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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY APPARATUS
WITH WIDE VIEWING ANGLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2005-0011671 filed on Feb. 11, 2005 in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, and the content of the
Korean Patent Application is herein incorporated by refer-
ence in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to a liquid crystal
display and more particularly to a liquid crystal display oper-
ating in vertical alignment mode.

(b) Description of the Related Art

Liquid crystal displays are one of the most widely used
types of flat panel display apparatuses today. A liquid crystal
display typically includes two panels having electric field
generating electrodes such as pixel electrodes and a common
electrode, and a liquid crystal layer interposed between the
two panels. The liquid crystal display displays an image by
applying a voltageto the electric field generating electrodes to
generate an electric field in the liquid crystal layer. The elec-
tric field determines the alignment of liquid crystal molecules
in the liquid crystal layer and controls the polarization of
incident light.

Among the different types of liquid crystal displays, a
liquid crystal display with a vertical alignment mode has
attracted much attention recently for its high contrast ratio
and wide reference viewing angle. In the vertical alignment
mode, liquid crystal molecules are arranged such that major
axes of the liquid crystal molecules are perpendicular to the
upper and lower panels when no electric field is generated. As
used herein, the “reference viewing angle” denotes a viewing
angle corresponding to a contrast ratio of 1:10 or a limited
angle for brightness inversion between grayscales.

To widen the reference viewing angle in the liquid crystal
display with a vertical alignment mode, cutouts may be
formed in the electric field-generating electrodes. Also, pro-
trusions may be formed on the electric field-generating elec-
trodes to widen the reference viewing angle. Since the cutouts
and the protrusions can be used to control the tilt directions of
liquid crystal molecules, the liquid crystal molecules can be
tilted in the desired directions by using the cutouts and the
protrusions. This way, the wide viewing angle can be secured.

Although the liquid crystal display with a vertical align-
ment mode provides a wide viewing angle, there is a problem
in that its side visibility is inferior in comparison to its vis-
ibility from the front. For example, in a pattern of a vertically-
aligned type of liquid crystal display provided with cutouts,
images in the side portions of the liquid crystal display
become brighter. In more severe cases, the brightness differ-
ence between high grayscales disappears, causing a distortion
of the image.

Various techniques have been proposed to solve the prob-
lems, including a technique for providing different transmit-
tances by dividing one pixel into two sub-pixels, coupling the
two sub-pixels in a capacitive manner, and providing different
voltages to the two sub-pixels by directly applying a voltage
to the one sub-pixel and reducing the voltage in the other
sub-pixel due to capacitive coupling.

However, theabove techniques are less effective in practice
than in theory because the transmittances of the two sub-
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pixels cannot be accurately adjusted. In particular, since the
transmittances of different colors of light are different from
each other, different voltage combinations must be provided
for different colors. However, providing of different voltage
combinations to different-colored pixels cannot be imple-
mented. An additional problem with these techniques is that,
since conductive members for the capacitive coupling must
be added, the aperture ratio deteriorates. Also, the transmit-
tance decreases due to a voltage drop caused by the capacitive
coupling.

A liquid crystal display that can be operated in the vertical
alignment mode with a wide reference viewing angle without
the above disadvantages is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a liquid crystal display that
is capable of solving the aforementioned problems.

In one aspect, the invention is a liquid crystal display that
includes: a pixel electrode including first and second sub-
pixel electrodes; a first switching device connected to the first
sub-pixel electrode; a plurality of gatelines, with a first one of
the gate lines connected to the first switching device; and a
plurality data lines intersecting the gate lines and transmitting
data voltages, with one of the data lines connected to the first
switching device. A voltage of the second sub-pixel electrode
relative to a predetermined voltage is lower than a voltage of
the first sub-pixel electrode relative to the predetermined
voltage, and an area of the first sub-pixel electrode is smaller
than an area of the second sub-pixel electrode.

The liquid crystal display may further include a second
switching device connected to the second sub-pixel electrode,
one of the gate lines, and one of the data lines, wherein the
voltages applied to the first and second sub-pixel electrodes
are different from each other and are obtained from single
image information, and wherein the first sub-pixel electrode
and the second sub-pixel electrode simultaneously start to be
supplied with a data voltage or the first sub-pixel electrode
starts to be supplied with a data voltage after the second
sub-pixel electrode starts to be supplied with the data voltage.

The first and second sub-pixel electrodes are simulta-
neously supplied with a data voltage for a predetermined time
period.

In addition, a time period from an end of the application of
a gate-on voltage to the second signal line to an end of the
application of a data voltage to the second sub-pixel electrode
and a time period from an end of the application of the gate-on
voltage to the first signal line to an end of the application of a
data voltage to the second sub-pixel electrode are longer than
a time period from a start of the application of a data voltage
to astart ofthe application of the gate-on voltage to the second
signal line.

Further, a time duration of the gate-on voltage being
applied to the first signal line may be longer than a time
duration of the gate-on voltage being applied to the second
signal line.

The first sub-pixel electrode may be surrounded by the
second sub-pixel electrode.

In addition, the gate lines may include a first signal line
connected to the first switching device and a second signal
line connected to the second switching device, wherein the
second signal line overlaps the pixel electrode.

The liquid crystal display may further include a storage
electrode overlapping the pixel electrode.

The gate lines may include a first signal line connected to
the first switching device and a second signal line connected
to the second switching device, wherein the first signal line is
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disposed at a boundary of the pixel electrodes, and the second
signal line is disposed between the first signal line and the
storage electrode.

The first signal line may overlap the pixel electrode, and the
width of the first signal line may be less than the width of the
second signal line.

In another aspect, the invention is a liquid crystal display
that includes: a pixel including first and second liquid crystal
capacitors and first and second switching elements, wherein
the first liquid crystal capacitor comprises a first liquid crystal
portion disposed between a common electrode and a first
sub-pixel electrode, and the second liquid crystal capacitor
comprises a second liquid crystal portion disposed between
the common electrode and a second sub-pixel electrode,
wherein the first switching element is connected to a first gate
line, a data line and the first sub-pixel electrode, and the
second switching element is connected to a second gate line,
the data line and the second sub-pixel electrode, wherein a
first pixel voltage applied to the first liquid crystal portion is
larger than a second pixel voltage applied to the second liquid
crystal portion when the first switching element and the sec-
ond switching element are in an off state, and wherein an area
of the first sub-pixel electrode is smaller than an area of the
second sub-pixel electrode.

The first pixel voltage and the second pixel voltage may be
originated from a single image information.

The first switching element may turn on simultaneously
with or later than the second switching element. In particular,
the first switching element may turnon after a first time period
from a start of application of a first data voltage to the data line
and turns off before a second time period from an end of the
application of the first data voltage and a start of application
of a second data voltage to the data line, the second switching
element may turn on before the turning off of the first switch-
ing element and turns off before a third time period from an
end of the application of the second data voltage, and each of
the second time period and the third time period may be
longer than the first time period.

A turn-on time period of the first switching element may be
longer than a turn-on time period of the second switching
element.

The first sub-pixel electrode may be surrounded by the
second sub-pixel electrode.

One of the first and the second gate lines may overlap at
least one of the first and the second sub-pixel electrodes.

The first switching element may include a first electrode
connected to the first sub-pixel electrode, the second switch-
ing element may include a second electrode connected to the
second sub-pixel electrode, and the liquid crystal display may
further may include a storage electrode overlapping the first
and the second electrodes.

Widths of the first gate line and the second gate line may be
different from each other.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent by describing in detail
exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1A to 1C are block diagrams showing a liquid crystal
display according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an equivalent circuit diagram showing a pixel of
the liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention;
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FIG. 3 is an equivalent circuit diagram showing a sub-pixel
of the liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a layout of a lower panel of the
liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a layout of an upper panel of the
liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a view showing a layout of a liquid crystal display
panel assembly including the lower and upper panels of
FIGS. 4 and 5;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are sectional views showing the liquid crys-
tal panel assembly taken along lines VII-VII' and VIII-VIIT' of
FIG. 6, respectively;

FIG. 9 is a view showing a layout of a liquid crystal display
panel assembly according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIGS. 10 and 11 are cross-sectional views showing the
liquid crystal panel assembly taken along lines X-X' and
XI-XT of FIG. 9, respectively;

FIG. 12 is a graph showing a gamma curve of a liquid
crystal display according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 13 is a graph showing a gamma curve of a liquid
crystal display according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 14 is a graph showing visibility distortion with respect
to an area ratio of two sub-pixel electrodes in a liquid crystal
display according to an embodiment of the present invention;
and

FIG. 15 is a waveform view of signals with respect to time
in a liquid crystal display according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the attached
drawings such that the present invention can be easily put into
practice by those skilled in the art. The present invention can
be embodied in various forms and is not limited to the exem-
plary embodiments shown herein.

FIGS.1A to 1Careblock diagrams showing aliquid crystal
display according to an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is an equivalent circuit diagram showing a pixel of the
liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention; and FIG. 3 is an equivalent circuit diagram
showing a sub-pixel of the liquid crystal display according to
the embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIGS. 1A to 1C, the liquid crystal display
according to the embodiment of the present invention
includes a liquid crystal display panel assembly 300, a pair of
gate drivers 400a and 4005 (or a single gate driver 400) and a
data driver 500 connected to the liquid crystal display panel
assembly 300, a grayscale voltage generator 800 connected to
the data driver 500, and a signal controller 600 for controlling
the components.

As seen in the equivalent circuit diagram, the liquid crystal
display panel assembly 300 includes a plurality of pixels PX
which are connected to a plurality of display signal lines and
arranged substantially in a matrix. In addition, as shown in
FIG. 3, the liquid crystal display panel assembly includes
lower and upper panels 100 and 200 facing each other and a
liquid crystal layer 3 interposed therebetween.
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The display signal lines include a plurality of gate lines G,
to G,,, for transmitting gate signals (sometimes referred to as
“scanning signals”) and a plurality of data lines D, to D,, for
transmitting data signals. The gate lines G, to G,,, extend
parallel to each other substantially in a first direction, and the
data lines D, to D,, extend parallel to each other substantially
in a second direction that is perpendicular to the first direc-
tion.

In the equivalent circuit diagram of FIG. 2 showing the
display signal lines and pixels, in addition to the gate lines
denoted by reference numerals GLa to GLb and the data lines
denoted by reference numeral DL, the display signal lines
include storage electrode lines SI which extend substantially
parallel to the gate lines G, , to G,

Each of the pixels PX includes a pair of sub-pixels PXa and
PXb, and the sub-pixels PXa and PXb include switching
devices Qa and Qb connected to the corresponding gate lines
GLa and GLb and data lines DL, and liquid crystal capacitors
Clca and Clcb and storage capacitors Csta and Cstb con-
nected to the switching devices Qa and Qb and storage elec-
trode lines SL. The storage capacitors Csta and Cstb may be
omitted as needed. In this case, the storage electrode lines SL
are also omitted.

As shown in FIG. 3, the switching devices Q of the sub-
pixels PXa and PXb are constructed with thin film transistors
and the like, and are disposed in the lower panel 100. Each of
the switching devices Q is a three-port device having a control
port connected to the gate line GL, an input port connected to
the data line DL, and an output port connected to the liquid
crystal capacitor Clc and the storage capacitor Cst.

Two ports of the liquid crystal capacitor Clc are a sub-pixel
electrode PE of the lower panel 100 and a common electrode
CE of the upper panel 200, and the liquid crystal layer 3
interposed between the two electrodes PE and CE serves as a
dielectric member. The sub-pixel electrode PE is connected to
the switching device Q, and the common electrode CE is
disposed on the upper panel 200 to receive a common voltage
Veom. Unlike in FIG. 3, the common electrode CE may be
disposed on the lower panel 100, and in this case, at least one
of the two electrodes PE and CE may be formed in the shape
of a line or a bar.

The storage capacitor Cst having an auxiliary function for
the liquid crystal capacitor Clc is constructed by overlapping
the sub-pixel electrode lines SL and the sub-pixel electrode
PE provided to the lower panel 100 so that they sandwich an
insulating member between them, and applying a predeter-
mined voltage such as acommon voltage Vcom to the storage
electrode line SL. Alternatively, the storage capacitor Cst may
be constructed by overlapping the sub-pixel electrode PE and
a front gate line disposed just above such that they sandwich
an insulating member between them.

In order to implement a color display, each of the pixels
uniquely displays a pre-assigned primary color (spatial divi-
sion), or each of the pixels displays different primary colors at
different times (temporal division). A desired color can be
obtained by a spatial or temporal combination of the primary
colors. Primary colors usually include red, green, and blue.
FIG. 3 shows an example of the spatial division. As shown in
the figure, each of the pixels includes a color filter CF for
representing one of the primary colors, which is provided to a
region of the upper panel 200. Unlike in FIG. 3, the color filter
CF may be provided above or below the sub-pixel electrode
PE of the lower panel 100.

As shown in FIGS. 1A to 1B, the gate drivers 400a and
4004, or 400, are connected to the gate lines G, , to G, to
apply gate signals formed in a combination of a gate-on
voltage Von and a gate-off voltage VofT to the gate lines G, to
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G,,,- In FIG. 1A, the gate drivers 400a and 4005 are respec-
tively disposed at left and right sides of the liquid crystal
display panel assembly 300 to be connected to odd-numbered
or even-numbered gate lines G, ,t0 G, ,. InFIGS. 1Band 1C,
the signal gate driver 400 is disposed at one side of the liquid
crystal display panel assembly 300 to be connected to all the
gate lines Gy, to G,,. Particularly, in FIG. 1C, two driving
circuits 401 an 402 are built in the gate driver 400 to be
connected to the odd-numbered and even-numbered gate
lines G, to G, ;.

The gray voltage generator 800 generates two grayscale
voltage sets (reference grayscale sets) corresponding to trans-
mittance of pixels. Two grayscale voltage sets are indepen-
dently applied to the two sub-pixels of a pixel. Each grayscale
voltage set includes a grayscale voltage set having a positive
value with respect to the common voltage Veom and a gray-
scale voltage set having a negative value with respect to the
common voltage Veom. In some embodiments, instead of the
two (reference) grayscale voltage sets, only a single (refer-
ence) grayscale voltage set may be generated.

The data driver 500 is connected to the data lines D, to Dm
of the liquid crystal display panel assembly 300 to select one
of the two grayscale voltage sets of the grayscale voltage
generator 800 and apply one grayscale voltage of the selected
grayscale voltage set to the pixel as a data signal. Alterna-
tively, in a case where the grayscale voltage generator 800
generates the reference grayscale voltages instead of all the
grayscale voltages, the data driver 500 generates the gray-
scale voltages by dividing the reference grayscale voltages
and selects the data voltage among the generated grayscale
voltages.

The gate drivers 400a and 4005 or the data driver 500 may
be directly mounted in a form of a plurality of driving IC chips
on the liquid crystal display panel assembly 300. Alterna-
tively, the gate drivers 400a and 4005 or the data driver 500
may be attached in a form of a tape carrier package (TCP) on
a flexible printed circuit (FPC) film (not shown) in the liquid
crystal display panel assembly 300. In yet another alternative
embodiment, the gate driver 400 or the data driver 500
together with the display signal lines G, ,to G,,,and D, toD,,
and the thin film transistor switching devices Q may be
directly mounted on the liquid crystal display panel assembly
300.

The signal controller 600 controls operations of the gate
drivers 400a and 4005 (or 400), the data driver 500, and the
like.

Now, an example of the aforementioned liquid crystal dis-
play panel assembly will be described in detail with reference
to FIGS. 4 to 11.

FIG. 4 is a view showing a layout of a lower panel of the
liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention; FIG. 5 is a view showing a layout of an
upper panel of the liquid crystal display according to the
embodiment of the present invention; FIG. 6 is a view show-
ing a layout of a liquid crystal display panel assembly includ-
ing the lower and upper panels of FIGS. 4 and 5; and FIGS. 7
and 8 are cross-sectional views showing the liquid crystal
panel assembly taken along lines VII-VIT' and VIII-VIIT' of
FIG. 6, respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 4 to 8, the liquid crystal display panel
assembly 300 according to the embodiment includes a lower
panel 100, an upper panel 200 overlapping the lower panel
100, and a liquid crystal layer 3 interposed between the lower
and upper panels 100, 200.

Firstly, the lower panel 100 will be described in detail with
reference to FIGS. 4 and 6 to 8.
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A plurality of first and second gate lines 121 and 1215 and
a plurality of storage electrode lines 131 are disposed on an
insulating substrate 110 made of transparent glass or the like.

The gate lines 121¢ and 1215 mainly extend in a first
direction (e.g., the transverse direction in FIG. 4) and are
physically and electrically separated from each other to trans-
mit gate signals. The first and second gate lines 121a and 1215
disposed in upper and lower sides include a plurality of first
and second gate electrodes 124a and 1244 protruding in
upward and downward directions relative to FIG. 4, and a
plurality of end portions 129a and 1295 disposed at left and
right sides having a wide area for connection to other layers or
external apparatuses. Alternatively, the end portions 129a and
1295 may be disposed at one side, that is, either the left or
right side.

The storage electrode lines 131 mainly extend in the first
direction and are disposed to be close to the first gate lines
121q rather than the second gate lines 1215. Each of the
storage electrode lines 131 includes a plurality of pairs of a
firstand a second storage electrode 137a and 1375. The length
and width of each first storage electrode 137a are respectively
larger and smaller than those of each second storage electrode
137b. However, shapes and arrangement of the storage elec-
trodes 137a, 1375 and the storage electrode lines 131 may be
modified in various manners.

The gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage electrode
lines 131 are preferably made of an aluminum-based metal
such as aluminum (Al) and an aluminum alloy, a silver-based
metal such as silver (Ag) and a silver alloy, a copper-based
metal such as copper (Cu) and a copper alloy, a molybdenum-
based metal such as molybdenum (Mo) and a molybdenum
alloy, chromium (Cr), titanium (Ti), or tantalum (Ta). How-
ever, the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage electrode
lines 131 may have a multi-layered structure including two
conductive layers (not shown) having different physical prop-
erties. One of the two conductive layers is made of a metal
having low resistivity, for example, an aluminum-based
metal, a silver-based metal, and a copper-based metal, in
order to reduce signal delay or voltage drop of the gate lines
121a and 1215 and the storage electrode lines 131. The other
conductive layers are made of a material having good contact
characteristics to other materials, particularly to ITO (indium
tin oxide) and IZO (indium zinc oxide), such as a molyhde-
num-based metal, chromium, titanium, and tantalum. As pre-
ferred examples thereof, there are a combination of a lower
chromium layer and an upper aluminum layer and a combi-
nation of a lower aluminum layer and an upper molybdenum
layer. However, the examples provided above are not limiting
and the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage electrode
lines 131 may be made of various metals and conductive
materials not explicitly listed herein.

The side surfaces of the gate lines 1214 and 1215 and the
storage electrode lines 131 are slanted with respect to a sur-
face of the substrate 110 so as to form an angle in the range of
30° to 80° with respect to the substrate 110.

A gate insulating film 140 made of a silicon nitride SiN__ or
the like is formed on the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the
storage electrode lines 131.

A plurality of semiconductor stripes 151 made of hydro-
genated amorphous silicon or polysilicon are formed above
the gate insulating film 140. The semiconductor stripes 151
mainly extend in a second direction that is substantially per-
pendicular to the first direction, and include a plurality of first
and second protrusions 154a and 1545 extending toward the
first and second gate electrodes 124a and 1245. In addition,
widths of the semiconductor stripes 151 are enlarged at inter-
sections of the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage
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electrode lines 131 to cover wide areas of the gate lines 121a
and 1215 and the storage electrode lines 131.

A plurality of ohmic contact stripes and islands 161 and
1654 made of a silicide or an n+ hydrogenated amorphous
silicon or the like which are heavily doped with n-type impu-
rities are formed above the semiconductor stripes 151. The
ohmic contact stripes 161 have a plurality of protrusions
1634, and the protrusions 163« and the ohmic contact islands
165a constituting pairs are disposed on the first protrusions
1544 of the semiconductor stripes 151. On the other hand,
although not shown in the figure, protrusions of the ohmic
contact stripes 161 and the ohmic contact islands constituting
pairs thereof are also disposed on the second protrusions 1545
of the semiconductor stripes 151.

As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, the side surfaces of the semi-
conductor stripes 151 and the ohmic contact members 161
and 165a are slanted with respect to the surface of the sub-
strate 110 to form an angle in the range of 30° to 80° with
respect to the substrate 110.

A plurality of data lines 171 and a plurality of first and
second drain electrodes 175a and 1756 are formed on the
ohmic contact members 161 and 1654 and the gate insulating
film 140.

The data lines 171 mainly extend in the second direction to
intersect the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage elec-
trode lines 131, and transmit the data voltages. The data lines
171 have a plurality of first and second source electrodes 173a
and 173b which extend toward the first and second drain
electrodes 175a and 1754, and end portions 179 which have
enlarged widths for connection to other layers or external
apparatuses.

The first/second drain electrode 1754/175b has a bar-
shaped end portion disposed on the first/second protrusions
1544/154b of the semiconductor stripes 151 and an enlarged
portion 177a/177b extending from the bar-shaped end por-
tion. The enlarged portion 177a/177b has a large area and
overlaps the first/second storage electrode 137a/1375. The
source electrodes 173a and 1735 are curved to surround the
bar-shaped end portions of the drain electrodes 175a and
175b. The first/second gate electrode 124a/1245, the first/
second source electrode 173a/173 5, and the first/second drain
electrode 175a/175b together with a protrusion 154a/154b of
a semiconductor stripe 151 constitute a first/second thin film
transistor (TFT) Qa/Qb, and channels of the thin film transis-
tor Qa/Qb is formed on the protrusion 154a/154b between the
first/second source electrode 173a/173b and the drain elec-
trode 175a/1755.

The data lines 171 and the drain electrodes 1752 and 1755
are preferably made of chromium, a molybdenum-based
metal, or a refractory metal such as tantalum and titanium,
and may have a multi-layered structure which is constructed
with a lower layer (not shown) made of the refractory metal
and an upper layer (not shown) made of a low resistance
material. As an example of the multi-layered structure, in
addition to the aforementioned two-layered structure of a
lower chromium or molybdenum layer and an upper alumi-
num layer, there is a three-layered structure of a lower molyb-
denum layer, an intermediate aluminum layer, and an upper
molybdenum layer.

Like the gate lines 121a and 1215 and the storage electrode
lines 131, the side surfaces of the data lines 171 and the drain
electrodes 175a and 1756 are slanted to form an angle ranging
from 30° to 80° with respect to the substrate surface.

The ohmic contact members 161 and 1654 are interposed
only between the underlying semiconductor stripes 151 and
the overlying data lines 171 and drain electrodes 175a and
175b, and have a function of reducing the contact resistance
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between the semiconductor stripes 151 and the overlying
layers. The semiconductor stripes 151 have exposed portions
which are not covered with the data lines 171 and the drain
electrodes 175a and 1754, for example portions disposed
between the source electrodes 173a and 1735 and the drain
electrodes 175a and 1755b. In most areas, the widths of the
line-shaped semiconductor stripes 151 are smaller than those
of the data lines 171, but, as described above, the widths
thereof are enlarged at the intersections of'the gate lines 121a
and 1215 and the storage electrode lines 131. This way, the
profile of surfaces are smoothed and the disconnection of the
data lines 171 can be prevented.

A protective film (passivation layer) 180 is formed on the
data lines 171, the drain electrodes 175a and 1755, and the
exposed portions of the semiconductor stripes 151. The pro-
tective film 180 is made of an inorganic material such as
silicon nitride and silicon oxide, an organic material having
an excellent planarization property and photosensitivity, and/
or a low dielectric-constant insulating material formed with
plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition (PECVD) such
asa-Si:C:0 and a-Si:O:F. In order to make use of the excellent
properties of an organic film and protect the exposed portions
of the semiconductor stripes 151, the protective film 180 may
have a two-layered structure of a lower inorganic film and an
upper organic film.

In the protective film 180, a plurality of contact holes 182,
185a, and 1855 which expose the end portions 179 of the data
lines 171 and the enlarged portions 177a and 1775 of the drain
electrodes 175a and 175b, respectively, are formed. In the
protective film 180 and the gate insulating film 140, a plural-
ity of contact holes 181a and 1815 which expose the end
portions 129a and 1295 of the gate lines 121a and 1215,
respectively, are formed.

On the protective film 180, a plurality of pixel electrodes
190 including a plurality of first and second sub-pixel elec-
trodes 190a and 1905, a plurality of shielding electrodes 88,
and a plurality of contact assistance members 814, 815, and
82 are formed. The pixel electrodes 190, the shielding elec-
trodes 88, and the contact assistance members 81a, 815, and
82 are made of a transparent conductive material such as ITO
and 170 or a reflective conductive material such as alumi-
num.

The first and second sub-pixel electrodes 190a and 1905
are physically and electrically connected through the contact
holes 1854 and 1855 to the first and second drain electrodes
175a and 1755 to receive data voltages from the first and
second drain electrodes 175a and 175b.

The sub-pixel electrodes 190a and 1905 supplied with the
data voltages generate an electric field together with a com-
mon electrode 270, so that alignment of the liquid crystal
molecules of the liquid crystal layer 3 between the two elec-
trodes 190 and 270 can be controlled.

As described above, the sub-pixel electrodes 190g and
1905 and the common electrode 270 constitute the liquid
crystal capacitors Clca and Clcb to sustain the applied volt-
ages even when the thin film transistors Qa and Qb turn off. In
order to increase the voltage storage capability, the storage
capacitors Csta and Cstb connected in parallel with the liquid
crystal capacitors Clca and Cleb are constructed by overlap-
ping the first and second sub-pixel electrodes 190a and 1905
and the first and second drain electrodes 175a and 175b
connected thereto with the first and second storage electrodes
137a and 1375.

The upper right corner of each pixel electrode 190 is cham-
fered, and the chamfered edge makes an angle of about 45°
with respect to the gate lines 121a and 1214,
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The first and second sub-pixel electrodes 190a and 1905
constituting one pixel electrode 190 are engaged with each
other with a gap 94 interposed therebetween. The outer
boundary of the pixel electrode 190 has the shape of an
approximate rectangle. The first sub-pixel electrode 190a has
a shape of a rotated equilateral trapezoid which has a first
edge in the vicinity of the second storage electrode 1375, a
second edge opposite thereto, and upper and lower oblique
edges having an angle of about 45° with respect to the gate
lines 121a and 1215. The second sub-pixel electrode 1905
includes a pair of trapezoidal portions facing oblique edges of
the first sub-pixel electrode 190¢ and longitudinal portions
facing the first edge of the first sub-pixel electrode 190a. The
gap 94 between the first and second sub-pixel electrodes 190a
and 1904 includes upper and lower oblique portions 91 and 93
having a substantially uniform width and an angle of about
45° with respect to the gate lines 121a and 1215 and a longi-
tudinal portion 92 having a substantially uniform width.

The first sub-pixel electrode 190a has a cutout 95 extend-
ing along the storage electrode line 131, and is divided into
upper and lower half partitions by the cutout 95. The cutout 95
has an inlet at the right edge of the first sub-pixel electrode
190q, and the inlet of the cutout 95 has a pair of oblique edges
which are substantially parallel to the upper and lower
oblique edges 91 and 93 of the gap 94. The gap 94 and the
cutouts 95 have approximate inversion symmetry with
respect to the storage electrode line 131.

Here, the number of partitions or the number of cutouts
may vary according to the size of a pixel, the aspect ratio of
the pixel electrodes 190, the type or characteristics of the
liquid crystal layer 3, or other design factors. Hereinafter, for
convenience of description, the gap 94 is also referred to as a
cutout.

The first sub-pixel electrode 190a overlaps the first gate
line 121a, and the second sub-pixel electrode 1905 overlaps
both the first and second gate lines 1214 and 1215. The first
gate line 121a passes through a central portion of the upper
half region of the pixel electrode 190.

The shielding electrodes 88 extend along the data lines 171
and entirely cover the data lines 171. In order to apply a
common voltage to the shielding electrodes 88, the shielding
electrodes 88 may be connected to the storage electrode lines
131 or short points (not shown) through contact holes (not
shown) in the protective film 180 and the gate insulating film
140. The common voltage is transmitted from the thin film
transistor panel 100 to the common electrode panel 200
through the storage electrode lines 131 or short points (not
shown). Here, it is preferable that the distance between the
shielding electrode 88 and the pixel electrode 190 is mini-
mized in order to minimize a decrease in the aperture ratio.

This way, if the shielding electrodes 88 applied with the
common voltage are disposed over the data lines 171, the
shielding electrodes 88 shield the electric field generated
between the data lines 171 and the pixel electrodes 190 and
between the data lines 171 and the common electrode 270, so
that voltage distortion of the pixel electrodes 190 and signal
delay of data voltage transmitted by the data lines 171 can be
reduced.

In addition, since the pixel electrodes 190 and the shielding
electrodes 88 are separated from each other by a distance in
order to prevent a short-circuit from forming between them,
the pixel electrodes 190 can be further separated from the data
lines 171, reducing the parasitic capacitance between the
pixel electrodes 190 and the data lines 171. In addition, since
the permittivity of the liquid crystal layer 3 is higher than that
of the protective film 180, the parasitic capacitance between
the data lines 171 and the shielding electrodes 88 is lower than
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the parasitic capacitance between the data lines 171 and the
common electrode 270 where the shielding electrode 88 is not
provided.

In addition, since the pixel electrodes 190 and the shielding
electrodes 88 are constructed with the same layer, the distance
between them can be uniformly maintained, so that the para-
sitic capacitance between them is uniform. The parasitic
capacitance between the pixel electrodes 190 and the data
lines 171 may be different in different exposure areas defined
in a division exposure process since the parasitic capacitance
between the pixel electrodes 190 and the data lines 171 is
relatively reduced. However, the overall parasitic capacitance
is considered to be substantially uniform. to the uniform
parasitic capacitance helps reduce stitch defects.

The contact assistance members 81a, 815, and 82 are con-
nected through the contact holes 1814, 1815, and 182 to the
end portions 129a and 1295 of the gate lines 121a and 1215
and the end portions 179 of the data lines 171, respectively
(see FIG. 4). The contact assistance members 81a, 815, and
82 have a function of aiding the adhesion of the exposed end
portions 129a and 1295 of the gate lines 121a and 1215 and
the exposed end portions 179 of the data lines 171 to external
apparatuses, and protecting these portions.

As shown in FIGS. 1A to 1C, in a case where the gate
drivers 400a and 4005 or the data driver 500 are integrated on
the liquid crystal display panel assembly 300, the gate lines
121a and 1215 or the data lines 171 extend to be directly
connected thereto. In this case, the contact assistance mem-
bers 81a, 815, and 82 may be used to connect the gate lines
121a and 1215 or the data lines 171 to the drivers 400a, 4005,
and 500.

An alignment film 11 for aligning the liquid crystal layer 3
is coated on the pixel electrode 190 and the protective film
180.

Now, the upper panel 200 will be described with reference
to FIGS.5t0 8.

A light-blocking member 220 (often called the black
matrix) for preventing light leakage is formed on a dielectric
substrate 210 made of transparent glass or the like. The light-
blocking member 220 includes a plurality of openings which
face the pixel electrodes 190 and have substantially the same
shape as the pixel electrodes 190. Alternatively, the light-
blocking member 220 may be constructed with portions cor-
responding to the data lines 171 and portions corresponding
to the thin film transistors. However, these are not limitations
of the invention and the light-blocking member 220 may have
any suitable shape for preventing light leakage in a vicinity of
the pixel electrodes 190 and the thin film transistors Qa and
Qb.

A plurality of color filters 230 are formed on the substrate
210. Most portions of each of the color filters 230 are dis-
posed in a region surrounded by the light-blocking member
220, and the color filters 230 extend along the pixel electrodes
190 in the second direction. Each of the color filters 230 can
represent one of primary colors such as red, green, and blue.

A cover film 250 is formed on the color filters 230 and the
light-blocking member 220 in order to prevent the color filters
230 from being exposed and to provide a flat surface.

A common electrode 270 made of a transparent conductive
material suchas ITOand 17O is formed on the cover film 250.

The common electrode 270 includes a plurality of cutout
sets 271, 273, and 275.

Each of the cutout sets 271, 273, and 275 faces one pixel
electrode 190 and includes an upper cutout 271, a central
cutout 275, and a lower cutout 273. Each of the cutouts 271,
273, and 275 is disposed between adjacent cutouts 94 and 95
of the pixel electrode 190 or between a cutout 94 and an
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oblique edge of the pixel electrode 190. In addition, each of
the cutouts 271, 273, and 275 include at least one oblique
portion 2710,2730, 27501, or 27502 which extend parallel to
the upper or lower oblique portion 91 or 93 of the gap 94 and
has approximate inversion symmetry with respect to the stor-
age electrode line 131.

Each of the upper and lower cutouts 271 and 273 includes
an oblique portion 2710/2730, a transverse portion 271#/273¢
that extends in the first direction, and a longitudinal portion
271//2731 that extends in the second direction. The oblique
portion 2710/2730 extends substantially from the left edge of
the pixel electrode 190 toward the upper/lower edge of the
pixel electrode 190. The transverse portion 271#/273¢ and the
longitudinal portion 271//273/ extend from ends of the
oblique portion 2710/2730 along edges of the pixel electrode
190, make an obtuse angle with the oblique portion 2710/
2730, and overlap the edges of the pixel electrode 190.

The central cutout 275 includes a pair of oblique portions
27501 and 27502 and longitudinal portions 275/1 and 275/72.
The oblique portions 27501 and 27502 extend substantially
from the left edge of the pixel electrode 190 to the right edge
of the pixel electrode 190 in an oblique direction. The longi-
tudinal portions 275/1 and 275/2 extend from the ends of the
oblique portions 27501 and 27502 along the right edge of the
pixel electrode 190, make an obtuse angle with the oblique
portions 27501 and 27502, and overlap the right edge of the
pixel electrode 190.

The number of the cutouts 271, 273, and 275 may vary
according to the design factors, and the light-blocking mem-
ber 220 overlaps the cutouts 271,273, and 275 to prevent light
leakage in a vicinity of the cutouts 271, 273, and 275.

An alignment film 21 for aligning the liquid crystal mol-
ecules is coated on the common electrode 270.

Polarizing plates 12 and 22 are provided on outer surfaces
of the panels 100 and 200. Transmission axes of two polariz-
ing plates 12 and 22 are perpendicular to each other, and one
of the transmission axes (or absorbing axes) is parallel to the
transverse direction. In the case of a reflective type of liquid
crystal display, one of the two polarizing plates 12 and 22 may
be omitted.

The liquid crystal layer 3 has negative anisotropic permit-
tivity, and the liquid crystal molecules are aligned such that
their major axes are perpendicular to the surfaces of the two
panels 100 and 200 when no electric field is applied to the
liquid crystal molecules.

When the common voltage is applied to the common elec-
trode 270 and the data voltage is applied to the pixel electrode
190, an electric field is generated in a direction substantially
perpendicular to the surfaces of the panels 100 and 200. The
cutouts 94, 95, 271, 273, and 275 of the electrodes 190 and
270 distort the electric field to generate a horizontal compo-
nent which is perpendicular to the edges of the cutouts 94, 95,
271, 273, and 275. Accordingly, the direction of the electric
field forms an angle with respect to a direction that is normal
to the surfaces of the panels 100 and 200. In response to the
electric field, the liquid crystal molecules have a tendency to
change the direction of the major axis to be perpendicular to
the direction of the electric field. Since the electric field in a
vicinity of the cutouts 94,95, 271, 273, and 275 and the edges
of the pixel electrode 190 make an angle with the major axes
ofthe liquid crystal molecules rather than being parallel to the
major axes, the liquid crystal molecules rotate in such a way
that the moving distance of the liquid crystal molecules on a
surface spanned by the major axis of the liquid crystal mol-
ecules and the electric field is short. Therefore, one group of
the cutouts 94, 95,271,273, and 275 and the edges of the pixel
electrode 190 divide the region of the liquid crystal layer 3
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located on the pixel electrode 190 into a plurality of domains
where the liquid crystal molecules have different tilt angles.
This way, it is possible to increase the reference viewing
angle.

Atleast one of the cutouts 94, 95,271,273, and 275 may be
replaced with protrusions (not shown) or recessed portions,
and their shapes and arrangements of the cutouts 94, 95, 271,
273, and 275 may be modified in various manners.

Now, a liquid crystal display panel assembly according to
another embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIGS. 9 to 11.

FIG. 9 is a view showing a layout of the liquid crystal
display panel assembly according to another embodiment of
the present invention; and FIGS. 10 and 11 are cross-sectional
views showing the liquid crystal panel assembly taken along
lines X-X' and XI-XI' of FIG. 9, respectively.

Referring to FIGS. 9 to 11, the liquid crystal display panel
assembly 300 according to the embodiment includes a lower
panel 100, an upper panel 200 facing the lower panel 100, and
a liquid crystal layer 3 interposed therebetween.

The layered structures of the panels 100 and 200 according
to the embodiments are substantially the same as the layered
structures of FIGS. 4 to 6.

In the upper panel (thin film transistor array panel) 100, a
plurality of pairs of gate lines 121a and 1215 including gate
electrodes 124a and 1245 and a plurality of storage electrode
lines 131 including storage electrodes 137 are formed on a
substrate 110, and a gate insulating film 140, a plurality of
semiconductors 154, and a plurality of island-shaped ohmic
contact members 163a and 1635 are sequentially formed
thereon. A plurality of data lines 171 including source elec-
trodes 1734 and 1735 and a plurality of drain electrodes 175a
and 1755 are formed on the gate insulating film 140, and a
protective film 180 is formed thereon. On the protective film
180, a plurality of contact holes 181a, 1815, 182, 1874, and
1875 are formed. A plurality of pixel electrodes 190 including
first and second pixel electrodes 190a and 1904, a plurality of
shielding electrodes 88, and a plurality of contact assistance
members 81a, 815, and 82 are formed on the protective film
180, and an alignment film 11 is coated thereon.

In the lower panel (common electrode panel) 200, a light-
blocking member 220, a plurality of color filters 230, a cover
film 250, a common electrode 270 including a plurality of
cutouts 271, 272, 273a, 273b, 274a, and 274b, and an align-
ment film 21 are formed on a dielectric substrate 210.

The liquid crystal display panel assembly according to the
embodiment is different from the liquid crystal display panel
assembly shown in FIGS. 4 to 8 primarily in the shapes of the
pixel electrodes 190. More specifically, the second sub-pixel
electrode 1905 has a trapezoidal shape with a recessed base
and is surrounded by the first sub-pixel electrode 190a. The
first sub-pixel electrode 190a has a pair of cutouts 91a¢ and
915 which extend from the upper and lower edges to the right
side with respect to FIG. 9.

In addition, one of the storage electrodes 137 is provided
with one pair of the sub-pixel electrodes 190a and 1905, and
extends from the storage electrode line 131 in upward and
downward directions with an increasing area. A pair of drain
electrodes 175a and 1756 extending from upper and lower
portions overlap the storage electrode 137.

The semiconductors 154 are formed as islands rather than
lines and overlap the gate electrodes 121a and 121b. Other
semiconductors 156 are formed at the intersections of the gate
lines 1214 and 1215 and the storage electrode lines 131 and
the data lines 171 and at the intersections of the drain elec-
trodes 175a and 175b and the storage electrode 137. There-
fore, the profile of surfaces at the intersections is smoothed,
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and the disconnection of the data lines 171 and the drain
electrodes 175a and 1755 can be prevented.

The cutouts 271 to 274b of the common electrode 270
include two central cutouts 271 and 272 which are located
across the lower and upper half regions of the pixel electrode
190, cutouts 273a and 2735 which are located in the upper
region, and cutouts 273a and 2735 which are located in the
lower half region. Terms such as “lower” and “upper” are
herein used in reference to FIG. 9.

The aforementioned features of the liquid crystal display
panel assembly of FIGS. 4 to 8 may be applied to the liquid
crystal display panel assembly of FIGS. 9 to 11.

Now, the display operations of the liquid crystal display
will be described in detail.

The signal controller 600 receives input image signals R,
G, and B and input control signals for controlling the display
from an external graphics controller (not shown). The input
image signals R, G and B contains luminance information (or
image information) of each pixel PX, and the luminance has
a predetermined number of grays, for example 1024(=2'°),
256(=2%) or 64(=25). As an example of the input control
signals, a vertical synchronization signal Vsync, a horizontal
synchronization signal Hsync, a main clock signal MCLK,
and a data enable signal DE are received. The signal control-
ler 600 processes the image signals R, G, and B according to
an operating condition of the liquid display panel assembly
300 based on the input control signals and the input image
signals R, G, and B to generate a gate control signal CONT1
and a data control signal CONT?2. After that, the signal con-
troller 600 transmits the generated gate control signal
CONT1 to the gate driver 400 and the generated data control
signal CONT2 and the processed image signal DAT to the
data driver 500.

The gate control signal CONT1 includes a scanning start
signal STV for indicating scanning starting and at least one
clock signal for controlling an output time of the gate-on
voltage Von. The gate control signal CONT1 may also include
an output enable signal OE for defining a duration time of the
gate-on voltage Von.

The data control signal CONT2 includes a horizontal syn-
chronization start signal STH for indicating data transmission
for a group of subpixels PXa or PXb, a load signal LOAD for
commanding to apply data voltages to the data lines D, to D, ,
and a data clock signal HCLK. The data control signal
CONT2 may include a reverse signal RVS for inverting a
polarity of the data voltage with respect to the common volt-
age Veom (hereinafter, “the polarity of the data voltage with
respect to the common voltage Vcom” being abbreviated to a
“data signal polarity”).

In response to the data control signal CONT2 from the
signal controller 600, the data driver 500 receives the image
data DAT for a group of the sub-pixels PX, selects one of the
two gray voltage sets from the gray voltage generator 800,
and selects a gray voltage corresponding to the image data
DAT from the selected gray voltage set, so that the image data
DAT is converted into the associated data voltage. After that,
the data voltage is applied to the associated data lines D to
D,

Alternatively, instead of the data driver 500, an external
selection circuit (not shown) that is separately provided may
select one of the two gray voltage sets and transmit the
selected one to the data driver 500. Otherwise, the gray volt-
age generator 800 may provide reference voltages having
variable values, and the date driver 500 may divide the refer-
ence voltages, so that the gray voltages can be generated.

In response to the gate control signal CONT1 from the
signal controller 600, the gate driver 400 applies the gate-on
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voltage Von to the gate lines G, , to G, ,, to turn on the switch-
ing devices Qa and Qb connected to the gate lines G, 10 G ;.
As aresult, the data voltages applied to the data lines D, to D,,
are applied to the associated sub-pixels PXa and PXb through
the turned-on switching devices Qa and Qb.

The difference between the data voltage applied to the
sub-pixels PXa and PXb and the common voltage Vcom
becomes a charged voltage of the liquid crystal capacitors
Clc, that is, a pixel voltage. Alignment of the liquid crystal
molecules varies according to the intensity of the pixel volt-
age. Polarization of light passing through the liquid crystal
layer 3 changes according to the alignment of the liquid
crystal molecules. The change in the polarization results in a
change in transmittance of the light due to the polarizers (not
shown) attached to the display panels 100 and 200.

As shown in FIG. 12, the above-described two gray voltage
sets represent different gamma curves Ta and Th and are
applied to the two sub-pixels PXa and PXb of one pixel PX,
so that the gamma curve of the one PX is a composite curve T
of the gamma curves. In the determination of the two gray
voltage sets, the composite gamma curve T is determined to
be close to a reference gamma curve for the front view. For
example, the composite gamma curve T for the front view is
determined to be equal to the reference gamma curve for the
front view which is most suitable, and the composite gamma
curve T for the side view is determined to be closest to the
reference gamma curve for the front view. For example, if the
gamma curve located at the lower view is formed to be lower
in alow gray, it is possible to further improve lateral visibility.

In units of %2 a horizontal period (or %2 H) which is one
period of the vertical synchronization signal Hsync and the
gate clock signal CPV, the data driver 500 and the gate driver
400 repeatedly perform the aforementioned operations. In
this manner, during one frame, the gate-on voltage Von is
sequentially applied to all the gate lines G, to G,,,, so that the
data voltages are applied to all the pixels. When one frame
ends, the next frame starts, and a state of the reverse signal
RVS applied to the data driver 500 is controlled so that the
polarity of the data signal applied to each of the pixels is
opposite to the polarity in the previous frame (frame inver-
sion). At this time, even in one frame, according to the char-
acteristics of the reverse signals RVS, the polarities of the data
voltages flowing through the data lines may be inverted (row
inversion and dot inversion), and the polarities of the data
voltages simultaneously flowing through the data lines may
be different form each other (column inversion and dot inver-
sion).

Now, characteristics of the liquid crystal display according
to an area ratio of two sub-pixel electrodes will be described
with reference to FIGS. 13 and 14.

FIG. 13 is a graph showing gamma curves of a liquid
crystal display according to an embodiment of the present
invention, and FIG. 14 is a graph showing visibility distortion
with respect to the area ratio of two sub-pixel electrodes in the
liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

As shown in FIG. 13, with respect to an area ratio of the
second sub-pixel electrode 1905 applied with a low voltage
and the first sub-pixel electrode 190a applied with a high
voltage, the right gamma curve for the area ratio of 2:1 (curve
1I) is closer to the front gamma curve than that the area ratio
of 1:1 (curve I).

As shown in FIG. 14, as the area of the first sub-pixel
electrode 190a supplied with the high voltage decreases
below 50% of the total area of the pixel electrode 190, the
visibility distortion decreases. When the area of the first sub-
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pixel electrode is equal to about 30% of the total area of the
pixel electrode 190, the visibility distortion has a minimum
value.

The liquid crystal display has twice the number of gate
lines of a general liquid crystal display. Therefore, if the data
voltages are applied according to a general applying method,
the charging time is too short to obtain a desired voltage,
especially due to the polarity inversion. To lengthen the
charging time, the time periods for applying the gate-on volt-
age Von to two adjacent gate lines can partly overlap each
other. The overlapping can be implemented by using the gate
driver shown in FIGS. 1A and 1C.

Now, a method of applying the data voltages will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 15.

FIG. 15 is a waveform view of signals as function of time
in the liquid crystal display according to the embodiment of
the present invention. Here, Vg(A) denotes a gate signal
applied to a first gate line, Vg(B) denotes a gate signal applied
to asecond gate line, and Vdata denotes data voltages flowing
though a data line.

In the case of dot inversion, since the polarities of adjacent
pixels are opposite of each other, the application of a data
voltage for an adjacent pixel may not be suitable to reduce the
charging time. Therefore, preferably, the charging periods for
adjacent pixels do not overlap each other, and the charging
periods for two sub-pixels of each pixel do overlap each other.
By doing so, the charging time for the later-charged sub-pixel
can be reduced. As shown in FIG. 15, it is preferable that the
magnitude of the gray voltage set applied to the first-charged
sub-pixel is higher than that of the gray voltage set applied to
the later-charged sub-pixel.

As shown in FIG. 15, among a time period Tdt for applying
data voltages Vdata to one pixel row, a time period Td1 for
applying data voltages to the first sub-pixel electrodes 190a is
longer than a time interval Td2 for applying data voltages to
the second sub-pixel electrodes 1905. Since the voltages pre-
viously stored in the pixels have opposite polarity, such a
sufficient charging time is required.

In addition, a time period Tg2 for applying the gate-on
voltage to the second gate line 1215 is designed to be longer
than the time period Tgl for applying the gate-on voltage to
the first gate line 121a for obtaining a sufficient charging
time.

In FIG. 15, a time period Toe2 from the end of the appli-
cation of the gate-on voltage to the first gate line 121a to the
end of the application of the data voltage Vdata to the first
sub-pixel electrodes 190a and a time period Toe 2 from the
end of the application of the gate-on voltage to the second gate
line 1215 to the end of the application of the data voltage
Vdatato the second sub-pixel electrodes 1905 are designed to
be longer than a time period Toel from the start of the appli-
cation of the data voltage Vdata to the start of the application
of the gate-on voltage to the first gate line 121a. The long
Toe2 may prevent the data voltage from being applied to the
other sub-pixel or the next pixel row due to a delay of the data
signal.

As shown in FI1G. 9, the width of the first gate line 121a is
not as wide as the second gate line 1215. The construction is
allowable because a low voltage is applied to the first sub-
pixel electrode 190a.

In this way, the voltages applied to the two pixel electrodes
are accurately adjusted with desired levels, so that it is pos-
sible to improve visibility, to increase aperture ratio, and to
improve transmittance.

Although the exemplary embodiments and the modified
examples of the present invention have been described, the
present invention is not limited to the embodiments and



US 8,570,264 B2

17

examples, but may be modified in various forms without
departing from the scope of the appended claims, the detailed
description, and the accompanying drawings of the present
invention. Therefore, it is natural that such modifications
belong to the scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display comprising:

a pixel electrode comprising a first sub-pixel electrode and
a second sub-pixel electrode;

a first switching device connected to the first sub-pixel
electrode;

a second switching device connected to the second sub-
pixel electrode;

a plurality of gate lines including a first signal line and a
second signal line, wherein the first signal line is con-
nected to the first switching device and the second signal
line is connected to the second switching device; and

a data line intersecting the gate lines and transmitting data
voltages, the data line connected to the first switching
device and the second switching device,

wherein a second voltage applied to the second sub-pixel
electrode through the data line during a turn-on period of
the second switching device is lower than a first voltage
applied to the first sub-pixel electrode through the data
line during a turn-on period of the first switching device,

wherein the turn on period of the first switching device
partially overlaps the turn on period of the second
switching device,

wherein a time duration of a gate-on voltage applied to the
first signal line is longer than a time duration of a gate-on
voltage applied to the second signal line, and

wherein a time duration of the second voltage applied to the
datalineis longer than a time duration of the first voltage
applied to the data line.

2. The liquid crystal display of claim 1,

wherein voltages applied to the first and the second sub-
pixel electrodes are different from each other and are
obtained from single image information, and

wherein the first sub-pixel electrode and the second sub-
pixel electrode simultaneously start to be supplied with
data voltages or the first sub-pixel electrode starts to be
supplied with a data voltage after the second sub-pixel
electrode starts to be supplied with a data voltage.

3. The liquid crystal display of claim 2, wherein the first
sub-pixel electrode and the second sub-pixel electrodes are
simultaneously supplied with the data voltages for a prede-
termined time period.

4. The liquid crystal display of claim 3, wherein a time
period from an end of the application of the gate-on voltage to
the second signal line to an end of the application of a data
voltage to the second sub-pixel electrode and a time period
from an end of the application of the gate-on voltage to the
first signal line to an end of the application of the data voltage
to the second sub-pixel electrode are longer than a time period
from a start of the application of a data voltage to a start of the
application of the gate-on voltage to the second signal line.

5. The liquid crystal display of claim 2, wherein the first
sub-pixel electrode is surrounded by the second sub-pixel
electrode.

6. The liquid crystal display of claim 2, wherein the second
signal line overlaps the pixel electrode.

7. The liquid crystal display of claim 2, further comprising
a storage electrode overlapping the pixel electrode.

8. The liquid crystal display of claim 7,

wherein the first signal line is disposed at a boundary of the
pixel electrode.
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9. The liquid crystal display of claim 8, wherein the first
signal line overlaps the pixel electrode.

10. The liquid crystal display of claim 9, wherein a width of
the first signal line is less than a width of the second signal
line.

11. The liquid crystal display of claim 1, wherein two data
voltages having different voltage levels are applied during the
turn on period of the first switching device.

12. The liquid crystal display of claim 11, wherein one
voltage level of the two data voltages having different voltage
levels has the same level as the data voltage applied during the
second switching device turn on period.

13. A liquid crystal display comprising:

a pixel comprising a first liquid crystal capacitor and a
second liquid crystal capacitor and first and second
switching elements,

wherein the first liquid crystal capacitor comprises a first
liquid crystal portion disposed between a common elec-
trode and a first sub-pixel electrode, and the second
liquid crystal capacitor comprises a second liquid crystal
portion disposed between the common electrode and a
second sub-pixel electrode,

wherein the first switching element is connected to a data
line and the first sub-pixel electrode, and the second
switching element is connected to the data line and the
second sub-pixel electrode, wherein the first switching
element is connected to afirst gate line and the data line,
and the second switching element is connected to a
second gate line and the data line,

wherein a first sub-pixel voltage applied to the first liquid
crystal portion through the data line during a turn-on
period of the first switching element is larger than a
second sub-pixel voltage applied to the second liquid
crystal portion through the data line during a turn-on
period of the second switching element,

wherein the turn on period of the first switching element
overlaps the turn on period of the second switching
element,

wherein the turn on period of the first switching element is
longer than the turn on period of the second switching
element, and

wherein a time duration of the second sub-pixel voltage
applied to the data line is longer than a time duration of
the first sub-pixel voltage applied to the data line.

14. The liquid crystal display of claim 13, wherein the first
sub-pixel voltage and the second sub-pixel voltage are origi-
nated based on same image information.

15. The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein the first
switching element turns on simultaneously with or later than
the second switching element.

16. The liquid crystal display of claim 15, wherein the first
switching element turns on after a first time period from a start
of application of a first data voltage to the data line and turns
off before a second time period from an end of the application
of the first data voltage and a start of application of a second
data voltage to the data line,

the second switching element turns on before the turning
off of the first switching element and turns off before a
third time period from an end of the application of the
second data voltage,

and each of the second time period and the third time period
is longer than the first time period.

17. The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein the first

sub-pixel electrode is surrounded by the second sub-pixel
electrode.
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18. The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein one of
the first gate line and the second gate line overlaps at least one
of the first sub-pixel electrode and the second sub-pixel elec-
trode.

19. The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein the first
switching element comprises a first electrode connected to
the first sub-pixel electrode, the second switching element
comprises a second electrode connected to the second sub-
pixel electrode, and the liquid crystal display further com-
prises a storage electrode overlapping the first and the second
electrodes.

20. The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein widths
of the first gate line and the second gate line are different from
each other.

21. The liquid crystal display of claim 13, wherein two data
voltages having different voltage levels are applied during the
turn on period of the first switching element.

22. The liquid crystal display of claim 21, wherein one
voltage level of the two data voltages having different voltage
levels is the same level as a data voltage applied during the
second switching element turn on period.
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