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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device includes a four-color con-
version circuit with no chromatic changes in which the
chromaticity and luminance of input image data are main-
tained, a four-color conversion circuit with chromatic
changes in which the chromaticity and luminance of input
image data are not necessarily maintained, and a selector for
switching between the outputs from the two conversion
circuits according to a level detection signal from a level
detection circuit that detects whether the level of input
image data is equal to 100% white level or higher. Display
data from the selector is supplied to a liquid crystal section
that displays an image by four-color pixels of red, green,
blue, and white. The image data conversion circuit controls
the light emission quantity of a backlight (BL) as white
color, and converts input image data so that the level of data
displayed on the liquid crystal section becomes uniform.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

[0001] The present application claims priority from Japa-
nese Application JP 2005-188258 filed on Jun. 28, 2005, the
content of which is hereby incorporated by reference into
this application.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to a liquid crystal
display device with good display quality.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] While CRTs have been the mainstream of conven-
tional general use display devices, recent years have seen the
increasing use of active-matrix type liquid crystal display
devices (hereinafter referred to as the “LCDs”). An LCD is
a display device utilizing the light transmittance of liquid
crystals. An LCD itself does not emit light; gray scale
display is accomplished by controlling the light of a back-
light on the back surface of the LCD between transmission,
shut-off, and an intermediate state therebetween.

[0004] While LCDs have been mainly applied to the
screen of notebook PCs and desktop PC monitors, in recent
years, LCDs are beginning to be used as TVs. Since use of
LCDs as TVs is subject to strict requirements in terms of
brightness or that the color does not change no matter from
which direction the display is viewed (wide viewing angle),
the applicable liquid crystal display modes are limited.

[0005] The transmission characteristics and viewing
angles of the liquid crystal display modes that have been
published to date are concisely summarized in IDRC' 03
P.65 Uchida. et al.

[0006] Further, as a video display device for use as a TV,
not only faithful reproduction of a display object but also
achieving beautiful display is important. For instance, a TV
using the CRT achieves a dynamic range higher than the
full-screen white contrast ratio by utilizing white peak
display characteristics.

[0007] The white display luminance of an LCD is deter-
mined by the luminance of the backlight and the transmit-
tance of liquid crystals. Since enhanced luminance of the
backlight leads to increased power consumption, it is desir-
able to improve the transmittance of liquid crystals.

[0008] As a method of realizing white peak display by
substantially improving the transmittance of liquid crystals
and thus increasing white luminance, as described in Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open No. 2000-147666 or Japanese Patent
Laid-Open No. 2001-154636, for example, there is one
aimed at improving the transmittance characteristics without
increasing power consumption, by using a white-color
(hereinafter, referred to as “W”) pixel in addition to pixels
of the three primary colors of red, green, and blue (herein-
after referred to as “R, G, and B”).

[0009] Further, Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2002-
149116 describes about switching between RGB display and
RGBW display for a part of the area within the screen or on
a screen-by-screen basis.
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[0010] It should be noted that in a liquid crystal display
device of the RGBW pixel structure as well, the image data
signal to be input consists of only RGB, so it is necessary to
carry out conversion from RGB image data to RGBW image
data.

[0011] Here, making image display including white color
inevitably results in image degradation due to chromatic
purity degradation. In view of this, there have been proposed
numerous RGB-RGBW conversion methods for making
such image degradation relatively small and less conspicu-
ous (see Japanese Patent Laid-Open Nos. 2001-147666,
2001-154636, 2002-149116, 2003-295812, and 2004-
102292).

[0012] On the other hand, as a method of expanding the
dynamic range of a display image, for example, there is one
in which, as described in U.S. Pat. No. 3,215,400 below, the
contrast and the luminance of the backlight are adjusted in
a dynamic fashion in accordance with the input image data
to be displayed, or one in which, as described in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open No. 2002-41004 or Japanese Patent Laid-
Open No. 2002-333858, the gray scale-luminance charac-
teristics (hereinafter referred to as the “y characteristics™) are
controlled through analysis of the input image data to be
displayed, thereby achieving video display with sharp con-
trast.

[0013] Tt should be noted that the term white peak men-
tioned above refers to a display part of a level higher than
that of normal white display due to light reflection or the like
such as caused by metallic luster or water droplets within the
display image. For such white peak display, dedicated data
areas are specified by the NTSC or Hi-Vision standards that
are television broadcast standards.

[0014] For example, in ITU-R Recommendation 709-5
which is an international Hi-Vision standard, when repre-
senting a signal of R, G, B, or Y (luminance level) by 10 bits
of 0 to 1023, the image data range is set as 4 to 1019 (the
rest being used as a timing signal), of which the black level
is specified as 64 and normal white (nominal peak) is
specified as 940. That is, the range from 940 to 1019 of the
data area is a data area for white peak higher than normal
white=100% white (it should be noted that the range from 64
to 4 is at the same black level throughout).

[0015] However, in the case of a TV using a liquid crystal
display device or a so-called liquid crystal TV, as described
above, using the RGBW structure as described in Japanese
Patent Laid-Open Nos. 2001-147666, 154636/2001,
149116/2002, 295812/2003, and 102292/2004 in order to
improve white display luminance without increasing power
consumption inevitably results in image degradation due to
chromatic purity degradation.

[0016] Forexample. while Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2001-147666 describes means for displaying an image while
achieving improved luminance and without causing changes
in the chromaticity at gray levels, the document also
describes that such conversion is not possible for all the gray
level regions but is possible only for the region as shown in
FIG. 5 of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2001-147666
mentioned above.

[0017] In regions other than this region, it is necessary to
sacrifice either the chromaticity or the luminance enhance-
ment factor; when display data outside this region is
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included in a normal image, the chromaticity or luminance
enhancement factor of the corresponding pixel differs from
that in other portions, resulting in an image failure.

[0018] Tt should be noted that color degradation can be
made inconspicuous to some degree by using the conversion
method described in each of Japanese Patent Laid-Open
Nos. 2001-154636, 2002-149116, 2003-295812, and 2004-
102292. However, when displaying the brightest primary
color, the above-mentioned conversion method is not effec-
tive.

[0019] For instance, when white color is mixed into the
brightest red color or the like for display, this always results
in color degradation. The degree of degradation is readily
discernable to an extent such that color degradation can be
visually discerned even with the slightest admixture of white
color.

[0020] As described above, although display in RGBW
allows an improvement in luminance without an increase in
power consumption, this is inevitably accompanied by color
degradation, especially in the case of a bright image; the
conversion method or the mastering of the technique is thus
difficult, and hence there have not been many applications of
the technique to the actual products.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0021] An object of the present invention is to overcome
such problems. That is, an object of the present invention is
to provide a high-performance liquid crystal display device
capable of achieving a substantial improvement in lumi-
nance with low power consumption.

[0022] In order to attain the above-mentioned object,
according to the present invention, there is provided a liquid
crystal display device including: a level detection circuit for
detecting whether or not a level of input image data is higher
than a predetermined level; an image data conversion circuit
for converting input image data in accordance with a detec-
tion signal from the level detection circuit to switch between
wo kinds of conversion methods; and a liquid crystal
display section that receives image data from the image data
conversion circuit, for displaying an image by pixels of four
colors of red, green, blue, and white.

[0023] Further, the level of the image data mentioned
above refers to a 100% white level as represented by 100
IRE in the NTSC standard or 940 (nominal peak) in the
HDTV 10-bit digital standard. In the image data conversion
circuit, a conversion method adapted to image data of a level
equal to or lower than the 100% white level (hereinafter,
referred to as the “conversion A”) is conversion in which the
chromaticity and luminance are maintained as compared
with those prior to the conversion, and a conversion method
adapted to image data of a level higher than the 100% white
level (hereinafter, referred to as the “conversion B”) is not
necessarily conversion in which the chromaticity is main-
tained as compared with that prior to the conversion. Each
of the pixels of the liquid crystal display section includes
four subpixels of red. green, blue, and white, and the
respective subpixels are equal in surface area.

[0024] Further, the liquid crystal display device has a
backlight whose light emission quantity can be controlled.
The image data conversion circuit also controls the light
quantity of the backlight in addition to converting image
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data. The light emission quantity of the backlight can be
controlled as white color, and the image data conversion
circuit converts image data so that the levels of the respec-
tive pixel data output to the liquid crystal section become
uniform.

[0025] According to the present invention, the white peak
data area within the input data is determined, and only the
pixel data determined as white peak is subjected to data
conversion that permits changes in the chromaticity of the
RGBW display, thereby making it possible to provide a
liquid crystal display device capable of achieving a substan-
tial improvement in white luminance without causing an
increase in power consumption.

[0026] Further, by making the data levels of the respective
pixels of RGBW as uniform and equal as possible at the time
of data conversion, the light emission quantity of the back-
light can be reduced, whereby it is possible to provide a
liquid crystal display device with lower power consumption.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0027] FIG.11is ablock diagram of a liquid crystal display
device according to Embodiment 1;

[0028] FIG. 2 (FIGS. 2(1), 2(2)) are diagrams of the pixel
structure of the liquid crystal display device according to
Embodiment 1;

[0029] FIG. 3 is a three-dimensional diagram illustrating
the color specification range of an RGBW pixel structure
according to Embodiment 1;

[0030] FIG. 4 is a two-dimensional diagram illustrating
the color specification range of the RGBW pixel structure
according to Embodiment 1;

[0031] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a known RGBW
data conversion method involving no chromatic changes;

[0032] FIG. 6 is a diagram showing the color distribution
of white peak display pixels within several images;

[0033] FIG. 7 (FIGS. 7(3-1), 7(3-2)) are diagrams show-
ing an example of RGBW conversion according to Embodi-
ment 1;

[0034] FIG. 8 is an internal block diagram of an image
data conversion circuit according to each of Embodiments 1
and 2;

[0035] FIG. 9 (FIG. 9(2)) is a diagram of the pixel
structure of a liquid crystal display device according to
Embodiment 3;

[0036] FIG. 10 is an internal block diagram of an image
data conversion circuit according to Embodiment 3;

[0037] FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an RGBW pixel
structure and voltage-transmittance characteristics accord-
ing to Embodiment 4

[0038] FIG. 12 (FIG. 12(1)) is a diagram showing the
pixel electrode structure for the RGBW pixel structure
according to Embodiment 4;

[0039] FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display according to each of Embodiments 5 and 10;
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[0040] FIG. 14 (FIGS. 14(2), 14(3)) are diagrams of the
pixel structure of a liquid crystal display according to
Embodiment 6;

[0041] FIG. 15 is an internal block diagram of an image
data conversion circuit according to each of Embodiments 6
and 7,

[0042] FIG. 16 is an internal block diagram of an image
data conversion circuit according to Embodiment 8;

[0043] FIG. 17 is a diagram showing a six-color pixel
structure and voltage-transmittance characteristics accord-
ing to each of Embodiments 9 and 10,

[0044] FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display device according to Embodiment 11;

[0045] FIG. 19 is a diagram showing the characteristics of
a VA type liquid crystal mode according to Embodiment 11;

[0046] FIG. 20 is internal block diagram of an image data
conversion circuit according to Embodiment 11; and

[0047] FIG. 21 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display device according to Embodiment 12.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0048] Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described with reference to the drawings.

Embodiment 1

[0049] FIG.1 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display
device according to this embodiment. The liquid crystal
display device according to this embodiment is composed of
a level detection circuit 110, an image data conversion
circuit 120, a liquid crystal display section 130, and a
backlight 140. Input image data to be displayed is input to
the level detection circuit 110 for detection of the level of the
input image data, and the result is output to the image data
conversion circuit 120.

[0050] Further, on the basis of the input image data and a
detection signal from the level detection circuit 110, the
image data conversion circuit 120 performs conversion on
the image data for output to the liquid crystal display section
130, and also controls the luminance of the backlight 140.

[0051] The liquid crystal display section 130 is composed
of a pixel group having four subpixels of red, green, blue,
and white. The four-subpixel structures 1, 2 are shown in
FIGS. 2(2) and 2(3).

[0052] Tt should be noted that FIG. 2(1) shows a normal
three-subpixel structure (RGB pixel structure). According to
this normal three-subpixel structure, one pixel is composed
of a red subpixel 1341, a green subpixel 1342, and a blue
subpixel 1343. The wiring for each pixel includes a gate line
1310, signal wirings (1320 to 1322) for respective colors,
and a common line 1330. When a selection voltage is
applied to the gate line 1310, voltages of the red signal line
1320, green signal line 1321, and blue signal line 1322 are
written into the respective subpixels, and a gray scale is
displayed by these voltages.

[0053] FIGS. 2(2) and 2(3) each show the four-subpixel
structure (RGBW pixel structure) of red, green, blue, and
white according to this embodiment.
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[0054] First, unlike the normal three-subpixel structure, in
the four-subpixel structure 1 shown in FIG. 2(2), the red
subpixel 1341, the green subpixel 1342, the blue subpixel
1343, and the white subpixel 1344 are arranged in a square
grid-like fashion.

[0055] In this case, the wiring for one pixel includes a
second gate line 1311 in addition to the gate line 1310.
Further, the signal lines are not provided for each of the
colors but consist of two signal lines, a common signal line
1323 for red and green, and a common signal line 1324 for
blue and white. Further, in addition to the common line
1330, another common line 1331 is arranged.

[0056] The method of writing pixel voltages is also dif-
ferent from that for the normal RGB structure: instead of
writing all the voltages simultaneously into the subpixels
constituting one pixel, for example, a selection voltage is
applied to the second gate line 1311, and then, at the next
timing, a selection voltage is applied to the gate line 1310.
Accordingly, first the red subpixel 1341 and the blue sub-
pixel 1343, and then the green subpixel 1342 and the white
subpixel 1344 are written simultaneously.

[0057] On the other hand, in the four-subpixel structure 2
shown in FIG. 2(3), similarly to the normal three-subpixel
structure, the red subpixel 1341, the green subpixel 1342, the
blue subpixel 1343, and the white subpixel 1344 are laterally
arranged side by side.

[0058] Only a white signal line 1325 is added to the wiring
in this case as compared with the normal three-subpixel
structure. The method of writing pixel voltages is also
similar; the pixel voltages are written into the four subpixels
simultaneously.

[0059] Now, the peripheral circuit (not shown) of the
liquid crystal section according to the four-subpixel struc-
ture is considered. In the four-subpixel structure 1 shown in
FIG. 2(2), the number of required gate line driver ICs
becomes twice, while the number of required signal line
driver ICs, which are more expensive than the gate line
driver ICs, becomes 2/3. On the other hand, in the four-
subpixel structure 2 shown in FIG. 2(3), the number of
required gate line driver ICs is unchanged, and only the
number of signal line driver ICs becomes 4/3.

[0060] Tt should be noted that although in the four-sub-
pixel structure 1, the selection voltage application time for
the gate line 1310 becomes half of that normally required
and thus the voltage writing period tends to become insuf-

ficient, this embodiment adopts the four-subpixel structure
1.

[0061] As compared with the normal three-subpixel struc-
ture, the four-subpixel structure described above is addition-
ally provided with the white subpixel 1344; accordingly, the
surface area occupied by each of the other subpixels (the red
subpixel 1341, the green subpixel 1342, and the blue sub-
pixel 1343) is smaller than that in the normal three-subpixel
structure. Therefore, when a display is made without using
the white subpixel 1344, the transmittance, and hence the
luminance decrease as compared with the normal three-
subpixel structure.

[0062] Next, an image data conversion method according
to this embodiment will be described with reference to
FIGS. 310 7.
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[0063] First, referring to FIG. 3, a color specification
range in the normal three-subpixel structure (RGB pixel
structure) as shown in FIG. 3(1), and a color specification
range in the four-subpixel structure (RGBW pixel structure)
as shown in FIG. 3(2) will be described.

[0064] When the light emission intensities of red (R),
green (G), and blue (B) are taken along the three-dimen-
sional coordinate directions, in the RGB structure, as shown
in FIG. 3(1), the inner portion of a cube is defined as the
region capable of color specification.

[0065] On the other hand, in the RGBW pixel structure, as
shown in FIG. 3(2), the light emission intensity of the W
subpixel is along the axis extending toward the diagonal
vertex of the cube. Accordingly. the region capable of color
specification is the region through which the cube passes

when translated in the direction of the diagonal vertex
(dodecahedron).

[0066] Tt should be noted here that since the area of the
RGB subpixels in the RGBW pixel structure is smaller than
that in the RGB pixel structure, the size of the cube based on
the RGB light emission intensity is smaller than that in the
RGB pixel structure. This is reflected in FIG. 3, with the size
of the cube being depicted small in FIG. 3(2).

[0067] The color specification range according to RGB
color mixing represents a three-dimensional space as shown
in FIG. 3. However, since it is difficult to clearly illustrate a
three-dimensional space in the plane of the drawings which
is a two-dimensional plane, in the following description,
instead of the drawings mentioned above, drawings based on
the use of only two colors will be used.

[0068] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the region capable
of color specification in each of the RGB pixel structure and
the RGBW pixel structure. As shown in FIG. 4(1), in the
RGB pixel structure, the region capable of color specifica-
tion is represented as a square. Further, as shown in FIG.
4(2). in the RGBW pixel structure, the region capable of
color specification is represented as a hexagon obtained by
translating the square in the diagonal direction and having
the points a, b, f, j, h, and d in the drawing as the vertexes
thereof.

[0069] If the square-shaped region capable of color speci-
fication in the RGB pixel structure is extended and applied
to the RGBW pixel structure as it is while assuming an
increase in light emission intensity, the inner portions of the
respective triangles having b, ¢, and f, and d, g, and h as the
vertexes thereof become regions where color specification is
not possible.

[0070] Further, at the vertex f representing the brightest
red and the vertex h representing the brightest blue, degra-
dation in chromatic purity occurs due to the admixture of
white color. In this connection, the color coordinates are
calculated through simple simulation and the results are
shown in an upper part of FIG. 4(2). The respective primary
colors undergo significant degradation, and become almost
white.

[0071] Description will now be given of how to convert
RGB display data into RGBW data while suppressing chro-
matic changes.

[0072] FIG. 5 shows an example of RGBW pixel data
conversion method involving no chromatic changes as
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described in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2001-147666.
According to the method, the conversion is effected so that
the RGB ratio (Rin:Gin:Bin) of the input image data and the
ratio between respective color elements (R+W:G+W:B+W)
in the RGBW output image data become equal to each other.

[0073] For example, when Rin=240:Gin=160:Bin=120,
the smallest value, Bin, is first replaced as W, and then the
result is multiplied by a luminance enhancement factor (in
this case, 1.5 times) so that R+W=360, G+W=240, and
B+W=180. The RGB ratio is 6:4:3 in the case of both input
and output, which means that there is no chromatic change.

[0074] However, it is impossible to keep the luminance
enhancement factor constant for all of the gray levels. For
instance, when, as shown in FIG. 5, the luminance enhance-
ment factor is 1.5 times, although an enhancement of 1.5
times (k') is possible for the color k shown in FIG. 4(2), in
the case of the color m, an enhancement of 1.5 times (m')
causes intrusion into the region where color specification is
not possible.

[0075] The RGBW conversion method involving chro-
matic changes as described in Japanese Patent Laid-Open
Nos. 2001-154636, 2002-149116, 2003-295812, and 2004-
102292 deals with this problem of 1.5 times enhancement
(m") by selectively using the less conspicuous of two solu-
tions, one (involving chromatic changes) being: use of a
color within the nearby color specification range as an
alternative; and the other being: maintaining the color by
reducing the luminance enhancement factor. This means that
some of the pixels within the screen are unintentionally
displayed in a color or luminance different from that in
which they should be displayed, and is regarded as an image
degradation roughly equivalent to an image failure.

[0076] In view of this, in this embodiment, attention is
focused on the white peak characteristics, which are also
defined by the NTSC standard and the Hi-Vision standard
that are television broadcast standards. A white peak refers
to an extremely small portion of “white” as present within
the screen which is brighter than the 100% white display in
the normal screen display.

[0077] The CRT, which is the mainstream of conventional
display devices, is subject to the limitation that the total
amount of light emission by the entire screen cannot exceed
a certain value due to the limited power source capacity.
Accordingly, the white luminance is improved unintention-
ally with white being displayed on only part of the screen
rather than full-screen white, thereby making it possible to
display “white peak” automatically,

[0078] On the other hand, in conventional liquid crystal
TVs, the light emission luminance of the backlight is the
same across the entire screen, it naturally follows that
full-screen white luminance=partial display white lumi-
nance.

[0079] However, in some liquid crystal TVs, by use of an
image optimization engine, the image data is intentionally
restructured so that full-screen white luminance<partial dis-
play white luminance, thereby achieving the simulation
(reproduction) of the white peak.

[0080] Here, since the white peak often appears due to
reflection of light as described above, it is presumed that
very few pixels exhibit high chromatic purity in the case of
white peak display.
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[0081] FIG. 6 shows the measured distribution of the
colors of pixels in white peak display. It can be appreciated
that at white peak, indeed, there are not many pixels that
exhibit high chromatic purity.

[0082] Inview ofthis, according to this embodiment, only
those pixels having a level higher than the 100% white level
as defined by the NTSC standard or Hi-Vision standard are
subjected to RGBW conversion involving chromatic
changes, and the pixels of a level equal to or lower than the
100% white level are subjected to RGBW conversion
method (luminance enhancement factor: 1.0 time) involving
no chromatic changes.

[0083] Accordingly, with respect to pixels of the white
peak display level, although chromatic changes may occur,
the probability is extremely low, and the luminance enhance-
ment effect is high, whereby a substantial improvement in
transmittance can be regarded as being achieved.

[0084] Further, this embodiment enables a further reduc-
tion in power consumption through the combination of the
conversion method used at the time of RGBW conversion
and the backlight modulation system. This will be described
below with reference to FIG. 7.

[0085] First, as shown in FIG. 7(1-1), in a normal liquid
crystal display device of the RGB pixel structure, a case is
considered in which, as the statistic values of one screen
display data, the maximum value of red data is 200, the
maximum value of green data is 185, and the maximum
value of blue data is 170 (the maximum value that each data
can take is 255).

[0086] Meanwhile, the backlight irradiates the liquid crys-
tal display section with a light emission quantity of 100, and
the distribution of the output data finally output as an image
is the same as the display data distribution.

[0087] Tt should be noted that in the liquid crystal display
device in this example, the transmittance of each color is set
as being represented in proportion to a value obtained by
multiplying data by the power of 2.2 as the data (gray
scale)-transmittance characteristics.

[0088] That is, provided that the transmittance of maxi-
mum gray-scale data 255 is 255°2.2=196964.7 (arbitrary
unit), the gray-scale data value indicating the half of this
transmittance is approximately 186 (186"2.2=98384.9).

[0089] With regard to the normal liquid crystal display as
described above, there is a method in which, as descried in
U.S. Pat. No. 3,215,400 mentioned above, the light emission
quantity of the backlight is modulated on a screen-by-screen
basis to thereby obtain output data that is the same as the
original display data. This method will be described below
with reference to the example shown in FIG. 7(1-2).

[0090] In FIG. 7(1-2), with respect to red having the
maximum value in the original display data, the maximum
value of 200 is converted to 255 that is the maximum value
that data can take, and the light emission quantity of the
backlight is reduced by an amount corresponding to an
increase in transmittance.

[0091] In this case, the light emission quantity of the
backlight can be made 59 ((200/255)"2.2=0.586). It should
be noted that conversion of green and blue data is performed
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in such a manner as to increase the transmittance by an
amount corresponding to a decrease in the light emission
quantity of the backlight.

[0092] For example, the maximum data value is converted
from 185 to 236 and from 170 to 217 in the cases of green
and blue, respectively ((185/236) 2.2=0.585, (170/217)
"2.2=0.584). Accordingly, while making the output data the
same as the original display data, it is possible to achieve a
reduction in the light emission intensity of the backlight and
hence a reduction in the power consumption of the back-

light.

[0093] While the backlight modulation method enables
reduced power consumption as described above, care must
be taken when applying this method to RGBW conversion.
Usually, as described in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
2001-147666, RGB-RGBW data conversion is performed in
such a manner as to make data allocation to the white pixel
maximum in order to maximize the light utilization effi-
ciency.

[0094] However, if. as a result of this conversion, the
output of the white pixel becomes the maximum in com-
parison to those of pixels of other colors, the backlight
light-emission quantity reducing effect due to backlight
modulation may not become the maximum. This will be
described below with reference to FIG. 7.

[0095] First, FIG. 7(2-1) shows display data obtained
when the maximum values of data of the respective colors
shown in FIG. 7(1-1) are subjected to RGBW conversion
with no chromatic changes and at a luminance enhancement
factor of 1.0 times (also no improvement in luminance) as
described in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2001-147666.
The white components of the original display data (mini-
mum data values of R, G, and B=common value=white
component) are all replaced as white color data.

[0096] When applying the backlight modulation method
to this display data, as shown in FIG. 7(2-2), data conversion
is effected such that 170, which is the data value of white as
the largest of the data values of all the colors, becomes 255.
In this case, the backlight light-emission quantity can be
made 41 ((170/255)"2.2=0.41)

[0097] However, a further reduction in power consump-
tion can be achieved if the operation of “making data
allocation to the white pixel maximum”, which is the basic
requirement for conventional RGBW conversion, is not
performed.

[0098] In this connection, FIG. 7(3-1) shows display data
of the case in which the maximum values of respective color
data shown in FIG. 7(1-1) are subjected to RGBW conver-
sion by the method according to this embodiment. In this
embodiment, data allocation to the white pixel is not made
maximum but conversion is effected so as to make the
maximum data values of respective colors uniform (equal).

[0099] Inthe example shown in FIG. 7(3-1), the maximum
white data value is converted into 146 that is equal to the
maximum red (color having the largest data value in the
original display data) data value. The transmittance of the
data value 146 ((146/255)"2.2=0.293) is half the value of the
transmittance of the original red display data 200 ((200/255)
"2.2=0.586). By equally dividing the original red compo-
nent output between the red components output from the red
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pixel and the white pixel, the maximum data values of the
respective colors are made equal. Further, the data value of
the green pixel is a data value 123 ((123/255)
"2.2=0.201=0.494-0.293) obtained by subtracting the green
component output from the white pixel ((146/255)
"2.2=0.293) from the transmittance of the original data
value 185 ((185/255)72.2=0.494). 1t should be noted that
likewise, the data value of the blue pixel is a data value 96
((96/255)"2.2=0.117=0.41-0.293) obtained by subtracting
the blue component in the white pixel from the original data
value 170 ((170/255)"2.2=0.41).

[0100] While in this example the maxinum data value of
white=the maximum data value of red, these values may not
necessarily be equal but may be made uniform so that the
maximum data values of the respective colors become equal.
Further, while in this example the white data value does not
become higher than the output of another color component
(such as green or blue) even when the half of the maximum
data value is allocated to the white data value as it is, if it
becomes higher than the output of another color component
(such as in the case of too much blue component), the white
data value must be reset so as not to exceed this output.

[0101] Further, when the backlight modulation method is
applied to this display data, as shown in FIG. 7(3-2), data
conversion is effected so that 146 as the maximum data
value of red and white becomes 255.

[0102] In this case, the light-emission quantity of the
backlight can be reduced to 29 ((146/255) 2.2=0.29),
whereby a further reduction in power consumption can be
achieved as compared with the backlight light-emission
quantity of 41 shown in FIG. 7(2-2).

[0103] As described above, according to this embodiment,
when executing RGBW data conversion and the backlight
modulation method at the same time, the RGBW conversion
is effected so that the maximum data values of the respective
colors become uniform, thereby making it possible to
achieve a further reduction in power consumption.

[0104] Ttis the image data conversion circuit that controls
the RGB data conversion and the backlight modulation
method. FIG. 8 is an internal block diagram of the image
data conversion circuit 120 according to this embodiment.

[0105] The image data input to the image data conversion
circuit 120 is first converted into RGBW data. In the image
data conversion circuit 120, there are a four-color conver-
sion circuit A121 for converting RGB data into RGBW data
without chromatic and luminance changes, and a four-color
conversion circuit B122 for converting RGB data into
RGBW data with chromatic and luminance changes. The
input image data is input to both the conversion circuits.

[0106] As described above with reference to FIG. 7, the
difference from conventional RGBW conversion is that in
either of the RGBW four-color conversion circuits, RGBW
conversion is effected such that the respective data outputs
of RGBW become uniform.

[0107] On the basis of a level detection signal from the
level detection circuit 110 shown in FIG. 1, either one of the
RGBW data respectively output from the four-color conver-
sion circuits A and B is selected by a selector 123. That is,
if the data is regarded as that of the white peak region, the
signal from the conversion circuit B is selected, and if the
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data is equal to or lower than normal 100% white, the signal
from the conversion circuit A is selected.

[0108] The RGBW data output from the selector is tem-
porarily retained in a memory 125. On the other hand, a
maximum data value register 124 retains the maximum
values of the respective color data output during the reten-
tion period.

[0109] The data retention period depends on the backlight
control unit; when the backlight is controlled identically
across the entire screen, the data retention period equals the
display time of one screen (one frame=approximately 16.6
msec). In the case where the screen is split into backlight
control units (split control backlight), the data retention time
equals the time on the basis of each backlight control region.

[0110] It should be noted that since the backlight is
controlled identically across the entire screen in this embodi-
ment, display data corresponding to one screen is retained in
the memory 125.

[0111] After display data corresponding to one screen is
retained in the memory 125, and the maximum data value
for each color within the screen is set in the maximum data
value register 124, a BL luminance control circuit 127
calculates the backlight light-emission quantity on the basis
of the maximum data value for each color, and controls the
light emission quantity of the backlight at the time of
displaying the next screen.

[0112] On the other hand, a BL luminance compensation
data conversion circuit 126 sequentially reads display data in
the memory 125, and after performing data conversion on
the basis of the backlight light-emission quantity signal
input from the BL luminance control circuit 127 so as to
compensate for the backlight luminance, outputs the result-
ant data as the display data for the next screen to the liquid
crystal display section 130 shown in FIG. 1.

[0113] TItshould be noted that when performing conversion
on the backlight luminance compensation data by using the
maximum data value of each color within the image of the
previous screen, it is also possible to omit the memory 125
and input the output from the selector 123 directly to the BL
luminance compensation data conversion circuit 126.

[0114] As described above, according to this embodiment,
by performing RGBW conversion with chromatic changes
only on the white peak display data area, the transmittance
is substantially improved, thereby making it possible to
achieve a substantial improvement in white luminance with-
out causing an increase in power consumption. Further, the
conversion into RGBW data is performed so that the respec-
tive data values becomes as equal and uniform as possible,
whereby extremely low power consumption can be achieved
by the use of backlight modulation. Accordingly, it is
possible to provide a liquid crystal display device capable of
achieving both a substantial improvement in white lumi-
nance and low power consumption.

Embodiment 2
[0115] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 1
except for the requirement described below.

[0116] In a liquid crystal display device according to this
embodiment, with respect to data outside of the white peak
data area, RGBW conversion is not performed and RGB
data is used as it is.
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[0117] That is, in the block diagram of FIG. 8, the RGBW
four-color conversion circuit A121 within the image data
conversion circuit 120 does not actually execute RGBW
conversion but allows RGB data to pass therethrough as it is.

[0118] The RGBW four-color conversion circuit A121
according to this embodiment can thus be made at an
extremely low cost.

[0119] It should be noted, however, that with respect to a
video with no white peak display, the data values of the
respective colors are not necessarily always uniform, and
hence the effect of power consumption reduction due to
backlight modulation becomes smaller.

[0120] However, as in Embodiment 1, the RGBW four-
color conversion circuit B122 performs RGBW conversion
with chromatic changes so that data of respective colors
become uniform. Therefore, as in Embodiment 1, a signifi-
cant power consumption reducing effect can be achieved
with respect to a bright screen with the white peak.

[0121] As described above, according to this embodiment,
data outside the white peak data area is not subjected to
RGBW conversion but is displayed in RGB, thereby making
it possible to reduce the cost of the conversion circuit.

[0122] Accordingly, although the power consumption
reducing effect slightly decreases, a significant power con-
sumption reducing effect can be achieved as in Embodiment
1 with respect to a bright screen including white peak
display data, whereby a liquid crystal display device capable
of achieving both a substantial improvement in white lumi-
nance and low power consumption can be provided at low
cost.

Embodiment 3

[0123] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 2
except for the requirement described below.

[0124] FIG. 9(2) shows the RGBW pixel arrangement in
the liquid crystal display section 130 according to this
embodiment. It should be noted that FIG. 9(1) shows the
normal three-subpixel structure (RGB pixel arrangement).

[0125] In this embodiment, the white subpixel 1344 has a
small surface area relative to the three subpixels of red,
green, and blue, and the pixel arrangement is also different
from those of the two four-subpixel structures 1 and 2
according to Embodiment 1 shown in FIGS. 2(2) and 2(3),
respectively.

[0126] This is because the arrangement for making the
surface area of the white subpixel 1344 smaller than those of
the other three colors is difficult to achieve with the struc-
tures shown in FIGS. 2(2) and 2(3). The wiring structure
with respect to one pixel is close to that shown in FIG. 2(3),
with signal lines being arranged on a color-by-color basis.

[0127] As described in detail above with reference to
Embodiment 1, arranging a white pixel in order to realize the
RGBW pixel structure causes a reduction in the pixel surface
area of the three RGB colors that are originally present,
which means reduced brightness when displaying the pri-
mary colors such as red, green, and blue. Further, the surface
area of the white pixel has a relation with the brightness at
white peak, and the size of the surface area determines the
brightness at white peak.
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[0128] That is, in the RGBW pixel structure according to
this embodiment, by adjusting the surface area of the white
pixel at the time of designing pixels, it is possible to design
the brightness at white peak and the brightness when dis-
playing the respective primary colors.

[0129] Ttshould be noted that in this embodiment, in order
to give priority to the brightness when displaying the respec-
tive primary colors, as described above, the surface area of
the white subpixel is smaller than those of the RGB sub-
pixels.

[0130] Here, the surface area of the white subpixel is set
so that the white peak luminance when the maximum white
peak signal is input is about 20% higher than that of 100%
white displayed in RGB.

[0131] This is because, considering the level setting values
for Hi-Vision television signals (black level: 64, 100% white
level: 940, and maximum white peak: 1019) and the bright-
ness-level characteristics (y=0.45), the maximum white peak
level is about 20% brighter than the 100% white level. That
is, ((1019-64)/(940-64))"(1/0.45)=1.2115.

[0132] Further, the backlight according to this embodi-
ment is a backlight using LEDs (light emitting diodes) that
can be controlled for each of the three primary colors of red,
green, and blue.

[0133] While the light emission quantity of this backlight
is controlled by the BL luminance control circuit inside the
image data conversion circuit as in Embodiment 1, in this
embodiment, the backlight controlling method for the screen
including pixels in the white peak display data area and that
for the screen including only data of 100% white or less
differ from each other. For the screen including only data of
100% white or less, the control is performed individually for
each of the three primary colors of red, green, and blue, and
for the screen including pixels in the white peak display data
area, the three colors of red, green, and blue are identically
handled for control as white color.

[0134] Therefore, as shown in FIG. 10, in the image data
conversion circuit 120 according to this embodiment, the
level detection signal from the level detection circuit 110 is
also input to the BL luminance control circuit 127, whereby
the presence/absence of the white peak is determined on a
screen-by-screen basis.

[0135] From the viewpoint of reducing the power con-
sumption of the backlight, by controlling the three primary
colors of the backlight independently and converting the
display data accordingly, a further reduction in power con-
sumption can be achieved as compared with the case where
they are handled as white at the same level.

[0136] However, when the three primary colors of the
backlight are independently controlled in the case of the
RGBW pixel structure, the light output through the white
subpixel is not necessarily white.

[0137] As in Embodiment 1, the light emission quantities
of the three primary colors of the backlight are calculated
from the maximum data values of the respective colors; if
light exiting the white subpixel is other than white, the light
emission quantity of the backlight or display data must be
calculated again while taking the chromaticity of the light
into account.
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[0138] This calculation must be repeated over and over
until convergence is reached, and causes a very large
increase in the scale of the circuit required for calculation.
Further, the calculation time may become insufficient for
images that must be displayed in real time.

[0139] In view of this, according to this embodiment, for
the screen including display data in the white peak display
data area, data is converted into RGBW and the backlight is
controlled with RGB being collectively handled as white
color, and for other screens, data is not converted into
RGBW and the backlight is controlled with the three pri-
mary colors being controlled independently. Accordingly, as
compared with Embodiment 2, a reduction in power con-
sumption can be achieved even for a screen with no white
peak display data area.

[0140] As described above, in this embodiment, when
displaying data, the control mode of the backlight is
switched in accordance with the presence/absence of white
peak display within the display screen, thereby enabling a
further reduction in power consumption.

Embodiment 4

[0141] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 3
except for the requirement as described below.

[0142] A pixel structure according to this embodiment is
shown in FIG. 11. In this embodiment, the pixel structure is
different from that of Embodiment 3 in that a white auxiliary
pixel area 1345 is included in each of the red, green, and blue
subpixels.

[0143] Tt should be noted that the white auxiliary pixel
area 1345 is not individually driven by a transistor or signal
line but shares the voltage value with other areas within each
of the red, green, and blue subpixels. However, the white
auxiliary pixel area 1345 differs from the other areas in
voltage-transmittance characteristics; the voltage threshold
at which the transmittance begins to increase is high, with a
steep increase of the transmittance thereafter.

[0144] Due to these characteristics, in the case of appli-
cation of a voltage not higher than the threshold for the white
auxiliary pixel area 1345, display can be performed with no
chromatic changes using the RGB pixels, and in the case of
application of a voltage not lower than the threshold for the
white auxiliary pixel area 1345, display with chromatic
changes and with a luminance improving effect using the
RGBW pixels is possible.

[0145] Accordingly, the RGBW four-color conversion cir-
cuit B122 within the image data conversion circuit 120 can
be made extremely small in scale, thereby allowing a
reduction in cost.

[0146] The above-described voltage-transmittance charac-
teristics of the white auxiliary pixel area 1345 can be
realized through optimization of the parameters of the pixel
electrode structure.

[0147] In this connection, FIG. 12 are diagrams showing
a pixel electrode structure according to this embodiment, in
which FIG. 12(1) shows the pixel electrode structure accord-
ing to this embodiment, and FIG. 12(2) shows a pixel
electrode structure according to a normal IPS system liquid
crystal mode.
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[0148] Here, an IPS system is the abbreviation of In-Plane
Switching, and refers to a system in which the light trans-
mittance of liquid crystals is controlled by applying a
voltage within the substrate plane of the liquid crystal
display section. Accordingly, in the pixel electrode structure
shown in FIG. 12(2), two kinds of comb-like electrodes are
arranged in a staggered manner so that a voltage is applied
in the direction parallel to the substrate.

[0149] The reason for bending the comb-like electrodes
without making them linear is to regulate the initial rotation
direction of the liquid crystal molecules, and the reason for
making the bending direction different between the upper
and lower parts is to achieve a so-called multi-domain
structure in which image degradation due to the viewing
angle is cancelled out by making the liquid crystal rotation
directions opposite between the upper and lower parts.

[0150] Inthe IPS pixel structure according to this embodi-
ment, there is provided an area in a part of the comb-like
electrode where the bending angle is set smaller than that in
the other areas. This portion corresponds to the white
auxiliary pixel area 1345 shown in FIG. 12(1).

[0151] The characteristic feature of the IPS pixel structure
is that the voltage-transmittance characteristics are changed
by making the bending angle small, so that the voltage
threshold becomes high and the rate of increase of trans-
mittance thereafter becomes steep.

[0152] Tt should be noted that as in Embodiment 3, the
surface area of the white auxiliary pixel area 1345 is set so
that upon input of the maximum white peak signal, the white
peak luminance becomes 20% higher than the normal 100%
white.

[0153] As described above, according to this embodiment,
within each of the red, green, and blue subpixels, the
secondary white subpixel area with voltage-transmittance
characteristics different from those of the respective subpix-
els is provided. The circuit for RGBW conversion can thus
be made extremely small in scale, whereby a liquid crystal
display capable of achieving both a substantial improvement
in white luminance and low power consumption can be
provided at lower cost. It should be noted that while in this
embodiment the white auxiliary pixel area is arranged at an
end of the screen, the white auxiliary pixel area may be
arranged at the central portion of the screen to achieve the
multi-domain structure also with respect to the white aux-
iliary pixel area.

Embodiment 5

[0154] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 4
except for the requirement as described below.

[0155] FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display device according to this embodiment. In the liquid
crystal display device according to this embodiment, the
input image data is also input to an image data analyzing
circuit 100. The image data analyzing circuit 100 extracts
pixels that are recognized as the white peak from the input
one screen image, and sends the minimum level value of the
white peak data of those recognized pixels to the level
detection circuit 110 as the 100% white display level.

[0156] Unlike in Embodiments 1 to 4, the level detection
circuit 110 does not perform level detection on the basis of
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the 100% white level prescribed by a specific standard but
performs level detection on the basis of the 100% white
display level on a screen-by-screen basis sent from the
image data analyzing circuit 100 and outputs whether or not
the data is white peak display data.

[0157] This is because the 100% white level often varies
according to the kind of the input image data, and moreover
because there are image signals that do not comply with the
assumed 100% white level.

[0158] For example, the value of the 100% white level is
different between the NTSC standard that is an analog
broadcast standard in Japan, and the ITU-R recommendation
705 that is a Hi-Vision broadcast standard. Further, some of
image signals output from a DVD player or the like use the
white peak region as if it were a normal region (this is
particularly the case with video contents of a cinema film
material).

[0159] Under such circumstances, the method of detecting
white peak display data by defining the 100% white level in
advance may result in situations where the luminance
improving effect becomes limited or excessive.

[0160] In view of this, in this embodiment, thete is pro-
vided means (image data analyzing circuit 100) for deter-
mining the 100% white level on a screen-by-screen basis by
performing image data analysis for each screen. Accord-
ingly, the white level can be recognized with greater accu-
racy. thereby making it possible to achieve an image of
higher image quality.

[0161] As described above, according to this embodiment,
the 100% white level is recognized through image analysis
on a screen-by-screen basis, whereby it is possible to pro-
vide a liquid crystal display device capable of displaying an
image of higher image quality.

Embodiment 6

[0162] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 1
except for the requirement as described below.

[0163] FIGS. 14(2) and 14(3) show the pixel structure of
a liquid crystal display device according to this embodiment.
In the liquid crystal display device according to this embodi-
ment, instead of a white subpixel, a light red subpixel 1346,
a light green subpixel 1347, and a light blue subpixel 1348
are arranged in addition to the subpixels of red, green, and
blue. It should be noted that FIG. 14(1) shows the normal
three-subpixel structure.

[0164] As shown in FIGS. 14(2) and 14(3), the wiring for
each one pixel consists of two gate lines 1310 and 1330, and
two common lines 1311 and 1331. When a selection voltage
is applied to the gate line 1310, a voltage is written from
each of the red signal line 1320, the green signal line 1321,
and the blue signal line 1322 into the red subpixel 1341, the
green subpixel 1342, and the blue subpixel 1343, respec-
tively. When a selection voltage is applied to the second gate
line 1330, a voltage is written into each of the light red
subpixel 1346, the light green subpixel 1347, and the light
blue subpixel 1348.

[0165] In this embodiment, the pixel surface area of the
red subpixel 1341, the green subpixel 1342, and the blue
subpixel 1343 is designed to be the same as the pixel surface
area of the light red subpixel 1346, the light green subpixel
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1347, and the light blue subpixel 1348, resulting in a
six-subpixel structure 1 shown in FIG. 14(2).

[0166] Next, FIG. 15 is an internal block diagram of the
image data conversion circuit 120 according to this embodi-
ment. In this embodiment, instead of the RGBW four-color
conversion circuits A and B in Embodiment 1, there are
provided a six-color conversion circuit A1281 for converting
RGB data into six-color data without chromatic changes,
and a six-color conversion circuit B1282 for converting
RGB data into six-color data with chromatic changes.

[0167] As described above with reference to Embodiment
1, the problem with the RGBW pixel structure is the
chromatic change. In Embodiment 1, only the white peak
data area is subjected to conversion with chromatic changes,
thereby making the influence of chromatic changes as incon-
spicuous as possible. However, the influence of chromatic
changes can be made even more inconspicuous if the
chromatic changes with respect to the white peak data area
can be further suppressed.

[0168] To this end, according to this embodiment, the
effect of the white subpixel is realized in the form of split

subpixels in which the respective colors of red, green, and
blue are lightened.

[0169] Accordingly, within the white peak data area, the
portion of display data that must be subjected to conversion
with chromatic changes is reduced, thereby achieving a
further reduction in the influence of color conversion.

[0170] As described above, according to this embodiment,
chromatic changes or variations in the white peak data area
can be further suppressed, whereby it is possible to provide
a liquid crystal display device of a high image quality
capable of achieving both a substantial improvement in
white luminance and low power consumption.

Embodiment 7

[0171] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 6
except for the requirement as described below.

[0172] Inaliquid crystal display according to this embodi-
ment, for data outside the white peak data area, six-color
conversion is not performed and RGB data is used as it is.

[0173] That is, in FIG. 15, the six-color conversion circuit
A1281 within the image data conversion circuit 120 does not
actually execute six-color conversion but allows RGB data
to pass therethrough as it is.

[0174] The six-color conversion circuit A1281 according
to this embodiment can thus be made extremely low cost.

[0175] 1t should be noted, however, that with respect to a
video with no white peak display, the data values of the
respective colors are not always uniform, and hence the
power consumption reducing effect due to backlight modu-
lation becomes smaller.

[0176] However, as in Embodiment 6, the six-color con-
version circuit B1282 performs six-color conversion with
chromatic changes so that data of respective colors become
uniform. Therefore, as in Embodiment 6, a significant power
consumption reducing effect can be achieved with respect to
a bright screen with the white peak.
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[0177] As described above, according to this embodiment,
data outside the white peak data area is not subjected to
six-color conversion but is displayed in RGB, thereby mak-
ing it possible to reduce the cost of the conversion circuit.

[0178] Accordingly, although the power consumption
reducing effect slightly decreases, a significant power con-
sumption reducing effect can be achieved as in Embodiment
6 with respect to a bright screen including white peak
display data, whereby a liquid crystal display device capable
of achieving both a substantial improvement in white lumi-
nance and low power consumption can be provided at low
cost.

Embodiment 8

[0179] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 7
except for the requirement as described below.

[0180] As shown in FIG. 14(3), according to a six-color
subpixel arrangement within the liquid crystal display sec-
tion according to this embodiment, the light red subpixel
1346, the light green subpixel 1347, and the light blue
subpixel 1348 are smaller in surface area than the red
subpixel 1341, the green subpixel 1342, and the blue sub-
pixel 1343.

[0181] As in Embodiment 3, this is to minimize a reduc-
tion in brightness when displaying the primary colors such
as red, green, and blue. It should be noted that, as in
Embodiment 3, the surface area of each light-colored sub-
pixel is set so that the white peak luminance when the
maximum white peak signal is input is about 20% higher
than that of 100% white displayed in RGB.

[0182] Further, the backlight according to this embodi-
ment is a backlight using LEDs (light emitting diodes) that
can be controlled for each of the three primary colors of red,
green, and blue.

[0183] While the light emission quantity of this backlight
is controlled by the BL luminance control circuit inside the
image data conversion circuit as in Embodiment 7, in this
embodiment, the backlight controlling method for the screen
including pixels in the white peak display data area and that
for the screen including only data of 100% white or less
differ from each other. For the screen including only data of
100% white or less, the control is performed individually for
each of the three primary colors of red, green, and blue, and
for the screen including pixels in the white peak display data
area, the three colors of red, green, and blue are identically
handled for control as white color.

[0184] Therefore, as shown in FIG. 16, in the image data
conversion circuit 120 according to this embodiment, the
level detection signal from the level detection circuit 110 is
also input to the BL Iuminance control circuit 127, whereby
the presence/absence of the white peak is determined on a
screen-by-screen basis.

[0185] Tt should be noted that in this embodiment, for the
same reason as described in Embodiment 3, for the screen
including display data in the white peak display data area,
data is converted into six colors and the backlight is con-
trolled with RGB being collectively handled as white color,
and for other screens, data is used in three RGB colors as it
is without six-color conversion, and the backlight is con-
trolled with the three primary colors being controlled inde-
pendently.
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[0186] Accordingly, as compared with Embodiment 7, a
reduction in power consumption can be achieved even for a
screen with no white peak display data area.

[0187] As described above, according to this embodiment,
when displaying data, the control mode of the backlight is
switched in accordance with the presence/absence of white
peak display within the display screen, thereby enabling a
further reduction in power consumption.

Embodiment 9

[0188] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 8
except for the requirement as described below.

[0189] A pixel structure according to this embodiment is
shown in FIG. 17. In this embodiment, the pixel structure is
different from that of Embodiment 8 in that a light red
auxiliary pixel area 1349, a light green auxiliary pixel area
1350, and a light blue auxiliary pixel area 1351, which are
light-colored auxiliary pixel areas for the respective colors,
are included in the red, green, and blue subpixels, respec-
tively.

[0190] Tt should be noted that, as in Embodiment 4, each
light-colored auxiliary pixel area is not individually driven
by a transistor or signal line but shares the voltage value with
other areas within each of the red, green, and blue subpixels.

[0191] However, the light-colored auxiliary pixel area
differs from the other areas in voltage-transmittance char-
acteristics; the voltage threshold at which the transmittance
begins to increase is high, with a steep increase of the
transmittance thereafter.

[0192] Due to these characteristics, in the case of appli-
cation of a voltage not higher than the threshold for each
light-colored auxiliary pixel area, display can be performed
using the RGB pixels without chromatic changes, and in the
case of application of a voltage not lower than the threshold
for each light-colored auxiliary pixel area, display with
chromatic changes and with a luminance improving effect
using each light-colored auxiliary pixel is possible.

[0193] Accordingly, the six-color conversion circuit
B1282 inside the image data conversion circuit 120 can be
made extremely small in scale, thereby allowing a reduction
in cost.

[0194] Tt should be noted that as in Embodiment 4, the
above-described voltage-transmittance characteristics of
each light-colored auxiliary pixel area can be realized
through optimization of the parameters of the pixel electrode
structure. Further, as in Embodiment 8, the surface area of
each light-colored auxiliary pixel area is set so that upon
input of the maximum white peak signal, the white peak
luminance becomes 20% higher than that of the normal
100% white.

[0195] As described above, according to this embodiment,
within each of the red, green, and blue subpixels, the
light-colored auxiliary pixel area with voltage-transmittance
characteristics different from those of the respective subpix-
els is provided. The circuit for six-color data conversion can
thus be made extremely small in scale, whereby a liquid
crystal display capable of achieving both a substantial
improvement in white luminance and low power consump-
tion can be provided at lower cost.
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[0196] While in this embodiment as well each light-
colored auxiliary pixel area is arranged at an end of the
screen, the light-colored auxiliary pixel area may be
arranged at the central portion of the screen to achieve the
multi-domain structure.

Embodiment 10

[0197] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 9
except for the requirement as described below.

[0198] As in Embodiment 5, the block diagram of a liquid
crystal display according to this embodiment is as shown in
FIG. 13. The input image data is also input to the image data
analyzing circuit 100. The image data analyzing circuit 100
extracts pixels that are recognized as the white peak from the
input one screen image, and sends the minimum level value
of the white peak data of those recognized pixels to the level
detection circuit 110 as the 100% white display level.

[0199] Unlike in Embodiments 6 to 9, the level detection
circuit 110 does not perform level detection on the basis of
a predetermined 100% white level but performs level detec-
tion on the basis of the 100% white display level on a
screen-by-screen basis sent from the image data analyzing
circuit 100 and outputs whether or not the data is white peak
display data.

[0200] This is because, as in Embodiment 5, the 100%
white level often varies according to the kind of the input
image data.

[0201] As described above, according to this embodiment,
the 100% white level is recognized through image analysis
on a screen-by-screen basis, whereby it is possible to pro-
vide a liquid crystal display device capable of displaying an
image of higher image quality.

Embodiment 11

[0202] FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display device according to this embodiment. The liquid
crystal display device according to this embodiment is
composed of the level detection circuit 110, the mage data
conversion circuit 120, a VA liquid crystal display section
130", and the backlight 140. The input image data to be
displayed is input to the level detection circuit 110 for level
detection for each pixel data, and the result of the level
detection is output to the image data conversion circuit 120.

[0203] Further, on the basis of the input image data and a
signal from the level detection circuit 110, the image data
conversion circuit 120 converts the image data and outputs
it to the VA liquid crystal display section 130'.

[0204] Here, while the VA liquid crystal display section
130" is composed of a group of pixels having red, green, and
blue subpixels like a normal liquid crystal display, as the
liquid crystal mode for controlling transmission/shut-oft of
the light of the backlight 140, a VA (Vertical Alignment)
type, instead of an IPS type, liquid crystal is used. The
voltage-transmittance characteristics of the VA type liquid
crystal is shown in FIG. 19(1).

[0205] Inthe VA type liquid crystal display mode, like the
IPS type, the transmittance increases as the voltage
increases; however, as indicated by the dotted line in FIG.
19(1), at a transmittance corresponding to a certain voltage
or more, gray scale inversion occurs when viewed laterally
from the side.
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[0206] Here, with respect to the several transmittance
levels indicated by numerals in FIG. 19(1), a diagram
showing viewing angle on the horizontal axis and transmit-
tance on the vertical axis (angle dependency of transmit-
tance) is shown in FIG. 19(2). This diagram is one described
in IDRC' 03 P.65 Uchida. et al mentioned above.

[0207] InFIG. 19(2), in the viewing angle region of about
60 degrees or more, the transmittance of Level 4, which
should be the brightest, becomes lower than the transmit-
tances of other levels, which indicates the occurrence of gray
scale inversion. That is, when the transmittance of Level 4
is used within the image at all times, the resulting viewing
angle characteristics may not necessarily be good.

[0208] In view of this, when using this VA type liquid
crystal mode, normally, a voltage region in which gray scale
inversion occurs is not used, and the transmittance is con-
trolled using regions with voltages not higher than that of
this voltage region.

[0209] Here, in this embodiment, attention is directed to
the white peak characteristics as defined by the NTSC
standard and the Hi-Vision standard that are television
broadcast standards. That is, since there are not a very large
number of pixels having white peak display data within the
screen, even if only those pixels undergo gray scale inver-
sion, image degradation due to the gray scale inversion
should not become very conspicuous.

[0210] On the other hand, since the white peak luminance
as viewed from the front becomes high, an image quality
improving effect can be anticipated.

[0211] Inview of this, according to this embodiment, only
the pixel data of a level higher than the 100% white level as
defined by the NTSC standard or the Hi-Vision standard is
converted into a voltage region with gray scale inversion,
and pixels of a level not higher than the 100% white level are
converted into a level using a voltage region with no gray
scale inversion.

[0212] Accordingly, with respect to the pixels of the white
peak level, although gray scale inversion occurs, the prob-
ability of the gray scale inversion occurring within the
screen is low and a luminance improving effect is attained,
whereby a substantial improvement in transmittance can be
regarded as being achieved.

[0213] Next, data conversion according to this embodi-
ment will be described with reference to FIG. 20. Image data
input to the image data conversion circuit 120 is input to a
data conversion circuit A1291 that performs data conversion
without gray scale inversion and to a data conversion circuit
A1292 that performs data conversion involving gray scale
inversion.

[0214] Then, the outputs from both the circuits undergo
selection by the selector 123 on the basis of a level detection
signal from the level detection circuit 110; if equal to or
lower than the 100% white level, the output of the data
conversion circuit A1291 is output to the liquid crystal
display section 130, and if equal to or lower than the 100%
white level, the output of the data conversion circuit A1292
is output to the liquid crystal display section 130'.

[0215] Here, when the 100% white level of the input
image data as defined by a specific standard, and the
maximum transmittance level with no gray scale inversion
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in the VA type liquid crystal mode differ from each other
(such as when the defined 100% white level is, for example,
1/1.21=82.6%, and the maximum transmittance with no gray
scale inversion is 90% of the maximum transmittance with
gray scale inversion), it is necessary to perform different
data conversion in the respective regions.

[0216] For this reason, it is necessary to prepare two data
conversion circuit systems. It should be noted that since the
defined 100% white level differs among different broadcast
standards as described above, the 100% white level and the
maximum transmittance level with no gray scale conversion
cannot be made the same with respect to all the standards.

[0217] As described above, according to this embodiment,
only the white peak display data area is subjected to data
conversion using the display level with gray scale inversion,
whereby a substantial improvement is achieved in terms of
transmittance to achieve a substantial improvement in white
luminance without an increase in power consumption.

[0218] Ttisthus possible to provide a liquid crystal display
device capable of achieving both a substantial improvement
in white luminance and low power consumption.

Embodiment 12

[0219] This embodiment is the same as Embodiment 11
except for the requirement as described below.

[0220] FIG. 21 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal
display device according to this embodiment. In the liquid
crystal display device according to this embodiment, the
input image data is also input to the image data analyzing
circuit 100. The image data analyzing circuit 100 extracts
pixels that are recognized as the white peak from the input
one screen image, and sends the minimum level value of the
white peak data of those recognized pixels to the level
detection circuit 110 as the 100% white display level.

[0221] Unlike in Embodiment 11, the level detection cir-
cuit 110 does not perform level detection on the basis of a
predetermined 100% white level but performs level detec-
tion on the basis of the 100% white display level on a
screen-by-screen basis sent from the image data analyzing
circuit 100 and outputs whether or not the data is white peak
display data.

[0222] This is because the 100% white level often varies
according to the kind of the input image data, and moreover
because there are image signals that do not comply with the
assumed 100% white level.

[0223] For example, the value of the 100% white level is
different between the NTSC standard that is an analog
broadcast standard in Japan, and the [TU-R recommendation
705 that is a Hi-Vision broadcast standard. Further, some of
image signals output from a DVD player or the like use the
white peak region as if it were a normal region (this is
particularly the case with video contents of a cinema film
material).

[0224] In the latter case, in particular, since there is a fear
of gray scale inversion occurring across the entire screen,
defective image elements increase. In view of this, in this
embodiment, there is provided means (image data analyzing
circuit 100) for determining the 100% white level on a
screen-by-screen basis by performing image data analysis
for each screen.
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[0225] Accordingly, the white level can be recognized
with greater accuracy, thereby making it possible to obtain
an image of higher image quality.

[0226] As described above, according to this embodiment,
the 100% white level is recognized through image analysis
on a screen-by-screen basis, thereby making it possible to
provide a liquid crystal display device capable of displaying
an image of higher image quality.

What is claimed is:
1. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a level detection circuit for detecting whether or not a
level of input image data is higher than a predetermined
level;

an image data conversion circuit for converting input
image data in accordance with a detection signal from
the level detection circuit; and

a liquid crystal display section that receives image data
from the image data conversion circuit, for displaying
an image by pixels of four colors of red, green, blue,
and white.

2. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level as
represented by 100 IRE in the NTSC standard or 940
(nominal peak) in the HDTV 10-bit digital standard.

3. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level as
determined by an image data analyzing circuit that analyzes
input image data.

4. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data of a level equal to or
lower than the predetermined level is conversion in which
chromaticity and luminance are maintained as compared
with those prior to the conversion, and conversion of input
image data of a level higher than the predetermined level is
not necessarily conversion in which chromaticity is main-
tained as compared with that prior to the conversion.

5. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data of a level equal to or
lower than the predetermined level is conversion using three
colors of red, green, and blue, and conversion of input image
data of a level higher than the predetermined level is
conversion using four colors of red, green, blue, and white.

6. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data is conversion using
four colors of red, green, blue, and white.

7. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes four subpixels of red, green,
blue, and white, and wherein the subpixels are equal in
surface area.

8. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes four subpixels of red, green,
blue, and white, and wherein the white subpixel is smaller in
surface area than the other three subpixels.

9. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes three subpixels of red, green,
and blue, each of the subpixels includes a white display
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auxiliary pixel area, and voltage-transmittance characteris-
tics of the white display auxiliary pixel area are different
from those of the other portions.

10. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 9,
wherein the voltage-transmittance characteristics of the
white display auxiliary pixel area are such that a voltage
threshold is high in comparison to the other portions, and
that in a region higher than the high voltage threshold,
transmittance increases steeply.

11. A liquid crystal display device comprising: a level
detection circuit for detecting whether or not a level of input
image data is higher than a predetermined level;

an image data conversion circuit for converting input
image data in accordance with a detection signal from
the level detection circuit; and

a liquid crystal display section that receives image data
from the image data conversion circuit, for displaying
an image by pixels of six colors of red, green, blue,
light red, light green, and light blue.

12. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
11, wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level as
represented by 100 IRE in the NTSC standard or 940
(nominal peak) in the HDTV 10-bit digital standard.

13. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
11, wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level as
determined by an image data analyzing circuit that analyzes
input image data.

14. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 13, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data of a level equal to or
lower than the predetermined level is conversion in which
chromaticity and luminance are maintained as compared
with those prior to the conversion, and conversion of input
image data of a level higher than the predetermined level is
not necessarily conversion in which chromaticity is main-
tained as compared with that prior to the conversion.

15. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 14, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data of a level equal to or
lower than the predetermined level is conversion using three
colors of red, green, and blue, and conversion of input image
data of a level higher than the predetermined level is
conversion using six colors of red, green, blue, light red,
light green, and light blue.

16. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 14, wherein in the image data conversion
circuit, conversion of input image data is conversion using
six colors of red, green, blue, light red. light green, and light
blue.

17. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 16, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes six subpixels of red, green,
blue, light red, light green, and light blue, and wherein the
subpixels are equal in surface area.

18. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 16, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes six subpixels of red, green,
blue, light red, light green, and light blue, and wherein the
light red, light green, and light blue subpixels are smaller in
surface area than the other three subpixels.

19. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 11 to 16, wherein each of the pixels of the liquid
crystal display section includes three subpixels of red, green,
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and blue, the red, green, and blue subpixels respectively
include light-colored display auxiliary pixel areas of light
red, light green, and light blue, which are light-colored areas
with respect to the respective colors of red, green, and blue,
and voltage-transmittance characteristics of the light-col-
ored display auxiliary pixel areas are different from those of
the other portions.

20. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
19, wherein the voltage-transmittance characteristics of the
light-colored display auxiliary pixel areas are such that a
voltage threshold is high in comparison to the other portions,
and that in a region higher than the high voltage threshold,
transmittance increases steeply.

21. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 1 to 20, wherein in addition to converting input
image data, the image data conversion circuit also controls
a light quantity of a backlight.

22. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
21, wherein in the backlight a light emission quantity as
white color is controlled.

23. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
21, wherein in the backlight light-emission quantities of
three colors of red, green, and blue are individually con-
trolled.

24. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
23, wherein in the control of the light quantity of the
backlight in the image data conversion circuit, for conver-
sion of input image data of a level equal to or lower than a
predetermined level, the three colors of red, green, and blue
of the backlight are controlled individually, and for conver-
sion of input image data of a level higher than the prede-
termined level, the three colors of red, green, and blue are
controlled simultaneously.

25. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 21 to 24, wherein the image data conversion circuit
converts input image data so as to make levels of image data
of respective colors uniform.

26. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a level detection circuit for detecting whether or not a
level of input image data is higher than a predetermined
level;

an image data conversion circuit for converting input
image data in accordance with a detection signal from
the level detection circuit; and

a liquid crystal display section that receives image data
from the image data conversion circuit, for displaying
an image by pixels of three colors of red, green, and
blue.

27. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
26, wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level
as represented by 100 IRE in the NTSC standard or 940
(nominal peak) in the HDTV 10-bit digital standard.

28. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
26, wherein the predetermined level is a 100% white level
as determined by an image data analyzing circuit that
analyzes input image data.

29. The liquid crystal display device according to any one
of claims 26 to 28, wherein in the image data conversion
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circuit, conversion of input image data of a level equal to or input image data of a level higher than the predetermined
lower than the predetermined level is conversion into a data ~ level is conversion using also a data range that can cause
range that does not cause gray scale inversion of the input 84y scale inversion of the input image data when observed
image data when observed diagonally as compared with the diagonally.

input image data prior to the conversion, and conversion of ok K F
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