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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device includes a first substrate and
a second substrate which are arranged to face each other in
an opposed manner by way of a liquid crystal, first elec-
trodes which are formed in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-
side surface of a liquid crystal display part of the first
substrate, and second electrodes which are formed in a pixel
region of a liquid-crystal-side surface of a liquid crystal
display part of the second substrate. The liquid crystal
display device further includes an arrangement which, with
respect to a voltage applied between the first electrodes and
the second electrodes formed per one or a plurality of
frames, sequentially applies the voltage which is equal to or
less than 20% of the maximum voltage between the first and
second electrodes of respective pixel regions.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a divisional application of U.S.
application Ser. No. 10/438,101, filed May 15, 2003, the
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to a liquid crystal
display device; and, more particularly, to a so-called vertical
orientation type liquid crystal display device.

[0003] A liquid crystal display device is configured such
that the optical transmissivity of a liquid crystal material in
each pixel region is controlled in response to an electric field
which is generated between a pair of electrodes and is
applied to the liquid crystal material.

[0004] In such a liquid crystal display device, orientation
films are arranged so as to be directly brought into contact
with the liquid crystal material, thereby to determine the
initial orientation direction of the liquid crystal when an
electric field is not applied to the liquid crystal.

[0005] Further, although the orientation films convention-
ally require orientation treatment by rubbing, there is a
liquid crystal mode which requires no rubbing treatment and
can omit step for such a treatment, and a so-called vertical
orientation type liquid crystal display device has been devel-
oped (see Japanese Patent Laid Open 11-72793, 11-109355,
11-352489, for example) on the basis of such a liquid crystal
mode.

[0006] That is, with the use of so-called vertical orienta-
tion films, without use of rubbing treatment, liquid crystal
molecules are arranged in the vertical direction with respect
to the substrates when no electric field is applied to the liquid
crystal material, and these molecules are tilted down in a
plurality of directions when an electric field is applied to the
liquid crystal material.

[0007] Here, due to such tilting-down of the liquid crystal
molecules in a plurality of directions, the vertical orientation
type of device has a feature in that a broad viewing angle can
be simultaneously achieved as part of the liquid crystal
display characteristics.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] However, in a liquid crystal display device of the
type described above, as a result of further extensive studies
made by the inventors of the present invention, as shown in
FIG. 22A to FIG. 22C, it has been found that, when a
pressure is applied to a liquid crystal display panel LPNL
from the outside, for example, when a user lightly pushes on
a liquid crystal display part AR thereof with his finger, a
trace corresponding to the pushed portion remains for a long
time spanning about several tens of minutes per one pushing
operation (the trace which remains in this manner will be
referred to as a “dark spot” in this specification for conve-
nience sake).

[0009] Such an operation to push the liquid crystal display
panel LPNL is frequently performed when a discussion is
being carried out among a plurality of people, while watch-
ing a display produced on the liquid crystal display panel

May 11, 2006

LPNL, or when a liquid crystal display part AR of the liquid
crystal display part LPNL is wiped or the like, for example.
Accordingly, the fact that the trace remains in the above-
mentioned manner creates a serious drawback in the prac-
tical use of the display device. This is because the liquid
crystal display panel LPNL cannot produce a normal display
at the location of the trace remaining portion of the display
device.

[0010] As can be understood from respective manipula-
tions shown in FIG. 22A, FIG. 22B, FIG. 22C, the occur-
rence of the trace is apparent. That is, the trace which is
produced by pushing with a finger remains as it is, and when
the liquid crystal display panel LPNL is pushed while
moving the finger along a path having the shape of a letter
or a figure, for example, the trace remains over a long time.
Here, FIG, 22A shows a state in which a display screen of
the liquid crystal display panel is not pushed; FIG. 22B
shows a state in which the finger is moved while pushing the
display screen; and FIG. 22C shows a state in which a trace
remains after the finger is moved away from the display
screet.

[0011] To explain the reasons why such a phenomenon
occurs, while focusing on the behavior of the liquid crystal
material, first of all, as shown in FIG. 23A to FIG. 23C, by
giving the directivity to the direction of an electric field E
generated between a pair of electrodes PX, CT that are
respectively formed on respective substrate sides at a partial
region (center in the drawing), the direction in which the
liquid crystal molecules are tilted involves a plurality of
directions.

[0012] Then, when the electric field E is increased sequen-
tially in the order of FIG. 23A, FIG. 23B and FIG. 23C
(changing a voltage applied to a pair of electrodes in the
order of small-=medium—large), the liquid crystal mol-
ecules LC are tilted down in two directions at a center
portion, and the liquid crystal molecules LC arranged out-
side the center portion are tilted down in the same directions
based on the tilting directions of the liquid crystal molecules
LC in the center portion.

[0013] Further, as shown in FIG. 24A to FIG. 24C, when
one substrate in an intermediate state (FIG. 24A) is pushed
(FIG. 24B), the distance between the substrate SUB1 and
the substrate SUB2 is narrowed (d2<d1); and, hence, the
distance between the pixel electrode PX and the counter
electrode CT is narrowed.

[0014] This implies that the intensity of the electric field E
between the pixel electrode PX and the counter electrode CT
is increased so that the liquid crystal molecules are pushed
to each other, whereby an electric field stronger than a
display electric field corresponding to an original gray scale
is applied.

[0015] As a result, it is recognized that an intermediate
layer MIDL, which is formed of liquid crystal molecules
arranged substantially horizontally, is formed in the vicinity
of the center of the liquid crystal layer between the sub-
strates.

[0016] Since the liquid crystal molecules are arranged
substantially horizontally relative to each other in this inter-
mediate layer MIDL, the long axis directions of the liquid
crystal molecules are juxtaposed, whereby a strong inter-
molecular force acts between the liquid crystal molecules.
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Accordingly, it is recognized that the intermediate layer
MIDL assumes a metastable state, and this state is fixed so
as to exhibit a memory effect.

[0017] Then, when the pushing force is eliminated, the
distance between the substrates returns to d1 (FIG. 24C).
Here, the liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity of the
vertical orientation films AL1, AL2 return to the original
tilting state which is given by the electric field E. However,
even when such a state is assumed, it can be seen that the
liquid crystal molecules in the intermediate layer MIDL still
maintain in a substantially horizontal state.

[0018] Tt has been found that this phenomenon occurs for
the following reasons. That is, the only liquid crystal mol-
ecules, to which the orientation effect of liquid crystal
molecules generated by the vertical orientation films AL,
AL2 extends, are the liquid crystal molecules which are
brought into contact with the orientation films, and the
arrangement of the liquid crystal molecules, other than these
liquid crystal molecules, is determined on the basis of the
electric field between the pixel electrode PX and the counter
electrode CT and the intermolecular force between the liquid
crystal molecules.

[0019] That is, the liquid crystal molecules that are dis-
posed at positions other than the interfaces are caused to tilt
in the horizontal direction or in the lateral direction by the
electric field E and to return in the vertical direction or the
longitudinal direction by the intermolecular force between
the liquid crystal molecules. Accordingly, with respect to the
liquid crystal molecules that are disposed at positions other
than the interfaces, their degree of tilting is determined on
the basis of the balance between the electric field E and the
intermolecular force between the liquid crystal molecules.

[0020] Inthe case where the display panel is free from the
above-mentioned pushing force, the liquid crystal molecules
are tilted by the electric field as shown in FIG. 23B, and the
neighboring liquid crystal molecules are tilted, while their
long axis directions are substantially juxtaposed to each
other. Accordingly, the intermolecular force assumes a state
in which the intermolecular force strongly acts between the
molecules in the longitudinal direction of the liquid crystal
layer.

[0021] Accordingly, when the electric field is decreased,
the liquid crystal molecules return to the tilting correspond-
ing to the intensity of the electric field E after the whole
electric field is reduced substantially uniformly. Then, by
setting the electric field to a minimum level, the liquid
crystal molecules in the vicinity of the vertical orientation
films AL1, AL2 gradually return to the vertical state, due to
the actions of the vertical orientation films AL1, AL2.

[0022] Here, due to the intermolecular force acting
between the liquid crystal molecules, the liquid crystal
molecules at positions other than the interfaces also gradu-
ally return to the vertical state corresponding to a return
amount of the liquid crystal molecules at the interfaces and
the liquid crystal molecules return to the vertical state as a
whole.

[0023] To briefly recapitulate the above-mentioned con-
siderations, when the pressing force is applied to a liquid
crystal display panel, as shown in FIG. 24B, the interme-
diate layer MIDL is characterized by the fact that the long
axis directions of the liquid crystal molecules are arranged
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substantially horizontally with respect to each other; and,
even when the pressing force is eliminated, the intermediate
layer MIDL forms a metastable state in which the intermo-
lecular force acts between the liquid crystal molecules, and,
hence, this state is maintained when the electric field is
applied to some extent.

[0024] The liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity of the
interfaces return to the normal orientation direction due to
the actions of the vertical orientation films AL1, AL2.

[0025] Although the liquid crystal molecules at positions
other than the interfaces of the orientation films also return
to the original orientation direction correspondingly in a
usual case, due to the formation of the intermediate layer
MIDL, the intermolecular force to which the liquid crystal
molecules at the interface side of the intermediate layer are
subjected satisfies the relationship expressed by a following
formula (1).

{intermolecular force received from liquid crystal mol-

ecules at interface of orientation film)<(intermolecular

force received from whole liquid crystal molecules of

intermediate layer)+(orientation force in horizontal

direction of liquid crystals due to electric field) o))
[0026] Here, all of the liquid crystal molecules of the
intermediate layer MIDL assume a substantially horizontal
state; and, hence, as a result, the liquid crystal molecules at
the interface side of the intermediate layer MIDL also
maintain a horizontal state.

[0027] In this manner, once the intermediate layer is
formed, the term “the intermolecular force received from all
of the liquid crystal molecules of the intermediate layer
MIDL” is satisfied, and, hence, the intermediate layer MIDL
is maintained in the metastable state for a long time. As a
result, the liquid crystals exhibit a memory property and
generate a state in which a picture can be drawn with the
finger, resulting in a drawback as has been explained above.

[0028] Such a phenomenon has not been found in any one
of the conventional TN type, STN type and lateral electric
field type liquid crystal display panels. According to the
analysis performed by inventors of the present invention, the
reasons for this are as follows.

[0029] First of all, in the TN type or STN type liquid
crystal display panel, the liquid crystal molecules include a
large quantity of chiral material, which is a material which
causes twisting of the liquid crystal layer. Accordingly, a
mutual intermolecular force acting between the neighboring
liquid crystal molecules is extremely strengthened. As a
result, even when a state corresponding to the above-
mentioned intermediate layer is generated, for example, the
intermediate layer is dissipated due to the effect of a large
quantity of chiral material.

[0030] Further, the liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity
of the interfaces of the orientation films are in a horizontal
state with a tilting angle of several degrees to ten and some
degrees, and the liquid crystal molecules gradually assume
the vertical state toward the intermediate portion of the
liquid crystal layer when a voltage is applied.

[0031] Accordingly, even if the substrate is pushed, the
liquid crystal molecules at the intermediate portion assume
the lying direction, and, hence, the interaction between the
liquid crystal molecules of the intermediate portion and the
liquid crystal molecules in the vicimty of the interfaces of
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the orientation films is increased to the contrary, whereby the
intermediate layer is hardly formed in principle.

[0032] Further, in the lateral electric field type liquid
crystal display panel, since the liquid crystal molecules are
arranged substantially in parallel, the intermolecular force
between the liquid crystal molecules is structurally strength-
ened. Further, since the liquid crystal molecules are origi-
nally arranged horizontally, even when the substrate is
pushed, the pushing force only serves to maintain this
horizontal state, so that the intermediate layer is hardly
formed.

[0033] Accordingly, it can be seen that this phenomenon is
a phenomenon peculiar to the vertical orientation type liquid
crystal display panel, and, hence, there has been neither a
disclosure with respect to the phenomenon, nor the appli-
cation of counter measures against the phenomenon in the
conventional liquid crystal display devices.

[0034] Further, as a result of an analysis of the phenom-
enon as conducted by the inventors of the present invention,
the following phenomenon has been discovered.

[0035] That is, it has been discovered that the phenom-
enon depends on the voltage. For example, in a normally
black display (black when the voltage is small and white
when the voltage is large), it has been found that when the
liquid crystal display panel LPNL is pushed while the
voltage is in a range of 30% to 100% with respect to the
rated voltage, the occurrence of the phenomenon is particu-
larly apparent.

[0036] Here, to facilitate an understanding of the forego-
ing explanation, the case of a normally black display (black
when the voltage is small and white when the voltage is
large) will be explained in more detail as an example.
However, the case of a normally white display is similarly
obtained by reversing the parameters of the normally black
display.

[0037] FIG. 25A to FIG. 25C are views which show the
behavior of the liquid crystal molecules when the applied
voltage is in a range of 0% to 30%. Here FIG. 25A shows
a state before the liquid crystal display panel LPNL is
pushed; FIG. 25B shows a state in which the liquid crystal
display panel LPNL is being pushed; and FIG. 25C shows
a state which occurs after a pushing force which is applied
to the liquid crystal display panel LPNL is released.

[0038] Inthese states, the voltage is small, and, hence, the
liquid crystal molecules assume the approximately vertical
state. The liquid crystal molecules of the intermediate por-
tion of the liquid crystal layer also assume substantially an
approximately vertical state, wherein the long axes of the
liquid crystal molecules are directed in the vertical direc-
tions with respect to each other.

[0039]

[0040] 1) The liquid crystal molecules disposed at the
interfaces of the vertical orientation films AL1, AL2 are
subjected to the strong interaction from the vertical orien-
tation films AL1, AL2 and maintain the vertical state.

[0041] 2) The liquid crystal molecules are arranged in the
vertical direction, and the intermolecular force acts to main-
tain the vertical direction.

The following behavior has been discovered.
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[0042] 3) The intensity of the electric field that is gener-
ated between the upper and lower substrates is low, and,
hence, even when the substrate is pushed, the electric field
does not have enough power to shift the liquid crystal
molecules from the vertical state to the horizontal state.

[0043] Accordingly, the intermediate layer is not formed,
so that the liquid crystal molecules return to the original state
after the pushing force applied to the substrate is released.

[0044] FIG. 26A to FIG. 26C are views showing the
behavior of the liquid crystal molecules when the applied
voltage is in a range of 70% to 100%. Also in this case, FIG.
26A shows a state before the liquid crystal display panel
LPNL is pushed; FIG. 26B shows a state in which the liquid
crystal display panel LPNL is being pushed; and FIG. 26C
shows a state which occurs after the pushing force applied
to the liquid crystal display panel LPNL is released.

[0045] In this state, the voltage is high, and, hence, the
liquid crystal molecules assume an approximately horizontal
state. When the surface of the liquid crystal display panel is
pushed, the distance between the substrates is narrowed and
the intensity of the electric field is increased. Since the liquid
crystal molecules originally assume an approximately hori-
zontal state, along with the increase of the intensity of the
electric field derived from narrowing of the distance
between the substrates due to pushing of the substrate, the
liquid crystal molecules assume a substantially horizontal
state in the intermediate portion of the liquid crystal layer.
Accordingly, the intermediate layer MIDL is generated, and
this intermediate layer MIDL exhibits a memory property.

[0046] FIG. 27A 10 27C are views showing the behavior
of the liquid crystal molecules when the applied voltage is
in a range of 30% to 70%. Also, in this case, FIG. 27A
shows a state before the liquid crystal display panel LPNL
is pushed; FIG. 27B shows a state in which the liquid crystal
display panel LPNL is being pushed; and FIG. 27C shows
a state which occurs after the pushing force applied to the
liquid crystal display panel LPNL is released.

[0047] In this state, the voltage assumes an intermediate
level and the liquid crystal molecules assume the interme-
diate state between the vertical state and the horizontal state.
When the surface of the liquid crystal display panel is
pushed, this gives rise to a narrowing of the distance
between the substrates and an increase in the intensity of the
electric field.

[0048] Then, the liquid crystal molecules of the interme-
diate potion assume a substantially horizontally arranged
state and hence, the intermediate layer MIDL is formed in
the same manner as mentioned above.

[0049] On the other hand, the liquid crystal molecules that
are disposed in the vicinity of the interfaces of the vertical
orientation films AL1, AL2 do not assume the horizontal
state, due to the effects of the vertical orientation films AL1,
AL2. Therefore, the liquid crystal molecules of the inter-
mediate layer and the liquid crystal molecules disposed at
the interfaces differ in the direction of arrangement of the
long axes thereof, and, hence, the intermolecular force
acting between the liquid crystal molecules in these two
regions turns out to be weak. Accordingly, even after pres-
sure is eliminated, the intermediate layer is maintained, and
the intermediate layer exhibits a memory property.
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[0050] The present invention has been made in view of
such circumstances and discovery of the characteristics
described above, and it is an object of the present invention
to provide a liquid crystal display device which can obviate
the above-mentioned dark spot phenomenon.

[0051] Tt is another object of the present invention to
provide a liquid crystal display device which will effectively
utilize the above-mentioned dark spot phenomenon.

[0052] As the result of the above-mentioned findings,
discoveries and studies made by the inventors, the inventors
have adopted the following techniques in accordance with

the present invention to solve the above-mentioned draw-
backs.

[0053] That is, to briefly explain the present invention, in
a liquid crystal display device which aligns liquid crystal
molecules in the vertical direction, a voltage which is equal
to or less than 20% of a maximum voltage is collectively or
sequentially applied to AL1 pixels for every other fixed time.

[0054] As has been explained in conjunction with the
above-mentioned formula (1), the generation of a memory
property of the liquid crystal display panel is attributed to the
generation of an intermolecular force of the intermediate
layer MIDL on the liquid crystal material. However, since
this intermolecular force is a force which acts between
molecules, the strength thereof assumes a limited value.
Accordingly, by decreasing “the orientation force due to an
electric field” which is the second term of the right side of
the above-mentioned formula, it is possible to establish the
relationship “left side>right side” in the formula (1).

[0055] Inthis case, the formation of the intermediate layer
MIDL falls in an unstable state in terms of energy, and,
hence, the intermediate layer MIDL is dissipated, whereby
the liquid crystal molecules return to the normal orientation
state, which is determined by the vertical orientation films
and the electric field.

[0056] In this case, it appears preferable to apply a voltage
that is equal to or less than 30% of the maximum voltage.
However, since the state of the intermediate layer MIDL
exists as a metastable state, the inventors have found that it
is preferable to decrease the voltage which forms the electric
field to a value equal to or less than 20% of the maximum
voltage, so as to eliminate the metastable state.

[0057] Then, due to the decrease of the voltage, the
electric field is made small, and, hence, the liquid crystal
molecules in the vicinity of the interface of the intermediate
layer MIDL approach the state in which such liquid crystal
molecules are arranged in parallel to the liquid crystal
molecules in the vicinity of the vertical orientation film, so
that the intermolecular force of the liquid crystal molecules
with the intermediate layer MIDL is increased.

[0058] As a result, the intermolecular force which the
liquid crystal molecules disposed outside the intermediate
layer MIDL are subjected to assumes the relationship
“(intermolecular force with the liquid crystal molecules at
the interface of the orientation film)>(intermolecular force
from the liquid crystal molecules of the intermediate layer)”;
and, hence, the liquid crystal molecules outside the inter-
mediate layer MIDL are arranged substantially in parallel to
the liquid crystal molecules of the interface of the orienta-
tion film.
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[0059] Thereafter, these liquid crystal molecules are
sequentially propagated to the next liquid crystal molecules
of the intermediate layer and finally the whole intermediate
layer recovers to the original alignment state.

[0060] Tt is more desirable to completely dissipate the
ability of the electric field to maintain the intermediate layer
MIDL. To this end, it is desirable to minimize the electric
field, that is, to apply the minimum voltage. With this
application of the minimum voltage, it is possible to recover
the display in a very short time.

[0061] In view of the above, typical aspects of the inven-
tion, as disclosed in the present application, will be
described as follows.

[0062] (1) Aliquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes, for example:

[0063] a first substrate and a second substrate, which are
arranged so as to face each other in an opposed manner, with
a liquid crystal material being disposed therebetween; and

[0064] first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region
of a liquid-crystal-side surface of the first substrate, and
second electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of the second substrate, wherein

[0065] liquid crystal molecules are arranged in a substan-
tially vertical direction with respect to the first and second
substrates in a state in which an electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and

[0066] the liquid crystal display device further includes
means which, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes, intermittently
applies a voltage which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage.

[0067] (2) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (1), for
example, characterized in that, in all or a portion of a liquid
crystal display part which is formed of a mass of pixel
regions, the voltage being equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage, which is applied between the first elec-
trode and the second electrode, is intermittently applied.

[0068] (3) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (1), charac-
terized in that the application of the voltage being equal to
or less than 20% of the maximum voltage, which is applied
between the first electrode and the second electrode, is
performed at a rate of not more than 5 times per 1 second.

[0069] (4) Aliquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes, for example:

[0070] a first substrate and a second substrate, which are
arranged so as to face each other in an opposed manner, with
a liquid crystal material being disposed therebetween; and

[0071] first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region
of a liquid-crystal-side surface of the first substrate, and
second electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of the second substrate, wherein

[0072] liquid crystal molecules are arranged in a substan-
tially vertical direction with respect to the first and second
substrates in a state in which an electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and
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[0073] the liquid crystal display device further includes
means which, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes, applies a voltage
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
in the pixel regions constituting at least a portion of a mass
of the pixel regions by one or more times per 1 minute.

[0074] (5) A liquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes, for example:

[0075] a first substrate and a second substrate, which are
arranged so as to face each other in an opposed manner, with
a liquid crystal material being disposed therebetween; and

[0076] first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region
of a liquid-crystal-side surface of the first substrate, and
second electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of the second substrate, wherein

[0077] liquid crystal molecules are arranged in a substan-
tially vertical direction with respect to the first and second
substrates in a state in which an electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and

[0078] the liquid crystal display device further includes
means which, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes, applies a voltage
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
in the pixel regions constituting at least a portion of a mass
of the pixel regions by one or more times per 5 seconds.

[0079] (6) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (1), for
example, characterized in that the respective pixels are
arranged in a matrix array, the respective pixels are driven
such that driving is sequentially extended from one group of
pixels arranged in parallel in one line to another group of
pixels which is arranged in parallel to the one group of pixels
in a direction which crosses the direction of one line, and a
voltage, which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum
voltage, is sequentially applied between the first electrode
and the second electrode per one or a plurality of lines.

[0080] (7) Aliquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes, for example:

[0081] a first substrate and a second substrate, which are
arranged so as to face each other in an opposed manner, with
a liquid crystal material being disposed therebetween; and

[0082] first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region
of aliquid-crystal-side surface a liquid crystal display part of
the first substrate, and second electrodes which are formed
in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side surface of a liquid
crystal display part of the second substrate, wherein

[0083] liquid crystal molecules are arranged in a substan-
tially vertical direction with respect to the first and second
substrates in a state in which an electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and

[0084] the liquid crystal display part is divided into a
plurality of regions, and the liquid crystal display device
further includes means which, with respect to a voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes formed per one or a plurality of frames, sequentially
applies a voltage, which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage, between the first and second electrodes
of the respective pixel regions of the divided regions of the
liquid crystal display part per one or a plurality of frames.
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[0085] (8) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (7), for
example, characterized in that, with respect to a voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes, the sequential application of a voltage which is equal
to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage is performed
within one minute.

[0086] (9) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (7), charac-
terized in that, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes, the sequential
application of a voltage which is equal to or less than 20%
of the maximum voltage is performed within 5 seconds.

[0087] (10)Aliquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes. for example:

[0088] a liquid crystal display panel including a first
substrate and a second substrate which are arranged so as to
face each other in an opposed manner, with a liquid crystal
being disposed therebetween, first electrodes which are
formed in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side surface of
the first substrate, and second electrodes which are formed
in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side surface of the
second substrate; and

[0089] atouch panel which is arranged on an observation-
side surface of the liquid crystal display panel; wherein

[0090] the liquid crystal display device further includes
means which, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes of pixels corre-
sponding to at least a portion of the touch panel which is
touched, applies a voltage which is equal to or less than 20%
of the maximum voltage.

[0091] (11) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (10), for
example, characterized in that, with respect to the voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes of pixels corresponding to at least a portion of the
touch panel which is touched, the application of a voltage
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
is performed when not less than 0.1 seconds lapses after
detection of touching.

[0092] (12) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(10) and (11), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display panel is configured such that liquid crystal
molecules are arranged in a substantially vertical direction
with respect to the first and second substrates in a state such
that an electric field is not generated between the first
electrodes and the second electrodes.

[0093] (13)Aliquid crystal display device according to the
present invention includes, for example:

[0094] a liquid crystal display panel including a first
substrate and a second substrate which are arranged so as to
face each other in an opposed manner, with a liquid crystal
material being disposed therebetween, first electrodes which
are formed in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side surface
of the first substrate, and second electrodes which are
formed in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side surface of
the second substrate, the liquid crystal display panel having
liquid crystal molecules arranged in a substantially vertical
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direction with respect to the substrates in a state in which an
electric field is not generated between the first electrodes and
the second electrodes; and

[0095] atouch panel which is arranged on an observation-
side surface of the liquid crystal display panel; wherein

[0096] the liquid crystal display device further includes
means which, with respect to a voltage applied between the
first electrodes and the second electrodes of pixels, applies
a voltage signal which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage in response to detection of touching of the
touch panel.

[0097] (14) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (13), for
example, characterized in that a path of video signals
supplied to the first pixel electrodes is interrupted and the
supply of the voltage signal which is equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage with respect to the voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes is performed on pixels corresponding to a touched
portion and the vicinity thereof based on positional infor-
mation received from the touch panel.

[0098] (15) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (13), for
example, characterized in that a path of video signals
supplied to the first electrodes is interrupted, and the supply
of a voltage signal which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage with respect to the voltage applied
between the first electrode and the second electrode is
performed on pixels corresponding to a touched portion,
based on positional information from the touch panel.

[0099] (16) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (9), for example, characterized in that a touch panel is
provided at an observation side.

[0100] (17) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (15), for example, characterized in that a voltage
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
with respect to the voltage applied between the first elec-
trodes and the second electrodes is a minimum voltage.

[0101] (18) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (15), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally black mode in
which a black display is produced when an electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes.

[0102] (19) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (15), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally white mode in
which a white display is produced when the electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes.

[0103] (20) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (16), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally black mode in
which a black display is produced when the electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes.

May 11, 2006

[0104] (21) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (16), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally white mode in
which a white display is produced when the electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes.

[0105] (22) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (15), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally black mode in
which a black display is produced when the electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes, and the voltage which is equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage with respect to the voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes of pixels is constituted of a black gray scale signal.

[0106] (23) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of any one of the constitutions
(1) to (15), for example, characterized in that the liquid
crystal display device adopts a normally white mode in
which a white display is produced when the electric field is
not generated between the first electrodes and the second
electrodes, and the voltage which is equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage with respect to the voltage
applied between the first electrodes and the second elec-
trodes of pixels is constituted of a white gray scale signal.

[0107] (24) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (16), for
example, characterized in that the liquid crystal display
device adopts a normally black mode in which a black
display is produced when the electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and
the voltage which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage with respect to the voltage applied
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes of
pixels is constituted of a black gray scale signal.

[0108] (25) A liquid crystal display device of the present
invention is, on the premise of the constitution (16), for
example, characterized in that the liquid crystal display
device adopts a normally white mode in which a white
display is produced when the electric field is not generated
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes, and
the voltage which is equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage with respect to the voltage applied
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes of
pixels is constituted of a white gray scale signal.

[0109] The present invention is not limited to the above-
mentioned constitutions and various modifications are con-
ceivable without departing from the technical concept of the
present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0110] FIG. 1A is a diagrammatic view showing the
overall construction of one embodiment of a liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention.

[0111] FIG. 1B is a schematic circuit diagram of one pixel
of the liquid crystal display device of FIG. 1A.

[0112] FIG. 1C is a cross-sectional view of a portion of
the display panel of FIG. 1A.
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[0113] FIG. 1D is a waveform diagram of the video signal
supplied to each video signal line in the display device of
FIG. 1A.

[0114] FIG. 2 is a waveform diagram of a signal inputted
to a drain signal line in another embodiment of the liquid
crystal display device according to the present invention.

[0115] FIG. 3 is a waveform diagram of a signal inputted
to a drain signal line in another embodiment of the liquid
crystal display device according to the present invention.

[0116] FIG. 4 is a waveform diagram of a signal inputted
to a drain signal line in another embodiment of the liquid
crystal display device according to the present invention.

[0117] FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an operation of a
control circuit in another embodiment of the liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention.

[0118] FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing another
embodiment of a control circuit of the liquid crystal display
device according to the present invention.

[0119] FIG. 7 is a waveform diagram showing a signal
inputted to a drain signal line per line unit in another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0120] FIG. 8 is a waveform diagram showing a signal
inputted to a drain signal line per a plurality of line units in
another embodiment of the liquid crystal display device
according to the present invention.

[0121] FIG. 9 is a waveform diagram showing a signal
inputted to all drain signal lines simultaneously is another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0122] FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are diagrams showing a
signal inputted to a drain signal line per frame in another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0123] FIG. 11A to FIG. 11C are diagrams showing, for
another embodiment of the liquid crystal display device
according to the present invention, a display produced by a
signal inputted to a drain signal line per frame.

[0124] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram showing another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0125] FIG. 13A is a plan view showing one embodiment
of the switching element SW shown in FIG. 12. FIG. 13B
is a cross-sectional view taken along a line b-b in FIG. 13A
and FIG. 13C is a cross-sectional view taken along a line c-c
in FIG. 13A.

[0126] FIG. 14 is a constitutional view showing another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0127] FIG. 15 is a schematic diagrams showing another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0128] FIG. 16A to FIG. 16C are diagrams showing an
operation of the liquid crystal display device shown in FIG.
15.
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[0129] FIG. 17A to FIG. 17C are diagrams showing an
operation in another embodiment of the liquid crystal dis-
play device according to the present invention.

[0130] FIG. 18 is a flow chart showing one embodiment
of an operation of a control circuit of the liquid crystal
display device shown in FIG. 15.

[0131] FIG. 19A to FIG. 19D are diagrams showing
operations in another embodiment of the liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention.

[0132] FIG. 20 is a flow chart showing one embodiment
of the operation of the control circuit of the liquid crystal
display device shown in FIG. 19.

[0133] FIG. 21 is a flow chart showing another embodi-
ment of the operation of the control circuit of the liquid
crystal display device shown in FIG. 19.

[0134] FIG. 22A to FIG. 22C are diagrams showing a
drawback of a vertical orientation type liquid crystal display
device.

[0135] FIG. 23A to FIG. 23C are sectional diagrams
showing one example of the behavior of liquid crystal
molecules in a vertical orientation type liquid crystal display
device.

[0136] FIG. 24A to FIG. 24C are sectional diagrams
showing a drawback of the vertical orientation type liquid
crystal display device concerning the behavior of liquid
crystal molecules.

[0137] FIG. 25A to FIG. 25C are sectional diagrams
showing the behavior of liquid crystal molecules in a
vertical orientation type liquid crystal display device, in
view of the relationship with a driving voltage (0% to 30%).

[0138] FIG. 26A to FIG. 26C are sectional diagrams
showing the behavior of liquid crystal molecules in a
vertical orientation type liquid crystal display device, in
view of the relationship with a driving voltage (70% to
100%).

[0139] FIG. 27A to FIG. 27C are sectional diagrams
showing the behavior of liquid crystal molecules in a
vertical orientation type liquid crystal display device, in
view of the relationship with a driving voltage (30% to
70%).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0140] Preferred embodiments of a liquid crystal display
device according to the present invention will be explained
in detail in conjunction with the drawings.

EMBODIMENT 1

<<Schematic Overall Constitution>>

[0141] FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram showing the
overall constitution of one embodiment of the liquid crystal
display device according to the present invention.

[0142] In FIG. 1A, a pair of transparent substrates SUB1,
SUB2 are arranged so as to face each other, with a liquid
crystal material being disposed therebetween, wherein the
liquid crystal material is hermetically filled in a gap defined
between a pair of transparent substrates SUB1, SUB2 are
sealed by means of a sealing material (not shown in the
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drawing), which also performs the function of fixing the
transparent substrate SUB2 to the transparent substrate
SUBL1.

[0143] On a liquid-crystal-side surface of the above-men-
tioned transparent substrate SUBI, in an area surrounded by
the sealing material, that are gate signal lines GL, which
extend in the x direction and are arranged in parallel in the
y direction, and drain signal lines DL, which extend in the
y direction and are arranged in parallel in the x direction.

[0144] Regions surrounded by respective gate signal lines
GL and respective drain signal lines DL constitute pixel
regions, and a mass of these respective pixel regions, which
are disposed in a matrix array, constitutes a liquid crystal
display part AR.

[0145] In each pixel region, as shown in FIG. 1B, a thin
film transistor TFT, which is operated in response to a
scanning signal supplied from the one-side gate signal line
GL, and a pixel electrode PX, to which a video signal is
supplied from the one-side drain signal line DL through the
thin film transistor TFT, are formed.

[0146] An electric field is generated between this pixel
electrode PX and a counter electrode (not shown in the
drawing), which are formed on a liquid-crystal-side surface
of the transparent substrate SUB2 in a form such that the
counter electrode is used in common with respective pixel
regions, and the optical transmissivity of the liquid crystal is
controlled in response to this electric field.

[0147] Here, the pixel electrode PX forms a capacitive
element Cadd between the pixel electrode PX and the other
neighboring gate signal line GL, which is different from the
gate signal line GL, for driving the above-mentioned thin
film transistor. This capacitive element Cadd is provided for
storing the video signal for a relatively long time when the
video signal is supplied to the pixel electrode PX.

[0148] Respective ends of the gate signal lines GL extend
over the sealing material, and the extending ends constitute
terminals to which output terminals of a vertical scanning
drive circuit V are connected. Further, to input terminals of
the vertical scanning drive circuit V, signals are inputted
from a printed circuit board that is arranged outside the
liquid crystal display panel, for example.

[0149] The vertical scanning drive circuit V is constituted
of a plurality of semiconductor devices, for example, and a
plurality of neighboring gate signal lines GL are formed into
a group, and one semiconductor device is allocated to each

group.

[0150] In the same manner, respective one ends of the
drain signal lines DL also extend over the sealing material
SL, and the extending ends thereof constitute terminals to
which output terminals of the video signal drive circuit He
are connected. Further, to input terminals of the video signal
drive circuit He, signals are inputted from a printed circuit
board that is arranged outside the liquid crystal display
panel.

[0151] The video signal drive circuit He is also consti-
tuted, of a plurality of semiconductor devices, for example,
and a plurality of neighboring drain signal lines DL are
formed into a group, and one semiconductor device is
allocated to each group.
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[0152] Further, counter voltage signal lines CL are con-
nected in common at a right-side end portion, as seen in the
drawing, and a connection line extends over the sealing
material, and the extending end constitutes a terminal. A
voltage which becomes a reference with respect to the video
signals is supplied from this terminal.

[0153] To the scanning signal drive circuit V and the video
signal drive circuit He, a power supply and control signals
are respectively inputted from a power source circuit PWR
and a control circuit TCON.

[0154] With respect to respective gate signal lines GL,
they are sequentially selected one by one in response to
receipt of the scanning signals from a vertical scanning drive
circuit V.

[0155] Further, to respective drain signal lines DL, the
video signals are supplied from the video signal drive circuit
He at the timing at which the gate signal lines GL are
selected.

[0156] Here, in the above-mentioned embodiment, the
vertical scanning drive circuit V and the video signal drive
circuit He are constituted of semiconductor devices mounted
on the transparent substrate SUB1. However, these drive
circuits may be constituted of so-called tape carrier type
semiconductor devices, which are connected beside the
transparent substrate SUB1 and the printed circuit board, for
example. Further, when semiconductor layers of the thin
film transistors TFT are formed of polycrystalline silicon
(p-Si), semiconductor elements made of polycrystalline sili-
con may be formed on a surface of the transparent substrate
SUBI together with a wiring layer.

<<Constitution of a Pixel>>

[0157] FIG. 1C is a cross-sectional view showing one
embodiment of the constitution of the above-mentioned
pixel region. Here, in FIG. 1C, an illustration of the gate
signal lines GL, the drain signal lines DL, the thin film
transistors TFT and the like are omitted, and only the pixel
electrode PX in the pixel region and the counter electrode
CT or the like are shown.

[0158] The pixel electrode PX is formed in the pixel
region on the liquid-crystal-side surface of the transparent
substrate SUB1, and the pixel electrode PX is formed of a
light transmitting conductive layer which is made of, for
example, ITO (Indium Tinoxide), ITZO (IndiumTinZincOx-
ide), IZ0 (Indium ZincOxide), S, 0, (Tin Oxide), In,O,
(Indium Oxide) or the like. In this case, the pixel electrode
PX is not formed on the whole surface of the pixel region,
so that the pixel region has a portion where the pixel
electrode PX is not formed.

[0159] On upper surfaces of these pixel electrodes PX, an
orientation film ALL1 is formed, such that the orientation film
AL1 also covers the pixel electrodes PX. The orientation
film AL1 is constituted of a resin film having no so-called
rubbing treatment on an upper surface thereof.

[0160] Further, on a liquid-crystal-side surface of the
transparent substrate SUB2, which is arranged to face the
transparent substrate SUBI1 in an opposed manner with
liquid crystal material disposed therebetween, the counter
electrode CT, which is provided in common with respective
pixels, is formed. The counter electrode CT is formed of a
light-transmitting conductive layer in the same manner as
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the above-mentioned pixel electrodes PX. An orientation
film AL2 is formed on an upper surface of the counter
electrode CT, such that the orientation film AL2 also covers
the counter electrode CT. The orientation film AL2 is formed
of a resin film having an upper surface which is not
subjected to so-called rubbing treatment.

[0161] Here, FIG. 1C depicts the behavior of the liquid
crystal molecules when a slight electric field E is generated
between the pixel electrodes PX and the counter electrode
CT. When the electric field E is not generated, the liquid
crystal molecules are arranged in the vertical direction with
respect to the transparent substrates SUB1, SUB2 by the
above-mentioned orientation films ALL1, AL2.

<<Video Signal>>

[0162] FIG. 1D shows a video signal that is supplied to
each video signal line DL from the video signal drive circuit
He. For the sake of brevity, a video signal which is formed
by sequentially repeating signals having the lowest voltage
and the highest voltage is shown. Accordingly, a voltage
signal which indicates a gray scale is not shown. Here, the
video signal shown in FIG. 1D indicates a voltage difference
with respect to the reference voltage supplied to the counter
electrode CT. That is, the video signal is also understood as
representing a voltage difference between the counter elec-
trode CT and the pixel electrode PX.

[0163] Then, as the video signal, a signal VL having a
voltage equal to or less than 20% with respect to the
maximum voltage is supplied periodically. This voltage VL,
which is equal to or less than 20% with respect to the
maximum voltage, is used as a signal for erasing an unex-
pected dark spot at a portion of the liquid crystal display part
AR of the liquid crystal display device, which dark spot
occurs when the portion is touched with a finger.

[0164] Here, although the video signal shown in FIG. 1D
is represented as a video signal which uses a reference signal
supplied to the counter electrode CT as a reference, it is
needless to say that the video signal is not limited to such a
video signal, and, as shown in FIG. 2, a signal which has a
voltage VL of equal to or less than 20% with respect to the
maximum voltage may be mixed in the video signal peri-
odically with respect to a center voltage VDM of the video
signal. Further, as shown in FIG. 3, it is needless to say that
a voltage VL(+), which has the polarity thereof set to a
positive value, and a voltage VL(-), which has the polarity
thereof set to a negative value, with respect to the center
voltage VDM may be alternately inserted in the video signal
in a periodic manner.

[0165] Inthe above-mentioned embodiments, as the liquid
crystal display device, a liquid crystal display device of the
normally black type, for example, is used. Here, “normally
black” implies a mode in which a black display is produced
in a state in which the electric field is not applied between
the pixel electrode PX and the counter voltage CT.

[0166] Then, periodically, the voltage equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage, that is, the voltage which
produces the black display, is applied to respective video
signal lines DL as a voltage for performing an erasing
operation.

[0167] Due to such a constitution, even when the liquid
crystal display part AR of the liquid crystal display device is
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touched with a finger by chance, it is possible to erase the
stored image within a fixed time, whereby a normal display
can be realized.

[0168] Further, in this embodiment, the application of the
voltage for effecting erasing per pixel is performed twice or
less times within one second. Usually, the liquid crystal
display device is driven at a frame frequency equal to or
more than 60 Hz. This implies that the voltages are written
in each pixel 60 times within 1 second.

[0169] On the other hand, the human eye has visual
characteristics such that an image which lasts for a period of
equal to or less than Y24 seconds cannot be recognized as an
independent image. For example, a video method, in which
the display of different still images 24 times per one second
gives the human eye an illusion that a mass of still pictures
is not recognized as still pictures, but is recognized as a
continuous image, is widely known as animation.

[0170] Accordingly, even when the voltage used for eras-
ing is added at the frequency of not less than twice a second,
that is, equal to or less than once in 30 times, the image
generated by the voltage for erasing is not recognized by the
human eye.

[0171] Accordingly, in this embodiment, it is possible to
realize a dissipation of a memory image in a vertical
orientation type display without making the user aware of
the insertion of the image.

[0172] Further, it is preferable that the insertion frequency
of the voltage used for erasing is equal to or more than once
per minute. This is because the phenomenon can be erased
before the user starts to have an idea that the phenomenon
is a defect, and, hence, it is possible to prevent the user from
having an undesired misgiving about the phenomenon.

[0173] Further, it is preferable to perform the insertion of
a voltage for erasing once in five seconds. When the liquid
crystal panel is pushed, the distance between the substrates
is narrowed and then gradually recovers to the original
distance. During the period until the distance recovers to the
original distance, the distance between the substrates differs
for that region compared to other regions, and, hence, the
display image in the region appears differently. This is a
phenomenon which also occurs in liquid crystal display
devices other than a vertical orientation type display device.

[0174] Accordingly, when the voltage used for erasing is
added at a frequency equal to or less than once in 5 seconds,
it is difficult to distinguish the phenomenon from the usual
phenomena which occurs in liquid crystal display devices
other than the vertical orientation type liquid crystal display
device, and, hence, the user cannot perceive the existence
per se of this phenomenon.

[0175] Further, with respect to the display mode, this
embodiment is applicable to either one of 1) a normally
white mode in which the display is bright when the voltage
is small and is dark when the voltage is large and 2) a
normally black mode in which the display is dark when the
voltage is small and is bright when the voltage is large.

[0176] Here, when the present invention is applied to the
case 2), the brightness is lowered by the application of the
voltage for erasing by an amount corresponding to the
period in which the voltage for erasing is applied. However,
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since the frequency of application of the voltage for erasing
is small, the amount by which the brightness is lowered is
extremely trivial.

[0177] Further, when the present invention is applied to
the case 1), the brightness is increased by the application of
the voltage for erasing by an amount corresponding to the
period in which the voltage for erasing is applied, and the
increase of brightness gives rise to lowering of the contrast
ratio. Accordingly, it is preferable to set the frequency to
about once in 5 seconds or about once in 5 seconds to 1
minute.

[0178] Here, as shown in FIG. 4, it is needless to say that
a gray scale display, corresponding to the voltage of equal to
or less than 20% of the maximum voltage, can be produced
using the signal for erasing. That is, by using the voltage or
the gray scale corresponding to white in the normally white
mode and by using the voltage or the gray scale VL. (Black)
corresponding to black in the normally black mode for
erasing, the time necessary, for erasing can be further
shortened.

EMBODIMENT 2

[0179] FIG. 5 is directed to an embodiment of the liquid
crystal display device according to the present invention,
and, more specifically, it is a flow chart showing the opera-
tion for inputting data for erasing. Operations executed in
accordance with the flow chart are controlled by the above-
mentioned control circuit TCON.

[0180] In FIG. 5, first of all, the counter CN is set to the
state “0” in step 1 (ST1), and, thereafter, it is judged whether
a synchronous signal is inputted or not in step 2 (ST2).

[0181] When the synchronous signal is inputted, 1 is
added to the counter value CM in step 3 (ST3), and it is
judged whether the value is greater than a set value ST or not
in step 4 (ST4).

[0182] When the value is not greater than the set value, the
processing returns to step 2 (ST2), and the processing waits
for the inputting of the next synchronous signal.

[0183] When the value is greater than the set value, the
processing replaces a video signal with data for erasing in
step S (ST5), and the processing returns to step 1 (ST1) and
resets the counter to the state “0”. Hereinafter, the same
operation is repeated.

[0184] Here, any signal may be used as the synchronous
signal provided that the signal is responsive to a lapse in
time based on the count number. Further, the set value is a
value which sets a given time, in which the data for erasing
is outputted, as a value corresponding to the count number
of the synchronous signal.

[0185] Inthiscase, the set value may be set externally with
respect to the control circuit TCON. For example, setting
terminals RT may be provided for the control circuit TCON,
as shown in FIG. 6, and the set value may be changed by
short-circuiting these terminals or releasing the short-cir-
cuiting. In such a case, irrespective of the use of either the
normally white mode or the normally black mode, for
example, it is possible to cope with these modes using one
type of TCON.

EMBODIMENT 3

[0186] FIG. 7 is a view showing the manner of supplying
a video signal in which the data for erasing is mixed. In FIG.
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7, the data for erasing is inputted to the drain signal line DL
for every 1 line, and, as a result, the data for erasing is
inputted to all lines by sequentially scanning the gate signal
lines GL. Here, “1 line” implies each pixel group driven by
a scanning signal of one gate signal line GL.

[0187] As shown in FIG. 8, the data for erasing may be
applied to the drain signal line DL for every plurality of
lines. Due to such a provision, it is possible to shorten the
display time of the data for erasing. In this case, the data for
erasing may be displayed for a longer time.

[0188] Further, as shown in FIG. 9, the data for erasing
may be simultaneously inputted to all drain signal lines DL.
Due to such a provision, the display time of the data for
erasing can be further shortened.

EMBODIMENT 4

[0189] FIGS. 10A and 10B are diagrams showing the
manner of supplying data for erasing.

[0190] As shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B, a liquid crystal
display part AR is divided into a plurality of (for example,
six in the drawing) regions, and the data for erasing is
applied per region.

[0191] In this case, for example, in a first frame shown in
FIG. 10A, the data for erasing is inputted to three regions
which are not close to each other among six respective
divided regions. Then, in a next frame, as shown in FIG.
10B, the data for erasing is inputted to the remaining three
regions, other than the above-mentioned three regions, and
these inputting operations are repeated thereafter.

[0192] Due to such operations, the regions to which the
data for erasing is inputted are selected in a random manner,
and, hence, it is possible to make it difficult to recognize the
display periodically the data for erasing with the human eye.

[0193] Inthe same manner, as shown in FIG. 11A to FIG.
11C, the liquid crystal display part AR may be divided into
three regions which are arranged in parallel in the y-axis
direction, for example. In this case, the data for erasing may
be inputted to one region out of three respective divided
regions in a first frame, as shown in FIG. 11A. Then, the data
for erasing is inputted to one region of the two remaining
regions in a next frame, as shown in FIG. 11B. Further, the
data for erasing is inputted to the last of the regions in the
next frame, as shown in FIG. 11C. Thereafter, these input-
ting operations may be repeated.

[0194] Both of these constitutions can be easily realized
by expanding the functions of the control circuit TCON.

EMBODIMENT 5

[0195] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram showing another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention, in which the layout corresponds to that
of FIG. 11A.

[0196] This embodiment is different from the embodi-
ment. 1 shown in FIG. 1A in that, in a region between the
video signal drive circuit He and the liquid crystal display
part AR, switching elements SW, which are constituted of
thin film transistors, for example, are provided to respective
drain signal lines DL in an interposed manner. These respec-
tive switching elements are configured such that the respec-
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tive drain signal lines DL are connected to the video signal
drive circuit He in one changeover position and the respec-
tive drain signal lines DL at the liquid crystal display part
AR side are connected to an erasing signal line IL, to which
an erasing potential VL is supplied, in another changeover
position. The erasing signal line IL is held at the erasing
potential by a power source circuit PWR.

[0197] That is, compared to the preceding embodiment in
which the data for erasing is supplied to the respective drain
signal lines DL from the video signal drive circuit He, in this
embodiment, the data for erasing is supplied to respective
drain signal lines DL through the switching elements SW by
driving the switching elements SW shown in FIG. 12. FIG.
13A is a plan view showing one embodiment of the switch-
ing element SW. FIG. 13B is a cross-sectional view taken
along a line b-b in FIG. 13A, and FIG. 13C is a cross-
sectional view taken along a line c-c in FIG. 13A.

[0198] Here, the switching element SW is constituted of a
thin film transistor TFT1, wherein a semiconductor layer
thereof is made of polycrystalline silicon. Further, when the
semiconductor layers of the thin film transistors TFT of
respective pixels and the semiconductor layers of the C-MIS
type transistors formed in the scanning signal drive circuit V
and the video signal drive circuit He are made of polysilicon,
the thin film transistors TFT1 of the switching elements SW
are formed along with the formation of the thin film tran-
sistors TFT of these respective pixels and the C-MIS type
transistors.

[0199] First of all, on the upper surface of the transparent
substrate SUB1, polycrystalline silicon layers P-Si(b) and
P-Si(2) are formed. On upper surfaces of these polycrystal-
line silicon layers P-Si(1) and P-Si(2), an insulation film GI
is formed such that the insulation film GI covers these
polycrystalline silicon layers P-Si(1) and P-Si(2).

[0200] On an upper surface of the insulation film GI, first
gate electrode signal lines GL1 are formed such that the first
gate electrode signal lines GL1 traverse the polycrystalline
silicon layer P-Si(I), and second gate signal lines GL.2 are
formed such that the second gate electrodes GT2 traverse the
polycrystalline silicon layer P-8i(2). Here, the first gate
electrode signal line GL1 is configured to function also as
the first gate electrode at a portion where the first gate
electrode signal line GL1 traverses the polycrystalline sili-
con layer P-Si(h).

[0201] Further, a protective film PAS is formed such that
the protective film PAS covers the first gate electrode signal
lines GL1 and the second gate signal lines GI.2.

[0202] On anupper surface of this protective film PAS, the
drain signal lines DL(He), which are arranged at the video
signal drive circuit He side and are connected to one ends of
the above-mentioned polycrystalline silicon layers P-Si(I),
and the drain signal lines DL (AR), which are arranged at the
liquid crystal display part AR side and are connected to
another ends of the above-mentioned polycrystalline silicon
layers P-Si(I), are formed. These respective connections are
established by means of through holes TH1, TH2 which are
formed in the protective film PAS and the insulation film GI
in a penetrating manner.

[0203] On an upper surface of this protective film PAS,
there are the drain signal lines DL(He), that are arranged at
the video signal drive circuit He side and are connected to
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one end of the above-mentioned polycrystalline silicon
layers P-Si(I) and the drain signal lines DL(AR), that are
arranged on the liquid crystal display part AR side and are
connected to the other end of the polycrystalline silicon
layers P-Si(I), the respective connections being made by
means of through holes TH1, TH2. Similarly, the erasing
signal lines 1T, which are connected to one end of the
above-mentioned polycrystalline silicon layers P—Si(2) on
the upper surface of the protective film PAS, the other end
of which is connected to the drain signal lines DL(AR), also
are formed. The respective connections are established by
means of through holes TH3, THS in this case, which are
formed in the protective film PAS and the insulation film GI
in a penetrating manner.

[0204] The second gate electrode signal lines GL2 are
connected to the second gate electrodes GT1. This connec-
tion is established by through holes TH4 formed in the
protective film PAS.

[0205] Here, the first gate electrode signal lines GL1, the
erasing signal lines IL, the second gate electrode signal lines
GL2, as described above, are respectively formed in com-
mon with those of other switching elements SW and run
orthogonal to the respective drain signal lines DL.

[0206] Due to the switching elements SW having such a
constitution, when an ON signal is supplied to the first gate
electrode signal line GL1 and an OFF signal is supplied to
the second gate electrode signal line G1.2, video signals are
supplied to respective drain signal lines DL at the liquid
crystal display part AR side from the video signal drive
circuit He. Then, when an OFF signal is supplied to the first
gate electrode signal line GL1 and an ON signal is supplied
to the second gate electrode signal line GL2, the data for
erasing is supplied to respective drain signal lines DL at the
liquid crystal display part AR side from the erasing signal
line IL.

[0207] Here, although polycrystalline silicon is used as the
material of the semiconductor layer of the switching element
SW in the above-mentioned embodiment, the material of the
semiconductor layer is not limited to the use of polycrys-
talline silicon, and it is needless to say that continuous
boundary silicon or pseudo single crystal silicon also may be
used. It is also needless to say that the respective embodi-
ments of the present invention may adopt thin film transis-
tors TFT made of amorphous silicon.

EMBODIMENT 6

[0208] FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram showing another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention, the layout of which corresponds to
that of FIG. 12.

[0209] This embodiment is different from the constitution
shown in FIG. 12 in that, in the region defined by the
scanning signal drive circuit V and the liquid crystal display
part AR, switching elements SW (B), which are constituted
of thin film transistors, for example, are formed on respec-
tive gate signal lines GL in an interposed manner, wherein
each switching element SW (B) can establish the connection
with each signal line DL at one changeover position and can
release the connection with each signal line DL at another
changeover position.

[0210] A signal line GL3 for turning ON the gates from a
power source circuit PWR is formed as extensions of
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respective switching elements SW (B). Due to such a
constitution, it is possible to realize the collective erasing of
the whole screen.

EMBODIMENT 7

[0211] FIG. 15 is a diagram showing another embodiment
of the liquid crystal display device according to the present
invention.

[0212] This liquid crystal display device is configured
such that, on an observation-side surface of a liquid crystal
display panel LPNL, a touch panel TPNL is arranged such
that the touch panel TPNL covers at least the liquid crystal
display part AR.

[0213] The touch panel TPNL is constituted such that,
when a location on the surface thereof is pushed with a pen
or the like, for example, positional information PD which
locates such a pushed portion is outputted, and various
manipulations are reflected on the display of the liquid
crystal display panel LPNL based on the positional infor-
mation.

[0214] The touch panel TPNL may be constituted, for
example, such that, on a surface thereof, a plurality of first
signal lines, which extend in the x direction and are arranged
in parallel in the y direction, and a plurality of second signal
lines, which extend in the y direction and are arranged in
parallel in the x direction, are formed in the usually insulated
manner, wherein, when a portion of the touch panel TPNL
is pushed, a signal line constituting the first signal line and
a signal line constituting the second signal line at that
position are short-circuited, and the short-circuiting is input-
ted together with the positional information.

[0215] Further, when the liquid crystal display panel
LPNL is used in the above-mentioned liquid crystal display
device, and when the pressure is applied to the liquid crystal
display part AR, a “dark spot” is generated at the location
where the pressure is applied.

[0216] This embodiment is provided for preventing the
“dark spot” which is generated on the liquid crystal display
panel LPNL when the touch panel TPNL is pushed with a
pen or the like and the pressure is transmitted to the liquid
crystal display panel LPNL.

[0217] That is, as shown in FIG. 15, this embodiment is
characterized in that the control circuit TCON detects the
positional information PD from the touch panel TPNL,
which is pushed with a pen or the like and, thereafter, the
control circuit TCON replaces the video signal SG supplied
to the pixel corresponding to the position with a modified
video signal VLP, which is a voltage of equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage based on the positional
information.

[0218] Due to such a constitution, as shown in FIG. 16A,
FIG. 16B and FIG. 16C, although a dark spot STN is
generated temporarily at the portion of the touch panel
TPNL which is pushed with the pen or the like, the dark spot
STN disappears thereafter, and the touch panel TPNL recov-
ers to the normal screen.

[0219] FIG. 16A shows a state in which the touch panel
TPNL is touched with a pen, FIG. 16B shows a state in
which the modified video signal, which is set to a value
equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage, is
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displayed in a rectangular shape, for example, in the touched
region, and FIG. 16C indicates a state in which the dark spot
STN disappears due to the display of the modified video
signal VLP and the display returns to a normal mode.

[0220] Although liquid crystal display devices which are
provided with a touch panels on whole the surface of the
liquid crystal display device are widely known, a point
which is shared by these liquid crystal display devices in
common is that they require an operation to push the touch
panel using a pen or a finger. As a result, as one example, a
change of conductive state or a change of capacitance is
generated between the above-mentioned electrodes consti-
tuted in a matrix array, and this change is detected by a
detection circuit provided around the touch panel, whereby
the touched position on the screen is specified.

[0221] However, due to such a pushing operation, pressure
is applied to the liquid crystal display panel, and a memory
image is generated. The liquid crystal display device
equipped with a touch panel is a display device which
inherently requires a pushing operation. However, the
degree of the pushing force applied to the touch panel
depends on individual users, and, hence, it is difficult to
estimate the pressure applied to the liquid crystal display
panel. Accordingly, to mount the touch panel on a vertical
orientation type liquid crystal display device and to always
provide a stable display, a constitution which can eliminate
the above-mentioned memory property becomes necessary.

[0222] Here, by constituting at least one of the above-
mentioned respective embodiments as a touch panel
attached liquid crystal display device, it is possible to obtain
a liquid crystal display device which exhibits a stable
display, while adopting the vertical orientation type.

[0223] Then, in the touch panel method, the positional
information of the portion to which the pressure is applied
is specified and the memory images are generated only in the
touched region, and, hence, it is sufficient to apply the
voltage of equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
only to the touched region.

[0224] 1In this case, it is sufficient to set the image data at
the region corresponding to the address and in the vicinity
thereof to the voltage of equal to or less than 20% of the
maximum voltage, and, hence, the data can be replaced
using the control circuit TCON, whereby the liquid crystal
display device can have a simple constitution.

[0225] In a simplified mode, the white gray scale mode is
adopted for a normally white display, and the black gray
scale is adopted for a normally black display.

[0226] Here, it is needless to say that the replacement of
video signals may be performed continuously when the
positional information from the touch panel TPNL is added.

EMBODIMENT 8

[0227] FIGS. 17A to 17C are diagrams relating to another
embodiment of the liquid crystal device according to the
present invention.

[0228] The constitution which makes this embodiment
different from the embodiment shown in FIG. 16 lies in the
fact that the “dark spot” is erased within a time at least equal
to or more than 0.1 seconds after the touch panel TPNL is
pushed with a pen or the like. That is, when the touch panel
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TPNL is pushed with the pen or the like, the control circuit
TCON detects the positional information, and, after a lapse
of equal to or more than 0.1 seconds from the detection, the
control circuit TCON transmits the data for erasing to the
liquid crystal display panel LPNL.

[0229] FIG. 18 is a flow chart showing one embodiment
of an operation performed by the control circuit TCON.

[0230] In the drawing, first of all, in step SP1, a touch
address is detected based on the information PD from the
touch panel TPNL. Thereafter, in step SP2, address data is
stored in a memory indicated by SP3.

[0231] Then, in step SP4, the stored address and the input
data are compared. That is, the address stored in the memory
SP3 and the inputted address data are compared, and it is
determined whether the stored address data and the inputted
address data coincide with each other or not. Then these data
do not coincide, the counter CM is reset to “0” in step SP5
and the count number is added along with inputting of data
at step SP6.

[0232] When the count number assumes a value which
corresponds to 0.1 seconds in step 5P7, the video signal data
of the region corresponding to the address stored in the
memory SP3 is replaced with the data for erasing in step
SP8.

[0233] When the stored address data is inputted in step
SP4, the processing returns to the step SP1, and the pro-
cessing is repeated until the stored address data is no more
inputted.

[0234] Since the touching operation of the touch panel
TPNL is performed by a human, the time during which the
pressure is applied to the touch panel TPNL by the touching
operation is not a moment, but is a continuous time having
a finite value.

[0235] Even when the screen is erased during touching,
the memory function is generated, and, hence, it is not so
effective. Accordingly, to add the data for erasing after
completion of touching, it is desirable to perform the setting
of data for erasing after a time equal to or more than 0.1
second lapses. Accordingly, it is possible to surely erase the
region from the screen immediately after the completion of
touching.

EMBODIMENT 9

[0236] FIGS.19A to 19D are diagrams relating to another
embodiment of the liquid crystal display device according to
the present invention.

[0237] This embodiment is different from the embodiment
shown in FIG. 17 in that, first of all, when the touch panel
TPNL is traced with a pen or the like, as shown in FIG. 19A,
a locus drawn by the pen or the like appears as it is as a
display, as shown in FIG. 19B. Although this display
constitutes the above-mentioned “dark spot”, this embodi-
ment is characterized by effectively using the dark spot as
the display.

[0238] Then, this display is erased in response to an
instruction from a manipulator. That is, the locus drawn by
a pen or the like can be used for some purpose; and, when
the locus becomes no longer necessary, the erasing signal is
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applied in response to an instruction from the user, as shown
in FIG. 19C, and the display of the locus is released, as
shown in FIG. 19D.

[0239] FIG. 20 is a flow chart showing one embodiment
of an operation performed by the control circuit TCON.

[0240] Inthe drawing, in step SP1, the touch address from
the touch panel TPNL is detected. Then, the address data is
stored in step SP2. Here, the address data is stored in a
memory indicated by SP3. In this case, the locus drawn by
a pen or the like appears on the display and the control
circuit TCOM waits for an erasing request CO of the display.

[0241] When the control circuit TCON receives the eras-
ing request CO in step SP4, the video signal data of a region
corresponding to the stored address is replaced with the data
for erasing in step SP5. Thereafter, the address data of the
memory is reset in step SP6.

[0242] Here, in this case, the erasing signal may be
produced only with respect to the vicinity of the touching
region. Due to such a constitution, it is possible to constitute
the liquid crystal display device without affecting images
other than that of the touched portion.

[0243] FIG. 21 is a flow chart showing one embodiment
of an operation performed by the control circuit TCON and
is shown by extracting a portion of FIG. 20.

[0244] As shown in the drawing, when the control circuit
TCON receives the erasing request in step SP4, in step SP7,
the whole screen is erased without performing the replace-
ment of the video signal as shown in FIG. 12 or FIG. 14,
for example. In this case, it is possible to obtain an advan-
tageous effect that the memory is no longer necessary.

[0245] In this embodiment, the memory property, which
has been considered to give ill effects to the display, is
positively utilized in the display. In describing characters or
images using the touch panel, when a trace which is formed
by touching of the pen is observed, it is easier for the user
to describe the character or the image so that the availability
of the user is enhanced.

[0246] Accordingly, in this embodiment, etasing is pet-
formed in accordance with the instruction of the user such
that an erasing signal is inputted upon receiving the instruc-
tion from the user.

[0247] Here, it is desirable to execute the erasing request
using software. By setting some address as an address which
issues a display signal, when a user merely touches the
region, an erasing signal is issued and erasing of the memory
image can be realized.

[0248] Tt is needless to say that to the above-mentioned
liquid crystal display device having the touch panel TPNL,
techniques which are described in respective embodiments
of the liquid crystal display device having no touch panel
TPNL are applicable.

[0249] As can be clearly understood from the foregoing
explanation, according to the liquid crystal display device of
the present invention, the above-mentioned dark spot can be
obviated. Further, it is possible to effectively utilize the
above-mentioned dark spot.
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1. (canceled)
2. (canceled)
3. (canceled)
4. (canceled)
5. (canceled)
6. (canceled)
7. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate and a second substrate which are arranged
to face each other in an opposed manner by way of
liquid crystal; and

first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of a liquid crystal display
part of the first substrate and second electrodes which
are formed in a pixel region of a liquid-crystal-side
surface of a liquid crystal display part of the second
substrate, wherein

liquid crystal molecules are arranged in the substantially
vertical direction with respect to the substrates in a state
that an electric field is not generated between the first
electrodes and the second electrodes, and

the liquid crystal display part is divided into a plurality of
regions, and the liquid crystal display device further
includes means which, with respect to a voltage applied
between the first electrodes and the second electrodes
formed per one or a plurality of frames, sequentially
applies the voltage which is equal to or less than 20%
of the maximum voltage between the first and second
electrodes of the respective pixel regions of the divided
regions of the liquid crystal display part per one or a
plurality of frames.

8. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 7,
wherein with respect to a voltage applied between the first
electrodes and the second electrodes, the sequential appli-
cation of the voltage which is equal to or less than 20% of
the maximum voltage is performed within one minute.

9. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 7,
wherein with respect to a voltage applied between the first
electrodes and the second electrodes, the sequential appli-
cation of the voltage which is equal to or less than 20% of
the maximum voltage is performed within 5 seconds.

10. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel including a first substrate
and a second substrate which are arranged to face each
other in an opposed manner by way of liquid crystal,
first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of the first substrate and
second electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of
a liquid-crystal-side surface of the second substrate;
and

a touch panel which is arranged on an observation-side
surface of the liquid crystal display panel, and

means which, with respect to a voltage applied between
the first electrodes and the second electrodes of pixels
corresponding to at least a portion of the touch panel
which is touched, applies the voltage which is equal to

or less than 20% of the maximum voltage.
11. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein with respect to the voltage applied between the first

May 11, 2006

electrodes and the second electrodes of pixels corresponding
to -at least a portion of the touch panel which is touched, the
application of the voltage which is equal to or less than 20%
of the maximum voltage is performed when not less than 0.1
seconds lapses after detection of touching.

12. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 10,
wherein the liquid crystal display panel is configured such
that liquid crystal molecules are arranged in the substantially
vertical direction with respect to the substrates in a state that
an electric field is not generated between the first electrodes
and the second electrodes.

13. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel including a first substrate
and a second substrate which are arranged to face each
other in an opposed manner by way of liquid crystal,
first electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of a
liquid-crystal-side surface of the first substrate and
second electrodes which are formed in a pixel region of
a liquid-crystal-side surface of the second substrate, the
liquid crystal display panel having liquid crystal mol-
ecules arranged in the substantially vertical direction
with respect to the substrate in a state that an electric
field is not generated between the first electrodes and
the second electrodes; and

a touch panel which is arranged on an observation-side
surface of the liquid crystal display panel, and

means which, with respect to a voltage applied between
the first electrodes and the second electrodes of pixels,
applies the voltage signal which is equal to or less than
20% of the maximum voltage in response to detection
of touching of the touch panel.

14. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 13,
wherein a path of video signals supplied to the first pixel
electrodes is interrupted and the supply of the voltage signal
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
with respect to the voltage applied between the first elec-
trodes and the second electrodes is performed on pixels
corresponding to a touched portion and the vicinity thereof
based on positional information from the touch panel.

15. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 13,
wherein a path of video signals supplied to the first elec-
trodes is interrupted and the supply of the voltage signal
which is equal to or less than 20% of the maximum voltage
with respect to the voltage between the first electrodes and
the second electrodes is performed on pixels corresponding
to a touched portion based on positional information from
the touch panel.

16. (canceled)

17. (canceled)

18. (canceled)

19. (canceled)

20. (canceled)

21. (canceled)

22. (canceled)

23. (canceled)

24. (canceled)

25. (canceled)
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