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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display including: a liquid crystal display
panel having liquid crystal cells arranged in a matrix defined
by data lines and gate lines that cross each other, wherein a
thin film transistor is provided in each respective cell adjacent
to a crossing of a data line and a gate line for the respective
cell; a scanning voltage generator to generate at least two
scanning voltages that have different values; a plurality of
gate driving integrated circuits to generate scanning pulses
using the scanning voltages and to supply the scanning pulse
to the gate lines; and

a switching circuit to switch the scanning voltages and to
apply the scanning voltages to the gate driving integrated
circuits.
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1
APPARATUS FOR DRIVING GATE OF
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY AND DRIVING
METHOD THEREOF

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. P2003-74610 filed in Korea on Oct. 24, 2003,
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a liquid crystal display, and more
particularly to a liquid crystal display and a driving method
thereof to prevent deterioration of picture quality.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, a liquid crystal display (LCD) controls a light
transmittance of a liquid crystal having a dielectric anisotropy
using an electric field thereby displaying a picture. To this
end, the LCD includes a liquid crystal display panel for dis-
playing a picture and a driving circuit for driving the liquid
crystal display panel. In the liquid crystal display panel, lig-
uid crystal cells control light transmittance in accordance
with pixel signals to thereby display a picture. The driving
circuitincludes a gate driver for driving gate lines of the liquid
crystal display panel, a data driver for driving the data lines, a
timing controller for controlling a driving timing of the gate
driver and the data driver, and a power supply for supplying
power signals required for driving the liquid crystal display
panel and the driving circuit.

The data driver and the gate driver are separated into a
plurality of integrated circuits (IC’s) that are manufactured as
chips. Each of the integrated drive IC’s is mounted in an open
1C area of a tape carrier package (TCP) or in a base film of the
TCP by a chip on film (COF) system, and is electrically
connected to the liquid crystal display panel by tape auto-
mated bonding (TAB) system. Alternatively, the drive IC may
be directly mounted onto the liquid crystal display panel by a
chip on glass (COG) system. The timing controller and the
power supply are manufactured as a chip and mounted on a
main printed circuit board (PCB).

The drives IC’s connected to the liquid crystal display
panel by the TCP are connected, via a flexible printed circuit
(FPC) and a sub-PCB, to the timing controller and the power
supply on the main PCB. More specifically, the data drive
1C’s receive data control signals and pixel data from the
timing controller mounted onto the main PCB and power
signals from the power supply by way ofthe FPC and the data
PCB. The gate drive IC’s receive gate control signals from the
timing controller mounted onto the main PCB and power
signal from the power supply by way of the PCB.

The drive IC’s mounted onto the liquid crystal display
panel by the COG system receive control signals from the
timing controller mounted onto the main PCB and power
signals from the power supply through the FPC and line on
glass (LOG) type signal lines provided at the liquid crystal
display panel. Even when the drive IC’s are connected, via the
TCP, to the liquid crystal display panel, the LCD adopts the
LOG-type signal lines to eliminate the PCB, thereby having a
thinner thickness. Particularly, the gate PCB delivering a
relatively small number of signals is removed, and signal
lines for applying gate control signals and power signals to
the gate drive IC’s are provided on the liquid crystal display
panel in a LOG type. Thus, the gate drive IC’s mounted in the
TCP receives the control signals from the timing controller
and the power signals from the power supply by way of the
main PCB, FPC, the data PCB, the data TCP, the LOG-type
signal lines and the gate TCP in turn. In this case, the gate
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2

control signals and the gate power signals applied to the gate
drive IC’s are distorted by line resistances of the LOG-type
signal lines, thereby causing quality deterioration in a picture
displayed on the liquid crystal display panel.

FIG. 1 is a schematic plan view showing a configuration of
arelated artlineon glass (LOG) type liquid crystal display. As
shown in FIG. 1, a LOG-type LCD having no gate PCB
includes a main PCB 20 having a timing controller 22 and a
power supply 24, a data PCB 16 connected, via a FPC 18, to
the main PCB 20, a data TCP 12 having a data driving IC 14
connected between the data PCB 16 and liquid crystal display
panel 6, and a gate TCP 8 having with a gate driving IC 10
connected to the liquid crystal display panel 6.

In the liquid crystal display panel 6, a thin film transistor
array substrate 2 and a color filter array substrate 4 are joined
to each other and have a liquid crystal therebetween. Such a
liquid crystal display panel 6 is provided with liquid crystal
cells driven independently by respective thin film transistors,
which are adjacent to where gate lines GL and data lines DL
cross each other. More particularly, the thin film transistor
applies a pixel signal from the data line DL to the liquid
crystal cell in response to a scanning signal from the gate line
GL.

The data drive IC 14 is connected, via the data TCP 12 and
a data pad of the liquid crystal display panel, to the data line
DL. The data drive IC 14 converts a pixel data into an analog
pixel signal and applies it to the data line DL. The data drive
1C 14 receives a data control signal, a pixel data and power
signals from the timing controller 22 and the power supply 24
mounted onto the main PCB 20 by way of the data PCB 16
and the FPC 18.

The gate drive IC 10 is connected, via the gate TCP 8 and
a gate pad of the liquid crystal display panel 6, to the gate line
GL. The gate drive IC 10 sequentially applies a scanning
signal having a gate high voltage VGH to the gate lines GL.
Further, the gate drive IC 10 applies a gate low voltage VGL
to the gate lines GL in the remaining interval excluding a time
interval when the gate high voltage VGH has been supplied.

The gate control signals and the power signals from the
timing controller 22 and the power supply 24 on the main
PCB 20 are applied, via the FPC 18 and the data PCB 16, to
the data TCP 12. The gate control signals and the power
signals applied via the data TCP 12 are applied, via a LOG-
type signal line group 26 provided at the edge area of the thin
film transistor array substrate 2, to the gate TCP 8. The gate
control signals and the power signals applied to the gate TCP
8 are input via input terminals of the gate drive IC 10. Further,
the gate control signals and the power signals are outputted
via output terminals of the gate drive IC 10, and applied, via
the gate TCP 8 and the LOG-type signal line 26, to the gate
drive IC 10 mounted in the next gate TCP 8.

The LOG-type signal line group 26 includes signal lines
for supplying direct current driving voltages from the power
supply 24, such as a gate low voltage VGL, a gate high voltage
VGH, a common voltage VCOM, a ground voltage GND and
abase driving voltage VCC; and gate control signals from the
timing controller 22, such as a gate start pulse GSP, a gate
shift clock signal GSC and a gate enable signal GOE. Such a
LOG-type signal line group 26 is formed from the same gate
metal layer as the gate lines at a specific pad area of the thin
film transistor array substrate 2 in a fine pattern. Further, the
LOG-type signal line group 26 is in contact with the gate TCP
8 at contact portion A, which has a contact resistance. Thus,
the LOG-type signal line group 26 has a larger line resistance
than signal lines on a gate PCB. This line resistance distorts
gate control signals (i.e., GSP, GSC and GOE) and power
signals (i.e., VGH, VGL, VCC, GND and VCOM) transmit-
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ted via the LOG-type signal line group 26, thereby generating
a horizontal stripe and/or stain, which causes a deterioration
of picture quality, such as cross talk in a dot pattern and a
greenish hue.

FIG. 2 is a view for explaining a horizontal line stripe
phenomenon in the liquid crystal display panel shown in FIG.
1. As shown in FIG. 2, the LOG-type signal line group 26
supplying the gate control signals (i.e., GSP, GS8C and GOE)
and power signals (VGH, VGL, VCC, GND and VCOM) is
comprised of first to third LOG-type signal line groups LOG1
to LOG3 between the gate TCPs 8. The first to third LOG-
type signal line groups LOG1 to LOG3 have line resistances
aQ, bQ and ¢ proportional to the line length thereof, respec-
tively, and are connected, via the gate TCP 8 and the gate drive
IC 10, to each other in series. The first to third LOG-type
signal line groups LOG1 to LOG3 generate a level difference
between the gate control signals (i.e., GSP, GSC and GOE)
and power signals (VGH, VGL, VCC, GND and VCOM)
input for each gate drive IC 10. As a result, a brightness
difference is generated between horizontal line blocks A to C
that are driven by different gate drive IC’s and thereby cause
the appearance of a horizontal line stripe 32.

The first gate drive IC 10 is supplied with gate control
signals GSP, GSC and GOE and power signals VGH, VGL,
VCC, GND and VCOM across a line resistance a2 of the first
LOG-type signal line group LOG1; the second gate drive IC
10 is supplied with such gate control signals across line resis-
tances aQ+bQ of the first LOG-type signal line group LOG1
and the second LOG-type signal line group LOG2; and the
third gate drive IC 10 is supplied with gate control signals
across line resistances aQ+bQ+c€2 of the first to third LOG-
type signal line groups LOG1 to LOG3. Thus, a different
voltage drop is generated among scanning pulses VG1 to VG3
applied to the gate lines at the first to third horizontal blocks
A to C driven by different gate drive IC’s 10, thereby causing
horizontal line stripes 32 among the horizontal line blocks A
to C.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a liquid
crystal display and a driving method thereof that substantially
obviates one or more of the problems due to limitations and
disadvantages of the related art.

An object of the present invention to provide a liquid crys-
tal display and a driving method thereof for preventing a
deterioration of picture quality due to signal distortion.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the invention. The objectives and other advantages of the
invention will be realized and attained by the structure par-
ticularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the present invention, as embodied and
broadly described, a liquid crystal display includes: a liquid
crystal display panel having liquid crystal cells arranged in a
matrix defined by data lines and gate lines that cross each
other, wherein a thin film transistor is provided in each
respective cell adjacent to a crossing of a data line and a gate
line for the respective cell; a scanning voltage generator to
generate at least two scanning voltages that have different
values; a plurality of gate driving integrated circuits to gen-
erate scanning pulses using the scanning voltages and to
supply the scanning pulse to the gate lines; and a switching
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4

circuit to switch the scanning voltages and to apply the scan-
ning voltages to the gate driving integrated circuits.

In another aspect, a method of driving a liquid crystal
display having liquid crystal cells arranged in a matrix
defined by data lines and gate lines that cross each other and
a thin film transistor is provided in each respective cell adja-
cent to a crossing of a data line and a gate line for a respective
cell, includes the steps of: generating at least two scanning
voltages having a different voltage from each other; switching
the scanning voltages to generate scanning pulses that have
different voltages; and scanning a liquid crystal display panel
using the scanning pulse.

In yet another aspect, a liquid crystal display includes: a
liquid crystal display panel having liquid crystal cells
arranged in a matrix defined by data lines and gate lines that
cross each other, wherein a thin film transistor is provided in
each respective cell adjacent to a crossing of a data line and a
gate line for the respective cell; ameans for generating at least
two scanning voltages that have different values; a means for
generating scanning pulses using the scanning voltages and to
supply the scanning pulse to the gate lines; and a means for
switching the scanning voltages and to apply the scanning
voltages to the gate driving integrated circuits.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects of the invention will be apparent
from the following detailed description of the embodiments
of the present invention with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1is a schematic plan view showing a configuration of
aconventional line on glass (LOG) type liquid crystal display.

FIG. 2 is a view for explaining a horizontal line stripe
phenomenon in the liquid crystal display panel shown in FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 illustrates a scanning pulse used to reduce an occur-
rence of flicker.

FIG. 4A to FIG. 4C illustrate a process in which the scan-
ning pulse shown in FIG. 3 is applied, via the LOG-type
signal line, to the gate drive integrated circuits.

FIG. 5 is a schematic plan view showing a configuration of
a LOG-type liquid crystal display according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a detailed block diagram of the power supply
shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of the voltage controller
shown in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a waveform diagram of a period control signal
(PCS) applied to the voltage controller shown in FIG. 6.

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of a scanning pulse generator
built in the gate drive integrated circuits shown in FIG. 5.

FIG.10A to FIG. 10C illustrate a process in which the same
scanning voltage is applied to the gate drive integrated cir-
cuits.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 3 illustrates a scanning pulse used to reduce an occur-
rence of flicker. As shown in FIG. 3, a scanning pulse applied
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to gate lines of an LOG-type liquid crystal display according
to an embodiment of the present invention to reduce an occur-
rence of flicker. Flicker is caused as a feed through voltage
AVprises. Such a through feed voltage AVp is more when the
scanning pulse falls.

To reduce the occurrence of flicker, a reduction of the feed
through voltage AVp is required when the scanning pulse
falls. Such a reduction of the feed through voltage AVp is
achieved by a reduction in voltage difference AVg, which is
between a gate high voltage VGH and a gate low voltage VGL
of the scanning pulse, as can be seen from the following
equation (1).

Cgd (L

R — § T
Avp Cgd +Cle + CSIA‘ BAAAA

Cgd represents a parasitic capacitor formed between a gate
terminal and a drain terminal of a TFT. Clc represents aliquid
crystal capacitor connected between the drain terminal and a
common electrode of the TFT. Cst represents a storage
capacitor connected to the drain terminal of the TFT and a
pre-stage gate line. The voltage difference AVg represents a
difference voltage between a gate high voltage VGH and a
gate low voltage VGL of a gate pulse.

The feed through voltage AVp can be reduced by dropping
the gate high voltage VGH to a VDD voltage and thereafter
dropping it into the gate low voltage VGL as shown in FIG. 3,
thereby lowering the feed through voltage AVp as can be seen
from the above equation (1). Herein, AVg, which is a differ-
ence voltage between the gate high voltage VGH and the gate
low voltage VGL, becomes a voltage subtracting the gate low
voltage VGL from the VDD voltage when the scanning pulse
falls. Accordingly, the occurrence of flicker is reduced. How-
ever, a problem occurs when the scanning pulse shown in
FIG. 3 is applied to the conventional LOG-type liquid crystal
display shown in FIG. 1. This problem will be described with
reference to FIG. 4A to FIG. 4C below.

FIG. 4A to FIG. 4C illustrate a process in which the scan-
ning pulse shown in FIG. 3 is applied, via the LOG-type
signal line, to the gate drive integrated circuits. To reduce the
occurrence of flicker, a scanning pulse in which the gate high
voltage VGH falls to a first VDD voltage VDD, as shown in
FIG. 4A, is sequentially applied to a plurality of gate lines
connected with gate drive IC’s 62. However, such a scanning
pulse has a decreased voltage drop due to partial signal loss
caused by the first resistances aQ2 and second line resistance
bQ of the first and second LOG-type signal line groups LOG1
and LOG2 when the scanning pulse is applied to the gate lines
in the second horizontal block B connected to the second gate
drive IC 62. Thus, the gate lines connected with the second
gate drive IC 62 are supplied with a scanning pulse in which
the gate high voltage VGH falls to a second VDD voltage
VDD2 (i.e., VDD2=VDD1+Vcl) that is higher, by a first
direct current voltage Vc1, than the first VDD voltage VDD1,
as shown in FIG. 4B. In other words, although the gate high
voltage VGH should to fall to the first VDD voltage VDDI,
the gate high voltage VGH only falls only to a second VDD
voltage VDD2 due to the partial signal loss caused by the first
line resistance a2 and second line resistance bQ2 of the first
and second LOG-type signal line groups LOG1 and LOG2.
Further, when the scanning pulse is applied to the gate lines in
the third horizontal block C connected with the third gate
drive IC 62, a larger signal loss occurs due to the first to third
line resistances a2 to c€2 of the first to third LOG-type signal
line groups LOG1 to LOG3. Thus, the gate lines connected
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with the third gate drive IC 62 are supplied with a scanning
pulse in which the gate high voltage VGH falls to a third VDD
voltage (i.e., VDD3=VDD1+Vc2) that is higher, by the sec-
ond direct current voltage Vc2, than the first VDD voltage
VDD1, as shown in FIG. 4C. In other words, although the gate
high voltage VGH should fall to the first VDD voltage VDDI,
the gate high voltage VGH only falls to the third VDD voltage
VDD3 that is higher than the second VDD voltage VDD2 due
to signal loss caused by the first to third line resistances
aQ+bQ+cQ of the first to third LOG-type signal line groups
LOG1 to LOG3. Thus, the problem is that a difference occurs
among gate signals VG1 to VG3 applied to the gatelines at the
first to third horizontal blocks A to C driven by different gate
drive IC’s 62 horizontal line stripes 42 that causes a deterio-
ration of picture quality.

FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 show an LOG-type liquid crystal display
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 5 and F1G. 6, the LOG-type liquid crystal display
according to the embodiment of the present invention
includes a liquid crystal display panel 170 for receiving vari-
ous signals from a system 110, a plurality of data TCP’s 150
having data integrated circuits (IC’s) 152 for supplying data
to data lines of the liquid crystal display panel 170, a plurality
of gate TCP’s 160 having gate drive IC’s 162 for supplying a
scanning signal to gate lines thereof, a timing controller 130
for controlling the plurality of data TCP’s 150 and the plu-
rality of gate TCP’s 160 using a synchronizing signal from an
interface circuit 120, and a power supply 190 for generating
voltages supplied to the liquid crystal display panel 170. The
system 110 applies vertical/horizontal synchronizing signals,
a clock signal and a data, via a low voltage differential sig-
naling (LVDS) transmitter of a graphic controller, to the inter-
face circuit 120, and applies a VCC voltage of 3.3V generated
from a power source to digital circuit devices 120, 130, 152
and 162 and the power supply 190 as a supply voltage.

In the liquid crystal display panel 170, a thin film transistor
array substrate 172 and a color filter array substrate 174 are
joined to each other with a liquid crystal therebetween. Such
a liquid crystal display panel 170 is provided with liquid
crystal cells that are each driven independently by a thin film
transistor adjacent to a crossing of a gate line and data line.
The thin film transistor applies a pixel signal from the data
line to a liquid crystal cell in response to a scanning signal
from the gate line. Meanwhile, the gate control signals and the
power signals from the timing controller 130 and the power
supply 190 are applied, via the data PCB 140, to the data TCP
150. The gate control signals and the power signals applied
via the data TCP 150 are applied, via a LOG-type signal line
group 176 provided in the edge area of the thin film transistor
array substrate 172, to the gate TCP 160. The gate control
signals and the power signals applied to the gate TCP 160 are
input, via input terminals of the gate drive IC 162. Further, the
gate control signals and the power signals are output via
output terminals of the gate drive IC 162, and applied, via the
gate TCP 160 and the LOG-type signal line 176, to the gate
drive IC 1162 mounted in the next gate TCP 160. Herein, for
the convenience of explanation, the present embodiment has
three gate drive IC’s 162. However, fewer or more gate drive
IC’s can be used. The LOG-type signal line group 176
includes signal lines for supplying direct current driving volt-
ages from the power supply 190, such as a gate low voltage
VGL, a gate high voltage VGH, a common voltage VCOM, a
ground voltage GND and a base driving voltage VCC; and
gate control signals from the timing controller 130, such as a
gate start pulse GSP, a gate shift clock signal GSC and a gate
enable signal GOE.
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The data drive IC 152 is connected, via the data TCP 150
and a data pad of the liquid crystal display panel 170, to the
data line. The data drive 1C 152 converts a pixel data into an
analog pixel signal to apply it to the data line. The data drive
IC 152 receives a data control signal, a pixel data and power
signals from the timing controller 130 and the power supply
190 by way of the data PCB 140.

The gate drive IC 162 is connected, via the gate TCP 160
and a gate pad of the liquid crystal display panel 170, to the
gate lines. The gate drive IC 162 sequentially applies a scan-
ning signal having a gate high voltage VGH to the gate lines.
Further, the gate drive IC 162 applies a gate low voltage VGL
to the gate lines in the remaining interval excluding a time
interval when the gate high voltage VGH has been supplied.
The gate drive IC 162 is supplied witha VCC voltage 0of3.3V,
for example, as a supply voltage.

The timing controller 130 generates gate control signals for
controlling the gate drive IC’s 162 and data control signals for
controlling the data drive IC’s 152 using vertical/horizontal
synchronizing signals and a clock signal input, via the inter-
face circuit 120, from a graphic controller of the system 110.
Further, the timing controller 130 re-aligns a digital video
data input, via the interface circuit 120, from the graphic
controller of the system 110, and applies the digital video data
to the plurality of data drive IC’s 152. A supply voltage for
driving the timing controller 130 is a VCC voltage of3.3V, for
example, input from a power source of the system 110.

The interface circuit 120 includes a low voltage differential
signaling (LVDS) receiver to lower voltage levels of signals
input from the graphic controller of the system 110 and raises
frequencies thereof, thereby reducing the number of signal
wirings required between the system 110 and the timing
controller 130. A supply voltage for driving the interface
circuit 120 is a VCC voltage of 3.3V, for example, input from
a power source of the system 110. The power supply 190
receives the VCC voltage of 3.3V, for example, input from the
power source of the system 110 by way of a connector (not
shown) thereby generating a driving voltage for driving the
liquid crystal display panel 170. As shown in FIG. 6, the
power supply 190 includes a DC-DC converter 200 for gen-
erating voltages supplied to the plurality of gate drive 1C’s
1621 to 1623 and the plurality of data drive IC’s 152, and a
voltage controller 210 for controlling a first middle voltage
VDD1 supplied from the DC-DC converter 200.

The DC-DC converter 200 raises or drops the VCC voltage
of3.3V, for example, from the power source of the system 110
to generate a voltage supplied to the liquid crystal display
panel 170. The DC-DC converter 200 also includes an output
switching device for switching an output voltage to the output
terminal thereof, and a pulse width modulator (PWM) or a
pulse frequency modulator (PFM) for controlling a duty ratio
or a frequency of a control signal from the output switching
device to raise or drop the output voltage. The pulse width
modulator raises a duty ratio of the control signal from the
output switching device to increase output voltages of the
DC-DC converter 200, or lowers a duty ratio of the control
signal from the output switching device to decrease an output
voltage of the DC-DC converter 200. The pulse frequency
modulator raises a frequency of the control signal from the
output switching device to increase output voltages of the
DC-DC converter 200, or lowers a frequency of the control
signal from the output switching device to decrease an output
voltage of the DC-DC converter 200. The output voltages of
the DC-DC converter 200 includes a first middle voltage
VDD1 of 6V or more, gamma reference voltages GMA1~10
of less than 10 steps, a VCOM voltage of 2.5~3.3V, a VGH
voltage having 15V or more and a VGL voltage having -4V
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or less. Further, the DC-DC converter 200 outputs the first
current voltage Vel and the second direct current voltage
Vc2. Herein, the first direct current voltage Vcl is a voltage
distorted by a line resistance of a line on glass (LOG) type
signal line provided between the first gate drive IC 1621 and
the second gate drive IC 1622. The second direct current
voltage V2 is a voltage distorted by a line resistance of a
LOG-type signal line provided between the second gate drive
1C 1622 and the third gate drive IC 1623. The first current
voltage Vel and the second direct current voltage V2 are set
in advance.

The gamma reference voltages GMA1~10 are voltages
generated by a voltage division of the first middle voltage
VDDI1. The first middle voltage VDDI1 and the gamma ref-
erence voltages are analog gamma voltages applied to the
data drive IC’s 152. The VCOM voltage is a voltage supplied,
via the data drive IC’s 152, to the common electrode provided
on the liquid crystal display panel 170. The VGH voltage is a
high logical voltage of a scanning pulse set to more than a
threshold voltage of the TFT and which is applied to the first
to third gate drive IC’s 1621 to 1623. On the other hand, the
VGL voltageis a low logical voltage of a scanning pulse set to
an off voltage of the TFT and which is applied to the first to
third gate drive IC’s 1621 to 1623.

FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of the voltage controller
shown in FIG. 6. The voltage controller 210 controls the first
middle voltage VDD1 from the DC-DC converter 200 and
applies it to the plurality of gate drive IC’s 1621 to 1623 for
the purpose of preventing the occurrence of flicker and a
deterioration of picture quality. As shown in FIG. 7, the volt-
age controller 210 includes a first voltage multiplier 212 for
outputting a second middle voltage VDD?2 obtained by sum-
ming the first middle voltage VDD1 with the first direct
current voltage Vel input from the DC-DC converter 200, a
second voltage multiplier 214 for outputting a third middle
voltage VDD3 obtained by summing the first middle voltage
VDD1 with the second direct current voltage V2 input from
the DC-DC converter 200, and a voltage selector 216 for
receiving the first middle voltage VDD1 input from the DC-
DC converter 200, the second middle voltage VDD2 input
from the first voltage multiplier 212 and the third middle
voltage VDD3 input from the second voltage multiplier 214
to selectively output them.

The LOG-type liquid crystal display according to the
embodiment of the present invention has three gate drive IC’s
1621 to 1623, the voltage selector 216 applies a pulse to a
period control signal PCS every 5 period, as shown in FIG. 8,
to thereby determine an output sequence of the first to third
middle voltages VDD1 to VDD3. Herein, one period of the
period control signal PCS is total scanning time of the gate
lines provided on the liquid crystal display panel 170. The
voltage selector 216 receives the period control signal PCS to
turn on a first switch S1 during an initial %5 period (1T/3) of
the period control signal PCS. At this time, second switch S2
and third switch S3 are in an off state. Thus, during the initial
14 period (1T/3) of the period control signal PCS, the first
middle voltage VDDI1 is applied to the first gate drive IC
1621. The voltage selector 216 turns on the second switch S2
during the next ¥4 period (1T/3) of the period control signal
PCS. At this time, the first switch S1 and the third switch S3
arein an off state. Thus, during the next ¥ period (1T/3) of the
period control signal PCS, the second middle voltage VDD2
is applied to the second gate drive IC 1622. Further, the
voltage selector 216 turns on the third switch S3 during the
remaining %5 period (11/3) of the period control signal PCS.
At this time, the first and second switches S1 and S2 are in an
off state. During the remaining % period (1T/3) of the period



US 7,898,514 B2

9

control signal PCS, the third middle voltage VDD3 is applied
to the third gate drive IC 1623.

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram of a scanning pulse generator
built in the gate drive integrated circuits shown in FIG. 5. As
shown in FIG. 9, a scanning pulse generator is built in each of
the first to third gate drive IC’s 1621 to 1623. The scanning
pulse generator generates a scanning pulse, as shown in FIG.
3, and sequentially applies it to the gate lines.

The scanning pulse generator includes a first p-type tran-
sistor Q1 connected between a first gate high voltage input
line VGH_IN1 and a gate high voltage output line
VGH_OUT, a second n-type transistor Q2 provided between
the first p-type transistor Q1 and a ground terminal GND, a
third n-type transistor Q3 provided between the gate high
voltage output line VGH_OUT and the voltage controller
210, and a fourth n-type transistor Q4 provided between the
third n-type transistor Q3 and the ground terminal GND.

The first p-type transistor Q1 delivers a gate high voltage
VGH from the first gate high voltage input line VGH_INT1 into
the gate high voltage output line VGH_OUT. Such a first
p-type transistor Q1 is operated in accordance with a thresh-
old voltage of the base terminal thereof. The threshold voltage
is determined by a third resistor R3 provided between the base
terminal of the first p-type transistor Q1 and the second n-type
transistor Q2 and a fourth resistor R4 provided between the
first gate high voltage input line VGH_IN1 and the third
resistor R3. A voltage emerging at a first node N1 between the
third resistor R3 and the fourth resistor R4 is determined by an
operation of the second n-type transistor Q2.

The second n-type transistor Q2 is operated in response to
a clock signal from a clock signal input line CLK input to the
base terminal thereof. The second n-type transistor Q2 has a
threshold voltage determined by a bias voltage of a fifth
resistor RS connected between the base terminal thereof and
the clock signal input line CLK.

The third n-type transistor Q discharges a gate high voltage
VGH on the gate high voltage output line VGH_OUT. The
gate high voltage VGH is discharged into a voltage supplied
from the voltage controller 210 via a pull-up resistor R6
provided between the gate high voltage output line
VGH_OUT and the third n-type transistor Q3. Such a third
n-type transistor Q3 is operated in accordance with a thresh-
old voltage of the base terminal thereof. The first resistor R1
and second resistor R2 are connected to each other and to the
base terminal of the third n-type transistor Q3, that is, a
second node N2. The first resistor R1 and the second resistor
R2 are voltage-dividing resistors. The first resistor R1 is con-
nected to the second gate high voltage input line VGH_IN2
and the second resistor R2 is connected to the fourth n-type
transistor Q4. Resistance values of the first resistor R1 and the
second resistor R2 lower a threshold voltage of the third
n-type transistor Q3 when the fourth n-type transistor Q4 is
turned on while increasing the threshold voltage of the third
n-type transistor Q3 when the fourth n-type transistor Q4 is
turned off. The fourth n-type transistor Q4 is connected to the
clock signal input line CLK.

A scanning pulse generator allows the gate high voltage
VGH to be delivered, via the second n-type transistor Q2 and
the first p-type transistor Q1, into the gate high voltage output
line VGH_OUT when a high state of clock signal is input
from the clock signal input line CLK. More specifically, a
voltage at the first node N1 is discharged into the ground
terminal GND through the third resistor R3 and the second
n-type transistor Q2, so that the first p-type transistor Q1 is
turned on. At this time, since the fourth n-type transistor Q4 is
turned on simultaneously with the second n-type transistor
Q2, the third n-type transistor Q3 goes into a turn-off state.
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Since a voltage at the second node N2 has a lower level than
a voltage supplied from the voltage controller 210 by a volt-
age division of the first resistor R1 and the second resistor R2
as the fourth n-type transistor Q4 is turned on, the third n-type
transistor Q3 goes into a turn-off state.

As described above, the gate high voltage VGH generated
from the scanning pulse generator is applied, via the first
p-type transistor Q1 and the gate high voltage output line
VGH_OUT, to the gate lines. The scanning signal having the
gate high voltage VGH turns on the TFT, and the pixel cell
charges from a data signal supplied via the data drive IC 152
during a time interval when the TFT is turned on. On the other
hand, if a low state of clock signal is input from the clock
signal input line CLK, then the gate high voltage VGH is shut
off by the first p-type transistor Q1. More specifically, as the
second n-type transistor Q2 is turned off by the clock signal,
the first p-type transistor Q1 has a threshold voltage raised
due to the gate high voltage VGH emerging at the first node
N1 by aresistance value of the fourth resistor R4 to thereby be
turned off.

When the fourth n-type transistor Q4 is turned off simul-
taneously with the second n-type transistor Q2, the third
n-type transistor Q3 goes into a turn-on state. Since a voltage
at the second node N2 becomes higher than a voltage level
supplied from the voltage controller 210 by a voltage division
of the first resistor R1 and the second resistor R2 as the fourth
n-type transistor Q4 is turned off, the third n-type transistor
Q3 is turned on to thereby discharge a gate high voltage VGH
at the gate high voltage output line VGH_OUT, via a pull-up
resistor R6 and the third n-type transistor Q3, into a voltage
supplied from the voltage controller 210. Thus, the gate high
output voltage VGH_OUT drops until a voltage supplied
from the voltage controller 210 and thereafter drops into the
gate low voltage VGL. Accordingly, a scanning pulse as
shown in FIG. 3 is generated to be sequentially applied to the
gate lines. Meanwhile, each of the gate drive IC’s 1621 to
1623 receives a gate high voltage VGH from the DC-DC
converter 200 and selectively receives the first to third middle
voltages VDD1 to VDD3 from the voltage controller 210 in
response to the period control signal PCS, thereby applying a
modified gate high voltage VGH to the first to third gate drive
1C’s 1621 to 1623.

FIG.10A to FIG. 10C illustrate a process in which the same
scanning voltage is applied to the gate drive integrated cir-
cuits. First, the first gate drive IC 1621 receives the gate high
voltage VGH from the DC-DC converter 200. Further, the
first gate drive IC 1621 receives the first middle voltage
VDD1 from the voltage controller 210 during an initial %
period of the period control signal PCS. Thus, the first gate
drive IC 1621 generates a scanning pulse in which the gate
high voltage VGH drops into the first middle voltage VDD1
and thereafter drops into the gate low voltage VGL, as shown
in FIG. 10A, during the initial %3 period of the period control
signal PCS. Such a scanning pulse is sequentially applied to
the gate lines connected to the first gate drive [C 1621 to drive
each gate line.

The second gate drive IC 1622 receives the second middle
voltage VDD2 higher, by the first direct current voltage Vel,
than the first middle voltage VDDI1 from the voltage control-
ler 210 during the next %3 period of the period control signal
PCS. Such a second middle voltage VDD?2 generates a volt-
age drop due to the first line resistances aQ2 and second line
resistance b€2 ofthe first LOG signal line group LOG1 and the
second LOG signal line group LOG2 to be reduced by the first
directcurrent voltage Vcl. As aresult, even though the second
gate drive IC 1622 is supplied with the second middle voltage
VDD2 from the voltage controller 210, it results in being
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supplied with the first middle voltage VDD1. Thus, the sec-
ond gate drive IC 1622 generates a scanning pulse in which
the gate high voltage VGH drops into the first middle voltage
VDD1 and thereafter drops into the gate low voltage VGL, as
shown in FIG. 101B, during the next % period of the period
control signal PCS. Such a scanning pulse is sequentially
applied to the gate lines connected to the second gate drive IC
1622 to drive each gate line.

The third gate drive IC 1623 receives the third middle
voltage VDD3 higher, by the second direct current voltage
Vc2, than the first middle voltage VDD1 from the voltage
controller 210 during the remaining %5 period of the period
control signal PCS. Such a third middle voltage VDD3 gen-
erates a voltage drop due to the first to third line resistances
aQ-cQ of the first to third LOG signal line groups LOGT1 to
LOG3 to be reduced by the second direct current voltage V2.
As a result, even though the third gate drive IC 1623 is
supplied with the third middle voltage VDD3 from the volt-
age controller 210, it results in being supplied with the first
middle voltage VDDI1. Thus, the third gate drive IC 1623
generates a scanning pulse in which the gate high voltage
VGH drops into the first middle voltage VDDI and thereafter
drops into the gate low voltage VGL, as shown in FIG. 10C,
during the remaining % period of the period control signal
PCS. Such a scanning pulse is sequentially applied to the gate
lines connected to the third gate drive IC 1623 to drive each
gate line.

Consequently, each of the first to third gate drive IC’s 1621
to 1623 is supplied with a scanning pulse in which the gate
high voltage VGH drops into the first middle voltage VDDI1
and thereafter drops into the gate low voltage VGL even
though a voltage drop is generated due to each of the first to
third line resistances a2, al2+b€2 or aQ+bQ2+c2 of the first to
third LOG signal line groups LOG1 to LOG3. Thus, a differ-
ence is not generated among the gate signals VG1 to VG3
applied to the gate lines at the first to third horizontal blocks
A to C driven by different gate drive IC’s 162. Accordingly,
generation ofhorizontal line stripes among the horizontal line
blocks A to C and thus deterioration of picture quality is
prevented.

As described above, according to the present invention,
each of the gate drive integrated circuits connected to the
LOG-type signal lines is supplied with a different scanning
pulse set in advance. Accordingly, horizontal line stripes are
prevented from being generated among the horizontal blocks
driven by different gate drive IC’s caused by an affect of the
LOG-type signal lines and thus deterioration of picture qual-
ity is prevented.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, itis intended that the present invention cover
the modifications and variations of this invention provided
they come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display, comprising:

a liquid crystal display panel having liquid crystal cells

arranged in a matrix defined by data lines and gate lines
that cross each other, wherein a thin film transistor is
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provided in each respective cell adjacent to a crossing of
a data line and a gate line for the respective cell;

a scanning voltage generator to generate scanning voltages
thathave different values, wherein the scanning voltages
include a gate high voltage that is more than a threshold
voltage of the thin film transistor, a plurality of middle
voltages that is lower than the gate high voltage, and a
gate low voltage that is lower than all the plurality of
middle voltages and the threshold voltage of the thin film
transistor;

a plurality of gate driving integrated circuits to generate
scanning pulses using the scanning voltages and to sup-
ply the scanning pulse to the gate lines; and

a switching circuit to switch the plurality of middle volt-
ages from the scanning voltage generator and to apply
the plurality of middle voltages to the plurality of gate
driving integrated circuits, respectively; and

a line-on-glass-type (hereafter, LOG-type) voltage line
provided on a glass substrate of the liquid crystal display
panel to apply the scanning voltage to the gate driving
integrated circuits,

wherein the scanning voltage generator generates the plu-
rality of middle voltages that have different levels
according to the plurality of gate driving integrated cir-
cuits, respectively,

wherein the plurality of middle voltages are set to be dif-
ferent according to line resistance of the LOG-type volt-
age line connected with the plurality of gate driving
integrated circuits,

wherein the plurality of middle voltages increase as it
increases the line resistance of the LOG-type voltage
line for supplying the scanning voltage to each of the
gate driving integrated circuits, and

wherein the switching circuit divides a period, which is
total a scanning time of all the gate lines, into a plurality
of times corresponding to the plurality of gate driving
integrated circuits, respectively, and supplies each
middle voltage to the each gate driving integrated circuit
during each time, which is a driving time of the each gate
driving integrated circuit.

2. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the gate driving integrated circuit supplies the gate high volt-
age to the gate line during a certain time and thereafter applies
the middle voltage to the gate line, thereby generating a
scanning pulse.

3. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the scanning voltage generator generates the middle voltages
as an nth middle voltage, an (n+1)th middle voltage and an
(n+2)th middle voltage, and the nth middle voltage is supplied
to the nth gate driving integrated circuit during a first time by
a switching of the switching circuit; the (n+1)th middle volt-
age is supplied to the (n+1)th gate driving integrated circuit
during a second time by a switching of the switching circuit;
and the (n+2)th middle voltage is supplied to the (n+2)th gate
driving integrated circuit during a third time by a switching of
the switching circuit.

4. The liquid crystal display according to claim 3, wherein
the first to third time are different time periods.
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