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(57) ABSTRACT

In one embodiment of the present invention, a gate driver
creates a dummy insertion period in which the driver does not
apply a gate on pulse to a scanning signal line immediately
after the time of the inversion of a data signal. When a period
from the time of the application of the gate on pulse to an odd
numbered or even numbered scanning signal line to which the
gate on pulse is applied previously to the time of the applica-
tion of the gate on pulse to an even numbered or odd num-
bered scanning signal line to which the gate on pulse is
applied later is set as an adjacent line writing time lag period
for two scanning signal lines adjacent to each other, a CS
control circuit allows the polarity of every CS signal to be
reversed on the same cycle at least in the adjacent line writing
time lag period. This makes it possible to provide a liquid
crystal display device capable of offering high quality display
in which unevenness in the display is suppressed without
being affected by the blunt waveform of the data signal and
the blunt waveform of a retention volume signal at the time of
the inversion.
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FIG. 89
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1
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE,
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE DRIVE
METHOD, AND TELEVISION RECEIVER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
device for displaying an image by applying a voltage to liquid
crystal, a method for driving the liquid crystal display device,
and a television receiver.

BACKGROUND ART

A liquid crystal display device is a flat display device
having excellent properties such as high definition, a flat
shape, light weight, and low power consumption. Recently,
due to an increase in display ability, an increase in production
ability, and an increase in price competitiveness against other
display devices, the market of the liquid crystal display device
has spread rapidly.

An in-plane switching mode (IPS mode, see Patent Litera-
ture 1) and a multi-domain vertical aligned mode (MVA
mode, see Patent Literature 2) in particular are applied to
liquid crystal televisions as a liquid crystal display device of
a wide viewing angle which is free from a problem such as a
great decrease in a display contrast ratio and inversion of
display gradations when a display surface is seen from a skew
direction.

Although display quality of a liquid crystal display device
has been improved, there appears a new problem of viewing
angle dependency: a problem of difference in gamma char-
acteristic when seen from a front and gamma characteristic
when seen from a skew direction, i.e. a problem of viewing
angle dependency in gamma characteristic. Gamma charac-
teristic here indicates dependency of display luminance on
gradations, and gamma characteristic being different between
when seen from a front and when seen from a skew direction
indicates that the state of gradation display varies depending
on a direction in which the display surface is seen. This is
problematic particularly when displaying an image such as
photograph and when displaying television broadcasting etc.

The viewing angle dependency of gamma characteristic is
more evident in the MVA mode than in the IPS mode. On the
other hand, it is more difficult to produce a liquid crystal panel
of the IPS mode with high contrast ratio when seen from the
front than to produce a liquid crystal panel of the MVA mode
with high contrast ratio when seen from the front. In view of
the above, it is desirable to improve viewing angle depen-
dency of gamma characteristic in the liquid crystal display
device of the MVA mode in particular.

With respect to this problem, Patent Literature 3 discloses
a liquid crystal display device and a driving method thereof,
each capable of improving viewing angle dependency in
gamma characteristic, excess brightness characteristic in par-
ticular, by separating one pixel into a plurality of sub-pixels
with different brightness. Such display or driving is referred
to as area coverage modulation display, area coverage modu-
lation drive, multi-pixel display, or multi-pixel drive.

To be specific, an auxiliary capacitor (Cs) is provided for
each of a plurality of sub-pixels (SP) in one pixel (P), and an
auxiliary capacitor counter electrode (connected with a CS
bus line) constituting the auxiliary capacitor is electrically
independent with respect to each sub-pixel. By changing a
voltage to be supplied to the auxiliary capacitor counter elec-
trode (the voltage may be referred to as an auxiliary capacitor
counter voltage, an auxiliary capacitor signal voltage, an aux-
iliary capacitor signal, or a CS signal), effective voltages
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applied on individual liquid crystal layers of the plurality of
sub-pixels are made different with use of a capacitive divider.

However, if the multi-pixel structure described in Patent
Literature 3 is applied to a liquid crystal television with high
definition or with a large size, cycle of oscillation of an
oscillating voltage gets shorter as a display panel has higher
definition or larger size. This raises a problem such as diffi-
culty in preparation of a circuit for generating an oscillating
voltage, an increase in power consumption, greater influence
of rounding of a waveform due to electric load impedance of
a CS bus line. With respect to this problem, Patent Literature
4 discloses providing a plurality of CS main lines that are
electrically independent from each other and connecting a
plurality of CS bus lines with each of the CS main lines so as
to lengthen a cycle of oscillation of an oscillating voltage to be
applied to an auxiliary capacitor counter electrode via the CS
bus line.

If a current voltage continues to be applied to a liquid
crystal layer of such liquid crystal display device for a long
time, elements get deteriorated. Therefore, in order to secure
along life of such liquid crystal display device, it is necessary
to perform alternating driving (inversion driving) in which the
polarity of a voltage to be applied is inverted periodically.
However, in a case where an active matrix liquid crystal
display device employs frame inversion driving in which the
polarity of a voltage is inverted with respect to each frame, it
is inevitable that some unbalance is seen in a plus/minus
voltage to be applied to liquid crystal due to anisotropy of
liquid crystal dielectric constant, variation in pixel potential
that is caused by parasitic capacitance between a gate and a
source of a pixel TFT, and a slip of a center value of a counter
electrode signal. Consequently, a minor variation in lumi-
nance occurs ata frequency that is ahalf of a frame frequency,
making a user see flickers. In order to solve this problem,
there is generally employed inversion driving in which pixel
signals have opposite polarities between adjacent lines or
adjacent pixels as well as voltages are inverted with respect to
each frame.

When dot inversion in which the polarity of a voltage is
inverted with respect to each pixel is performed, a charging
rate of a pixel drops due to signal delay in a data signal line.
In order to solve this problem, there is proposed a technique
for inverting the polarity of a data signal voltage with respect
to a plurality of horizontal periods (a plurality of rows). How-
ever, this technique still raises a problem that a charging rate
of a pixel drops at a row where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted.

In order to solve this problem, Patent Literature 5 discloses
a technique in which a dummy horizontal period is provided
after inversion of the polarity of a data signal and gate-on
pulses whose pulse width corresponds to a plurality of hori-
zontal periods are applied to all scanning signal lines in such
a manner that the gate-on pulses have the same pulse width.
FIG. 92 is a voltage waveform chart showing driving by this
technique. In FIG. 92, (2) represents a latch pulse LP1, (3)
represents image data D to be latched by a signal-side drive
circuit and output to a signal line SL. with respect to each
horizontal scanning period, (4) represents a polarity signal P
of an image signal voltage, and (5)-(12) represent scanning
signal voltages of individual scanning lines. This technique
improves display unevenness due to the difference in a charg-
ing property.

Further, Patent Literature 6 discloses a technique in which
the width of a gate-on pulse after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is made larger than the width of a gate-on pulse
with no inversion of the polarity of a data signal so as to
increase a charging rate of a first row where the polarity of the
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data signal is inverted. FIG. 93 is a voltage waveform chart
showing driving by this technique. FIG. 93 shows gate signals
at 4i” to [4(i+1)+1]? rows and a data signal.
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, in a case where a dummy horizontal period is
provided in the multi-pixel drive, there is a possibility that a
polarity inversion cycle of a data signal varies depending on
timing, which results in disparity between the polarity inver-
sion cycle of a data signal and a polarity inversion cycle of a
retention capacitor signal. In this case, writing data in a pixel
when the waveform of the retention capacitor signal is
rounded may cause display unevenness.

Solution to Problem

The present invention was made in view of the foregoing
problems. An object of the present invention is to provide a
liquid crystal display device, a liquid crystal display device
drive method and a television receiver, each capable of dis-
playing a high-quality image with subdued display uneven-
ness, without being influenced by the rounding of a data
signal waveform and the rounding of a retention capacitor
signal when inverting the polarity.

In order to solve the foregoing problem, the liquid crystal
display device of the present invention is an active-matrix
liquid crystal display device, including: scanning signal lines
extending in a row direction; data signal lines extending in a
column direction; retention capacitor lines extending in a row
direction; a first transistor and a second transistor that are
provided near each of intersections of the scanning signal
lines and the data signal lines and that are connected with each
of the scanning signal lines and each of the data signal lines;
and pixel regions each including a first sub-pixel electrode
and a second sub-pixel electrode, the first sub-pixel electrode
being connected with the first transistor and the second sub-
pixel electrode being connected with the second transistor,
the first sub-pixel electrode and the second sub-pixel elec-
trode being connected with different ones of the retention
capacitor lines to form retention capacitors, respectively, the
scanning signal lines being divided into one or more blocks,
and scanning signal lines included in each block being
divided into a first group consisting of odd scanning signal

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

lines and a second group consisting of even scanning signal
lines, the liquid crystal display device comprising: a scanning
signal driving section for sequentially scanning blocks of
scanning signal lines and sequentially scanning groups of
scanning signal lines in each block such that the scanning
signal lines in each block are interlace-scanned, so as to
sequentially apply gate-on pulses on the scanning signal
lines, each of the gate-on pulses causing one of the scanning
signal lines to be in a selected state; a data signal driving
section for applying, on the data signal lines, data signals
whose polarities are switched with predetermined timing; and
a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying, on
the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor signals
whose polarities are switched with predetermined timing, the
data signal driving section providing a dummy insertion
period right after a moment of polarity inversion of a data
signal and causing a polarity of a data signal applied on a data
signal line during the dummy insertion period to be equalto a
polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal line during
a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion period,
and the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion timing of individual retention capacitor
signals at least in an adjacent line writing time difference
period to be equal among successive frames, the adjacent line
writing time difference period being a period from a moment
of application of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that
is one of adjacent two scanning signal lines and that belongs
to a first group or a second group firstly subjected to applica-
tion of a gate-on pulse to a moment of application of a gate-on
pulse on a scanning signal line that is the other of the adjacent
two scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second group
or a first group secondly subjected to application of a gate-on
pulse.

In order to solve the foregoing problem, the method of the
present invention for driving a liquid crystal display device is
a method for driving an active-matrix liquid crystal display
device, including: scanning signal lines extending in a row
direction; data signal lines extending in a column direction;
retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction; a first
transistor and a second transistor that are provided near each
ofintersections of the scanning signal lines and the data signal
lines and that are connected with each of the scanning signal
lines and each of the data signal lines; and pixel regions each
including a first sub-pixel electrode and a second sub-pixel
electrode, the first sub-pixel electrode being connected with
the first transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode being
connected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel elec-
trode and the second sub-pixel electrode being connected
with different ones of the retention capacitor lines to form
retention capacitors, respectively, the scanning signal lines
being divided into one or more blocks, and scanning signal
lines included in each block being divided into a first group
consisting of odd scanning signal lines and a second group
consisting of even scanning signal lines, the method compris-
ing: (i) sequentially scanning blocks of scanning signal lines
and sequentially scanning groups of scanning signal lines in
each block such that the scanning signal lines in each block
are interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-on pulses
causing one of the scanning signal lines to be in a selected
state; (ii) applying, on the data signal lines, data signals whose
polarities are switched with predetermined timing; and (iii)
applying, on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predetermined
timing, in the step (ii), a dummy insertion period being pro-
vided right after a moment of polarity inversion of a data
signal and a polarity of a data signal applied on a data signal
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line during the dummy insertion period being caused to be
equal to a polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal
line during a horizontal period right after the dummy inser-
tion period, and in the step (iii), polarity inversion timing of
individual retention capacitor signals at least in an adjacent
line writing time difference period being caused to be equal
among successive frames, the adjacent line writing time dif-
ference period being a period from a moment of application of
a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that is one of adja-
cent two scanning signal lines and that belongs to a first group
or a second group firstly subjected to application of a gate-on
pulse to a moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a
scanning signal line that is the other of the adjacent two
scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second group or a
first group secondly subjected to application of a gate-on
pulse.

With the arrangement or the method, the dummy insertion
period is provided right after the moment of polarity inversion
(of a data signal, and the polarity of a data signal applied on
the data signal line during the dummy insertion period is
equal to the polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal
line during a horizontal period right after the dummy inser-
tion period. This allows reducing drop in a pixel charging
ratio due to rounding of a waveform of a data signal that is
caused when inverting the polarity. This allows high-quality
display with subdued display unevenness.

Further, as described above, in a case where a dummy
insertion period is inserted, there is a possibility that a polarity
inversion cycle of a data signal varies depending on timing,
which results in disparity between the polarity inversion cycle
of a data signal and a polarity inversion cycle of a retention
capacitor signal. In contrast thereto, with the above configu-
ration of the present invention, polarity inversion timing of
individual retention capacitor signals at least in an adjacent
line writing time difference period is caused to be equal
among successive frames. This allows the polarity inversion
timing of the retention capacitor signal to be in synchroniza-
tion with the moments of applying gate-on pulses on all the
scanning signal lines. Consequently, it is possible to prevent
display unevenness due to rounding of a waveform of a CS
signal.

An active-matrix liquid crystal display device, including:
scanning signal lines extending in a row direction; data signal
lines extending in a column direction; retention capacitor
lines extending in a row direction; a first transistor and a
second transistor that are provided near each of intersections
of the scanning signal lines and the data signal lines and that
are connected with each of the scanning signal lines and each
ofthe data signal lines; and pixel regions each including a first
sub-pixel electrode and a second sub-pixel electrode, the first
sub-pixel electrode being connected with the first transistor
and the second sub-pixel electrode being connected with the
second transistor, the first sub-pixel electrode and the second
sub-pixel electrode being connected with different ones of the
retention capacitor lines to form retention capacitors, respec-
tively, the scanning signal lines being divided into one or
more blocks, and scanning signal lines included in each block
being divided into a first group consisting of odd scanning
signal lines and a second group consisting of even scanning
signal lines, the liquid crystal display device comprising: a
scanning signal driving section for sequentially scanning
blocks of scanning signal lines and sequentially scanning
groups of scanning signal lines in each block such that the
scanning signal lines in each block are interlace-scanned, so
as to sequentially apply gate-on pulses on the scanning signal
lines, each of the gate-on pulses causing one of the scanning
signal lines to be in a selected state; a data signal driving
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section for applying, on the data signal lines, data signals
whose polarities are switched with predetermined timing; and
a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying, on
the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor signals
whose polarities are switched with predetermined timing, the
data signal driving section providing a dummy insertion
period right after a moment of polarity inversion of a data
signal and causing a polarity of a data signal applied on a data
signal line during the dummy insertion period to be equal to a
polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal line during
a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion period,
and the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion cycles of all of the retention capacitor sig-
nals to be equal at least in an adjacent line writing time
difference period, the adjacent line writing time difference
period being a period from a moment of application of a
gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that is one of adjacent
two scanning signal lines and that belongs to a first group or
a second group firstly subjected to application of a gate-on
pulse to a moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a
scanning signal line that is the other of the adjacent two
scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second group or a
first group secondly subjected to application of a gate-on
pulse.

A method for driving an active-matrix liquid crystal dis-
play device, including: scanning signal lines extending in a
row direction; data signal lines extending in a column direc-
tion; retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction; a
first transistor and a second transistor that are provided near
each of intersections of the scanning signal lines and the data
signal lines and that are connected with each of the scanning
signal lines and each of the data signal lines; and pixel regions
each including a first sub-pixel electrode and a second sub-
pixel electrode, the first sub-pixel electrode being connected
with the first transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode
being connected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel
electrode and the second sub-pixel electrode being connected
with different ones of the retention capacitor lines to form
retention capacitors, respectively, the scanning signal lines
being divided into one or more blocks, and scanning signal
lines included in each block being divided into a first group
consisting of odd scanning signal lines and a second group
consisting of even scanning signal lines, the method compris-
ing: (i) sequentially scanning blocks of scanning signal lines
and sequentially scanning groups of scanning signal lines in
each block such that the scanning signal lines in each block
are interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-on pulses
causing one of the scanning signal lines to be in a selected
state; (i1) applying, on the data signal lines, data signals whose
polarities are switched with predetermined timing; and (iii)
applying, on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predetermined
timing, in the step (ii), a dummy insertion period being pro-
vided right after a moment of polarity inversion of a data
signal and a polarity of a data signal applied on a data signal
line during the dummy insertion period being caused to be
equal to a polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal
line during a horizontal period right after the dummy inser-
tion period, and in the step (iii), polarity inversion cycles of all
of the retention capacitor signals being caused to be equal at
least in an adjacent line writing time difference period, the
adjacent line writing time difference period being a period
from a moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a scanning
signal line that is one of adjacent two scanning signal lines
and that belongs to a first group or a second group firstly
subjected to application of a gate-on pulse to a moment of
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application of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that is
the other of the adjacent two scanning signal lines and that
belongs to a second group or a first group secondly subjected
to application of a gate-on pulse.

With the arrangement or the method, the dummy insertion
period is provided right after the moment of polarity inversion
of'adata signal, and the polarity of a data signal applied on the
data signal line during the dummy insertion period is equal to
the polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal line
during a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion
period. This allows reducing drop in a pixel charging ratio due
to rounding of a waveform of a data signal that is caused when
inverting the polarity. This allows high-quality display with
subdued display unevenness.

Further, as described above, in a case where a dummy
insertion period is inserted, there is a possibility that a polarity
inversion cycle of a data signal varies depending on timing,
which results in disparity between the polarity inversion cycle
of a data signal and a polarity inversion cycle of a retention
capacitor signal. In contrast thereto, with the above configu-
ration of the present invention, polarity inversion timing of
individual retention capacitor signals at least in an adjacent
line writing time difference period is caused to be equal
among successive frames. This allows the polarity inversion
timing of the retention capacitor signal to be in synchroniza-
tion with the moments of applying gate-on pulses on all the
scanning signal lines. Consequently, it is possible to prevent
display unevenness due to rounding of a waveform of a CS
signal.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the data signal driving section pro-
vides a dummy insertion period right after a moment of polar-
ity inversion of a data signal and causes a data signal applied
on a data signal line during the dummy insertion period to be
equal to a data signal applied on the data signal line during a
horizontal period right after the dummy insertion period.

The method of the present invention may be arranged so
that in the step (ii), adummy insertion period is provided right
after amoment of polarity inversion of a data signal and a data
signal applied on a data signal line during the dummy inser-
tion period is caused to be equal to a data signal applied on the
data signal line during a horizontal period right after the
dummy insertion period.

With the arrangement or the method, the data signal
applied on a data signal line during the dummy insertion
period is equal to the data signal applied on the data signal line
during a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion
period. This makes it unnecessary to newly generate a data
signal to be inserted during the dummy insertion period,
easily realizing insertion of the dummy insertion period. Fur-
ther, it is easy to cause the polarity of a data signal applied on
the data signal line during the dummy insertion period to be
equal to the polarity of a data signal applied on the data signal
line during a horizontal period right after the dummy inser-
tion period.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the scanning signal driving section
does not apply the gate-on pulse during the dummy insertion
period.

However, the technique disclosed in Patent Literature 5 is
problematic in that since a pixel charged when the polarity of
a data signal is inverted is charged during a period when
rounding of a data signal waveform is great, it is impossible to
completely improve a difference in charging rate between the
pixel charged when the polarity of a data signal is inverted and
a pixel charged during the same gate-on time when the polar-
ity of a data signal is not inverted.
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Further, in the technique disclosed in Patent Literature 6, a
pixel charged when the polarity of a data signal is inverted is
charged during a period when rounding of a data signal wave-
form is great. Besides, since the amount of delay of a data
signal differs according to positions of a display area, round-
ing of a waveform of a data signal also differs depending on
positions of the display area. Consequently, even if a gate-on
pulse is lengthened after the polarity of a data signal is
inverted, it is impossible to evenly improve display uneven-
ness in the display area due to the difference in a charging
property. This problem is particularly evident in a large liquid
crystal display device with high definition, and further par-
ticularly evident in a case where image writing frequency is
made higher (e.g. 120 Hz) in order to increase visibility of a
moving image.

On the other hand, with the above configuration of the
present invention, the dummy insertion period in which the
gate-on pulse is not applied to the scanning signal line is
provided right after the moment of polarity inversion of a data
signal. This prevents a pixel from being charged during a
period in which the rounding of a waveform of a data signal
due to polarity inversion is great. This allows further effec-
tively preventing display unevenness etc.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the number of the blocks of scanning
signal lines is one, and the data signal driving section applies
the data signals on the data signal lines such that a polarity of
a data signal is inverted at a moment of switching groups of
scanning signal lines to be scanned.

The arrangement realizes driving in which the polarity of a
data signal is inverted with respect to each data signal line.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the number of the blocks of scanning
signal lines is two or more, and the data signal driving section
applies the data signals on the data signal lines such that a
polarity of a data signal is inverted at a moment of switching
groups of scanning signal lines to be scanned.

With the arrangement, the scanning signal lines are sepa-
rated into a plurality of blocks, and scanning signal lines of
each block are subjected to interlace scan driving. This case
allows reducing a difference in scanning timing between
groups of each block, compared with a case where all of
scanning signal lines are subjected to interlace scan driving.
Consequently, itis possible to prevent later-mentioned comb-
ing, and therefore it is possible to further increase display
quality.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a polarity inversion cycle of a reten-
tion capacitor signal is obtained by dividing the adjacent line
writing time difference period by k (k is an integer of 1 or
more).

With the arrangement, during the adjacent line writing time
difference period, the polarity of a retention capacitor signal
is inverted even times (2k (k is an integer of 1 or more). This
keeps bright-dark state of a sub-pixel constant, preventing
decrease in display quality. This allows inverting the order of
brightness and darkness of individual sub-pixels aligned in a
column direction with respect to every line, and thus prevents
jaggyness.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that k is 1.

With the arrangement, a polarity inversion cycle of a reten-
tion capacitor signal is 2 of the adjacent line writing time
difference period. In this case, the polarity inversion cycle of
the retention capacitor signal is longest. Therefore, applying
a gate-on pulse after inversion of the polarity of the retention
capacitor signal and right before next inversion allows writing
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data into individual sub-pixels at a moment when the wave-
form of the retention capacitor signal gets sufficiently gentle.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that also in a period other than the adja-
cent line writing time difference period, a polarity of a reten-
tion capacitor signal is periodically inverted with a polarity
inversion cycle of the adjacent line writing time difference
period.

With the arrangement, the polarity of the retention capaci-
tor signal is inverted periodically with a predetermined polar-
ity inversion cycle in all periods. Consequently, a retention
capacitor signal to be applied to one retention capacitor line
can be used as a retention capacitor signal to be applied to
another retention capacitor line. Therefore, it is possible to
drive all retention capacitor lines with fewer kinds of reten-
tion capacitor signals.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a polarity continuation period of a
retention capacitor signal during a period to which the
dummy insertion period is inserted is longer by the dummy
insertion period than a polarity continuation period of a reten-
tion capacitor signal during a period other than the period to
which the dummy insertion period is inserted, the polarity
continuation period being a period during which one polarity
of a retention capacitor signal continues.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a polarity continuation period of a
retention capacitor signal is either a polarity continuation
period with a first length or a polarity continuation period
with a second length that is a sum of the first length and a
length of the dummy insertion period, the polarity continua-
tion period being a period during which one polarity of a
retention capacitor signal continues.

The arrangement increases a possibility that a retention
capacitor signal to be applied to one retention capacitor line
can be used as a retention capacitor signal to be applied to
another retention capacitor line. Therefore, it is possible to
drive all retention capacitor lines with fewer kinds of reten-
tion capacitor signals.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that when supplying a retention capacitor
signal to retention capacitor lines to which retention capacitor
signals with a same phase are applied, the retention capacitor
signal driving section supplies the retention capacitor signal
via one retention capacitor signal supply line.

With the arrangement, when supplying a retention capaci-
tor signal to retention capacitor lines to which retention
capacitor signals with a same phase are applied, the retention
capacitor signal is applied via one retention capacitor signal
supply line. This allows reducing the number of retention
capacitor signal supply lines. This allows simplifying the
configuration of the liquid crystal display device and down-
sizing the liquid crystal display device.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the retention capacitor signal driving
section applies retention capacitor signals with a same phase
on a plurality of retention capacitor signal supply lines.

With the arrangement, it is possible to reduce the number of
retention capacitor signal supply lines. This allows simplify-
ing the configuration of the liquid crystal display device and
downsizing the liquid crystal display device.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the dummy insertion period is a
multiple number of a horizontal period.

With the arrangement, the dummy insertion period is a
multiple number of a horizontal period, and therefore it is
possible to drive a data signal and a scanning signal with the
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length of 1 horizontal period as a unit. Consequently, a con-
ventional clock signal can be used as a clock signal in accor-
dance with which a data signal and a scanning signal are
driven. This allows simplifying the configuration of the liquid
crystal display device.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a phase of a retention capacitor signal
to be applied on n+2" retention capacitor line is delayed by 1
horizontal period with respect to a phase of a retention capaci-
tor signal to be applied on n” retention capacitor line.

With the arrangement, the retention capacitor signal is
delayed by 1 horizontal period with respect to every two
retention capacitor lines. This allows all retention capacitor
lines to write data into individual sub-pixels after the same
time has elapsed from inversion of the polarity of the retention
capacitor signal and at a moment when the waveform of the
retention capacitor signal gets sufficiently gentle. Therefore,
it is possible to prevent display unevenness due to rounding of
the waveform of the retention capacitor signal.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the retention capacitor signal driving
section generates m kinds of retention capacitor signals,
drives two retention capacitor lines with one retention capaci-
tor line therebetween with use of retention capacitor signals
with a same phase, and regards at least one polarity continu-
ation period as a (kxm) horizontal period, and a phase of a
retention capacitor signal to be applied on (n+2(k+1))” reten-
tion capacitor line is delayed by (k+1) horizontal period with
respect to a phase of a retention capacitor signal to be applied
on n” retention capacitor line.

With the arrangement, it is possible to lengthen a polarity
continuation period of a retention capacitor signal without
increasing the number of retention capacitor signal supply
lines. That is, it is possible to increase a reaching ratio of a
retention capacitor signal voltage at a moment of gate-off
without providing additional lines and circuits. This allows
reducing display unevenness due to rounding of an actual
waveform of a retention capacitor signal voltage. Further, this
allows retention capacitor lines to write data into individual
sub-pixels after the same time has elapsed from inversion of
the polarity of the retention capacitor signal and at a moment
when the waveform of the retention capacitor signal gets
sufficiently gentle. Therefore, it is possible to prevent display
unevenness due to rounding of the waveform of the retention
capacitor signal.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that polarity continuation periods are
equal with one another, each of the polarity continuation
periods being a period in which a polarity of a retention
capacitor signal continues.

With the arrangement, a polarity continuation period of
one polarity is equal to a polarity continuation period of the
other polarity in the waveform of the retention capacitor
signal. This allows making an effective potential substantially
equal among individual sub-pixels. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent striped display unevenness.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so as to further include a display control
circuit for supplying, to the data signal driving section, a data
signal and a data signal application control signal for control-
ling timing with which the data signal driving section applies
the data signal on a data signal line, a plurality of video data
that respectively correspond to data signal lines being sequen-
tially supplied from an external signal source to the display
control circuit with an interval between the plurality of video
data, and the display control circuit regards certain number of
video data as a set in accordance with polarity inversion,
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inserts dummy data at a predetermined position of the set,
assigns a dummy insertion period to an output of a signal
potential corresponding to the dummy data, and assigns a
horizontal period shorter than the interval to an output of a
signal potential corresponding to each video data.

By setting one horizontal period during which a signal
potential corresponding to individual video data is output to
be shorter than an interval for inputting individual video data
(horizontal period set to input data sequence) as described
above, it is possible to create, from the sum total of times
resulting from the shortening, a dummy insertion period for
outputting dummy data. This allows inserting dummy data to
input video data and assigning a dummy insertion period to
the dummy data, without increasing a vertical display period.
Further, it is also possible to prevent an increase in difference
of time between data input and data output, allowing reduc-
tion of memory (buffer) usage.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a product of the number of video data
in a set and the interval is equal to a sum of a whole dummy
insertion period assigned to dummy data in the set and a
whole horizontal period assigned to the video data in the set.

This allows providing (inserting) a dummy insertion
period without changing a vertical display period (without
reducing a vertical blanking period). Further, since difference
of time between data input and data output does not increase,
it is possible to further reduce memory (buffer) usage.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the display control circuit inserts
dummy data at a head of each set.

This enables accurate display without skip of data, even
when the liquid crystal display device is designed such that a
pixel is not charged during a period in which the rounding of
a data signal waveform due to polarity inversion is great.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so as to further include a display control
circuit for supplying, to the data signal driving section, a data
signal and a data signal application control signal for control-
ling timing with which the data signal driving section applies
the data signal on a data signal line, a plurality of video data
that respectively correspond to data signal lines being sequen-
tially supplied from an external signal source to the display
control circuit with an interval between the plurality of video
data, and the display control circuit regards certain number of
video data as a set in accordance with polarity inversion,
assigns one or more dummy insertion periods as well as one
horizontal period to an output of a signal potential corre-
sponding to predetermined video data in each set, and assigns
a horizontal period shorter than the interval to outputs of
signal potentials respectively corresponding to individual
video data other than the predetermined video data in each
set.

By setting one horizontal period in an actual output to be
shorter than an interval for inputting individual video data
(horizontal period set to input data sequence) as described
above, it is possible to create, from the sum total of times
resulting from the shortening, a time for a dummy insertion
period. This allows providing a dummy insertion period,
without increasing a vertical display period. Further, it is also
possible to prevent an increase in difference of time between
data input and data output, allowing reduction of memory
(buffer) usage.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that a product of the number of video data
in each set and the interval is equal to a sum of a whole
horizontal period assigned to the predetermined video data in
each set, a whole dummy insertion period assigned to the
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predetermined video data in each set, and a whole horizontal
period assigned to the individual video data other than the
predetermined video data in each set.

This allows providing a dummy scanning period without
changing a vertical display period (without reducing a verti-
cal blanking period). Further, since difference of time
between data input and data output does not increase, it is
possible to further reduce memory (buffer) usage.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the predetermined video data in each
set is first data in each set.

This enables accurate display without skip of data, even
when the liquid crystal display device is designed such that a
pixel is not charged during a period in which the rounding of
a data signal waveform due to polarity inversion is great.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the dummy insertion period is shorter
than the interval.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the dummy insertion period is equal
to one horizontal period. This makes individual scanning
periods (dummy insertion period, horizontal period) equal
with one another, simplifying a signal process or a configu-
ration for the signal process.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the dummy insertion period is shorter
than one horizontal period. This allows a horizontal period to
be longer, resulting in a higher charging ratio of a pixel.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the dummy insertion period is longer
than one horizontal period. Consequently, in a configuration
in which the polarity of a signal potential is inverted with
respectto each set, itis possible to increase a charging ratio of
a data signal line right after polarity inversion.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the retention capacitor signal driving
section provides, in a polarity continuation period of a reten-
tion capacitor signal, a period during which a first voltage is
applied and a period during which a second voltage of a same
polarity as the first voltage and with a larger absolute value
than the first voltage is applied.

With the arrangement, it is possible to improve rounding of
a waveform at rise or fall of a pulse of a retention capacitor
signal. In other words, even when a time from a moment of
polarity inversion of a retention capacitor signal to gate-off
timing is short, it is possible to increase a reaching ratio of a
retention capacitor signal voltage at gate-off timing. This
allows reducing a difference in reaching ratio between volt-
ages of retention capacitor signals, which difference is caused
by a difference in time from rise or fall of a retention capacitor
signal to gate-off timing. Further, even when the period from
rise or fall of a retention capacitor signal to gate-off timing is
short in one row and long in the other row, it is possible to
prevent display unevenness due to a difference in a reaching
ratio of a retention capacitor signal voltage.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that in accordance with a length of a
polarity inversion cycle of a retention capacitor signal, the
retention capacitor signal driving section changes at least one
of the period in which the second voltage is applied and
timing of applying the second voltage.

With the arrangement, when a reacting ratio of a voltage of
aretention capacitor signal differs depending on the length of
a polarity inversion cycle, this difference can be cancelled by
changing at least one of the period in which the second volt-
age is applied and timing of applying the second voltage.
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The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the number of scanning signal lines in
one block is a (o is a natural number), a dummy insertion
period is inserted at two or more positions while scanning one
block, and the retention capacitor lines are driven in response
to retention capacitor signals with at least a/k (k is a natural
number and o/k is an integer)+2 phases.

With the arrangement, the number of scanning signal lines
in one block is a (o is a natural number). Accordingly, by
supplying a retention capacitor signal via one retention
capacitor signal supply line to retention capacitor lines to
which retention capacitor signals with a same polarity are
applied, it is possible to drive the retention capacitor lines
with use of retention capacitor signals with n phases. How-
ever, in this case, a time from a moment when a gate-on pulse
gets off to a moment when the polarity of a retention capacitor
signal is inverted at a portion to which a dummy insertion
period is inserted is greatly different from the time in other
line. This causes display unevenness. On the other hand, with
the arrangement, the phases of retention capacitor signals are
at least o/k+2 phases. Therefore, it is possible to apply a
suitable retention capacitor signal at a portion to which a
dummy insertion period is inserted. This allows preventing
the display unevenness.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that the number of scanning signal lines in
one block is o (o is a natural number), two retention capacitor
lines with one retention capacitor line therebetween of first
half o/2 (/2 is a natural number) retention capacitor lines in
each block are driven in response to retention capacitor sig-
nals with a same phase, and two retention capacitor lines with
one retention capacitor line therebetween of second half o2
retention capacitor lines in each block are driven in response
to retention capacitor signals with a same phase, so that all of
the retention capacitor lines are driven in response to reten-
tion capacitor signals with at least o/2k (k is an integer of 2 or
more and o/2k is an integer) phases.

With the arrangement, it is possible to reduce the number of
phases of necessary retention capacitor signals without short-
ening a polarity continuation period of a retention capacitor
signal. This allows increasing a reaching ratio of a voltage of
a retention capacitor signal at a moment of gate-off without
providing additional lines and circuits. This allows reducing
display unevenness due to the rounding of an actual wave-
form of the voltage of the retention capacitor signal.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that during a period including a dummy
insertion period, in which one block is scanned, a difference
between a period in which a retention capacitor signal is in H
level and a period in which the retention capacitor signal is in
L level is equal to or less than 1 horizontal period.

With the arrangement, it is possible to reduce a difference
between the H level of a retention capacitor signal and the L
level of the retention capacitor signal in 1 frame regardless of
timing for applying a gate-on pulse. Consequently, deviation
in time required for steep rise/fall of a voltage applied on a
pixel electrode due to a change in H and L levels of a retention
capacitor signal is prevented. This prevents a difference in
luminance between rows of bright and dark sub-pixels, allow-
ing prevention of display unevenness.

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention
may be arranged so that during a period including a dummy
insertion period, in which one block is scanned, a ratio of a
difference between a period in which a retention capacitor
signal is in H level and a period in which the retention capaci-
tor signal is in L. level to 1 frame period is equal to or less than
0.13% and more preferably equal to or less than 0.09%.
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With the arrangement, deviation in time required for steep
rise/fall of a voltage applied on a pixel electrode due to a
change in H and L levels of a retention capacitor signal in a
retention capacitor line is prevented regardless of the number
of driving frequencies and the number of scanning lines. This
prevents a difference in luminance between rows of bright
and dark sub-pixels, allowing prevention of display uneven-
ness.

Further, it is possible to produce a television receiver
including the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention and a tuner section for receiving television broad-
casting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
liquid crystal display device in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention and an equivalent circuit of a
display section of the liquid crystal display device.

FIG. 2 is a timing chart showing a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by progressive scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where
one horizontal period right after the polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 3 is a timing chart showing a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by progressive scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where
two horizontal periods right after the polarity inversion are
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 4 is a timing chart showing a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by progressive scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where
three horizontal periods right after the polarity inversion are
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 5 is a timing chart showing a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where
one horizontal period right after the polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 6 is a drawing showing frame numbers of data signals
to be applied to individual lines of the gate lines in interlace
scan.

FIG. 7 (a) of FIG. 7 shows an example of an image that is
longer in vertical direction than in horizontal direction. (b) of
FIG. 7 shows an example of an image where combining
appears.

FIG. 8 schematically shows a writing operation in normal
interlace scan.

FIG. 9 schematically shows a writing operation in block-
divided interlace scan.

FIG. 10 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by block-divided interlace scan where the number of
scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1 horizontal
period right after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy
insertion period.

FIG. 11 shows another example of a timing chart of a data
signal waveform, a data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a
gate-on pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan
where the number of scanning lines in one block is 20 and
where 1 horizontal period right after polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period.
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FIG. 12 shows further another example of a timing chart of
a data signal waveform, a data signal, a latch strobe signal,
and a gate-on pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan
where the number of scanning lines in one block is 20 and
where 1 horizontal period right after polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 13 shows another example of a timing chart of a data
signal waveform, a data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a
gate-on pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan
where the number of scanning lines in one block is 20 and
where 1 horizontal period right after polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 14 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by block-divided interlace scan where the number of
scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 2 horizontal
periods right after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy
insertion period.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
liquid crystal display device of another embodiment of the
present invention and an equivalent circuit of a display sec-
tion of the liquid crystal display device.

FIG. 16 schematically shows an equivalent circuit of one
pixel of the liquid crystal display device in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 illustrates how a CS control circuit, CS main lines,
and CS lines.

FIG. 18 details how CS main lines and CS lines are con-
nected with one another.

FIG. 19 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS signal
in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inversed with respect to every 10 rows.

FIG. 20 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted and where 2 horizontal periods right after
polarity inversion are regarded as a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 21 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where a data signal voltage
is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where 2 hori-
zontal periods right after polarity inversion are regarded as a
dummy insertion period and a CS signal dummy period cor-
responding to 2H is inserted into a CS signal during a period
to which the dummy insertion period is inserted.

FIG. 22 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where a data signal voltage
is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and where 2 hori-
zontal periods right after polarity inversion are regarded as a
dummy insertion period and polarity continuation periods of
CS signals are individually increased by 1H.

FIG. 23 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS signal
in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with reference to 10 lines and where 2
horizontal periods right after the polarity of a data signal is
inverted are regarded as a first dummy insertion period and 2
horizontal periods prior to the time of inversion of the polarity
of a data signal by 5 horizontal periods are regarded as a
second dummy insertion period, and CS signal dummy peri-
ods each corresponding to 2H are inserted into CS signals
during periods to which the first and second dummy insertion
periods are inserted, respectively.

FIG. 24 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data
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signal voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows and 2
horizontal periods right after polarity inversion are regarded
as a dummy insertion period and polarity continuation peri-
ods of CS signals are increased by 1H, respectively.

FIG. 25 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning signal lines in one block is 20 and where
1 horizontal period right after polarity inversion is regarded as
a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 26 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period right after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal is regarded as a first dummy insertion period, 1 hori-
zontal period which is 5 horizontal period before the time of
inversion of the polarity of a data signal is regarded as a
second dummy insertion period, and CS signals during peri-
ods to which the first and second insertion periods are inserted
are made to include insertion of CS signal dummy periods
corresponding to 1H, respectively.

FIG. 27 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period right after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and a CS
signal dummy period corresponding to a dummy insertion
period of a data signal is inserted into at least one of polarity
continuation periods for a CS signal.

FIG. 28 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period right after inversion of the polarity ofa data
signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and each of
two polarity continuation periods of CS signals included in an
adjacent line writing time difference period is 5.5H.

FIG. 29 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period right after inversion of the polarity ofa data
signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and where
each of polarity continuation periods of CS signals in an
adjacent line writing time difference period is 5.5H.

FIG. 30 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 2
horizontal periods right after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal is regarded as a first dummy insertion period, 2 hori-
zontal periods which are 5 horizontal period before the time
of inversion of the polarity of a data signal is regarded as a
second dummy insertion period, and CS signals during peri-
ods to which the first and second insertion periods are inserted
are made to include insertion of CS signal dummy periods
corresponding to 1H, respectively.

FIG. 31 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number o of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 2
horizontal periods right after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and each of
two polarity continuation periods of CS signals included in an
adjacent line writing time difference period is 6H.
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FIG. 32 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number o of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 4
horizontal periods right after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal are regarded as a dummy insertion period and each of
two polarity continuation periods of CS signals included in an
adjacent line writing time difference period is 6H.

FIG. 33 is adrawing schematically explaining a method for
driving a liquid crystal display device of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 34 is a drawing schematically explaining the method
shown in FIG. 33 in more detail.

FIG. 35 is a drawing schematically explaining another
method for driving a liquid crystal display device of the
present invention.

FIG. 36 is a drawing schematically explaining the method
shown in FIG. 35 in more detail.

FIG. 37 is a drawing schematically explaining another
method for driving a liquid crystal display device of the
present invention.

FIG. 38 is a table showing examples of set combinations of
a horizontal scanning period and a dummy scanning period in
the liquid crystal display device of the present invention.

FIG. 39 is a drawing schematically explaining another
method for driving a liquid crystal display device of the
present invention.

FIG. 40 is a drawing schematically explaining another
method for driving a liquid crystal display device of the
present invention.

FIG. 41 is a flowchart showing an example of a process for
determining a horizontal scanning period and a dummy scan-
ning period in the liquid crystal display device of the present
invention.

FIG. 42 is another flowchart showing an example of a
process for determining a horizontal scanning period and a
dummy scanning period in the liquid crystal display device of
the present invention.

FIG. 43 is a table showing examples of combinations of a
horizontal scanning period and adummy scanning period that
are set in the process in FIG. 42.

FIG. 44 is a table showing examples of combinations of a
horizontal scanning period and adummy scanning period that
are set by recalculation.

FIG. 45 is a block diagram showing an example of a con-
figuration of a gate driver IC.

FIG. 46 is a block diagram showing an example of a gate
driver.

FIG. 47 is a waveform chart showing performance of a gate
driver.

FIG. 48 is a waveform chart showing a drive performance
other than that in FIG. 47.

FIG. 49 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
display device for a television receiver.

FIG. 50 is a block diagram showing a connection relation
between a tuner section and a display device.

FIG. 51 is an exploded perspective drawing showing

FIG. 52 shows the result of sensory analysis in which
whether tearing was observed or not was examined while
changing the length of a dummy insertion period.

FIG. 53 shows a data signal waveform, a data signal, a latch
strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in driving by progressive
scan where the polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted
with respect to every 10 rows and 1 horizontal period right
after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy insertion
period.

35

40

45

55

18

FIG. 54 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in a case
where interlace scan of skipping every second gate line is
performed and where the polarity of a signal potential to be
supplied to one source line is inverted with respect to every 10
data, and one dummy scanning period is inserted right after
polarity inversion (with respect to every 10 horizontal scan-
ning periods).

FIG. 55 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in
driving where interlace scan of skipping every second gate
line is performed and the polarity of a signal potential sup-
plied to one source line is inverted with respect to 10 data in
afirstset, and 1 dummy scanning period is inserted right after
polarity inversion (including start of scanning), and the polar-
ity of a data signal is inverted with respect to every 20 data in
a second set and thereafter, and 1 dummy scanning period is
inserted right after polarity inversion.

FIG. 56 is a block diagram schematically showing a per-
mutation circuit.

FIG. 57 is a drawing schematically explaining how to
permute data.

FIG. 58 is an enlarged drawing schematically showing a
portion surrounded by a dotted line in FIG. 57.

FIG. 59 is a timing chart showing a data signal waveform,
a gate-on pulse, a CS signal, and a state of application of a
voltage on a sub-pixel.

FIG. 60 is a drawing showing periodic display unevenness
on a display screen due to difference in a reaching ratio of a
voltage of a CS signal.

FIG. 61 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
gate-on pulse, and a CS signal in a case where control is
performed so as to generate an overshoot pulse Poc with a
predetermined width with timing of rise or fall of a CS signal.

FIG. 62 a drawing showing a set waveform and an actual
waveform of a CS signal in a case where a horizontal period
H is short.

FIG. 63 is a drawing showing a set waveform and an actual
waveform of a CS signal in a case where a pulse width of an
overshoot pulse and application timing of an overshoot pulse
are changed according to the length of a polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal.

FIG. 64 is a drawing showing a set waveform and an actual
waveform of a CS signal in a case where a voltage of an
overshoot pulse is changed according to the length of a polar-
ity inversion cycle of a CS signal.

FIG. 65 shows states of connections between CS main lines
and CS lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on
pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 48 and where each
of'a first dummy insertion period and a second dummy inser-
tion period is 2H.

FIG. 66 is a timing chart showing a state of FIG. 65 to
which two CS main lines are added and CS_P and CS_O are
added as a phase of a CS signal.

FIG. 67 shows states of connections between CS main lines
and CS lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on
pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 48 and where each
of a first dummy insertion period and a second dummy inser-
tion period is 2H.

FIG. 68 shows connection states of CS main lines and CS
lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on pulse in
a case where there are 12 phases of waveforms of CS signals.
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FIG. 69 shows connection states of CS main lines and CS
lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on pulse in
cases where CS signals indicated by (c) and (d) of FIG. 70 are
applied.

FIG. 70 (a) and (b) of FIG. 70 show driving examples
whose relations between polarity inversion timing of a CS
signal and gate-off timing are different from each other. (c)
and (d) of FIG. 70 show driving examples in which a polarity
continuation period of 14H is separated into a period of 12H
and a period of 2H and the period of 2H is set so that a period
of H and a period of L are equal to each other.

FIG. 71 is an example of driving in which a main-charging
period and a pre-charging period are provided.

FIG. 72 shows an example of display unevenness caused
by difference in luminance due to difference in charging ratio
between rows.

FIG. 73 shows examples of controlling a pulse width of a
gate-on pulse.

FIG. 74 shows an example of a configuration of a gate
driver IC for realizing progressive scan nH inversion driving
in double pulse driving.

FIG. 75 is a waveform chart showing an example of per-
formance of the gate driver shown in FIG. 74.

FIG. 76 is a waveform chart showing another example of
performance of the gate driver shown in FIG. 74.

FIG. 77 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in double
pulse driving by progressive scan where 1 horizontal period
right after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy insertion
period.

FIG. 78 is an enlarged drawing of a part of FIG. 77.

FIG. 79 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
datasignal, a latch strobe signal, and a gate-on pulse in double
pulse driving by progressive scan where 2 horizontal periods
right after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy insertion
period.

FIG. 80 shows an example of a configuration of a gate
driver IC for realizing block-divided interlace driving in
double pulse driving.

FIG. 81 shows a waveform chart showing an example of
performance of the gate driver in FIG. 80.

FIG. 82 shows a waveform chart showing an example of
performance of the gate driver in FIG. 80.

FIG. 83 shows a waveform chart showing another example
of performance of the gate driver in FIG. 80.

FIG. 84 shows a waveform chart showing another example
of performance of the gate driver in FIG. 80.

FIG. 85 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal, a gate-on pulse, and a CS
signal in double pulse driving by block-divided interlace scan
where 1 horizontal period right after polarity inversion of a
data signal is regarded as a first dummy insertion period, 1
horizontal period which is 5 horizontal period before the
moment of polarity inversion of a data signal is regarded as a
second dummy insertion period, and CS signals during peri-
ods to which the first and second insertion periods are inserted
are made to include insertion of CS signal dummy periods
corresponding to 1H, respectively.

FIG. 86 shows a driving example in which each of the first
and second dummy insertion periods is 2H.

FIG. 87 is a drawing showing another example of connec-
tion states of CS main lines and CS lines and a timing chart of
a CS signal and a gate-on pulse in a case where there are 12
phases of waveforms of CS signals.

FIG. 88 is a drawing showing a waveform 1 that shows
polarity inversion timing of a CS signal and gate-on pulse
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timing in FIG. 68, and a waveform 2 that shows polarity
inversion timing of a CS signal and gate-on pulse timing in
FIG. 87.

FIG. 89 is a table showing, with respect to every kinds of
the number of scanning signal lines, a difference between a
period in which a retention capacitor signal gets H level and
aperiod in which the retention capacitor signal gets L level, a
ratio of the difference to one frame period, and a state of
difference in luminance based on visual observation.

FIG. 90 shows a configuration of a main part of a gate
driver IC for applying a gate-on pulse that is a double pulse
without using a selection signal.

FIG. 91 is a waveform chart showing a driving example
employing the gate driver unit in FIG. 90.

FIG. 92 is a voltage waveform chart showing driving by a
conventional technique.

FIG. 93 is a voltage waveform chart showing driving by
another conventional technique.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10: TFT

12a: first TFT

12b: second TFT

15: signal line

16: scanning line

17a: first sub-pixel electrode

17b: second sub-pixel electrode

41: first AND gate

41n: gate driver IC chip

42: first shift register

43: second shift register

45: output section

52: CS line

52M: CS main line (retention capacitor signal supply line)

52a: auxiliary capacitor line

52b: auxiliary capacitor line

83: liquid crystal controller

84: liquid crystal panel

90: CS control circuit (retention capacitor signal drive sec-
tion)

90: tuner section

100: display section

200: display control circuit

300: source driver

400: gate driver

441: first AND gate

442: second AND gate

600: backlight

700: light source drive circuit

800: display device

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
Embodiment 1

One embodiment of the present invention is described
below with reference to the attached drawings.

(Structure of Liquid Crystal Display Device)

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a structure of a liquid
crystal display device of the present invention and an equiva-
lent circuit of a display section of the liquid crystal display
device. The liquid crystal display device includes a source
driver 300 serving as a data signal line drive circuit, a display
section 100 that is an active matrix display section, a back-
light 600 serving as a planer illuminating device, a light
source drive circuit 700 for driving the backlight 600, and a
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display control circuit 200 for controlling the source driver
300, the gate driver 400, and the light source drive circuit 700.
In the present embodiment, the display section 100 is an
active matrix liquid crystal panel. Alternatively, the display
section 100 may be integrated with the source driver 300 and
the gate driver 400 to form a liquid crystal panel.

The display section 100 in the liquid crystal display device
includes gate lines GL1-GLm that are a plurality of (m)
scanning signal lines, source lines SL.1-SLn that are a plural-
ity of (n) data signal lines each intersecting each of the gate
lines GL1-GLm, and a plurality of (mxn) pixel formation
sections provided respectively at intersections of the gate
lines GL1-GLm and the source lines SL.1-SLn. The pixel
formation sections are disposed in a matrix manner so as to
form pixel arrays. Hereinafter, a direction in which a gate line
extends in a pixel array is referred to as a row direction and a
direction in which a source line extends in a pixel array is
referred to as a column direction.

Each pixel formation section includes: a TFT 10 serving as
a switching element whose gate terminal is connected with a
gate line GLj that crosses a corresponding intersection and
whose source terminal is connected with a source line SLi that
crosses the intersection; a pixel electrode connected with a
drain terminal of the TFT 10; a common electrode Ec serving
as a counter electrode provided commonly for the plurality of
pixel formation sections; and a liquid crystal layer that is
provided commonly for the plurality of pixel formation sec-
tions and that is sandwiched between the pixel electrode and
the common electrode Ec. A liquid crystal capacitor formed
by the pixel electrode and the common electrode Ec serves as
a pixel capacitor Cp. In general, an auxiliary capacitor (reten-
tion capacitor) is provided in parallel with a liquid crystal
capacitor in order that a pixel capacitor retains a voltage
surely. However, the auxiliary capacitor is not explained here
and not shown in the drawings since the auxiliary capacitor is
not directly related to the present embodiment.

The source driver 300 and the gate driver 400 supply to a
pixel electrode in each pixel formation section a potential
corresponding to an image to be displayed, and a power
circuit (not shown) supplies a predetermined potential Vcom
to the common electrode Ec. Consequently, a voltage corre-
sponding to a potential difference between the pixel electrode
and the common electrode Ec is applied to liquid crystal. The
application of a voltage controls light transmittance of the
liquid crystal layer, thus enabling image display. It should be
noted that a polarization plate is used when the application of
a voltage to the liquid crystal layer controls light transmit-
tance, and a polarization plate in the present embodiment is
provided in such a manner as to realize a normally black
mode. Therefore, each pixel formation section forms a black
pixel when no voltage is applied to the pixel capacitor Cp of
the pixel formation section.

The backlight 600 is a planer illuminating device for illu-
minating the display section 100 from backward, and
includes a cold-cathode tube and an optical waveguide for
example. The backlight 600 is driven by the light source drive
circuit 700 to emit light to each pixel formation section of the
display section 100.

The display control circuit 200 receives, from an outside
signal source, a digital video signal Dv indicative of an image
to be displayed; a horizontal sync signal HSY and a vertical
sync signal VSY each corresponding to the digital video
signal Dv; and a control signal Dc for controlling display
operation. Further, the control circuit 200 generates, based on
the signals Dv, HSY, VSY, and Dc thus received, a data start
pulse signal SSP, a data clock signal SCK, a latch strobe
signal (data signal application control signal) LS, a polarity

40

45

22

inversion signal POL, a digital image signal DA indicative of
an image to be displayed (signal corresponding to video sig-
nal Dv), a gate start pulse signal GSP, a gate clock signal
GCK, and a gate driver output control signal (scanning signal
output control signal) GOE, each serving as a signal for
enabling the display section 100 to display an image indicated
by the digital video signal Dv, and the control circuit 200
outputs these signals.

To be more specific, the video signal Dv is subjected to
timing adjustment etc. in an internal memory if necessary and
then outputted as the digital image signal DA from the display
control circuit 200. The data clock signal SCK is generated as
a signal consisting of pulses corresponding to pixels of an
image indicated by the digital image signal DA. The data start
pulse signal SSP is generated, based on the horizontal sync
signal HSY, as a signal which has a high (H) level only during
a predetermined period with respect to each horizontal scan-
ning period. The gate start pulse signal GSP (GSPa, GSPb) is
generated, based on the vertical sync signal VSY, as a signal
which has a H level only during a predetermined period with
respect to each frame period (each vertical scanning period).
The gate clock signal GCK (GCKa, GCKb) is generated
based on the horizontal sync signal HSY. The latch strobe
signal LS and the gate driver output control signal GOE
(GOEa, GOEDb) are generated based on the horizontal sync
signal HSY and the control signal Dc.

Among the signals thus generated by the display control
circuit 200, the digital image signal DA, the latch strobe
signal LS, the data start pulse signal SSP, the data clock signal
SCK, and the polarity inversion signal POL are input to the
source driver 300, and the gate start pulse signal GSP, the gate
clock signal GCK, and the gate driver output control signal
GOE are input to the gate driver 400.

Based on the digital image signal DA, the data start pulse
signal SSP, the data clock signal SCK, the latch strobe signal
LS, and the polarity inversion signal POL, the source driver
300 sequentially generates data signals S(1)-S(n) that are
analog voltages corresponding to pixel values in each hori-
zontal scanning line of an image represented by the digital
image signal DA, and applies the data signals S(1)-S(n) to
source lines SL.1-SLn, respectively.

Based onthe gate start pulse signal GSP (GSPa, GSPb), the
gate clock signal GCK (GCKa, GCKb), and the gate driver
output control signal GOE (GOEa, GOEDb), the gate driver
400 generates scanning signals G(1)-G(m) and applies the
scanning signals G(1)-G(m) to gate lines GL1-GLm, respec-
tively, so as to selectively drive the gate lines GL1-GLm.
Selective driving of the gate lines GL1-GLm is realized by
applying, as the scanning signals G(1)-G(m), gate-on pulses
whose selection periods equal to pulse widths. It should be
noted that in the present embodiment, all of pulse widths of
gate-on pulses Pw to be applied to individual gate lines have
the same length, except for a certain example of driving. This
makes charging conditions for individual pixels equal,
enabling display more even over the whole display screen.
This increases display quality.

As described above, the source driver 300 and the gate
driver 400 drive the source lines S.1-SLn and the gate lines
GL1-GLm of the display section 100, so that a voltage of a
source line SLi is supplied to the pixel capacitor Cp via the
TFT 10 connected with the selected gate line GLj (i=1 to n
and j=1 to m). Thus, in individual pixel formation sections, a
voltage corresponding to the digital image signal DA is
applied to the liquid crystal layer, and application of the
voltage controls transmittance of light from the backlight
600, enabling the display section 100 to display an image
indicated by the digital video signal Dv from the outside.
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Examples of a display method include progressive scan
and interlace scan. The progressive scan is a method in which
when displaying one frame, i.e. during one frame period, the
gate lines GL1-GLm are sequentially selected one by one
from top to bottom.

The interlace scan is a method in which the gate lines
GL1-GLm are divided into a plurality of groups in such a
manner that gate lines positioned with a predetermined line
distance from each other belong to one group, and individual
groups are scanned sequentially. In a case where the gate lines
GL1-GLm are divided into two groups in such a manner that
gate lines positioned with a distance of 1 line belong to one
group, odd gate lines or even gate lines of the gate lines
GL1-GLm are selected sequentially from top to bottom, and
then even gate lines or odd gate lines of the gate lines GL1-
GLm are selected sequentially from top to bottom.

(Example of Driving by Progressive Scan)

FIG. 2 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse (pixel
data writing pulse) Pw in driving by progressive scan where
the polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted with respect to
every ten rows with a center value Vsc (substantially equal to
Vcom in general) of the data signal voltage as a reference and
where 1 horizontal period (1H) right after polarity inversion is
regarded as a dummy insertion period (indicated by circle). In
FIG. 2, a lateral direction represents time elapse and a longi-
tudinal direction represents individual rows of the gate lines
(writing lines) GL1-GLm to which gate-on pulses are
applied.

As shown in FIG. 2, an actual waveform of the data signal
is rounded right after inversion of the polarity. That is, it takes
time for the data signal waveform to reach a predetermined
voltage after the inversion of the polarity. In the example
shown in FIG. 2, it takes substantially 1 horizontal period for
the actual data signal waveform to reach the predetermined
voltage. In FIG. 2, the data signal waveform is in a simplified
signal state where a data signal voltage (tone) does not change
during the same polarity. This holds for the drawings men-
tioned hereinafter.

In order to deal with this problem, in the above driving, the
gate-on pulse Pw is not applied during 1 horizontal period
right after the inversion of the polarity in order to provide a
dummy horizontal period. Consequently, in a horizontal
period next to adummy insertion period, a data signal with the
predetermined voltage is written in individual pixels.

Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio (charging ratio) of an actual
voltage to an application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SLn
(data signal lines) when writing pixel data after polarity inver-
sion. This prevents display unevenness with respect to every
10 rows which is caused by rounding of the data signal wave-
form at the moment of polarity inversion.

It should be noted that during the dummy insertion period,
the display control circuit 200 stops application of an on-
pulse of an LS signal to be input to the source driver 300.
Consequently, a data signal to be written during the dummy
insertion period is written during a horizontal period next to
the dummy insertion period. Therefore, providing the dummy
insertion period does not result in skip of data to be displayed,
and allows suitable display.

Alternatively, the display control circuit 200 may output, in
ahorizontal period next to the dummy insertion period, a data
signal equal to a data signal to be applied during the dummy
insertion period right after the polarity inversion. Also in this
case, providing the dummy insertion period does not result in
skip of data to be displayed, and allows suitable display.
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FIG. 3 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
datasignal, alatch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse (pixel
data writing pulse) Pw in driving by progressive scan where
the polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted with respect to
every 10 rows with Vsc as a reference and where 2 horizontal
periods (2H) right after polarity inversion is regarded as a
dummy insertion period (indicated by circle). FIG. 4 shows a
timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data signal, a latch
strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse (pixel data writing
pulse) Pw in driving by progressive scan where the polarity of
a data signal voltage is inverted with respect to every 10 rows
with Vsc as a reference and where 3 horizontal periods (3H)
right after polarity inversion is regarded as a dummy insertion
period (indicated by circle). In FIGS. 3 and 4, a lateral direc-
tion represents time elapse and a longitudinal direction rep-
resents individual rows of the gate lines (writing rows) GL1-
GLm to which gate-on pulses are applied.

In the example shown in FIG. 3, it takes approximately 2
horizontal periods for the actual data signal waveform to
reach a predetermined voltage. In the example shown in FIG.
4, it takes approximately 3 horizontal periods for the actual
data signal waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. As
described above, the degree of rounding of a voltage wave-
form of a data signal differs depending on the specification of
a liquid crystal display device. This is because the degree of
loads to the source lines SL.1-SLn differs depending on, for
example, the screen size and the number of pixels of a liquid
crystal display device.

Therefore, by setting the length of the dummy insertion
period in such a manner that the dummy insertion period
includes a time for the actual data signal to reach a predeter-
mined voltage after polarity inversion, it is possible to write
the data signal with the predetermined voltage in individual
pixels during a horizontal period next to the dummy insertion
period. For example, in a case where rounding of the data
signal waveform is seen in a 1 horizontal period correspond-
ing to 60 Hz, the dummy insertion period is set to be 1
horizontal period (1H). In a case where 120 Hz driving is
performed in the same liquid crystal display device, since
rounding of the data signal waveform is seen in 2 horizontal
periods corresponding to 120 Hz, and therefore the dummy
insertion period is set to be 2 horizontal periods (2H).

Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio of an actual voltage to an
application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SL.n when writing
pixel data after the inversion of the polarity. This prevents
display unevenness with respect to every 10 rows which is
caused by rounding of the data signal waveform at the
moment of the inversion of the polarity.

Inthe above examples, the dummy insertion period is 2H or
3H. Alternatively, the dummy insertion period may be set to
be 4H or more according to the degree of rounding of the data
signal waveform at the moment of inversion of the polarity. It
should be noted that setting the dummy insertion period to
have a predetermined length or more may cause inconve-
nience such as tearing, in which an image is seen shifted in a
horizontal direction between gate lines around the moment of
inversion of the polarity. How the tearing is seen depends on
the length of the dummy insertion period.

To be more specific, in a case where the dummy insertion
period is provided as described above, a difference in display
timing occurs between a pixel on a gate line where display is
performed before inversion of the polarity and a pixel on a
gate line where display is performed after inversion of the
polarity. FIG. 52 shows the result of sensory analysis in which
whether tearing was observed or not was examined while
changing the length of the dummy insertion period. In the
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example shown in FIG. 52, a FHD panel (1920x1080 dots)
performed display with frame frequency of 60 Hz, and the
dummy insertion period was changed within a range of 40H
(593 ps) to 540H (8000 ps). The result shows that when the
dummy insertion period was 815 us or less, tearing was hardly
noticed, when the dummy insertion period was 1185 ps, tear-
ing was a little noticed, and when the dummy insertion period
was 1481 us or more, tearing was in a very poor state.

In view of the above, when the difference in display timing
around the moment of polarity inversion gets more than 0.8
msec, tearing gets likely to be seen, which deteriorates dis-
play quality. Therefore, by setting the time from the moment
of polarity inversion to the moment of an application start of
a gate-on pulse nearest to the moment of polarity inversion
among gate-on pulses applied after the moment of polarity
inversion to be equal to 0.8 msec or less, it is possible to
perform excellent display with little or no tearing.

(Example of Driving by Interlace Scan)

FIG. 5 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse (pixel
data writing pulse) Pw in driving by interlace scan where the
polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted with Vsc as a
reference and where 1 horizontal period (1H) right after inver-
sion of the polarity is regarded as a dummy insertion period
(indicated by circle). In the interlace scan in FIG. 5, 1 frame
period is divided into the former half Y4 frame period (}4F)
and the latter half V% frame period, odd rows are scanned with
the polarity of a data signal being plus in the former half YAF,
and then even rows are scanned with the polarity of a data
signal being minus in the latter half '4F. For simplicity, in the
present example, it is supposed that there are 20 scanning
signal lines.

In the interlace scan, a polarity inversion cycle is Y2F.
Accordingly, the interlace scan allows reduction of power
consumption and reduction of heat generated by the source
driver 300. Further, in the interlace scan, the polarity of a
voltage to be applied on pixels appears to be inverted with
respect to 1 row. This allows reducing flickers compared with
the progressive scan, and allows reducing display unevenness
due to coupling capacitance by pixels that are adjacent in a
longitudinal direction.

As in the progressive scan, also in the interlace scan, an
actual waveform of a data signal is rounded at the moment of
inversion of the polarity of the data signal. That is, it takes
approximately 1 horizontal period for the data signal to reach
a predetermined voltage right after the inversion of the polar-
ity. In order to deal with this problem, in the above driving, the
gate-on pulse Pw is not applied during 1 horizontal period
right after the inversion of the polarity in order to provide a
dummy horizontal period. Consequently, in a horizontal
period next to the dummy insertion period, a data signal with
the predetermined voltage is written in individual pixels.

Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio (charging ratio) of an actual
voltage to an application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SLn
(data signal lines) when writing pixel data after the inversion
of the polarity.

It should be noted that, as in the progressive scan, also in
the interlace scan, during the dummy insertion period, the
display control circuit 200 stops application of an on-pulse of
an LS signal to be input to the source driver 300. Conse-
quently, a data signal to be written during the dummy inser-
tion period is written during a horizontal period next to the
dummy insertion period. Alternatively, the display control
circuit 200 may output, in a horizontal period next to the
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dummy insertion period, a data signal equal to a data signal to
be applied during the dummy insertion period right after the
inversion of the polarity.

Data signals have been permutated beforehand by a data
signal permutation circuit included in the display control
circuit 200 in such a manner as to correspond to the interlace
scan as shown in the drawing. The data signals thus permu-
tated are subjected to a necessary process such as a timing
process, and then supplied as digital image signals DA to the
source driver 300. The data signal permutation circuit
receives digital video signals Dv that are digital RGB signals
supplied chronologically from an external signal source to the
display control circuit 200, causes the digital video signals Dv
to be temporarily stored in a memory, and then read out a
signal corresponding to a scanning signal line driven cur-
rently, and thus permutates the data signals.

(Block-Divided Interlace Scan)

FIG. 6 is a drawing showing frame numbers of data signals
to be applied to individual rows of the gate lines (writing
rows) GL1-GLm. In the interlace scan, odd rows and even
rows of the gate lines display images of different frame num-
bers with respect to every %% frame. In the example shown in
FIG. 6, in the first Y4F, odd rows of gate lines display an n”
frame image, and even rows of the gate lines display an n-1*
frame image. In the third Y4F, the odd rows of the gate lines
display an n+1°** frame image, and the even rows of the gate
lines display an n” frame image.

Under such circumstances, moving a vertically oblong
image shown in (a) of FIG. 7 in a lateral direction may cause
an inconvenience (combing) in which edges in a vertical
direction appear comb-like as shown in (b) of FIG. 7. Comb-
ing is caused due to the same cause as a phenomenon in
which, for example, when an interlaced image is displayed by
a progressive scan monitor for PC without IP conversion, a
laterally scrolled image appears comb-like. How far combing
is seen depends on the length of period during which odd rows
and even rows of the gate lines display images of different
frame numbers.

FIG. 8 schematically shows a writing operation by normal
interlace scan. In FIG. 8, the lateral axis indicates time lapse,
and the longitudinal axis indicates gate lines GL1-GLm that
are writing rows. In the example in FIG. 8, all odd rows of the
gate lines GL1-GLm are written, and then even rows are
written. If frame frequency is 120 Hz (1 cycle: 8.333 ms),
time Tc from the moment when writing an odd row of adja-
cent two gate lines to the moment when writing an even row
of the adjacent two gate lines is 4167 ps.

As with the cause of tearing as explained above, combing
is caused by disparity in display timing between adjacent gate
lines. Therefore, the result of sensory analysis for tearing is
also true for combing. That is, combing is seen when the time
Tc is approximately 0.8 ms or more. Consequently, in the
example shown in FIG. 8, combing is seen.

In contrast thereto, in the present embodiment, the gate
lines GL1-GLm are divided into a plurality of blocks and
interlace scan is performed with respect to each block (block-
divided interlace scan). This allows reducing the time Tc,
making combing less likely to be seen.

FIG. 9 schematically illustrates writing operation in the
block-divided interlace scan. The lateral axis indicates time
lapse and the longitudinal axis indicates the gate lines GL1-
GLm that are writing rows. In the example shown in FIG. 9,
the gate lines GL.1-GLm are divided into blocks with respect
to every a rows, and interlace scan is performed with respect
to each block. To be specific, odd rows of 1 to o gate lines
are written with a data signal voltage having a plus polarity (+
polarity) with respect to Vsc, and then even rows of the 1* to
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o™ gate lines are written with a data signal voltage having a
minus polarity (- polarity) with respect to Vsc. Next, even
rows of a+1% to 20 gate lines are written with a data signal
voltage having a minus polarity (- polarity) with respect to
Vsc, and then odd rows of the a+1% to 2a.” gate lines are
written with a data signal voltage having a plus polarity (+
polarity) with respect to Vsc. All rows of 1 frame are written
by sequentially repeating these steps.

In the above steps, a first block including the 1* to o gate
lines are written in such a manner that odd rows are written
firstly and even rows are written secondly, and a second block
including the a+1°" to 20™ gate lines are written in such a
manner that even rows are written firstly and odd rows are
written secondly. That is, in the odd block, odd rows are
written firstly and even rows are written secondly, and in the
even block, even rows are written firstly and odd rows are
written secondly. When the last line in one block is written
and then the first line in next block is written, a data signal
voltage maintains the same polarity. This makes it unneces-
sary to perform inversion of the polarity when switching
blocks to be written, thus reducing power consumption.

The time Tc which is a difference in time between writing
in adjacent rows in the block-divided interlace scan is repre-
sented by an equation below.

Te=(a/2)/(Vtotal)x(frame cycle)

wherein Vtotal represents 1 vertical period, that is, whole
scanning lines. Since (frame cycle)/(Vtotal)=(time of 1 hori-
zontal period), the above equation may be written as follows.

Te=(a/2)x(1H, time of 1 horizontal period)

For example, in a case of 120 Hz driving in 52 type full HD
(the number of all scanning lines including blanking period is
1125), if a=48, the time Tc that would cause abnormal dis-
play state is

Tc=(48/2)/1125%(1/120)x10°6=177.8 s

and consequently combing is so prevented as not to be seen.

Further, in a case of 60 Hz driving in 37 type full HD (the
number of all scanning lines including blanking period is
1125), if a=20, similar calculation shows that Tc=148.1 ps,
and consequently combing is so prevented as not to be seen.

(Example of Driving in Block-Divided Interlace Scan)

FIG. 10 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse Pw in
driving by block-divided interlace scan where the number a of
scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1 horizontal
period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity is regarded as
a dummy insertion period (indicated by circle). In FIG. 10,
the lateral direction indicates time lapse and the longitudinal
direction indicates individual rows of gate lines (writing
rows) GL1-GLm to which gate-on pulses are applied.

In this driving example, a first block including 1°/-20” gate
lines is written in such a manner that odd rows are written
firstly and even rows are written secondly, and a second block
including 21%*-40” gate lines is written in such a manner that
even rows are written firstly and odd rows are written sec-
ondly. Therefore, in the 1°-40” gate lines, inversion of the
polarity is made when switching from odd rows to even rows
in the first block and when switching from even rows to odd
rows in the second block. To be specific, even rows corre-
sponding to 20H in the 1°%-40 gate lines are scanned while a
data signal maintains the same polarity (here, —polarity). 20
odd rows from 21* gate line are scanned while a data signal
maintains the same polarity (here, +polarity). Therefore,
except for the first scan, scan is performed with the polarity of
a data signal inverted with respect to every 20 rows.
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In this example, it takes substantially 1 horizontal period
right after inversion of the polarity for an actual data signal
waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. Consequently,
there is a case where display unevenness is caused by round-
ing of the data signal at the moment of polarity inversion.

Therefore, as described above, by setting the length of a
dummy insertion period in such a manner that the dummy
insertion period includes the time for a data signal to reach a
predetermined voltage after inverting its polarity, a data sig-
nal with the predetermined voltage is written in individual
pixels in a horizontal period next to the dummy insertion
period. Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio of an actual voltage to an
application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SLn when writing
pixel data after inversion of the polarity. This allows prevent-
ing display unevenness with respect to approximately every
20 rows that is caused by rounding of the data signal wave-
form at the moment of polarity inversion.

Further, compared with the above progressive scan, in this
driving, the polarity of a voltage applied to a pixel is inverted
with respect to each row, which reduces flickers and reduces
display unevenness caused by coupling capacitance of pixels
adjacent in a longitudinal direction. In addition, since the
block-divided interlace scan is employed, it is possible to
prevent the combing.

Data signals have been permutated beforehand by a data
signal permutation circuit included in the display control
circuit 200 in such a manner as to correspond to the block-
divided interlace scan as shown in the drawing. The data
signals thus permutated are subjected to a necessary process
such as a timing process, and then supplied as digital image
signals DA to the source driver 300. The data signal permu-
tation circuit receives digital video signals Dv that are digital
RGB signals supplied chronologically from an external sig-
nal source to the display control circuit 200, causes the digital
video signals Dv to be temporarily stored in a memory, and
then read out a signal corresponding to a scanning signal line
driven currently, and thus permutates the data signals.

In the driving example shown in FIG. 11, in a first block
including 1-20” gate lines, even rows are written firstly and
odd rows are written secondly, and in a second block includ-
ing 21*-40” gate lines, odd rows are written firstly and even
rows are written secondly. Consequently, inversion of the
polarity is made at the time of switching from even rows to
odd rows in the first block and at the time of switching from
odd rows to even rows in the second block. Other features are
the same as those of the driving example in FIG. 10 and
therefore explanations thereof are omitted here.

In the driving example shown in FIG. 12, in a first block
including 1¥-20? gate lines, even rows are written firstly and
odd rows are written secondly, and in a second block includ-
ing 21*-40” gate lines, odd rows are written firstly and even
rows are written secondly. From the 1** gate line to the 407
gate line, inversion of the polarity is made not only at the time
of switching from even rows to odd rows in the first block and
at the time of switching from odd rows to even rows in the
second block, but also at the time of switching from the first
block to the second block. 1 horizontal period (1H) right after
these inversions of the polarities is regarded as a dummy
insertion period.

Also in this driving example, providing the dummy inser-
tion period yields the same effect as above. However, com-
pared with the above driving examples in FIGS. 10 and 11,
this driving example has increased number of inversion of the
polarity. Accordingly, in view of power consumption, the
driving examples in FIGS. 10 and 11 are preferable to the
driving example in FIG. 12.
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Further, in the driving example in FIG. 12, voltages with
the same polarity are applied to pixel electrodes of 207 and
21 gate lines, respectively. In contrast thereto, in a case of
other gate lines, voltages with opposite polarities are applied
to pixel electrodes of adjacent gate lines in a longitudinal
direction. Consequently, voltage variation of pixel electrodes
after gate-off, which variation is caused by coupling capaci-
tance of pixel electrodes adjacent in a longitudinal direction,
differs between the case of 20” and 21* gate lines and other
gate lines, resulting in stripped display unevenness. In view of
this problem, the driving examples in FIGS. 10 and 11 are
preferable to the driving example in FIG. 12.

In the driving example shown in FIG. 13, in a first block
including 1%%-207 gate lines, even rows are written firstly and
odd rows are written secondly, and also in a second block
including 21%-40™ gate lines, even rows are written firstly and
odd rows are written secondly. From the 1% gate line to the
40 gate line, inversion of the polarity is made not only at the
time of switching from even rows to odd rows in the first block
and at the time of switching from odd rows to even rows in the
second block, but also at the time of switching from the first
block to the second block. 1 horizontal period (1H) right after
these inversions of the polarities is regarded as a dummy
insertion period.

Unlike the driving example in FIG. 12, in the driving
example in FIG. 13, voltages with opposite polarities are
applied to pixel electrodes of the 20” gate line and the 21*
gate line, respectively. Consequently, voltage variation of
pixel electrodes after gate-off, which variation is caused by
coupling capacitance of pixel electrodes adjacent in a longi-
tudinal direction, are substantially identical among all rows,
allowing prevention of stripped display unevenness.

FIG. 14 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse Pw in
driving by block-divided interlace scan where the number a of
scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 2 horizontal
periods (2H) right after inversion of the polarity is regarded as
a dummy insertion period (indicated by circle). In FIG. 14,
the lateral direction indicates time lapse and the longitudinal
direction indicates individual rows of gate lines (writing
rows) GL1-GLm to which gate-on pulses are applied.

In the example shown in FIG. 14, it takes substantially 2
horizontal periods right after inversion of the polarity for an
actual data signal waveform to reach a predetermined voltage.
Therefore, as described above, by setting the length of a
dummy insertion period in such a manner that the dummy
insertion period includes the time for a data signal to reach a
predetermined voltage after inverting its polarity, the data
signal with the predetermined voltage is written in individual
pixels in a horizontal period next to the dummy insertion
period. Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio of an actual voltage to an
application voltage in the source lines SL1-SLn when writing
pixel data after inversion of the polarity. This allows prevent-
ing display unevenness caused by rounding of the data signal
waveform at the moment of inverting the polarity.

Although the length of the dummy insertion period in the
above example is set to 2H, the length may be set to 3H or
more according to the degree of rounding of the data signal
waveform after inversion of the polarity.

(Control of Application of Gate-on Pulse)

The following explains the dummy insertion period in
more details. In the above driving examples, a period from the
moment of inversion of the polarity to the moment of first
application of a gate-on pulse Pw is provided as one or more
horizontal periods, thereby preventing the influence of round-
ing of a data signal waveform. However, this period is not
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limited to one or more horizontal periods. If this period is as
defined below, this period can prevent the influence of round-
ing of a data signal waveform.

Initially, when a last end of a gate-on pulse nearest to a
moment of polarity inversion of a data signal among gate-on
pulses applied before the moment of polarity inversion is
earlier than an end time of a horizontal period during which
the gate-on pulse is applied, a period that starts at the last end
of'the gate-on pulse and ends at the end time of the horizontal
period is defined as a first period. Further, a period that starts
at the moment of the polarity inversion and ends at a moment
of an application start of a gate-on pulse nearest to the
moment of the polarity inversion among gate-on pulses
applied after the polarity inversion is defined as a second
period. The gate-on pulse Pw should be applied so that the
second period is longer than the first period.

In the above driving examples, the second period corre-
sponds to the dummy insertion period, and the first period
corresponds to a period from the time when a gate-on pulse
Pw is off in one horizontal period to the time when the
horizontal period ends. Therefore, itis evident that the second
period is longer than the first period in each of the above
driving examples. Further, although not described as the
above driving examples, driving may be performed in such a
manner that a horizontal period in which a gate-on pulse Pw
is not applied is provided right before inversion of the polar-
ity. Also in this case, it is evident that the second period is
longer than the first period.

With such driving, a gate-on pulse Pw is not applied at the
moment of inversion of the polarity. This allows preventing
data signals with opposite polarities from being simulta-
neously applied to two adjacent gate lines to which gate-on
pulses Pw are applied before and after inversion of the polar-
ity, respectively. This allows preventing image display from
being disturbed at the moment of inversion of the polarity.

Further, among the gate-on pulses Pw applied after the
moment of inversion of the polarity, the gate-on pulse Pw
nearest to the moment of inversion of the polarity is gated on
after a period longer than the first period has elapsed from the
moment of inversion of the polarity. This prevents charge of a
pixel from being carried out during a period where a data
signal waveform is greatly rounded due to inversion of the
polarity. This allows displaying an image with high quality
that is free from display unevenness etc.

Further, the period from the moment of inversion of the
polarity to the moment of first application of a gate-on pulse
Pw may be set as follows. That is, a gate-on pulse may be
applied so that a period from the moment of polarity inversion
to the moment of application start of a gate-on pulse Pw
nearest to the moment of polarity inversion among gate-on
pulses Pw applied after the moment of polarity inversion is
equal to or more than the length of a horizontal display period
that is obtained by subtracting a horizontal blanking period
from a horizontal period.

In the above driving examples, the period from the moment
of polarity inversion to the moment of application start of a
gate-on pulse Pw nearest to the moment of polarity inversion
among gate-on pulses Pw applied after the moment of polar-
ity inversion corresponds to a dummy insertion period.
Accordingly, it is evident that the dummy insertion period is
longer than the horizontal display period in each of the driv-
ing examples.

The length of a horizontal period is equal to the sum of the
length of a horizontal display interval and the length of a
horizontal blanking period. In general, a data signal to be
applied to a source line is designed to have a signal waveform
that allows a pixel to be charged within 1 horizontal display
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period. Accordingly, at the time when 1 horizontal display
interval or more has elapsed from the moment of polarity
inversion, the influence of rounding of a data signal waveform
due to polarity inversion is prevented. This allows preventing
charge of a pixel from being carried out during a period where
a data signal waveform is greatly rounded due to polarity
inversion. This allows displaying an image with high quality
which is free from display unevenness etc.

As described above, a data signal to be applied to a source
line is basically designed to have a signal waveform that
allows a pixel to be charged within 1 horizontal display
period. However, the case of carrying out polarity inversion
causes a larger change in a voltage of a data signal waveform
than the case of not carrying out the polarity inversion. Con-
sequently, under a certain condition of designing a device,
there is a possibility that a pixel is not charged within 1
horizontal display period. In order to deal with such a case,
the dummy insertion period may be set to be 2H or more as in
the above driving examples.

Embodiment 2

Another embodiment of the present invention is described
below with reference to the drawings. Configurations having
the same functions as those in Embodiment 1 are given the
same reference numerals and explanations thereof are omit-
ted here.

(Configuration of Liquid Crystal Display Device)

FIG. 15 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
liquid crystal display device of the present embodiment and
an equivalent circuit of a display section of the liquid crystal
display device. The liquid crystal display device is obtained
by arranging the liquid crystal display device of FIG. 1 so as
to further include a CS control circuit (retention capacitor
signal drive section) 90 serving as an auxiliary capacitor line
drive circuit. Except for the CS control circuit 90, the liquid
crystal display device of the present embodiment is the same
as the liquid crystal display device of Embodiment 1 and
therefore explanation thereof is omitted here.

The CS control circuit 90 is a circuit for controlling the
phase, the width etc. of a waveform of a CS (retention capaci-
tor) signal to be applied to an auxiliary capacitor line (reten-
tion capacitor line; CS line). Control by the CS control circuit
90 and the auxiliary capacitor line will be detailed later.

FIG. 16 schematically illustrates an equivalent circuit of
one pixel of the liquid crystal display device of the present
embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 16, each pixel includes
two sub-pixels and a first TFT 12a and a second TFT 125 are
provided so as to correspond to the sub-pixels, respectively. A
first sub-pixel electrode 17a, a counter electrode Ec, and a
liquid crystal layer between the first sub-pixel electrode 17a
and the counter electrode Ec constitute a first sub-pixel
capacitor Cspl, and a second sub-pixel electrode 175, a
counter electrode Ec, and a liquid crystal layer between the
second sub-pixel electrode 175 and the counter electrode Ec
constitute a second sub-pixel capacitor Csp2. Such pixel
structure is referred to as a multi-pixel structure. In the present
embodiment, one pixel includes two sub-pixels. Alterna-
tively, one pixel may include three or more sub-pixels.

When employing such a multi-pixel structure, it is prefer-
able that at least two of the sub-pixels have different lumi-
nance. If at least two of the sub-pixels have different lumi-
nance, then one pixel includes a bright sub-pixel and a dark
sub-pixel, allowing the liquid crystal display device to display
a half tone with use of area coverage modulation. This is
suitable for reducing excess brightness when viewing a liquid
crystal screen in a skew direction.
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Electrostatic capacitances of the first sub-pixel capacitor
Csp1 and the second sub-pixel capacitor Csp2 have the same
value, and they depend on effective voltages applied on indi-
vidual liquid crystal layers. Further, a first auxiliary capacitor
Csl and a second auxiliary capacitor Cs2 are provided inde-
pendently of the first sub-pixel capacitor Csp1 and the second
sub-pixel capacitor Csp2, and electrostatic capacitances of
the first auxiliary capacitor Csl and the second auxiliary
capacitor Cs2 have the same value.

One electrodes of the first sub-pixel capacitor Csp1 and the
first auxiliary capacitor Cs1 are connected with a drain elec-
trode of the first TF'T 12a, and the other electrode of the first
sub-pixel capacitor Csp1 is connected with the counter elec-
trode Ec, and the other electrode of the first auxiliary capaci-
tor Cs1 is connected with an auxiliary capacitor line (CS line)
52a. On the other hand, one electrodes of the second sub-pixel
capacitor Csp2 and the second auxiliary capacitor Cs2 are
connected with a drain electrode of the second TFT 125, and
the other electrode of the second sub-pixel capacitor Csp2 is
connected with the counter electrode Ec, and the other elec-
trode of the second auxiliary capacitor Cs2 is connected with
an auxiliary capacitor line (CS line) 525.

Gate electrodes of the first TFT 12a and the second TFT
125 are connected with a scanning line 16, and source elec-
trodes of the first TFT 124 and the second TFT 125 are
connected with a signal line 15.

FIG. 17 illustrates how the CS control circuit 90, CS main
lines (retention capacitor signal lines) 52M, and CS lines 52
are connected with one another. FIG. 18 details how the CS
main lines 52M and the CS lines 52 are connected with one
another.

The CS control circuit 90 outputs CS signals with different
signal waveforms to the CS main lines 52M, respectively. In
the example shown in FIG. 18, the CS main lines 52M are
composed of 10 lines A-H and J and K, and receive respective
CS signals with different signal waveforms. The CS main
lines 52M are provided outside the display area of the liquid
crystal display device.

Each of the CS lines 52 is provided between adjacent gate
lines GLm-1 and GLm in such a manner as to be along with
the gate line GLm. Further, each CS line 52 is connected with
one of the CS main lines 52M. In the example shown in FIG.
18, the CS lines 52 correspond to CS_A-CS_H, CS_J and
CS_K that are connected with A-H, J, and K of the CS main
lines 52M, respectively.

In the liquid crystal display device having the above multi-
pixel structure, when a source driver 300 drives the source
lines SL1-SLn of the display section 100 and a gate driver 400
drives the gate lines GL1-GLm of the display section 100, a
voltage of a source line SLi is applied on a pixel capacitor via
aTFT 10 connected with a selected gate line GLj (i=1 ton, j=1
to m). Then, the CS control circuit 90 drives the CS lines 52
and controls, with use of a CS signal, the voltage of the source
line SLi which is supplied to the pixel capacitor.

This allows voltages corresponding to digital image signals
DA are applied on a liquid crystal layer in individual pixel
formation sections. Transmittance of light from a backlight
600 is controlled in response to application of the voltages,
causing the display section 100 to display an image indicated
by a digital video signal Dv from outside.

(Example of Interlace Scan Drive)

FIG. 19 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data
signal voltage is inversed with respect to every 10 rows with
Vsc as a reference. In the interlace scan in FIG. 19, one frame
period is divided into a former half %4 frame period (14F) and
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a latter half ¥ frame period, and in the former half }4F, odd
rows are scanned with the polarity of a data signal being plus,
and in the latter half Y4F, even rows are scanned with the
polarity of a data signal being minus. Here, for simplicity, in
this example, it is assumed that there are provided 20 scan-
ning signal lines and the polarity of a data signal is inverted
with respect to every 10H.

Bright-dark states of two sub-pixels that correspond to
individual CS lines 52 are shown in FIG. 19. Further, the right
side of the timing chart shows a bright-dark state of individual
sub-pixels driven by inverting the polarity between adjacent
source lines SLn-1 and SLn. In this driving example, combi-
nations of bright-dark states of individual sub-pixels form a
checkered pattern, which is the best form since the checkered
pattern has the least jaggyness of an image. Here, a hatched
piece indicates a dark sub-pixel and a non-hatched piece
indicates a bright sub-pixel. In order to carry out such driving,
conditions below are required.

When a period from the time of applying a gate-on pulse on
an odd gate line that is one of two adjacent gate lines and that
firstly receives application of a gate-on pulse to the time of
applying a gate-on pulse on an even line that is the other of the
two adjacent gate lines and that secondly receives application
of a gate-on pulse is regarded as an adjacent line writing time
difference period, inversion of the polarity is performed even
times (2k (k is an integer of 1 or more)) during at least the
adjacent line writing time difference period. In other words, if
a polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal is the sum of a first
polarity continuation period and a second polarity continua-
tion period, setting that (polarity inversion cycle of CS sig-
nal)= (adjacent line writing time difference period)/k (k is an
integer of 1 or more) enables a bright-dark state to be com-
pletely inverted between sub-pixels adjacent to each other in
a column direction. That is, this enables to keep a bright-dark
state of a sub-pixel constant, thereby preventing deterioration
in display quality. Further, since the order of brightness and
darkness of individual sub-pixels is inverted between an odd
line and an even line with respect to each line, it is possible to
prevent occurrence of jaggyness of an image.

In the example in FIG. 19, k=1 and a polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal is %2 of an adjacent line writing time
difference period. In a case where k=1, the polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal is longest, and therefore applying a
gate-on pulse Pw after inversion of the polarity of a CS signal
and right before the next inversion of the polarity allows
writing of data to individual sub-pixels at the time when a
waveform of a CS signal sufficiently achieves a steady state.

Further, the phase of a CS signal to be applied to the n+2"¢
CS line 52 is delayed by 1H with respect to the phase of a CS
signal to be applied to the n” CS line 52. This allows writing
of data into individual sub-pixels at the moment after the
same time has elapsed from the time of inversion of the
polarity of a CS signal in all the CS lines 52 and at the moment
when the waveform of the CS signal sufficiently achieves a
steady state. Therefore, it is possible to prevent display
unevenness due to rounding of the waveform of the CS signal.

In order to meet the above first and second conditions, CS
signals in twice the number of a horizontal period included in
a half period of a polarity inversion cycle of a data signal
waveform, i.e. a period where one polarity continues. In the
example in FIG. 19, 10(H)x2=20 kinds of CS signals are
required. A simple calculation shows that, in this example, it
is necessary to provide 20 CS main lines 52M. However, in
this example, using CS signals with opposite polarities allows
the above driving only with 10 kinds (phases) of CS signals.
To be specific, the CS lines 52 are divided into two blocks, i.e.
a block including upper 10 rows and a block including lower
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11 rows, and CS signals in two rows in the upper 10 rows are
paired, and the order of CS signals in each pair is inverted in
the lower 10 rows, and a CS signal at the lower 117 row is
made identical with a CS signal at the upper 1% row, so that the
above driving is realized with use of 10 kinds (phases) of CS
signals.

As described above, in the interlace scan, the polarity
inversion cycle is ¥2F. Accordingly, the interlace scan allows
reducing power consumption and heat, of the source driver
300, compared with the progressive scan. Further, in the
interlace scan, the polarity of a voltage applied on a pixel
appears to be inverted with respect to 1 row, allowing reduc-
tion of flickers, and allowing reduction of unevenness due to
coupling capacitance of pixels adjacent in a longitudinal
direction.

Data signals have been permutated beforehand by a data
signal permutation circuit included in the display control
circuit 200 in such a manner as to correspond to the interlace
scan as shown in the drawing. The data signals thus permu-
tated are subjected to a necessary process such as a timing
process, and then supplied as digital image signals DA to the
source driver 300. The data signal permutation circuit
receives digital video signals Dv that are digital RGB signals
supplied chronologically from an external signal source to the
display control circuit 200, causes the digital video signals Dv
to be temporarily stored in a memory, and then reads out a
signal corresponding to a scanning signal line driven cur-
rently, and thus permutates the data signals. This holds for
other driving examples below.

Also in this interlace scan, an actual data signal shows
rounding of waveform, as described above. In the example in
the drawing, it takes substantially 1 horizontal period right
after inversion of the polarity for an actual data signal wave-
form to reach a predetermined voltage. Accordingly, there is
a possibility that display unevenness due to rounding of the
waveform of the data signal occurs.

An example of driving capable of improving display
unevenness due to rounding of the waveform of the data
signal is a driving example shown in FIG. 20. FIG. 20 shows
atiming chart of a data signal waveform, a data signal, a latch
strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS signal in
driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
voltage is inverted with Vsc as a reference and where 2 hori-
zontal periods (2H) right after inversion of the polarity are
regarded as a dummy insertion period. In the interlace scan in
FIG. 20, 1 frame period is divided into the former half %5
frame period (Y4F) and the latter half }% frame period, odd
rows are scanned with the polarity of a data signal being plus
in the former half V4F, and then even rows are scanned with
the polarity of a data signal being minus in the latter half 4F.
For simplicity, it is assumed that there are 20 scanning signal
lines.

In the example shown in FIG. 20, it takes substantially 2
horizontal periods right after polarity inversion for an actual
data signal waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. In
contrast, in the driving method, a gate-on pulse Pw is not
applied during 2 horizontal periods right after inversion of the
polarity so as to provide a dummy horizontal period. Conse-
quently, in a horizontal period next to a dummy insertion
period, a data signal with the predetermined voltage is written
into individual pixels.

As described above, providing the dummy insertion period
allows increasing a reaching ratio (charging ratio) of an actual
voltage to an application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SLn
(data signal lines) when writing pixel data after inversion of
the polarity.
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It should be noted that, as in Embodiment 1, during the
dummy insertion period, the display control circuit 200 stops
application of an on-pulse of an LS signal to be input to the
source driver 300. Consequently, a data signal to be written
during the dummy insertion period is written during a hori-
zontal period next to the dummy insertion period. Alterna-
tively, the display control circuit 200 may output, in 2 hori-
zontal periods next to the dummy insertion period, a data
signal equal to a data signal to be applied during the dummy
insertion period right after the inversion of the polarity.

On the other hand, simply inserting a dummy insertion
period as in the present driving example raises the following
problem in the multi-pixel driving. That is, insertion of the
dummy insertion period lengths the polarity inversion cycle
of a data signal waveform, whereas the polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal does not change. This causes disparity
between phases of the data signal waveform and the CS
signal. This makes the bright-dark state of a sub-pixel
unstable, dropping display quality.

In FIG. 20 for example, in the latter half 'AF, a gate-on
pulse Pw is applied during a period when the waveform of a
CS signal is greatly rounded and consequently display is
carried out while the voltage of the CS signal does not reach
a predetermined value, resulting in display unevenness. Fur-
ther, in relations among the gate-on pulse Pw, the data signal
waveform, and the CS signal waveform shown in the drawing,
the order of brightness and darkness of individual sub-pixels
is as follows: bright, dark, dark, bright, bright, dark, . . ., i.e.,
dark sub-pixels or bright sub-pixels appears successively
with respect to every 2 rows. In the drawing, a hatched portion
corresponds to a dark sub-pixel and a non-hatched portion
corresponds to a bright sub-pixel. This configuration is prob-
lematic in that it has more eminent jaggyness as display
quality compared with a configuration in which brightness
and darkness are switched with respect to each row.

One example of a driving method that improves the prob-
lem due to the difference between a polarity inversion cycle of
a CS signal and a polarity inversion cycle of a data signal
waveform is a driving example shown in FIG. 21. The draw-
ing shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data
signal waveform is inverted with Vsc as a reference and where
two horizontal periods (2H) right after inversion of the polar-
ity of a data signal are regarded as a dummy insertion period
and a CS signal dummy period corresponding to 2H is
inserted into a CS signal during a period when the dummy
insertion period is inserted. In the interlace scan in the draw-
ing, 1 frame period is divided into a former half %5 frame
period and a latter half Y2 frame period and odd rows are
subjected to interlace scan with the polarity of a data signal
being plus in the former half /4F and even rows are subjected
to interlace scan with the polarity of a data signal being minus
in the latter half V2F. For simplicity, it is assumed that there are
20 scanning signal lines.

In the example in FIG. 21, when a dummy insertion period
is not inserted, a period during which one polarity of a CS
signal continues (polarity continuation period) is SH. To a
polarity continuation period of a CS signal right after inver-
sion of the polarity of a data signal is added a period when a
dummy insertion period is inserted, i.e. 2H. That is, a polarity
continuation period of a CS signal right after inversion of the
polarity is setto 7H and a polarity continuation period of other
CS signal is set to SH.

With the above driving, insertion of a dummy insertion
period allows lengthening the polarity inversion cycle of a
data signal waveform and lengthening the polarity inversion
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cycle of a CS signal. This allows keeping relationship in
phase between the data signal waveform and the CS signal.
Further, at least in an adjacent line writing time difference
period, each of the CS signals has the same polarity inversion
timing among successive frames. This stabilizes the state of
brightness-darkness of sub pixels, preventing deterioration in
display quality. Further, since the order of brightness and
darkness of individual sub-pixels is inverted between an odd
line and an even line with respect to each line, it is possible to
prevent occurrence of jaggyness of an image.

Further, with the configuration, in all the CS lines, it is
possible to write data into individual sub-pixels at a time
when the same time has elapsed from the moment of inversion
of the polarity of a CS signal and when the waveform of the
CS signal sufficiently achieves a steady state. This allows
preventing display unevenness due to rounding of the wave-
form of a CS signal.

Such driving can be realized by delaying the phase of a CS
signal applied to an n+2"¢ CS line 52 by 1H with respect to the
phase of a CS signal applied to an n” CS line 52 during a
period when a data signal waveform continues to have the
same polarity.

The CS signal lines 52 are divided into a block including
upper 10 rows and a block including lower 11 rows, and CS
signals in two rows in the upper 10 rows are paired, and the
order of CS signals in each pair is inverted in the lower 10
rows, and a CS signal at the lower 11 row is made identical
with a CS signal at the upper 1 row. Thus, the above driving
is realized using 10 kinds of CS signals.

In the above example, the dummy insertion period is 2H.
Alternatively, the dummy insertion period may be 1H or 3H
or more depending on the degree of rounding of a data signal
waveform.

On the other hand, in the driving example, two polarities
have different polarity continuation periods in a waveform of
a CS signal. In this case, there is a possibility that an effective
voltage of a sub-pixel varies depending on the difference in
the polarity continuation period, resulting in striped display
unevenness.

One example of a driving method that improves the prob-
lem due to the difference in the polarity continuation period is
a driving example shown in FIG. 22. The drawing shows a
timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data signal, a latch
strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS signal in
driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data signal
waveform is inverted with Vsc as a reference and where two
horizontal periods (2H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal are regarded as a dummy insertion period and
polarity continuation periods of CS signals are increased by
1H. In the interlace scan in FIG. 22, 1 frame period is divided
into a former half ¥ frame period and a latter half V% frame
period and odd rows are subjected to interlace scan with the
polarity of a data signal being plus in the former half }2F and
even rows are subjected to interlace scan with the polarity of
a data signal being minus in the latter half V4F. For simplicity,
it is assumed that there are 20 scanning signal lines.

In the example in FIG. 22, when a dummy insertion period
is not inserted, a period during which one polarity of a CS
signal continues (polarity continuation period) is SH. To one
polarity continuation period of a CS signal is added 1H of 2H
corresponding to the inserted dummy insertion period, so that
the one polarity continuation period becomes 6H. To the other
polarity continuation period of a CS signal is added remain-
ing 1H of the 2H corresponding to the inserted dummy inser-
tion period, so that the other polarity continuation period
becomes 6H. That is, the polarity inversion cycle of a CS
signal is set to be half the length of a polarity inversion cycle
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of a data signal waveform to which the dummy insertion
period is added, and the polarity continuation period of the CS
signal is made constant regardless of the polarity.

It should be noted that the dummy insertion period is set in
such a manner that half the length of the polarity inversion
cycle of a data signal waveform to which the dummy insertion
period is added is equal to the length corresponding to posi-
tive integer number of 1 horizontal periods. This allows set-
ting the polarity continuation period by the length of 1 hori-
zontal period as a unit. This prevents a circuit for generating
a CS signal waveform from being complicated.

As in the case of the driving example in FIG. 21, this
driving yields the effect of stabilizing the state of brightness-
darkness of sub-pixels and preventing deterioration in display
quality, the effect of preventing jaggyness, and the effect of
preventing display unevenness due to rounding of waveform
of a CS signal. In addition, this driving yields an effect as
follows: since a polarity continuation period of one polarity is
equal to a polarity continuation period of the other polarity, it
is possible to keep an effective potential of a sub-pixel sub-
stantially constant, preventing striped display unevenness.

In the present driving example, the CS lines 52 are divided
into a block including upper 12 rows and a block including
lower 9 rows, and CS signals in two rows in the upper 8 rows
in the block including upper 12 rows are paired, and the order
of CS signals in each pair is inverted in the lower 8 rows, and
a CS signal at lower 97 row is made identical with a CS signal
at upper 10” row. This provides 12 kinds of (phases of) CS
signals, allowing the above driving.

Another example of a driving method that improves the
problem due to the difference in the polarity continuation
period in the driving example in FIG. 21 is explained below.
FIG. 23 is a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS
signal in driving by interlace scan where the polarity of a data
signal voltage is inverted with Vsc as a reference and where 2
horizontal periods (2H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal are regarded as a first dummy insertion period
and 2 horizontal periods (2H) prior to the inversion of the
polarity of a data signal by 5 horizontal periods (5H) are
regarded as a second dummy insertion period, and CS signal
dummy periods each corresponding to 2H are inserted into
CS signals during periods to which the first and second
dummy insertion periods are inserted, respectively. In the
interlace scan in FIG. 23, 1 frame period is divided into a
former half ¥ frame period (¥2F) and a latter half Y2 frame
period and odd rows are subjected to interlace scan with the
polarity of a data signal being plus in the former half 42F and
even rows are subjected to interlace scan with the polarity of
a data signal being minus in the latter half %4F. For simplicity,
it is assumed that there are 20 scanning signal lines.

According to the driving example, in a period that is a half
of the polarity inversion cycle of a data signal, that is, in a
period during which a data signal polarity POL continues to
be the same, a dummy insertion period is inserted not only at
a time right after inversion of the polarity but also at another
time. At the time when the dummy insertion period is
inserted, a gate-on pulse Pw is not applied.

Further, the polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal is set to
be half the length of the polarity inversion cycle of the data
signal polarity POL to which cycle all the dummy insertion
periods are added, and the polarity continuation period of the
CS signal is kept constant regardless of the polarity.

As with the driving example in FIG. 22, since this driving
is configured such that a polarity continuation period of one
polarity is equal to a polarity continuation period of the other
polarity in a CS signal waveform, it is possible to keep an
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effective potential of a sub-pixel substantially constant,
thereby, preventing striped display unevenness.

The driving example is designed such that in two CS lines
52 corresponding to a gate line GLj to which a gate-on pulse
Pw is applied right after insertion of a dummy insertion
period, the phase of a CS signal to be applied to a CS line 52
that is the former of the two CS lines 52 in terms of a sub
scanning order is delayed by 2H (length of inserted dummy
insertion period)+1H with respect to the phase of a CS signal
to be applied to a CS line 52 that is prior to the former one of
the two CS lines 52 in terms of a sub scanning order. On the
other hand, in other CS lines 52, the phase of a CS signal to be
applied to n+2"? CS line 52 is delayed by 1H with respect to
the phase of a CS signal to be applied to n” CS line 52.

This driving allows writing data into individual sub-pixels
in all the CS lines 52 at a time when the same time has elapsed
from inversion of the polarity ofa CS signal and the waveform
of the CS signal sufficiently achieves a steady state. This
allows preventing display unevenness due to rounding ofa CS
signal waveform.

In the above driving example, the number of horizontal
periods (5H) actually written between the first dummy inser-
tion period and a second dummy insertion period next to the
first dummy insertion period is equal to the number of hori-
zontal periods (SH) actually written between the second
dummy insertion period and a first dummy insertion period
next to the second dummy insertion period.

Consequently, when the CS lines 52 are divided into a
block including upper 10 rows and a block including lower 11
lines, and CS signals in two rows in the upper 10 rows are
paired, and the order of CS signals in each pair is inverted in
the lower 10 rows, and a CS signal at lower 117 row is made
identical with a CS signal at upper 1* row, it is possible to
realize the above driving using 10 kinds of (phases of) CS
signals. In this regard, the driving example in FIG. 23 allows
reducing the kinds of CS signals and the number of CS main
lines 52M compared with the FIG. 22 configuration in which
12 kinds of (phases of) CS signals are used.

The following explains a driving example that allows pre-
venting shortage in charging of a pixel at a moment of inver-
sion of the polarity of a data signal in the driving example in
FIG. 22. FIG. 24 shows a timing chart of a data signal wave-
form, a data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse
Pw, and a CS signal in driving by interlace scan where the
polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted with Vsc as a
reference and 2 horizontal periods (2H) right after inversion
of the polarity of a data signal are regarded as a dummy
insertion period and polarity continuation periods of CS sig-
nals are increased by 1H, respectively.

The driving example in FIG. 24 differs from the driving
example in FIG. 22 in that the pulse width of a gate-on pulse
Pw to be firstly applied after inversion of the polarity of a data
signal is made longer than the pulse width of other gate-on
pulse Pw. As described above, right after inversion of the
polarity of a data signal, the waveform of the data signal is
rounded. In order to reduce shortage in charging ofa pixel due
to the rounding of the waveform of the data signal, a dummy
insertion period is inserted. Making the pulse width of the
gate-on pulse Pw longer allows further reducing the shortage
in charging of a pixel. That is, making the pulse width of the
gate-on pulse Pw longer makes the period of charging a pixel
longer, increasing a charge ratio of the pixel.

(Example of Block-Divided Interlace Scan Drive)

In Embodiment 1, the block-divided interlace scan was
explained as a method for preventing inconvenient combing
that occurs when carrying out driving by normal interlace
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scan. The following explains a driving example in which the
block-divided interlace scan is applied to the present embodi-
ment.

FIG. 25 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and
a CS signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where
the number a of scanning signal lines in one block is 20 and
where 1 horizontal period (1H) right after inversion of the
polarity is regarded as a dummy insertion period (indicated by
circle). In the drawing, the lateral direction indicates time
lapse and the longitudinal direction indicates individual rows
of gate lines (writing rows) GL1-GLm to which gate-on
pulses are applied and individual rows of CS lines 52.

In this driving example, a first block including 15%-20” gate
lines is written in such a manner that odd rows are written
firstly and even rows are written secondly, and a second block
including 21°"-40” gate lines is written in such a manner that
even rows are written firstly and odd rows are written sec-
ondly. Therefore, from the 15°-40 gate lines, inversion of the
polarity is made when switching from odd rows to even rows
in the first block and when switching from even rows to odd
rows in the second block. To be specific, even rows corre-
sponding to 20H in the 1°%-40?" gate lines are scanned while a
data signal maintains the same polarity (here, polarity). 20
odd rows from the 21% gate line are scanned while a data
signal maintains the same polarity (here, +polarity). There-
fore, except for the first scan, scan is performed with the
polarity of a data signal inverted with respect to scan of every
20 rows.

In this example, it takes substantially 1 horizontal period
right after inversion of the polarity for an actual data signal
waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. Consequently,
there is a case where display unevenness is caused by round-
ing of the data signal when inverting the polarity.

Therefore, as described above, by setting the length of a
dummy insertion period in such a manner that the dummy
insertion period includes the time for a data signal to reach a
predetermined voltage after inverting its polarity, a data sig-
nal with the predetermined voltage is written in individual
pixels in a horizontal period next to the dummy insertion
period. Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio of an actual voltage to an
application voltage in the source lines SL1-SLn when writing
pixel data after inversion of the polarity. This allows prevent-
ing display unevenness with respect to approximately every
20 rows that is caused by rounding of the data signal wave-
form at the time of inverting the polarity.

Further, compared with the above progressive scan, in this
driving, the polarity of a voltage applied to a pixel appears to
be inverted with respect to each row, which reduces flickers
and reduces display unevenness caused by coupling capaci-
tance of pixels adjacent in a longitudinal direction. In addi-
tion, since the block-divided interlace scan is employed, it is
possible to prevent the combing.

When a period from the time of applying a gate-on pulse on
an odd gate line that is one of two adjacent gate lines and that
firstly receives application of a gate-on pulse to the time of
applying a gate-on pulse on an even line that is the other of the
two adjacent gate lines and that secondly receives application
of a gate-on pulse is regarded as an adjacent line writing time
difference period, inversion of the polarity is performed even
times (2k (k is an integer of 1 or more)) during at least the
adjacent line writing time difference period. In other words, if
a polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal is the sum of a first
polarity continuation period and a second polarity continua-
tion period, setting that (polarity inversion cycle of CS sig-
nal)= (adjacent line writing time difference period)/k (k is an
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integer of 1 or more) enables a bright-dark state to be com-
pletely inverted between sub-pixels adjacent to each other in
a column direction. Further, each of individual CS signals has
the same polarity inversion timing between successive frames
at least during the adjacent line writing time difference
period. This makes the state of brightness-darkness of a sub-
pixel constant, preventing deterioration in display quality.
Further, since the order of brightness and darkness of indi-
vidual sub-pixels between an odd line and an even line is
inverted with respect to each line, it is possible to prevent the
occurrence of jaggyness of an image.

In the example in FIG. 25, k=1 and a polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal is 11H which is the same as that of an
adjacent line writing time difference period. In this case, if
each of polarity continuation periods is simply assumed to be
5 of the polarity inversion cycle, each polarity continuation
period is 5.5H (this case will be explained later with reference
to FIG. 28). However, the polarity continuation periods are set
so that one polarity continuation period is SH and the other
polarity continuation period is 6H. This is because setting the
length of the polarity continuation period by 1H as a unit
makes it easier to generate a waveform. In a case where k=1,
the polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal gets longest, and
therefore applying a gate-on pulse Pw after inversion of the
polarity of a CS signal and right before the next inversion
allows writing of data to individual sub-pixels at the time
when a waveform ofa CS signal sufficiently achieves a steady
state.

Further, during a period when the same polarity of a data
signal waveform continues, the phase of a CS signal to be
applied to the n+2"¢ CS line 52 is delayed by 1H or 2H with
respect to the phase of a CS signal to be applied to the n” CS
line 52. This allows writing of data into individual sub-pixels
at the time after 4H or more has elapsed from the time of
inversion of the polarity of a CS signal in all the CS lines 52
and at the time when the waveform of the CS signal suffi-
ciently achieves a steady state. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent display unevenness due to rounding of the waveform
of the CS signal.

The CS lines 52 are divided into blocks each including 10
rows, CS signals in two rows in a block are paired, and the
order of CS signals in each pair is inverted in 10 rows in a
block posterior by one to the block in the sub-scanning order.
Thus, the above driving is realized with use of 10 kinds
(phases) of CS signals.

Data signals have been permutated beforehand by a data
signal permutation circuit included in the display control
circuit 200 in such a manner as to correspond to the block-
divided interlace scan as shown in the drawing. The data
signals thus permutated are subjected to a necessary process
such as a timing process, and then supplied as digital image
signals DA to the source driver 300. The data signal permu-
tation circuit receives digital video signals Dv that are digital
RGB signals supplied chronologically from an external sig-
nal source to the display control circuit 200, causes the digital
video signals Dv to be temporarily stored in a memory, and
then reads out a signal corresponding to a scanning signal line
driven currently, and thus permutates the data signals. This
holds for other driving examples below.

In the above driving example, the length of a polarity
continuation period of one polarity of a CS signal waveform
is different from the length of a polarity continuation period
of'the other polarity of the CS signal waveform. For example,
at a CS line 52 serving as CS_A, in a period in which the
polarity of a data signal waveform is minus, H level period of
the CS signal waveform is SH+5H=10H, whereas L level
period of the CS signal waveform is SH+6H=11H. Such
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difference is seen in individual CS lines 52, causing a differ-
ence in actual potential between sub-pixels due to a difference
in the length of a polarity continuation period of a CS signal
waveform. This may cause striped display unevenness.

FIG. 26 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and
a CS signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where
the number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is regarded as a first dummy insertion period, 1
horizontal period (1H) which is prior to the moment of inver-
sion of the polarity of a data signal by 5 horizontal periods
(5H) is regarded as a second dummy insertion period, and CS
signals during periods to which the first and second insertion
periods are inserted are made to include insertion of CS signal
dummy periods corresponding to 1H, respectively.

The following explains differences between the driving
example in FIG. 26 and the driving example in FIG. 25. The
driving example in FIG. 26 is designed such that, in a period
that is a half of a polarity inversion cycle of a data signal, that
is, in a period during which one polarity of a data signal
waveform continues, adummy insertion period is inserted not
only right after inversion of the polarity but also at another
timing. At such another timing when the dummy insertion
period is inserted, a gate-on pulse Pw is not applied.

Further, to a polarity continuation period of a CS signal at
timing when the dummy insertion period is inserted is added
a period to which the dummy insertion period is inserted, i.e.
1H. That is, a polarity continuation period of the CS signal at
timing when the dummy insertion period is inserted is set to
6H and a polarity continuation period of other CS signal is set
to SH.

With the driving, the length of a polarity continuation
period of one polarity of a CS signal waveform is equal to the
length ofa polarity continuation period of the other polarity of
the CS signal waveform. For example, at a CS line 52 serving
as CS_A, in a period in which the polarity of a data signal
waveform is minus, H level period of the CS signal waveform
is SH+6H=11H, and L level period of the CS signal waveform
is SH+6H=11H. This allows making an effective potential
substantially equal between sub-pixels, preventing striped
display unevenness.

The driving example is designed such that in two CS lines
52 corresponding to a gate line GLj to which a gate-on pulse
Pw is applied right after insertion of a dummy insertion
period, the phase of a CS signal to be applied to a CS line 52
that is the former of the two CS lines 52 in terms of a sub
scanning order is delayed by 1H (length of inserted dummy
insertion period)+1H with respect to the phase of a CS signal
to be applied to a CS line 52 that is prior to the former one of
the two CS lines 52 in terms of a sub scanning order. On the
other hand, in other CS lines 52, the phase of a CS signal to be
applied to n+2"“ CS line 52 is delayed by 1H with respect to
the phase of a CS signal to be applied to n” CS line 52.

This driving allows writing data into individual sub-pixels
in all the CS lines 52 at a time when 4H or more has elapsed
from inversion of the polarity of'a CS signal and the waveform
of the CS signal sufficiently achieves a steady state. This
allows preventing display unevenness due to rounding ofa CS
signal waveform.

In the above driving example, the number of horizontal
periods (5H) actually written between the first dummy inser-
tion period and a second dummy insertion period next to the
first dummy insertion period is equal to the number of hori-
zontal periods (SH) actually written between the second
dummy insertion period and a first dummy insertion period
next to the second dummy insertion period.
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Thus, the CS lines 52 are divided into blocks each includ-
ing 10 rows, CS signals in two rows in a block are paired, and
the order of CS signals in each pair is inverted in 10 rows in a
block posterior by one to the block in the sub-scanning order.
Thus, the above driving is realized with use of 10 kinds
(phases) of CS signals.

In the above example, the first dummy insertion period and
the second dummy insertion period are set to 1H. Alterna-
tively, they may be set to 2H or more. FIG. 30 is a driving
example in which the first dummy insertion period and the
second dummy insertion period are set to 2H. In this example,
to apolarity continuation period of a CS signal at timing when
a dummy insertion period is inserted is added a period for
inserting the dummy insertion period, i.e. 2H. That is, a polar-
ity continuation period of a CS signal at timing when the
dummy insertion period is inserted is set to 7H and a polarity
continuation period of other CS signal is set to SH.

In the example in FIG. 30, it takes substantially 2 horizon-
tal periods right after inversion of the polarity for an actual
data signal waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. As
described above, the degree of rounding of a voltage wave-
form of a data signal differs depending on the specification of
a liquid crystal display device. This is because the degrees of
loads on the source lines SL.1-SLn are different depending on,
for example, the screen size and the number of pixels of the
liquid crystal display device.

Therefore, as described above, by setting the length of the
dummy insertion period to include the time for a data signal to
reach a predetermined voltage after inversion of the polarity,
a data signal with the predetermined voltage is written into
individual pixels in a horizontal period next to the dummy
insertion period.

FIG. 27 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and
a CS signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where
the number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and a
polarity continuation period of a CS signal is set as follows.

In this driving example, each block is configured such that
only in a period (adjacent line writing time difference period)
from the time of applying a gate-on pulse Pw on an odd or
even line that is one of two adjacent gate lines and that firstly
receives application of the gate-on pulse Pw to the time of
applying a gate-on pulse Pw on an even or odd line that is the
other of the two adjacent gate lines and that secondly receives
application of the gate-on pulse Pw, a CS signal dummy
period corresponding to a dummy insertion period (1H) of a
data signal is inserted into at least one of polarity continuation
periods for a CSsignal. In this case, each of CS signals has the
same polarity inversion timing between successive frames at
least in the adjacent line writing time difference period.

In this case, other than in the adjacent line writing time
difference period, a CS signal may be a periodic signal that
has a certain polarity continuation period and may be a signal
with a certain value whose potential is the same as that of a
common electrode. It should be noted that application of a
gate-on pulse Pw and a CS signal is required to be controlled
so that the gate-on pulse Pw is applied other than in a period
during which a dummy insertion period is inserted into a data
signal and the gate-on pulse Pw is applied at the latter part of
the polarity continuation period of a CS signal. Further, since
all CS signals are independent, the number of kinds of CS
signals and the number of CS main lines 52M are required to
be identical with the number of CS lines 52. Signals may be
independently supplied to individual CS lines 52 without
using the CS main lines 52M.
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With the above example, the number of a polarity continu-
ation period to which a dummy insertion period is inserted in
a CS signal is one per one frame, and therefore a difference in
a ratio of a polarity continuation period of one polarity to a
polarity continuation period of the other polarity is slight.
This allows keeping an effective potential of a sub-pixel sub-
stantially constant, thereby preventing striped display
unevenness.

In the above driving example, a CS signal dummy period
corresponding to a dummy insertion period (1H) is inserted
into at least one of polarity continuation periods for a CS
signal in the adjacent line writing time difference period.
Alternatively, dummy insertion periods may be evenly
assigned to all of polarity continuation periods of CS signals
in the adjacent line writing time difference period and indi-
vidually inserted in, the polarity continuation periods (each
polarity continuation period is 0.5H).

FIG. 28 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and
a CS signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where
the number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and, as
described above, each of two polarity continuation periods of
CS signals included in an adjacent line writing time differ-
ence period (11H) is 5.5H.

In this driving example, each polarity continuation period
of a CS signal is 5.5H. This allows keeping an effective
potential of a sub-pixel almost evenly, preventing striped
display unevenness.

Further, the phase of a CS signal to be applied on an n+2"¢
CS line 52 is delayed by 1H with respect to the phase of a CS
signal to be applied on an n” CS line 52 and each polarity
continuation period is 5.5H. Consequently, CS signals show
the same waveform with respect to every 22 lines. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to supply CS signals to individual CS lines
52 via 22 CS main lines 52M.

In the above example, the dummy insertion period is 1H.
Alternatively, the dummy insertion period may be 2H or
more. FIG. 31 shows a driving example in which the dummy
insertion period is 2H. In this case, each of two polarity
continuation periods of CS signals included in an adjacent
line writing time difference period (12H) is 6H. Since the unit
of a polarity continuation period of a CS signal is 1H, the
example in FIG. 31 allows reducing the number of the CS
main lines 52M by half and simplifying a circuit for generat-
ing a CS signal waveform, compared with the embodiment in
FIG. 28.

In the example in FIG. 31, it takes substantially 2 horizon-
tal periods right after inversion of the polarity for a data signal
waveform to reach a predetermined voltage. As described
above, the degree of rounding of a voltage waveform of the
data signal differs according to the specification of a liquid
crystal display device. This is because the degree of loads to
the source lines SL.1-SLn differs according to, for example,
the screen size and the number of pixels of the liquid crystal
display device.

Therefore, by setting the length of the dummy insertion
period in such a manner that the dummy insertion period
includes a time for a data signal to reach a predetermined
voltage after inversion of the polarity, it is possible to write the
data signal with the predetermined voltage in individual pix-
els during a horizontal period next to the dummy insertion
period.

Further, the phase of a CS signal to be applied on an n+2"¢
CS line 52 is delayed by 1H with respect to the phase of a CS
signal to be applied on an n” CS line 52, and each polarity
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continuation period is 6H. In this case, CS signals show the
same waveform with respect to every 24 lines. However, use
of CS signals whose phases are opposite to each other allows
realizing the above example by using 12 kinds (phases) of CS
signals. That is, it is possible to supply CS signals to indi-
vidual CS lines 52 by using 12 CS main lines 52M. It should
be noted that signals may be supplied to individual CS lines
52 independently without using the CS main lines 52.

Here, in this driving example, when a polarity continuation
period of a CS signal is regarded as ¢ (=6H) and a dummy
period of a CS signal is regarded as b (=1H), a basic polarity
inversion cycle n2 of a data signal is calculated as n2=(c—b)x
4k (k is a natural number)=(6-1)x4x1=20(H). Further, a
dummy insertion period m is calculated as m=2bxk=2x1x
1=2(H). Further, the number of phases of a CS signal is
calculated as 2xc=2x6=12 (phases). On the other hand, the
polarity continuation period ¢ of a CS signal is calculated as
c=n2/4k+b. Further, the number of inversion of the polarity of
a CS signal in an adjacent line writing time difference period
is 2k.

FIG. 32 shows a driving example obtained by arranging the
driving example in FIG. 28 so that a dummy insertion period
is 4H. In this example, when a polarity continuation period of
a CS signal is regarded as ¢ (=6H) and a dummy period of a
CS signal is regarded as b (=1H), a basic polarity inversion
cycle n2 of a data signal is calculated as n2=(c-b)x4k (k is a
natural number)=(6—1)x4x2=40(H). Further, a dummy inser-
tion period m is calculated as m=2bxk=2x1x2=4(H). Further,
the number of phases of a CS signal is calculated as 2xc=2x
6=12 (phases). On the other hand, the polarity continuation
period ¢ of a CS signal is calculated as c=n2/4k+b. Further,
the number of inversion of the polarity of a CS signal in an
adjacent line writing time difference period is 2k.

The following explains a driving example designed for
preventing shortage in charging of a pixel when inverting the
polarity of a data signal in the driving example in FIG. 28.
FIG. 29 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a data
signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and a CS
signal in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 20 and where 1
horizontal period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is regarded as a dummy insertion period and
where each of polarity continuation periods of CS signals in
an adjacent line writing time difference period (11H) is 5.5H.

The driving example in FIG. 29 is different from the driv-
ing example in FIG. 28 in that the pulse width of a gate-on
pulse Pw to be firstly applied after inversion of the polarity of
a data signal is longer than the pulse width of other gate-on
pulse Pw. As described above, right after inversion of the
polarity of a data signal, a data signal waveform is rounded. In
order to reduce shortage in charging of a pixel due to the
rounding of a data signal waveform, a dummy insertion
period is inserted. Making the pulse width of the gate-on
pulse Pw longer allows further reducing the shortage in
charging of a pixel. That is, making the pulse width of the
gate-on pulse Pw longer leads to a longer charging period,
allowing a charging ratio of a pixel to be increased.

(How to Set Horizontal Scanning Period)

The following explains how to set a horizontal scanning
period. In the example, the horizontal period as explained
above is referred to as a horizontal scanning period. The
horizontal scanning period corresponds to the sum of a hori-
zontal display period and a horizontal blanking period.

First, an explanation is made as to a configuration where
the polarity of a signal potential to be applied on one source
line is inverted with respect to a plurality of data (a plurality
of pixels), and one or more dummy scanning periods (corre-



US 8,451,205 B2

45

sponding to the dummy insertion period as explained above)
are inserted right after inversion of the polarity. This configu-
ration realizes block inversion driving (nh/1v inversion driv-
ing) in which the polarity of a signal potential is inverted at a
border where blocks of pixels are adjacent to each other in a
column direction (it should be noted that the polarity of a
signal potential is inverted at a border where pixels are adja-
cent to each other in a row direction).

FIG. 53 shows a data sequence to be output, a waveform of
a signal potential corresponding to individual data, and a
timing chart of a latch strobe signal LS and a gate-on pulse
(pixel data writing pulse) Pw in a case where 10 video data are
regarded as one set in the order of input, one dummy data is
inserted at the top of each set, and the polarity of a signal
potential is inverted with respect to each set (inversion cycle
is equal to 1 dummy scanning period+10 horizontal scanning
periods). In FIG. 53, the lateral direction indicates time lapse
and the longitudinal direction indicates individual rows of
gate lines (writing rows) GL.1-GLm to which gate-on pulses
are applied. FIG. 53 is different from FIG. 2 in that a LS signal
pulse is generated also during a dummy scanning period. The
configuration in FIG. 53 is advantageous in that the configu-
ration in FIG. 53 allows freely setting data in the dummy
scanning period. For simplicity, in the present example, data
to be input in the dummy scanning period is identical with
data in a horizontal scanning period right after the dummy
scanning period.

In this case, when video data corresponding to N gate line
is referred to as N, video data to be inputted is lined as 1, 2, 3,
4,5,6,7,8,9,10and 11, 12,13, 14,15,16,17,18,19, 20, and
21,22, .. .. A circuit such as a dummy data insertion circuit
in the display control circuit 200 brings these video data
together into asetof 1,2,3,...,8,9,10,aset of 11, 12,
13,...18,19,20,and asetof 21,22, ..., and inserts dummy
data at the front of each set. Consequently, as shown in FIG.
53, when video data corresponding to N” gate line is referred
to as <N> and dummy data is referred to as <D>, data to be
output (video data, dummy data) is lined as <D>, <2>, <3>
<G>, <5>, <6>, <T>, <8>, <9>, <10>, and <D>, <11><12>,
<13>,<14>,<15>, <16>,<17>, <18>, <19>, <20>, and <D>,
<21>,<22>, . ... Signal potentials with plus polarity corre-
sponding to individual data (video data, dummy data) <D>,
<I>,<2>,...<10>are output to one source line in this order,
and then signal potentials with minus polarity corresponding
to individual data (video data, dummy data)<D>, <11>,
<12>,...<20>are output to the source line in this order, and
then signal potentials with plus polarity corresponding to
individual data (video data, dummy data) <D>, <21>,
<22>, ... are output to the source line in this order.

Desired data may be freely set as dummy data <D>. For
example, the dummy data <D> may be equal to video data at
a point right after insertion of the dummy data <D>, or data
corresponding to a higher voltage than that of video data right
after insertion of the dummy data <D> may be separately set
as the dummy data <D> in order to increase a charging effect
of a source line.

The waveform of a signal potential is rounded right after
inversion of the polarity of the signal potential. In the present
configuration, a dummy scanning period is provided here to
supply a predetermined signal potential (signal potential cor-
responding to dummy data), allowing charging of a source
line in this period. Consequently, it is possible to write a
desired signal potential (potential corresponding to video
data) in a pixel during a horizontal scanning period following
the dummy scanning period. This allows preventing display
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unevenness with respect to every 10 rows due to the rounding
of the signal potential waveform right after inversion of the
polarity.

In the present liquid crystal display device, in order that a
vertical display period of 1 frame does not change when
dummy data is inserted one by one into individual sets each
including 10 video data and a dummy scanning period is
assigned to each dummy data as described above (i.e. in order
that a vertical blanking period VblankX set to an input data
sequence is equal to a vertical blanking period VblankY in
actual output), 1 horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual
output is set to be shorter than 1 horizontal scanning period
HtotalX set to an input data sequence.

FIG. 33 shows a relationship between input of a data
sequence and output of signal potentials corresponding to
individual data of the data sequence in a case where the liquid
crystal display device is designed such that 10 video data
(video data corresponding to 1 source line) are gathered into
one set and 1 dummy data is inserted into the top of each set,
signal potentials corresponding to individual data (video data,
dummy data) are output in the order of alignment of the
individual data in accordance with sequential scanning of
scanning signal lines, 1 horizontal period is assigned to out-
puts of signal potentials corresponding to individual video
data and a dummy scanning period is assigned to an output of
a signal potential corresponding to dummy data, and the
polarity of a signal potential is inverted with respect to each
set (inversion cycle is 1 dummy scanning period+10 horizon-
tal scanning periods). A data sequence to be input is set based
on a full HD standard specification, i.e., dot clock=148.5
MHz, 1 frame period VtotalX=vertical display period VdispX
(1080 lines)+vertical blanking period VblankX (45 lines), a
horizontal scanning period HtotalX (input interval of data)=
2200 dots, a horizontal scanning period HtotalX=a horizontal
scanning period HdispX (1920 dots)+a horizontal blanking
period HblankX (280 dots).

As shown in FIG. 33, the present liquid crystal display
device is designed such that 1 horizontal scanning period
HtotalX set to an input data sequence is 2200 dots, whereas 1
horizontal scanning period HtotalY in an actual output is
2000 dots and a dummy scanning period DtotalY is 2000
dots. Consequently, whole horizontal scanning periods set to
data sequences of individual sets each consisting of 10 lines
(10 data corresponding to individual lines) are 2200 dotsx
10=22000 dots, and a period obtained by adding a dummy
scanning period to whole horizontal scanning periods in
actual outputs of individual sets is 2000 dotsx10+2000 dotsx
1=22000 dots, and both periods are equal to each other.

To be specific, as shown in FIG. 34, a horizontal scanning
period HtotalX set to an input data sequence, which is equal
to the sum of a horizontal display period HdispX(1920 dots)
set to an input data sequence and a horizontal blanking period
HblankX (280 dots) set to an input data sequence, is 2200
dots, whereas a horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual
output is 2000 dot which is smaller than the HtotalX, and the
horizontal scanning period HtotalY consists of a horizontal
display period HdispY in actual output (1920 dots) and a
horizontal blanking period HblankY in actual output (80
dots). Further, a dummy scanning period DtotalY is set to
2000 dots which is smaller than HtotalX, and DtotalY con-
sists of a dummy display period DdispY 1920 dots and a
dummy blanking period DblankY 80 dots.

Output of a signal potential to a source line continues
during the horizontal scanning period (Htotal Y) including the
horizontal blanking period (HblankY'), and data is written to
a pixel during a period in which a transistor of a pixel is made
ON in accordance with the horizontal scanning period (dur-
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ing a period in which a gate-on pulse is supplied to a corre-
sponding gate line). Further, output of a signal potential to a
source line continues during the dummy scanning period
(DtotalY) including the dummy blanking period (DblankY).
In FIG. 53, data is not written into a pixel during the dummy
scanning period. Alternatively, data may be written into a
pixel during the dummy scanning period.

In FIG. 53, a signal potential corresponding to one data
(video data, dummy data) is latched in accordance with fall of
a latch strobe signal, and a signal potential corresponding to
next data (video data, dummy data) is latched in accordance
with next fall of the latch strobe signal. This holds for the
dummy scanning period. The width of the gate-on pulse Pw is
set to, for example, less than 1 horizontal scanning period
HtotalY.

This configuration allows the horizontal display period
HdispX set to an input data sequence and the horizontal
display period HdispY in actual output to be equal to each
other. Consequently, it is possible to insert one dummy scan-
ning period with respect to every 10 horizontal scanning
periods while keeping a dot clock as it is, without increasing
the vertical display period of a liquid crystal display device
and without reducing the vertical blanking period of the liquid
crystal display device (i.e. while keeping VdispX=VdispY,
VblankX=VblankY).

Further, this configuration is advantageous in that since the
dummy scanning period DtotalY is equal to the horizontal
scanning period HtotalY (2000 dot), it is easy to perform
signal processing or to design a configuration for signal pro-
cessing.

A combination of the number of whole horizontal periods
(number of video data) in one set, the number of whole
dummy scanning periods (number of dummy data) in one set,
horizontal scanning period Htotal Y, and the dummy scanning
period DtotalY is set by the display control circuit 200 (liquid
crystal panel driving device), and the display control circuit
200 generates the above various signals (POL, LS, SSP, SCK,
GCK, GSP, and GOE) etc. The display control circuit 200
also carries out insertion of dummy data into input video data.

In the above configuration, dummy data is inserted into
sequentially input video data. Alternatively, one dummy
scanning period may be provided by reducing a latch pulse by
one without inserting dummy data (while keeping input of a
data sequence). However, this alternative configuration is
problematic in that the same data is output both during the
dummy scanning period and during 1 horizontal scanning
period following the dummy scanning period.

FIG. 35 shows a relationship between an input data
sequence and output of signal potentials corresponding to
individual data of the data sequence in a case where 20 video
data (video data corresponding to 1 source line) are gathered
into one set and 1 dummy data is inserted into the top of each
set, signal potentials corresponding to individual data (video
data, dummy data) are output in the order of alignment of the
individual data in accordance with sequential scanning of
scanning signal lines, 1 horizontal period is assigned to out-
puts of signal potentials corresponding to individual video
data and a dummy scanning period is assigned to an output of
a signal potential corresponding to dummy data, and the
polarity of a signal potential is inverted with respect to each
set (inversion cycle is 1 dummy scanning period+20 horizon-
tal scanning periods).

As shown in FIG. 35, the present liquid crystal display
device is designed such that dummy data is inserted one by
one into individual sets each including 20 video data, a
dummy scanning period is assigned to individual dummy
data, a vertical display period VdispX (1080 lines) set to an
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input data sequence is made equal to a vertical display period
VdispY in actual output, and therefore a vertical blanking
period VblankX (45 lines) set to the input data sequence is
made equal to a vertical blanking period VblankY in actual
output. In order to realize this, in relation to 1 horizontal
scanning period HtotalX (2200 dots) set to an input data
sequence, 1 horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual
output is set to 2096 dots and a dummy scanning period
DtotalY is set to 2080 dots. Consequently, whole horizontal
scanning periods set to each set with respect to every 20 input
video data (every 20 gate lines) are 2200 dotsx20=44000
dots, and a period obtained by adding a dummy scanning
period to whole horizontal scanning periods in actual output
in each set is 2096 dotsx20+2080 dotsx1=44000 dots, which
are the same as the whole horizontal scanning periods set to
each set.

To be specific, as shown in FIG. 36, a horizontal scanning
period HtotalX set to an input data sequence, which is the sum
of a horizontal display period HdispX(1920 dot) set to an
input data sequence and a horizontal blanking period
HblankX (280 dot) set to an input data sequence, is 2200 dots,
whereas a horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual out-
put is 2096 dot which is smaller than the HtotalX, and the
horizontal scanning period HtotalY consists of a horizontal
display period HdispY in actual output (1920 dots) and a
horizontal blanking period HblankY in actual output (176
dots). Further, a dummy scanning period DtotalY is set to
2080 dot which is smaller than HtotalX, and consists of a
dummy display period DdispY (1920 dots) and a dummy
blanking period DblankY (160 dots).

Output of a signal potential to a source line continues
during the horizontal scanning period (Htotal Y) including the
horizontal blanking period (HblankY'), and data is written to
a pixel during a period in which a transistor of the pixel is
made ON in accordance with the horizontal scanning period
(during a period in which a gate-on pulse is supplied to a
corresponding gate line). Further, output of a signal potential
to a source line continues during the dummy scanning period
(DtotalY) including the dummy blanking period (DblankY).
In FIG. 13, data is not written into a pixel during the dummy
scanning period. Alternatively, data may be written into a
pixel during the dummy scanning period.

This configuration allows causing the horizontal display
period HdispX set to an input data sequence to be equal to the
horizontal display period HdispY in actual output. Conse-
quently, it is possible to provide a dummy scanning period
with respect to every 20 horizontal scanning periods while
maintaining a dot clock as it is, without increasing a vertical
display period of a liquid crystal display device, and without
reducing a vertical blanking period of the liquid crystal dis-
play device (while maintaining VdispX=VdispY,
VblankX=VblankY).

Further, the dummy scanning period DtotalY of 2080 dots
and the horizontal scanning period HtotalY of 2096 dots
ensure a longer horizontal scanning period, which is advan-
tageous for charging a pixel.

In a case where dummy data is inserted one by one into
each set including 20 video data and a dummy scanning
period is assigned to each dummy data, as shown in FIG. 37,
in relation to 1 horizontal scanning period HtotalX (2200
dots) set to an input data sequence, 1 horizontal scanning
period Htotal Y in actual output may be set to 2094 dots and a
dummy scanning period DtotalY may be set to 2120 dots.
Consequently, whole horizontal scanning periods set to each
set with respect to every 20 input video data (20 gate lines) are
2200 dotsx20=44000 dots, and a period obtained by adding a
dummy scanning period to whole horizontal scanning periods
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in actual output in each set is 2094 dotsx20+2120 dotsx
1=44000 dots, which is identical with the whole horizontal
scanning periods set to each set. To be specific, as shown in
FIG. 37, a horizontal scanning period HtotalX set to an input
data sequence, which is the sum of a horizontal display period
HdispX (1920 dot) set to an input data sequence and a hori-
zontal blanking period HblankX(280 dot) set to an input data
sequence, is 2200 dots, whereas a horizontal scanning period
HtotalY in actual output is 2094 dot which is smaller than the
HtotalX, and the horizontal scanning period HtotalY consists
of a horizontal display period HdispY in actual output (1920
dots) and a horizontal blanking period HblankY in actual
output (174 dots). Further, a dummy scanning period DtotalY
is set to 2120 dots which is smaller than HtotalX, and consists
of a dummy display period DdispY (1920 dots) and a dummy
blanking period DblankY (200 dots).

This configuration allows causing the horizontal display
period HdispX set to an input data sequence to be equal to the
horizontal display period HdispY in actual output. Conse-
quently, it is possible to provide a dummy scanning period
with respect to every 20 horizontal scanning periods while
maintaining a dot clock as it is, without increasing a vertical
display period of a liquid crystal display device, and without
reducing a vertical blanking period of the liquid crystal dis-
play device (while maintaining VdispX=VdispY,
VblankX=VblankY).

Further, in the configuration, the dummy scanning period
DtotalY of 2120 dots and the horizontal scanning period
HtotalY of 2094 dots ensure a longer dummy scanning
period, which is advantageous for charging a source line in a
case where a signal voltage waveform is greatly rounded after
inversion of the polarity.

In a case where input is designed such that HtotalX=2200
(HdispX1920+HblankX280), inserting dummy data one by
one into each set including 20 video data and assigning a
dummy scanning period to each dummy data require that
HtotalY (=HdispY+HblankY) and DtotalY (=DdispY+
DblankY) have values of any combination in FIG. 38.

It should be noted that the difference between a dummy
scanning period and a horizontal scanning period is prefer-
ably small since the smaller difference allows simplifying
adjustment of timing with other signal (e.g. facilitating set-
ting of a potential waveform of a retention capacitor line when
this configuration is applied to a later-mentioned pixel divid-
ing method). Therefore, a combination in the hatched portion
in FIG. 38, i.e. the combination of HtotalY being 2094
(HdispY1920+HblankY174) and DtotalY being 2120
(DdispY 1920+DblankY200) (described 2095(HdispY 1920+
HblankY175) and DtotalY being 2100(DdispY1920+
DblankY180), or the combination of HtotalY being 2096
(HdispY1920+HblankY176) and DtotalY being 2080
(DdispY 1920+DblankY 160) (described above) is preferable.

The following explains a configuration in which a plurality
of video data (video data corresponding to one source line)
are gathered into a set in the order of input, one dummy data
is inserted at least at the top of each set, and in accordance
with interlace scan of scanning signal lines (interlace scan of
skipping every second gate line), in the order of alignment of
data (video data, dummy data), signal potentials correspond-
ing to the data are output, and 1 horizontal period is assigned
to outputs of signal potentials corresponding to individual
video data and a dummy scanning period is assigned to out-
puts of signal potentials corresponding to individual dummy
data, and the polarity of a signal potential is inverted with
respect to each set. The configuration allows dot inverse driv-
ing (1 b/1v inverse driving) in which the polarity of a signal
potential is inverted at a border where blocks of pixels are
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adjacent to each other in a column direction (the polarity of a
signal potential is inverted at a border where pixels are adja-
cent to each other in a row direction). In the configuration, the
display control circuit 200 includes a data permutation circuit
in which input data are permutated and dummy data is
inserted (this will be explained later).

FIG. 54 shows waveforms of signal potentials correspond-
ing to output data sequences and individual data (video data,
dummy data) and a timing chart of a latch strobe signal LS
and a gate-on pulse (pixel data writing pulse) Pw in a case
where 10 video data (video data corresponding to one source
line) are gathered into a set, one dummy data is inserted at the
top of each set, and in accordance with interlace scan of
scanning signal lines, in the order of alignment of data (video
data, dummy data), signal potentials corresponding to the
data are output, and 1 horizontal period is assigned to outputs
of signal potentials corresponding to individual video data
and a dummy scanning period is assigned to outputs of signal
potentials corresponding to dummy data, and the polarity of a
signal potential is inverted with respect to each set (inversion
cycle is 1 dummy scanning period+10 horizontal scanning
periods). In FIG. 54, the lateral direction indicates time lapse
and the longitudinal direction indicates individual rows of
gate lines (writing rows) GL1-GLm to which gate-on pulses
are applied. The configuration of FIG. 54 differs from the
configuration of FIG. 13 in that an LS signal pulse is gener-
ated also during a dummy scanning period. The configuration
of FIG. 54 is advantageous in that the configuration allows
freely setting data of the dummy scanning period. For sim-
plicity, in the present example, data inputted during the
dummy scanning period is the same as data inputted during a
horizontal scanning period right after the dummy scanning
period.

In this case, when video data corresponding to N* gate line
is referred to as N, video data to be inputted is lined as 1, 2, 3,
4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, . . . . A permutation circuit brings these video data
together into a set of 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, a set of
1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17, 19, and a set of 22, 24, . . ., and
inserts dummy data at the top of each set. Consequently, when
video data corresponding to N” gate line is referred to as <N>
and dummy data is referred to as <D>, data to be output (video
data, dummy data) is lined as <D>, <2>, <4> <6>, <8>,
<10>, <12>, <14>, <16>, <18>, <20>, and <D>, <I>, <3>,
<5>, <7>, <9>, <11, <13>, <15>, <17>, <19>, and <D>,
<22> <24>, . ... Signal potentials with plus polarity corre-
sponding to individual data <D>, <2>, <4> ... <20> are
output to one source line in this order, and then signal poten-
tials with minus polarity corresponding to individual data
<D>, <[>, <3>, ... <19> are output to one source line in this
order, and then signal potentials with plus polarity corre-
sponding to individual data <D>, <22>, <24>, . . . are output
to one source line in this order.

Desired data may be freely set as dummy data <D>. For
example, the dummy data <D> may be equal to video data at
a point right after insertion of the dummy data <D>, or data
corresponding to a higher voltage than that of video data right
after insertion of the dummy data <D> may be separately set
as the dummy data <D> in order to increase a charging effect
of a source line.

The waveform of a signal potential is rounded right after
inversion of the polarity of the signal potential. In the present
configuration, a dummy scanning period is provided here to
supply a predetermined signal potential (signal potential cor-
responding to dummy data), allowing charging a source line
in this period. Consequently, it is possible to write a desired
signal potential (potential corresponding to video data) in a
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pixel during a horizontal scanning period following the
dummy scanning period. Further, by making the polarities of
signal voltages applied to adjacent two source lines opposite
to each other, the polarities of individual pixels appears to be
inverted with respect to each dot, which is advantageous in
terms of flickers.

In the present liquid crystal display device, in order that a
vertical display period of 1 frame does not change when
dummy data is inserted one by one into individual sets each
including 10 video data and a dummy scanning period is
assigned to each dummy data (i.e. in order that a vertical
blanking period VblankX set to an input data sequence is
equal to a vertical blanking period VblankY in actual output),
1 horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual output is made
shorter than 1 horizontal scanning period HtotalX set to an
input data sequence.

To be specific, as shown in FIG. 39, a horizontal scanning
period HtotalX set to an input data sequence, which is the sum
of a horizontal display period HdispX (1920 dots) set to an
input data sequence and a horizontal blanking period
HblankX (280 dots) set to an input data sequence, is 2200
dots, whereas a horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual
output is 20.00 dots which is smaller than the HtotalX, and the
horizontal scanning period HtotalY consists of a horizontal
display period HdispY in actual output (1920 dots) and a
horizontal blanking period HblankY in actual output (80
dots). Further, a dummy scanning period DtotalY is set to
2000 dots which is smaller than HtotalX, and consists of a
dummy display period DdispY (1920 dots) and a dummy
blanking period DblankY (80 dot).

FIG. 40 shows a relation between input of a data sequence
and signal potentials corresponding to individual data of the
data sequence in a case where 20 video data (video data
corresponding to one source line) are gathered into each set,
dummy data are inserted at the top and the middle of each set,
in accordance with interlace scan of scanning signal lines, in
the order of alignment of data (video data, dummy data),
signal potentials corresponding to the data are output, and 1
horizontal period is assigned to output of a signal potential
corresponding to individual video data and a dummy scan-
ning period is assigned to outputs of signal potentials corre-
sponding to dummy data, and the polarity of a signal potential
is inverted with respect to each set (inversion cycle is 2
dummy scanning periods +20 horizontal scanning periods). A
dummy scanning period other than a dummy scanning period
right after polarity inversion is set for the purpose of timing
adjustment etc. of signal processings.

In this case, too, as shown in FIG. 40, setting a horizontal
scanning period Htotal Y to be 2000 dots smaller than HtotalX
and setting a dummy scanning period DtotalY to be smaller
than 2000 dots smaller than HtotalX allow providing a
dummy scanning period without changing a vertical, display
period in one frame.

FIG. 55 shows waveforms of signal potentials correspond-
ing to output data sequences and individual data (video data,
dummy data) and a timing chart of a latch strobe signal LS, a
gate-on pulse (pixel data writing pulse) Pw, and a CS signal in
a case where 10 video data (video data corresponding to one
source line) are gathered into a first set and one dummy data
is inserted at the top of the first set and 20 video data are
gathered into a second set and thereafter and one dummy data
is inserted at the top of each of the second set and thereafter,
and in accordance with interlace scan of scanning signal lines,
in the order of alignment of data (video data, dummy data),
signal potentials corresponding to the data are output, and 1
horizontal period is assigned to outputs of signal potentials
corresponding to individual video data and a dummy scan-
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ning period is assigned to outputs of signal potentials corre-
sponding to individual dummy data. In FIG. 55, CS_A.CS_B,
CS_B.CS_C, CS_C.CS_D . . . correspond to the retention
capacitor lines Csi.Csj. The configuration of FIG. 55 differs
from the configuration of FIG. 28 in that a LS signal pulse is
generated also during a dummy scanning period. The con-
figuration of FIG. 55 is advantageous in that the configuration
allows freely setting data of the dummy scanning period. For
simplicity, in the present example, data inputted during the
dummy scanning period is the same as data inputted during a
horizontal scanning period right after the dummy scanning
period.

In this case, when video data corresponding to N” gate line
is referred to as N, video data to be inputted (not shown) is
linedas1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, . . .
43, 44,45, 46, 47, 48, 49. A permutation circuit brings these
video data together intoasetof1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17,19,
asetof2,4,6,8,10,11,12, ..., 36, 38, 40, a set of 21, 23,
25,...45,47, 49, and a set 0of 42, 44, 46, 48, . . . and inserts
dummy data at the top of each set. Consequently, when video
data corresponding to N” gate line is referred to as <N> and
dummy data is referred to as <D>, data to be output (video
data, dummy data) is lined as <D>, <1>, <3>, <5>, <7>, <0>,
<11>, <13>, <15>, <17>, <19>, and <D>, <2>, <4>, <6>,
<8>, <10>, <12>, <36>, <38>, <40> and <D>, <21>, <23>,
<25>, <QT>, <45>, <47>, <49>, and <D>, <42>, <44>, . . ..
Signal potentials with plus polarity corresponding to indi-
vidual data <D>, <1>, <3>, <5>, . . . <17> and <19> are
output to one source line in this order, and then signal poten-
tials with minus polarity corresponding to individual data
<D>, <2>, <4>, <6>, <36>, <38>, <40> are output to one
source line in this order, and then signal potentials with plus
polarity corresponding to individual data <D>, <21>, <23>,
<25>, <47>, <49> are output to one source line in this order,
and then signal potentials with minus polarity corresponding
to individual data <D>, <42> <44>, . .. are output to one
source line in this order.

Desired data may be freely set as dummy data <D>. For
example, the dummy data <D> may be equal to video data at
a point right after insertion of the dummy data <D>, or data
corresponding to a higher voltage than that of video data right
after insertion of the dummy data <D> may be separately set
as the dummy data <D> in order to increase a charging effect
of a source line.

In this case, in the first set, a horizontal scanning period
HtotalY in actual output is set to 2000 dots smaller than
HtotalX, a dummy scanning period DtotalY is set to 2000
dots smaller than HtotalX, and in the second set and thereaf-
ter, a horizontal scanning period HtotalY in actual output is
set to be 2094 dots smaller than HtotalX and a dummy scan-
ning period DtotalY is set to 2120 dots smaller than HtotalX.
This allows providing a dummy scanning period without
changing a vertical display period in 1 frame.

The following explains how to permute data with reference
to FIGS. 56-58. In the following explanation, a vertical scan-
ning period Vtotal is 1125H, a vertical display period Vdisp is
1080H, and a vertical blanking period is 45H.

FIG. 56 is a block diagram schematically showing a per-
mutation circuit. FIG. 57 is a drawing schematically explain-
ing how to permute data. FIG. 58 is an enlarged drawing of a
portion surrounded by a dotted line in FIG. 56. As shown in
FIG. 56, a permutation circuit 550 includes a permutation
control circuit 552, an odd line permutation memory 554A,
and an even line permutation memory 554B. The permutation
circuit 550 is provided in the display control circuit 200.

The permutation control circuit 552 receives video data to
be displayed, a vertical sync signal and a horizontal sync
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signal that are synchronized with video data, and a control
signal for controlling display operation. The permutation
control circuit 552 separates the video data thus received into
video data for odd lines and video data for even lines and
writes individual video data into the odd line permutation
memory 554 A and the even line permutation memory 554B.
After carrying out this operation for a certain time, the per-
mutation control circuit 552 sequentially reads out data from
the odd line permutation memory 554 A, and then reads out
data from the even line permutation memory 554B.

In this process, the permutation control circuit 552 counts
the number of video data in accordance with the number of
lines in each set, reads out video data from the odd line
permutation memory 554A and the even line permutation
memory 554B, and inserts dummy data <D> at a predeter-
mined position (e.g. at the top of each set). It should be noted
that 1 horizontal scanning period during which video data is
output and a dummy scanning period during which dummy
data is output are set to be shorter than 1 horizontal scanning
period set to input video data (input interval for each video
data). Writing and reading of video data are carried out
according to a predetermined order by using a look-up table
that is prepared beforehand. This allows downsizing the per-
mutation memories 554A and 554B without using a frame
memory for storing video data corresponding to one image,
and allows preventing temporal disparity between inputs and
outputs of video data.

For example, as shown in FIG. 58, when a video data
sequence (a) is inputted to the permutation control circuit
552, the permutation control circuit 552 sequentially sepa-
rates individual data of the video data sequence (a) into data
for the odd line permutation memory and data for the even
line permutation memory and writes the data therein. In this
case, after taking video data corresponding to at least 11 lines
into the permutation memory and while taking sequentially
inputted video data into the permutation memory, the permu-
tation control circuit 552 starts reading out video data from
the odd line permutation memory. For simplicity, dummy
data <D> is identical with video data right after insertion of
the dummy data <D>.

Specifically, the permutation control circuit 552 reads out
first video data (video data corresponding to 1% gate line) as
dummy data <D> from the odd line permutation memory, and
then sequentially reads out video data corresponding to 10
gate lines (corresponding to 1%, 37, 5% and 197 lines) and
regards the 10 video data as a first set. Next, the permutation
control circuit 552 reads out second video data (video data
corresponding to 2" gate line) as dummy data <D>, and then
sequentially reads out video data corresponding to 10 gate
lines (corresponding to 2"¢, 4™, 67 207 lines), and then
sequentially reads out video data corresponding to 10 lines
(corresponding to 2277, 247 26™ ..., 40" lines) from the
even line permutation memory, and regards the video data
corresponding to 20 gate lines as a second set. Subsequently,
from the odd line permutation memory again, the permutation
control circuit 552 reads out 21* video data (video data cor-
responding to 21* gate line) as dummy data <D>, and then
sequentially reads out video data corresponding to 10 gate
lines (corresponding to 21,2377, 25" 39 lines) and regards
the video data corresponding to 10 gate lines as a third set.
The permutation control circuit 552 controls permutation so
as to repeat these steps, and thus sequentially reads out all
video data until reading out video data corresponding to the
last line from the permutation memory.

In the present example, dummy data <d> at the top (which
is identical with data corresponding to 1** line) is included in
an effective display period VdispY. Alternatively, the dummy
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data <d> at the top may be positioned at the last of a vertical
blanking period VblankY in a previous frame.

The following explains how to calculate the number a of
dummy scanning periods to be provided for each set includ-
ing M data and how to calculate a combination of the hori-
zontal scanning period HtotalY and the dummy scanning
period DtotalY in actual output in the above embodiments.
The calculation may be carried out by the display control
circuit 200 (liquid crystal panel driving device) as described
above. In this case, the calculation may be carried out by a
computer executing a predetermined program.

FIG. 41 is a flowchart showing an example of calculating
the combination. As shown in FIG. 41, initially, a polarity
inversion cycle M (the number of video data in one set) is
acquired. Then, the process goes to S1 where temporary
number a of dummy horizontal scanning periods (the number
of dummy data in one set) is set to 1. Then, the sum of M and
a is regarded as A (S2). Then, the product of HtotalX and M
is divided by A, and the result is regarded as B (S3). After
acquiring the polarity inversion cycle M, along with S1, the
minimum number C of necessary dummy horizontal scan-
ning periods may be set according to charging properties in
the polarity inversion cycle M. It is determined whether B is
not less than HdispX or not (S4). IfYES, the process goes to
S7. If No (B is less than HdispX), the process is finished. In
S7, it is determined whether B is an integer or not. IfYES, the
process goes to S8. If No, the process goes to S5, and a is
incremented by 1, and the process goes to S2. In S8, it is
determined whether a is not less than the minimum number C
of necessary dummy horizontal scanning periods which is
obtained from the charging properties in M. If Yes, the pro-
cess goes to S9. If No, the process goes to S5. In S9, it is
determined that the number of dummy scanning periods=a
and Htotal Y=Dtotal Y=B, and the process is finished.

With the calculation, if M=10, the number of dummy scan-
ning periods=1 and Htotal Y=Dtotal Y=2000 dots, if M=30,
the number of dummy scanning periods=3 and
HtotalY=DtotalY=2000 dots, and if M=40, the number of
dummy scanning periods=4 and HtotalY=DtotalY=2000
dots. Thus, itis possible to calculate a combination of HtotalY
and Dtotal Y where Htotal Y=DtotalY.

However, the calculation cannot be carried out if M=20.
Therefore, the following calculation may be carried out as
shown in FIG. 42. As shown in the drawing, initially, a polar-
ity inversion cycle M (the number of video data in one set) is
acquired. Then, the process goes to S10 where temporary
number a of dummy horizontal scanning periods (the number
of dummy data in one set) is set to 1. Then, the sum of M and
aisregarded as A' (S11). Then, the product of HtotalX and M
is divided by A', and the result is regarded as B' (S12). After
acquiring the polarity inversion cycle M, along with S1, the
minimum number C of necessary dummy horizontal scan-
ning periods may be set according to charging properties in
the polarity inversion cycle M. It is determined whether B' is
not less than HdispX or not (S14). IfYES, the process goes to
S15. If No (B' is less than HdispX), the process goes to S21.
In S15, B' is rounded by dropping decimals, and the resulting
integer is regarded as D. The product of D and A' is regarded
as E (S16), E is subtracted from the product of HtotalX and M
and the result is regarded as P, P is divided with a, and the
result is regarded as F (S17). It is determined whether F is an
integer or not (S18). If F is an integer, the process goes to S19,
and if F is not an integer, the process goes to S13 and a is
incremented by 1 and the process goes to S11. In S19, it is
determined whether a is not less than the minimum number of
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necessary dummy scanning periods C that is obtained from
the charging properties in M. If Yes, the process goes to S20.
If No, the process goes to S13.

In S20, a combination of the number of dummy scanning
periods=a, HtotalY=D, and DtotalY=D+F is stored, and the
process goes back to S13. In S21, it is determined whether a
stored combination exists or not, and if YES, the process goes
to S22, and if NO, the process goes to S23 and carries out
recalculation (mentioned later). In S22, one of stored combi-
nations is selected and the process is finished.

In the recalculation in S23, o and f that meets the relation
of HtotalX(2200)xM=Mxc.+Cxf} are calculated using C (the
minimum number C of necessary dummy scanning periods
that is obtained from the charging properties in M). Thus, the
number of dummy scanning periods=C, HtotalY=c, and
Dtotal Y=f.

FIG. 43 shows the result of calculation by the flowchart of
FIG. 42. As shown in FIG. 43, if M=30, there is calculated a
combination of the number of dummy scanning periods=1,
HtotalY=2129, and DtotalY=2130, a combination of the
number of dummy scanning periods=2, HtotalY=2062, and
DtotalY=2070, and a combination of the number of dummy
scanning periods=3, HtotalY=2000, and DtotalY=2000. If
M=40, there is calculated a combination of the number of
dummy scanning periods=1, HtotalY=2146, and Dto-
talY=2160, a combination of the number of dummy scanning
periods=2, Htotal Y=2095, and DtotalY=2100, a combination
ofthe number of dummy scanning periods=4, Htotal Y=2000,
and DtotalY=2000, and a combination of the number of
dummy scanning periods=5, HtotalY=1955, and Dto-
talY=1960. One of these combinations is selected.

The calculation in FIG. 42 cannot be carried out if, for
example, M=40 and the number a of dummy scanning peri-
ods=3. Therefore, in such a case (where the number of
dummy scanning periods is predetermined), the above recal-
culation may be carried out. FIG. 44 shows the result of
recalculation in a case where M=40 and the number of
dummy scanning periods=3. As shown in FIG. 44, seven
combinations are obtained in this case, and one of the seven
combinations is selected (e.g. a combination of M=40, the
number of dummy scanning periods=3, HtotalY=2044, and
Dtotal Y=2080).

(Example of Overshoot-driving a CS Signal).

The above explained a case of carrying out multi-pixel
driving (MPD) in which a CS main line is shared by adjacent
gate lines in block-divided interlace scan in which the polarity
is inverted between even rows and odd rows. In this case,
providing a dummy scanning period for preventing the influ-
ence of rounding of a waveform at the time of inversion of the
polarity of a data signal as described above would require
lengthening a wavelength of a CS signal by a period corre-
sponding to the provided dummy scanning period when
inverting the polarity of a data signal.

Inthis case, a period from rise or fall of a CS signal to a time
of a gate-on pulse being off differs. In the example shown in
FIG. 59, a dummy scanning period corresponding to 2H is
inserted. In this example, when 30” row and 32" row are
compared with each other in terms of the period from rise or
fall of a CS signal to a time of a gate-on pulse being off
(gate-off timing), the result shows that the period is SH in the
point (3) of CS_K, the period is 4H in the point (4) of CS_B,
the period is 7H in the point (5) of CS_A, and the period is 6H
in the point (6) of CS_D. A reaching ratio of a voltage ofa CS
signal differs a little at individual points, making the degree of
change in luminance of bright sub-pixels and dark sub-pixels
differ.
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A point with a great gap from target luminance change is
the point (4). That is, in the change of a voltage of a dark
sub-pixel of the pixel P30 in FIG. 59, a voltage difference
indicated by AVp_ 30' is smaller than other voltage differ-
ence. This tendency is more evident when a horizontal period
is short, increasing the number of points where a difference in
the reaching ratio of a voltage of a CS signal appears as a
difference in luminance. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 60,
display unevenness periodically appears on a display screen.

Inorder to solve the above problem, an overshoot pulse Poc
with a predetermined width is generated with timing of rise or
fall of a CS signal as shown in FIG. 61. A CS control circuit
90 controls not only a CS signal with H level and a CS signal
with L level but also a CS signal with overshoot H potential
higher than H level and a CS signal with overshoot L potential
lower than L level, i.e. CS signals with four values in total. To
be specific, the CS control circuit 90 provides, in a polarity
continuation period of a CS signal, a period during which a
first voltage is applied and a period during which a second
voltage which has the same polarity as the first voltage and
which has a larger absolute value than the first voltage is
applied.

Such CS signal allows improving rounding of a waveform
atrise or fall of a pulse. In other words, even when a time from
inversion of the polarity of a CS signal to gate-off timing is
short, it is possible to increase a reaching ratio of a CS voltage
at gate-off timing. This allows reducing a difference in a
reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage which is caused by a
difference in the period from rise or fall of a CS signal to
gate-off timing. Further, even when the period from rise or fall
of'a CS signal to gate-off timing is short in one row and long
in the other row, it is possible to prevent display unevenness
due to a difference in a reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage.
That is, it is possible to improve periodic display unevenness
shown in FIG. 60.

In the present example, the width of Poc is 1H. Alterna-
tively, the width may be 2H. It should be noted that in order to
stabilize a potential of a CS signal when a gate-on pulse gets
off, it is desirable to make the width of Poc equal to or smaller
than the period from rise or fall of a CS signal to gate-off
timing.

On the other hand, FIG. 62 shows a set waveform (full line)
and an actual waveform (dotted line) of'a CS signal in a case
where a horizontal period H is short, e.g. a case of a high
definition panel or a high frame rate. In FIG. 62, a numerical
value shown at the side of a gate-on pulse is a time, indicated
by horizontal period H, from inversion of the polarity ofa CS
signal to gate-off timing. For convenience of explanation,
information regarding rows etc. is omitted here.

The magnitude of a voltage of a pulse Poc cannot be set to
be larger than a breakdown voltage of the CS control circuit
90. Accordingly, when the horizontal period H is short, there
is a case where a reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage remains
insufficient even if a pulse Poc with the highest voltage is
applied. In this case, the reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage
differs depending on gate-off timing, and consequently the
periodic display unevenness remains.

If the liquid crystal display device is configured such that a
reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage in cases where a time
from inversion of the polarity of'a CS signal to gate-off timing
is 4H or 5SH is closer to a reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage
in cases where the time is 6H or 7H, then it is possible to
further reduce the display unevenness. FIG. 63 shows an
example of driving a CS signal used for realizing this con-
figuration. In the example in FIG. 63, a pulse width and
application timing of an overshoot pulse is changed depend-
ing on the length of a polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal.
Specifically, in a period where a polarity inversion cycle is
5H, an overshoot pulse Poc with a predetermined pulse width
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is applied with timing of rise or fall of a CS signal, whereas in
a period where a polarity inversion cycle is 7H, an overshoot
pulse Poc' with a shorter pulse width than that of the over-
shoot pulse Poc is applied with timing after a predetermined
time has passed from the timing of rise or fall of a CS signal.

A reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage is higher in the
period where a polarity inversion cycle is 7H than in the
period where a polarity inversion cycle is SH. Therefore, by
setting the pulse width of the overshoot pulse Poc' to be
narrower than the pulse width of the overshoot pulse Poc, it is
possible to make the reaching ratios of the CS signals in the
two periods closer to each other. Further, also by changing
application timing of the overshoot pulse Poc', it is possible to
make the reaching ratios of the CS signals in the two periods
closer to each other. This allows further reducing the display
unevenness.

In the example shown in FIG. 64, a voltage for the over-
shoot pulse Poc is different from a voltage for the overshoot
pulse Poc'. By making the voltage for the overshoot pulse Poc'
smaller than the voltage for the overshoot pulse Poc, it is
possible to make a reaching ratio of a CS signal voltage in the
period where a polarity inversion cycle is 7H and a reaching
ratio of a CS signal voltage in the period where a polarity
inversion cycle is SH closer to each other.

By changing at least one of a pulse width, application
timing, and a voltage of an overshoot pulse according to the
length of a polarity inversion cycle of a CS signal, it is pos-
sible to obtain the above effect.

(Example of Configuration for Reducing Display Uneven-
ness Seen During Dummy Insertion Period)

FIG. 65 shows states of connections between CS main lines
and CS lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on
pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number a of scanning lines in one block is 24 and where each
of a first dummy insertion period and a second dummy inser-
tion period is 2H. The drawing shows 1 to 24” gate lines. In
reality, 24 gate lines constitute one block, and this block is
repeated in a column direction. Thus, block-divided interlace
scan is realized.

In this case, to a polarity continuation period of a CS signal
that exists at timing to insert a dummy insertion period is
added a period to insert the dummy insertion period, i.e. 2H.
That is, the polarity continuation period of a CS signal that
exists at timing to insert a dummy insertion period is set to 8H
and a polarity insertion period of other CS signal is set to 6H.
Further, since the number a of scanning lines in one block is
24 thatis an even number, providing 12 phases for a CS signal
allows the CS signal to correspond to all CS lines.

In this type of block inversion driving, a blank is inserted at
a part where the polarity is inverted and its vicinities. Conse-
quently, a time from a moment when a gate-on pulse gets off
to a moment of inversion of the polarity of a CS signal in 127
and 24” lines is greatly different from such time of other lines.
For example, if a time t1 from a moment when a gate-on pulse
of an upper sub-pixel of 127 line gets off to a moment of
inversion of the polarity of a CS signal is compared with a
time t2 from a moment when a gate-on pulse of a lower
sub-pixel of 127 line gets off to a moment of inversion of the
polarity of'a CS signal, the comparison shows that t2 is longer
by 3H than t1. Consequently, an average of'a voltage variation
per 1 frame of a pixel electrode due to a pushed-up/pulled-
down voltage of a CS signal differs between a sub-pixel at a
certain line and a sub-pixel at other lines. This may result in
striped display unevenness.

FIG. 66 explains an example for solving the above prob-
lem. As with FIG. 65, FIG. 66 shows states of connections
between CS main lines and CS lines and a timing chart ofa CS
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signal and a gate-on pulse in driving by block-divided inter-
lace scan where the number a of scanning lines in one block
is 24 and where each of a first dummy insertion period and a
second dummy insertion period is 2H.

FIG. 66 differs from FIG. 65 in that phases of two new CS
signals are introduced. Specifically, two CS main lines are
added and CS_N and CS_O are added as new phases of CS
signals. As shown by thick lines in FIG. 66, a CS line corre-
sponding to a lower sub-pixel at 127 gate line is connected
with CS_N and alower sub-pixel at 24 gate line is connected
with CS_O. Observation of the thick waveform at the 127 line
shows that a time t2' from a moment when a gate-on pulse of
a lower sub-pixel at 127 line gets off to a moment when the
polarity of a CS signal is inverted is shorter by 2H than t2' in
FIG. 65. This eliminates a difference from other lines, thereby
reducing striped display unevenness.

The waveform of CS_N and the waveform of CS_O have
opposite phases. Also in the case of the 247 line, a time from
a moment when a gate-on pulse of a lower sub-pixel gets off
to a moment when the polarity of a CS signal is inverted are
equal to times of other lines, thereby reducing stripped dis-
play unevenness.

The above configuration is generalized as follows: In a
driving method in which the number of scanning signal lines
included in one block is a (o is a natural number) and a
dummy insertion period is inserted at two or more points in
scanning of one block, the retention capacitor lines should be
driven in response to the retention capacitor signals with at
least ok (k is natural number: o and k are selected so that ok
is integer)+2 phases. In the example in FIG. 66, o=24 and
k=2, and CS lines are driven in response to CS signals with
24/2+2=14 phases.

(Example of Configuration for Reducing Kinds of Phases
of CS Signals)

FIG. 67 shows states of connections between CS main lines
and CS lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on
pulse in driving by block-divided interlace scan where the
number o of scanning lines in one block is 48 and where each
of'a first dummy insertion period and a second dummy inser-
tion period is 2H. The drawing relates to 15 to 24 gate lines.
In reality, 48 gate lines constitute one block, and this block is
repeated in a column direction. Thus, block-divided interlace
scan is realized.

In the example shown in the drawing, CS main lines A-H
and J-M, i.e. 12 CS main lines in total, are used. A polarity
continuation period of individual CS signals is 6H or 8H, and
the polarity of a CS signal is inverted 4 times between appli-
cation timings of gate-on pulses of an even line and an odd
line adjacent to each other. This is because a polarity inversion
cycle of a CS signal is shorter than an adjacent line writing
time difference period.

In a case of a high driving frequency, when the polarity
continuation period of a CS signal is short as described above,
rounding of a waveform ofa CS signal lowers a reaching ratio
ofavoltage ofa CS signal to a target voltage at the time of gate
off, which causes display unevenness. In order to improve the
display unevenness, the polarity inversion cycle of a CS sig-
nal may be lengthened so as to reduce the influence of round-
ing of a CS signal. However, in order to lengthen the polarity
inversion cycle of a CS signal, it is necessary to increase the
number of kinds of phases of a CS signal, which requires
increasing the number of CS main lines. This may increase
the number of lines or complicate configuration of lines,
which may require increasing the area of a substrate or may
increase the possibility of short-circuit.

FIG. 68 shows a driving example for extending the polarity
continuation period of a CS signal without increasing the



US 8,451,205 B2

59

number of CS main lines. FIG. 68 shows connection states of
CS main lines and CS lines and a timing chart of a CS signal
and a gate-on pulse in a case where there are 12 phases of
waveforms of CS signals. Gate-on positions (1)-(14) in FIG.
68 indicate timing for inverting the polarity of a CS signal and
timing of a gate-on pulse. The drawing relates to 1% to 487
gate lines. In reality, 48 gate lines constitute one block, and
this block is repeated in a column direction. Thus, block-
divided interlace scan is realized.

In this example, two CS lines with one CS line therebe-
tween are connected with one CS main line. Specifically, CS
lines 0, 2, 25, 27, 48, 50, 73, and 75 are connected with A of
the CS main lines, and CS lines 1, 3, 24, 26,49, 51, 72, and 74
are connected with B of the CS main lines. C, D, and there-
after of the CS main lines are connected with CS lines that are
positioned by 4 lines away from the CS lines connected with
A and B of the CS main lines. Further, the relation in connec-
tion between the CS main lines and the CS lines are repeated
with respect to every 48 CS lines.

Further, in this driving example, a block including 48 scan-
ning lines are subjected to interlace scan such that even rows
are scanned and then odd rows are scanned (or vice versa),
and a dummy scanning period of 2H is inserted when invert-
ing the polarity of a data signal. Further, in order to correctly
show brightness and darkness of a multi-pixel, a dummy
scanning period of 2H is also inserted at a portion where the
polarity is not inverted. A CS signal includes a signal whose
polarity continuation period is 14H both in a L level period
and a H level period, and a signal whose polarity continuation
period is 12H both in a L level period and a H level period.

With the example shown in FIG. 68, it is possible to
lengthen the polarity continuation period of a CS signal with-
out increasing the number of phases of waveforms of the CS
signal. This allows increasing a reaching ratio of a CS voltage
at the time of gate-off without providing additional lines and
circuits, thereby reducing display unevenness due to round-
ing of an actual waveform of the CS voltage.

The above example is further generalized as follows: m
kinds of retention capacitor signals are generated, two reten-
tion capacitor lines with one retention capacitor line therebe-
tween are driven with use of retention capacitor signals with
a same phase, and one polarity continuation period is a (kxm)
horizontal period, and a phase of a CS signal to be applied on
(n+2(k+1))” CS line is delayed by (k+1) horizontal period
with respect to a phase of a CS signal to be applied on n”
retention capacitor line. In the above example, m=12 and k=1.
With such driving, it is possible to secure a long polarity
continuation period of a CS signal without increasing the
number of phases of waveforms of CS signals.

Driving shown in FIG. 87 may be performed. The driving
in FIG. 87 differs from the driving in FIG. 68 in that a polarity
continuation period including a portion where a dummy
insertion period is inserted is 14H and other polarity continu-
ation period is 12H.

Polarity inversion timing of a CS signal and gate-on pulse
timing in FIG. 68 and FIG. 87 are shown as a waveform 1 and
a waveform 2, respectively, in FIG. 88. As shown in the
drawing, five conditions should be satisfied: (a) a voltage
level of a CS signal changes after gate-on positions (1), (2),
and (3); (b) a voltage level of a CS signal changes after
gate-on positions (13), (4), (5) and (6); (¢) a voltage level of a
CS signal changes after gate-on positions (14), (7), (8) and
(9); (d) a voltage level of a CS signal changes after gate-on
positions (10), (11), and (12); (e) a period during which a
polarity continuation periodis 14H and a period during which
a polarity continuation period is 12H are the same as each
other both in a L level and a H level.
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(Example of Configuration for Removing Deviation in
Polarity)

On the other hand, in a case of inserting a dummy horizon-
tal period in block-divided interlace scan, it is necessary to
lengthen a polarity continuation period of a CS signal in
accordance with the length of a dummy horizontal period to
be inserted. For example, in a case where a dummy horizontal
period to be inserted is 2H, a polarity continuation period of
14H and a polarity continuation period of 12H coexists in the
example in FIG. 68. In this case, the CS signal yields an effect
of steep rise of a voltage on individual pixels, which effect
varies in accordance with a relation between polarity inver-
sion timing of a CS signal and gate-off timing, resulting in
different effective values of a voltage to be applied on a liquid
crystal. In the above example, the relation between polarity
inversion timing of a CS signal and gate-off timing differs
between adjacent blocks, causing unevenness in brightness
with respect to each block. The following explains the cause
of this unevenness in brightness.

(a) of FIG. 70 and (b) of FIG. 70 show driving examples
with different relations between polarity inversion timing of a
CS signal and gate-off timing. In both examples, a CS signal
has polarity inversion timing such that a polarity continuation
period of 14H is carried out successively two times and a
polarity continuation period of 12H is carried out continu-
ously two times and the same process is repeated. In (a) of
FIG. 70, a gate-on pulse is applied during first 14H ((A) in the
drawing)) of two-times successively carried out polarity con-
tinuation periods of 14H, whereas in (b) of FIG. 70, a gate-on
pulse is applied during second 14H ((B) in the drawing)) of
two-times successively carried out polarity continuation peri-
ods of 14H. It should be noted that (a) of FIG. 70 shows a
driving example with timing of gate-on position (2) of FIG.
68, and (b) of FIG. 70 shows a driving example with timing of
gate-on position (5) of FIG. 68.

Here, attention is paid to the length of a period in which a
CS signal is kept “H” (H level) in one frame period. A period
in which a CS signal in (a) of FIG. 70 gets “H” (H level) (steep
rise period) and a period in which a CS signal in (b) of FIG. 70
gets “H” (H level) are different in some portions in one frame
period, and these portions are hatched in (a) and (b) of FIG.
70. Comparison of (a) of FIG. 70 and (b) of FIG. 70 in terms
of these portions shows that the hatched period in which a CS
signal is kept “H”* (H level) is 14H (14 horizontal periods)+9H
(19 horizontal periods)=23H (23 horizontal periods) in case
of (a) of FIG. 70 and 12H (12 horizontal periods)+9H (9
horizontal periods)=21H (21 horizontal periods) in case of (b)
of FIG. 70, indicating that the period in which a CS signal is
kept “H”” (Hlevel)is longerin (a) by 2H (2 horizontal periods)
thanin (b). That is, an effective value of a voltage to be applied
on liquid crystals is higher in (a) than in (b). Consequently,
pixel display corresponding to 1%-24 gate lines with timing
of (a) gets brighter than pixel display corresponding to 25”-
48 gate lines with timing of (b), making difference in lumi-
nance between adjacent blocks.

() of FIG. 70 and (d) of FIG. 70 show examples of wave-
forms of CS signals designed for solving this problem. As
shown in (c) of FIG. 70 and (d) of FIG. 70, a polarity con-
tinuation period of 14H of'a CS signal is divided into a portion
of' 12H and a portion of 2H, and the portion of 2H is set so that
a period in which a CS signal is kept “H” (H level) and a
period in which a CS signal is kept “L” (L level) are equal to
each other. This allows making the “H” period of a CS signal
and the “L.” period of a CS signal equal to each other regard-
less of timing, for applying a gate-on pulse, which solves the
problem of deviation in time when a voltage is pushed up. In
the examples shown in (¢) of FIG. 70 and (d) of FIG. 70, the
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portion of 2H is divided into the “H” (H level) period of 1H
and the “L” (L level) period of 1H. Alternatively, the portion
of 2H may be divided into shorter periods so that the “H” (H
level) period and the “L” (L level) are equal to each other.

In the examples shown in the drawings, the time indicated
by hatching when a voltage is pushed up is 1H+12H+
9H=22H in(c) and 12H+1H+9H=22H in (d), making the time
when a voltage is pushed up equal both in (¢) and (d). Con-
sequently, an effective value of a voltage to be applied on
liquid crystals is equal between a case of applying a gate-on
pulse at (A) of (c) and a case of applying a gate-on pulse at (B)
of (d).

FIG. 69 shows connection states of CS main lines and CS
lines and a timing chart of a CS signal and a gate-on pulse in
cases where CS signals indicated by the (c¢) and the (d) are
applied. A period for scanning one block, including a dummy
scanning period, i.e. 48H+2H+2H=52H, is designed such that
a period in which a retention capacitor signal is in H level
(1H+12H+1H+12H=26H) and a period in which a retention
capacitor signal is in L level (1H+12H+1H+12H=26H) are
equal to each other.

Gate-on positions (1)-(14) in FIG. 69 indicate all of polar-
ity inversion timings of CS signals and all of timings of
gate-on pulses. (¢) of FIG. 70 is a driving example with timing
indicated by gate-on position (2) of FIG. 69, and (d) of FIG.
70 is a driving example with timing indicated by gate-on
position (5) of FIG. 69. With such driving, difference in
luminance between 1%°-24” gate lines with timing of (¢) and
257487 gate lines with timing of (d) is removed.

Even if a period in which a CS signal is in H level and a
period in which a CS signal is in L level are not completely
equal to each other during a period for scanning one block, the
difference in luminance can be substantially removed pro-
vided that a difference between the period in which a CS
signal is in H level and the period in which a CS signalisin L
level is 1H or less, preferably 0.5H or less. Further, it is
desirable that a difference among retention capacitor lines in
an absolute value of a difference between H level period and
L level period of a retention capacitor signal in one frame is
equal to or less than 1H, preferably 0.5H or less.

In the above example, the driving example in FIG. 69 is
arranged based on the driving example in FIG. 68. Alterna-
tively, a driving example arranged based on the driving
example in FIG. 87 will also result in the driving example in
FIG. 69.

Further, as shown in FIG. 89 table showing the result of
evaluation, the result of analysis with different number of
scanning lines shows that, when a ratio of a difference among
retention capacitor lines in an absolute value of a difference
between H level period and L level period of a retention
capacitor signal in one frame to one frame period is equal to
or less than 0.13%, it is possible to prevent difference in
luminance. When the ratio is equal to or less than 0.09%, it is
possible to further increase display quality. In the column
reading “unevenness (visual evaluation)”, a double circle
mark indicates excellent display quality with no difference in
luminance, a single circle mark indicates excellent display
quality with slight difference in luminance, and a triangle
mark indicates display quality with somewhat noticeably dif-
ference in luminance, and a cross mark indicates display
quality with considerably noticeable difference in luminance.

(Configuration and Operation of Gate Driver)

The following details a configuration of the gate driver 400
used in the above Embodiments. FIG. 46 is a block diagram
showing an example of a configuration of the gate driver 400.
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As shown in the drawing, the gate driver 400 includes a
plurality of gate driver ICs 411-41¢. FIG. 45 shows an
example of a configuration of a gate driver IC41#.

The gate driver IC41# includes a first shift register 42, a
second shift register 43, a first AND gate 441, a second AND
gate 442, and an output section 45. The first shift register 42
is a shift register for odd stages and the second shift register 43
is a shift register for even stages. The first AND gate 441 is
provided so as to correspond to an output from the first shift
register 42 and the second AND gate 442 is provided so as to
correspond to an output from the second shift register 43. The
output section 45 outputs scanning signals G1-Gp based on
output signals gl-gp from the first AND gate 441 and the
second AND gate 442.

The gate driver IC 41z receives start pulse signals SPia and
SPib and clock signals CKa and CKb that are input to indi-
vidual shift registers from the outside, and output control
signals OFa and OEb. The start pulse signals SPia and Spib
are input to input terminals of the first shift register 42 and the
second shift register 43, respectively, and start pulse signals
SPoa and SPob to be input to a subsequent gate driver IC are
output from output terminals of the first shift register 42 and
the second shift register 43.

The first AND gate 441 receives an even stage output signal
Qk (k is an odd number) and a logic inversion signal of an
output control signal OEa. On the other hand, the second
AND gate 442 receives an odd stage output signal Qk (k is an
even number) and a logic inversion signal of an output control
signal OEb.

The gate driver 400 of the present configuration example is
realized by cascade-connecting the plurality of (q) gate driver
ICs 411-414 each having the above configuration. That is, in
order that the first and second shift registers 42 and 43 in each
of the gate driver ICs 411-41¢ constitute one shift register
(shift register formed by cascade-connection in this manner is
hereinafter referred to as “connection shift register’), output
terminals of the first and second shift registers 42 and 43 in the
gate driver IC 41x (output terminals for the start pulse signals
SPoa and SPob) are connected with input terminals of the first
and second shift registers 42 and 43 in the next gate driver IC
(input terminals for the start pulse signals SPia and SPib).

It should be noted that gate start pulse signals GSPa and
GSPb are input to input terminals of the first and second shift
registers 42 and 43 in the gate driver IC 411 at the head and
output terminals of the first and second shift registers 42 and
43 in the gate driver IC 414 at the end are not connected with
the outside. Further, gate clock signals GCKa and GCKb and
output control signals GOEa and GOEb from the display
control circuit 200 are input as the clock signals CKa and CKb
and the output control signals OEa and OED to the gate driver
1C 41n.

The following explains an operation of the gate driver 400
of'the above configuration example with reference to a wave-
form chart of FIG. 47. As shown in the waveform chart, the
display control circuit 200 generates, as a gate start pulse
signal GSP (GSPa for odd stages and GSPb for even stages),
a signal which gets H level (active) only during a period Tspw
corresponding to a pixel data writing pulse Pw, and generates
a gate clock signal GCK (GCKa for odd stages and GCKb for
even stages) which gets H level only during a predetermined
period with respect to each 1 horizontal scanning period (1H).

When the gate start pulse signal GSP and the gate clock
signal GCK (GCKa and GCKb) are input to the gate driver
400, output signals Q1 and Q2 are output from first stages of
the first and second shift registers 42 and 43 in the gate driver
IC 411 at the head. The output signals Q1 and Q2 include a
pulse Pqw corresponding to the pixel data writing pulse Pw.
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Here, in order to generate the output signals Q1 and Q2 in the
first stages, GCKa and GCKb in the first stages get H level
with a distance of 2H.

Such pulse Pqw is sequentially transmitted through con-
nection shift registers of the gate driver 400 in accordance
with the gate clock signal GCK. Accordingly, output signals
Qn whose signal waveform gets H level in accordance with
rise of GCK and gets L level in accordance with next rise of
GCK are output, sequentially and with a certain gap, from
individual stages of the connection shift registers.

Further, as described above, the display control circuit 200
generates a gate driver output control signal GOE (GOEa and
GOEDb) to be supplied to the gate driver ICs 411-41¢ consti-
tuting the gate driver 400. A gate driver output control signal
GOE to be supplied to n” gate driver IC 417 gets L level or H
level due to adjustment of a pixel data writing pulse Pw during
a period in which a pulse Pqw corresponding to the pixel data
writing pulse Pw is output from any stage of the first and
second shift registers 42 and 43 in the gate driver IC 417. That
is, GOE gets H level during the predetermined period, which
will be hereinafter referred to as “writing period adjustment
pulse”.

It should be noted that a pulse (writing period adjustment
pulse) included in the gate driver output control signal GOE
for the sake of adjustment of the pixel data writing pulse Pw
can be appropriately adjusted in accordance with the pixel
data writing pulse Pw required. Here, GOE is controlled in
order that when the polarity (POL) of a data signal waveform
is inverted, a signal potential right before inversion of the
polarity is not written. Similarly, the width of a pulse Pw can
be controlled in order that when the polarity (POL) of a data
signal waveform is inverted, a signal potential right after
polarity inversion is not written in response to a pulse Pw right
before the polarity inversion. By adjusting the width control-
lable by GOE, it is possible to generate a pixel data writing
pulse Pw corresponding to all of the above Embodiments
when the polarity (POL) of a data signal waveform is
inverted.

GCK consists of GCKa for controlling output of odd stages
and GCKb for controlling output of even stages. These clock
signals maintain H level in connection with inversion of the
polarity POL of a data signal, and when a dummy insertion
period (1H) has elapsed after one more inversion of the polar-
ity of a data signal, the clock signals get L level, restarting
basic operation of getting H level for a predetermined period
with respect to 1H. In accordance with operation of the clock
signals (GCKa and GCKb), the length of the waveform Pqw
of the output signal Qk varies. Using this variation, a period
during which a pixel data writing pulse Pw out of pulses Pqw
should be output is controlled in response to the output con-
trol signals GOEa and GOEb (“writing period adjustment
pulse”).

In the gate driver IC chips 412 (n ranges from 1 to q), in
accordance with output signals Qk (k ranges from 1 to p) of
individual stages of the shift registers, gate clock signals
GCK, and gate driver output control signals GOE, the first
and second AND gates 441 and 442 generate internal scan-
ning signals g1 to gp, which are subjected to level conversion
by the output section 45 and scanning signals G1 to Gp to be
applied on the gate lines GL.1 to GLm are output. Conse-
quently, as shown in the waveform chart, pixel data writing
pulses Pw are sequentially applied to the gate lines GL1 to
GLm.

FIG. 48 is a waveform chart showing driving operation
different from that of FIG. 47. The following explains only
differences between the driving operation of FIG. 48 and that
of FIG. 47.
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GCK consists of GCKa for controlling output of odd stages
and GCKb for controlling output of even stages. These clock
signals maintain L level in connection with inversion of the
polarity POL of a data signal, and when a dummy horizontal
period (1H) and a horizontal period (1H) for writing pixel
data have elapsed after one more inversion of the polarity of
a data signal, restarting basic operation of a clock signal
getting H level for a predetermined period with respect to 1H.

In accordance with operation of the clock signals (GCKa
and GCKb), the length of the waveform Pqw of the output
signal Qk varies. Using this variation, a period during which
a pixel data writing pulse Pw out of pulses Pqw should be
output is controlled in response to the output control signals
GOEa and GOEDb (“writing period adjustment pulse”).

A pulse (writing period adjustment pulse) included in the
gate driver output control signal GOE for the sake of adjust-
ment of the pixel data writing pulse Pw can be appropriately
adjusted in accordance with the pixel data writing pulse Pw
required.

(Example of Double Pulse Driving)

In a case where a horizontal scanning period is required to
be shorter in order to increase a scanning frequency, a pulse
width of a gate-on pulse is also required to be shorter. This
shortens a time for charging each pixel, resulting in insuffi-
cient charging. In order to avoid this problem, the present
invention may be arranged such that charging of pixels may
be carried out both during a main charging period in which a
gate line is caused to be in a selected state so that source lines
apply voltages on individual pixels and during a pre-charging
period in which the same gate line is caused to be in a selected
state with timing before the main charging period.

If driving in which a main charging period and a pre-
charging period are provided is applied to the driving in FIG.
47, the driving is carried out as in FIG. 71 for example. As
shown in FIG. 71, the pre-charging period and the main
charging period are set according to an L period of a gate
clock GCK, i.e. the width between pulses of the gate clock
GCK.

In this case, at a part where the polarity of a waveform of a
data signal is inverted, the L. period of the gate clock GCK is
set to be longer in order to insert dummy data. This causes
difference in waveform of a gate-on pulse between (i) a gate
line in which a pre-charging period or a main charging period
is set based on a long L period of the gate clock GCK and (ii)
other gate lines. This causes different charging ratios among
lines, resulting in difference in luminance. FIG. 72 shows an
example of display unevenness caused by the difference in
luminance.

Although the example in FIG. 71 is an example of driving
by interlace block inversion, a similar problem occurs in a
case of progressive scanning block inversion (nH inversion).
However, as shown in FIG. 72, display unevenness appears
every two rows in the case of interlace scan, and consequently
display unevenness appears more noticeably in interlace scan
than in progressive scan.

As a countermeasure for this problem, the following
explains a driving method in which the width of a gate-on
pulse is set based not on the L period of GCK but on a
combination of two signals: GCK and GOE. Initially, the
width of a pulse Pqw on which a gate-on pulse Pw will be
based is set to be a predetermined value (e.g. 2H) beforehand.
Further, the length of a gate-on pulse may be slightly adjusted
by masking the gate-on pulse with GOE. Further, by design-
ing the present invention such that a gate-on pulse remains
high even when a GOE pulse is generated (even in H level), it
is possible to provide main charging periods that are common
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among all lines regardless of the GOE pulse. In this case,
fixing GOE to H allows single pulse driving.

FIG. 73 shows examples of controlling a pulse width of a
gate-on pulse Pw. In the examples, a main charging period is
set based on the L period of GCK without being influenced by
GOE. In contrast thereto, a pre-charging period is influenced
by a pulse waveform of GOE. In the example 1, the pre-
charging period gets shorter by masking a headmost portion
of the pulse Pqw with use of a GOE pulse. In the example 2,
the pre-charging period is divided into two periods and the
total of the pre-charging period gets shorter by masking a
middle portion of the pulse Pqw with use of a GOE pulse. In
the example 3, the pre-charging period gets shorter by mask-
ing a last portion of the pulse Pqw with use of a GOE pulse
and a gap is inserted between the pre-charging period and the
main charging period. In the example 4, the pre-charging
period gets longest by fixing GOE at L level. In the example
5, the pre-charging period gets 0 by fixing GOE at H level,
thereby realizing single pulse driving.

(Configuration and Operation of Gate Driver for Realizing
Double Pulse (1))

FIG. 74 shows an example of a configuration of a gate
driver IC 41n for realizing progressive scan nH inversion
driving in the above double pulse driving. As shown in FIG.
74, the gate driver IC 41» includes: a shift register 46; sets of
a first AND gate 441, a second AND gate 442, a third AND
gate 443, and a first OR gate 444, the sets respectively corre-
sponding to individual stages of the shift register 46; and an
output section 45 for outputting scanning signals G1-Gp
based on output signals gl-gp from the third AND gate 443.
Further, the gate driver IC 41r receives a start pulse signal
SPi, a clock signal CK, an output control signal OE, and a
selection signal SEL from the outside. The start pulse signal
SPiis supplied to an input terminal of the shift register 46, and
a start pulse signal Spo to be input to a subsequent gate driver
IC 41r+1 is output from an output terminal of the shift reg-
ister 46.

Further, in an odd stage (Qk; stage with k being odd num-
ber out of 1 to p) of the shift register 46, the first AND gate 441
receives the output control signal OF and a logic inversion
signal of the selection signal SEL, the second AND gate 442
receives the clock signal CK and the selection signal SEL, the
first OR gate 444 receives outputs of the first AND gate 441
and the second AND gate 442, the third AND gate 443
receives a logic inversion signal of an output of the first OR
gate 444 and an output signal Qk (k is odd number) from an
odd stage of the shift register 46.

On the other hand, in an even stage (Qk; stage with k being
even number out of 1 to p) of the shift register 46, the first
AND gate 441 receives the output control signal OF and the
selection signal SEL, the second AND gate 442 receives the
clock signal CK and a logic inversion signal of the selection
signal SEL, the first OR gate 444 receives outputs of the first
AND gate 441 and the second AND gate 442, the third AND
gate 443 receives a logic inversion signal of an output of the
first OR gate 444 and an output signal Qk (k is even number)
from an even stage of the shift register 46.

The gate driver 400 of the present configuration example is
realized by cascade-connecting plural number of (q) gate
driver ICs 411-41¢. That is, an output terminal of the shift
register 46 in the gate driver IC 41 is connected with an input
terminal of the shift register 46 in the next gate driver IC
41n+1 so that the shift registers 46 in the gate driver ICs
411-41¢ form one shift register.

It should be noted that an input terminal of the shift register
46 in the gate driver IC 411 at the head receives a gate start
pulse signal GSP from the display control circuit 200, and an
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output terminal of the shift register 46 in the gate driver IC
chip 41¢ at the end is not connected with the outside. Further,
a gate clock signal GCK, GOE, and SEL from the display
control circuit 200 are supplied as a clock signal CK, an
output control signal OE, and a selection signal SEL to each
of'the gate driver ICs 411-414.

With reference to a waveform chart in FIG. 75, the follow-
ing explains the operation of the gate driver 400 of the above
configuration example. As shown in the waveform chart, the
display control circuit 200 generates a gate start pulse signal
GSP serving as a signal that gets H level only during a period
Tspw corresponding to a pixel data writing pulse Pw, and
generates a gate clock signal GCK that gets H level basically
only for a predetermined period with respect to 1 horizontal
scanning period (1H) except for a moment right after polarity
inversion of a data signal.

When the gate start pulse signal GSP and the gate clock
signal GCK are input to the gate driver 400, an output signal
Q1 is output from a first stage of the shift register 46 in the
gate driver IC 411 at the head. The output signal Q1 includes
apulse Pqw corresponding to a pixel data writing pulse Pw in
each frame period.

The pulse Pqw is sequentially transmitted through connec-
tion shift registers of the gate driver 400 in accordance with
the gate clock signal GCK. Accordingly, output signals Qn
whose signal waveform gets H level in accordance with rise
of GCK and gets L level in accordance with two-posterior rise
of GCK are output, sequentially and with a certain gap, from
individual stages of the connection shift registers.

Attiming when the polarity ofa data signal is inverted after
GCK gets H level, a distance between H level of GCK and
next H level of GCK is 2H. The length of the waveform Pqw
of the output signal Qk varies depending on the operation of
the clock GCK.

Further, as described above, the display control circuit 200
generates the gate driver output control signal GOE and the
selection signal SEL to be supplied to the gate driver ICs
411-41g4 that constitute the gate driver 400. One of GCK and
GOE is selected in response to the selection signal SEL, the
pulse width of the pulse Pqw is adjusted in response to the
selected one, and the pixel data writing pulse Pw is set. In the
drawing, “OE” and “CK” described in the pulse widths of
Pqw and Pw indicate portions controlled in response to GOE
and GCK, respectively.

In the gate driver IC chips 41 (n ranges from 1 to q), the
first AND gate 441, the second AND gate 442, the first OR
gate 444, and the third AND gate 443 generate internal scan-
ning signals gl-gp based on the output signal Qk (k ranges
from 1 to p) from individual stages of the shift register, the
gate clock signal GCK, the gate driver output control signal
GOE, and the selection signal SEL. The internal scanning
signals g1-gp are subjected to level-conversion by the output
section 45 and scanning signals G1-Gp to be applied on the
gate lines GL1-GLm are output.

Consequently, pixel data writing pulses Pw having the
same pulse width are sequentially applied to the gate lines
GL1-GLm. Consequently, the length of a charging period is
equal between a gate line at which the polarity of a data signal
is inverted and other gate lines. This prevents the display
unevenness.

As shown in FIG. 76, the present configuration may be
arranged so that at timing when the polarity of a data signal is
inverted after GCK gets H level, GCK is kept at H level for
1H. In this case, too, the length of the waveform Pqw of the
output signal Qk varies depending on the operation of the
clock GCK. By appropriately setting the gate driver output
control signal GOE and the selection signal SEL, it is possible
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to sequentially apply pixel data writing pulses Pw having the
same pulse width to the gate lines GL1-GLm.

Gate-on pulses Pw at the time of polarity inversion of a data
signal waveform shown in FIGS. 77 to 79 below can be
generated by employing the gate driver IC in FIG. 74 and
appropriately selecting the gate clock GCK, the pulse width
ofthe gate driver output control signal GOE, and the selection
signal SEL. For example, fall of a gate-on pulse right before
polarity inversion may be masked with GCK and rise of a
gate-on pulse right after the polarity inversion may be masked
with GOE.

FIG. 77 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse (pixel
data writing pulse) Pw in the double pulse driving by progres-
sive scan where the polarity of a data signal voltage is inverted
with respect to every 10 rows with a center value of the data
signal voltage Vsc as a reference and where 1 horizontal
period (1H) right after inversion of the polarity is regarded as
adummy insertion period. In the drawing, the lateral direction
indicates time lapse and the longitudinal direction indicates
individual rows of gate lines (writing rows) GL1-GLm to
which gate-on pulses are applied.

An actual waveform of the data signal is rounded right after
inversion of the polarity. That is, it takes time for the wave-
form of the data signal to reach a predetermined voltage after
the inversion of the polarity. In order to deal with this prob-
lem, in the above driving example, a main charging period is
not provided during 1 horizontal period right after the inver-
sion of the polarity in order to provide a dummy horizontal
period. Consequently, in a horizontal period next to the
dummy insertion period, a data signal with the predetermined
voltage is written in individual pixels.

Providing the dummy insertion period in this manner
allows increasing a reaching ratio (charging ratio) of an actual
voltage to an application voltage in the source lines SL.1-SLn
(data signal lines) when writing pixel data after the inversion
ofthe polarity. This prevents display unevenness with respect
to every 10 rows which is caused by rounding of the data
signal waveform at the time of the inversion of the polarity.

Further, as shown in FIG. 78, the driving is configured such
that a second period is longer than a first period where the first
period is a time from the last end of a gate-On pulse Pw
nearest to a moment of polarity inversion among gate-on
pulses Pw applied before the moment of polarity inversion to
the end of a horizontal period during which the gate-on pulse
Pw is applied and the second period is a time from the
moment of polarity inversion to a moment of application start
of a gate-on pulse Pw nearest to the moment of polarity
inversion among gate-on pulses Pw applied after the moment
of polarity inversion.

With such driving, a gate-on pulse Pw is not applied at the
time of inversion of the polarity. This allows preventing data
signals with opposite polarities from being simultaneously
applied to two adjacent gate lines to which gate-on pulses Pw
are applied before and after inversion of the polarity, respec-
tively. This allows preventing image display from being dis-
turbed at the moment of polarity inversion.

Further, out of the gate-on pulses Pw applied after the
moment of polarity inversion, the gate-on pulse Pw nearest to
the moment of polarity inversion is gated on after a period
longer than the first period has elapsed from the moment of
polarity inversion. This prevents pre-charging of a pixel dur-
ing a period where a data signal waveform is greatly rounded
due to polarity inversion. This allows displaying an image
with high quality that is free from display unevenness etc.

FIG. 79 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, and a gate-on pulse Pw in
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the double pulse driving by progressive scan where the polar-
ity of a data signal voltage is inverted with respect to every 10
rows with Vsc as a reference and where 2 horizontal periods
(2H) right after inversion of the polarity is regarded as a
dummy insertion period. In the drawing, a lateral direction
represents time elapse and a longitudinal direction represents
individual rows of the gate lines (writing rows) GL1-GLm to
which gate-on pulses are applied.

As described above, by setting the length of a dummy
insertion period so as to include a time for an actual data
signal to reach a predetermined voltage after inversion of the
polarity, a data signal with the predetermined voltage is writ-
ten in individual pixels. Providing the dummy insertion
period in this manner allows increasing a reaching ratio of an
actual voltage to an application voltage in the source lines
SL1-SLn when writing pixel data after the inversion of the
polarity. This prevents display unevenness with respect to
every 10 rows which is caused by rounding of the data signal
waveform at the time of the inversion of the polarity.

Inthe above examples, the dummy insertion period is 2H or
3H. Alternatively, the dummy insertion period may be set to
4H or more according to the degree of rounding of the data
signal waveform after inversion of the polarity.

In the above driving, a gate-on pulse is applied such that a
time from a moment of polarity inversion to a moment of an
application start of a gate-on pulse Pw nearest to the moment
of polarity inversion among gate-on pulses Pw applied after
the moment of polarity inversion is equal to or longer than a
horizontal display period obtained by subtracting a horizontal
blanking period from a horizontal period.

As described above, a data signal applied on a source line
is normally designed such that the data signal has a signal
waveform that allows a pixel to be charged within one hori-
zontal display period. Consequently, at a moment more than
one horizontal display period after a moment of polarity
inversion, the influence of rounding of a data signal waveform
which is caused by the polarity inversion is prevented. This
allows preventing a pixel from being charged during a period
in which a data signal waveform is greatly rounded due to
polarity inversion, allowing high-quality display with sub-
dued display unevenness.

In the above configuration example, a gate-on pulse Pw as
a double pulse is applied by appropriately selecting a gate
clock GCK, a pulse width of a gate driver output control
signal GOE, and a selection signal SEL. Alternatively, the
configuration may, be arranged not to use a selection signal
SEL. FIG. 90 shows a configuration of a main part of a gate
driver IC for applying a gate-on pulse Pw that is a double
pulse without using a selection signal SEL. The configuration
in FIG. 90 shows a gate driver unit for outputting a scanning
signal G to one gate line. The gate driver unit is a part of the
gate driver ICs 41n.

As shown in the drawing, the gate driver unit includes a first
flip-flop 461, a second flip-flop 462, a first output mask 463,
a second output mask 464, and an OR gate 465. The first
flip-flop 461 receives a gate start pulse signal GSP, operates in
response to a gate clock signal GCK, and outputs an output
signal QA. The first flip-flop 462 receives the output signal
QA, operates in response to the gate clock signal GCK, and
outputs an output signal QB.

The first output mask 463 masks the output signal QA with
use of a gate driver output control signal GOE and outputs the
masked signal. The second output mask 464 outputs the out-
put signal QB only during a period in which the gate clock
signal GCK is in L level. The OR gate 465 outputs, as a
scanning signal G, the result of OR logic operation of a signal
from the first output mask 463 and a signal from the second
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output mask 464. Although not shown in the drawing, the first
flip-flop 461 outputs the output signal QA to a first flip-flop of
a gate driver unit in a subsequent stage and this process is
sequentially repeated. Thus, the gate driver units constitute a
shift register and serves as a gate driver.

The following explains an operation of the gate driver 400
of the above configuration example with reference to the
waveform chart in FIG. 91. As shown in the waveform chart,
the display control circuit 200 generates, as a gate start pulse
signal GSP, a signal that gets H level only during a period Tps
corresponding to a pixel data writing pulse Pw, and generates
a gate clock signal GCK that gets H level only during one
horizontal scanning period (1H) right after polarity inversion
of a data signal and gets H level only during a predetermined
period with respect to each one horizontal scanning period
(1H).

When such gate start pulse signal GSP and such gate clock
signal GCK are supplied to the gate driver 400, an output
signal QA1 is output from the first flip-flop 461 in the gate
driver unit at the head.

The gate start pulse GSP is sequentially transmitted
through the gate driver units in accordance with the gate clock
signal GCK. Accordingly, output signals QAk whose signal
waveform gets H level in accordance with fall of GCK and
gets L level in accordance with one-posterior fall of GCK are
output, sequentially and with a certain gap, from individual
stages of the connection shift registers.

Further, at timing when the polarity of a data signal is
inverted after GCK gets H level, GCK is kept at H level for
1H. The pulse width of an output signal QAk varies according
to the operation of the clock GCK.

Inresponse to output of an output signal QAKk from the first
flip-flop 461, the second flip-flop 462 outputs an output signal
QBk in accordance with GCK. That is, the output signal QBk
is obtained by delaying the output signal QAk by 1H.

Further, as described above, the display control circuit 200
generates the gate driver output control signal GOE to be
supplied to the gate driver ICs 411-414 that constitute the gate
driver 400. This GOE is a signal that gets H level only during
1H period right before polarity inversion of a data signal and
gets L level during other periods. By controlling a pulse width
of GOE when keeping H level, masking by the first output
mask 463 controls the length of a pre-charging period of a
scanning signal Gk. In accordance with the output signal QBk
and GCK, masking by the second output mask 464 sets a main
charging period for the scanning signal Gk.

Consequently, pixel data writing pulses Pw with the same
pulse width are sequentially applied to the gate lines GL1-
GLm without using the selection signal SEL. This makes the
length of a charging period equal between a gate line at which
the polarity of a data signal is inverted and other gate line,
allowing prevention of the display unevenness.

Further, the present invention may be arranged so that two
series of gate driver units are provided for odd lines and even
lines, and input signals GSPa, GSPb, GCKa, GCKb, GOEa,
and GOEDb for odd lines and even lines are supplied to the gate
driver units for odd lines and the gate driver units for even
lines, respectively, as in the later-mentioned configuration in
FIG. 80, so as to realize block-divided interlace drive.

(Configuration and Operation of Gate Driver for Realizing
Double Pulse (2))

FIG. 80 shows an example of a configuration of a gate
driver IC 41r for realizing block-divided interlace driving in
the above double pulse driving. As shown in FIG. 80, the gate
driver IC 41# includes a first shift register 42, a second shift
register 43, a logic circuit A, a logic circuit B, and an output
section 45.
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The first shift register 42 is for odd lines and the second
shift register 43 is for even lines. The logic circuit A is pro-
vided so as to correspond to an output from the first shift
register 42 and the logic circuit B is provided so as to corre-
spond to an output from the second shift register 43. The
output section 45 outputs scanning signals G1-Gp based on
output signals gl-gp from the logic circuits A and B.

The gate driver IC 41r receives start pulse signals SPia and
SPib and clock signals CKa and CKb that are supplied from
the outside to respective shift registers, output control signals
OEaand OEDb, and selection signals SELa and SELb. The start
pulse signals SPia and SPib are supplied to input terminals of
the first shift register 42 and the second shift register 43,
respectively, and start pulse signals SPoa and SPob to be
supplied to a subsequent gate driver IC are output from output
terminals of the first shift register 42 and the second shift
register 43, respectively.

Each of the logic circuits A and B includes a first AND gate
441, a second AND gate 442, a third AND gate 443, and a first
OR gate 444.

In an odd stage (corresponding to Q(4k-3) (k=1,2...)) of
the logic circuit A, the first AND gate 441 receives the output
control signal OFa and a logic inversion signal of the selec-
tion signal SELa, the second AND gate 442 receives the clock
signal CKa and the selection signal SELa, the first OR gate
444 receives outputs of the first AND gate 441 and the second
AND gate 442, the third AND gate 443 receives a logic
inversion signal of an output of the first OR gate 444 and an
output signal Q(4k-3) from an odd stage of the shift register.

In an even stage (corresponding to Q(4k-1) (k=1,2...))
of the logic circuit A, the first AND gate 441 receives the
output control signal OEa and the selection signal SELa, the
second AND gate 442 receives the clock signal CKa and a
logic inversion signal of the selection signal SELa, the first
OR gate 444 receives outputs of the first AND gate 441 and
the second AND gate 442, the third AND gate 443 receives a
logic inversion signal of an output of the first OR gate 444 and
an output signal Q(4k-1) from an odd stage of the shift
register.

In an odd stage (corresponding to Q(4k-2) (k=1,2...)) of
the logic circuit B, the first AND gate 441 receives the output
control signal OEb and a logic inversion signal of the selec-
tion signal SELDb, the second AND gate 442 receives the clock
signal CKb and the selection signal SELb, the first OR gate
444 receives outputs of the first AND gate 441 and the second
AND gate 442, the third AND gate 443 receives a logic
inversion signal of an output of the first OR gate 444 and an
output signal Q(4k-2) from an odd stage of the shift register
46.

In an even stage (corresponding to Q(4k) (k=1,2...)) of
the logic circuit B, the first AND gate 441 receives the output
control signal OEb and the selection signal SELb, the second
AND gate 442 receives the clock signal CKb and a logic
inversion signal of the selection signal SELb, the first OR gate
444 receives outputs of the first AND gate 441 and the second
AND gate 442, the third AND gate 443 receives a logic
inversion signal of an output of the first OR gate 444 and an
output signal Q(4k) from an odd stage of the shift register.

The gate driver 400 of the present configuration example is
realized by cascade-connecting plural number of (q) gate
driver ICs 411-41¢ each having the above configuration. That
is, output terminals of the first shift register 42 and the second
shift register 43 in the gate driver IC 417 are connected with
input terminals of the first shift register 42 and the second
shift register 43 in the next gate driver IC so that the first shift
registers 42 and the second shift registers 43 in the gate driver
ICs 411-41¢ form one shift register.
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It should be noted that input terminals of the first shift
register 42 and the second shift register 43 in the gate driver IC
411 at the head receive gate start pulse signals GSPa and
GSPb from the display control circuit 200, respectively, and
output terminals of the first shift register 42 and the second
shift register 43 in the gate driver IC 414 at the end are not
connected with the outside. Further, gate clock signals GCKa
and GCKb, output control signals GOEa and GOEb, and
selection signals SELa and SELb from the display control
circuit 200 are supplied as clock signals CKa and CKb, output
control signals OEa and OEDb, and selection signals SELa and
SELD to each gate driver IC 41n.

With reference to waveform charts in FIGS. 81 and 82, the
following explains the operation of the gate driver 400 of the
above configuration example. FIG. 81 shows a timing chart of
alatch strobe signal LS, a data signal, a polarity POL of a data
signal, gate start pulse signals GSPa and GSPb, gate clock
signals GCKa and GCKb, output control signals GOEa and
GOEDb, selection signals SELa and SELb, and an output sig-
nal Qn. FIG. 82 shows a timing chart, corresponding to FIG.
81, of a latch strobe signal LS, a data signal, a polarity POL of
a data signal, and a scanning signal Gn.

As shown in the waveform chart, the display control circuit
200 generates a gate start pulse signal GSP (GSPa for odd line
and GSPb for even line) serving as a signal that gets H level
only during a period Tspw corresponding to a pixel data
writing pulse Pw, and generates a gate clock signal GCK
(GCKa for odd line and GCKb for even line) that gets H level
basically only for a predetermined period with respect to 1
horizontal scanning period (1H) except for a moment right
after polarity inversion of a data signal.

When the gate start pulse signal GSP and the gate clock
signal GCK (GCKa and GCKb) are input to the gate driver
400, output signals Q1 and Q2 are output from first stages of
the first shift register 42 and the second shift register 43 in the
gate driver IC 411 at the head. Each of the output signals Q1
and Q2 includes a pulse Pqw corresponding to a pixel data
writing pulse Pw in each frame period.

The pulse Pqw is sequentially transmitted through connec-
tion shift registers of the gate driver 400 in accordance with
the gate clock signal GCK. Accordingly, output signals Qn
whose signal waveform gets H level in accordance with rise
of GCK and gets L level in accordance with two-posterior rise
of GCK are output, sequentially and with a certain gap, from
individual stages of the connection shift registers.

GCK consists of GCKa for controlling output of odd stages
and GCKb for controlling output of even stages. These clock
signals maintain H level in connection with inversion of the
polarity POL of a data signal, and when a dummy insertion
period (1H) has elapsed after one more inversion of the polar-
ity of a data signal, the clock signals get L level, restarting
basic operation of getting H level for a predetermined period
with respect to 1H. The length of the waveform Pqw of the
output signal Qk varies depending on the operation of the
clock (GCKa and GCKb).

Further, as described above, the display control circuit 200
generates the gate driver output control signal GOE (GOEa
and GOEb) and the selection signals SELa and SELDb to be
supplied to the gate driver ICs 411-414 that constitute the gate
driver 400. One of GCK and GOE is selected in response to
the selection signal SEL, the pulse width of the pulse Pqw is
adjusted in response to the selected one, and the pixel data
writing pulse Pw is set. In the drawing, “OFEa(b)” and “CKa
(b)” described in the pulse widths of Pqw and Pw indicate
portions controlled in response to GOEa(b) and GCKa(b),
respectively.
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In the gate driver IC chips 41% (n ranges from 1 to q), the
first and second AND gates 441 and 442, the first OR gate
444, and the third AND gate 443 generate internal scanning
signals gl to gp in accordance with output signals Qk (k
ranges from 1 to p) from individual stages of the shift regis-
ters, the gate clock signals GCK, the gate driver output control
signals GOE, and the selection signals SEL. The internal
scanning signals gl-gp are subjected to level conversion by
the output section 45 and scanning signals G1 to Gp to be
applied on the gate lines GL1 to GLm are output.

Consequently, pixel data writing pulses Pw with the same
pulse width are sequentially applied to the gate lines GL1-
GLm. This allows making the length of a charging period
equal between a gate line at which the polarity of a data signal
is inverted and other gate line, allowing prevention of the
display unevenness.

The present invention may be arranged so that as shown in
FIGS. 83 and 84, in accordance with inversion of a polarity
POL of a data signal, a period in which GOEa gets L level
with a predetermined cycle (1H) and with a predetermined
pulse width and a period in which GOEb gets L level with a
predetermined cycle (1H) and with a predetermined pulse
width are switchable with each other. In this case, by adjust-
ing the lengths of a period in which GOEa gets L level and a
period in which GOEDb gets L level, it is possible to adjust the
pulse width of the pixel data writing pulse Pw.

FIG. 85 shows a timing chart of a data signal waveform, a
data signal, a latch strobe signal LS, a gate-on pulse Pw, and
a CS signal in the double pulse driving by block-divided
interlace scan where the number a of scanning lines in one
block is 20 and where 1 horizontal period (1H) right after
polarity inversion of a data signal is regarded as a first dummy
insertion period, 1 horizontal period (1H) prior to polarity
inversion of a data signal by 5 horizontal periods (SH) is
regarded as a second dummy insertion period, and CS signals
during periods to which the first and second insertion periods
are inserted are made to include insertion of CS signal dummy
periods corresponding to 1H, respectively. Further, FIG. 86
shows a driving example in which each of the first and second
dummy insertion periods is 2H. The driving in FIG. 85 and the
driving in FIG. 86 are similar to the driving in FIG. 26 and the
driving in FIG. 30 except that the pulse width of the gate-on
pulse Pw is a double pulse, and therefore explanations there
of are omitted here.

[Configuration of Television Receiver]

Next, the following explains one example of configuration
of applying the liquid crystal display device according to the
present invention to a television receiver. FIG. 49 is a block
diagram showing a configuration of a display device 800 for
a television receiver. The display device 800 includes a Y/C
separation circuit 80, a video chroma circuit 81, an A/D
converter 82, a liquid crystal controller 83, a liquid crystal
panel 84, a backlight drive circuit 85, a backlight 86, a micro-
computer 87, and a gradation circuit 88. The liquid crystal
panel 84 corresponds to the liquid crystal display device of
the present invention, and includes: a display section includ-
ing active matrix pixel arrays; and a source driver and a gate
driver each for driving the display section.

In the display device 800 of the aforementioned configu-
ration, a complex color video signal Scv as a television signal
is inputted from the outside to the Y/C separation circuit 80. In
the Y/C separation circuit 80, the complex color video signal
Scv is separated into a luminance signal and a color signal.
The luminance signal and the color signal are converted to
analog RGB signals corresponding to three fundamental col-
ors of light in the video chroma circuit 81. Further, the analog
RGB signals are converted to digital RGB signals by the A/D
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converter 82. The digital RGB signals are inputted to the
liquid crystal controller 83. Moreover, in the Y/C separation
circuit 80, horizontal and vertical sync signals are extracted
from the complex color video signal Scv inputted from the
outside. These sync signals are also inputted to the liquid
crystal controller 83 via the microcomputer 87.

The liquid crystal controller 83 outputs data signals for
drivers based on the digital RGB signals (corresponding to
the aforementioned digital video signals Dv) from the A/D
converter 82. Further, the liquid crystal controller 83 gener-
ates, based on the sync signals, timing control signals for
causing the source driver and the gate driver in the liquid
crystal panel 84 to operate as in the above Embodiments, and
supplies the timing control signals to the source driver and the
gate driver. Further, in the gradation circuit 88, gradation
voltages of three fundamental colors R, G, and B of color
display are generated, and these gradation voltages are also
supplied to the liquid crystal panel 84.

In the liquid crystal panel 84, drive signals (e.g., data sig-
nals and scanning signals) are generated by the source and
gate drivers inside the liquid crystal panel 84 in accordance
with the data signals for drivers, the timing control signals,
and the gradation voltages. A color image is displayed on a
display section inside the liquid crystal panel 84 in accor-
dance with the drive signals. It should be noted that for dis-
playing an image by the liquid crystal panel 84, light needs to
be irradiated from a rear of the liquid crystal panel 84. In the
display device 800, the backlight drive circuit 85 drives the
backlight 86 under control by the microcomputer 87 and
thereby light is irradiated on a back side of the liquid crystal
panel 84.

Control of the whole system, including the aforementioned
processes is carried out by the microcomputer 87. As the
video signal (complex color video signal) inputted from the
outside, not only a video signal in accordance with television
broadcast but also a video signal picked up by a camera or
supplied via the Internet line is also usable. In the display
device 800, image display in accordance with various video
signals can be performed.

In displaying an image by the display device 800 in accor-
dance with television broadcast, a tuner section 90 is con-
nected to the display device 800, as shown in FIG. 50. The
tuner section 90 extracts a channel signal to be received from
waves (high-frequency signals) received by an antenna (not
illustrated), and converts the channel signal to an intermediate
frequency signal. The tuner section 90 detects the intermedi-
ate frequency signal, thereby extracting the complex color
video signal Scv as the television signal. The complex color
video signal Scv is inputted to the display device 800 as
described above and an image is displayed by the display
device 800 in accordance with the complex color video signal
Scv.

FIG. 51 is an exploded perspective view showing one
example of mechanical configuration where the display
device of the above configuration is used as a television
receiver. In the example shown in FIG. 51, the present tele-
vision receiver includes, as constituent features thereof, a first
housing 801 and a second housing 806 in addition to the
display device 800. The liquid crystal display device 800 is
arranged such that the first and second housings 801 and 806
hold the display device 800 so as to wrap therein the display
device 800. The first housing 801 has an opening 801« for
transmitting an image displayed on a display device 800. On
the other hand, the second housing 806 covers a back side of
the display device 800. The second housing 806 is provided
with an operating circuit 805 for operating the display device
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800. The second housing 806 is further provided with a sup-
porting member 808 therebelow.

The invention being thus described, it will be obvious that
the same way may be varied in many ways. Such variations
are not to be regarded as a departure from the spirit and scope
of the invention, and all such modifications as would be
obvious to one skilled in the art are intended to be included
within the scope of the following claims.

For convenience of explanation, data signal lines are pro-
vided so as to extend in a column direction and scanning
signal lines are provided so as to extend in a row direction. It
is needless to say that the present invention also encompasses
a configuration in which the screen is rotated by 90 degrees.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The liquid crystal display device of the present invention is
applicable to various display devices such as a monitor for a
personal computer and a television receiver.

The invention claimed is:

1. An active-matrix liquid crystal display device, includ-

ing:

scanning signal lines extending in a row direction;

data signal lines extending in a column direction;

retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction;

a first transistor and a second transistor that are provided
near each of intersections of the scanning signal lines
and the data signal lines and that are connected with each
of the scanning signal lines and each of the data signal
lines; and

pixel regions each including a first sub-pixel electrode and
a second sub-pixel electrode,

the first sub-pixel electrode being connected with the first
transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel elec-
trode and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with different ones of the retention capacitor
lines to form retention capacitors, respectively,

the scanning signal lines being divided into one or more
blocks, and scanning signal lines included in each block
being divided into a first group consisting of odd scan-
ning signal lines and a second group consisting of even
scanning signal lines,

the liquid crystal display device comprising:

a scanning signal driving section for sequentially scan-
ning blocks of scanning signal lines and sequentially
scanning groups of scanning signal lines in each block
such that the scanning signal lines in each block are
interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-
on pulses causing one of the scanning signal lines to
be in a selected state;

a data signal driving section for applying, on the data signal
lines, data signals whose polarities are switched with
predetermined timing; and
a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying,

on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predeter-
mined timing,

the data signal driving section providing a dummy inser-
tion period right after a moment of polarity inversion
of a data signal and causing a polarity of a data signal
applied on a data signal line during the dummy inser-
tion period to be equal to a polarity of a data signal
applied on the data signal line during a horizontal
period right after the dummy insertion period, and
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the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion timing of individual retention
capacitor signals at least in an adjacent line writing
time difference period to be equal among successive
frames, the adjacent line writing time difference
period being a period from a moment of application of
a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that is one of
adjacent two scanning signal lines and that belongs to
a first group or a second group firstly subjected to
application of a gate-on pulse to a moment of appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line that
is the other of the adjacent two scanning signal lines
and that belongs to a second group or a first group
secondly subjected to application of a gate-on pulse,
wherein
the dummy insertion period is a multiple number of a
horizontal period,

the retention capacitor signal driving section gener-
ates m kinds of retention capacitor signals, drives
two retention capacitor lines with one retention
capacitor line therebetween with use of retention
capacitor signals with a same phase, and regards at
least one polarity continuation period as a (kxm)
horizontal period (k is an integer of 1 or more), and

aphase of a retention capacitor signal to be applied on
(n+2(k+1))” retention capacitor line is delayed by
(k+1) horizontal period with respect to a phase of a
retention capacitor signal to be applied on nth
retention capacitor line.

2. An active-matrix liquid crystal display device, includ-

ing:

scanning signal lines extending in a row direction;

data signal lines extending in a column direction;

retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction;

a first transistor and a second transistor that are provided
near each of intersections of the scanning signal lines
and the data signal lines and that are connected with each
of the scanning signal lines and each of the data signal
lines; and

pixel regions each including a first sub-pixel electrode and
a second sub-pixel electrode,

the first sub-pixel electrode being connected with the first
transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel elec-
trode and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with different ones of the retention capacitor
lines to form retention capacitors, respectively,

the scanning signal lines being divided into one or more
blocks, and scanning signal lines included in each block
being divided into a first group consisting of odd scan-
ning signal lines and a second group consisting of even
scanning signal lines,

the liquid crystal display device comprising:

a scanning signal driving section for sequentially scan-
ning blocks of scanning signal lines and sequentially
scanning groups of scanning signal lines in each block
such that the scanning signal lines in each block are
interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-
on pulses causing one of the scanning signal lines to
be in a selected state;

a data signal driving section for applying, on the data
signal lines, data signals whose polarities are
switched with predetermined timing;
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a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying,
on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predeter-
mined timing,
the data signal driving section providing a dummy

insertion period right after a moment of polarity
inversion of a data signal and causing a polarity of
adata signal applied on a data signal line during the
dummy insertion period to be equal to a polarity of
a data signal applied on the data signal line during
a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion
period, and

the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion timing of individual retention
capacitor signals at least in an adjacent line writing
time difference period to be equal among succes-
sive frames, the adjacent line writing time differ-
ence period being a period from a moment of appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line
that is one of adjacent two scanning signal lines and
that belongs to a first group or a second group firstly
subjected to application of a gate-on pulse to a
moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a scan-
ning signal line that is the other of the adjacent two
scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second
group or a first group secondly subjected to appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse; and

a display control circuit for supplying, to the data signal
driving section, a data signal and a data signal appli-
cation control signal for controlling timing with
which the data signal driving section applies the data
signal on a data signal line,

a plurality of video data that respectively correspond
to data signal lines being sequentially supplied
from an external signal source to the display con-
trol circuit with an interval between the plurality of
video data, and

the display control circuit regards certain number of
video data as a set in accordance with polarity
inversion, inserts dummy data at a predetermined
position of the set, assigns a dummy insertion
period to an output of a signal potential correspond-
ing to the dummy data, and assigns a horizontal
period shorter than the interval to an output of a
signal potential corresponding to each video data.

3. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein a product of the number of video data in a set and the
interval is equal to a sum of a whole dummy insertion period
assigned to dummy data in the set and a whole horizontal
period assigned to the video data in the set.

4. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the display control circuit inserts dummy data at a
head of each set.

5. An active-matrix liquid crystal display device, includ-
ing:

scanning signal lines extending in a row direction;

data signal lines extending in a column direction;

retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction;

a first transistor and a second transistor that are provided
near each of intersections of the scanning signal lines
and the data signal lines and that are connected with each
of the scanning signal lines and each of the data signal
lines; and

pixel regions each including a first sub-pixel electrode and
a second sub-pixel electrode,

the first sub-pixel electrode being connected with the first
transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
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nected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel elec-

trode and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-

nected with different ones of the retention capacitor
lines to form retention capacitors, respectively,

the scanning signal lines being divided into one or more
blocks, and scanning signal lines included in each block
being divided into a first group consisting of odd scan-
ning signal lines and a second group consisting of even
scanning signal lines,

the liquid crystal display device comprising:

a scanning signal driving section for sequentially scan-
ning blocks of scanning signal lines and sequentially
scanning groups of scanning signal lines in each block
such that the scanning signal lines in each block are
interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-
on pulses causing one of the scanning signal lines to
be in a selected state;

a data signal driving section for applying, on the data
signal lines, data signals whose polarities are
switched with predetermined timing;

a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying,
on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predeter-
mined timing,
the data signal driving section providing a dummy

insertion period right after a moment of polarity
inversion of a data signal and causing a polarity of
a data signal applied on a data signal line during the
dummy insertion period to be equal to a polarity of
a data signal applied on the data signal line during
a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion
period, and

the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion timing of individual retention
capacitor signals at least in an adjacent line writing
time difference period to be equal among succes-
sive frames, the adjacent line writing time differ-
ence period being a period from a moment of appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line
that is one of adjacent two scanning signal lines and
that belongs to a first group or a second group firstly
subjected to application of a gate-on pulse to a
moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a scan-
ning signal line that is the other of the adjacent two
scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second
group or a first group secondly subjected to appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse; and

a display control circuit for supplying, to the data signal
driving section, a data signal and a data signal appli-
cation control signal for controlling timing with
which the data signal driving section applies the data
signal on a data signal line,

a plurality of video data that respectively correspond
to data signal lines being sequentially supplied
from an external signal source to the display con-
trol circuit with an interval between the plurality of
video data, and

the display control circuit regards certain number of
video data as a set in accordance with polarity
inversion, assigns one or more dummy insertion
periods as well as one horizontal period to an out-
put of a signal potential corresponding to predeter-
mined video data in each set, and assigns a hori-
zontal period shorter than the interval to outputs of
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signal potentials respectively corresponding to
individual video data other than the predetermined
video data in each set.

6. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 5,
wherein a product of the number of video data in each set and
the interval is equal to a sum of a whole horizontal period
assigned to the predetermined video data in each set, a whole
dummy insertion period assigned to the predetermined video
data in each set, and a whole horizontal period assigned to the
individual video data other than the predetermined video data
in each set.

7. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 6,
wherein the predetermined video data in each set is first data
in each set.

8. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the dummy insertion period is shorter than the inter-
val.

9. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the dummy insertion period is equal to one horizon-
tal period.

10. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the dummy insertion period is shorter than one hori-
zontal period.

11. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the dummy insertion period is longer than one hori-
zontal period.

12. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 5,
wherein the dummy insertion period is shorter than the inter-
val.

13. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 5,
wherein the dummy insertion period is equal to one horizon-
tal period.

14. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 5,
wherein the dummy insertion period is shorter than one hori-
zontal period.

15. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim 5,
wherein the dummy insertion period is longer than one hori-
zontal period.

16. An active-matrix liquid crystal display device, includ-
ing:

scanning signal lines extending in a row direction;

data signal lines extending in a column direction;

retention capacitor lines extending in a row direction;

a first transistor and a second transistor that are provided
near each of intersections of the scanning signal lines
and the data signal lines and that are connected with each
of the scanning signal lines and each of the data signal
lines; and

pixel regions each including a first sub-pixel electrode and
a second sub-pixel electrode,

the first sub-pixel electrode being connected with the first
transistor and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with the second transistor, the first sub-pixel elec-
trode and the second sub-pixel electrode being con-
nected with different ones of the retention capacitor
lines to form retention capacitors, respectively,

the scanning signal lines being divided into one or more
blocks, and scanning signal lines included in each block
being divided into a first group consisting of odd scan-
ning signal lines and a second group consisting of even
scanning signal lines,

the liquid crystal display device comprising:

a scanning signal driving section for sequentially scan-
ning blocks of scanning signal lines and sequentially
scanning groups of scanning signal lines in each block
such that the scanning signal lines in each block are
interlace-scanned, so as to sequentially apply gate-on
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pulses on the scanning signal lines, each of the gate-
on pulses causing one of the scanning signal lines to
be in a selected state;
a data signal driving section for applying, on the data
signal lines, data signals whose polarities are
switched with predetermined timing; and
a retention capacitor signal driving section for applying,
on the retention capacitor lines, retention capacitor
signals whose polarities are switched with predeter-
mined timing,
the data signal driving section providing a dummy
insertion period right after a moment of polarity
inversion of a data signal and causing a polarity of
adata signal applied on a data signal line during the
dummy insertion period to be equal to a polarity of
a data signal applied on the data signal line during
a horizontal period right after the dummy insertion
period, and

the retention capacitor signal driving section causing
polarity inversion timing of individual retention
capacitor signals at least in an adjacent line writing
time difference period to be equal among succes-
sive frames, the adjacent line writing time differ-
ence period being a period from a moment of appli-
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cation of a gate-on pulse on a scanning signal line
that is one of adjacent two scanning signal lines and
that belongs to a first group or a second group firstly
subjected to application of a gate-on pulse to a
moment of application of a gate-on pulse on a scan-
ning signal line that is the other of the adjacent two
scanning signal lines and that belongs to a second
group or a first group secondly subjected to appli-
cation of a gate-on pulse,

wherein the retention capacitor signal driving section
provides, in a polarity continuation period of a
retention capacitor signal, a period during which a
first voltage is applied and a period during which a
second voltage of a same polarity as the first volt-
age and with a larger absolute value than the first
voltage is applied.

17. The liquid crystal display device as set forth in claim
16, wherein in accordance with a length of a polarity inver-
sion cycle of a retention capacitor signal, the retention capaci-
tor signal driving section changes at least one of the period in
which the second voltage is applied and timing of applying
the second voltage.
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