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(7) ABSTRACT

A color filter substrate for a liquid crystal display device and
a method of fabricating the same includes black matrixes on
atransparent insulating substrate, the black matrixes defining
pixel areas and having a first region and a second region, color
filters in the pixel areas and having areas overlapping the first
region of the black matrixes, and ball spacers above the sec-
ond region of the black matrixes, wherein a thickness of the
first region is greater than a thickness of the second region.
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1
COLOR FILTER SUBSTRATE HAVING BALL
SPACERS DISPOSED WITHIN BLACK
MATRIXES FOR LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY
DEVICE AND METHOD FOR FABRICATING
THE SAME

The invention claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 2006-0055577 filed in Korea on Jun. 20, 2006,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Embodiments of the invention relates to a liquid crystal
display device, and more particularly, to a color filter sub-
strate for a liquid crystal display device and a method of
fabricating the same. Although embodiments of the invention
are suitable for a wide scope of applications, they are particu-
larly suitable for obtaining a color filter substrate for a liquid
crystal display device and a method of fabricating the same
that prevent a gravity defect and a touch defect.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

The role of electronic display has become more important
in the current information oriented society. Electronic dis-
plays have been widely used in various industrial fields. In
addition, electronic displays have been rapidly advanced to
provide functions meeting to the demands of the information
oriented society.

In general, an electronic display is a device that transfers
various information to humans through visual sense. The
electronic display transforms electronic information signals
outputted from various electric devices into optical informa-
tion signals that can be recognized by the human eyes. An
electronic display may be considered as a bridging device for
connecting humans to the electronic devices.

The electronic display is classified into an emissive display
if it displays the optical information signal through emitting
light, and a non-emissive display if it displays the optical
information signal through optical modulation using reflec-
tion, diffusion, and interference characteristics. Examples of
emissive displays, which also may be referred to as active
displays, include a cathode ray tube (“CRT”), a plasma dis-
play panel (“PDP”), an organic electroluminescent display
(“OELD”), and a light emitting diode (“LED”). Examples of
non-emissive displays, which also may be referred to as pas-
sive displays, include a liquid crystal display (“LCD”), and an
electrophoretic image display (“EPID”).

Electronic displays have been applied to computer moni-
tors and televisions. The cathode ray tube (“CRT”), which is
the display having the longest history, has a large market
share in terms of economic efficiency, but has many disad-
vantages, including heavy weight, large volume, and high
power consumption.

In light of the rapid development of semiconductor tech-
nology, various electronic devices have become small, thin
and light weighted, and a flat panel display device has been
receiving attention as an electronic display proper to such a
trend in the electronic devices. Accordingly, the demand of
flat panel display devices has rapidly increased. In order to
satisfy such a demand, flat panel display devices such as a
liquid crystal display (“LLCD”) device, a PDP device, and an
OELD device have been intensively researched. Among the
flat panel devices, a liquid crystal display device has been
receiving attention due to the advantages thereof, such as,
small, light-weight and thin, low power consumption and low
driving voltage.
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In general, a liquid crystal display devices includes a color
filter substrate having a color filter and a black matrix, and an
array substrate having a thin film transistor (“TFT”) element
and pixel electrodes. The liquid crystal display device also
includes a liquid crystal material having anisotropic dielectric
property interposed between the color filter substrate and the
array substrate. The liquid crystal display device displays a
desired image by controlling the amount of light transmitting
through the color filter substrate and the array substrate by
applying electric potential to the pixel electrodes and a com-
mon electrode, to thereby change the arrangement of liquid
crystal molecules.

A liquid crystal display device needs to maintain a cell gap
between the color filter substrate and the array substrate, and
spacers have been introduced to maintain a constant cell gap
in the liquid crystal display device. Spacers can be classified
into a ball spacer disposed on the substrate or a column spacer
formed on the substrate after patterned to have a predeter-
mined shape Ball spacers have a thermal expansion coeffi-
cient similar to that of the liquid crystal material. Accord-
ingly, the ball spacers can be used at any temperature
conditions.

However, the ball spacers may be shifted when a liquid
crystal display device is vibrated or undergoes impacts. When
the liquid crystal display device according the related art is
vibrated or undergoes impacts, the arrangement of the liquid
crystal molecules changes or becomes tilted, thereby causing
light leakage defect and reducing a contrast ratio of the liquid
crystal display device.

To overcome such a problem, a liquid crystal display
device according to the related art includes a patterned col-
umn spacer instead of ball spacers. The pattern column spacer
is formed on the substrate to suppress diffusion problem or
the light leakage problem. However, such a liquid crystal
display device having the column spacer according to the
related art may have a gravity defect. A gravity defect occurs
when the liquid crystal molecules leans toward the gravity
direction in the high temperature. In addition, such a liquid
crystal display device having the column spacer according to
related art may have a touch defect when pressure is applied
to the liquid crystal display device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, embodiments of the invention is directed to a
color filter substrate for a liquid crystal display device and a
method of fabricating the same that substantially obviate one
or more of the problems due to limitations and disadvantages
of the related art.

An object of embodiments of the invention is to provide a
color filter substrate for a liquid crystal display device and a
method of fabricating the same that prevent a gravity defect
and a touch defect and a method of fabricating the same.

Another object of embodiments of the invention is to pro-
vide a color filter substrate for a liquid crystal display device
and a method of fabricating the same that improve a contrast
ratio of a liquid crystal display device by suppressing light
leakage defect caused by spacer movement.

Additional features and advantages of embodiments of the
invention will be set forth in the description which follows,
and in part will be apparent from the description, or may be
learned by practice of embodiments of the invention. The
objectives and other advantages of the embodiments of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure par-
ticularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.
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To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of embodiments ofthe invention, as embod-
ied and broadly described, a color filter substrate for a liquid
crystal display device includes black matrixes on a transpar-
ent insulating substrate, the black matrixes defining pixel
areas and having a first region and a second region, color
filters in the pixel areas and having areas overlapping the first
region of the black matrixes, and ball spacers above the sec-
ond region of the black matrixes, wherein a thickness of the
first region is greater than a thickness of the second region.

In another aspect, a method for fabricating a color filter
substrate for a liquid crystal display device includes forming
black matrixes on a transparent insulating substrate, the black
matrixes defining pixel areas and having a first region and a
second region, forming color filters in the pixel areas and
having areas overlapping the first region of the black
matrixes, and forming ball spacers above the second region of
the black matrixes, wherein a thickness of the first region is
greater than a thickness of the second region.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of embodiments of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of embodiments of the invention
and are incorporated in and constitute a part of this specifi-
cation, illustrate embodiments of the invention and together
with the description serve to explain the principles of embodi-
ments of the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a color filter
substrate of a liquid crystal display device in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the invention; and

FIGS. 2A to 2E are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method for fabricating a color filter substrate of a liquid
crystal display device in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the invention, examples of which are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a color filter
substrate of a liquid crystal display device in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the invention. In FIG. 1, a color
filter includes a transparent insulating substrate 100, black
matrixes 210 and 220, color filters 310, 320 and 330, a pas-
sivation layer 500, and ball spacers 401 to 404. The black
matrixes 210 and 220 are formed on the substrate 100 and
define a pixel area. The transparent insulating substrate 100
may be formed of glass, and the black matrixes 210 and 220
may be formed of chrome (Cr), chrome oxide layer (Cr,0,),
a black resin or a material that absorbs light.

In addition, the color filter 301 is a red color filter realizing
red color and corresponding to a red (R) pixel, the color filter
320 is a green color filter realizing green color and corre-
sponding to a green (G) pixel, and the color filter 330 is a blue
color filter realizing blue color and corresponding to a blue
(B) pixel. The red, green and blue color filters 310, 320 and
330are formed in the pixel area defined by the black matrixes
210and 220 and have predetermined portions overlapping the
black matrixes 210 and 220. Further, the red, green, and blue
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4

color filters 310, 320 and 330 may be alternatively formed in
the pixel area defined by the black matrixes 210 and 220.

The passivation layer 500 is formed on the black matrixes
210 and 220 and the color filter 310, 320 and 330, and pre-
vents pigment ions from being erupted. The passivation layer
500 can be formed of material having insulating property. For
example, the passivation layer 500 can be formed of polyim-
ide. In addition, the ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and 404 are
disposed above the black matrixes 210 and 220. In particular,
the ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and 404 are disposed above
spacer disposed regions 213 and 223 of the black matrixes
210 and 220.

The black matrixes 210 and 220 include color filter over-
lapping regions 211, 215, 221, and 225, which overlap the
color filters 310, 320 and 330. The color filter overlapping
regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 have a thickness T2 thicker
than a thickness T1 of the spacer disposed regions 213 and
223. In addition, the color filter overlapping regions 211, 215,
221, and 225 of the black matrixes 210 and 220 can be formed
to have the thickness T2 about 1.5 to 4 times thicker than that
of the spacer disposed regions 213 and 223 of the black
matrixes 210 and 220. For example, if the spacer disposed
regions 213 and 223 of the black matrixes 210 and 220 are
formed at about 1 pm of thickness, the color filter overlapping
areas 211, 215, 221 and 225 can be formed at about 1.5 10 4
pm of thickness.

Accordingly, the ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and 404 are
prevented from being shifted outwardly from the black
matrixes 210 and 220 even when the liquid crystal display
device is vibrated or undergoes certain impact. Therefore,
light leakage defect caused by a tilted liquid crystal arrange-
ment can be effectively suppressed. In addition, since an
overcoat layer is not required to flatten the upper portion of
the black matrixes 210 and 220, and the color filters 310, 320
and 330, the fabricating process can be effectively simplified.

The ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and 404 can be balls having
superior resilience property. When using plastic balls as the
ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and 404, touch defect can be
effectively suppressed because the diameter of the plastic ball
can vary, thereby accommodating a touch pressure applied to
the liquid crystal display. In addition, a plastic ball spacer has
a thermal expansion coefficient similar to that of the liquid
crystal. As a result, although the transparent insulating sub-
strate 100 is expanded in a high temperature environment, the
plastic ball spacers expand together with the transparent insu-
lating substrate 100, thereby constantly sustaining a cell gap
in a liquid crystal display device. Therefore, gravity defect
caused by liquid crystals leaning toward the gravity direction
also can be effectively suppressed.

The black matrixes 210 and 220 may have boundary
regions 212, 214, 222 and 224 between the color filter over-
lapping regions 211, 215, 221 and 225, and the spacer dis-
posed regions 213 and 223, and the boundary regions 212,
214,222 and 224 may have an upper surface inclined at a first
angle 61. The first angle 61 of the boundary areas 212, 214,
222 and 224 can be about 20° to 160° with respect to the main
surface of the substrate 100.

In addition, the color filters 310, 320 and 330 may have
boundary regions 311, 321, 322, and 331 above the color filter
overlapping regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 of the black
matrixes 210 and 220, and the boundary regions 311,321, 322
and 331 may have an upper surface inclined at a second angle
02. The second angle 062 of the boundary areas 311, 321, 322,
and 331 of the color filters 310, 320 and 330 can be about 20°
to 160° with respect to the main surface of the substrate 100.
Accordingly, the accuracy of disposing the ball spacers 401,
402, 403 and 404 can be effectively improved when spacer



US 8,648,984 B2

5

ink droplets mixed with the ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and
404 are injected in an inkjet process.

Further, a width W2 of each of the color filter overlapping
regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 of the black matrixes 210 and
220 can be formedto be about %50 to %50 of a width W1 of each
of the spacer disposed regions 213 and 223. For example, if
the width W1 of the spacer disposed regions 213 and 223 is
about 30 um, the width W2 of the color filter overlapping
regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 is about 2 to 6 um. Therefore,
the fabricating process margin of the color filters 310,320 and
330 can be secured without reducing an opening ratio.

Thus, a color substrate for a liquid crystal display device
according to an embodiment of the invention improves the
accuracy of disposing the ball spacers and prevents the ball
spacers from being shifted. In addition, a color substrate
according to an embodiment of the invention suppresses the
gravity defect, touch defect, and light leakage defect effec-
tively by using plastic ball spacers.

FIGS. 2A to 2E are cross-sectional views illustrating a
method for fabricating a color filter substrate of a liquid
crystal display device in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the invention. As shown in FIG. 2A, black
matrixes 210 and 220 are formed on a transparent insulating
substrate 100. The transparent insulating substrate 100 may
be formed of glass, and the black matrixes 210 and 220 define
pixel areas P1 to P3. The black matrixes 210 and 220 can be
formed by depositing chrome (Cr) or chrome oxide layer
(Cr,0,). Alternatively, the black matrixes 210 and 220 can be
formed by coating black resin that absorbs light.

In addition, the black matrixes 210 and 220 are formed to
have color filter overlapping regions 211, 215, 221, and 225
having a thickness T2, and spacer disposed regions 213 and
223 having a thickness T1. In addition, the color filter over-
lapping regions 211,215,221, and 225 can be formed to have
the thickness T2 about 1.5 to 4 times thicker than that of the
spacer disposed regions 213 and 223. For example, if the
thickness T1 of the spacer disposed regions 213 and 223 is
about 1 pm, the thickness T2 of the color filter overlapping
regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 can be formed to be about 1.5
to 4 pm.

In addition, the black matrixes 210 and 220 are formed to
have boundary regions 212, 214, 222 and 224 between the
color filter overlapping regions 211, 215, 221 and 225 and the
spacer disposed regions 213 and 223. The boundary regions
212, 214,222 and 224 are formed to be tilted at a first angle 61
between the color filter overlapping areas 211, 215, 221 and
225, and the ball spacer disposed areas 213 and 223. For
example, the first angle 01 of the boundary areas 212, 214,
222 and 224 can be about 20° to 160° with respect to a main
surface of the substrate 100. Although not shown, the black
matrixes 210 and 220 can be effectively formed by a photo-
lithography process using a halftone mask or a diffusion
mask.

As shown in FIG. 2B, color filters including a red color
filter 310 formed of red pixels for expressing red color, a
green color filter 320 formed of green pixels for expressing
green color and a blue color filter 330 formed of blue pixels
for expressing blue color are formed at the pixel areas P1 to
P3. The color filters 310, 320 and 330 have predetermined
regions overlapping the black matrixes 210 and 220. In par-
ticular, the color filters 310, 320 and 330 overlap the black
matrixes 210 and 220 at the color filter overlapping regions
211, 215, 221 and 225 of the black matrixes 210 and 220.

In addition, the red color filter 310, the green color filter
320, and the blue color filter 330 are alternatively formed at
the pixel areas P1 to P3, which are defined by the black
matrixes 210 and 220. The color filters 310, 320 and 330 have
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boundary regions 311, 321, 322 and 331 formed to be tilted at
a second angle 62 over the color filter overlapping regions
211, 215, 221 and 225 of the black matrixes 210 and 220. For
example, the second angle 02 of the boundary regions 311,
321, 322, and 331 of'the color filters 310, 320 and 330 can be
about 20° to 160° with respect to the main surface of the
substrate 100.

As shown in FIG. 2C, a passivation layer 500 is formed on
the color filters 310, 320 and 330 and the black matrixes 210
and 220. The passivation layer 500 can be formed of material
having an insulating property, for example, polyimide.

As shown in FIG. 2D, spacer ink droplets 410 and 420 are
injected onto the black matrixes 210 and 220. The spacer ink
droplets 410 and 420 may be injected by using an inkjet
process, and although not specifically shown, the spacer ink
droplets 410 and 420 are mixed with ball spacers 401, 402,
403 and 404. In addition, the ball spacers 401, 402, 403 and
404 may be formed of plastic ball spacers having superior
elastic resilience property.

As shown in FIG. 2E, the ball spacers 401 to 404 are
disposed on the black matrixes 210 and 220 by drying the
spacer ink droplets 410 and 420 (shown in FIG. 2D).

Thus, a color filter substrate and a method of fabricating the
same according to an embodiment of invention employ plas-
tic ball spacers as ball spacers. In addition, a color filter
substrate and a method of fabricating the same according to
an embodiment of invention have an improved accuracy in
disposing ball spacers. Further, a color filter substrate and a
method of fabricating the same according to an embodiment
of invention prevent ball spacers from being shifted. More-
over, a color filter substrate and a method of fabricating the
same according to an embodiment of invention effectively
suppress touch defect, gravity defect, and light leakage
defect, hereby improving the contrast ratio of a liquid crystal
display device.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the color filter
substrate for a liquid crystal display device and the method of
fabricating the same of embodiments of the invention without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it is
intended that embodiments of the invention cover the modi-
fications and variations of this invention provided they come
within the scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. A color filter substrate for a liquid crystal display device,
comprising:

black matrixes on a transparent insulating substrate, the
black matrixes defining pixel areas and having a first
region and a second region, wherein the second region is
acentral portion of the black matrixes and a thickness of
the black matrixes at the first region is greater than a
thickness of the black matrixes at the second region;

color filters in the pixel areas and having areas overlapping
the first region of the black matrixes;

a passivation layer on the black matrixes and the color
filters; and

ball spacers disposed only within the second region of the
black matrixes, and contacted on a top surface of the
passivation layer, the ball spacers being mixed with
spacer ink droplets,

wherein the black matrixes at the first region extend from
the transparent insulating substrate to past a height of the
top surface of the passivation layer at the second region
where the ball spacers directly contact the passivation
layer, whereby a thickness of the black matrixes at the
first region is greater than a distance between the trans-
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parent insulating substrate and the top surface of the
passivation layer at the second region.

2. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the thickness of the black matrixes at the first region is about
1.5 to 4 times greater than the thickness of the black matrixes
at the second region.

3. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the black matrixes includes boundary regions, the boundary
regions tilted at a first angle between the first and second
regions.

4. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the first angle of the boundary regions is between about 20° to
about 160°.

5. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first region has a width about %50 to %50 times of the second
region.

6. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the ball spacers include plastic ball spacers.

7. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the color filters include boundary regions, each of the bound-
ary regions tilted at a second angle above the first region.

8. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the second angle of the boundary regions of the color filters is
between about 20° to about 160°.

9. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the passivation layer is formed of polyimide.

10. The color filter substrate as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the black matrixes at the first region extend from the trans-
parent insulating substrate to past a height of the top surface
of the passivation layer at the second region where the ball
spacers directly contact the passivation layer by at least a
thickness of the passivation layer.

11. A method for fabricating a color filter substrate, com-
prising:

forming black matrixes on a transparent insulating sub-

strate, the black matrixes defining pixel areas and having
a first region and a second region, wherein the second
region is a central portion of the black matrixes and a
thickness of the black matrixes at the first region is
greater than a thickness of the black matrixes at the
second region;

forming color filters in the pixel areas and having areas

overlapping the first region of the black matrixes;
forming a passivation layer on the black matrixes and the
color filters;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

8

injecting spacer ink droplets mixed with ball spacers onto

the black matrixes; and

forming the ball spacers disposed only within the second

region of the black matrixes, and contacted on a top
surface of the passivation layer, by drving the spacer ink
droplets,

wherein the black matrixes at the first region extend from

the transparent insulating substrate to past a height of the
top surface of the passivation layer at the second region
where the ball spacers directly contact the passivation
layer, whereby a thickness of the black matrixes at the
first region is greater than a distance between the trans-
parent insulating substrate and the top surface of the
passivation layer at the second region.

12. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the thick-
ness of the black matrixes at the first region is about 1.5 to 4
times greater than the thickness of the black matrixes at the
second region.

13. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the black
matrixes includes boundary regions, the boundary regions
formed to be tilted at a first angle between the first and second
regions.

14. The method as claimed in claim 13, wherein the first
angle of the boundary regions of the black matrixes is
between about 20° to about 160°.

15. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the first
region has a width about %30 to %40 times of the second region.

16. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the ball
spacers include plastic ball spacers.

17. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein forming
the color filters including forming boundary regions in the
color filters tilted at a second angle above the first region.

18. The method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the second
angle of the boundary areas of the color filters is between
about 20° to about 160°.

19. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the passi-
vation layer is formed of polyimide.

20. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein the black
matrixes at the first region extend from the transparent insu-
lating substrate to past a height of the top surface of the
passivation layer at the second region where the ball spacers
directly contact the passivation layer by at least a thickness of
the passivation layer.
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