to 3.5 V). FIG. 12(b) shows a
state in which the long molecular axis of the liquid crystal
molecule 21¢ is substantially perpendicular with respect to
the substrate surface of each of the light-transmitting sub-
strate 21a and 215 due to an applied voltage V, (a voltage, for
example, not less than 5.0 V).

As illustrated in FIG. 12(a), in the viewing-angle-control
panel 2, the third polarizing plate 23 provided below the
liquid crystal cell 21 and the fourth polarizing plate 22 pro-
vided above the liquid crystal cell 21 are provided so that a
transmission axis X, of the polarizing plate 22 and a trans-
mission axis X,, of the polarizing plate 23 become substan-
tially orthogonal.

In a case where the transmission axis X, and the transmis-
sion axis X,, are arranged to be substantially orthogonal in
this way (that is, an angle between the transmission axis X,
and the transmission axis X, is in a range of 800 to 100°), a
sufficient effect can be obtained from switching viewing
angles. The transmission axis X,, of the fourth polarizing
plate 22 keeps tilt at an angle in a range of 40° to 50° (pref-
erably 45°).

Here, with reference to FIG. 13 and FIGS. 14(a) through
14(c), in addition to the above-explained FIGS. 12(a) and
12(b), the following explains a principle of switching the
viewing angle characteristics of the liquid crystal display
device 10 between the wide viewing angle mode and the
narrow viewing angle mode, by using the viewing-angle-
control panel 2. In the following explanation, a viewing point
with respect to the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is expressed
in an azimuth angle 8 and a polar angle ¢ that use a center of
the fourth polarizing plate 22 as a reference. Here, the azi-
muth angle 6 is a rotational angle ofa line connecting between
a center 22¢ of the fourth polarizing plate 22 and a point at
which a perpendicular line from a viewing point to a plane
including a surface of the fourth polarizing plate 22 intersects
with the plane. The polar angle ¢ is an angle between a line
connecting the center 22¢ of the fourth polarizing plate 22
with the viewing point and a normal of the fourth polarizing
plate 22.

FIG. 13 shows three viewing points P, through P, with
respect to the viewing-angle-control panel 2 that is provided
in the same direction as that in FIGS. 12(a) and 12(4). The
azimuth angle 0 increases clockwise in a case where the
viewing-angle-control panel 2 is viewed from an upper side in
a normal direction of the fourth polarizing plate 22, on an
assumption that the azimuth angle of the viewing point P, is
0°. Asillustrated in FIG. 13, the viewing point P, is expressed
in the azimuth angle 6,=0° and the polar angle=¢1. The
viewing point P, is expressed in the azimuth angle 0,=90° and
the polar angle=¢2. The viewing point P, is expressed in the
azimuth angle 6,=180° and the polar angle=¢3.

With reference to FIGS. 14(a) through 14(c), the following
explains display states that are observed from the viewing
points P, through P, shown in FIG. 13, respectively, in a case
where the long molecular axis of the liquid crystal molecule
21cis tilted, due to the applied voltage V; that is applied to the
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liquid crystal cell 21, at a slight angle with respect to the
normal of each of the light-transmitting substrates 21a and
2154 (in the case of FIG. 12(a)). FIG. 15 is a chart illustrating
aviewing angle characteristic (dependency of luminance dis-
tribution on the polar angle and the azimuth angle) in the
narrow viewing angle mode. FIG. 16 is a viewing angle
characteristic (dependency of luminance distribution on the
polar angle and the azimuth angle) in the wide viewing angle
mode.

When the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is viewed from
the viewing point P, (azimuth angle 6,=0° and polar
angle=¢1) of FIG. 13, the liquid crystal molecule 21c¢ is, as
illustrated in FIG. 14(a), in a state in which the long molecular
axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21c¢ is in parallel to a
viewing point direction (a direction from the viewing point to
the molecule). Consequently, a linearly polarized light that
passes through the third polarizing plate 23 and enters the
liquid crystal cell 21 toward the viewing point P, is not given
birefringence by the liquid crystal molecule 21c¢. As a result,
the fourth polarizing plate 22 shields the linearly polarized
light. Accordingly, a display viewed from the viewing point
P, becomes a black display. In a case where the applied
voltage V; that is applied to the liquid crystal cell 21 is in a
range of approximately 2.5 V to 3.5 V, a sufficient light-
shielding state for preventing others from peeking at the dis-
play is obtained, as illustrated in FIG. 15, at the polar angle ¢
in a range of approximately 30°=¢<90° in the case of the
azimuth angle 6,=0°. In other words, a direction expressed in
the azimuth angle 6,=0° with respect to the center 22¢ of the
fourth polarizing plate 22 becomes a viewing restricted direc-
tion.

L, through L in FIG. 15 are equipotential lines that show
distribution of viewing angles that have luminances of 50
cd/m?, 100 cd/m?, 150 cd/m?, 200 cd/m®, 250 cd/m>, 300
cd/m?, 350 cd/m?, and 400 cd/m?, respectively.

When the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is viewed from
the viewing point P, (azimuth angle 6,=90° and polar
angle=¢2) of FIG. 13, the liquid crystal molecule 21c is, as
illustrated in FIG. 14(b), in a state in which the long molecular
axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21¢ is slightly tilted with
respect to each of the transmission axis X,, of the third polar-
izing plate 22 and the transmission axis X, of the third
polarizing plate 23. Consequently, a very slight birefringence
is produced by the liquid crystal molecule 21¢ in a linearly
polarized light that passes through the third polarizing plate
23 and enters the liquid crystal cell 21 toward the viewing
point P,. However, the fourth polarizing plate 22 shields the
linearly polarized light. Accordingly, a display viewed from
the viewing point P, also becomes a black display. Moreover,
adisplay viewed from a position opposed to the viewing point
P,, that is, a display in a case where the azimuth angle 8 is
270°, also becomes a black display, because of the same
principle as in the observation from the viewing point P,. Ina
case where the applied voltage V, that is applied to the liquid
crystal cell 21 is in a range of approximately 2.5V t0 3.5V, a
sufficient light-shielding state for preventing others from
peeking at the display is obtained, as illustrated in FI1G. 15, at
the polar angle ¢ in a range of approximately 30°=¢<90° in
the case of the azimuth angles 8=90° and 270°. In other
words, directions that are expressed in the azimuth angles
0,=90° and 270°, respectively, with respect to the center 22¢
of the fourth polarizing plate 22 become viewing restricted
directions.

When the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is viewed from
the viewing point P; (azimuth angle 6,=180° and polar
angle=¢3) of FIG. 13, the liquid crystal molecule 21c is, as
illustrated in FIG. 14(c), in a state in which the long molecular
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axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21¢ is tilted at approxi-
mately 45° with respect to each of the transmission axis X,,
of the fourth polarizing plate 22 and the transmission axis X,
of the third polarizing plate 23. Further, the short molecular
axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21c¢ is in parallel to a
viewing point direction (a direction from the viewing point to
the molecule). Consequently, birefringence is given by the
liquid crystal molecule 21¢ to a linearly polarized light that
passes through the third polarizing plate 23 and enters the
liquid crystal cell 21 toward the viewing point P,. This rotates
the polarization axis (polarization direction) of the linearly
polarized light so that the polarization axis agrees with the
transmission axis X, of the fourth polarizing plate 22. As a
result, the linearly polarized light passes through the fourth
polarizing plate 22. Therefore, a favorable display can be
obtained at the viewing point P,. In a case where the applied
voltage V; that is applied to the liquid crystal cell 21 is in a
range of approximately 2.5V to 3.5V as described above, a
favorable display can be obtained as illustrated in FIG. 15, at
the polar angle ¢ in a range of approximately 0°=¢<90° in the
case of the azimuth angle 6,=180°. In other words, a direction
that is expressed in the azimuth angle 6,=180° with respect to
the center 22¢ of the fourth polarizing plate 22 becomes a
viewing restricted direction.

As explained above, when the applied voltage V, is applied
to the liquid crystal cell 21 of the viewing-angle-control lig-
uid crystal panel 2 which applied voltage V, tilts the long
molecular axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21¢ at a slight
angle with respect to a substrate normal (in the case of FIG.
12(a)), a favorable display is obtained only at the azimuth
angle 0 in a narrow range around 180°. In other azimuth
angles, the polarized light in the liquid crystal cell 21 is
shielded by the fourth polarizing plate 22, and the display
becomes a black display. That is, the liquid crystal display
device 10 can be arranged to be in the narrow viewing angle
mode in which the image of the display liquid crystal panel 1
is viewed from only a limited viewing point.

On the other hand, when, as illustrated in FIG. 12(), an
applied voltage V , is applied to the liquid crystal cell 21 of the
viewing-angle-control panel 2 which applied voltage V, tilts
the long molecular axis of the liquid crystal molecule 21¢ to
substantially perpendicular to the substrate, sufficient bire-
fringence that provides a favorable display occurs in light
traveling towards any of the viewing points P, through P, as
illustrated in F1G. 13. In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 16,
substantially all azimuth angles 0 with respect to the center
22¢ of the fourth polarizing plate 22 become viewing allow-
ing directions. This allows arranging the liquid crystal display
device 10 to be in the wide viewing angle mode in which the
image of the display liquid crystal panel 1 can be viewed from
a larger number of viewing points. L through L¢ in FIG. 16
are equipotential lines that show distribution of viewing
angles that have luminances of 130 cd/m?, 240 cd/m?, 350
cd/m?, 460 cd/m?, 570 cd/m?, 680 cd/m>, 790 cd/m?, and 900
cd/m?, respectively.

In this way, in the liquid crystal display device 10 of the
present embodiment, a voltage that is to be applied to the
liquid crystal cell 21 of the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is
switched at least between two stages of the applied voltage
V,; and the applied voltage V. This makes it possible to
switch the viewing angle characteristics of the liquid crystal
display device 10 between the wide viewing angle mode and
the narrow viewing angle mode.

In the liquid crystal display device 10, a direction of the
transmission axis X5 of the third polarizing plate 23 is set as
appropriate by providing the setting retardation plate 7. This
allows the viewing restricted direction in the narrow viewing
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angle mode to be set as appropriate. Here, the setting retar-
dation plate 7 is a 12k (wavelength) plate. In a case where the
linearly polarized light decomposed into two component sign
waves is considered, the setting retardation plate 7 has an
effect to shift, by half'a wavelength (180 degrees), a phase of
one component of the linearly polarized light that is entered.
In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the setting retardation
plate 7 can convert linearly polarized light Li having a polar-
ization axis that has an angle of —c with respect to an axis A
of the setting retardation plate 7 into linearly polarized light
Lo having a polarization axis that has an angle of +a with
respect to the axis A of the setting retardation plate 7. In this
conversion, an intensity of the linearly polarized light Li is not
changed. This makes it possible to set a direction of the
transmission axis of the third polarizing plate 23 as appropri-
ate, by changing an angle of the axis of the setting retardation
plate 7 with respect to the transmission axis of the second
polarizing plate 12.

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 6, an angle of the axis A
of the setting retardation plate 7 with respect to the transmis-
sion axis X, , of the second polarizing plate 12 is 0 degree, the
transmission axis X5 of the third polarizing plate 23 can be
arranged to be at 0 degree with respect to the transmission
axis X, of the second polarizing plate 12. Moreover, because
the transmission axis X, of the third polarizing plate 23 and
the transmission axis X,, of the fourth polarizing plate 22 are
substantially orthogonal, the transmission axis X,, of the
fourth polarizing plate 22 is in the same manner as the trans-
mission axis X, as illustrated in FIG. 13. Accordingly, in the
narrow viewing angle mode, directions of the viewing points
P11 (azimuth angle 0°), P12 (azimuth angle 90°), and P14
(azimuth angle 270°) become viewing restricted directions.
The display from each of these viewing points becomes a
black display. On the other hand, a favorable display can be
obtained in the viewing point P13 (azimuth angle 180°). An
entire arrangement of the liquid crystal display device 10 in
this case is illustrated in FIG. 2. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the
setting retardation plate 7 is provided so that the axis A of the
setting retardation plate 7 becomes parallel to the transmis-
sion axis X , of the second polarizing plate 12. This makes it
possible to set the transmission axis X, of the third polariz-
ing plate 23 to be parallel to the transmission axis X, , of the
second polarizing plate 12. Moreover, the fourth polarizing
plate 22 is provided so that the transmission axis X,, of the
fourth polarizing plate 22 intersects substantially orthogo-
nally to the transmission axis X, of the third polarizing plate
23.

In acase where, as illustrated in F1G. 5, an angle the axis A
of the setting retardation plate 7 with respect to the transmis-
sion axis X, of the second polarizing plate 12 is set to +22.5
degrees, a direction of the transmission axis X,; of the third
polarizing plate 23 can be set to +45 degrees with respect to
the transmission axis X, , of the second polarizing plate 12. As
a result, directions of the viewing points P,, (azimuth angle
45°), P,, (azimuth angle 225°), and P,, (azimuth angle 315°)
become viewing restricted directions. In each of these view-
ing points, the display becomes a black display. On the other
hand, a favorable display can be obtained at the viewing point
P, (azimuth angle 135°). FIG. 1 shows an entire arrangement
of the liquid crystal display device 10 of this case. As illus-
trated in FIG. 1, the setting retardation plate 7 is provided so
that an angle of the axis A of the setting retardation plate 7
with respect to the transmission axis X, , of the second polar-
izing plate 12 becomes +22.5 degrees. As a result, the trans-
mission axis X,; of the third polarizing plate 23 can be set at
an angle of +45 degrees with respect to the transmission axis
X, of the second polarizing plate 12. Moreover, the fourth
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polarizing plate 22 can be provided so that the transmission
axis X,, of the fourth polarizing plate 22 intersects substan-
tially orthogonally to the transmission axis X, of the third
polarizing plate 23.

In this way, the liquid crystal display device 10 can change
a polarization direction (a direction of the polarization axis)
of a linearly polarized light that has transmitted the display
liquid crystal panel 1 by use of the setting retardation plate 7
(%2 wavelength plate). This makes it possible to change the
viewing restricted direction by the viewing-angle-control lig-
uid crystal panel 2. That is, by setting the axis of the setting
retardation plate 7 (12 wavelength plate) as appropriate, the
viewing restricted direction can be set as appropriate.

In the viewing angle control panel 2 of the liquid crystal
display device 10, two A/4 plates may be provided in lieu of
the setting retardation plate 7 (\/2 plate) as illustrated in FIG.
3. That is, as illustrated in FIG. 7, two A/4 plates 77a and 77b
are provided in parallel to each other (so that axes of the A/4
plates 77a and 775 become parallel to each other) between the
display liquid crystal panel 1 and the viewing-angle-control
liquid crystal panel 2.

Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 8, in the viewing-angle-
control panel 2 of the liquid crystal display device 10, it is
possible to provide a retardation plate 25 between the third
polarizing plate 23 and the liquid crystal cell 21 and a retar-
dation plate 24 between the liquid crystal cell 21 and the
fourth polarizing plate 22. Further, a retardation plate may be
provided either between the third polarizing plate 23 and the
liquid crystal cell 21 or between the liquid crystal cell 21 and
the fourth polarizing plate 22. By providing the retardation
plate between the polarizing plate and the liquid crystal cell in
this way, optical compensation of an elliptically polarized
light becomes possible. This elliptically polarized light is
produced by birefringence caused by the liquid crystal cell
21. As a result, light leakage can be suppressed. This can
improve the viewing angle characteristic in the narrow view-
ing angle mode. Note that, as illustrated in FIG. 8, it is pos-
sible to provide a retardation plate 28 between the first polar-
izing plate 13 and the liquid crystal cell 11 and a retardation
plate 27 between the liquid crystal cell 11 and the second
polarizing plate 12.

Though the viewing-angle-control panel 2 is provided
above the display liquid crystal panel 1 in the liquid crystal
display device of FIG. 3, the arrangement is not limited to
this. For example, the display liquid crystal panel 1 and the
viewing-angle-control panel 2 may be laminated in an oppo-
site order. That is, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 11, it is
possible to arrange a liquid crystal display device, by lami-
nating the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2 above
the backlight 3 and further providing the display liquid crystal
panel 1 thereon.

Though the liquid crystal cell 21 of the viewing-angle-
control liquid crystal panel 2 employs a positive nematic
liquid crystal in a homogenous alignment, the arrangement is
not limited to this. For example, a negative nematic liquid
crystal may be used for the liquid crystal cell 21. Note that, in
a case where the negative nematic liquid crystal is used,
behavior of the liquid crystal molecule differs from that in the
case of the positive nematic liquid crystal. In the case of the
negative nematic liquid crystal, the liquid crystal molecule
becomes perpendicular to the substrate when no voltage is
applied, and the liquid crystal molecule is tilted in a direction
parallel to the substrate in accordance with the applied volt-
age. Therefore, a voltage should not applied to the liquid
crystal cell of the viewing-angle-control panel in the case of
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the wide viewing angle, while a predetermined voltage
should be applied to the liquid crystal cell in the case of the
narrow viewing angle.

Inthe present embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 9, after the
setting retardation plate 7 (A/2 plate) is fixed to a lower sur-
face of the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2 so as
to constitute a viewing angle control module 49, the liquid
crystal display device may be constituted by combining this
viewing angle control module 49 with an appropriate display
liquid crystal panel 1.

In the same manner, in the present embodiment, as illus-
trated in FIG. 10, the setting retardation plate 7 (A/2 plate)
may be fixed to the upper surface of the display liquid crystal
panel 1 in advance. In other words, after the display liquid
crystal panel 1 to which the setting retardation plate 7 (A/2
plate) is fixed and the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal
panel 2 are arranged separately, the liquid crystal display
device of the present embodiment can be constituted by com-
bining the display liquid crystal panel 1 and the viewing-
angle-control liquid crystal panel 2.

Further, the present embodiment may have an arrangement
in which, as illustrated in FIG. 17, the setting retardation plate
77a (M4 plate) is fixed to the upper surface of the display
liquid crystal panel 1 in advance and the setting retardation
plate 776 (W4 plate) is fixed to the lower surface of the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel 2 in advance. In
other words, after the display liquid crystal panel 1 to which
the setting retardation plate 775 (M4 plate) is fixed and the
viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel to which the set-
ting retardation plate 77a (M/4 plate) is fixed are separately
arranged, the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment may be constituted by combining the display
liquid crystal panel 1 and the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal panel 2.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The liquid crystal device of the present invention is suitable
for a liquid crystal display device in which improvement in
privacy protection and security is required.

The invention claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device that is capable of switch-
ing viewing angle characteristics, the liquid crystal display
device comprising:

a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel provided on a
viewing surface side between a viewing surface and a
backlight, the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel
including a fourth polarizing member, a viewing-angle-
control liquid crystal cell, and a third polarizing member
provided in this order so as to be at least partially over-
lapped from the viewing surface;

a display liquid crystal panel provided on a backlight side
between the viewing surface and the backlight, the dis-
play liquid crystal panel including a second polarizing
member, a display liquid crystal cell, and a first polariz-
ing member provided in this order so as to be at least
partially overlapped from the viewing surface; and

aretardation member for setting a viewing restricted direc-
tion, the retardation member provided between at least
the third polarizing member and the second polarizing
member,

the fourth polarizing member having a transmission axis in
a direction that is different from a direction of a trans-
mission axis of the second polarizing member.

2. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 1

wherein the retardation member is a half wavelength plate.
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3. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 1
wherein the retardation member is made of two parallel Y4
wavelength plates.

4. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2
wherein:

the second and third polarizing members are provided so
that an angle between a transmission axis of the third
polarizing member and an axis of the half wavelength
plate becomes equal to an angle between the axis of the
half wavelength plate and a transmission axis of the
second polarizing member.

5. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 1,

further comprising:

a retardation plate at least either between the fourth polar-
izing member and the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal cell or between the viewing-angle-control liquid
crystal cell and the third polarizing member.

6. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 1,

further comprising:

aretardation plate at least either between the second polar-
izing member and the display liquid crystal cell or
between the display liquid crystal cell and the first polar-
izing member.

7. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 1,

further comprising:

a backlight emitting light that has directivity.
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8. A liquid crystal display device that is capable of switch-
ing viewing angle characteristics, the liquid crystal display
device comprising:

adisplay liquid crystal panel provided on a viewing surface
side between a viewing surface and a backlight, the
display liquid crystal panel including a second polariz-
ing member, a display liquid crystal cell, and a first
polarizing member provided in this order so as to be at
least partially overlapped from the viewing surface;

a viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel provided on a
backlight side between the viewing surface and the
backlight, the viewing-angle-control liquid crystal panel
including a fourth polarizing member, a viewing-angle-
control liquid crystal cell, and a third polarizing member
provided in this order so as to be at least partially over-
lapped from the viewing surface; and

aretardation member for setting a viewing restricted direc-
tion, the retardation member provided between at least
the first polarizing member and the fourth polarizing
membet,

the second polarizing member having a transmission axis
in a direction that is different from a direction of a
transmission axis of the fourth polarizing member.
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