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The present application is a continuation application of
U.S. Ser. No. 08/891,751, filed Jul. 14, 1997 pending, which
is a continuation-in-part application of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 08/770,373 filed Nov. 29, 1996 which is
currently pending.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
and more particularly relates to a liquid crystal driver
capable of enlarging and displaying a low resolution image
signal on a liquid crystal panel.

2. Description of Related Art

A description of a related liquid crystal display will be
given using FIG. 2 to FIG. 5.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a related liquid crystal driver.
FIG. 3 is a timing chart showing the operation of a related
liquid crystal driver. FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are block dia-
grams of liquid crystal displays employing related liquid
crystal drivers.

In FIG. 2, numeral 101 indicates a data bus for transmit-
ting display data. Numeral 102 indicates a clock CL2
synchronized with the display data of the display data bus
101. Further, numeral 103 indicates a display data capture
start signal El, numeral 104 indicates a horizontal synchro-
nization signal CL1 generated every horizontal period and
numeral 105 indicates a reference gradation voltage that is
a reference for a gradation voltage outputted by this liquid
crystal driver. Moreover, numeral 201 indicates a shift
register, numeral 202 indicates a latch signal group gener-
ated by the shift register 201, numeral 203 indicates a data
latch, numeral 204 indicates a data bus for transmitting line
data outputted by the data latch 203, numeral 205 indicates
a line data latch for simultaneously capturing line data
transmitted by the data bus 204, numeral 206 indicates a data
bus for transmitting line data outputted by the line data latch
205, numeral 207 indicates a gradation voltage generator for
generating a gradation voltage from the data bus 206 and the
reference gradation voltage 105 and numeral 208 indicates
a signal line group (hereinafter referred to as a “drain line
group”) for transmitting the gradation voltage generated by
the gradation voltage generator 207.

In FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B, numeral 401 indicates a data bus
for transmitting display data supplied from a system (not
shown in the drawings) and a synchronization signal.
Numeral 402 indicates a controller for generating display
data and timing signals etc. for liquid crystal driving use
based on display data and synchronization signals transmit-
ted via the data bus 401. Further, numeral 403 indicates a
liquid crystal driver, numeral 404 and 404' indicate scanning
drivers, numeral 405 indicates a power supply and numeral
406 and 406' indicate liquid crystal panels. Moreover,
numeral 407 indicates a data bus for transmitting liquid
crystal display data and timing signals supplied to the liquid
crystal driver 403 from the controller 402, numeral 408
indicates a data bus for transmitting signals for controlling
the scanning driver 404 and numeral 409 indicates a signal
line for transmitting an alternating signal supplied to the
power supply 405. Numeral 410 indicates a signal line group
(hereinafter referred to as a “drain line group”) for trans-
mitting gradation voltages generated by the liquid crystal
driver 403. Numeral 411 indicates a signal line group
(hereinafter referred to as a “gate line group™) for transmit-
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2

ting line select/de-select voltages generated by the scanning
driver 404. Numeral 412 indicates a power supply line for
transmitting a reference voltage for the line select/de-select
voltage generated by the power supply 405 to the scanning
driver 404. Numeral 413 indicates a power supply line for
transmitting a voltage that is a reference for the gradation
voltages generated by the liquid crystal driver 403. Numeral
414 indicates a power supply line for providing a voltage to
opposing electrodes of the liquid crystal panel 406. Numeral
418 indicates supplementary capacitors provided in order to
prevent voltage leakage from the liquid crystal 417.
Numeral 415 indicates a power supply line for supplying a
voltage to the supplementary capacitors 418 of the liquid
crystal panel 406. Numeral 416 indicates a “Thin Film
Transistor” (hereinafter abbreviated to “TFT”) for carrying
out a switching operation. Numeral 417 indicates a liquid
crystal which is described as a condenser.

The details of the liquid crystal display of FIG. 4A are
described based on FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. Here, a description is
given with a 640 pixel portion of valid display data being
transmitted to the liquid crystal driver.

When the display data capture start signal 103 is valid, the
shift register 201 sequentially puts the latch signal group 202
to valid (refer to FIG. 3) in accordance with the clock 102
synchronized with the display data to be transmitted by the
display data bus 101.

The data latch 203 then captures the display data by
sequentially latching the display data transmitted via the
display data bus 101 in accordance with the latch signal
group 202. The display data stored at the data latch 203 also
appears at the data bus 204 as shown in FIG. 3 because the
latch signal group 202 is generated in synchronization with
the display data transmitted via the display data bus 101.

When the horizontal synchronization signal 104 becomes
valid, the line data latch 205 simultancously captures the
display data stored at the data latch 203 via the data bus 204.
The line data latch 205 then transmits this captured display
data to the gradation voltage generator 207 via the data bus
206. The gradation voltage generator 207 then generates
gradation voltages in response to this display data and
outputs the gradation voltage via the drain line group 208
(410).

When one horizontal line portion of display data is stored
at the line data latch 205, the shift register 201 and the data
latch 203 start the operation to catch display data for the next
line. The above operation is then sequentially repeated
during displaying.

The conditions for the liquid crystal driver of this related
example to carry out displaying will be described together
with a further driving circuit using FIG. 4A.

In FIG. 4A, the controller 402 converts the display data
and synchronization signal transmitted from the system bus
401 into display data for liquid crystal driver use and each
of the various timing signals and supplies this data and the
various signals to the appropriate parts. The liquid crystal
driver 403 then captures the display data in sequence and
generates and outputs a gradation voltage corresponding to
display data for one horizontal line portion. The liquid
crystal driver 403 has already been described using FIG. 2
and FIG. 3.

The scanning driver 404 applies a sclect voltage or
de-select voltage to the gate line group 411 in synchroniza-
tion with the output of the gradation voltage, i.e. the scan-
ning driver 404 applies a select voltage to the gate line
connected to the first line while the liquid crystal driver 403
outputs a gradation voltage corresponding to the display data
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of the first line, with a de-select voltage being applied to gate
lines of the remaining lines. TFTs 416 of pixel parts for the
first line then become selected and a gradation voltage
transmitted via a signal line of the drain line group 410 is
applied to liquid crystals 417 and supplementary capacitors
418 of pixels of the first line.

Next, a select voltage is applied to the gate line connected
to the second line when the liquid crystal driver 403 outputs
a gradation voltage corresponding to display data for a
second line. The gradation voltage is therefore applied to the
TFTs of the pixels for the second line in the same way as for
the first line. A de-select voltage is then applied to the gate
lines of the first line and the remaining lines. The TFT 416
of the first line therefore goes off and the load (ie. the
applied gradation voltages) accumulated at the liquid crystal
417 and supplementary capacitors 418 for each of the pixel
parts is stored.

Gradation voltages corresponding to display data for one
picture portion can then be applied to all of the pixel parts
by repeating the above operation while sequentially chang-
ing the line to which a select voltage is applied.

The operation of the related liquid crystal display shown
in FIG. 4B is also basically the same as the liquid crystal
display of FIG. 4A. However, with the liquid crystal panel
406' utilized in the liquid crystal display of FIG. 4B, the
supplementary capacitors 417 of the pixel parts put on by the
TFT 416 are connected to a separate neighboring gate line
and a selection voltage therefore cannot be applied simul-
taneously to two neighboring gate lines.

With related liquid crystal displays, however, the picture
becomes unsightly when the resolution of inputted valid
display data and the resolution of the liquid crystal panel do
not coincide. This problem is described in detail using FIG.
5.

In the example shown in FIG. 5, valid display data of 640
horizontal pixels and 480 vertical lines is shown on a liquid
crystal display having 1024 horizontal pixels and 768 ver-
tical lines.

As only a 640 pixel portion of display data is transmitted
in the horizontal direction, the shift register 201 (refer to
FIG. 2) of the liquid crystal driver 403 only puts a 640 pixel
portion of the latch signal group 202 as being valid. Portions
corresponding to latch signal groups 202 thereafter for the
data latch 203, line data latch 205 and gradation voltage
generator 207 are therefore not inputted as valid display
data. Displaying is therefore not possible for regions for
which this latch signal is not valid.

Further, only a 480 line portion of display data is trans-
mitted in the vertical direction. Display data for the follow-
ing frame therefore gets transmitted during the operation of
selecting the gate lines of the lower part of the displayed
picture. The image to be displayed at the upper part of the
picture in the next frame therefore gets displayed at the
lower part of the picture for the current frame, causing a
problem.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore the object of the present invention to
provide a liquid crystal display device capable of enlarging
and displaying display data with a high picture quality even
when the display data inputted is of a lower resolution than
a liquid crystal panel.

In order to achieve the aforementioned object, in a first
aspect of the present invention there is provided a liquid
crystal display device comprising a liquid crystal panel with
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pixel parts equipped with liquid crystals being arranged in M
rows and N columns; a liquid crystal driver, inputted with
display data, for generating a liquid crystal apply voltage in
response to the inputted display data and applying the liquid
crystal apply voltage to columns of the pixel parts corre-
sponding to the display data; and a scanning driver, for
sequentially selecting any one of the rows, applying a select
voltage to a pixel part of a row selected at this time and
applying a de-select voltage to pixel parts of rows not
selected at this time, the liquid crystal driver being equipped
with a plurality of drain signal lines for outputting the liquid
crystal apply voltage; storage means, having a plurality of
storage element groups provided every drain signal line for
capturing and storing the display data at specially decided
times and for simultaneously outputting the stored display
data; and a voltage generator, for changing display data
outputted by the storage means to the liquid crystal apply
voltage, with a portion of the storage element groups simul-
taneously capturing the display data.

Here, it is preferable for the corresponding drain lines of
the storage element group simultaneously capturing the
display data to be neighboring drain lines.

It is also preferable for the liquid crystal display device to
further comprise changing means for changing the number
of storage element groups simultaneously capturing the
display data.

In a second aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a liquid crystal display device comprising a liquid
crystal panel with pixel parts equipped with liquid crystals
being arranged in M rows and N columns; a liquid crystal
driver, inputted with display data, for generating a liquid
crystal apply voltage in response to the inputted display data,
and applying the liquid crystal apply voltage to columns of
the pixel parts corresponding to the display data; and a
scanning driver, for sequentially selecting any one of the
rows, applying a select voltage to a pixel part of a row
selected at this time; and applying a de-select voltage to
pixel parts of rows not selected at this time, with the
scanning driver simultaneously selecting a plurality of rows
and applying the select voltage to the pixel parts of the
simultaneously selected rows in the same period.

Here, it is preferable for simultaneously selected rows to
be neighboring rows.

The liquid crystal display device can also comprise
selected line number hanging means for changing a number
of lines simultaneously selected by the scanning driver.

In a third aspect of the present invention, there is provided
a liquid crystal display device comprising a liquid crystal
panel with pixel parts equipped with liquid crystals being
arranged in M rows and N columns; a liquid crystal driver,
inputted with display data, for generating a liquid crystal
apply voltage in response to the inputted display data, and
applying the liquid crystal apply voltage to columns of the
pixel parts corresponding to the display data; and a scanning
driver, for sequentially selecting any one of the rows,
applying a select voltage to a pixel part of a row selected at
this time, and applying a de-select voltage to pixel parts of
rows not selected at this time, with the liquid crystal driver
having a first data generator for increasing a number of items
of display data in the horizontal direction, and outputting the
display data by generating display data for interpolated
pixels by subjecting display data neighboring in the hori-
zontal direction to arithmetic operation processing.

In a fourth embodiment of the present invention, there is
provided a liquid crystal display device comprising a liquid
crystal panel with pixel parts equipped with liquid crystals
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being arranged in M rows and N columns; a liquid crystal
driver, inputted with display data, for generating a liquid
crystal apply voltage in response to the inputted display data,
and applying the liquid crystal apply voltage to columns of
the pixel parts corresponding to the display data; and a
scanning driver, for sequentially selecting any one of the
rows every n/m (where n<m and n and m are integers)
periods of a horizontal frequency period, applying a select
voltage to a pixel part of a row selected at this time and
applying a de-select voltage to pixel parts of rows not
selected at this time, with the liquid crystal driver having a
second data generator for generating display data for inter-
polated pixels by subjecting n items of display data neigh-
boring in the vertical direction to arithmetic processing
operations and outputting a total of m items of display data
neighboring in the vertical direction.

It is preferable for the liquid crystal driver to have a first
data generating circuit for increasing a number of items of
display data in the horizontal direction and outputting the
display data by generating display data for interpolated
pixels by subjecting display data neighboring in the hori-
zontal direction to arithmetic processing operations.

In the third and fourth aspects, it is preferable for the
arithmetic processing operations to multiply values for dis-
play data for neighboring pixels with pre-decided coeffi-
cients for each pixel, and to add the results.

In a fifth aspect of the present invention, there is provided
a liquid crystal display device comprising a liquid crystal
panel with pixel parts equipped with liquid crystals being
arranged in M rows and N columns and a plurality of row
signal lines and column signal lines connected to the pixel
parts; a liquid crystal controller for capturing a display data
synchronization signal and generating a liquid crystal driv-
ing synchronization signal based on the synchronization
signal; a scanning driver for sequentially selecting each row
of the liquid crystal panel so as to select all rows in the same
period as a period for sending one picture portion of the
display data in accordance with the liquid crystal driving
synchronization signal, applying a select voltage to selected
rows of pixel parts via the row signal lines and applying
de-select voltages to remaining pixel parts; and a liquid
crystal driver, equipped with storage means for capturing
and storing the display data in accordance with the liquid
crystal driving synchronization signal, for generating a lig-
uid crystal apply voltage for displaying a display expressing
the display data at pixel parts being applied with the select
voltage based on display data for one row portion stored at
the storage means, and applying the liquid crystal apply
voltage to the pixel parts via the column signal lines, with
the liquid crystal driver applying a liquid crystal apply
voltage to the pixel parts based on the same one row portion
of display data in a period of the scanning driver selecting
a plurality of pre-decided neighboring rows.

Here, the storage means of the liquid crystal driver can
comprise a first storage circuit for sequentially storing the
captured display data in pixel units, a second storage circuit
for simultaneously capturing and storing one row portion of
display data stored at the first storage circuit in the same
period as the period for storing one row portion of the
display data at the first storage circuit, and a third storage
circuit for simultaneously capturing and storing one row
portion of display data stored in the second storage circuit
during switching of the row selected by the scanning driver,
with the liquid crystal driver generating the liquid crystal
apply voltage based on display data stored by the third
storage circuit, and the period of the third storage circuit
capturing display data being shorter than the period of the
first storage circuit storing one row portion of the display
data.
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Moreover, means for changing a ratio a:b (where a and b
are integers fulfilling a2b) of a period of the first storage
circuit storing one row portion of the display data and a
period of the third storage circuit capturing display data can
be further provided.

Further, the liquid crystal driver can apply a liquid crystal
apply voltage to pre-decided neighboring pluralities of col-
umns of pixel parts based on one pixel portion of display
data corresponding to a prescribed column within the one
row portion of display data stored by the storage means.

Still further, means for changing the pre-decided neigh-
boring plurality of columns and a prescribed column of
display data for the one row portion of display data can be
further provided.

The operation will now be described, starting with the
operation of the first and second aspects.

The liquid crystal driver generates a liquid crystal apply
voltage in response to inputted display data. This voltage is
then applied to the columns of pixel parts corresponding to
the display data, i.e. each of the element groups capture and
store the display data at specially decided times. The stored
display data is then simultaneously outputted. The voltage
generator then changes the display data outputted by the
storage means to a liquid crystal apply voltage for outputting
via a drain signal line.

The scanning driver then sequentially selects one of the
rows and a select voltage is applied to the pixel part of the
row selected at this time, with de-select voltages being
supplied to pixel parts for rows that are not selected.

In this case, a portion of the storage element group
simultaneously captures the display data. In doing so, the
same liquid crystal apply voltage is outputted from drain
lines corresponding to this portion of the storage element
group. An image can then be horizontally enlarged by
storage element data groups corresponding to neighboring
drain lines simultaneously capturing display data. The rate
of enlargement can then be regulated by the changing means
changing the number of storage elements within the storage
element groups that are simultaneously capturing display
data.

The scanning driver simultaneously selects a plurality of
lines and select voltages are applied to pixel parts of the
simultaneously selected lines in the same period. The image
can then be enlarged in the vertical direction by simulta-
neously selecting neighboring rows. The rate of enlargement
can then be regulated by changing the number of rows
simultaneously selected using a select row number means.

The operation of the third and fourth aspect will now be
described.

The liquid crystal driver generates a liquid crystal apply
voltage in response to the inputted display data, with this
being applied to columns of pixel parts corresponding to the
display data. In this case, the first data generator of the liquid
crystal driver generates display data for interpolated pixels
by subjecting display data neighboring in the horizontal
direction to arithmetic processing operations so as to
increase the number of items of display data in the horizontal
direction (i.e. enlargement in the horizontal direction) for
outputting. Further, the second data generator generates
display data for interpolated pixels by subjecting n items of
display data neighboring in the vertical direction to arith-
metic processing operations so as to output display data for
a total of m items of display data neighboring in the vertical
direction. Enlargement in the vertical direction of m/n times
can therefore be achieved. These arithmetic processing
operations can be achieved by, for example, multiplying
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values for display data for neighboring pixels with pre-
decided coefficients every pixel and adding the results.

The scanning circuit sequentially selects any one of the
rows and applies a select voltage. In this case, the period for
selecting one row corresponds to m/n times that for the
vertical direction, with the horizontal period being a period
of n/m times (where n<m and n and m are integers).
De-select voltages are then applied to pixel parts for rows
that are not selected at this time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of the configuration of a liquid
crystal driver of a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a
related liquid crystal driver;

FIG. 3 is a timing chart showing the operation of a related
liquid crystal driver;

FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are block diagrams of TFT _liquid
crystal modules used in related liquid crystal drivers;

FIG. 5 is a view showing an example of a related display;

FIG. 6 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver of a first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a
scanning driver of the first embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver of the first embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a view showing an example display of the first
embodiment;

FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are views showing examples of
enlarged displays of the first embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver of a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 12 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver of the second embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a view showing an example display of the
second embodiment;

FIG. 14A and FIG. 14B are views showing examples of
enlarged displays of the second embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal driver of a
third embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a horizontal operator;

FIG. 17 is a block diagram of a vertical operator;

FIG. 18 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver of the third embodiment;

FIG. 19 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver of the third embodiment;

FIG. 20A and FIG. 20B are views showing examples of
enlarged displays of the third embodiment;

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal driver of a
fourth embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 22 is a block diagram of a horizontal operator;

FIG. 23 is a block diagram of a vertical operator;

FIG. 24 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver of the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 25 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver of the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 26A and FIG. 26B are views showing examples of
enlarged displays of the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 27 is a block diagram showing a shift register 108 of
the first and second embodiments;

FIG. 28 is a block diagram showing a shift register 705 of
the first and second embodiments;
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FIG. 29 is a block diagram showing a controller 1102 of
the third embodiment;

FIG. 30 is a block diagram showing a controller 2102 of
the fourth embodiment;

FIG. 31 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal display
relating to a fifth embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 32 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal driver;

FIG. 33 is a block diagram of a shift register within a
liquid crystal driver;

FIG. 34 is a block diagram of a scanning driver;

FIG. 35 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver;,

FIG. 36 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver and a liquid crystal driver;

FIG. 37 is a block diagram of a shift register of a liquid
crystal driver of a sixth embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 38 is a timing chart showing the operation of a liquid
crystal driver; and

FIG. 39 is a timing chart showing the operation of a
scanning driver and a liquid crystal driver.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the present invention will now be
described using FIG. 1, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, FIG. 8, FIG. 9, FIG.
10A and FIG. 10B. Here, FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a
liquid crystal driver of the present invention, FIG. 6 is a
timing chart showing the operation of the liquid crystal
driver of the present invention, FIG. 7 is a block diagram of
a scanning driver of the present invention, FIG. 8 is a timing
chart showing the operation of the scanning driver of the
present invention, FIG. 9 is an example display of the
present invention and FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are enlarged
example displays of the present invention. The liquid crystal
panel 406 of the configuration shown in FIG. 4A is utilized
in this first embodiment.

When the resolution of the inputted display data is smaller
than the resolution of the liquid crystal panel in this first
embodiment, inferior displaying is prevented by enlarging
the image in the horizontal direction using the liquid crystal
driver and enlarging the image in the vertical direction using
the scanning driver. Enlarging in the horizontal and vertical
directions is performed by completely separate processes,
with these processes being described separately below.

First, the liquid crystal driver and enlargement in the
horizontal direction using the liquid crystal driver will be
described.

The liquid crystal driver increases the number of items of
display data outputted to the liquid crystal panel as a result
of the shift register 108 making a plurality of signals for the
latch signal group 109 valid simultaneously so as to enlarge
the image in the horizontal direction. This is described in
detail in the following.

As shown in FIG. 1, this liquid crystal driver comprises a
controller 106, shift register 108, data latch 110, line data
latch 112 and gradation voltage generator 114, connected
together by a data bus for transmitting display data and
signal lines etc. In this specification, each of the various
signals is referred to using the numerals of the signal lines
transmitting these signals. For example, display data trans-
mitted via display data bus 101 is referred to as display data
of the display data bus 101.

The controller 106 generates and outputs a control signal
107 for controlling the operation of the shift register 108
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based on the display data of the display data bus 101 and the
horizontal synchronization signal 104 generated every hori-
zontal period. The controller 106 outputs the control signal
107 to the shift register 108.

The shift register 108 is for generating and outputting the
latch signal group 109. This shift register 108 generates the
latch signal group 109 based on the control signal 107, clock
102 synchronized with the display data of the display data
bus 101 and the display data capture start signal (E1) 103.
The shift register 108 of this embodiment can then make the
plurality of latch signals of the latch signal group 109 valid
simultaneously so that the number of items of display data
outputted to the liquid crystal panel is increased, i.¢. enlarge-
ment in the horizontal direction for displaying is possible
when display data of a resolution lower than the resolution
of the liquid crystal panel is inputted. The details of the shift
register 108 are described in detail later using FIG. 27.

The data latch 110 latches the display data of the display
data bus 101 in accordance with the latch signal group 109
and transmits stored display data to the line data latch 112
via the data bus 111. The data latch 110 is equipped, in its
inside, with a plurality of latches provided every latch signal
109.

The line data latch 112 latches the display data of the
display bus 111 at a timing decided based on the horizontal
synchronization signal 104, with this display data of the
display bus 111 then being outputted to the gradation voltage
generator 114 via the data bus 113.

The gradation voltage generator 114 generates a gradation
voltage based on the display data transmitted via the data bus
113. This gradation voltage is then outputted to the liquid
crystal display via the signal line group (hereinafter referred
to as the “drain line group”) 115 410). The reference
gradation voltage 105 that is taken as a reference for the
gradation voltage is inputted to the gradation voltage gen-
erator 114.

The operation of the liquid crystal driver (refer to FIG. 1)
will now be described.

Here, it is taken that the resolution of the display data of
the display data bus 101 is lower than the resolution of the
liquid crystal display panel. Specifically, the resolution of
the inputted display data of the display data bus 101 is taken
to be 640 horizontal dots by 480 vertical lines and the
resolution of the liquid crystal panel is taken to be 1024
horizontal dots by 768 vertical lines.

The controller 106 outputs the control signal 107, with the
shift register 108 operating as shown in FIG. 6 in response
to this control signal 107. In FIG. 6, when the display data
capture start signal 103 becomes valid (a “low” level is taken
to be valid in this case), the shift register 108 sequentially
puts latch signal groups 109-1 to 109-1024 valid in syn-
chronization with the clock 102. Here, the difference with
the operation of related liquid crystal drivers is that a
plurality of latch signals of the latch signal group 109 are put
to valid simultaneously. Namely, when the clock 102
becomes valid, the shift register 108 first puts latch signal
109-1 and latch signal 109-2 to valid. The latch correspond-
ing to the latch signal 109-1 and the latch corresponding to
the latch signal 109-2 within the data latch 110 therefore
store the same display data and data bus 111-1 and data bus
111-2 of FIG. 6 therefore output the same display data.

The next time the clock 102 becomes valid, the shift
register 108 puts a latch signal 109-3 to valid. Display data
transmitted via the display data bus 101 at this time is
therefore latched at the latch corresponding to the latch
signal 109-3 within the data latch 110. This latched display
data is then outputted to the data bus 111-3.
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After this, when the clock 102 again becomes valid, the
latch signals 1094 and 109-5 both become valid simulta-
neously in the same way as the case for the latch signals
109-1 and 109-2. The same display data is also stored at the
latch corresponding to the latch signal 109-4 and the latch
corresponding to the latch signal 109-5 within the data latch
110. The same display data is then also outputted to data
busses 111-4 and 111-5.

The shift register 108 and the data latch 110 repeat the
above operation during displaying.

The line data latch 112 simultaneously captures one line
portion of display data of the display bus 111 and outputs
this display data of the display bus 111 to the data bus 113.
The gradation voltage generator 114 converts display data of
the data bus 113 into gradation voltages and outputs these
gradation voltages simultaneously via the drain line group
115.

In this way, inputted one-pixel portions of display data
can be expanded to two pixels lined up in the horizontal
direction on the liquid crystal panel. In this embodiment, the
ratio of the frequency of making two neighboring latch
signals of the latch signal group 109 simultaneously become
valid and the frequency of making one latch signal of the
latch signal group 109 independently become valid is taken
to be 1:1 and enlarged displaying of 1.5 times is therefore
possible in the horizontal direction. It is possible for the
display data capture start position to be controlled using the
display data capture start signal 103 described previously.

Next, a detailed description is given of the shift register
108 using FIG. 27.

For simplicity, five lines are taken to be outputted as the
latch signal group 109. Here, numeral 3101 indicates flip-
flops, CK indicates a clock input, D indicates a data input,
Q indicates a data output and numeral 3102 indicates
selectors. Outputs 3103 of the selectors 3102 are inputted to
flip-flops 3101 and outputs of the flip-flops 3101 are the
latch signals 109.

The shift register 108 changes selection conditions of a
selector 3102 in response to the control signal 107. The
selector 3102-1 operates so as to select the display data
capture start signal 103. The data inputted to flip-flops
3101-1 and 3101-2 is the display data capture start signal
103 in both cases so that the latch signals 109-1 and 109-2
both become valid on the same timing (refer to FIG. 6).

The selector 3102-2 operates so as to select latch signal
109-2 and latch 109-3 is therefore delayed by one clock
pulse (refer to FIG. 6) with respect to latch signal 109-2.

Selector 3102-3 and selector 3102-4 operate so as to
select latch signal 109-3. Latch signal 109-4 and latch signal
109-5 therefore become valid together at a timing delayed
by one clock from the latch signal 109-3 (refer to FIG. 6).
The shift register 108 of this embodiment is therefore
capable of making a plurality of latch signals of the latch
signal group 109 become valid at one time by controlling the
signals selecting each of the selectors 3102. It is then
possible to make sequential latch signals of the latch signal
group 109 become valid each clock signal as in the related
art or further, make neighboring latch signals of the latch
signal group 109 become valid simultaneously at a rate of
one time each four clocks as shown in FIG. 11.

If the resolution of the display data of the display data bus
101 is the same as the resolution of the liquid crystal panel,
the shift register 108 operates the same way as the related
example.

Next, a description is given of the scanning driver and
enlargement in the vertical direction.

The scanning driver can select the gate line group 710
outputted to the liquid crystal panel to adopt a plurality of
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states simultancously because a shift register 705 (refer to
FIG. 7) to be described later puts a plurality of the shift
clocks of the shift clock group 706 to valid simultaneously.
The number of lines of display data can therefore be
increased so as to provide enlargement in the vertical
direction. The details of this are described in the following.

The scanning driver comprises a shift register 705, level
shifter 707 and voltage selector 709, together with each of
the various signal lines 701, 702, 703 and 704, and buses
706, 708 and 710 etc.

A line scanning start signal 701, line shift clock 702 and
control signal 703 for deciding operation of the shift register
705 are inputted to the shift register 705. The shift register
705 then generates a shift clock group 706 based on these
signals. Details of the shift register 705 are described later
using FIG. 28.

The level shifter 707 changes voltage levels of the shift
clock group 706 and outputs the signals after changing as a
shift clock group 708.

The voltage selector 709 selects one of the select or
de-select voltages inputied via the power supply line 704
every line based on the shift clock group 708 and outputs a
line select or de-select voltage to the liquid crystal panel via
the signal line group (hereinafter referred to as the “gate line
group”) 710.

The operation of the scanning driver is now described
using FIG. 8.

The shift register 705 operates in accordance with the
control signal 703. When the resolution of the display data
inputted via the display data bus 101 of FIG. 1 is lower than
the resolution of the liquid crystal panel the shift register 705
operates as follows.

When the line scanning start signal 701 is valid (here,
valid is taken to be a “high” level), the shift register 705
makes shift clocks 706-1 to 706-768 valid in that order. The
difference in operation with the related scanning driver is
that a plurality of shift clocks of the shift clock group 706 are
put valid simultaneously.

When the line shift clock 702 first becomes valid from the
line scanning start signal 701 becoming valid, the shift
register 705 makes the shift clock 706-1 and the shift clock
706-2 valid simultaneously.

The next time the line shift clock 702 is valid, the shift
register 705 makes the shift clock 706-3 valid for this time.
When the line shift clock 702 then becomes valid after this,
the shift register 705 makes shift clock 706-4 and shift clock
706-5 valid simultaneously. The shift register 705 then
repeats the above operation every time the line shift clock
702 becomes valid.

The level shifter 707 changes the voltage level of the shift
clock group 706 and outputs this to the voltage selector 709
as the shift clock group 708. The voltage selector 709 then
outputs a select or de-select voltage to the gate line group
710 in response to the shift clock group 708. Select voltages
are then applied simultaneously to gate lines of the gate line
group 710 corresponding to shift clocks of the shift clock
group 706 that have been simultaneously made valid. As a
result, when select voltages are simultaneously applied to
two gate lines of the gate line group 710 the horizontal line
gradation voltage transmitted at this time via drain lines of
the drain 115 is simultaneously applied to two lines.

In this embodiment, the ratio with which the frequency
with which two gate lines of the gate line group 710 are
made valid and the frequency with which one gate line is
independently made valid is taken to be 1:1.

Displaying enlarged by 1.5 times is therefore possible in
the vertical direction and the display start line position in the
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vertical direction is regulated by the line scanning start
signal 701 described previously.

The details of the shift register 705 will now be described
using FIG. 28.

For simplicity, the shift clock group 706 is taken to be an
output of five latch signals. Numeral 3201 indicates a
flip-flop, CK indicates a clock input, D indicates a data input
and Q indicates a data output. Numeral 3202 indicates a
selector, with an output 3203 of the selector 3202 being
inputted to the flip-flop 3201 and the output of the flip-flop
3201 being the gate line group 710.

The operation of the shift register 705 will now be
described.

This shift register 705 changes the data sclected by the
selector 3202 in response to the control signal 703.

The selector 3202-1 operates so as to select the line
scanning start signal 701 and the data inputted to the flip-flop
3201-1 and the flip-flop 3202-2 therefore become the display
start line scanning start signal 701 in both cases. As a result,
the latch signal 706-1 and the latch signal 706-2 become
valid on the same timing (refer to FIG. 8).

The selector 3202-2 operates so as to select the latch
signal 706-2 and the latch signal 706-3 is therefore delayed
by one clock pulse with respect to the latch signal 706-2
(refer to FIG. 8).

The selectors 3202-3 and 3202-4 operate so as to select
the latch signal 706-3. Latch signals 706-4 and 706-5 are
therefore delayed by one clock pulse from the latch signal
706-3 and become valid together on the same timing (refer
to FIG. 8).

The shift register 705 of this embodiment is therefore
capable of setting a plurality of latch signals of the latch
signal group 706 valid simultaneously by controlling the
signal selected by the selector 3202. The shift register 705 is
therefore capable of sequentially setting latch signals of the
latch signal group 706 to valid every one clock as in the
related art or simultaneously setting neighboring latch sig-
nals of the latch signal group 706 to valid at a ratio of one
time every four clocks as shown in FIG. 12.

When the resolution of the liquid crystal panel is the same
as the resolution of the display data of the display data bus
101, the shift register 705 operates in the same way as the
example of the related art.

An example where display data is processed by the
horizontal direction enlargement processing (refer to FIG. 1
and FIG. 6) and the vertical direction enlargement process-
ing (refer to FIG. 7 and FIG. 8) described above used
together is shown in FIG. 9, FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B.

Inputted display data of 640 horizontal dots and 480
vertical lines is enlarged to 960 horizontal dots (=640
dotsx1.5 times) by the liquid crystal driver (FIG. 1) and 720
vertical lines (=400 linesx1.5) by the scanning driver (FIG.
7.

The resolution of the liquid crystal panel is taken to be
1024 horizontal dots and 768 vertical lines. The display data
is therefore insufficient even after enlarging. This can,
however, be dealt with by adjusting the displaying position
on the display screen, i.e. unnaturalness can be prevented by
displaying the image at the approximate center of the liquid
crystal panel. The display position in the horizontal direction
can be adjusted by setting the display data capture start
signal 103 to be valid within the horizontal flyback period.
The display position in the vertical direction can be adjusted
by setting the line scanning start signal 701 to be valid
within the vertical flyback period.

Display regions with no display data are used for display-
ing horizontal flyback period and vertical flyback period
display data (usually black display data).
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The original display data before enlargement is shown in
FIG. 10A and the display data after enlargement is shown in
FIG. 10B. FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B show an example of
display data for a 16 dot by 16 line font referred to as “A”
that is enlarged. According to this embodiment, font data of
24 dotsx24 lines is enlarged.

According to the first embodiment described above, arbi-
trary enlargement displaying is possible.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention will now
be described using FIG. 11, FIG. 12, FIG. 13, FIG. 14A and
FIG. 14B together with FIG. 1 and FIG. 7 used in the first
embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a timing chart showing the operation of the
liquid crystal driver of the present invention, FIG. 12 is a
timing chart of the operation of the scanning driver of the
present invention, FIG. 13 is an example display of the
present invention and FIG. 14A and FIG. 14B are example
displays showing enlargements of the example displays of
the present invention.

The second embodiment is an example of enlargement of
1.25 times in the horizontal and vertical directions. Here, the
method of enlargement itself is the same as for the first
embodiment but the ratio of selecting a plurality of latch
signal lines is different, corresponding to a difference in the
enlargement rate. In this embodiment, the ratio of the
frequency of simultaneously selecting two neighboring latch
signal lines of the latch signal group 109 and the frequency
of selecting one latch signal line is set to be 1:3, so as to
correspond to an enlargement rate of 1.25 times.

The operation of the liquid crystal driver, i.e. the enlarge-
ment in the horizontal direction, is described using FIG. 1
and FIG. 11.

The case is described here where the resolution of the
display data of the display data bus 101 is lower than the
resolution of the liquid crystal panel. Specifically, the reso-
lution of the display data of the display data bus 101 is taken
to be 800 horizontal dots and 600 vertical lines and the
resolution of the liquid crystal panel is taken to be 1024
horizontal dots and 768 vertical lines.

The controller 106 outputs the control signal 107 for
controlling the operation of the shift register 108. The shift
register 108 then receives the control signal 107 and oper-
ates as shown in FIG. 11. In FIG. 11, when the display data
capture start signal 103 becomes valid (here, a “low” level
is taken to be valid), the shift register 108 sequentially sets
the latch signals 109-1 to 109-1024 of the latch signal group
109 to be valid in synchronization with the clock 102. Here,
the shift register 108 operates so as to set the plurality of
latch signals of the latch signal group 109 to valid
simultaneously, as in the first embodiment. The distinction
with the first embodiment, however, is that the ratio of the
frequency of simultaneously setting two latch signals of the
latch signal group 109 and the frequency of setting one
independently selected latch signal of the latch signal group
109 is 1:3.

When the clock 102 first becomes valid after the display
data capture start signal 103 becomes valid, the shift register
108 first simultaneously sets the latch signals 109-1 and
109-2 to valid, and the same display data is therefore stored
at the latch corresponding to the latch signal 109-1 and the
latch corresponding to the latch signal 109-2 within the data
latch 110. As a result, the same display data is transmitted to
the data buses 111-1 and 111-2 of FIG. 11.

The next time the clock 102 becomes valid, the shift
register 108 sequentially sets latch signals 109-3, 109-4 and
109-5 to valid one at a time. As a result the display data
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transmitted using the display data bus 101 is sequentially
latched at each of the latches corresponding to the latch
signals 109-3, 109-4 and 109-5 within the data latch 110.
This latched display data is then outputted to the data buses
111-3, 111-4 and 111-5.

After this, when the clock 102 again becomes valid, the
shift register 108 simultaneously sets the latch signals 109-6
and 109-7 to valid in the same way as the case for the latch
signals 109-1 and 109-2. The same display data is therefore
stored at both a latch corresponding to the latch signal 109-6
within the data latch 110 and the latch corresponding to the
latch signal 109-7, and the same display data is then trans-
mitted to the data buses 111-6 and 111-7.

The shift register 108 and the data latch 110 sequentially
repeat the above operation during displaying.

The line data latch 112 simultaneously captures one
horizontal line portion of display data of the display bus 111
and outputs this display data of the display bus 111 to the
data bus 113. The gradation voltage generator 114 then
captures the display data of the display bus 113 and converts
this data to a gradation voltage. The gradation voltage is then
simultaneously outputted from the drain line group 113.

Next, the operation of the scanning driver, i.¢. the enlarge-
ment in the vertical direction, is described using FIG. 7 and
FIG. 12. A description is given here where the resolution of
the display data of the display data bus 101 is lower than the
resolution of the liquid crystal panel.

The shift register 705 operates as follows in accordance
with the control signal 703. When the line scanning start
signal 701 becomes valid (here, valid is taken to be a “high”
level), the shift register 705 sequentially sets shift clocks
706-1 to 706-768 of the shift clock group 706 to valid. Here,
the shift register 705 setting the plurality of shift clocks of
the shift clock group 706 to valid simultaneously is the same
as the case for the first embodiment. However, having the
ratio of the frequency of simultaneously selecting two
neighboring shift clocks of the shift clock group 706 and the
frequency of sclecting one shift clock of the shift clock
group 706 independently set to be 1:3 differs from the first
embodiment (in the first embodiment this was 1:1). When
the clock 102 first becomes valid after the line scanning start
signal 701 has become valid, the shift register 705 simulta-
neously sets the shift clocks 706-1 and 706-2 to valid. The
shift register 705 then sequentially sets the shift clocks
706-3, 706-4 and 706-5 to valid ¢ach time the line shift clock
702 becomes valid. After this, when the line shift clock 702
becomes valid, the shift register 705 simultaneously sets the
shift clocks 706-6 and 706-7 to valid. The shift register 705
then repeats the above operation during displaying every
time the line shift clock 702 becomes valid.

The level shifter 707 changes the voltage level of the shift
clock group 706, and outputs this voltage level to the voltage
selector 709 via the shift clock group 708. The voltage
selector 709 then outputs a select or de-select voltage to the
gate line group 710 in response to the shift clock group 708.

An example of display data processed using both the
horizontal direction enlarging process (FIG. 11) and the
vertical direction enlarging process (FIG. 12) occurring in
the second embodiment is shown in FIG. 13, FIG. 14A and
FIG. 14B.

Input horizontal data of 800 horizontal dots and 600
vertical lines is enlarged to 1000 horizontal dots (=800
dotsx1.25 times) by the liquid crystal driver (FIG. 1) and to
750 vertical lines (=600x1.25 times) by the scanning driver
(FIG. 7).

In this embodiment, the resolution of the liquid crystal
panel is taken to be 1024 horizontal dots by 768 vertical
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lines. The display data is therefore insufficient even after
enlargement, but this can be dealt with by controlling the
position at which the image is displayed. The displaying
position in the horizontal direction can also be adjusted by
setting the display data capture start signal 103 to be valid
within the horizontal flyback period, and the displaying
position in the vertical direction can be adjusted by setting
the line scanning start signal 701 to be valid within the
vertical flyback period, as in the first embodiment.

FIG. 14A shows the original display data before enlarged
displaying and FIG. 14B shows the display data after
enlargement. An example of the enlargement of display data
for a 16 dotx16 line font referred to as “A” is shown in FIG.
14A and FIG. 14B. According to this embodiment, the line
font data is enlarged to 20 dotx20 lines.

If the resolution of the display data of the display data bus
101 is the same as the resolution of the liquid crystal panel,
the shift registers 108 and 705 operate in the same way as in
the related art.

According to the first and second embodiments, display-
ing by enlarging by an arbitrary number of times is possible.
The enlargement processing employing the above method
can be applied to color displaying without modification.

The enlargement processing occurring in the above first
and second embodiments simply enlarges one pixel portion
of display data for prescribed pixels into two pixel portions.
There is, however, another method of enlarging where
weightings are given to data for neighboring pixels and
interpolated pixels are made. An example carrying out
enlargement processing using this kind of method is
described in subsequent third and fourth embodiments.
Third Embodiment

A third embodiment will now be described using FIG. 15,
FIG. 16, FIG. 17, FIG. 18, FIG. 19, FIG. 20A and FIG. 20B.

The enlargement processing occurring in the third
embodiment is a method where a weighting is given to data
for neighboring pixels and interpolated pixels are made.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal driver of the
present invention, FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a horizontal
operator of the liquid crystal driver of the present invention,
FIG. 17 is a block diagram of the vertical operator for the
liquid crystal driver of the present invention, FIG. 18 is a
timing chart showing the operation of the liquid crystal
driver of the present invention, FIG. 19 is a timing chart
showing the operation of the scanning driver of the present
invention, and FIG. 20A and FIG. 20B are example displays
expanded from example displays of the present invention.
The liquid crystal panel 406 of the configuration shown in
FIG. 4A is utilized in this embodiment.

Here, the resolution of the inputted display data is 640
horizontal dots by 480 vertical lines, with this being
enlarged 1.5 times for displaying on a liquid crystal panel of
a resolution of 1024 horizontal dots by 768 vertical lines.

As shown in FIG. 15, the liquid crystal driver of this third
embodiment comprises a controller 1102, horizontal opera-
tor 1107, shift register 1110, data latch 1112, line data latch
1114, line data latch 1118, vertical operator 1120, data latch
1123, line data latch 1125, line data selector 1127 and a
gradation voltage generator 1129, together with the various
signal lines and data busses connecting these items.

The controller 1102 generates and outputs a control signal
1103, operation control signal 1104, output select signal
1105 and operation control signal 1106 for controlling other
operations of the shift register 1110. An output control signal
1101, the display data of the display data bus 101, clock 102,
display data capture start signal 103 and horizontal synchro-
nization signal 104 are inputted to the controller 1102, with
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each of the control signals being generated based on these
signals. The output control signal 1101 is used to control the
timing of the output of the gradation voltage. The control
signal 1103 is for controlling the timing of the operation of
the shift register 1110. The operation control signal 1104 is
for controlling vertical operations and is outputted to the
vertical operator 1120. The output select signal 1105 is for
selecting the gradation voltage to be outputted and is out-
putted to the line data selector 1127. The operation control
signal 1106 is for controlling horizontal operations and is
outputted to the horizontal operator 1107. The specific
circuit configuration etc. of the controller 1102 is described
later using FIG. 29.

The horizontal operator 1107 is for carrying out enlarge-
ment processing in the horizontal direction and is configured
in such a manner as to separately output odd-numbered pixel
data of the display data after enlargement processing via an
odd pixel data bus 1108 and output even-numbered pixel
data via an even pixel data bus 1109. Odd-numbered pixel
data is display data outputted for pixels that are odd-
numbered from the left side (hereinafter referred to as “odd
pixels”) of the liquid crystal panel. Even numbered pixel
data is display data outputted for pixels that are even-
numbered (hereinafter referred to as “even pixels”) from the
left side of the liquid crystal panel. The details of the
horizontal operator 1107 are described later using FIG. 16.

The vertical operator 1120 generates display data to be
newly added during enlargement in the vertical direction
using interpolation and is configured so as to output display
data generated by interpolation to the data latch 1123 via an
odd pixel data bus 1121 and an even pixel data bus 1122. The
details of the vertical operator 1120 are described later using
FIG. 17.

The line data selector 1127 selects one of either display
data of the data bus 1119 or display data of the data bus 1126
in accordance with the output select signal 1105 generated at
the controller 1102. The line data selector 1127 then trans-
mits the selected display data to the gradation voltage
generator 1129 via the data bus 1128.

The operation of the whole of the liquid crystal driver
(FIG. 15) will now be described with reference to FIG. 18.

The coefficient for calculating the display data appearing
on the data bus is not described in this embodiment for ease
of description.

The controller 1102 generates each of the control signals
1103, 1104, 1105 and 1106 and outputs these signals to each
of the respective parts which operate according to these
control signals.

The horizontal operator 1107 performs enlargement pro-
cessing in the horizontal direction on the inputted display
data in accordance with the control signal 1106. Odd pixel
data of the display data after enlargement processing is then
outputted to the data latch 1112 via the odd pixel data bus
1108 and even pixel data is outputted to the data latch 1112
via the even pixel data bus 1109. The details of the enlarge-
ment processing in the horizontal direction are described
later using FIG. 16.

The shift register 1110 outputs a latch signal group 1111
to the data latch 1112 in accordance with the control signal
1103.

The data latch 1112 latches the odd-numbered pixel data
of the odd pixel data bus 1108 and even-numbered pixel data
of the even pixel data bus 1109 in accordance with the latch
signal group 1111. When one horizontal line portion of
display data is stored in the data latch 1112, the line data
latch 1114 simultaneously stores display data inputted via
the data bus 1113, before transmitting the stored display data
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to the line data latch 1118 via the data bus 1115. The same
display data is also transmitted to the vertical operator 1120
via the odd pixel data bus 1116 and the even pixel data bus
1117.

The vertical operator 1120 generates interpolated pixels
for the vertical direction based on the inputted display data
and transmits display data for these interpolated pixels to the
data latch 1123 via the data buses 1121 and 1122 (refer to
FIG. 18).

The data latch 1123 sequentially latches display data in
response to the latch signal group 1111 generated by the shift
register 1110. When one horizontal line portion of display
data is stored at the data latch 1123, the line data latch 1125
simultaneously stores display data sent from the data latch
1123 via the data bus 1124. The stored display data is then
transmitted to the line data selector 1127 via the data bus
1126.

Display data stored at the line data latch 1118 is also
transmitted to the line data selector 1127 via the data bus
1119. The line data selector 1127 then selects one of either
the display data of the data bus 1119 or the display data of
the data bus 1126 in accordance with the output select signal
1105 and transmits the selected data to the gradation voltage
generator 1129 via the data bus 1128.

The gradation voltage generator 1129 generates gradation
voltages based on the display data transmitted via the data
bus 1128. The generated gradation voltages are then output-
ted to the liquid crystal panel via the signal line group
(hereinafter referred to as the drain group) 1130.

A description of the operation of the line data selector
1127 will now be given using FIG. 18.

The line data selector 1127 exerts control in such a
manner as to divide the output period into three within two
horizontal input periods. The line data selector 1127 first
selects the display data appearing on the data bus 1119. The
display data appearing on the data bus 1126 that has under-
gone arithmetic processing operations is then selected.
Finally, the display data appearing on the data bus 1119 is
selected. The line data selector 1127 then transmits the
selected display data to the gradation voltage generator 1129
via the data bus 1128.

Interpolation pixels are generated for the horizontal and
vertical directions and the liquid crystal driver can perform
enlargement processing as a result of the above-mentioned
series of operations.

Next, the details of the horizontal operator 1107 are
described using FIG. 16.

The horizontal operator 1107 comprises latches 1601,
1603, 1611 and 1620, bit shift circuits 1605, 1607, 1614 and
1616, adders 1609 and 1618, and data sclectors 1613 and
1622, together with each of the various signal lines and
buses etc. connecting these items together.

The bit shift circuits 1605, 1607, 1614 and 1616 are one
bit shift circuits for halving the display data inputted via the
data bus.

Odd pixel data generation processing and even pixel data
generation processing is carried out in parallel within the
horizontal operator 1107.

First, a description is given of the generation processing
for odd pixel data.

The latch 1601 latches display data inputted via the
display data bus 101 and transmits the latched display data
to the latch 1603 and the bit shift circuit 1607 via the data
bus 1602. Further, the latch 1603 transmits the latched
display data to the bit shift circuit 1605 via the data bus
1604. The bit shift circuits 1605 and 1607 output the display
data to the adder 1609 together after bit shifting. The adder
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1609 then adds the display data inputted from the bit shift
circuit 1605 and the display data inputted from the bit shift
circuit 1607,

In this case, there is a phase difference of one clock
portion between the display data inputted from the latch
1601 directly to the bit shift circuit 1607 via the data bus
1602 and display data inputted to the bit shift circuit 1605
via the latch 1603 and the data bus 1604. Therefore, when
the display data inputted to the bit shift circuit 1605 is taken
to be X(n) and the display data inputted to the bit shift circuit
1607 is taken to be X(n+1), the display data generated as a
result of operations of the adder 1609 becomes ¥5-X(n)+%-X
(n+1). Namely, the adder 1609 display data is generated
where processing is carried out giving a weighting of % to
pairs of pixels neighboring each other in the horizontal
direction.

The latch 1611 temporarily stores the display data 1610
outputted by the adder 1609 and transmits this display data
1610 to the data selector 1613 via a data bus 1612.

The latch 1603 also outputs the latched display data to the
data selector 1613 via the data bus 1604.

The data selector 1613 selects either one of the display
data of the data bus 1604 or the display data of the data bus
1612 in accordance with the control signal 1106 inputted
from the controller 1102 (refer to FIG. 15) and outputs the
selected display data via the odd pixel data bus 1108.

The actual conditions for outputting the display data at the
odd pixel data bus 1108 are shown in FIG. 18. The numbers
given to the signals in FIG. 18 show the order of inputting
via the display data bus 101. For example, display data “2”
is inputted after display data “1” and display data “3+4” is
interpolation pixel display data generated based on display
data “3” and display data “4”. Further, display data “1”
appearing on the odd pixel data bus 1108 is display data
sourced via the data bus 1604, display data “2” is display
data sourced via the data bus 1604 and display data “3+4”
is display data sourced via the data bus 1612.

The following is a description of the even number pixel
data generating process.

The latch 1601 also transmits latched display data to the
bit shift circuit 1614 via the data bus 1602.

Further, display data transmitted via the display data bus
101 is also inputted directly to the bit shift circuit 1616.

The bit shift circuits 1614 and 1616 output the inputted
display data to the adder 1618 after bit shifting. The adder
1618 then adds the display data inputted from the bit shift
circuit 1614 and the display data inputted from the bit shift
circuit 1616.

In this case, there is a phase difference of one clock pulse
between display data inputted to the bit shift circuit 1614
from the latch 1601 via the data bus 1602 and display data
inputted directly to the bit shift circuit 1616 via the display
data bus 101.

Therefore, when the display data inputted to the bit shift
circuit 1614 is taken to be X(m) and the display data inputted
at the bit shift circuit 1616 is taken to be X(m+1), the display
data generated as a result of operations of the adder 1618
becomes Y- X(m)+%>-X(m+1). Namely, the adder 1618 gen-
erates display data by carrying out processing giving a
weighting of % to pairs of pixels neighboring each other in
the horizontal direction.

The latch 1620 then temporarily stores display data 1619
outputted by the adder 1618 and transmits this display data
to the data selector 1622 via the data bus 1621.

The latch 1601 also transmits latched display data to the
data selector 1622 via the data bus 1602 and the latch 1603
transmits latched display data to the data selector 1622 via
the data bus 1604.
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The data selector 1622 selects one of the display data
inputted via the data bus 1604, the display data inputted via
the data bus 1602 and the display data inputted via the data
bus 1621 for outputting via the even pixel data bus 1109 in
accordance with the operation control signal 1106.

The conditions for actually outputting display data at the
even pixel data bus 1109 are shown in FIG. 18. The display
data “142” is display data sourced from the data bus 1621,
the display data “4” is display data sourced from the data bus
1604, the display data “3+4” is display data sourced from the
data bus 1602.

A control signal 1103 for controlling the operation of the
shift register 1110 is outputted in response to display data
outputted by the odd and even pixel data buses 1108 and
1109 in this order and at this timing. The shift register 1110
outputs the latch signal group 1111 in accordance with the
control signal 1103, with the conditions for this latch signal
group 1111 being shown in FIG. 18. The data latch 1112 also
stores the display data of the odd and even pixel data buses
1108 and 1109 in order in accordance with the latch signal
group 1111, with the conditions for the operation of the data
latch 1112 being listed in the timing chart for the data bus
1113 in FIG. 18.

Next, the details of the vertical operator 1120 are
described using FIG. 17.

The vertical operator 1120 comprises bit shift circuits
1701, 1703, 1706 and 1708 and adders 1705 and 1710,
together with signal lines and data buses connecting these bit
shift circuits and adders together.

The bit shift circuit 1701, 1703, 1706 and 1708 are one bit
shift registers for dividing inputted display data in half.

The operation of the vertical operator 1120 will now be
described using FIG. 17.

Display data is inputted to the vertical operator 1120 via
the odd and even pixel data buses 1116 and 1117 with
display data also being inputted directly to the vertical
operator 1120 from the horizontal operator 1107 via the odd
and even pixel data buses 1108 and 1109.

Of the above configuration elements, odd pixel data
generation is carried out by the bit shift circuits 1701 and
1703 and the adder 1705,

The bit shift circuit 1701 subjects display data inputted
via the odd pixel data bus 1108 to one bit bit-shift processing
s0 as to halve this display data.

The bit shift circuit 1701 then outputs the generated
display data to the adder 1705 via the data bus 1702. On the
other hand, the bit shift circuit 1703 subjects the display data
inputted via the odd pixel data bus 1116 to one bit bit-shift
processing so as to give half the display data. The bit shift
circuit 1703 then outputs the generated display data to the
adder 1705 via the data bus 1704.

In this case, display data inputted via the odd and even
pixel data buses 1116 and 1117 has passed through the line
data latch 1114 one time and is therefore delayed by one
horizontal line portion with respect to the directly inputted
display data inputted from the horizontal operator 1107 via
the odd and even pixel data buses 1108 and 1109 (refer to
FIG. 18). When the display data inputted to the bit shift
circuit 1701 is taken to be Y(n) and the display data inputted
to the bit shift circuit 1703 is taken to be Y(n+1), the display
data of the data bus 1121 outputted by the adder 1705
becomes ¥ Y(n)+%2Y(n+1), i.e. display data where process-
ing is carried out giving a weighting of ¥z to neighboring
pixels is generated. Display data generated by the adder
1705 is outputted via the data bus 1121.

On the other hand, generation of even pixel data is carried
out by the bit shift circuits 1706 and 1708, and the adder
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1710. The display data transmitted via the even pixel data
bus 1109 and the display data sent via the even pixel data bus
1117 are subjected to the same processing by the above
circuitry, with resulting data being outputted via the even
pixel data bus 1122.

The details of the controller 1102 will now be described
using FIG. 29.

The controller 1102 comprises a register 3301, horizontal
counter 3303, decoders 3305 and 3306, vertical counter
3307, decoder 3309, vertical counter 3310 and decoder
3312.

The register 3301 stores data for control use transmitted
via the display data bus 101. This data for control use can be
transferred during the flyback period when display data is
not being transmitted.

The data for control use stored in the register 3301 is
transmitted to decoders 3305, 3306, 3309 and 3312 via the
data bus for control use 3302.

The counter 3303 operates in response to the display data
capture start signal 103 and the horizontal synchronization
signal 104 and outputs a count value to decoders 3305 and
3306 as the output signal 3304. The decoder 3305 then
generates a control signal 1103 based on these output signals
3304. The decoder 3306 generates the control signal 1106.

The vertical counter 3307 operates in response to the
horizontal synchronization signal 104 and operates in syn-
chronization with the line period of the inputted display data.
The vertical counter 3307 also outputs a count value to the
decoder 3309 as the output signal 3308. The decoder 3309
then generates an operation control signal 1104 based on the
output signals 3308.

The vertical counter 3310 operates in response to the
output control signal 1101, not in synchronization with the
line period of the inputted display data but in synchroniza-
tion with the line period of the outputted display data. The
vertical counter 3310 then outputs a count value to the
decoder 3312 as the output signal 3311. The decoder 3312
then generates the output select signal 1105 based on this
output signal 3311.

Next, the scanning driver will be described using FIG. 7
and FIG. 19.

As shown in FIG. 19, the scanning driver of this embodi-
ment divides the two inputted horizontal periods into three
horizontal periods and shifts the shift clock group 706. The
gate line group 710 is then sequentially selected using the
shifted shift clock group 706. Vertical enlargement display-
ing is realized by the combined operation of the liquid
crystal driver and the scanning driver.

The display conditions for the overall picture in this
embodiment are the same as the display conditions for the
first embodiment (refer to FIG. 9) but there is a distinction
with regard to portions displaying fine characters, etc. As
described previously, pixel data interpolated in this embodi-
ment is generated as a result of arithmetic processing
operations based on data for neighboring pairs of pixels. As
a result, interpolation for neighboring pixels shown in black
and white is displayed as half-tone display data as shown in
FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B. The contents of the original display
are therefore faithfully retained (reproduced) after enlarge-
ment without thin lines becoming thicker or thinner. In this
embodiment, enlargement processing can be easily carried
out even with low resolution display data.

Fourth Embodiment

A fourth embodiment will now be described using FIG.
21, FIG. 22, FIG. 23, FIG. 24 and FIG. 25.

FIG. 21 is a block diagram of a liquid crystal driver of the
present invention, FIG. 22 is a block diagram of a horizontal



US 6,219,020 B1

21

operator of the liquid crystal driver of the present invention,
FIG. 23 is a block diagram of a vertical operation of the
liquid crystal driver of the present invention, FIG. 24 is a
timing chart showing the operation of a liquid crystal driver
of the present invention, FIG. 25 is a timing chart of the
operation of the scanning driver of the present invention and
FIG. 26A and FIG. 26B are example displays of the present
invention.

Here, inputted display data (of a resolution of 800 hori-
zontal dots by 600 vertical lines) is enlarged by 1.25 times
for displaying on a liquid crystal panel of a display region of
1024 horizontal dots by 768 vertical lines.

This liquid crystal driver comprises a controller 2102,
horizontal operator 2108, shift register 2111, data latch 2113,
line data latch 2115, vertical operator 2119, data latch 2122,
line data selector 2124, data latch 2126, line data latch 2128,
line data selector 2130 and gradation voltage generator
2132, together with signal lines and buses etc. connecting
these items together.

The controller 2102 generates control signals 2103 and
2104 for controlling other operations of the shift registers, a
data select signal 2105, an output select signal 2106 and an
operation control signal 2107 based on the display data of
the display data bus 101, clock (CL2) 102, display data
capture start signal (EI) 103, horizontal synchronization
signal (CL1) 104 and output control signal 2101. The control
signal 2103 is outputted to the shift register 2111. The
control signal 2104 is for vertical operation processing and
is outputted to the vertical operator 2119. The data select
signal 2105 is for selecting display data and is outputted to
the data selector 2124. The output select signal 2106 is for
selecting the gradation voltage outputted by the liquid
crystal driver and is outputted to the line data selector 2130.
The operation control signal is for horizontal operation
processing and is outputted to the horizontal operator 2108.
The output control signal 2101 is for controlling the timing
of the gradation voltage outputted by the liquid crystal
driver. The details of the controller 2101 are described later
using FIG. 30.

The horizontal operator 2108 carries out enlargement
processing in the horizontal direction and outputs display
data after enlargement processing to the data latch 2113 and
the vertical operator 2119, with odd pixel data being trans-
mitted via the odd pixel data bus 2109 and even pixel data
being transmitted via the even pixel data bus 2110. The
details of the horizontal operator 2108 are described later
using FIG. 22.

The vertical operator 2119 generates interpolated pixel
data necessary for enlargement in the vertical direction for
outputting to the data latch 2122, with generated interpo-
lated pixel data for odd pixels being transmitted via the odd
pixel data bus 2120 and data for even pixels being trans-
mitted via the even pixel data bus 2121. The details of the
vertical operator 2119 are described later using FIG. 23.

The essentials of the operation of the fourth embodiment
will now be described with reference to FIG. 24.

The controller 2102 for the liquid crystal driver (refer to
FIG. 21) outputs control signals 2103, 2107, 2104 and 2105,
and an output select signal 2106.

The horizontal operator 2108 subjects inputted display
data to horizontal enlargement processing in accordance
with the control signal 2107. The display data after enlarge-
ment processing is then outputted to the data latch 2113 and
the vertical operator 2119, with odd pixel data being trans-
mitted via the odd pixel data bus 2109 and even pixel data
being transmitted via the even pixel data bus 2110. The
details of the horizontal enlargement processing are
described in detail later using FIG. 22.
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The shift register 2111 outputs a latch signal group 2112
in accordance with the control signal 2103. The data latch
2113 then sequentially stores display data transmitted via the
data buses 2109 and 2110 in response to the latch signal
group 2112. These conditions are listed in the timing chart
for the data bus 2114 in FIG. 24.

When one horizontal line portion of display data is stored
in the data latch 2113, the line data latch 2115 simulta-
neously stores display data sent via the data bus 2114 for
transmission to the line data selector 2124 via the data bus
2116. Further, this stored display data is also transmitted to
the vertical operator 2119, with odd pixel data being trans-
mitted via the odd pixel data bus 2117 and even pixel data
being transmitted via the even pixel data bus 2118.

The vertical operator 2119 generates vertical interpolation
pixels based on the display data inputted via the data buses
2109 and 2110 and display data inputted via data buses 2116
and 2117 for outputting to the data latch 2122 via data buses
2120 and 2121. The operation for generating interpolated
pixels using the vertical operator 2119 is described in detail
later using FIG. 23.

The data latch 2122 sequentially stores display data
inputted via the data buses 2120 and 2121 in response to the
latch signal group 2112 and then outputs this data to the line
data selector 2124 via the data bus 2123.

The line data selector 2124 selects one of either the
display data inputted from the data latch 2122 and the
display data inputted from the latch 2115 in response to the
data select signal 2105 and then transmits this selected
display data to the line data latches 2126 and 2128 via the
data bus 2125. Each of the data latch 2126 and line data latch
2128 then transmits the stored display data to the line data
selector 2130 via the data buses 2127 and 2129.

The line data selector 2130 selects one of either the
display data sent via the data bus 2127 or the display data
sent via the data bus 2129 in accordance with the output
select signal 2106, with the selected display data being
outputted to the gradation voltage generator 2132 via the
data bus 2131. The gradation voltage generator 2132
changes display data inputted via the data bus 2131 to
gradation voltages for outputting via a drain line group 2133
to the liquid crystal panel.

The operation of the line data selector 2124 will now be
described using FIG. 24.

Display data that has been operated on at the vertical
operator 2119 is sequentially latched at the data latch 2122.

When display data transmitted by the data bus 2116 is first
line data, the line data selector 2124 causes the first line data
transmitted via the data bus 2116 to be transmitted to the
data latch 2126 so that the first line data appears on the data
bus 2127.

At this time, the line data selector 2124 transmits display
data computed from first line data and second line data
appearing on the data bus 2123 to the line data latch 2128.
Display data (listed as “1+2”) computed from first line data
and second line data therefore appears on the data bus 2129.

When display data transmitted by the data bus 2116 is
second line data, the line data selector 2124 transmits
display data computed from the second line data and the
third line data appearing on the data bus 2123 to the line data
latch 2126 so that display data (listed as “2+43”) computed
from the second line data and the third line data appears on
the data bus 2127.

When display data transmitted by the data bus 2116 is
third line data, the line data selector 2124 transmits display
data computed from the third line data and the fourth line
data appearing on the data bus 2123 to the line data latch
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2128 so that display data (listed as “3+4”) computed from
the third line data and the fourth line data appears on the data
bus 2129.

When the display data transmitted by the data bus 2116 is
the fourth line data, the line data selector 2124 transmits
fourth line data appearing on the data bus 2116 to the data
latch 2126 so that fourth line data (listed as “4”) appears at
the data bus 2127. This is sequentially repeated by each
circuit.

Interpolation pixels for the horizontal and vertical direc-
tions are generated from the above series of operations and
enlargement processing for the liquid crystal driver is real-
ized.

The details of the horizontal operator 2108 will now be
described using FIG. 22 and FIG. 24.

The horizontal operator 2108 comprises latches 2201,
2203, 2211, bit shift circuits 2205, 2207, 2214 and 2216,
adders 2209 and 2218, and data selectors 2213 and 2220,
together with various signal lines and buses connecting these
items together.

Odd pixel data generation processing and even pixel data
generation processing is carried out in parallel within the
horizontal operator 2108. In this embodiment, for simplicity,
the coefficient for calculating display data appearing on the
data buses 2109 and 2110 is not described.

First, the process for generating odd pixel data will be
described.

The latch 2201 latches display data inputted via the
display data bus 101 for outputting to the bit shift circuit
2205 via the data bus 2202.

Display data inputted via the display data bus 101 is also
inputted directly to the bit shift circuit 2207. After both of
the bit shift circuits 2205 and 2207 have subjected the pixel
data generated to prescribed bit shift control, this data is
outputted to the adder 2209 via the data buses 2206 and
2208. The adder 2209 then generates display data by adding
display data inputted from the bit shift circuit 2205 and
display data inputted from the bit shift circuit 2207.

In this case there is a phase difference of one clock
between the display data inputted to the bit shift circuit 2207
via the display data bus 101 and the display data inputted to
the bit shift circuit 2205 via the latch 2201 and the data bus
2202. Further, the bit shift circuits 2205 and 2207 subject
inputted display data to prescribed bit shift control so as to
generate five items of pixel data from four items of pixel
data. Display data for three interpolation pixels is therefore
generated in this way. When display data inputted sequen-
tially via the display data bus 101 is taken to be X(n),
X(n+1), X(n+2) and X(n+3), display data generated by the
adder 2209 is as follows.

Yo X(m)+¥aX(n+1)
Yo X(n+1)+%-X(n+2)
¥ X (n+2)+v4- X ([0+3)

This is to say that display data is generated by carrying out
processing giving weightings of %, % and % to neighboring
pairs of pixels.

The bit shift circuits of this embodiment are capable of %,
%, and % times multiplication of the pixel data. Two bit
shifting can be used to multiply the pixel data by %, one bit
shifting can be used to multiply the pixel data by % and data
shifted by two bits and data shifted by one bit can be added
to multiply the pixel data by %. The bit shift circuits of this
embodiment are shown to be circuits having these functions.

The adder 2209 outputs display data for generated inter-
polated pixels to the latch 2211. The latch 2211 temporarily
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stores this display data for transmission to the data selector
2213 via the data bus 2212.

The latch 2201 also outputs the latched display data to the
latch 2203 via the data bus 2202. The latch 2203 then
transmits the stored display data to the data selector 2213 via
the data bus 2204.

The data selector 2213 selects one of the items of display
data transmitted via the data buses 2204 and 2212 in
accordance with the control signal 2107 for outputting to the
odd pixel data bus 2109. The conditions for this selection by
the data selector 2213 are shown in FIG. 24. Display data
“1” appearing on the display data bus 2118 is sourced from
the data bus 2204, display data “2+3” is display data sourced
via the data bus 2212, display data “4” is display data
sourced via the data bus 2204, display data “5+6” is display
data sourced via the data bus 2212, and display data “7+8”
is display data sourced via the data bus 2212.

Processing of even pixels will now be described.

After latching display data inputted via the display data
bus 101, the latch 2201 transmits this display data to the bit
shift circuit 2214 via the data bus 2202. The bit shift circuit
2114 then subjects the inputted display data to prescribed bit
shift control and the data is outputted to the adder 2218 via
the data bus 2215. The display data inputted via the display
data bus 101 is also inputted directly to the bit shift circuit
2216. The bit shift circuit 2116 then subjects the inputted
display data to prescribed bit shift control and outputs this
display data to the adder 2218 via the data bus 2217. After
adding the display data 2215 and the display data 2217, the
adder 2218 outputs the resulting data to the data selector
2220 via the data bus 2219.

In this case, there is a phase difference of one clock
portion between the display data inputted directly at the bit
shift circuit 2216 from the display data bus 101 and the
display data inputted at the bit shift circuit 2214 via the latch
2201 and the data bus 2202. When the display data is taken
to be X(m), X(m+1), X(m+2) and X(m+3), the display data
generated and outputted by the adder 2218 carries out
processing so as to give weightings of %, % and % to
neighboring pairs of pixels as follows.

Yo X(m)y+¥aX(m+1)
Yo X(m+1)+%-X(m+2)
X (m+2)+Y X (m+3)

Three items of interpolated pixel data can also be gener-
ated in this way for even pixel data in the same way as for
odd pixel data.

The latch 2201 also transfers stored display data to the
data selector 2220 via the data bus 2202.

The data selector 2220 selects one of the items of display
data inputted via the data buses 2212, 2202 and 2219 as
appropriate for outputting to the data latch 2113 via the even
pixel data bus 2110. The conditions for selecting by the data
selector 2220 are shown in FIG. 24. The display data “1+2”
appearing on the display data bus 2110 is sourced at the data
bus 2212, the display data “3+4” is sourced at the data bus
2219, the display data “5” is sourced at the data bus 2202,
the display data “6+7” is sourced at the data bus 2219 and
the display data “8” is sourced at the data bus 2202.

Next, the details of the vertical operator 2119 are
described using FIG. 23.

Display data coming via the data buses 2109 and 2110 and
display data coming via the data buses 2117 and 2118 are
inputted to the vertical operator 2119.

Display data inputted via the data buses 2117 and 2118 is
delayed by one horizontal line portion with respect to
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display data inputted via the data buses 2109 and 2110
because this display data has passed once through the line
data latch 2115 (refer to FIG. 21).

Display data that has passed through the data bus 2109 is
bit shifted by the bit shift circuit 2301 and transmitted to the
adder 2305 via the data bus 2302. Further, display data
passing through the data bus 2117 is similarly bit shifted at
the bit shift circuit 2303 and transmitted to the adder 2305
via the data bus 2304. The adder 2305 then adds the inputted
display data for outputting to the data latch 2122 (refer to
FIG. 21) via the data bus 2120. When the display data
inputted at the vertical operator 2119 is taken to be Y(n),
Y(o+1), Y(0+2) and Y(n+3), display data outputted via the
odd pixel data bus 2120 is taken to be display data for
carrying out processing by giving weightings of %, ¥ and %
to pairs of neighboring pixels, as is shown in the following.

WY (m)+%Y (n+1)
WY (n+1)+% Y (n+2)
Yo (ne2+ % Y(n+3)

As with the horizontal operator 2108, the vertical operator
2119 also generates three interpolated pixels from four
pixels.

The data for the even pixels inputted via the data buses
2120 and 2118 can also be subjected to processing by the bit
shift circuit 2306 and 2308 and the adder 2310 in the same
manner. Vertical interpolation pixel data for generated even
pixel display data is outputted to the latch 2120 via the data
bus 2121.

The details of the controller 2102 are described using FIG.
30.

The controller 2102 comprises a register 3401, horizontal
counter 3403, decoders 3405, 3406, 3409, 3412 and 3413
and vertical counters 3407 and 3410, together with various
signal lines and buses connecting these items together.

The register 3401 stores data for control use transmitted
via the display data bus 101. This data for control use can be
transmitted during the flyback period when display data is
not being transmitted. The register 3401 then transmits the
stored data for control use to the decoders 3405, 3406, 3409,
3412 and 3413 via a control data bus 3402,

The counter 3403 operates in response to the clock 102,
the display data capture start signal 103 and the horizontal
synchronization signal 104, and outputs a count value to
decoders 3405 and 3406 as an output signal 3404. The
decoder 3405 then generates the control signal 2103 based
on these signals, and the decoder 3406 generates the control
signal 2107 based on these signals.

The counter 3407 operates in response to the horizontal
synchronization signal 104 and therefore operates in syn-
chronization with the line period of the inputted display data
so as to output a count value to the decoder 3409 as the
output signal 3408. The decoder 3409 then generates a
control signal 2104 based on this output signal 3408.

The counter 3410 operates in response to the output
control signal 2101 and therefore operates in synchroniza-
tion with the line period of the output display data rather
than in synchronization with the line period of the inputted
display data. The counter 3410 outputs a count value to
decoders 3412 and 3413 as an output signal 3411. The
decoder 3412 then generates the data select signal 2105
based on this output signal 3411, and the decoder 3413
generates an output select signal 2106.

Next, the scanning driver is described using FIG. 7 and
FIG. 25.
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The basic configuration of the scanning driver is the same
as for the case shown in FIG. 7, except for that four inputted
horizontal periods are divided into five horizontal periods
and the shift clock group 706 is shifted in the way shown in
FIG. 25. The gate line group 710 gradually attains the
sequential selected state shown in FIG. 25 in line with the
shift clock group 706. Expansion in the vertical direction can
then be realized through combination with the liquid crystal
driver of this embodiment.

The display conditions for the overall picture in the fourth
embodiment are the same as the case for the second embodi-
ment (refer to FIG. 13). However, there is a distinction in the
displaying of fine display characters etc. As described
previously, interpolated pixel data is generated by subjecting
neighboring pairs of source pixel data to arithmetic process-
ing operations. Interpolation for neighboring black and
white portions is therefore displayed as half-tone display
data (refer to FIG. 26A and FIG. 26B). Thin lines therefore
do not become thicker or thinner, i.e. display data is there-
fore faithfully maintained (reproduced) after enlargement.

Arbitrary enlargement processing can therefore be easily
carried out by the third and fourth embodiments even with
low resolution display data, as is also the case for color
displaying.

In the third and fourth embodiments, neighboring pixel
data is calculated by a horizontal operator and a vertical
operator, but, rather than carrying out this operation
processing, if another pixel data transmitting process is
carried out, the same display results as for the first and
second embodiments can be obtained.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, a fifth embodiment of the present invention is
described using FIG. 31 to FIG. 36.

In this fifth embodiment, enlargement displaying of 1.5
times 1s carried out as in the first embodiment. However,
whereas a plurality of gate lines were selected simulta-
neously in the first embodiment to perform enlargement in
the vertical direction, in this fifth embodiment gate elec-
trodes are selected one at a time and expansion is carried out
in the vertical direction by regulating the timing of the
gradation voltages for the drain line.

FIG. 31 is a view of the configuration of the liquid crystal
display relating to the fifth embodiment of the present
invention.

In FIG. 31, the liquid crystal display is configured from a
controller 4902 for generating liquid crystal driving display
data and various timing signals, a liquid crystal panel 4906,
a liquid crystal driver 4903 for generating a gradation
voltage, a scanning driver 4904 for generating a line select
voltage or a line de-select voltage and a power supply 4905
for generating a liquid crystal driving voltage.

The controller 4902 generates various timing signals for
liquid crystal-driving based on display data supplied from a
system (not shown in the drawings) via the data bus 4901
and the synchronization signals. Pixel parts comprising a
thin film transistor (“TFT”) 4911, a liquid crystal 4912 and
a supplementary capacitor 4913 are provided at the liquid
crystal panel 4906. At each of the pixel parts, when the TFT
4911 goes on due to a selection voltage provided via a gate
line group 4909, gradation voltages supplied via a drain line
group 4908 and a voltage supplied via a power supply line
4910 are applied to the liquid crystal 4912 and the supple-
mentary capacitor 4913, and gradation displaying is carried
out in response to this potential difference. At this liquid
crystal panel 4906, the supplementary capacitor 4913 of the
pixel part for which the TFT 4911 has gone on is configured
so as to be connected to a separate neighboring gate line so
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that two select voltage cannot be applied to a neighboring
gate lines at the same time. The power supply 4905 gener-
ates a voltage to be utilized in the generation of the line
select voltage and gradation voltage by the liquid crystal
driver 4903 and the scanning driver 4904, with the polarity
of this voltage being flipped backwards and forwards in
accordance with the alternating signal of the signal line
4907.

FIG. 32 shows the block configuration of the liquid crystal
driver 4903.

In FIG. 32, the liquid crystal driver 4903 is configured
from a shift register 4109 for generating timing, a controller
4107 for controlling operations of the shift register 4109, a
data latch 4111 for capturing, storing and outputting one line
portions of display data in pixel units for the liquid crystal
panel, a line data latch 4113, a line data latch 4115 and a
gradation voltage generator 4117.

Display data 4101, a clock 4102 giving the transmission
timing of the display data 4101, a display data capture start
signal 4103, a horizontal data synchronization signal 4104
for taking the horizontal period of the display data as the
periodicity, and a horizontal scanning period signal 4106
synchronized with the scanning period of the scanning
driver (to be described later) are supplied to the liquid crystal
driver 4903 by the controller 4902 of FIG. 31. The shift
register 4109 generates a latch signal group 4110 giving the
display data storage position and storage timing based on
these signals and outputs this latch signal group 4110 to the
data latch 4111. The latch signal group 4110 comprises the
same number of latch signals as the drain line group 4908 of
the liquid crystal panel 4906, with pixel unit latch circuits
being arranged at the data latch 4111 so as to correspond to
each latch signal. The data latch 4111 sequentially stores
transmitted display data 4101 in accordance with the latch
signal group 4110 and outputs the stored display data to a
data bus 4112. The line data latch 4113 simultaneously
captures and stores data on the data bus 4112 on the timing
of the synchronization signal 4104 and outputs the stored
display data to a data bus 4114. The line data latch 4115
simultaneously captures and stores data on the data bus 4114
on the timing of a synchronization signal 4104 and outputs
the stored display data to the data bus 4114. The gradation
voltage generator 4117 selects a gradation voltage corre-
sponding to the display data on the data bus 4114 from
within the reference gradation voltage 4105 for outputting to
a drain line group 4118 (4908).

The details of the shift register 4109 will now be
described using FIG. 33. In FIG. 33, the portions relating to
the generation of five latch signals i.e. flip-flops (hereinafter
referred to as “FF”) 4701-1 to 4701-5 comprising the shift
register and selectors 4702-1 and 4702-4 switching over the
inputs of FF4701-2 and 4701-5) are shown within the
structure of the shift register 4109. Each FF 4701 captures,
saves, and outputs from a Q terminal, data inputted at a D
terminal on the timing of the clock 4102 inputted at the
terminal CK. The output of the Q terminal of each FF4701
is outputted as the latch signal group 4110. In the above
configuration, the valid level of the display data capture start
signal 4103 is sequentially shifted first by FF4701-1 and
4701-2, then by FF4701-3, then by FF4701-4 and 4701-5 in
synchronization with the display data clock 4102. In this
way, two latch signals simultaneously become valid levels
within one period of the clock 4102. The state of a selector
4702 is switched by a switching signal 4108 and the outputs
of FF4701-1 to 4701-5 are sequentially put to valid levels
one at a time.

FIG. 34 shows the configuration of the scanning driver.
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In FIG. 34 the scanning driver comprises a shift register
4804, a level shifter 4806 and a voltage selector 4808. The
shift register 4804 outputs a shift clock group 4805 having
the same number of shift clock lines as there are gate lines
in the gate line group 4909 for the liquid crystal panel 4906.
When a line scan start signal 4801 then becomes valid, the
shift clock group 4805 becomes valid levels one at a time in
order from the head in accordance with a line shift clock
4802. This shift clock group 4805 is then supplied to the
voltage selector 4808 after the voltage levels are changed by
the shift register 4804. The voltage selector 4808 outputs
select voltages or de-select voltages corresponding to the
voltage levels of each of the shift clocks for the supplied
shift clock group 4803 as a gate select group 4809 (gate line
group 4909) selected from a voltage supplied from a power
supply line 4803. At this time, the voltage selector 4808
outputs select voltages to gate lines corresponding to valid
level shift clocks and outputs de-select voltages to remaining
gate lines.

The operation of the liquid crystal display of this embodi-
ment is now described using FIG. 35 and FIG. 36. FIG. 35
and FIG. 36 are timing charts showing the operation of the
liquid crystal display.

Here, a description is given taking the resolution of the
liquid crystal panel 4906 to be 1024 horizontal dots by 768
vertical lines and the resolution of the inputted display data
to be 640 horizontal dots by 480 vertical lines similar to the
configuration of the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 35, at the liquid crystal driver of FIG.
32, when the level of the display data capture start signal
4103 becomes a valid level (low level), the operation of the
shift register 4109 commences. The shift register 4109 first
simultaneously makes the latch signals 4110-1 and 4110-2
valid in synchronization with the clock 4102, then makes the
latch signal 4110-3 valid, so as to sequentially make the
latch signals 4110 valid two and then one at a time thereafter.
As a result of this, at the data latch 4111, the same display
data is first simultaneously stored at latches corresponding to
the latch signals 4110-1 and 4110-2, with the following
display data then being stored at a latch corresponding to the
latch signal 4110-3. In this way, the display data 4101 is
stored as partially duplicated display data at the data latch
4111. The display data of the data latch 4111 is captured and
stored simultaneously at the line data latch 4113 using the
horizontal data synchronization signal 4104. The display
data of the line data latch 4113 is stored at the line data latch
4115 using the synchronization signal 4106. Further, the
gradation voltage is outputted to the drain line group 4118
based on the display data of the line data latch 4115. The
display data capture start position can be changed using the
display data capture start signal 4103.

On the other hand, at the scanning driver 4904 of FIG. 34,
as shown in FIG. 36, when the line scan start signal 4801
becomes valid, a select voltage is outputted to the gate line
for the first horizontal line within the gate line group 4909,
with de-select voltages being outputted to remaining gate
lines. The gate line to which the select voltage is outputted
is then sequentially transferred from the gate line for the
leading line to the gate line of the final line in synchroni-
zation with the shift clock 4802. The shift clock 4802 also
changes the gradation voltage outputted by the liquid crystal
driver 4903 every time the gate line to which the select
voltage is outputted is transferred in synchronization with
the horizontal scanning period signal 4106 supplied to the
line data latch 4115 of the liquid crystal driver 4903. The
horizontal data synchronization signal 4104 of the line data
latch 4113 has a period of 1.5 times the period of the
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horizontal scanning period signal 4106 of the line data latch
4115. Because of this, when the line scan start signal 4801
becomes valid, the liquid crystal driver 4903 outputs gra-
dation voltages based on display data L(1) for the same one
line portion during the first two periods of the horizontal
scanning period signal 4106 and outputs a gradation voltage
based on display data 1(2) for the next one line portion in the
next one period. In this way, displaying is carried out at the
pixel parts for the first and second lines based on the same
one line portion of display data L(1) and displaying is
carried out at the pixel part for the third line based on the
next one line portion of display data I(2). As a result, a
display expressed by 640 dot by 480 line display data is
displayed on the liquid crystal panel enlarged by 1.5 times
in the horizontal and vertical directions. This displaying is
the same as that described in the first embodiment using
FIG. 9, FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B.

With the liquid crystal display of this embodiment, when
the image resolution expressed by the inputted display data
4101 is the same as the resolution of the liquid crystal panel
4906, displaying can be carried out at a normal ratio by
switching the state of the selector 4702 for the shift register
shown in FIG. 33. Further, a shift register capable of
arbitrarily switching over inputs of each FF described in
FIG. 27 and FIG. 28 is utilized as the shift register 4109.
Enlargement and displaying at an arbitrary rate is then
possible by changing the timing of the latch signal group
4110 generated by this shift register and the timing of the
horizontal data synchronization signal 4104 and the hori-
zontal scanning period signal 4106. The same enlargement
and displaying is also possible for color displaying.

Sixth Embodiment

Next, a sixth embodiment of the present invention will be
described using FIG. 37 to FIG. 39.

This embodiment carries out displaying enlarged by 1.25
times in the same way as the second embodiment and has the
same configuration as the fifth embodiment with the exclu-
sion of the shift register of the liquid crystal driver.

FIG. 37 is a block diagram of the shift register 4109 of the
liquid crystal driver 4903 of the sixth embodiment. FIG. 37
shows the configuration relating to the generation of eight
latch signals, i.c. shows the selectors 4702-1 and 4702-6 for
switching the flip-flops (FF) 4701-1 to 4701-8 comprising
the shift register and the inputs of FF4701-2 and 4701-7. The
function of each FF and the selector is the same as described
in FIG. 33. In the configuration in FIG. 37, the valid level of
the display data capture start signal 4103 in synchronization
with the clock 4102 for the display data is first captured at
FF4701-1 and 4701-2, then sequentially captured by
FF4701-3, FF4701-4 and then 4701-5, and then simulta-
neously captured at FF4701-6 and 4701-7. Two latch signals
therefore simultaneously become valid levels within one
period of four periods of the clock 4102. Therefore, with this
shift register, as with that of the fifth embodiment, the state
of the selector 4702 is switched over and the outputs of
FF4701-1 to 4701-8 are sequentially made to be valid levels
one at a time.

FIG. 38 and FIG. 39 are timing charts showing the
operation of the liquid crystal display of this embodiment.

In the following, as in the second embodiment, the
operation of a liquid crystal display where the resolution of
the liquid crystal panel 4906 is 1024 horizontal dots by 768
lines and the resolution of the inputted display data is 800
horizontal dots by 600 vertical lines will be described.

As shown in FIG. 38, the liquid crystal driver operates in
the same way as in the fifth embodiment (refer to FIG. 35)
with the exception of the same display data being stored at
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two latches within the data latch 4111 at the rate of one time
per four periods of the clock 4102.

At the data latch 4111 the same display data is first stored
simultaneously at latches corresponding to the latch signals
4110-1 and 4110-2 in accordance with the aforementioned
latch signal group and is then sequentially stored at latches
corresponding to the latch signals 4110-3, 4110-4 and
4110-5 thereafter. By repeating this operation, display data
4101 for one line portion is stored so as to be partially
duplicated at the data latch 4111. The display data of the data
latch 4111 is simultaneously captured and stored at the line
data latch 4113 using the horizontal data synchronization
signal 4104, and display data for the line data latch 4113 is
stored at the line data latch 4115 using the synchronization
signal 4106. A gradation voltage is then outputted to the
drain line group 4118 based on the display data of the line
data latch 4115.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 39, the operation of
the scanning driver is the same as for the fifth embodiment
(refer to FIG. 35), with the exception of the horizontal data
synchronization signal 4104 of the line data latch 4113
having a period 1.25 times the period of the horizontal
scanning period signal 4106 of the line data latch 4115.

When the line scan start signal 4801 becomes valid, a
select voltage is outputted to the gate line for the leading line
within the gate line group 4809 and a de-select voltage is
outputted to the remaining gate lines. The gate line to which
a select voltage is outputted is then sequentially transferred
in synchronization with the shift clock 4802 from the gate
line for the leading line to the gate line for the final line. The
shift clock 4802 then also updates the gradation voltage
outputted by the liquid crystal driver 4903 every time the
gate line to which the select voltage is outputted is
transferred, in synchronization with the horizontal scanning
period signal 4106 supplied to the line data latch 4115 of the
liquid crystal driver 4903. However, because the horizontal
data synchronization signal 4104 of the line data latch 4113
has a period of 1.25 times the period of the horizontal
scanning period signal 4106 of the line data latch 4115,
when the line scan start signal 4801 becomes valid the liquid
crystal driver 4903 outputs gradation voltages based on the
same one line portion of display data L(1) in the first two
periods of the horizontal scanning period signal 4106 and
then outputs gradation voltages based on the one line
portions of display data L(2), L(3) and L(4) in the subse-
quent three periods. As a result, a display expressing display
data of 640 dots by 480 lines can be displayed enlarged by
1.25 times in the horizontal and vertical directions. This
display is the same as the display described in the second
embodiment using FIG. 13, FIG. 14A and FIG. 14B.

When the resolution of the image expressed by the
inputted display data 4101 is the same as the resolution of
the liquid crystal panel 4906, normal displaying can be
performed at the same rate with the liquid crystal display of
this embodiment also by switching the state of the selector
4702 of the shift register shown in FIG. 37. As in the case
of the fifth embodiment, this sixth embodiment can also be
applied to a liquid crystal display for displaying at an
arbitrary rate of enlargement or color displaying.

In the above fifth and sixth embodiments images
expressed by low resolution display data can be enlarged and
displayed as normal. By then selecting gate lines sequen-
tially one at a time, display panels where a plurality of gate
lines cannot be selected at the same time can be utilized and
cheaper related scanning drivers can be utilized as the
scanning driver 4904.

According to the present invention described above, dis-
play data can be enlarged so as to be displayed in a natural
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manner even when the resolution of the inputted display data
is lower than the resolution of the liquid crystal panel. An
enlarged display of a higher picture quality is also possible
in this case by giving weightings during the generation of
interpolated pixels.

Further, it is not necessary to change related systems for
generating display data or related liquid crystal panels for
this enlargement processing to be carried out at liquid crystal
drivers and scanning drivers, and devices for the present
invention can therefore be made cheaply.

According to the present invention, the above enlarge-
ment processing can be carried out utilizing liquid crystal
panels that are not capable of selecting two neighboring
horizontal lines simultaneously.

What is claimed is:

1. Aliquid crystal display device for displaying an image
represented by display data comprising a plurality of pixel
data that is sequentially inputted, comprising:

a liquid crystal panel having a plurality of pixel display

units arranged in M rows and N columns;

a gray-scale driver having N pixel data latch circuits
provided respectively to each of N columns of said
liquid crystal panel, and for supplying gray-scale volt-
ages in accordance with pixel data latched by each of
said N pixel data latching circuits, respectively, to
corresponding columns of said liquid crystal panel,
whereby the gray-scale voltages corresponding to one
horizontal line are supplied in parallel to said liquid
crystal panel;

a scanning driver for selecting a line of said liquid crystal
panel, which is to be supplied with the gray-scale
voltages for one horizontal line, outputted by said
gray-scale driver; and

a control circuit for generating a first control signal to be
provided to said gray-scale driver and a second control
signal to be provided to said scanning driver, on the
basis of said display data and a sync signal thereof;
wherein,
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according to said first control signal, said plurality of pixel
data sequentially inputted from outside are latched into
said pixel data latch circuits in sequence;

according to said second control signal, said scanning
driver sequentially selects a line of said liquid crystal
panel, the line being supplied with the gray-scale
voltages corresponding to one horizontal line, output-
ted by said gray-scale driver; and

said control circuit generates said first control signal so
that at least one pixel data is latched into at least two of
said plurality of pixel data latch circuits, when a pixel
data number V for one horizontal line of said display
data is smaller than N, and generates said second
control signal so that the gray-scale voltages for at least
one horizontal line are supplied into a plurality of lines
of the liquid crystal panel, when a pixel data number H
for one vertical line is smaller than M.

2. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein said at least two of said plurality of pixel data latch
circuits are arranged so that the corresponding columns are
neighboring.

3. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
further comprising changing means for changing the number
of said plurality of pixel data latch circuits simultaneously
latching the same piece of pixel data.

4. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
further comprising selected line number changing means for
changing a number of lines simultaneously selected by said
scanning driver.

5. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1,
wherein said plurality of lines of the liquid crystal panel are
neighboring.
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