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G7) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display panel having a light impermeable
layer with alignment marks is disclosed in the present
invention. The panel includes a light impermeable layer on
a substrate, a plurality of alignment marks around at least
first and second corners of the substrate, the first and second
corners being separated from each other in a diagonal
direction, and a plurality of color filter layers on light
impermeable layer.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY PANEL HAVING
LIGHT IMPERMEABLE LLAYER WITH
ALIGNMENT MARKS

This application claims the benefit of the Korean Appli-
cation No. P2001-061257 filed on Oct. 4, 2001, which is
hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
device, and more particularly, to a liquid crystal display
panel having a light impermeable layer with alignment
marks. Although the present invention is suitable for a wide
scope of applications, it is particularly suitable for prevent-
ing a misalignment of color filters.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

A flat panel display device has been widely used because
it is thin and light in weight and requires low power
consumption. The flat panel display device may be classified
into two types by light emission. One is a light-emitting
display device that emits light to display images and the
other is a light-receiving display device that uses an external
light source to display images. Plasma display panels
(PDPs), field emission display (FED) devices, and electro
luminescence (EL) display devices are examples of the
light-emitting display devices, and a liquid crystal display
device is an example of the light-receiving display device.
The liquid crystal display device has been widely used for
laptop computers and desktop monitors because of its supe-
riority in resolution, color image display, and quality of
displayed images.

Generally, the liquid crystal display (LCD) device has
upper and lower substrates, which are spaced apart and
facing into each other. Electrodes formed on the substrates
are facing into each other. A liquid crystal is interposed
between the upper substrate and the lower substrate. A
voltage is applied to the liquid crystal through the electrodes
of each substrate, and thus an alignment of the liquid crystal
molecules is changed in accordance with the applied voltage
to display images. Because the liquid crystal display device
does not emit light as described above, it needs a light source
to display images. Accordingly, the liquid crystal display
device has a backlight behind a liquid crystal panel as a light
source. An amount of incident light from the backlight is
controlled in accordance with the alignment of the liquid
crystal molecules to display images.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
pixel of a conventional LCD panel having a thin film
transistor as a switching device. As shown, the LCD panel
has lower and upper substrates 10 and 50 and a liquid crystal
(LC) layer 30 interposed therebetween. The lower substrate
10 has a thin film transistor (TFT) “T” as a switching
element that switches a voltage for changing an orientation
of the LC molecules. The thin film transistor “T” includes a
gate electrode 12 on a transparent substrate 5, an active layer
16, first and second ohmic contact layers 18a and 185, and
source and drain electrodes 20a and 20b. A gate insulation
layer 14 formed on the transparent substrate 5 is disposed
between the gate electrode 12 and the active layer 16. The
lower substrate 10 includes a passivation layer 22 to cover
the TFT “T”. The lower substrate 10 also includes a pixel
electrode 26 on the passivation layer 22, which is used to
apply electric fields across the LC layer 30 in response to
signals applied to the TFT “T”. The gate electrode 12 and the
source electrode 20a are connected to a gate line and a data
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line, respectively, which perpendicularly cross each other
and define a pixel region, i.e., a display area. The pixel
electrode 26 is disposed in the pixel region and contacts the
drain electrode 20b through a drain contact hole 24.

The upper substrate 50 includes a transparent substrate 5
and a plurality of color filters 54 on the surface of the
transparent substrate 5 facing into the lower substrate 10 for
representing colors. A black matrix 52 is disposed between
the transparent substrate 5 and the color filters 54 and
corresponds to the TFT “T”. An overcoat layer 56 is formed
on the color filters 54 such that the overcoat layer 56 protects
the color filters 54 and makes the surface be planar. A
common electrode 58 formed of a transparent conductive
material is formed on the overcoat layer 56. The common
electrode 58 serves as an electrode that produces electric
fields across the LC layer with the pixel electrode 26.

Although FIG. 1 only shows one TFT “T”, the lower
substrate 10 usually includes a plurality of TFTs as well as
a plurality of pixel electrodes contacting one another. The
lower substrate 10 and the upper substrate 50 are respec-
tively formed through different processes and then attached
to each other. As mentioned before, the liquid crystal display
device is a light-receiving display device, so that a backlight
as a light source is necessary behind the liquid crystal panel.
The light generated from the backlight passes through the
upper and lower substrates and the liquid crystal layer. A
light path is changed by an alignment of the liquid crystal
molecules. Namely, the liquid crystal display device has a
backlight as a light source behind the liquid crystal panel and
an amount of the incident light from the backlight is con-
trolled in accordance with the alignment of the liquid crystal
molecules to display images.

Further, the black matrix 52 corresponds to the TFT “T”,
in FIG. 1. The black matrix 52 is disposed at the peripheries
of the transparent substrate 5 of the upper substrate 50 and
forms a rectangular shape having a display region therein.
The display region is divided into a plurality of parallel
stripes so that the color filters 54a, 54b, and 54c¢ (shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5) are positioned at each parallel stripe. The
black matrix 52 on the upper substrate 50 usually has a
rectangular shape to surround all the color filters and divide
each color filter into a stripe shape.

In forming the upper substrate 50 (shown in FIG. 1), the
black matrix 52 is formed on the transparent substrate 5, and
then the color filters 54 representing red (R) 54a, green (G)
54b, and blue (B) 54c¢ colors (shown in FIG. 4) are formed
on the transparent substrate 5 to cover the black matrix 52.
The color filters 54 are arranged in a repeated order of red
(R) 544, green (G) 54b, and blue (B) 54c, for example, and
each red, green, and blue color filter corresponds to the pixel
electrode 26 of the lower substrate 10. Thus, full color
images is accomplished by the combination of the R, G, and
B color filters 54a, 54b, and 54c. In other words, each R, G,
and B color filter 54a, 54b, and 54c corresponds to each
pixel electrode 26 located in the pixel region, and the light
passing through these R, G, and B color filters displays
various colors.

As mentioned before, the liquid crystal display device is
a light-receiving display device, so that it requires a back-
light device to display images. Namely, the liquid crystal
display (LCD) panel transmits image data using the light
emitted from the backlight device positioned behind the
LCD panel. However, the light emitted from the backlight
device is almost absorbed by the LCD panel while passing
through the lower substrate 10, the liquid crystal layer 30
and the upper substrate 50. Therefore, only 3 to 8% of the
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incident light generated from the backlight device can be
employed in the LCD device. As a result, the LCD device
provides inefficient optical modulation.

With the result of the poor light efficiency, various
attempts have been made to improve the light efficiency of
the liquid crystal display device. One of the efforts is to
change a stripe shaped black matrix that divides the striped
color filters into an island shaped black matrix, so that an
aperture ratio of the LCD panel increases. Another is that the
black matrix is reorganized and reconstructed in the LCD
panel to obtain a high aperture ratio. The LCD panels each
having a black matrix structure of a high aperture ratio are
illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, as examples. Compared to that
of FIG. 1, the LCD panels of FIGS. 2 and 3 have color filters
and a black matrix particularly on the lower substrate.

In FIG. 2, an LCD panel having a high aperture ratio
includes a lower substrate 10, an upper substrate 50, and a
liquid crystal layer 30 interposed therebetween. On the
lower substrate 10, a black matrix 52 that has an island shape
is formed on a transparent substrate 5, and color filters 54 are
also formed on the transparent substrate 5 and cover the
black matrix 52. An overcoat layer 56 is disposed on the
color filters 54 to protect and planarize the surface of the
color filters 54. As contrary to the LCD panel of FIG. 1, the
lower substrate 10 of FIG. 2 includes the black matrix 52
having an island shape, the color filters 54, and the overcoat
layer 56. Further, a thin film transistor (TFT) “T” corre-
sponding to the island shaped black matrix 52 is formed on
the overcoat layer 56. Therefore, the black matrix and the
color filters do not exist on the upper substrate 50. Also, a
common electrode 58 is only disposed on a transparent
substrate 5 of the upper substrate 50. However, an additional
black matrix may be formed on the upper substrate 50 in this
type.

In FIG. 3, a thin film transistor (TFT) “T” is formed on a
transparent substrate 5 of the lower substrate 10. A passi-
vation layer 22 covers the TFT “T” for protection. A black
matrix 52 having an island shape is formed on the passiva-
tion layer 52 in the position corresponding to the TFT “T”.
The color filters 54 are formed on the passivation layer 22
and cover the black matrix 52. An overcoat layer 56 is
formed on the color filters 54 to protect the color filters 54
and planarize the surface of the lower substrate. A pixel
electrode 26 is formed on the overcoat layer 56 and contacts
a drain electrode 20b of the TFT “T” through a drain contact
hole 24.

In the LCD panels shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the black
matrix 52 has an island shape and corresponds to the TFT
“T”. Since both the black matrix 52 and the color filters 54
are formed on the lower substrate 10 and the black matrix 52
is very close to the TFT “T*, it is possible to make the black
matrix 52 in a very small size. Namely, the black matrix 52
of FIGS. 2 and 3 does not have to cover the whole area of
the TFT.

Actually, it is sufficient for the black matrix 52 to cover
the active channel of the active layer 16 between the source
204a and drain 20b electrodes. However, as shown in FIG. 1,
the black matrix formed in the upper substrate has a rela-
tively larger size to cover the whole TFT, although the TFT
does not need to be covered entirely. Therefore, the black
matrix of FIG. 1 degrades an aperture ratio of the LCD
panel.

The black matrix of the LCD panels illustrated in FIGS.
2 and 3 having a high aperture ratio is formed to be close to
the TFT on the lower substrate. Therefore, the black matrix
can precisely cover the TFT, especially the channel region of
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the active layer. As a result, the black matrix does not need
to cover the whole area of the TFT, as shown in FIG. 1. The
size of the black matrix shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 will be
sufficient to cover the channel region of the active layer
between the source and drain electrodes.

FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional view that illustrates a
structure and a composition of the color filters and the black
martrix.

In FIG. 4, the LCD panel having a high aperture ratio is
simplified by illustrating only the transparent substrate 5, the
black matrix 52, and the color filters 54. The black matrix 52
and the color filters 54 can be directly formed on the
transparent substrate 5, as shown in FIG. 2. Alternatively, the
color filters 54 and the black matrix 52 can be formed on the
TFT that will be disposed at a region “K” between the
transparent substrate 5 and the color filters 54, as shown in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a plane view illustrating the color filters 54 and
the black matrix 52 that are formed on a transparent sub-
strate 5 to increase an aperture ratio. In FIG. 5, a rectangular
black matrix 52a surrounds the color filters 54 having red
(R) 54a, green (G) 54b, and blue (B) 54¢ colors. A plurality
of island shaped black matrices 52b (shown in FIG. 6A) are
formed within the stripe shaped color filters 54. An area
where the rectangular black matrices 52a are disposed is a
non-display area, such that it is finally covered by external
cases when an LCD panel is installed to a laptop computer,
for example. An area where the color filters are disposed is
a display area. Therefore, the TFTs, the pixel electrodes, and
the island shaped black matrices are disposed in the display
area.

FIG. 6A is an enlarged plane view of a portion “A” of
FIG. 5 and illustrates a plurality of black matrices. A
plurality of island shaped black matrices 52b are formed on
the lower substrate to increase an aperture ratio, as shown in
FIGS. 2 and 3. Each island shaped black matrix 52b corre-
sponds to each TFT to protect the active channel from the
light. Alternatively, the island shaped black matrices 52b can
be formed on the upper substrate of FIG. 1 as a modification
of the stripe shaped black matrices to increase an aperture
ratio.

FIG. 6B is also an enlarged plane view of the portion “A”
of FIG. 5 when an arrangement of the black matrices is
changed. Although the island shaped black matrices are not
shown in FIG. 6B, they are disposed at the stripe shaped
color filters 54 and each corresponds to the TFT. The
rectangular black matrix 52a is referred to as an external
black matrix, and the island shaped black matrix 52b is
referred to as an internal black matrix.

In forming the color filters 54 and the black matrices 52,
the black matrices 52 are formed first, and then, the color
filters 54 representing red 54a, green 54b, and blue S54c¢
colors are formed on the internal black matrices. Thus, the
color filters 54 cover the internal black matrices, as shown
in FIGS. 2 and 3. As a result, a light efficiency is due to the
small size of the black matrix.

However, there are some problems in aligning color filters
to the corresponding internal black matrices and pixel elec-
trodes. As widely known, it is important to exactly align
each R, G, and B color filter to each internal black matrix
and pixel electrode. If a misalignment of the color filters
occurs, the LCD device cannot display clear images.
Especially, since the LCD device has both the rectangular
external black matrix and the plurality of the island shaped
internal black matrices, it is much more difficult to align the
color filters into the prearranged positions.
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Moreover, since each color filter 54a, 54b, and 54c¢ should
cover all the island shaped internal black matrices 52b when
forming the color filters 54, the internal black matrices 52b
cannot act as alignment marks. Therefore, alignment marks
for aligning the color filters are required. Additionally, when
the black matrix 52 occupies a small area of the transparent
substrate, aligning the color filters 54 becomes extremely
difficult. Thus, a misalignment of R, G, and B color filters
54a, 54b, and 54c¢ occurs frequently.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a liquid
crystal display panel having a light impermeable layer with
alignment marks that substantially obviates one or more of
problems due to limitations and disadvantages of the related
art.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
liquid crystal display panel having a light impermeable layer
with alignment marks facilitating an alignment of red, green,
and blue color filters into the desired position.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will
be set forth in the description which follows and in part will
be apparent from the description, or may be learned by
practice of the invention. The objectives and other advan-
tages of the invention will be realized and attained by the
structure particularly pointed out in the written description
and claims hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the present invention, as embodied and
broadly described, a liquid crystal display panel includes a
light impermeable layer on a substrate, a plurality of align-
ment marks around at least first and second corners of the
substrate, the first and second corners being separated from
each other in a diagonal direction, and a plurality of color
filter layers on light impermeable layer.

According to the principles of the present invention, the
alignment marks and the black matrices are formed of the
same material and formed at same time. The black matrices
include a rectangular shaped black matrix as well as a
plurality of island shaped black matrices. The rectangular
shaped black matrix encloses a display region having the
color filters and, the plurality of island shaped black matri-
ces. The alignment marks are disposed near a corner of the
rectangular shaped black matrix, and thus, each alignment
mark is disposed between the color filters at a corner of the
rectangular shaped black matrix. The alignment marks may
be located either inside or outside the rectangular shaped
black matrix.

The alignment marks are parallel to or/and perpendicular
to boundaries between the color filters.

The substrate above-mentioned further includes dummy
patterns in the peripheries of the display region. In this case,
each alignment marks is disposed between the dummy
patterns at a corner of the rectangular shaped black matrix.
Additionally, the alignment marks are parallel to and/or
perpendicular to boundaries between the color filter and the
dummy pattern.

In another aspect of the present invention, a liquid crystal
display device includes first and second substrates facing
into each other, a plurality of thin film transistors on the first
substrate, a light impermeable layer on the second substrate,
a plurality of island shaped black matrices on the second
substrate, a plurality of alignment marks around at least first
and second corners of the second substrate, wherein the first
and second corners are separated from each other in a
diagonal direction, and a plurality of color filter layers on the
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second substrate including the light impermeable layer and
the island shaped black matrices.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
pixel of a conventional LCD panel having a thin film
transistor as a switching device;

FIG. 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
pixel of another conventional LCD panel having a thin film
transistor as a switching device;

FIG. 3 is a schematic cross-sectional view illustrating a
pixel of another conventional LCD panel having a thin film
transistor as a switching device;

FIG. 4 is a partial schematic cross-sectional view illus-
trating color filters and black matrices of the conventional
LCD panel;

FIG. 5 is a plane view illustrating color filters and black
matrices that are formed on a transparent substrate to
increase an aperture ratio of the conventional LCD panel;

FIG. 6A is an enlarged plane view of a portion “A” of
FIG. 5 illustrating the black matrices occupying a large area
of the transparent substrate;

FIG. 6B is an enlarged plane view of the portion “A” of
FIG. 5 illustrating the black matrices occupying a small area
of the transparent substrate;

FIG. 7 is a plane view illustrating color filters and black
matrices that are formed on the transparent substrate accord-
ing to the present invention; and

FIGS. 8Ato 8C and 9A to 9C are enlarged plane views of
a portion “C” of FIG. 7 illustrating black matrices and
alignment marks according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the illustrated
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever
possible, the same reference numbers will be used through-
out the drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

In the present invention, a plurality of alignment marks
are formed with the black matrices to precisely arrange color
filters into the desired positions without failure. The align-
ment marks may be utilized for a high aperture ratio.

FIG. 7 is a plane view illustrating color filters and black
matrices that are formed on the transparent substrate accord-
ing to the present invention.

In FIG. 7, an external black matrix 152a (referred to as a
light impermeable layer) having a rectangular shape is
disposed at the peripheries of a transparent substrate 105.
The light impermeable layer serves to increase more light to
be absorbed by the color filter layers. A plurality of color
filters 54 having red 154qa, green 154b, and blue 154¢ are
disposed inside the light impermeable layer 152a. An area
where the color filters are located is a display area. In
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forming black matrices and color filters, the black matrices
are formed on the substrate, and the color filters are then
formed on the black matrices such that the black matrices are
usually disposed between the transparent substrate and the
color filters.

A plurality of alignment marks 200, shown in FIGS. 8A
to 8C, and the black matrices are formed at the same time.
The alignment mark may be located at corners “B”, “C”,
“D”, and “E” of FIG. 7. Since the alignment marks 200 are
formed with the black matrices, the alignment marks 200
may be formed of the same material as the black matrices.
Further, the alignment marks 200 may be located at least at
one of the portions “B”, “C”, “D”, and “E”. Throughout the
present invention, the alignment marks 200 are formed
around at least two corners of the substrate in a diagonal
direction.

FIGS. 8A to 8C are enlarged plane views of the portion
“C” of FIG. 7 illustrating black matrices and alignment
marks in accordance with the present invention. As shown in
FIGS. 8A to 8C, the black matrices include a light imper-
meable layer 1524 that surrounds the color filters 154 and a
plurality of internal black matrices 152b that is located
within a boundary of the light impermeable layer 152a.

In FIG. 8A, a first alignment mark 200a is disposed
between the color filters 154a and 154b, and a second
alignment mark 2005 is disposed between the color filters
154b and 154c¢. As mentioned before, the alignment marks
200 and the black matrices 152 may be formed simulta-
neously. Thus, the alignment marks 200 may be the same
material as the black matrices 152. In forming the alignment
marks 200, a size of the alignment marks 200 is minimized,
so that an aperture ratio of the LCD panel is not degraded.
Although FIG. 8A shows that the alignment marks 200 are
disposed inside the light impermeable layer 1524, the align-
ment mark 200 may be formed outside the light imperme-
able layer 152a.

An LCD panel may have dummy patterns 300 inside the
light impermeable layer 152a, as shown in FIG. 8B. The
dummy patterns 300 have a stripe shape like the color filters
154. In forming the dummy patterns 300, each alignment
mark 200a or 2006 may be formed between the dummy
patterns 300.

In FIG. 8C, the alignment marks 200 are formed outside
the light impermeable layer 152« in a location correspond-
ing to the dummy patterns 300. Each alignment mark 200
corresponds to a boundary between the dummy patterns 300
or between the dummy pattern 300 and the color filter 1544.

FIGS. 9A to 9C are enlarged plane views of the portion
“C” of FIG. 7 illustrating black matrices and alignment
marks in accordance with the present invention. Similar to
FIGS. 8A to 8C, a light impermeable layer 152a surrounds
color filters 154, in FIGS. 9A to 9C. Furthermore, a plurality
of internal black matrices is located on the color filters 154.
Alternatively, a plurality of the internal black matrices may
be formed on the other substrate.

When the black matrices occupy a relatively small area of
the transparent substrate 105, the alignment marks 200 are
formed to be perpendicular to each other. First and second
alignment marks 200a¢ and 20056 are perpendicular to a
boundary between the color filters 154a and 154b. Further,
third and fourth alignment marks 200c and 200d are dis-
posed between the color filters 154a and 154b and between
the color filters 154b and 154c, respectively. Therefore, the
first and second alignment marks 200a and 2005 are per-
pendicular to the third and fourth alignment marks 200¢ and
200d. In forming the alignment marks 200, a size of the
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alignment marks 200 is minimized, so that an aperture ratio
of the LCD panel is not decreased. Since the first to fourth
alignment marks 200z to 200d are formed with the black
matrices 152, they may be formed of the same material as
the black matrices 152.

FIG. 9B shows that the dummy patterns 300 are formed
on the LCD panel. The dummy patterns 300 are disposed
inside the light impermeable layer 152a and have a striped
shape like the color filters 154. In forming the dummy
patterns 300, the third and fourth alignment marks 200c and
2004 are formed between the dummy patterns 300, and the
first and second alignment marks 200a and 2005 are formed
to be perpendicular to the third and fourth alignment marks
200c¢ and 2004.

The alignment marks 200 may be formed inside the light
impermeable layer 152a, in FIG. 9B. Also, the alignment
marks may be formed outside the light impermeable layer
152a. As shown in FIG. 9C, the alignment marks 200e are
formed outside the light impermeable layer 1524 in a
location corresponding to the dummy patters 300. Each
alignment marks 200e corresponds to a boundary between
the dummy patterns or between the dummy pattern 300 and
the color filter 154a.

When the alignment marks are formed to be perpendicular
to each other, the color filters are aligned easily into the
desired positions. Especially, when the black matrices
occupy a relatively small area of the transparent substrate
105, the color filters should be aligned much more precisely
with the perpendicularly formed alignment marks.

According to the present invention, the alignment marks
formed with the black matrices prevent a misalignment of
the color filters. Moreover, since the alignment marks are
formed in the dummy pattern areas or/and outside the light
impermeable layer, an aperture ratio of the LCD panel is not
degraded.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the liquid
crystal display panel having a light impermeable layer with
alignment marks the present invention without departing
from the spirit or scope of the inventions. Thus, it is intended
that the present invention covers the modifications and
variations of this invention provided they come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display panel, comprising:

a light impermeable layer along a peripheral portion of a

substrate;

a first plurality of alignment marks around at least first and
second comers of the substrate, the first and second
corners being separated from each other in a diagonal
direction;

a plurality of color filter layers, each extending along a
first direction within a first region surrounded by the
light impermeable layer; and

a second plurality of alignment marks formed perpen-
dicular to a boundary between the color filter layers,

wherein the first plurality of alignment marks extend from
the light impermeable layer along the first direction.

2. The panel according to claim 1, further comprising a
plurality of disconnected island-shaped black matrices on
the substrate within the first region.

3. The panel according to claim 2, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks, light impermeable layer, and
the black matrices are formed at the same time.

4. The panel according to claim 1, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks are formed of the same material
as the light impermeable layer.
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5. The panel according to claim 1, wherein at least two of
the first plurality of alignment marks are disposed near a
corner of the light impermeable layer.

6. The panel according to claim 1, wherein each of the first
plurality of alignment marks are disposed between the color
filter layers and extend from the light impermeable layer
along the first direction.

7. The panel according to claim 6, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks extend from the light imper-
meable layer to an interior of the first region.

8. The panel according to claim 1, further comprising a
third plurality of alignment marks around at least first and
second corners of the substrate, the first and second corners
being separated from each other in a diagonal direction and
extending from the light impermeable layer along a second
direction opposite to the first direction at an exterior of the
first region.

9. The panel according to claim 8, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks, the second plurality of align-
ment marks, the light impermeable layer, and the black
matrices are formed at the same time.

10. The panel according to claim 1, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks are disposed between adjacent
ones of the plurality of color filter layers.

11. The panel according to claim 1, further comprising a
plurality of dummy patterns extending along the first direc-
tion within the first region.

12. The panel according to claim 11, wherein each of the
first plurality of alignment marks are disposed between
adjacent ones of the plurality of dummy patterns around a
corner of the light impermeable layer.

13. The panel according to claim 12, further comprising
a third plurality of alignment marks extending from the light
impermeable layer along a second direction perpendicular to
the first direction across one of the plurality of dummy
patterns.

14. The panel according to claim 13, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks, the second plurality of align-
ment marks, the light impermeable layer, and the black
matrices are formed at the same time.

15. The panel according to claim 12, further comprising
a third plurality of alignment marks extending from the light
impermeable layer along a second direction perpendicular to
a boundary between the plurality of color filter layers and the
plurality of dummy patterns.

16. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

first and second substrates facing each other;

a plurality of thin film transistors on the first substrate;

a light impermeable layer surrounding a first region on the
second substrate;

a plurality of disconnected island-shaped black matrices
within the first region on the second substrate, the first
region aligned with a second region;
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a first plurality of alignment marks around at least first and
second corners of the second substrate, wherein the first
and second corners are separated from each other in a
diagonal direction;

a plurality of color filter layers on the second substrate,
each extending along a first direction within the first
region surrounded by the light impermeable layer; and

a plurality of dummy patterns extending along the first
direction within the first region on the second substrate,

wherein the first plurality of alignment marks extend from
the light impermeable layer along the first direction to
an interior of the first region.

17. The device according to claim 16, further comprising
asecond plurality of alignment marks around at least the first
and second corners of the second substrate and extending
from the light impermeable layer along a second direction
opposite to the first direction at an exterior of the first region.

18. The device according to claim 16, wherein the first
plurality of alignment marks are disposed between adjacent
ones of the plurality of color filter layers.

19. The device according to claim 16, wherein each of the
first plurality of alignment marks are disposed between
adjacent ones of the plurality of dummy patterns.

20. The device according to claim 16, further comprising
a second plurality of alignment marks extending from the
light impermeable layer along a second direction perpen-
dicular to the first direction across one of the plurality of
dummy patterns.

21. A liquid crystal display panel, comprising:

a light impermeable layer along a peripheral portion of a

substrate;

a first plurality of alignment marks and a second plurality
of alignment marks around at least first and second
corners of the substrate, the first and second corners
being separated from each other in a diagonal direction;

a plurality of color filter layers, each extending along a
first direction within a first region surrounded by the
light impermeable layer; and

a plurality of dummy patterns, each extending along the
first direction within the first region adjacent to the light
permeable layer;

wherein the second plurality of alignment marks extend
from the light impermeable layer along a second direc-
tion perpendicular to the first direction within the first
region to cross one of the plurality of dummy layers,
and the first plurality of alignment marks extend along
the first direction at an exterior of the first region.
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