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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed is a compensation film, a manufacturing method
thereof and a liquid crystal display, which can obtain a wider
viewing angle. The liquid crystal display can secure a wider
viewing angle by providing the compensation film formed of
multi-layered cholesteric liquid crystal layers.
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COMPENSATION FILM, MANUFACTURING
METHOD THEREOF AND LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY USING THE SAME

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 2003-100363, filed on Dec. 30, 2003, which is
hereby incorporated by reference for all purposes as if fully
set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display, and
more particularly, to a compensation film, a manufacturing
method thereof and a liquid crystal display using the same.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

According to a recent rapid advance to information society,
a flat panel display is required to have an excellent charactet-
istics such as slimness, light weight and low power consump-
tion.

A Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), one of the flat panel
displays, has an excellent visibility in comparison with a
Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) and has low average power con-
sumption and caloric value in comparison with a CRT having
the same screen size. For these reasons, LCDs are used in
portable phones, computer monitors, television sets and the
like and highlighted as next-generation display together with
Plasma Display Panels (PDP) and Field Emission Displays
(FED).

Generally, as LCD includes two substrates on which elec-
tric-field generation electrodes are formed. The two sub-
strates are arranged to face each other and liquid crystal
material is injected between the two substrates. An electric
field is induced by a predetermined voltage, which is applied
to the electric-field generation electrodes. By controlling lig-
uid crystal molecules according to the electric field, light
transmittance is controlled. Through these procedures,
images are displayed on the LCD.

Generally, liquid crystal molecules are aligned anisotropi-
cally. The liquid crystal molecules have a property such that
the anisotropy of the liquid crystal molecules changes
depending on a distribution degree of liquid crystal molecules
and a distribution degree of tilt angles with respect to the
substrate. Accordingly, such a property of the liquid crystal is
an important factor that causes a polarization to be changed
depending on a viewing angle of the liquid crystal cell or the
film.

In driving the LCD panel, such an inherent property of the
liquid crystal molecules causes a luminance and a contrast
ratio to be changed depending on the omni-directional view-
ing angles. Therefore, the LCDs have problems that cannot
obtain a constant luminance and contrast ratio through a
range of viewing angles.

In order to overcome the foregoing problems, a compen-
sation film has been proposed for compensating for anisotro-
pic distribution depending on the viewing angle of the liquid
crystal cell.

Inthe compensation film, a phase difference withrespect to
a transmitted light is varied by a polymer film. Also, the
compensation film extends in a predetermined direction to
have birefringence due to anisotropic induction of the mol-
ecules.

For example, when an external electric field is applied to a
Twisted Nematic (TN) mode liquid crystal display having a
normally black mode, the liquid crystal molecules respond to
the applied electric field and provide light transmittance like
a following equation.
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I=1 sin’[0(1+27)Y3],
U=nR/O},

R=And [Equation]

where,

I: an intensity of a transmitted light

1,, an intensity of an incident light

An: a birefringence

d: a thickness of a liquid crystal cell

A a wavelength of a transmitted light

0: a twist angle of a TN liquid crystal

R: a phase difference.

That is, when light passes through the liquid crystal mol-
ecules in a vertical direction and in an oblique direction,
values of the phase differences are different from one another.
Thus, the properties of the transmitted light are changed
depending on the viewing angle.

A birefringence value (An-d) of the light passing through
the liquid crystal is evaluated by multiplying a difference
value of refractive index on a plane perpendicular to a light
forwarding direction by a thickness of a medium through
which the light passes.

In order to compensate for the phase difference of the
liquid crystal, the compensation film with a liquid crystal
layer constructed to have a birefringence value almost iden-
tical with a birefringence value (d*(n,-n,)) of the liquid
crystal and to have a negative phase value (n,-n,) can be used
to compensate the viewing angle.

Accordingly, the viewing angle problem can be solved by
compensating for the phase difference in an opposite direc-
tion in the compensation film, which is installed between the
liquid crystal substrate and the polarizing plate in order to
compensate for the phase difference inside the liquid crystals.
At this time, a uniaxial film or a biaxial film is used as the
compensation film.

FIGS. 1A to 1C are views illustrating a refractive-index
anisotropic ellipsoid of a phase-difference compensation
film.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1A to 1C, assuming that X-, Y-, and
Z-direction refractive indices are respectively expressed as
“n.”, “n,” and “n,”, uniaxiality and biaxiality are determined
depending on whether or not the X-direction refractive index
“n,” is identical with the Y-direction refractive index “n,”.
That is, as illustrated in FIG. 14, the uniaxiality refers to a
case where refractive indices of two directions (X- and Y-di-
rections) are equal to each other but different from a refractive
index of the remaining direction (Z-direction). Additionally,
as shown in FIGS. 1B and 1C, the biaxiality refers to a case
where refractive indices of three directions (X-, Y- and Z-di-
rections) are different from one another.

The general phase-difference compensation film using the
uniaxial refractive-index anisotropic body is aligned such that
a long axes of the ellipsoid are in parallel with and perpen-
dicular with a surface of the phase-difference film.

A conventional manufacturing method of the phase-differ-
ence film uses a method of extending a high molecular film
uniaxially or biaxially to allow a light axis of the phase-
difference film to have a predetermined angle with respect to
a film forwarding direction, thereby obtaining a the desired
birefringence.

FIG. 2 is a view schematically showing a structure of a
conventional LCD with a compensation film.

Referring to FIG. 2, the conventional LCD includes a lig-
uid crystal panel 20 formed by injecting a liquid crystal layer
10 between the upper and lower substrates 11 and 12, in
which upper and lower substrates 11 and 12 are spaced apart
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from each other by a predetermined distance; first and second
compensation films 13 and 14 attached to outer surfaces of the
upper and lower substrates 11 and 12; and first and second
polarizing plates 15 and 16 attached to the compensation
films 13 and 14 to have optical transmittance axes perpen-
dicular to each other.

At this time, since the compensation films 13 and 14 have
an anisotropic distribution with opposite direction to liquid
crystal cells of the liquid crystal layer, it is possible to elimi-
nate a difference of light retardation according to a viewing
angle when using the compensation film attached to the liquid
crystal cells.

FIG. 3 is a view schematically showing a structure of the
compensation film of FIG. 2.

As shown, the compensation film has a refractive index
anisotropy by arranging discotic liquid crystals 17 to change
tilt angles successively. At this time, the discotic liquid crys-
tals 13 can be formed using a splay alignment.

However, the conventional compensation film provided in
the LCD has a limit that a wider viewing angle cannot be
obtained because it is difficult to make the discotic liquid
crystals have successive tilt angles different from each other.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a compen-
sation film and an LCD having the same that substantially
obviate one or more problems due to limitations and disad-
vantages of the related art.

An advantage of the present invention is to provide a com-
pensation film, a manufacturing method thereof, and an LCD
using the same, in which a wider viewing angle is obtained by
forming the compensation film with a multi-layered structure
of a coating-type cholesteric liquid crystal.

Additional advantages, and features of the invention will
be set forth in part in the description which follows and in part
will become apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art
upon examination of the following or may be learned from
practice of the invention. These and other advantages of the
invention may be realized and attained by the structure par-
ticularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly
described herein, a compensation film comprises a plurality
of alignment films formed on a substrate, the alignment films
having different tilt angles; and a plurality of liquid crystal
layers formed by coating cholesteric liquid crystals on each of
the alignment films.

The cholesteric liquid crystal layer may be formed with a
multi-layered structure having at least three layers.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
amethod for manufacturing a compensation film comprises:
a) printing, hardening and aligning an optical alignment film
on a substrate; b) coating a cholesteric liquid crystal layer on
the aligned optical alignment film and hardening the choles-
teric liquid crystal layer; and ¢) repeatedly performing the
steps a) and b) to provide multi-layered cholesteric liquid
crystal layers.

Here, the multi-layered cholesteric liquid crystal layers
have successive tilt angles different from each other.

According to a further another embodiment of the present
invention, a liquid crystal display, comprises: a lower sub-
strate having thin film transistors arranged in a matrix, pixel
regions being defined by gate lines and data lines; an upper
substrate provided corresponding to the lower substrate, the
upper substrate having a plurality of color filter patterns for
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4

representing colors; a liquid crystal layer provided by filling
liquid crystals into a gap between the lower and upper sub-
strates; first and second compensation films provided by coat-
ing multi-layered cholesteric liquid crystal layers on outer
surfaces of the lower and upper substrates; and first and
second polarizing plates respectively attached to outer sur-
faces of the lower and upper substrates to have optical trans-
mittance axes perpendicular to each other.

The first and second compensation films are formed of
negative C-plate.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiment(s ) of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIGS. 1A to 1C are views illustrating refractive index
anisotropic ellipsoids of a phase-difference compensation
film;

FIG. 2 is a view schematically a structure of an LCD with
a conventional compensation film;

FIG. 3 is a view schematically illustrating a structure of the
compensation film of F1G. 2;

FIG. 4 is a view schematically illustrating a structure of an
LCD with a compensation film according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a view schematically illustrating a structure of the
compensation film of FIG. 3, which uses cholesteric liquid
crystal; and

FIGS. 6A to 6C are views illustrating sequential proce-
dures of manufacturing the compensation film according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the same refer-
ence numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to
the same or like parts.

FIG. 4 is a view schematically illustrating a structure of an
LCD with a compensation film according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 4, pixel regions are defined by gate lines
and data lines (not shown). A lower substrate 42 includes thin
film transistors (TFTs) (not shown) arranged in a matrix. An
upper substrate 41 is provided corresponding to the lower
substrate 42 and includes a color filter (not shown) with a
plurality of color filter patterns for representing colors. A
liquid crystal layer 30 is provided by filling liquid crystals
into a gap between the lower substrate 42 and the upper
substrate 41. First and second compensation films 43 and 44
are formed by coating multi-layered cholesteric liquid crystal
layers on respective outer surfaces of the lower and upper
substrates 42 and 41. First and second polarizing plates 45
and 46 are respectively attached to the outer surfaces of the
upper and lower substrates 41 and 42 to have optical trans-
mittance axes perpendicular to each other.
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Although not shown in FIG. 4, TFTs acting as switching
elements are formed at crossings of the gate lines and the data
lines, and pixel electrodes connected to drain electrodes of the
TFTs are formed at the pixel regions, which are defined by the
gate lines and the data lines.

Here, the TFTs formed on the lower substrate 42 may be
amorphous silicon type TFTs or polysilicon type TFTs or
other type as would be appreciated by one of skill in the art.
The amorphous silicon type TFT may include hydrogen hav-
ing no periodicity of lattice according to a crystal state of a
semiconductor layer, which is an active layer. The polysilicon
type TFT may include crystalline polysilicon.

In addition, in Twisted Nematic (TN) mode, black matrix
(BM) (not shown) is formed on a transparent substrate in
order to shield light from transmitting through a region except
for the pixel electrode. Red, green and blue color filter pat-
terns are formed on the black matrix to represent colors. A
common electrode is formed on the color filter patterns.

A liquid crystal mode of the liquid crystal layer 30 may be
Twisted Nematic (TN) mode, Optical Compensated Birefrin-
gence (OCB) mode, Vertical Alignment (VA) mode, In Plane
Switching (IPS) mode or Electrically Controlled Birefrin-
gence (ECB) mode.

FIG. 5is a view schematically illustrating a structure of the
compensation film of FIG. 4 using cholesteric liquid crystals.

Referring to FIG. 5, each of the compensation films 43 and
44 includes a substrate 51, a first alignment film 52 formed on
the substrate 51 and having a first tilt angle; a first liquid
crystal layer 53 formed by coating cholesteric liquid crystals
on the first alignment film 52; a second alignment film 54
formed on the first liquid crystal layer 53 and having a second
tilt angle; a second liquid crystal layer 55 formed by coating
cholesteric liquid crystals on the second alignment film 54; a
third alignment film 56 formed on the second liquid crystal
layer 55 and having a third tilt angle; and a third liquid crystal
layer 57 formed by coating cholesteric liquid crystals on the
third alignment film 56.

The liquid crystal layers 53, 55 and 57 formed by coating
the cholesteric liquid crystals may be formed with a multi-
layered structure having at least three layers. The first align-
ment film 52, the second alignment film 54 and the third
alignment film 56 corresponding to the liquid crystal layers
may be formed with a multi-layered structure having at least
three layers. Each of the alignment films are stacked up over
each of the liquid crystal layers. The alignment films having
different tilt angles are respectively formed on the liquid
crystal layers. At this time, since the respective liquid crystal
layers 53, 55 and 57 of the multi-layered structure have dif-
ferent tilt angles, the tilt angle can be changed successively.

Meanwhile, the compensation films 43 and 44 need to have
negative birefringence and inclined optical transmittance
axes in order to compensation for positive birefringence of
the liquid crystal layer 30, or vice versa.

The cholesteric liquid crystals have a selective reflection
characteristic that reflects a specific wavelength of incident
light according to a helical pitch. At this time, a polarization
state of the reflective light is determined according to a rotat-
ing direction of the liquid crystal. For example, if liquid
crystal molecules have a left-handed structure, that is, if the
liquid crystal molecules are rotated and twisted in a counter-
clockwise direction around an axis of rotation, only left-circle
polarized light is reflected.

Accordingly, the present invention controls the pitch to
change phases of the cholesteric liquid crystals in the visible
light range, thereby providing the same effect as discotic
liquid crystals.
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FIGS. 6A to 6C are views illustrating sequential proce-
dures of manufacturing the compensation film according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 6 A, for the purpose of aligning liquid
crystal molecules, organic polymer which is referred to as an
optical alignment film 52 is coated on a transparent substrate
51 and then aligned after evaporating solvent at temperature
of approximately 60° C. to 80° C. Thereafter, the optical
alignment film 52 is hardened at temperature of approxi-
mately 80° C. to 200° C. Here, polyimide-based organic
matter can be as material for the optical alignment film 52.

Then, the optical alignment film 52 is oriented by applying
non-polarized ultraviolet (UV) light or irradiating ion beam.
Specifically, the optical axis of the compensation film manu-
factured by arbitrarily controlling an orientation direction of
the optical alignment film has an arbitrary angle with respect
to a progress direction of the film. In addition, the process of
orienting the optical alignment film may be carried out using
a rubbing process.

As illustrated in FIG. 6B, a cholesteric liquid crystal layer
53 for a coatable retarder is coated on the oriented optical
alignment film 52.

In detail, the cholesteric liquid crystal layer 53 can be
formed by a roll coating process that uses a roller. The cho-
lesteric liquid crystal layer 53 has uniform thickness by pla-
narizing its surface.

The coated cholesteric liquid crystal layer 53 is hardened
using non-polarized ultraviolet (UV) light or ion beams and is
fixed as a film.

At this time, the pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal layer
53 can be determined by controlling its thickness and the
irradiated an ultraviolet (UV) light.

As illustrated in FIG. 6C, optical alignment films 54 and 56
having different tilt angles and cholesteric liquid crystal lay-
ers 55 and 57 are further formed on the cholesteric liquid
crystal layer 53.

At this time, the cholesteric liquid crystal layers 55 and 57
having the different tilt angle can be formed by repeating the
above-described steps of FIGS. 6A and 6B.

As aresult, a negative C-plate is completed by forming the
cholesteric liquid crystal layers 53, 55 and 57 with a multi-
layered structure having successive tilt angles different from
each other.

In addition, optical alignment films having successive tilt
angles and cholesteric liquid crystal layers can be further
formed on the cholesteric liquid crystal layers 53,55 and 57.
In other words, if necessary, the cholesteric liquid crystal
layers may be formed with at least three layers.

Meanwhile, if the cholesteric liquid crystal layers 53, 55
and 57 are formed with a reactive mesogen characteristic, tilt
angles can be directly determined in the cholesteric liquid
crystal layers without forming any additional alignment
films.

Because the compensation film according to the present
invention has an anisotropic distribution of possible opposite
direction to liquid crystal cells of the liquid crystal layer, a
wider viewing angle can be secured by eliminating a differ-
ence of light retardation according to a viewing angle when
using the compensation film attached to the liquid crystal
cells.

As described above, the present invention can obtain a
wider viewing angle by eliminating light retardation accord-
ing to a viewing angle using the compensation film, which is
formed with the multi-layered coating-type cholesteric liquid
crystal layer.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
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invention. Thus, itis intended that the present invention cov-
ers the modifications and variations of this invention provided
they come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A compensation film for a liquid crystal display device,
comprising:

a plurality of alignment films formed on a substrate, the
alignment films having different tilt angles changed suc-
cessively; and

a plurality of liquid crystal layers, each formed by coating
cholesteric liquid crystals on each of the alignment
films,

wherein a pretilt angle of each of the liquid crystal layers is
set from each of the alignment films,

wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are formed
with a multi-layered structure having at least three lay-
ers, each cholesteric liquid crystal layer has a substan-
tially fixed tilt angle, and the tilt angles of the cholesteric
liquid crystal layers are different from each other and
change successively throughout the cholesteric liquid
crystal layers,

wherein the alignment films layers are formed with a multi-
layered structure having at least three layers,

wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are hardened
by ultraviolet light or ion beams and each of the choles-
teric liquid crystal layers are fixed as a film, and

wherein a pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystals is con-
trolled so as to change a phase of the cholesteric liquid
crystals in the visible ray range.

2. A method for manufacturing a compensation film for a

liquid crystal display device, comprising:

a) printing, hardening and aligning an optical alignment
film on a substrate;

b) coating a cholesteric liquid crystal layer on the aligned
optical alignment film and hardening the cholesteric
liquid crystal layer by ultraviolet light or ion beams,
wherein each of the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are
fixed as a film; and

c) repeatedly performing the steps a) and b) to provide
sequentially a plurality of optical alignment films and a
plurality of cholesteric liquid crystal layers formed on
each of the optical alignment films,

wherein the optical alignment films have different tilt
angles changed successively;

wherein a pretilt angle of each of the cholesteric liquid
crystal layers is set from each of the optical alignment
films,

wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are formed
with a multi-layered structure having at least three lay-
ers, and each cholesteric liquid crystal layer has a sub-
stantially fixed tilt angle, and the tilt angles of the cho-
lesteric liquid crystal layers are different from each other
and change successively throughout the cholesteric lig-
uid crystal layers,

wherein the optical alignment films layers are formed with
amulti-layered structure having at least three layers, and

wherein a pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal is con-
trolled so as to change a phase of the cholesteric liquid
crystal in the visible ray range.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the aligning
of the optical alignment film is carried out by irradiating at
least one of non-polarized ultraviolet light and an ion beam.

4. A liquid crystal display, comprising:

a lower substrate having thin film transistors arranged in a
matrix, pixel regions being defined by gate lines and data
lines;
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an upper substrate provided corresponding to the lower
substrate, the upper substrate having a plurality of color
filter patterns for representing colors;
aliquid crystal layer provided by filling liquid crystals into
a gap between the lower and upper substrates;

first and second compensation films, each provided by
forming sequentially a plurality of alignment films and a
plurality of cholesteric liquid crystal layers formed on
each of the alignment films on outer surfaces of the
lower and upper substrates, the alighment films having
different tilt angles changed successively; and
first and second polarizing plates respectively attached to
outer surfaces of the lower and upper substrates to have
optical transmittance axes perpendicular to each other,

wherein a pretilt angle of each of the cholesteric liquid
crystal layers is set from each of the alignment films,

wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are formed
with a multi-layered structure having at least three lay-
ers, and each cholesteric liquid crystal layer has a sub-
stantially fixed tilt angle, and the tilt angles of the cho-
lesteric liquid crystal layers are different from each other
and change successively throughout the cholesteric lig-
uid crystal layers,

wherein the alignment films layers are formed with a multi-

layered structure having at least three layers,
wherein the cholesteric liquid crystal layers are hardened
by ultraviolet light or ion beams and each of the choles-
teric liquid crystal layers are fixed as a film, and

wherein a pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal is con-
trolled so as to change a phase of the cholesteric liquid
crystal in the visible ray range.

5. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the first and second compensation films are formed of nega-
tive C-plate.

6. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
a liquid crystal mode applied to the liquid crystal layer is at
least one selected from the group consisting of twisted nem-
atic (TN) mode, optical compensated birefringence (OCB)
mode, vertical alignment (VA) mode, in plane switching
(IPS) mode and electrically controlled birefringence (ECB)
mode.

7. An optical compensation film, comprising:

a first alignment film on a substrate;

a first liquid crystal layer on the first alignment film;

a second alignment film on the first liquid crystal layer;

a second liquid crystal layer on the second alignment film;

a third alignment film on the second liquid crystal layer;

and

a third liquid crystal layer on the third alignment film,

wherein the first to third alignment films have different tilt

angles changed successively,

wherein a pretilt angle of each of the first to third liquid

crystal layers is set from each of the first to third align-
ment films,

wherein the liquid crystal layers are formed with a multi-

layered structure having at least three layers, each liquid
crystal layer has a substantially fixed tilt angle, and the
tilt angles of the liquid crystal layers are different from
each other and change successively throughout the lig-
uid crystal layers,

wherein the alignment films layers are formed with a multi-

layered structure having at least three layers,

wherein the first to the third liquid crystal layers are hard-

ened by ultraviolet light or ion beams and each of the
liquid crystal layers are fixed as a film,

wherein the liquid crystal layers include a cholesteric lig-

uid crystal, and
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wherein a pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal is con-
trolled so as to change a phase of the cholesteric liquid
crystal in the visible ray range.

8. A method of forming an optical compensation film,

comprising:

forming a first alignment film on a substrate;

forming a first liquid crystal layer on the first alignment
film;

forming a second alignment film on the first liquid crystal
layer;

forming a second liquid crystal layer on the second align-
ment film,

forming a third alignment film on the second liquid crystal
layer; and

forming a third liquid crystal layer on the third alignment
film,

wherein the first to third alignment films have different tilt
angles changed successively,

10

15

10

wherein a pretilt angle of each of the first to third liquid
crystal layers is set from each of the first to third align-
ment films,

wherein the liquid crystal layers are formed with a multi-
layered structure having at least three layers, each liquid
crystal layer has a substantially fixed tilt angle, and the
tilt angles of the liquid crystal layers are different from
each other and change successively throughout the lig-
uid crystal layers,

wherein the alignment films layers are formed with a multi-
layered structure having at least three layers,

wherein the first to the third liquid crystal layers are hard-
ened by ultraviolet light or ion beams and each of the
liquid crystal layers are fixed as a film,

wherein the liquid crystal layers include a cholesteric lig-
uid crystal, and

wherein a pitch of the cholesteric liquid crystal are con-
trolled so as to change a phase of the cholesteric liquid
crystal in the visible ray range.

ok % k&
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