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7) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device comprises at least two insu-
lating layers formed on a first conductive layer, a second
conductive layer formed between the at least two insulating
layers, a first contact hole penetrating an upper insulating
layer of the at least two insulating layers on the second con-
ductive layer, a second contact hole penetrating the at least
two insulating layers and exposing a portion of the first con-
ductive layer, and a contact part comprising a bridge electrode
formed of a third conductive layer for connecting the first and
second conductive layers through the first and second contact
holes. The second contact hole comprises an internal hole
penetrating the at least two insulating layers and an external
hole surrounding the internal hole forming in the upper insu-
lating layers.

8 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to Korean Patent Applica-
tion No. 2006-0011112, filed on Feb. 6, 2006, in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is herein
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
(LCD) device, and more particularly, to an LCD device using
a slit mask capable of substantially preventing the formation
of a backward sloping surface of an insulating layer, and a
manufacturing method thereof.

2. Description of Related Art

An LCD device displays an image by controlling light
transmittance of liquid crystal having dielectric anisotropy
using an electric field. The LCD device is formed by assem-
bling a color filter substrate on which a color filter array is
formed and a thin film transistor (TFT) substrate on which a
TFT array is formed, with liquid crystal disposed between the
color filter array and the TFT array. A common electrode to
which a common voltage is supplied is formed on the entire
surface of the color filter substrate. A plurality of pixel elec-
trodes to which data signals are individually supplied is
formed in a matrix format on the TFT substrate. TFTs for
individually driving the plurality of pixel electrodes, gate
lines for controlling the TFTs, and data lines for supplying a
data signal to the TFT's are also formed on the TFT substrate.

The TFT substrate has a multi-layered structure in which a
plurality of conductive layers and insulating layers are
stacked. For example, a first conductive layer for forming the
gate lines, gate electrodes ofthe TFTs, etc., a second conduc-
tive layer for forming the data lines, source and drain elec-
trode of the TFTs, etc., and a third conductive layer for form-
ing the pixel electrodes, etc., are stacked on the TFT substrate
with insulating layers disposed between the conductive lay-
ers.

A plurality of contact parts for connecting the first and
second conductive layers by using a bridge electrode formed
of the third conductive layer exist on the TFT substrate. The
bridge electrode connects the first and second conductive
layers through a first contact hole exposing the first conduc-
tive layer by penetrating at least two insulating layers and
through a second contact hole exposing the second conduc-
tive layer by penetrating at least one insulting layer. An edge
of an upper insulating layer of the at least two insulating
layers penetrated by the first contact hole may have a back-
ward sloping surface due to over-etching. The backward slop-
ing surface may result in an open defect of the bridge elec-
trode through the first contact hole. Even if the bridge
electrode is not opened, moisture may penetrate through an
unfastened gap of the upper and lower insulating layers and
progressively increases the resistance of the bridge electrode,
thereby lowering picture quality.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An LCD device according to an embodiment of the present
invention comprises at least two insulating layers formed on
a first conductive layer, a second conductive layer formed
between the at least two insulting layers, a first contact hole
penetrating an upper insulating layer of the at least two insu-
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lating layers and exposing a portion of the second conductive
layer, a second contact hole exposing penetrating the at least
two insulating layers and exposing a portion of the first con-
ductive layer, and a contact part comprising a bridge electrode
formed of a third conductive layer for connecting the first and
second conductive layers through the first and second contact
holes, wherein the second contact hole comprises an internal
hole penetrating the at least two insulating layers and an
external hole surrounding the internal hole and formed in the
upper insulating layer. The internal hole of the second contact
hole and the external hole of the second contact hole are
separated from each other by a given distance. The first con-
tact hole and the external hole of the second contact hole have
a gently sloping surface as compared to a sloping surface of
the internal hole ofthe second contact hole. The external hole
of the second contact hole is further extended toward the first
contact hole than in another direction. A sloping surface ofthe
external hole adjacent to the first contact hole is more gently
formed than the other sloping surfaces of the external hole.

The contact part is formed on a TFT substrate comprising
an image display unit consisting of a plurality of subpixels
and comprising a driving circuit for driving the image display
unit.

The image display unit comprises a pixel electrode formed
in a subpixel region, a TFT connected to the pixel electrode,
a gate line for controlling the TFT, and a data line for supply-
ing data to the TFT, and wherein the driving circuit comprises
a gate driving circuit for driving the gate line.

The first conductive layer comprises a gate metal layer
formed on an insulating substrate, the second conductive
layer comprises a source/drain metal layer formed on a lower
insulating layer of the at least two insulating layers covering
the gate metal layer, and the third metal layer comprises a
transparent conductive layer formed on the upper layer of the
at least two insulating layers covering the source/drain metal
layer, wherein the lower insulating layer may be a gate insu-
lating layer and the upper insulating layer may be a passiva-
tion layer.

The source/drain metal layer comprises single or multiple
metal layers in which the molybdenum layer may be con-
nected to the bridge electrode. The image display unit further
comprises a storage line formed of the gate metal layer, and
wherein the drain electrode that is formed of the source/drain
metal layer and is extended from the TFT to overlap the
storage line with the gate insulating layer disposed therebe-
tween and is connected to the pixel electrode formed of the
transparent conductive layer through a third contact hole pen-
etrating the passivation layer.

According to still another embodiment of the present
invention, a method of manufacturing an LCD device com-
prises the steps of forming a first conductive layer on an
insulting substrate, forming a second conductive layer on the
first conductive layer, and at least two insulating layers with
the second conductive layer disposed therebetween, forming
a first contact hole penetrating an upper insulating layer ofthe
at least two insulating layers and exposing a portion of the
second conductive layer, forming a second contact hole pen-
etrating the at least two insulating layers and exposing a
portion of the first conductive layer, and forming a bridge
electrode formed of a third conductive layer for connecting
the first and second conductive layers through the first and
second contact holes, wherein the second contact hole com-
prises an internal hole penetrating the at least two insulating
layers and an external hole surrounding the internal hole and
formed in the upper insulating layer.

Forming the first and second contact holes comprises the
steps of forming a photoresist on the upper insulating layer,
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forming a photoresist pattern by exposing and developing the
photoresist by using a diffraction exposure mask or a half-
tone mask, forming the internal hole of the second contact
hole to penetrate only an upper insulating layer of the at least
two insulating layers by a first etching process through the
photoresist pattern, and forming the first contact hole and the
external hole ofthe second contact hole penetrating the upper
insulating layer by a second etching process through the
photoresist pattern, and exposing the first conductive layer by
extending the internal hole to penetrate a lower insulating
layer of the at least two insulating layers. The first contact
hole and the external hole of the second contact hole are
formed in regions corresponding to a diffraction exposure
part of the diffraction exposure mask or a half-tone transmis-
sion part of the half-tone mask. The method further comprises
ashing the photoresist pattern between the first and second
etching process.

The diffraction exposure part of the diffraction exposure
mask comprises a plurality of slits formed substantially par-
allel to a length of the first and second contact holes. At least
one of a line width, a gap and a pitch of the plurality of slits is
decreased toward an outer side from a center of the first and
second contact holes. The plurality of slits comprises at least
one end having a decreased line width. First slits among the
plurality of slits corresponding to the first contact hole and
second slits among the plurality of slits corresponding to the
second contact hole are separated from each other, and the
second slits are connected to a transmission part correspond-
ing to the internal hole of the second contact hole. The first
slits overlap a portion of the second conductive layer, and the
second slits overlap a portion of the first conductive layer and
do not overlap the second conductive layer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description when taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram schematically showing an L.CD device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 isan internal block diagram of the gate driver shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a detailed circuit diagram of the first shift register
shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a plane view of a contact part within a gate driver
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion,;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the contact part taken
along the line V-V' shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is aplane view of a diffraction exposure mask used
to form a contact hole in a manufacturing method of an LCD
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the TEFT substrate and
the diffraction exposure mask taken along the line VII-VII'
shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a structure in
which a bridge electrode is formed on the TFT substrate
shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a plane view partially illustrating one subpixel in
a TFT substrate according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of the subpixel taken
along the line X-X' shown in FIG. 9; and
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FIG.111s across-sectional view for describing a method of
forming the contact hole shown in FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 11.

FIG. 11s a diagram schematically showing an LCD device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

The LCD device shown in FIG. 1 comprises an image
display unit 16, an LCD panel 10 in which gate drivers 12 and
14 for driving gate lines of the image display unit 16 are
formed. The LCD device comprises a circuit film 26 that
mounts a data integrated circuit (IC) 28 for driving data lines
of the image display unit 16 thereon. The circuit film 26 is
connected between a printed circuit board (PCB) 20 and the
LCD panel 10. The LCD device comprises a timing controller
22 and a power source 24 that are mounted on the PCB 20. In
the LCD panel 10. a color filter substrate is omitted and only
a TFT substrate is shown for convenience of explanation.

In the image display unit 16 of the LCD panel 10, gate lines
GL1to GLm and data line DL1 to DLn are formed in a matrix
structure, and TFTs and pixel electrodes 216 are formed in
subpixel regions defined by the matrix structure. Each of the
TFTs supplies a data signal from one of the data lines DL1 to
DL to a pixel electrode 216 in response to a scan signal from
one of the gate lines GL.1 to GLm. The pixel electrode 216
forms an electric field together with a common electrode of
the color filter substrate according to the supplied data signal,
thereby controlling the liquid crystal on a subpixel basis to
display an image.

The gate drivers 12 and 14 are formed at the outside of both
sides of the image display unit 16, in a non-display region
located at outer sides of the LCD panel 10, and drive the gate
lines GL1 to GLm sequentially. For example, the gate drivers
12 and 14 drive the gate lines GL1 to GLm simultaneously at
both sides of the LCD panel 10 or drive odd gate lines GL1,
GL3, ..., and even gate lines GL.2, GL4, . . . , respectively.
Each of the gate drivers 12 and 14 comprises a plurality of
shift registers SR1 to SRm for individually driving the gate
lines GL1 to GLm as shown in FIG. 2. Each of the shift
resigners SR1to SRm comprises a plurality of TFTs T1 to T7
as shown in FIG. 3. The gate drivers 12 and 14 are formed on
the TFT substrate, together with the TFTs of the image dis-
play unit 16, and a plurality of signal lines and electrodes.

Each of a plurality of data ICs 28 for driving the data lines
DL1 to DLn of the image display unit 16 is mounted on a
corresponding circuit film 26. The circuit films 26 are
attached between the LCD panel 10 and the PCB 20 through
anisotropic conductive films (ACFs). Tape carrier packages
(TCPs) or chip-on-films (COFs) may be used as the circuit
films 26 for mounting the data ICs 28. Alternatively, the data
1Cs 28 may be directly mounted on the TFT substrate of the
LCD panel 10 by a chip-on-glass (COG) method without
using the circuit films 26. The data ICs 28 convert digital data
from the timing controller 22 into an analog data signal by
using a gamma voltage from a gamma voltage generator (not
shown) and supply the analog data signal to the data lines
DL1 to DLn during each horizontal period while the gate lines
GL1 to GLm of the image display unit 16 are driven.

The timing controller 22 mounted on the PCB 20 controls
the data ICs 28 and the gate drivers 12 and 14. A video data
signal and a plurality of data control signals generated from
the timing controller 22 are supplied via the PCB 20 and the
circuit films 26 to each of the data ICs 28. A plurality of gate
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control signals generated from the timing controller 22 is
supplied to the gate drivers 12 and 14 via the PCB 20, the
circuit films 26, and the TFT substrate of the LCD panel 10.
The power source 24 generates a plurality of driving voltages
needed for driving the data ICs 28, the gate drivers 12 and 14,
and the LCD panel 10.

FIG. 2 isan internal block diagram of the gate driver shown
in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 2, each of the gate drivers 12 and 14
comprises the plurality of shift register SR1 to SRm for driv-
ing the plurality of gate lines GL.1 and GLm, respectively.

Output terminals OUT of the plurality of shift registers
SR1 to SRm arerespectively connected to the plurality of gate
lines GL1 to GLm. A start pulse STV from the timing con-
troller 22 is supplied to an input terminal IN of the first shift
register SR1. A scan signal of the gate line of a preceding
stage is supplied to an input terminal IN of each of the second
to m” shift registers SR2 to SRm. A high potential voltage
VDD and a low potential voltage VSS from the power source
24 are respectively supplied to power terminals VDD and
VSS of each of the shift registers SR1 to SRm. A clock CPV
from the timing controller 22 is supplied to a clock terminal
CK of each of the odd shift registers SR1, SR3, . . ., and an
inversion clock CPVB form the timing controller 22 is sup-
plied to a clock terminal CK of each of the even shift register
SR2, SR4,. ... The clock CPV and the inversion clock CPVB
have opposite phases. A scan signal of the gate line of a next
stage is supplied to a control terminal CT of each of the shift
registers SR1 to SRm-1. The clock CPV opposite to the
inversion clock CPVB supplied to the clock terminal CK is
supplied to a control terminal CT of the m™ shift register
SRm. Therefore, the first shift register SR1 outputs the scan
signal to the first gate line GL1 in response to the start pulse
STV and the clock CPV. The second to m” shift registers SR2
to SRm sequentially output the scan signals to the second to
m?” gate lines GL2 to GLm in response to the scan signals of
the shift registers of the preceding stages and to the clocks
CPV and CPVB. Each of the shift registers SR1 to SRm has
the same internal circuit construction.

FIG. 3 is a detailed circuit diagram of the first shift register
SR1 shown in FIG. 2.

The first shift register SR1 shown in FIG. 3 comprises a
first TFT T1 of a pull-up transistor for outputting the clock
CPV to the first gate line GL1 by the control of a node Q, an
output buffer comprised of a second TFT T2 of a pull-down
transister for outputting the lower potential voltage VSS to the
first gate line GL1 by the control of a node QB, and a con-
troller comprised of third to seventh TFTs T3 to T7 for con-
trolling the nodes Q and QB. The first to seventh TFTs T1 to
T7 may be formed of as N-type or P-type transistors. Accord-
ingly, the first to seventh TFTs T1 to T7 can be formed as
N-type transistors, along with the TFTs of the image display
unit 16.

The third TFT T3 causes the node Q to be precharged to the
high potential voltage VDD in response to the start pulse STV.
The precharged node Q is bootstrapped by a coupling phe-
nomenon of a capacitor C responding to the clock CPV and
causes a high voltage of the clock CPV to be output as the scan
signal of the first gate line GL1 through the first TFT T1. The
fourth and fifth TFTs T4 and T5 discharge the node Q to the
low potential voltage VSS in response to the scan signal of the
second gate line GL.2 and to the node QB, respectively. The
sixth TFT T6 is connected to a supplying line of the high
potential voltage VDD as a forward diode type and causes the
node QB to be precharged to the high potential voltage VDD.
The seventh TFTs T7 discharges the node QB to the low
potential voltage VSS in response to the node Q. If the node Q
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is discharged to a low voltage through the fourth and fifth
TFTs T4 and T5, the seventh TFT T7 is turned off and the
node QB is charged to the high potential voltage VDD. The
second TFT T2 is turned on and the scan signal of the first gate
line GL1 is discharged to the low potential voltage VSS. The
second TFT T2 maintains the turned-on state until the start
pulse STV is supplied to the third TFT T3 and the first gate
line GL1 maintains the low potential voltage VSS.

The LCD device according to an embodiment of the
present invention mounts the gate drivers 12 and 14, each
comprising a plurality of TFTs, on the TFT substrate of the
LCD panel 10 using amorphous silicon. Since the gate drivers
12 and 14 are formed by a plurality of mask processes
together with the image display unit 16 of the TF'T substrate,
at least three conductive layers are stacked with insulating
layers disposed therebetween. Moreover, in the gate drivers
12 and 14, there is a plurality of contact parts for connecting
different conductive layers through a bridge electrode. For
example, to the gate drivers 12 and 14, there exists a plurality
of contact parts for connecting a gate metal layer and a source/
drain metal layer with a gate insulating layer disposed ther-
ebetween to each other through a bridge electrode formed of
a transparent conductive layer on a passivation layer.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged plane view of a contact part 120 of
different conductive layers within the gate driver shown in
FIG. 1. FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the contact part 120
taken along the line V-V' shown in FIG. 4.

The gate driver shown in FIG. 4 comprises a pair of TFTs
105 connected in parallel and the contact part 120 connected
to the pair of TFTs 105. The contact part 120 comprises a
bridge electrode 114 for connecting a gate electrode 100 and
asource electrode 104, protruding from the pair of TFTs 105.
The contact part 120 is not limited to the pair of TFTs 105 and
is applicable to all structures in which the gate metal layer and
the source/drain metal layer are connected through the bridge
electrode on the TFT substrate.

The pair of TFTs 105 comprises a gate electrode 100, a
semiconductor layer 102 that overlaps the gate electrode 100
with a gate insulating layer disposed there between. The pair
of TFTs 105 comprises a source electrode 104 and a drain
electrode 106 that overlap the semiconductor layer 102 and
are spaced apart from each other. The source electrode 104
encompasses three sides of the drain electrode 106 that pro-
trudes upwardly and downwardly relative to a center of the
semiconductor layer 102 and is separated from the drain
electrode 106. Two channels comprised of the semiconductor
layer 102 are formed between the source electrode 104 and
the drain electrode 106. Each TFT of the pair of TFTs 105
corresponds to any one of the TFTs T1 to T7 shown in FIG. 3.

The contact part 120 comprises the gate electrode 100 and
the source electrode 104 protruding from the pair of TFTs
105, first and second contact holes 110 and 112 for exposing
the source electrode 104 and the gate electrode 100 respec-
tively, and the bridge electrode 114 for connecting the source
electrode 104 and the gate electrode 100 through the first and
second contact holes 110 and 112.

Referring to FIG. 5, the gate electrode 100 is formed of a
gate metal layer on an insulating substrate 130. A gate insu-
lating layer 132 is formed on the insulating substrate 130 and
the gate electrode 100. The source electrode 104 is formed of
a source/drain metal layer on the gate insulating layer 132,
and a passivation layer 134 is formed on the gate insulating
layer 132 and the source electrode 104. The first contact hole
110 penetrates the passivation layer 134 to expose a portion of
the source electrode 104, and the second contact hole 112
penetrates the passivation layer 134 and the gate insulating
layer 132 to expose a portion of the gate electrode 100. The
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second contact hole 112 comprises an internal hole 112A
penetrating the passivation layer 134 and the gate insulating
layer 132 and an external hole 112B penetrating only the
passivation layer 134. The external hole 112B is extended to
an outer side of the internal hole 112A, only on the passiva-
tion layer 134. The external hole 112B has a wider cross
section area than the internal hole 112A and closer to the first
contact hole 110. The external hole 112B is formed to be
relatively wide to encompass the outer side of the internal
hole 112A. An edge of the passivation layer 134 forming the
external hole 112B is separated from a portion of the gate
insulating layer 132 forming the internal hole 112A and has a
relatively gently inclination angle as compared to the internal
hole 112A. The external hole 112B of the second contact hole
112 is formed by the same mask process as the internal hole
112A, and may be formed together with the first contact hole
110 by using diffraction exposure or semi-transmission to
penetrate only the passivation layer 134. The edge of the
passivation layer 134 forming the external hole 112B has a
sloping surface towards the internal hole 112B. The edge of
the passivation layer 134 is substantially prevented from
being formed having a sloping surface having a backward
direction sway from the internal hole 112B.

The bridge electrode 114 formed of a transparent conduc-
tive layer on the passivation layer 134 is connected to the
source electrode 104 through the first contact hole 110 and
extends along the sloping surface of the external hoe 112B of
the second contact hole 112. The bridge electrode 114 is also
connected to the gate electrode 100 through the internal hole
112A of the second contact hole 112. The bridge electrode
114 is substantially prevented from being opened by the slop-
ing surface of the passivation layer 134 forming the external
hole 112B of the second contact hole 112. The external hole
112B of the second contact hole 112 between the first contact
hole 110 and the internal hole 112A of the second contact hole
112 is formed to have the relatively gently inclination angle
relative to the portion of the gate insulating layer 132 forming
the internal hole 112A as shown in FIG. 5. Therefore, a defect
of the bridge electrode 114 caused by the backward sloping
surface of the passivation layer 134 from the second contact
112 downward toward the first contact hole 110 is substan-
tially prevented.

FIG. 6 is aplane view of a diffraction exposure mask used
to form a contact hole of the TFT substrate according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 7 is a
cross-sectional view of the TFT substrate and the diffraction
exposure mask taken along the line VII-VIT' shown in FIG. 6.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the TFT substrate on which
the bridge electrode is formed.

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, the gate electrode 100, the
source electrode 104 and the drain electrode 106 are formed
by a plurality of mask processes before the passivation layer
134 is formed on the TFT substrate.

The gate electrode 100 is formed on the insulating sub-
strate 130 by a first mask process. The gate electrode 100 is
formed by forming a gate metal layer on the insulating sub-
strate 130 by a deposition method such as sputtering and
patterning the gate metal layer by a photolithography process
using a first mask and an etching process. The gate metal layer
may be a metal such as molybdenum (Mo), aluminum (Al)
and chrome (Cr), or an alloy of these metals in a single or
multi-layered structure. For example, the gate metal layer
may be formed in a double-layered structure of Al/Mo.

The gate insulating layer 132 is also formed on a portion of
the gate electrode 100. The gate electrode 100 is formed on
the insulating layer 130. The gate insulating layer 132 is
formed by a deposition method such as PECVD (Plasma
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Enhanced Chemical Vapor Deposition) and then the semicon-
ductor layer 102 is formed having a double-layered structure
comprising an amorphous silicon layer and an n+ amorphous
silicon layer. The semiconductor layer 102 is patterned by a
photolithography process using a second mask and an etching
process. The gate insulating layer 132 may be formed of an
inorganic insulating material, such as silicon oxide (SiOx)
and silicon nitride (SiNx).

The source electrode 104 and the drain electrode 106 are
formed on the semiconductor layer 102 by a third mask pro-
cess. The source electrode 104 and the drain electrode 106 are
formed as a source/drain metal layer on the gate insulating
layer 132 on which the semiconductor layer 102 is formed by
a deposition method such as sputtering. The source/drain
metal layer is patterned by a photolithography process using
a third mask and an etching process. The n+ amorphous
silicon layer exposed between the source electrode 104 and
the drain electrode 106 is removed by an etching process, and
the n+amorphous silicon layerunder the source electrode 104
and drain electrode 106 serves as an ohmic contact layer. The
source/drain metal layer may be formed of a metal such as
Mo, Al and Cr, or an alloy of these metals in a single or
multi-layered structure. For example, the source/drain metal
layer may be formed in a triple-layered structure of Mo/Al/
Mo. The semiconductor layer 102, the source electrode 104
and the drain electrode 106 may be formed by a single mask
process using a diffraction exposure mask.

By a fourth mask process, the passivation layer 134 is
formed on the gate insulating layer 132 on which the source
electrode 104 and the drain electrode 106 are formed. Further,
the first and second contact holes 110 and 112 are formed in
the passivation layer 134. The passivation layer 134 is formed
by depositing an inorganic insulating layer, such as SiOx and
SiNx, on the gate insulating layer 132 by a deposition method
such as PECVD. The passivation layer 134 and the gate
insulating layer 132 are patterned by a photolithography pro-
cess using a fourth mask of a diffraction exposure mask 150
and an etching process, thereby forming the first and second
contact holes 110 and 112. The first contact hole 110 and the
external hole 112B of the second contact hole 112 penetrate
only the passivation layer 134 by the diffraction exposure of
the diffraction exposure mask 150 and the passivation layer
134 has a relatively gently sloping surface toward the internal
hole 112A. The passivation layer 134 may be deposited at a
rapid deposition rate process—since the sloping surface of
the passivation layer 134 is not formed by an etching process,
the deposition process time of the passivation layer 134 may
be shortened and productivity improved. While a half-tone
mask having a half-tone transmission part may be used in
place of a diffraction exposure part of the diffraction exposure
mask 150, only the diffraction exposure mask 150 will be
described hereinafter.

The diffraction exposure mask 150 comprises an opaque
region P1 in which an opaque pattern 154 is formed on a mask
substrate 152, a transmission region P2 in which a transmis-
sion hole 160 penetrating the opaque pattern 154 is formed,
and a diffraction exposure region P3 in which a plurality of
slits 156 and 158 penetrating the opaque pattern 154 is
formed. The internal hole 112A of the second contact hole
112 is formed in a region corresponding to the transmission
region P2 of the diffraction exposure mask 150. The first
contact hole 110 and the external hole 112B of the second
contact hole 112 are formed in regions corresponding to the
diffraction exposure region P3. The passivation layer 134 is
formed in a region corresponding to the opaque region P1.
The slits 156 and 158 formed in the diffraction exposure
region P3 are designed such that at least any one a width, gap
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and pitch thereof is gradually decreased toward an outer side
of the first and second contact holes 110 and 112 to gradually
reduce the amount of exposure. Portions of the passivation
layer 134 forming the first contact hole 110 and the external
hole 112B of the second contact hole 112 having gently
sloping surfaces.

For example, the plurality of slits 156 of the diffraction
exposure mask 150 for forming the first contact hole 110 is
formed in parallel with a length of the first and second contact
holes 110 and 112. The plurality of second slits 158 for
forming the external hole 112B ofthe second contact hole 112
is formed to be longitudinally extended from the transmission
hole 160 for forming the internal hole 112A. The first and
second slits 156 and 158 are spaced apart from each other,
wherein an edge of the source electrode 104 is disposed there
between as shown in FIG. 6. The first slits 156 are formed
within an area of the source electrode 104 so as not to exceed
the area of the source electrode 104. The gate insulating layer
132 under the source electrode 104 is substantially prevented
from being undercut by an overetch by an exposure of the
edge of the source electrode 104 during an etching process up
to the gate insulating layer 132. A middle portion of the first
slits 156 have a first width and ends portions 156 A and 156B
have a second width less than the first width. One or more of
the line width, gap and pitch of the first slits 156 is decreased
toward an outer side from a center of the first contact hole 110
in a width direction of the first slits 156 so that the portion of
the passivation layer 134 forming the first contact hole 110
has a relatively gently sloping surface. Each of the second
slits 158 extended from the transmission hole has a third
widthand end portions 158A thereof opposite the first slit 156
have a forth width less than the third width. One or more of the
line width, gap and pitch of the second slits 158 is decreased
toward an outer side from a center of the second contact hole
112 in a width direction of the second slits 158 so that the
passivation layer 134 encompassing the second contact hole
112 has a relatively gently sloping surface. The second slits
158 may be extended to overlap the edge of the gate electrode
100. The second slits 158 do not extend to overlap the source
electrode 104.

A photoresist (not shown) is deposited on the passivation
layer 134 and photoresist patterns having different thick-
nesses are formed in regions corresponding to the opaque
region P1 and the diffraction exposure region P3 by exposure
and development using the diffraction exposure mask 150.
The photoresist pattern corresponding to the diffraction expo-
sure region P3 has a thinner thickness than that corresponding
to the opaque region P1. The internal hole 112A of the second
contact hole 112 penetrating the passivation layer 134 is
formed by a first dry etching process using these photoresist
patterns as a mask. Thereafter, the photoresist patterns are
ashed to remove the photoresist pattern having a relatively
thin thickness, thereby reducing the entire thickness. By a
second dry etching process using the remaining photoresist
pattern as a mask, the first contact hole 110 and the external
hole 112B of the second contact hole 112 penetrating the
passivation layer 134 are formed, and the internal hole 112A
is extended to penetrate the gate insulating layer 132. The first
dry etching process, the ashing process of the photoresist
pattern and the second dry etching process may be succes-
sively implemented in the same chamber. The first contact
hole 110 exposing the source electrode 104 is formed by the
second dry etching process, wherein even if the source elec-
trode 104 is formed in atriple-layered structure of Mo/Al/Mo,
the upper Mo layer is substantially prevented from being
etched. Therefore, the upper Mo layer need not be formed
thicker than about 1000 A to prevent the Al layer from being
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exposed, and a deposition time can be shortened by lowering
the deposition thickness of the upper Mo layer to about a half
or under about less than 500 A, thereby improving produc-
tivity. The remaining photoresist pattern is removed by a
photoresist strip process.

Referring to FIG. 8, the bridge electrode 114 for connect-
ing the source electrode 104 and the gate electrode 100 thor-
ough the first and second contact holes 110 and 112 is formed
by a fifth mask process. The bridge electrode 114 is formed by
forming a transparent conductive layer on the passivation
layer 134 by a deposition method such as sputtering and
patterning the transparent conductive layer by a photolithog-
raphy process using a fifth mask and an etching process. As
the transparent conductive layer, [TO (Indium Tin Oxide), TO
(Tin Oxide), 170 (Indium Zinc Oxide), ITZO (Indium Tin
Zinc Oxide), ZO (Zinc Oxide) etc., may be used.

The LCD device and the manufacturing method thereof
according to an embodiment of the present invention form the
first contact hole 110 and the external hole 112B of the second
contact hole 112 penetrating the passivation layer 134 by
using the diffraction exposure or half-tone mask. The first
contact hole 110 and the external hole 112B of the second
contact hole 112 are formed by the same mask process as the
internal hole 112A of the second contact hole 112 penetrating
the passivation layer 134 and the gate insulating layer 132 and
the passivation layer 134 has a relatively gently sloping sur-
face. Then an open defect or a progressive open defect of the
bridge electrode 114 through the first and second contact
holes 110 and 112 is substantially prevented and the deposi-
tion process time may be shortened by depositing the passi-
vation layer 134 at a high speed, thereby improving the pro-
ductivity.

FIG. 9 is a plane view partially illustrating one subpixel in
a TFT substrate according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of the
subpixel taken along the line X-X' shown in FIG. 9. FIG. 11
is a cross-sectional view of a mask for forming the contact hoe
shown in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, a subpixel comprises a pixel
electrode 216 formed in a subpixel region defined by an
intersection of a gate line 202 and a data line 204, and a TFT
connected between the gate line 202, the data line 204 and the
pixel electrode 216.

The gate line 202 and the data line 204 are formed on the
insulating substrate 130 with a gate insulating layer 132 dis-
posed there between. Each subpixel region is divided by a
matrix structure of the gate line 202 and the data line 204. A
storage line 220 crosses the data line 204 with the gate insu-
lating layer 132 disposed therebetween on the insulating sub-
strate 130, substantially parallel to the gate line 202.

The TFT comprises a gate electrode 206 comprised in the
gate line 202, a drain electrode 210 connected to the data line
204, a source electrode 212 connected to the pixel electrode
216, and a semiconductor layer 208 connected to the drain
electrode 210 and to the source electrode 212. The semicon-
ductor layer 208 comprises an active layer 208A for forming
a channel between the drain electrode 210 and the drain
electrode 212, and an ohmic contact layer 208B for an ohmic
contact of each of the active layer 208A, the drain electrode
210 and drain electrode 212.

The pixel electrode 216 is formed on a passivation layer
134 covering the TFT and is connected to the source electrode
212 through a third contact hole 214 penetrating the passiva-
tion layer 134. The source electrode 212 is extended from the
TFT to form a storage capacitor Cst together with a storage
line 220 and overlaps the storage line 220 with the gate
insulating layer 132 dispose there between. The third contact
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hole 214 penetrating the passivation layer 134 is formed on an
overlapping part of the storage line 220 and the source elec-
trode 212, and is connected to the pixel electrode 216.

The image display unit of the TFT substrate having the
above-mentioned configuration is formed together with the
above-mentioned gate drivers.

A gate metal pattern comprising the gate line 202, the gate
electrode 206 and the storage line 220 is formed on the insu-
lating substrate 130 by a first mask process. By a second mask
process, the gate insulating layer 132 is formed, and the
semiconductor layer 208, on which the active layer 208A
formed of an amorphous silicon layer and the ohmic contact
layer 208B formed of an n+ amorphous silicon layer are
deposited, is formed on the gate insulating layer 132. A
source/drain metal pattern comprising the data line 204, the
drain electrode 210 and the source electrode 212 are formed
by a third mask process. By a fourth mask process, the pas-
sivation layer 134 and the third contact hole 214 penetrating
the passivation layer 134 are formed. The pixel electrode 216
connected to the source electrode 212 through the third con-
tact hole 214 is formed by a fifth mask process.

The third contact hole 214 is formed in a region corre-
sponding to the diffraction exposure part P3 in which the
plurality of slits 156 of the diffraction exposure mask 150 is
formed. The third contact hole 214 is formed by the same
mask process as the first and second contact holes 110 and
112 of the contact part 120 as described with reference to
FIGS. 6 and 7 and is formed in a region corresponding to the
diffraction exposure part or half-tone transmission part simi-
lar to the first contact hole 110. A photoresist pattern thinner
than that of an opaque region P1 is formed on the passivation
layer 134 of a portion that is to form the third contact hole 214
by exposure and development using the diffraction exposure
mask 150. The thin photoresist pattern is removed by an
ashing process after a first dry etching process for forming the
internal contact hole 112A of the second contact hole 112,
and the third contact hole 214 penetrating only the passivation
layer 134 is formed by a second dry etching process. The third
contact hole 214 exposing the source electrode 212 is formed
by the second dry etching process, where even if the source
electrode 212 is formed in a triple-layered structure of Mo/ Al/
Mo, the upper Mo layer is substantially prevented from being
etched. Since the upper Mo layer may be formed to have a
thickness less than about 1000 A and substantially prevent the
Al layer from being exposed, a deposition time can be short-
ened by lowering the deposition thickness of the upper Mo
layer to about less than 500 A, thereby improving productiv-
ity. Moreover, since the upper Mo layer of the source elec-
trode 212 of the source/drain metal layer is substantially
prevented from being overetched during formation of the
third contact hole 214, a defect point of a layer, such as a pin
hole, caused by an overetch of the source/drain metal layer is
substantially prevented. A short defect capable of connecting
the drain electrode 212 to the storage line 220 by the pixel
electrode 216 by extending the pinhole of the source/drain
metal layer up to the gate insulating layer 132 by the perme-
ation of an etchant is substantially prevented. Even if the
contact hole exposing the source/drain metal layer is formed
in an overlapping part of the gate metal layer and the source/
drain metal layer with the gate insulating layer disposed there
between, a short defect between the source/drain metal layer
and the gate metal layer caused by an overetch of the source/
drain metal layer is substantially prevented.

The LCD device and the manufacturing method thereof
according to an embodiment of the present invention form the
contact hole penetrating the passivation layer and the external
hole out of the contact hole penetrating the passivation layer
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134 and the gate insulating layer by using the diffraction
exposure or half-tone mask, and use the same mask process as
the internal hole out of the contact hole penetrating the pas-
sivation layer and the gate insulating layer and cause the
passivation layer to have a gently sloping surface. The sloping
surface of the passivation layer slopes towards the internal
hole, wherein the open defect of the bridge electrode through
the contact holes is substantially prevented and productivity
is improved. Further, since a progressive open defect is sub-
stantially prevented, picture quality is improved and the pro-
ductivity is increased by a fast deposition of the passivation
layer.

Furthermore, the LCD device and the manufacturing
method thereof according to an embodiment of the present
invention form the contact hole penetrating the passivation
layer by using the diffraction exposure or half-tone transmis-
sion, thereby substantially preventing the source/drain metal
layer from being overetched while the contact hole is formed.
Even if a triple structure of Mo/Al/Mo is applied to the
source/drain metal layer, the upper Mo layer can be deposited
to be thin and productivity may be improve due to a decrease
in the deposition time of the upper Mo layer. Moreover, a
short defect caused by an overetch of the source/drain metal
layer is substantially prevented while the contact hole expos-
ing the source/drain metal layer is formed at an overlapping
part of the gate metal layer and the source/drain metal layer.

While the invention has been shown and described with
reference to embodiments thereof, it will be understood by
those skilled in the art that various changes in form and details
may be made therein without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

at least two insulating layers formed on a first conductive
layer;

a second conductive layer formed between the at least two
insulating layers;

a first contact hole penetrating an upper insulating layer of
the at least two insulating layers and exposing a portion
of the second conductive layer;

asecond contact hole penetrating the at least two insulating
layers and exposing a portion of the first conductive
layer; and

a contact part comprising a bridge electrode formed of a
third conductive layer to electrically connect the first
conductive layer to the second conductive layer through
the first and second contact holes,

wherein the second contact hole comprises an internal hole
penetrating the at least two insulating layers and an
external hole surrounding the internal hole and formed
in the upper insulating layer,

wherein the internal hole of the second contact hole and the
external hole of the second contact hole are separated
from each other by a given distance,

wherein the first contact hole and the external hole of the
second contact hole have a gently sloping surface as
compared to a sloping surface of the internal hole of the
second contact hole.

2. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein the external hole of the second contact hole is further
extended toward the first contact hole than in another direc-
tion.

3. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 2,
wherein a sloping surface of the external hole adjacent to the
first contact hole is more gently formed than other sloping
surfaces of the external hole.
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4. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 3,
wherein the contact part is formed on a thin film transistor
substrate comprising an image display unit consisting of a
plurality of subpixels and comprising a driving circuit for
driving the image display unit.

5. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 4,
wherein the image display unit comprises a pixel electrode
formed in a subpixel region, a thin film transistor connected to
the pixel electrode, a gate line for controlling the thin film
transistor, and a data line for supplying data to the thin film
transistor, and wherein the driving circuit comprises a gate
driving circuit for driving the gate line.

6. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 5,
wherein the first conductive layer comprises a gate metal
layer formed on an insulating substrate, the second conduc-
tive layer comprises a source/drain metal layer formed on a
lower insulating layer of the at least two insulating layers
covering the gate metal layer, and the third conductive layer
comprises a transparent conductive layer formed on the upper
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insulating layer covering the source/drain metal layer,
wherein the lower insulating layer is a gate insulating layer
and the upper insulating layer is a passivation layer.

7. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 6,
wherein the source/drain metal layer comprises double metal
layers in which at least an aluminum layer and a molybdenum
layer are stacked, and the molybdenum layer is connected to
the bridge electrode.

8. The liquid crystal display device according to claim 7,
wherein the image display unit further comprises a storage
line formed of the gate metal layer, and wherein the source
electrode that is formed of the source/drain metal layer and is
extended from the thin film transistor to overlap the storage
line with the gate insulating layer disposed therebetween and
is connected to the pixel electrode formed of the transparent
conductive layer through a third contact hole penetrating the
passivation layer.
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