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57) ABSTRACT

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display, which
is used for a display section of an electronic apparatus, and it
is an object thereof is to provide a liquid crystal display
having an excellent display characteristic. The liquid crystal
display has a TFT substrate and an opposite substrate, which
are provided opposite to the surface thereof and a liquid
crystal layer, which is sealed between the both substrates. A
pixel range, which is defined by a gate bus line and a drain bus
line and is disposed on the TFT substrate, has a sub-pixel A to
which a gradation voltage for driving the liquid crystal layer
is applied, and a sub-pixel. B which is formed separated from
the sub-pixel A and to which a voltage lower than the grada-
tion voltage is applied. On the opposite substrate, linear pro-
trusions are formed so as to regulate the direction of align-
ment of a liquid crystal molecular of the liquid crystal layer.
An arrangement interval wl (=wla) of the linear protrusion
within the sub-pixel A is formed so as to be shorter than an
arrangement interval w2 (=(w2a+w2b)/2) of each of the lin-
ear protrusions within the sub-pixel B.

21 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display,
which is used for a display section of an electronic apparatus.

2. Description of the Related Art

A liquid crystal display has been used as a display section
of a notebook computer, a TV receiver, a monitor for a per-
sonal computer, and a projector or the like. In recent years, a
large-screen liquid crystal display panel has been manufac-
tured and the demand of the liquid crystal display has been
rapidly increased as the display section of the TV receiver.
Therefore, the liquid crystal display is required for a higher
visual quality. However, the liquid crystal display of a TN
(Twisted Nematic) system, which was predominant display in
the past, has a problem that it is difficult to obtain a display
characteristic as the display section of the TV receiver
because its viewing angle characteristics is not satisfactory.
Therefore, in recent years, in order to obtain wide viewing
angle characteristics, the technologies other than the TN sys-
tem have been used for the liquid crystal display. One of these
technologies is a technology referred to as a MVA (Multi-
domain Vertical Alignment) system. In this MVA system,
vertically aligning a liquid crystal molecular on a substrate
when applying no voltage, if a voltage is applied to the liquid
crystal, the alignment of the liquid crystal molecular is
defined by a protrusion formed on the substrate or a slit
provided on a transparent electrode (ITO).

Generally, in a vertical alignment system of vertically
aligning the liquid molecular on the substrate, it has been
known that an optical characteristic measured from an
oblique direction about a normal line of a display screen is
different from the optical characteristic in the normal line.
Particularly, a gradation luminance characteristic viewed
from the oblique direction, which is parallel or perpendicular
1o a polarizing axis is largely deviated from a gradation lumi-
nance characteristic viewed from a square direction.

In order to solve this problem, a liquid crystal display
having a pixel structure including a pixel electrode that is
electrically connected to a source electrode of a thin film
transistor (TFT) for a pixel and a pixel electrode that is
divided from that pixel electrode and is insulated from the
source electrode has been known, According to this liquid
display, a capacitance is formed by a pixel electrode that is
msulated form the source electrode, the source electrode, and
an insulation film sandwiched between the both electrodes.
The pixel electrode insulated from the source electrode is
driven by this capacitance.

FIG. 7 shows a structure of one pixel of a liquid crystal
display having a pixel structure including divided two pixel
electrodes. As shown in FIG. 7, a plurality of gate bus lines
106 and a plurality of drain bus lines 108 intersecting with the
gate bus line 106 via an insulation film (not illustrated) are
formed on a glass substrate 103. In the vicinity of the inter-
section of the gate bus line 106 and the drain bus line 108, a
TFT 110 formed for each pixel is arranged. A part of the gate
bus line 106 serves as a gate electrode (G) of the TFT 110. On
the gate bus line 106, an operational semiconductor layer of
the TFT 110 and a channel protective film (both of which are
not illustrated) are formed via the insulation film. On the
channel protective film of the TFT 110 above the gate elec-
trode (G), a drain electrode (D) along with an n-type impurity
semiconductor layer (not shown) underlying the same and a
source electrode (S) along with an n-type impurity semicon-
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ductor layer (not shown) underlying the same are formed, the
electrodes facing each other with a predetermined gap left
between them.

In addition, a storage capacitor bus line 114 is formed
across pixel regions defined by the gate bus lines 106 and the
drain bus line 108 so as to be extended in parallel with the gate
bus line 106. A storage capacitor electrode (intermediate elec-
trode) 116 is formed above the storage capacitor bus line 114
for each pixel via an insulation film. The storage capacitor
electrode 116 is electrically connected to the source electrode
(S) of the TFT 110 through a control electrode 111. A storage
capacitor Cs is formed by the storage capacitor bus line 114,
the storage capacitor electrode 116, and the insulation film
sandwiched between them.

A pixel region defined by gate bus lines 106 and drain bus
lines 108 is divided into a sub-pixel A and a sub-pixel B. For
example, the sub-pixel A, which has a trapezoidal shape, is
disposed on the left side of a central part of the pixel region,
and the sub-pixel B is disposed in upper and lower parts of the
pixel region and at the right end of the central part excluding
the region of the sub-pixel A. For example, the disposition of
the sub-pixels A and B in the pixel region is substantially line
symmetric about the storage capacitor bus line 114. A pixel
electrode 121 is formed at the sub-pixel A, and a pixel elec-
trode 123, which is separated from the pixel electrode 121, is
formed at the sub-pixel B. The pixel electrodes 121 and 123
are both constituted by a transparent conductive film such as
an ITO. An inter-electrode slit 126 is formed between the
pixel electrode 121 and the pixel electrode 123. The inter-
electrode slit 126 is formed within the pixel region.

The pixel electrode 121 is electrically connected to the
storage capacitor electrode 116 and a source electrode (S) of
the TFT 110 through a contact hole 118, on which a protective
film (not illustrated) is opened. The pixel electrode 123 has a
region which overlaps the control electrode 111 via the pro-
tective film and the insulation film. In the same area, a capaci-
tance (a control capacitor) Cc is formed by the control elec-
trode 111, the pixel electrode 123, and the protective film
sandwiched between the electrodes 111 and 123.

A common electrode (not illustrated) is formed on an
opposite glass substrate (not shown) provided opposite to the
glass substrate 103. A linear protrusion 112¢ serving as an
alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction of
alignment of a liquid crystal is formed, which protrudes from
the opposite glass substrate and is formed in a V-shape above
the pixel electrode 121 on the left side of the central part of the
pixel region. The linear protrusion 112a is formed so as to be
substantially line symmetric about the storage capacitor bus
line 114. In addition, a linear protrusion 1125 is formed at a
position opposite to the control electrode 111 that extends
obliquely in the drawing. Further, a linear protrusion 112¢ is
formed so as to protrude from the opposite glass substrate in
aposition in which it is substantially line symmetric with the
linear protrusion 1124 about the storage capacitor bus line
114.

An arrangement interval w1 ofthe linear protrusion 112a at
the sub-pixel A and arrangement intervals w2 of the linear
protrusions 1125 and 112¢ at the sub-pixel B are formed so as
to be substantially the same lengths. In FIG. 7, the arrange-
ment interval wl the interval is between the edge of the
inter-electrode slit 126 and the edge of the linear protrusion
1124 that is arranged within the sub-pixel A in adjacent to the
inter-electrode slit 126. In the same way, the arrangement
interval w2 is the interval between the edge of the inter-
electrode slit 126 and each of the edges of the linear protru-
sions 1125 and 112¢ that are arranged within the sub-pixel B
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in adjacent to the inter-electrode slit 126. For example, the
arrangement intervals wl and w2 are formed at 25 um.

At the sub-pixel A, a liquid crystal capacitance Clcl is
formed between the pixel electrode 121, the common elec-
trode, and the liquid crystal sandwiched between the both
electrodes. At the sub-pixel B, a liquid crystal capacitance
Clc2 is formed between the pixel electrode 123, the common
electrode, and the liquid crystal sandwiched between the both
electrodes. The liquid crystal capacitance Clc2 is series-con-
nected to the control capacitor Cc between the glass substrate
103 and the opposite glass substrate.

When the TFT 110 is turned on, the electric potentials of
the source electrode (S) and the control electrode 111 are the
same as that of a gradation voltage V,, applied to the data bus
line 108, and at the same time, the electric potential of the
pixel electrode 121 electrically connected is also the same as
that of the gradation voltage V. To the liquid crystal capaci-
tance Clcl, a voltage depending on the electric potential
difference applied between the pixel electrode 121 and the
common electrode is applied. For example, assuming that the
voltage applied to the common electrode is 0'V, the voltage to
be applied to the liquid crystal capacitance Clc1 becomes a
gradation voltage V,, (=V -0 V). On the other hand, to the
pixel electrode 123 that is electrically insulated, the voltage
obtained by dividing the gradation voltage V, according to
the capacity ratio between the liquid crystal capacitance Clc2
and the control capacitor Cc is applied. The voltage to be
applied to the liquid crystal capacitance Clc2, namely, a volt-
age V, to be applied between the common electrode and the
pixel electrode 123 can be expressed as follows:

¥ =Vpx{Ce/(Clc2+Cc)} 1)

When applying the gradation voltage V ,, while the grada-
tion voltage V, is applied to the pixel electrode 121, the
voltage V, that is lower than the gradation voltage V, is
applied to the pixel electrode 123. Therefore, the gradation
voltage V, in which the liquid crystal located at the sub-pixel
B starts to incline from the initial state is higher than the
gradation voltage V, in which the liquid crystal located at the
sub-pixel A starts to incline from the initial state. Thus, there
is a difference in a threshold voltage (the voltage that the
liquid crystal starts to incline from the initial state) between
the pixel electrode 121 that is electrically connected to the
source electrode (S) and the pixel electrode 123 that is insu-
lated with the source electrode (8). As a result, the luminance
gradation characteristic in the oblique direction of the liquid
crystal display has been remarkably improved.

FIG. 8 is a graph showing a luminance characteristic (a
gradation luminance characteristic) to an input gradation of
the liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 7. In the drawing, a
horizontal axis represents the input gradation (gray scale) and
a vertical axis represents the luminance (T/Twhite), which is
standardized at the luminance (Twhite) upon a white display.
In the drawing, a curved line represented by a solid line
represents a gradation luminance characteristic at a direction
vertical to the display screen of the liquid crystal display
shown in FIG. 7 (hereinafter, referred to as “a square direc-
tion”) and a curved line connecting black boxes represents a
gradation luminance characteristic in a direction at an azi-
muth angle of 90° and a polar angle of 60° to the display
screen (hereinafter referred to as “an oblique direction”). In
the drawing, the curved line connecting black triangles rep-
resents a gradation luminance characteristic in the oblique
direction of the liquid crystal display in the conventional
vertical alignment system in which the pixel electrode is not
divided as a comparative example. In this case, the azimuth
angle is defined as an angle that is measured in a counter-
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clockwise direction with reference to the direction to the right
of the display screen. A polar angle is an angle to a line
vertical to the center of the display screen.

As shown in FIG. 8, in the gradation luminance character-
istic in the square direction, the more the input gradation is,
the more the luminance is flatly increased and the curved line
showing this characteristic is convex downward. On the con-
trary, in the gradation luminance characteristic in the oblique
direction of the conventional liquid crystal display, the lumi-
nance in the oblique direction is higher than the luminance in
the square direction in the range of gradation levels about 0 to
210, however, the luminance in the oblique direction is lower
than the luminance in the square direction in the range gra-
dation levels about 210 and over. On the curved line showing
the gradation luminance characteristic in the oblique direc-
tion of the conventional liquid crystal display, a part that is
largely convex upward and a part that is concave downward
are mixed. As a result, when the display screen of the con-
ventional liquid crystal display is seen from the oblique direc-
tion, the luminance difference between the input gradations is
made small and this leads to generation of missing of gray
scale or extending of gray scale and for example, the color of
the image appears more whitish.

However, the luminance in the oblique direction of the
liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 7 is higher than the
luminance in the square direction across the all gradations.
On the curved line showing the gradation luminance charac-
teristic in the oblique direction of the liquid crystal display
shown in FIG. 7, a part that is largely convex upward and a
part that is concave downward are not mixed differently from
the curved line showing the gradation luminance character-
istic of the conventional liquid crystal display. Therefore,
even when the display screen of the liquid crystal display
shown in FIG. 7 is seen from the oblique direction, death and
spread in the gradation are not generated and it is possible to
prevent the color of the image from appearing more whitish.
In this way, the gradation luminance characteristic in the
oblique direction of the liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 7
has been remarkably improved as compared to that of the
conventional liquid crystal display in which the pixel elec-
trode is not divided. Further, in the liquid crystal display
having the sub-pixels A and B in one pixel, it is preferable to
make the ideal applied voltage of the sub-pixel B atthe side of
the high threshold voltage about 0.6 to 0.8 times of the applied
voltage at the side of the low threshold voltage of the sub-
pixel A.

[Patent document 1] JP-A-2004-134954

[Patent document 2] JP-A-2004-071178

[Patent document 3] JP-A-2004-265552

[Patent document 4] JP-A-2003-149647

The gradation luminance characteristic in the oblique
direction is improved by the pixel structure of FIG. 7. How-
ever, since the voltage applied to the liquid crystal arranged at
the sub-pixel B is decreased than the gradation voltage V, as
shown in the expression (1), the luminance of the display
screen has been decreased. In order to control this lowering of
the luminance at the minimum, in the liquid crystal display
shown in FIG. 7, the gradation voltage V, (a white voltage)
for displaying white by the conventional liquid crystal display
is set higher. However, this involves a problem shat a response
speed of the liquid crystal is delayed when the white voltage
is set higher.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention is to provide a liquid
crystal display having an excellent display characteristic.
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The above-described object is achieved by a liquid crystal
display including: an array substrate; an opposite substrate,
which is provided opposite to the array substrate; a liquid
crystal, which is sealed between the array substrate and the
opposite substrate; a plurality of pixel ranges formed on the
array substrate in a matrix and including a first sub-pixel, to
which a gradation voltage for driving the liquid crystal is
applied, and a second sub-pixel, which is formed separated
from the first sub-pixel and to which a voltage lower than the
gradation voltage is applied; and an alignment regulating
structure for regulating the direction of alignment of the lig-
uid crystal, which is formed so that its arrangement interval is
different in the first sub-pixel and the second-sub pixel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a schematic configuration of a
liquid crystal display according to a first embodiment of the
mvention;

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are views showing the configuration
of one pixel of the liquid crystal display according to the first
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 isaview showing a relation between a white voltage
and a rising response time tr of a liquid crystal of the liquid
crystal in the liquid crystal display according to the first
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a view showing a relation between a height of a
linear protrusion and the rising response time tr of the liquid
crystal in the liquid crystal of the liquid crystal display
according to the first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a view showing a relation between each slit width
of first and second pixel electrode slits, first and second com-
mon electrode slits or an inter-electrode slit and the rising
response timetr of the liquid crystal in the liquid crystal of the
liquid crystal display according to the first embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 6 is a view showing the configuration of one pixel of
a liquid crystal display of a modified example of the first
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a view showing the configuration of one pixel of
a conventional liquid crystal display; and

FIG. 8 is a view showing a luminance characteristic to an
input gradation of the conventional liquid crystal display
shown in FIG. 7.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to FIGS. 1 to 6, a liquid crystal display
according to a first embodiment of the invention will be
described below. At first, the configuration of the liquid crys-
tal display according to the present embodiment will be
described employing FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a view showing a
schematic configuration of a liquid crystal display according
1o a first embodiment of the invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the
liquid crystal display includes a TFT substrate 2 having gate
bus lines and drain bus lines formed across each other with an
insulation film interposed between them and a TFT as a
switching element formed at each pixel. In addition, the liquid
crystal display is provided with an opposite substrate 4 on
which a color filter (CF) and a common electrode are formed
and a liquid crystal composition sealed between the both
substrates 2 and 4, for example, of which dielectric anisotropy
is negative (A&=-3.5). The TFT substrate 2 and the opposite
substrate 4 are oppositely arranged, for example, at 4 pm. On
a boundary face between the liquid crystal composition and
the both substrates 2 and 4, a vertical alignment film is
formed, respectively. Thereby, a liquid crystal molecular of
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the liquid crystal composition when no voltage is applied is
aligned substantially perpendicularly to the substrate.

The TFT substrate 2 is connected to a gate bus line driving
circuit 80 mounted a driver IC for driving a plurality of gate
bus lines and a drain bus line driving circuit 82 mounted a
driver IC for driving a plurality of drain bus lines. These
driving circuits 80 and 82 output scan signals and data signals
to predetermined gate bus lines and drain bus lines based on
predetermined signals output by a control circuit 84. A polar-
izer 87 is provided on a surface of the TFT substrate 2 oppo-
site to the surface thereof on which the TFT elements are
formed, and a polarizer 86 is provided on a surface of the
opposite substrate 4 opposite to the surface thereof on which
the common electrode is formed, the polarizer 86 being in a
crossed Nicols relationship with the polarizer 87. A backlight
unit 88 is provided on a surface of the polarizer 87 opposite to
the surface thereof on the side of the TFT substrate 2.

FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B are views showing the configuration
of one pixel of the liquid crystal display according to the first
embodiment of the invention. FIG. 2A shows the configura-
tion of one pixel among a plurality of pixels formed in a
matrix with an array substrate 10 made of an insulation mate-
rial such as a glass material seen in a normal line direction.
FIG. 2B shows a section cut at an X-X line shown in FIG. 2A.
As shown in FIG. 2A and FIG. 2B, aplurality of gate bus lines
12 and a plurality of drain bus lines 14 formed across with the
gate bus lines 12 are formed on the array substrate 10 via an
insulating film 30.In the vicinity of the intersection of the gate
bus lines 12 and the drainbus lines 14, a TFT 20 as a switching
element formed for each pixel is arranged. A part of the gate
bus line 12 serves as a gate electrode (G) of the TFT20. On the
gate bus line 12, an operational semiconductor layer of the
TFT 20 and a channel protective film (both of which are not
illustrated) are formed via the insulation film. On the channel
protective film of the TFT 20 above the gate electrode (G), a
drain electrode (D) along with an n-type impurity semicon-
ductor layer (not shown) underlying the same and a source
electrode (S) along with an n-type impurity semiconductor
layer (not shown) underlying the same are formed, the elec-
trodes facing each other with a predetermined gap left
between them.

In addition, a storage capacitor bus line 18 is formed across
pixel regions defined by the gate bus lines 12 and the drain bus
line 14 so as to extend in parallel with the gate bus line 12. A
storage capacitor electrode (intermediate electrode) 19 is
formed above the storage capacitor bus line 18 for each pixel
via an insulation film 30. The storage capacitor electrode 19 is
electrically connected to the source electrode (S) of the TFT
20 through a control electrode 25. A storage capacitor Cs is
formed by the storage capacitor bus line 18, the storage
capacitor electrode 19, and the insulation film 30 sandwiched
between them.

A pixel region defined by gate bus lines 12 and drain bus
lines 14 is having a sub-pixel (a first sub-pixel) A to which a
gradation voltage V , (a voltage corresponding to a gradation
value of the input image data) for driving a liquid crystal layer
6 is applied and a sub-pixel (a second sub-pixel) B which is
separated from the sub-pixel A and to which a voltage lower
than the gradation voltage V, is applied. The liquid crystal
display is designed such that the area ratio between a sub-
pixel A and a sub-pixel B is, for example, 4:6. For example,
the sub-pixel A, which has a trapezoidal shape, is disposed on
the left side of a central part of the pixel region, and the
sub-pixel B is disposed in upper and lower parts of the pixel
region and at the right end of the central part excluding the
region of the sub-pixel A. For example, the disposition of the
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sub-pixels A and B in the pixel region is substantially line
symmetric about the storage capacitor bus line 18.

A pixel electrode (a first pixel electrode) 16 is formed at the
sub-pixel A, and a pixel electrode (a second pixel electrode)
17, which is separated from the pixel electrode 16, is formed
at the sub-pixel B. The pixel electrodes 16 and 17 are both
constituted by a transparent conductive film such as an ITO.
An inter-electrode slit 46 is formed between the pixel elec-
trode 16 and the pixel electrode 17. The inter-electrode slit 46
is extended obliquely to the end of the pixel region, the
inter-electrode slit 46 is formed within the pixel regionat a slit
width, for example, from 6 pm to 12 um. The inter-electrode
slit 46 also serves as an alignment regulating structure for
regulating the direction of alignment of liquid crystal mol-
ecules of the liquid crystal layer 6, which is disposed at the
side of the TFT substrate 2.

InFIG. 2A, pixel electrode cut ranges 48a and 484 in which
the angle of the pixel electrode 17 is cut are formed upper
right and lower right of the sub-pixel B, respectively. Sides
where the pixel electrode cut ranges 48a and 485 contact the
pixel electrode 17 respectively (edge portions of the pixel
electrode cut ranges 48« and 485) are located in parallel with
the inter-electrode slit 46, respectively to be extended
obliquely to the pixel range end portion. The pixel electrode
cut ranges 48a and 484 also serves as the alignment regulating
structure for regulating the direction of alignment at the sub-
pixel B.

The pixel electrode 16 is electrically connected to the stor-
age capacitor electrode 19 and a source electrode (S) of the
TFT 20 through a contact hole 24, on which a protective film
32 is opened. Thereby, the pixel electrode 16 is connected to
the TFT 20. The pixel electrode 17 has a region which over-
laps the control electrode 25 via the protective film 32. In the
same area, a capacitance (a control capacitor) Cc is formed by
the control electrode 25, the pixel electrode 17, and the pro-
tective film 32 sandwiched between the both electrodes 17
and 25. The pixel electrode 17 is connected to the TFT 20 by
capacity coupling through the control capacitor Cc and the
pixel electrode 17 is in an electrical floating state.

On an opposite insulation substrate 11 made of an insula-
tion material such as a glass material and provided opposite to
an array substrate 10, a CF resin layer 40 and a common
electrode 42 are formed in this order. A V-shaped linear pro-
trusion (a bank-shaped structure) 44a serving as an alignment
regulating structure for regulating the direction of alignment
of liquid crystal molecules of the liquid crystal layer 6 is
formed so as to protrude from the opposite insulation sub-
strate 11 and be arranged on the pixel electrode 16 on the left
side of the central part of the pixel region. The linear protru-
sion 44a is substantially line symmetric about the storage
capacitor bus line 18. In addition, a linear protrusion (a bank-
shaped structure) 445 is formed at a position opposite to the
control electrode 25 which is obliquely extended in FIG. 2A.
Further, a linear protrusion (a bank-shaped structure) 44c is
formed so as to protrude from the opposite insulation sub-
strate 11. The linear protrusion 44c is substantially line sym-
metric with the linear protrusion 444 about the storage
capacitor bus line 18. The liner protrusions 44a, 44b, and 44¢
are made of, for example, a dielectric material.

An arrangement interval (a first arrangement interval) w1
the alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction
of alignment at the sub-pixel A and an arrangement interval
w2 of (a second arrangement interval) of the alignment regu-
lating structure for regulating the direction of alignment at the
sub-pixel B are formed so as to be different lengths. The
arrangement interval wl is the average value of structure
intervals of the adjacent alignment regulating structures for
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regulating the direction of alignment in the sub-pixel A and
the intervals of the alignment regulating structures for regu-
lating the direction of alignment in adjacent to the inter-
electrode slit 46 and the edge portion of the inter-electrode slit
46. According to the present embodiment, since the align-
ment regulating structure for regulating the direction of align-
ment formed in the sub-electrode A is only the liner protru-
sion 44a, the arrangement interval wl is an interval wla
between the edge portion of the liner protrusion 44a and the
edge portion of the inter-electrode slit 46.

On the other hand, the arrangement interval w2 is an aver-
age value of structure intervals of the adjacent alignment
regulating structures for regulating the direction of alignment
in the sub-pixel B and the intervals of the alignment regulat-
ing structures for regulating the direction of alignment in
adjacent to the inter-electrode slit 46 and the edge portion of
the inter-electrode slit 46. According to the present embodi-
ment, the alignment regulating structure for regulating the
direction of alignment formed in the sub-electrode B is the
linear protrusions 445, 44¢ and the pixel electrode cut ranges
48a and 48b. Therefore, the arrangement interval w2 is the
average value (wW2=(w2a+w2b)/2) between a structure inter-
val w2a between each of the edge portions of the linear
protrusions 44 and 44¢ and each of the edge portions of the
pixel electrode cut ranges 48a and 485 and an interval w2b
between the edge portion of the inter-electrode slit 46 and the
edge portions of the linear protrusions 44b and 44c.

The arrangement interval w1 is formed so as to be shorter
than the arrangement interval w2. For example, the arrange-
ment interval wl is formed in 20 um and the arrangement
interval w2 is formed in 25 um. The arrangement interval w1
is formed so as to be shorter than the arrangement interval w2
by 5 um.

As described later, if the arrangement interval of the align-
ment regulating structure for regulating the direction of align-
ment is made shorter, the alignment regulating force of liquid
crystal molecules of the liquid crystal layer 6 is made stronger
and this makes it possible to increase the response speed of
theliquid crystal layer 6. Accordingly. by making the arrange-
ment interval w1 in the sub-pixel A to which a relatively high
voltage is applied shorter, the response speed of the liquid
crystal layer 6 of the liquid crystal display of the present
embodiment can be increased than the response speed of the
liquid crystal layer 6 of the conventional liquid crystal dis-
play.

In addition, an interval w2a between the linear protrusion
44b and the pixel electrode cut range 48a is substantially the
same as an interval w2b between the linear protrusion 445 and
the edge portion of the inter-electrode slit 46. Thereby, the
liquid crystal molecular is aligned so as to be substantially
symmetric about the linear protrusion 44b. In the same way,
an interval w2a between the linear protrusion 44¢ and the
pixel electrode cut range 485 is substantially the same as the
interval w2b between the linear protrusion 44¢ and the edge
portion of the inter-electrode slit 46. Thereby, the liquid crys-
tal molecular is aligned so as to be substantially symmetric
about the linear protrusion 44c.

As shown in FIG. 2B, a height h1 from the top of the linear
protrusion dda formed within the sub-pixel A to the common
electrode 42 is formed so as to be lower than a height h2 of the
linear protrusion 445 formed within the sub-pixel B. For
example, the height h1 of the linear protrusion 44« is formed
so as to be 1.0 um and the height h2 of the linear protrusion
44b is formed so as to be 1.4 pm. The height h2 of the linear
protrusion 44c is also formed so as to be 1.4 um in the same
way as the linear protrusion 44b (its illustration is herein
omitted). Further, the linear protrusions 44a, 44b, and ddc
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may be formed so as to be the same heights unless the height
h1 of the linear protrusion 44a is formed so as to be higher
than the heights h2 of the linear protrusions 445 and 44c. The
linear protrusions 44a, 445, and 44¢ may be formed in the
range from 0.7 um to 1.4 pm.

As described later, the height of the linear protrusion is
made lower, the voltage applied between the linear protrusion
and the substrate opposite to the linear protrusion (the TFT
substrate or the opposite substrate) is made higher. Therefore,
the alignment regulating force of the liquid crystal molecular
ofthe liquid crystal layer 6 is made larger, the response speed
of the liquid crystal layer 6 can be increased. As a result, by
making the height h1 of the linear protrusion 44a to which a
relatively high voltage is applied lower, the response speed of
the liquid crystal layer 6 of the liquid crystal display of the
present embodiment can be increased than the response speed
of the liquid crystal layer 6 of the conventional liquid crystal
display.

At the sub-pixel A, a liquid crystal capacitance Clcl is
formed by the pixel electrode 16, the common electrode 42,
and the liquid crystal layer 6 sandwiched between the both
electrodes 16 and 42. At the sub-pixel B, a liquid crystal
capacitance Clc2 is formed by the pixel electrode 17, the
common electrode 42, and the liquid crystal layer 6 sand-
wiched between the both electrodes 17 and 42. The liquid
crystal capacitance Clc2 is series-connected to the control
capacitor Cc between the array substrate 10 and the opposite
glass substrate 11.

A voltage Vpx2 applied to the liquid crystal capacitance
Clc2 at the sub-pixel B when the TFT 20 is turned on is
obtained from the above-described Expression (1). In other
words, the voltage V1 of Expression (1) corresponds to the
voltage Vpx2. The liquid crystal display of the present
embodiment is designed so that a voltage ratio Vpx2/Vpx1 of
the voltage Vpx2 applied to the liquid crystal capacitance
Clc2 at the sub-pixel B to a voltage Vpx1 applied to the liquid
crystal capacitance Clcl at the sub-pixel A is set at, for
example, about 0.8. In addition, in the liquid crystal display of
the present embodiment, the white voltage of the sub-pixel A
is setat about 6.8 V so that the luminance of the display screen
1s not lowered. Therefore, the white voltage of the sub-pixel B
is about 5.7 V (=6.8 Vx0.8). When applying the gradation
voltage V,, while the gradation voltage V, is applied to the
liquid crystal capacitance Clc1 of the sub-pixel A, the voltage
V| thatis lower than the gradation voltage V, is applied to the
liquid crystal capacitance Clc2 of the sub-pixel B. Therefore,
the gradation voltage V,, in which the liquid crystal molecular
of the liquid crystal layer 6 located at the sub-pixel B starts to
incline from the initial state is higher than the gradation
voltage V, in which the liquid crystal molecular of the liquid
crystal layer 6 located at the sub-pixel A starts to incline from
the initial state. Thus, there is a difference in a threshold
voltage (the voltage that the liquid crystal starts to incline
from the initial state) between the pixel electrode 16 that is
electrically connected to the source electrode (S) and the
insulated pixel electrode 17. As a result, the luminance gra-
dation characteristic in the oblique direction of the liquid
crystal display according to the present embodiment has been
remarkably improved.

Next, a method of setting the arrangement interval and the
height of the alignment regulating structure for regulating the
direction of alignment formed in the liquid crystal display
according to the present embodiment will be described below
with reference to FIGS. 3 to 5. At first, a relation between the
interval (the arrangement interval) of the alignment regulat-
ing structure for regulating the direction of alignment of the
liquid crystal molecular in the pixel range and the response
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speed (the response time) of the liquid crystal molecular at the
white voltage will be described. The response time in the case
of changing the display screen from black (the voltage
applied to the liquid crystal is defined as Vb) into white (the
voltage applied to the liquid crystal is defined as Vw) is
defined as follows. The luminance of the display screen is
standardized so that the luminance at a normal state at the
voltage Vb (oratransmittance) is 0% and the luminance of the
display screen at a normal state at the voltage Vw (or the
transmittance) is 100%. Then, the time that the luminance of
the display screen is changed from 10% to 90% is defined as
arising response time-tr and the time that the luminance of the
display screen is changed from 90% to 10% is defined as a
falling response time f.

According to the present embodiment, the rising response
time tr of the liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 2A having
one pixel configured by two sub-pixels A and B, of which
threshold voltages are different, is improved. In other words,
in the liquid crystal display of a normally black, the response
time when the display screen is changed from black into white
is improved. In the conventional liquid crystal display, of
which one pixelis not divided, the arrangement interval of the
alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction of
alignment is regularly formed at the substantially same value,
for example, 25 um. In the same way, in the conventional
liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 7, the arrangement inter-
val w1 of the linear protrusion 112a at the sub-pixel A and the
arrangement interval w2 of the linear protrusions 1126 and
112¢ at the sub-pixel B are regularly formed at the substan-
tially same value, for example, 25 um. However, as described
above, in the liquid crystal display shown in FI1G. 7, in order
to prevent decrease of the luminance of the display screen and
to obtain a sufficient luminance, the white voltage is set at a
rather high value, namely, about 6.8 V. As a result, the rising
response time Tr of the liquid crystal display is deteriorated.

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a relation between the white
voltage and the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal.
The horizontal axis represents the white voltage (V) and the
vertical axis represents the rising response time vr (ms) of the
liquid crystal. In the drawing, the curved line connecting
black boxes represents a relation between the white voltage
and the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal when the
arrangement interval of the alignment regulating structure for
regulating the direction of alignment is 25 um. The curved
line connecting black rhombuses represents a relation
between the white voltage and the rising response time tr of
the liquid crystal when the arrangement interval of the align-
ment regulating structure for regulating the direction of align-
ment is 20 um. The curved line connecting black circles
represents a relation between the white voltage and the rising
response time tr of the liquid crystal when the arrangement
interval of the alignment regulating structure for regulating
the direction of alignment is 15 pm. In addition, in the draw-
ing, a voltage surrounded by a broken line o represents the
white voltage applied to the liquid crystal in the sub-pixel A
and a voltage surrounded by a broken line {3 represents the
white voltage applied to the liquid crystal in the sub-pixel B.

As shown in FIG. 3, the higher the white voltage is, the
more the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal is
delayed. In the conventional liquid crystal display shown in
FIG. 7, the arrangement interval w1 of the linear protrusion
1124 at the sub-pixel A is 25 um and the white voltage is set
at about 6.8 V. Therefore, in the sub-pixel A, particularly, the
response time of the liquid crystal is remarkably deteriorated.
Thus, it is conceivable that the response time of the liquid
crystal is delayed if the white voltage 1s set higher because the
liquid crystal molecular responds in a random direction at a
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gap of which regulating force to regulate the liquid crystal
molecular of the alignment regulating structure for regulating
the direction of alignment is weak due to increase of the white
voltage. On the other hand, at the sub-pixel B of the conven-
tional liquid crystal display shown in FIG. 7, the arrangement
intervals w2 of the linear protrusions 1125 and 112¢ are 25
wm, however, the voltage applied to the liquid crystal is low,
namely, 5.7V, so that substantially the same white voltage as
that of the conventional liquid crystal display is applied.
Therefore, as the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal
at the sub-pixel B, substantially the same response time
(about 15 ms) as that of the conventional liquid crystal display
can be obtained.

As shown in FIG. 3, the rising response time Tr of the liquid
crystal can be made shorter by narrowing the arrangement
interval of the alignment regulating structure for regulating
the direction of alignment. In addition, in order to make the
rising response time tr of the liquid crystal in the sub-pixel A
of a low threshold voltage the same as that of the sub-pixel B
of a high threshold voltage, it is necessary to narrow the
arrangement interval of the alignment regulating structure for
regulating the direction of alignment at the sub-pixel A than
the arrangement interval of the alignment regulating structure
forregulating the direction of alignment at the sub-pixel B -by
about 5 pm. Therefore, in the liquid crystal display according
to the present embodiment, the arrangement intervals w2 of
the linear protrusions 445 and 44c in the sub-pixel B of the
high threshold voltage are set at 25 um as same as the con-
ventional liquid crystal display and the arrangement interval
w1 of the linear protrusion 44a in the sub-pixel A of the low
threshold voltage is set at 20 pm. Thereby, even if the white
voltage is set at a high value, namely, 6.8 V, the rising
response time tr of the liquid crystal in the sub-pixel A is
made to about 15 ms that is substantially the same as that of
the sub-pixel B. Further, since the white voltage to be applied
to the sub-pixel A is 6.8 V in the liquid crystal display accord-
ing to the present embodiment, it is possible to prevent the
luminance of the display screen from being lowered.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing a relation between the height of
the linear protrusion and the rising response time tr of the
liquid crystal. The horizontal axis represents the height of the
linear protrusion (um) and the vertical axis represents the
rising response time tr (ms) of the liquid crystal. The rising
response time tr of the liquid crystal shown in FIG. 4 is a
simulation result in the case that the arrangement intervals of
the linear protrusions are 20 pm and the interval between the
TFT substrate and the opposite substrate is assumed to be 4
L.
As shown in FIG. 4, the higher the linear protrusion is, the
more the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal is
delayed. For example, when the linear protrusion is formed at
the side of the opposite substrate, if the linear protrusion is
higher, the gap between the top of the linear protrusion and
the TFT substrate opposite to this top is made shorter. In
addition, when the linear protrusion is formed at the side of
the TFT substrate, if the linear protrusion is higher, the gap
between the top of the linear protrusion and the opposite
substrate opposite to this top is made shorter. Therefore, the
voltage to be applied to the liquid crystal of this gap is lower
and the force for regulating the direction of alignment of the
liquid crystal molecular is lowered, so that the response time
ofthe liquid crystal is delayed. Therefore, in the liquid crystal
display according to the present embodiment, the height hl of
the linear protrusion 44q in the sub-pixel A is set at about 1.0
um so that the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal
about 12 ms can be obtained at the sub-pixel A of the low
threshold voltage. If the rising response time Tr of the liquid
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crystal about 15 ms can be obtained, the height h1 of the linear
protrusion 44a is not limited to 1.0 um and for example, the
height h1 of the linear protrusion 44a may be formed to be 0.7
wm to 1.4 pm. Further, it is obvious that the heights of the
linear protrusions 445 and 44¢ in the sub-pixel B of the high
threshold voltage may be formed to be 0.7 um to 1.4 pm.

In place of the linear protrusion 44q, the liquid crystal
display according to the present embodiment may include a
first pixel electrode slit formed in a V-shape by removing a
part of the pixel electrode 16 serving as the alignment regu-
lating structure for regulating the direction of alignment of the
liquid crystal or a first common electrode slit formed in a
V-shape by removing a part of the common electrode 42
opposite to the pixel electrode 16 at a position that is substan-
tially the same as the position where the linear protrusions
44b and 44c are formed seeing the array substrate 10 in a
normal line direction. In the same way, in place of the linear
protrusions 445 and 44c¢, the liquid crystal display according
to the present embodiment may include a second pixel elec-
trode slit formed by removing a part of the pixel electrode 17
serving as the alignment regulating structure for regulating
the direction of alignment of the liquid crystal or a second
common electrode slit formed by removing a part of the
common electrode 42 opposite to the pixel electrode 17 at a
position that is substantially the same as the positions where
the linear protrusions 445 and 44c are formed seeing the array
substrate 10 in a normal line direction. It is also possible to
align the liquid crystal using these respective electrode slits.

FIG.5is a graph showing a relation between each slit width
ofthe first and the second pixel electrode slits, the first and the
second common electrode slits or the inter-electrode slit and
the rising response time tr of the liquid crystal. The horizontal
axis represents the each slit width (um) and the vertical axis
represents the rising response time Tt (ms) of the liquid crys-
tal. The rising response time Tr of the liquid crystal shown in
FIG. 5 is a simulation result in the case that the arrangement
interval of each slit is 20 pm and the interval between the TEFT
substrate and the opposite substrate is assumed to be 4 um.

As shown in FIG. 5, the longer the slit width is, the more the
rising response time tr of the liquid crystal is delayed. If the
slit width is longer, the force for regulating the direction of
alignment of the liquid crystal is decreased, so that the
response time of the liquid crystal is delayed. Therefore, the
liquid crystal display according to the present embodiment is
configured so that the width of the first pixel electrode slit in
the sub-pixel A of the low threshold voltage and the width of
the second pixel electrode slit in the sub-pixel B of the high
threshold voltage are different. The first and the second pixel
electrode slits are formed in a width from 6 pm to 12 pm and
the width of the first pixel electrode is narrower than that of
the second pixel electrode. Thereby, as shown in FIG. 5, it is
possible to make the rising response time Tt of the liquid
crystal 15 ms and below both in the sub-pixels A and B.
Further, since the width of the first pixel electrode slit is
narrower than that of the second pixel electrode slit, it is
possible to improve the response time of the sub-pixel A
having a longer response time more in the conventional liquid
crystal display.

In the same way, the liquid crystal display according to the
present embodiment is configured so that the width of the first
common electrode slit in the sub-pixel A of the low threshold
voltage and the width of the second common electrode slit in
the sub-pixel B of the high threshold voltage are different. The
first and the second common electrode slits are formed in a
width from 6 um to 12 pm and the width of the first common
electrode is narrower than that of the second common elec-
trode. Thereby, as shown in FIG. 5, it is possible to make the
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rising response time Tr of the liquid crystal 15 ms and below
both in the sub-pixels A and B. Further, since the width of the
first common electrode slit is narrower than that of the second
common electrode slit, it is possible to improve the response
time of the sub-pixel A having a longer response time more in
the conventional liquid crystal display.

As described above, according to the present embodiment,
the liquid crystal display has the pixel range including the
sub-pixels A and B, in which threshold voltages are different
and the arrangement intervals wl and w2 of the alignment
regulating structure for regulating the direction of alignment
are different. Thereby, in the liquid crystal display, it is pos-
sible to improve the luminance gradation characteristic in the
oblique direction and to speed up the response speed of the
liquid crystal layer 6.

Next, the modified example of the liquid crystal display
according to the present embodiment will be described with
referenceto FIG. 6. The liquid crystal display according to the
modified example is characterized by including a plurality of
the alignment regulating structures for regulating the direc-
tion of alignment within the sub-pixels A and B. FIG. 6 shows
the configuration of one pixel of the liquid crystal display of
the modified example. FIG. 6 shows the configuration of one
pixel among a plurality of pixels formed in a matrix. FIG. 6
shows a configuration of one pixel among a plurality of pixels
formed in the shape of matrix when viewing the array sub-
strate 10 in the direction of normal line. As shown in FIG. 6,
a pixel electrode cut range 49 with the pixel electrode 16 cut
in a triangle is formed on the left side of the central part of the
sub-pixel A. The pixel electrode cut range 49 is substantially
line symmetric about the storage capacitor bus line 18. Sides
where the pixel electrode cut range 49 contacts the pixel
electrode 16 (edge portion of the pixel electrode cut range 49)
are located in parallel with the inter-electrode slit 46 to be
extended obliquely to the pixel range end portion. The pixel
electrode cut range 49 also serves as the alignment regulating
structure for regulating the direction of alignment at the sub-
pixel A.

On the other hand, the linear protrusion 444 formed at the
side of the opposite substrate 4 (not illustrated in FIG. 6) is
arranged upper right of the sub-pixel B in parallel with the
linear protrusion 44b. Further, a pixel electrode slit 50a
formed by removing a part of the pixel electrode 17 is
arranged at the center of the gap between the linear protru-
sions 445 and 44d. The pixel electrode slit 50a is formed so as
to be extended substantially in parallel with the linear protru-
sions 445 and 44d. In the same way, the linear protrusion 44¢
formed at the side of the opposite substrate 4 is arranged
lower right of the sub-pixel B in parallel with the linear
protrusion 44¢. Further, a pixel electrode slit 505 formed by
removing a part of the pixel electrode 17 is arranged at the
center of the gap between the linear protrusions 44¢ and 44e.
The pixel electrode slit 505 is formed so as to be extended
substantially in parallel with the linear protrusions 44¢ and
44e. The pixel electrode slits 50a and 505 are substantially
line symmetric about the storage capacitor bus line 18. In
addition, the pixel electrode slits 50a and 505 also serve as the
alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction of
alignment at the sub-pixel B.

The arrangement interval w1 of the alignment regulating
structure for regulating the direction of alignment at the sub-
pixel A is the average value (wl=(wla+w2b)/2) of the struc-
ture interval wla between the edge portion of the pixel elec-
trode cut range 49 and the edge portion of the liner protrusion
44a and the structure interval w1 between the edge portion
of the liner protrusion 444 and the edge portion of the inter-
electrode slit 46. On the other hand, the arrangement interval
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w2 of the alignment regulating structure for regulating the
direction of alignment at the sub-pixel B is the average value
(W2=(w2a+w2b+w2c)/3) of the structure interval w2a
between the edge portions of the liner protrusions 44d and 44e
and the edge portions of the inter-electrode slit 50a and 505,
the structure interval w2b between the edge portions of the
inter-electrode slit 50a and 505 and the edge portions of the
liner protrusions 445 and 44¢, and the structure interval w2¢
between the edge portions of the liner protrusions 446 and 44¢
and the edge portion of the inter-electrode slit 46.

Also in the modified example, the arrangement interval w1
1s formed so as to be shorter than the arrangement interval w2.
For example, the arrangement interval w1 is formed so as to
be shorter than the arrangement interval w2 by 5 pm and
above. Thereby, the same advantage as that of the above-
described embodiment can be obtained.

In the present invention, various modifications are avail-
able other than the above-described embodiment.

The liquid crystal display according to the above-described
embodiment has any one from among the linear protrusions
44a,44b,44c serving as the alignment regulating structure for
regulating the direction of alignment or the first and the sec-
ond pixel electrode slits or the first and the second common
electrode slits, however, the present invention is not limited to
this. For example, even if the linear protrusions 44a, 445, 44¢
serving as the alignment regulating structure for regulating
the direction of alignment or the first and the second pixel
electrode slits or the first and the second common electrode
slits are mixed in the liquid crystal display, the advantage
same as the above-described embodiment can be obtained.

In addition, in the liquid crystal display according to the
present embodiment, the rising response time tr of the liquid
crystal is improved by optimizing the arrangement interval
w1 and the height hl of the linear protrusion 44a, however,
the present invention is not limited to this. The same advan-
tage as the above-described embodiment can be obtained, for
example, by optimizing only the arrangement interval wl of
the linear protrusion 4de or optimizing only the height hl of
the linear protrusion 44a. In addition, by optimizing at least
one of the first pixel electrode slit or the first common elec-
trode slit, the same advantage as the above-described embodi-
ment can be obtained.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display comprising:

an array substrate;

an opposite substrate, which is provided opposite to the
array substrate;

aliquid crystal, which is sealed between the array substrate
and the opposite substrate;

a plurality of pixels formed on the array substrate in a
matrix and including a first sub-pixel, to which a grada-
tion voltage for driving the liquid crystal is applied, and
a second sub-pixel, which is formed separated from the
first sub-pixel and to which a voltage lower than the
gradation voltage is applied; and

an alignment regulating structure for regulating the direc-
tion of alignment of the liquid crystal, which is formed
so that its arrangement interval is different in the first
sub-pixel and the second-sub pixel.

2. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the arrangement interval of the alignment regulating structure
for regulating the direction of alignment at the first sub-pixel
(the first arrangement interval) is shorter than the arrange-
ment interval of the alignment regulating structure for regu-
lating the direction of alignment at the second sub-pixel (the
second arrangement interval).
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3. The liquid crystal display according to claim 2, wherein
the first arrangement interval is shorter than the second
arrangement interval by 5 um and over.

4. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, further
comprising a switching element formed in the pixel; wherein
the pixel includes a first pixel electrode, which is connected to
the switching element and is formed in the first sub-pixel, a
second pixel electrode, which is formed in the second sub-
pixel separated from the first pixel electrode, and an inter-
electrode slit, which is formed between the first and the sec-
ond pixel electrodes.

5. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the first arrangement interval is an interval between the align-
ment regulating structure which is disposed in the first sub-
pixel adjacent to the inter-electrode and the inter-electrode
slit.

6. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the second arrangement interval is an interval between the
alignment regulating structure which is disposed in the sec-
ond sub-pixel adjacent to the inter-electrode and the inter-
electrode slit.

7. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the second pixel electrode is connected to the switching ele-
ment by capacity coupling.

8. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the switching element is a thin film transistor.

9. The liquid crystal display according to claim 4, wherein
the alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction
of alignment has at least one of a first pixel electrode slit,
which s formed by removing a part of the first pixel electrode,
and a second pixel electrode slit, which is formed by remov-
ing a part of the second pixel electrode.

10. The liquid crystal display according to claim 9, wherein
the first pixel electrode slit is formed so as to have a different
width from the width of the second pixel electrode slit.

11. The liquid crystal display according to claim 9, wherein
the width of the first pixel electrode slit is narrower than the
width of the second pixel electrode slit.
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12. The liquid crystal display according to claim 9, wherein
the first and the second pixel electrode slits are formed so as
to be the width in the range of 6 um to 12 pm.

13. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the alignment regulating structure for regulating the direction
of alignment has a bank-shaped structure.

14. The liquid crystal display according to claim 13,
wherein the height of the bank-shaped structure formed in the
first sub-pixel is formed so as to be lower than the height of the
bank-shaped structure formed in the second sub-pixel.

15. The liquid crystal display according to claim 13,
wherein the height of the bank-shaped structure is formed so
as to be in the range of 0.7 pm to 1.4 pm.

16. The liquid crystal display according to claim 9, wherein
the bank-shaped structure is made of a dielectric material.

17. Theliquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the opposite substrate has a common electrode on the oppo-
site surface to the array substrate; and

the alignment regulating structure for regulating the direc-

tion of alignment has at least one of a first common
electrode slit, which is formed by removing a part of the
common electrode opposite to the first pixel electrode,
and a second common electrode slit, which is formed by
removing a part of the common electrode opposite to the
second pixel electrode.

18. The liquid crystal display according to claim 17,
wherein the first common electrode slit is formed so as to be
a different width from the second common electrode slit.

19. The liquid crystal display according to claim 17,
wherein the width of the first common electrode slit is nar-
rower than the width of the second common electrode slit.

20. The liquid crystal display according to claim 17,
wherein the first and the second common electrode slits are
formed so as to be the width in the range of 6 uto 12 um.

21. The liquid crystal display according to claim 1, wherein
the liquid crystal has a negative dielectric anisotropy and is
aligned substantially perpendicular to the surface of the array
substrate or the surface of the opposite substrate when no
voltage is applied.
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