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7) ABSTRACT

An apparatus and method for fabricating a liquid crystal
display panel are disclosed. In case of the single mode that
liquid crystal display panels are fabricated with the same
size on a large glass substrate, defective unit liquid crystal
display panels are kept and discarded not to proceed with a
follow-up process. Thus, a material waste is restrained and
a yield can be improved. Meanwhile, in case of the multi-
mode that liquid crystal display panels are fabricated with
difference sizes on a large glass substrate, sub-models are
kept, and then after completing the process for the main
models, a follow-up process if performed on the sub-models.
Thus use efficiency of the glass substrate can be maximized
to improve a productivity and a unit cost of the product can
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR FABRICATING
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY PANEL

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 2002-15970, filed on Mar. 25, 2002,
which is hereby incorporated by reference for all purposes as
if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] 1. Field of the Invention

[0003] The present invention relates to an apparatus and
method for fabricating a liquid crystal display panel, and
more particularly, to an apparatus and method for fabricating
a liquid crystal display panel in which a defective unit liquid
crystal display panel is discarded so that follow-up processes
are not performed on the defective unit liquid crystal display
panel when a single mode that liquid crystal display panels
are fabricated with the same size on a large glass substrate,
and in case of a multi-mode that liquid crystal display panels
are fabricated with different sizes, sub-models are kept to
proceed with a follow-up process.

[0004] 2. Discussion of the Related Art

[0005] 1In general, a liquid crystal display device displays
a desired image by individually supplying a data signal
according to image information to liquid crystal cells
arranged in a matrix form and controlling a light transmit-
tance of the liquid crystal cells.

[0006] An improvement of yield in manufacturing liquid
crystal display devices may be obtained by forming a
plurality of thin film transistor array substrates on a large
mother substrate and a plurality of color filter substrates on
a separate mother substrate. The mother substrates are then
attached. A plurality of unit liquid crystal display panels are
formed from the attached thin film transistor array substrates
and the color filter substrates and separated by cutting.

[0007] Usually, cutting of the unit liquid crystal display
panels is performed such that a predetermined cutting line is
formed on the surface of the mother substrate by using a
wheel with a stronger hardness compared to a glass and
propagating a crack along the cutting predetermined line.

[0008] The liquid crystal display panel will now be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

[0009] FIG. 1 is an exemplary view illustrating a section
of a plurality of unit liquid crystal display panels formed by
attaching a first mother substrate with a plurality of thin film
transistor array substrates formed thereon and a second
mother substrate with color filter substrates formed thereon.

[0010] With reference to FIG. 1, in the unit liquid crystal
display panels, the thin film transistor array substrates 1
protrude to one side compared to the color filter substrates
2, because a gate pad unit (not shown) and a data pad unit
(not shown) are formed at the marginal portion of the thin
film transistor array substrate 1 that does not overlap with
the color filter substrate 2.

[0011] Accordingly, the color filter substrates 2 formed on
the second mother substrate 30 are formed isolated by a
dummy region 31 corresponding to the protruded portion of
the thin film transistor array substrates 1 formed on the first
mother substrate 20.
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[0012] The unit liquid crystal display panels are suitably
disposed such that the area of the first and the second mother
substrates 20 and 30 can be utilized at the maximum, and
though they differ depending on a model, the unit liquid
crystal display panels are usually formed isolated by a
dummy region 32.

[0013] After the first mother substrate 20 with the thin film
transistor array substrates 1 and the second mother substrate
30 with the color filter substrates 2 are attached to each
other, the liquid crystal display panels are individually cut.
At this time, the dummy region 31 formed at the portion
where the color filter substrates 2 of the second mother
substrate are isolated and the dummy region 32 isolating the
unit liquid crystal display panels are simultaneously
removed.

[0014] FIG. 2 is an exemplary view showing a plane
structure of the unit liquid crystal display panel.

[0015] With reference to FIG. 2, the unit liquid crystal
display panel 10 includes an image display unit 13 in which
liquid crystal cells are arranged in a matrix form, a gate pad
part 14 for connecting gate lines (GL1 to GLm) of the image
display unit 13 to a gate driver integrated circuit (not shown)
to which a gate signal is applied, and a data pad part 15 for
connecting data lines (DL1 to DLn) of the image display unit
13 to a data driver integrated circuit (not shown) to which
image information is applied.

[0016] The gate pad part 14 and the data pad part 15 are
formed at marginal portions of the thin film transistor array
substrate 1, which protrude from the short side and the long
side of the thin film transistor array substrate 1 as compared
to the color filter substrate 2.

[0017] Though not shown in detail on the drawing a thin
film transistor for switching the liquid crystal cells is formed
at each of intersectional portions of the data lines DL1 to
DLn and the gate lines GL1 to GLm. The data and gate lines
define pixel or cell regions that include a pixel electrode
connected to the thin film transistor for applying an electric
field to the liquid crystal cells. A passivation film for
protecting the data lines DL1 to DLn and the gate lines GL1
to GLm, thin film transistors and ¢lectrodes is over the thin
film transistor array substrate 1.

[0018] The color filter substrate 2 includes color filters
which are separated from adjacent cell regions by a black
matrix. The color filter substrate also includes a common
electrode, which is a counter electrode of the pixel electrode
formed on the thin film transistor array substrate 1.

[0019] A cell gap is prepared between the thin film tran-
sistor array substrate 1 and the color filter substrate 2 that
they are isolated with a certain space therebetween. The thin
film transistor array substrate 1 and the color filter substrate
2 are attached by a sealant (not shown) formed at an exterior
of the image display unit 13, and a liquid crystal layer (not
shown) is formed in the space between the thin film tran-
sistor array substrate 1 and the color filter substrate 2.

[0020] FIG. 3 is a flow chart of a process for fabricating
the unit liquid crystal display panel.

[0021] As shown in FIG. 3, the process for fabricating the
unit liquid crystal display panel includes fabricating the thin
film transistor array substrates on the first mother substrate
and the color filter substrates on the second mother substrate
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(P1); attaching the first mother substrate and the second
substrate with a certain space maintained therebetween (P2);
cutting the first mother substrate and the second mother
substrate as attached and extracting unit liquid crystal dis-
play panels (P3); and checking the unit liquid crystal display
panels (P4).

[0022] As illustrated in the flow chart of FIG. 4 the step
(P3) for cutting the first and second mother substrates and
extracting unit liquid crystal display panels includes: loading
the first and second mother substrates (S1); cutting the
loaded first and second mother substrates into unit liquid
crystal display panels (S2); checking a cut section of the unit
liquid crystal display panel (S3); grinding a marginal portion
of the unit liquid crystal display panel and cleaning it (S4);
and unloading the unit liquid crystal display panel (S5).

[0023] As shown in FIG. 5, thin film transistor array
substrates 111 are formed on the first mother substrate 110,
and color filter substrates 121 are formed on the second
mother substrate 120.

[0024] The thin film transistor array substrates 111 or the
color filter substrates 121 may be randomly defective due to
an unexpected flaw during any of the fabrication processes.
The defective cases are shown by ‘NG (No Good)” in the
drawing, while ‘G (Good)’ indicates that there is no defect.

[0025] After the first mother substrate 110 and the second
mother substrate 120 are attached, they are cut into the unit
liquid crystal display panels.

[0026] Then, ‘G’-indicated thin film transistor array sub-
strate 111 and ‘G’-indicated color filter substrate 121 may be
attached and cut into a unit liquid crystal display panel,
‘NG’-indicated thin film transistor array substrate 111 and
‘G’-indicated color filter substrate 121 may be attached and
cut into a unit liquid crystal display panel, or ‘G’-indicated
thin film transistor array substrate 111 and ‘NG’-indicated
color filter substrate 121 may be attached and cut into a unit
liquid crystal display panel.

[0027] Among them, the unit liquid crystal display panel
made from the attachment of the ‘NG’-indicated thin film
transistor array substrate 111 and ‘G’-indicated color filter
substrate 121 or the unit liquid crystal display panel made
from the attachment of the G’-indicated thin film transistor
array substrate 111 and ‘NG’-indicated color filter substrate
121 should be discarded because it contains a defect and,
therefore, it should not be used in a product.

[0028] Recent efforts to increase the number of liquid
crystal display panels fabricated on the mother substrates by
enlarging the mother substrate cause more unit liquid crystal
display panels to be defective and thus discarded. The result
is that the unit liquid crystal display panels to be discarded
may be subjected to a grinding, cleaning and final checking
just like the good (not defective) unit liquid crystal display
panels to be used in products.

[0029] That is, in the related art, the unit liquid crystal
display panels to be discarded and the unit liquid crystal
display panels to be products undergo the grinding and
cleaning and are classified into unit liquid crystal display
panels to be discarded and unit liquid crystal display panels
to be products only through the final checking. Therefore,
since even the unit liquid crystal display panels to be
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discarded are subjected to the grinding, cleaning and final
checking, problems arise in that materials are wasted and a
yield is degraded.

[0030] FIG. 6 is an exemplary view showing a plurality of
liquid crystal display panels formed on a large scale mother
substrate.

[0031] As shown in FIG. 6, six liquid crystal display
panels 210 are formed isolated at regular intervals in con-
sideration of the sizes of the mother substrate 200 and the
liquid crystal display panels 210.

[0032] Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 7, if large sized
liquid crystal display panels 220 are desired to be fabricated
from a mother substrate 20 is fixed in size, only three liquid
crystal display panels 220 can be formed on the mother
substrate 200, and the portions of the mother substrate 200
in regions where the liquid crystal display panels 220 are not
formed should be discarded.

[0033] Thus, the use efficiency of the mother substrate 200
is deteriorated, resulting in a degradation of a productivity
and increase in a unit cost of a product.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0034] Therefore, an advantage of the present invention is
to provide an apparatus and method for fabricating a liquid
crystal display panel in which in case of a single mode that
liquid crystal display panels are fabricated with the same
size on a large glass substrate, a defective unit liquid crystal
display panel is discarded so as not to proceed with follow-
up processes, and in case of a multi-mode that liquid crystal
display panels are fabricated with different sizes, sub-mod-
els are kept to proceed with a follow-up process.

[0035] To achieve these and other advantages and in
accordance with the purpose of the present invention, as
embodied and broadly described herein, there is provided a
fabricating apparatus of a liquid crystal display panel includ-
ing an attaching unit attaching a first mother substrate and a
second mother substrate; a cutting unit cutting the first and
second mother substrates into unit liquid crystal display
panels; a checking unit checking for defects in the unit liquid
crystal display panels; a buffering cassette holding a defec-
tive unit liquid crystal display panel; a grinding unit grinding
a marginal portion of the unit liquid crystal display panel;
and a final checking unit checking the unit liquid crystal
display panels.

[0036] To achieve the above object, there is also provided
a method for fabricating of a liquid crystal display panel
including determining whether a liquid crystal display panel
is a single mode or a multi-mode; determining whether a cut
unit liquid crystal display panel is non-defective or defective
in the single mode; sorting out and discarding any defective
unit liquid crystal display panel; grinding a marginal portion
of any non-defective unit liquid crystal display panel; finally
checking the non-defective unit liquid crystal display panel;
determining whether the cut unit liquid crystal display panel
is a main model or a sub-model of the multi-mode; grinding
a marginal portion of the unit liquid-crystal display panel of
the main model; finally checking the unit liquid crystal
display panel of the main model; holding the unit liquid
crystal display panel of the sub-model in a buffering cas-
sette; determining whether the processing of the main model
has been completed; grinding a marginal portion of the unit
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liquid crystal display panel of the sub-model if the process-
ing of the main model has been completed; and finally
checking the unit liquid crystal display panel of the sub-
model.

[0037] To achieve the above object, there is also provided
a method for fabricating of a liquid crystal display panel
including determining whether a liquid crystal display panel
is a single mode or a multi-mode; determining whether a cut
unit liquid crystal display panel is non-defective or defective
in the single mode; sorting out and discarding any defective
unit liquid crystal display panel; grinding a marginal portion
of any non-defective unit liquid crystal display panel; finally
checking the non-defective unit liquid crystal display panel;
determining whether the cut unit liquid crystal display panel
is a main model or a sub-model of the multi-mode; deter-
mining whether a cut unit liquid crystal display panel of the
main model is non-defective or defective; sorting out and
discarding any defective unit liquid crystal display panel of
the main model; grinding a marginal portion of the non-
defective unit liquid crystal display panel of the main model;
finally checking the non-defective unit liquid crystal display
panel of the main model; holding the unit liquid crystal
display panel of the sub-model in a buffering cassette;
determining whether the processing of the main model has
been completed; determining whether a cut unit liquid
crystal display panel of the sub model is non-defective or
defective if the processing of the main model has been
completed; sorting out and discarding any defective unit
liquid crystal display panels of the sub model; grinding a
marginal portion of the non-defective unit liquid crystal
display panel of the sub-model; and finally checking the unit
liquid crystal display panel of the sub-model.

[0038] The foregoing and other features, aspects and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the
present invention when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0039] The accompanying drawings, which are included
to provide a further understanding of the invention and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate embodiments of the invention and together with
the description serve to explain the principles of the inven-
tion.

[0040]

[0041] FIG.1 is an exemplary view illustrating a sectional
of a plurality of unit liquid crystal display panels formed by
attaching a first mother substrate with thin film transistor
array substrates formed thereon and a second mother sub-
strates with color filter substrates formed thereon;

[0042] FIG. 2 is an exemplary view showing a schematic
plan structure of an individually cut unit liquid crystal
display panel,

[0043] FIG. 3 is a brief flow chart of a process of
fabricating the unit liquid crystal display panel;

[0044] FIG. 4 is a detailed flow chart of a process of
cutting the first mother substrate and the second mother
substrate after they have been attached and extracting a unit
liquid crystal display panel of FIG. 3;

In the drawings:
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[0045] FIG. 5 is an exemplary view showing defective
thin film transistor array substrates and defective color filter
substrates formed on the first and second mother substrates;

[0046] FIG. 6 is an exemplary view showing a plurality of
liquid crystal display panel formed on a large mother sub-
strate;

[0047] FIG. 7 is an exemplary view showing relatively
large liquid crystal display panels formed on the mother
substrate of FIG. 6;

[0048] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a fabricating appa-
ratus of a liquid crystal display panel in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

[0049] FIG. 9 is an exemplary view showing a mother
substrate on which liquid crystal display panels with differ-
ence sizes are formed,

[0050] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a fabricating appa-
ratus of a liquid crystal display panel in accordance with
another embodiment of the present invention; and

[0051] FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for fabricating
a liquid crystal display panel in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

[0052] Reference will now be made in detail to the
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

[0053] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fabricating of a liquid crystal display panel in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention.

[0054] As shown in FIG. 8, an apparatus for fabricating a
liquid crystal display panel includes an attaching unit 301
for attaching a first mother substrate with thin film transistor
array substrates formed thereon and a second mother sub-
strate with color filter substrates formed thereon; a cutting
unit 302 for cutting the first and second mother substrates
into unit liquid crystal display panels; a cut section checking
unit 303 for checking the cut section of the cut unit liquid
crystal display panel; a buffering cassette 304 for sorting out
and holding a defective unit liquid crystal display panel (in
case of a single mode in which the unit liquid crystal display
panels are the same in size), and sorting out and holding
sub-model unit liquid crystal display panels (in case of a
multi-mode in which the unit liquid crystal display panels
are different in size); a controller 305 for providing infor-
mation on the single mode and the multi-mode to the
buffering cassette 304; a grinding unit 306 for grinding a
marginal portion of a perfect non-defective unit liquid
crystal display panel in case of the single mode and grinding
a marginal portion of the unit liquid crystal display panel of
amain model in case of the multi-mode; and a final checking
unit 307 for checking the grinding unit liquid crystal display
panels.

[0055] Processes performed in each block of the fabricat-
ing apparatus of a liquid crystal display panel will now be
described in detail.

[0056] First, orientations are performed on the first mother
substrate with thin film transistor array substrates formed
thereon and on the second mother substrate with color filter
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substrates formed thereon. In performing the orientations,
the first mother substrate and the second mother substrate
are loaded into a first process line and a second process line,
respectively, and subjected to cleaning, orientation film
printing, curing, checking and rubbing. After rubbing is
completed, the first and second mother substrates are
unloaded from the first process line and the second process
line.

[0057] The orientation-completed first mother substrate
and second mother substrate are attached by the attaching
unit 301. The attaching process differs depending on forma-
tion methods of a liquid crystal layer.

[0058] Liquid crystal layer formation methods are roughly
divided into a vacuum injection method and a dropping
method. In the vacuum injection method, the first mother
substrate with the thin film transistor array substrates formed
thereon and the second mother substrate with the color filer
substrates formed thereon are attached with a uniform
cell-gap therebetween and cut into unit liquid crystal display
panels. Then, a liquid crystal is filled in a container and a
liquid crystal injection hole provided at one short side of the
unit liquid crystal display panel is put in or comes in contact
with the liquid crystal. Pressure and vacuum are controlled
so the liquid crystal from the container fills the empty space
of the cell-gap between the substrates.

[0059] Thus, in case of adopting the vacuum injection
method, a sealant and a spacer are formed on the first and
second mother substrates and attached before liquid crystal
is provided.

[0060] Meanwhile, in the dropping method, a normal
amount of liquid crystal is dropped on one of first and
second mother substrates and a sealant is formed on the
other substrate in appropriate locations for the unit liquid
crystal display panels to be cut from the mother substrates.
Then, the first mother substrate and the second mother
substrate are pressurized to be attached in a chamber, so that
the dropped liquid crystal can be uniformly distributed over
the unit liquid crystal display panels of the mother sub-
strates. In this respect, the liquid crystal dropping and the
sealant forming can be simultaneously performed at either
one of the first and second mother substrates.

[0061] The first and second mother substrates as attached
are cut into unit liquid crystal display panels by the cutting
unit 302. In this case, referring to the cutting of the first and
second mother substrates, a predetermined cutting line is
formed on the first and second mother substrates by using a
wheel with a high hardness compared to the glass and
propagating a crack along the predetermined cutting line.
The cut section checking unit 303 checks whether a burr
remains on the cut section of the unit liquid crystal display
panel.

[0062] In case of the single mode, the unit liquid crystal
display panels cut by the cutting unit 302 have the same
sizes each other. In case of the multi-mode, the cut unit
liquid crystal display panels have different sizes from each
other.

[0063] As described above with reference to FIG. 6, in
case of the single mode, the six liquid crystal display panels
210 are formed at regular intervals in consideration of the
size of the mother substrate 200 and the liquid crystal
display panel 210.
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[0064] Meanwhile, as also described above with reference
to FIG. 7, in case of fabricating the relatively large sized
liquid crystal display panels 220 in a state that the size of the
mother substrate 200 is limited, only three liquid crystal
display panels 220 can be formed on the mother substrate
200, and in this respect, since the portion of the mother
substrate 200 where the liquid crystal display panel 220 is
not formed must be discarded, the mother substrate 200 is
not used efficiently.

[0065] However, in case of the single-mode, since the cut
unit liquid crystal display panels have the same size as each
other, a follow-up process can be continuously performed.

[0066] In the case of the multi-mode, with reference to
FIG. 9, there are defined a first region 312 where three liquid
crystal display panels 311 with a first size are formed at
regular intervals on the first and second mother substrates
310 and 320 as attached, and a second region 314 where four
liquid crystal display panels 313 with a second size are
formed at regular intervals.

[0067] Thus, since the four liquid crystal display panels
313 with the second size can be fabricated at the portion of
the mother substrates, that otherwise would be discarded in
the case as shown in FIG. 7, the efficiency of the use of the
mother substrates can be maximized.

[0068] However, in such a case, since the individually cut
three unit liquid crystal display panels 311 and four unit
liquid crystal display panels 313 have the difference sizes, a
follow-up process may not be simultaneously performed.

[0069] Thus, in the present invention, in the case of the
multi-mode, the controller 305 provides the corresponding
information to the buffering cassette 304 and controls the
buffering cassette 304 so that the four unit liquid crystal
display panels 313 can be sorted out as sub-models and held
in the buffering cassette 304.

[0070] As for the four unit liquid crystal display panels
313 held in the buffering cassette 304, the controller 305
controls the buffering cassette 304 to proceed with a follow-
up process for them, after a follow-up process for the three
unit liquid crystal display panels 311 as the main models is
completed.

[0071] As mentioned above with reference to FIG. 5, the
unit liquid crystal display panels individually cut by the
cutting unit 302 may be randomly defective due to an
unexpected error during each fabricating process of the thin
film transistor array substrates 111 and the color filter

substrates 121 formed on the first and second mother sub-
strates 110 and 120.

[0072] Then, it may happen that the ‘NG -indicated thin
film transistor array substrate 111 and ‘G’-indicated color
filter substrate 121 are attached to cut into a unit liquid
crystal display panel or ‘G’-indicated thin film transistor
array substrate 111 and the ‘NG’-indicated color filter sub-
strate 121 are attached to cut into a unit liquid crystal display
panel.

[0073] Insuch acase, the unit liquid crystal display panels
cannot be used in a product, and are unavoidably discarded.

[0074] In the related art, the unit liquid crystal display
panels to be discarded undergo the grinding, cleaning and
final checking likewise the unit liquid crystal display panels
to be made products.
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[0075] Comparatively, however, in the present invention,
in case of the single mode, the controller 305 provides the
corresponding information to the buffering cassette 304 and
controls the buffering cassette 304 to sort out the unit liquid
crystal display panels to be discarded, hold them therein and
then discard them.

[0076] Thus, no follow-up process is performed on the
unit liquid crystal display panels to be discarded.

[0077] Meanwhile, in case of the single mode, the mar-
ginal portions of the non-defective unit liquid crystal display
panels are ground by the grinding unit 306 and checked by
the final checking unit 307.

[0078] Meanwhile, in case of the multi-mode, the mar-
ginal portions of the main-model unit liquid crystal display
panels are ground by the grinding unit 306, checked by the
final checking unit 307, and then the marginal portions of the
sub-model unit liquid crystal display panels are ground by
the grinding unit 306 and checked by the final checking unit
307.

[0079] FIG. 10 is a block diagram of an apparatus for
fabricating of a liquid crystal display panel in accordance
with another embodiment of the present invention.

[0080] As shown in FIG. 10, an apparatus for fabricating
a liquid crystal display panel includes an attaching unit 301
for attaching a first mother substrate with thin film transistor
array substrates formed thereon and a second mother sub-
strate with color filter substrates formed thereon; a cutting
unit 302 for cutting the first and second mother substrates
into unit liquid crystal display panels; a cut section checking
unit 303 for checking the cut section of the cut unit liquid
crystal display panel; a first buffering cassette for sorting out
and holding sub-model unit liquid crystal display panels (in
case of a multi-mode in which the unit liquid crystal display
panels are different in size); a second buffering cassette 308
for sorting out and holding a defective unit liquid crystal
display panel (in case of a single mode in which the unit
liquid crystal display panels are the same in size); a con-
troller 305 for providing information on the single mode and
the multi-mode to the first buffering cassette 304; a grinding
unit 306 for grinding a marginal portion of a perfect non-
defective unit liquid crystal display panel in case of the
single mode and grinding a marginal portion of the umit
liquid crystal display panel of a main model in case of the
multi-mode; and a final checking unit 307 for checking the
grinding unit liquid crystal display panels.

[0081] FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method for fabricating
a liquid crystal display panel in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

[0082] As shown in FIG. 11, a fabricating method of a
liquid crystal display panel includes determining whether a
cut unit liquid crystal display panel is in a single mode or a
multi-mode (S101), determining whether a cut unit liquid
crystal display panel is non-defective or defective in case of
the single mode (S102), sorting out and discarding defective
unit liquid crystal display panels (S103), grinding a marginal
portion of the non-defective unit liquid crystal display panel
(S104), finally checking the unit liquid crystal display panel
with the marginal portion ground (S105), determining
whether the cut unit liquid crystal display panel is a main
model or a sub-model in case of the multi-mode (5106),
grinding a marginal portion of the unit liquid crystal display
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panel in case of the main model (S107), finally checking the
unit liquid crystal display panel of the main model with the
marginal portion ground (S108), holding the sub-model unit
liquid crystal display panels in buffering cassette (S109),
determining whether the process of the main model has been
completed (S110), grinding a marginal portion of the sub-
model unit liquid crystal display panel if the process of the
main model has been completed (S111), and finally checking
the sub-model unit liquid crystal display panel with the
marginal portion ground (S112).

[0083] The apparatus and method for fabricating a liquid
crystal display panel of the present invention have the
following advantages.

[0084] That is, in case of the single mode that liquid
crystal display panels are fabricated with the same size on a
large glass substrate, defective unit liquid crystal display
panels are held and discarded so as not to proceed with a
follow-up process. Thus, a material waste is reduced, and
yield is improved.

[0085] Meanwhile, in case of the multi-mode that liquid
crystal display panels are fabricated with difference sizes on
a large glass substrate, sub-models are held, and then after
completing the process for the main models, a follow-up
process is performed on the sub-models. Thus, efficient use
of the glass substrate can be maximized to improve produc-
tivity, and a cost of the product can be reduced.

[0086] As the present invention may be embodied in
several forms without departing from the spirit or essential
characteristics thereof, it should also be understood that the
above-described embodiments are not limited by any of the
details of the foregoing description, unless otherwise speci-
fied, but rather should be construed broadly within its spirit
and scope as defined in the appended claims, and therefore
all changes and modifications that fall within the meets and
bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such meets and
bounds are therefore intended to be embraced by the
appended claims.

1. An apparatus for fabricating of a liquid crystal display
panel comprising:

an attaching unit attaching a first mother substrate and a
second mother substrate;

a cutting unit cutting the first and second mother sub-
strates into unit liquid crystal display panels;

a checking unit checking for defects in the unit liquid
crystal display panels;

a buffering cassette holding a defective unit liquid crystal
display panel;

a grinding unit grinding a marginal portion of the unit
liquid crystal display panel; and

a final checking unit checking the unit liquid crystal
display panels.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first mother
substrate includes thin film transistor array substrates.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second mother
substrate includes color filter substrates.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a liquid crystal is
applied on one of the first and second mother substrates, and
a sealant is formed on the other mother substrate.
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5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a liquid crystal and
a sealant are dropped on one of the first and second mother
substrates.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the unit liquid crystal
display panels include a single mode having all substantially
the same sizes.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the unit liquid crystal
display panels include multi-modes having at least two
different sizes.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising another
buffering cassette holding unit liquid crystal display panels
of one of the at least two different sizes.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a con-
troller controlling the buffering cassette according to
whether one of the first and second mother substrates is one
of single mode and multi-mode having a main model and a
sub-model.
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10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the controller
controls the buffering cassette to discard a defective unit
liquid crystal display panel of the single mode.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the controller
controls the buffering cassette to transmit the unit liquid
crystal display panel of the sub-model to the grinding unit.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the grinding unit
includes grinding of non-defective unit liquid crystal display
panels.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the grinding unit
includes grinding one of a main model and a sub-model if
one of the first and second mother substrates is in a multi-
mode.

14-20. (canceled)
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