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(57) ABSTRACT

An array substrate for a liquid crystal display device includes
a data line formed on a substrate including a pixel region; a
source electrode extending from the data line; a drain elec-
trode separated from the source electrode; a pixel electrode
contacting the drain electrode and formed of a transparent
conductive material in the pixel region; an organic semicon-
ductor layer on the source and drain electrodes; a first gate
insulating layer of an organic insulating material on the
organic semiconductor layer; a second gate insulting layer of
an inorganic insulating material on entire surface of the sub-
strate including the first gate insulating layer; a gate line
formed on the second gate insulating layer and crossing the
data line to define the pixel region; and a gate electrode on the
second gate insulating layer extending from the gate line and
corresponding to the organic semiconductor layer.

8 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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ARRAY SUBSTRATE FOR LIQUID CRYSTAL
DISPLAY DEVICE AND METHOD OF
FABRICATING THE SAME

The present application claims the benefit of Korean Patent
Application No. 2006-0100361, filed in Korea on Oct. 16,
2006, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates to a liquid crystal display
(LCD) device and, more particularly, to an array substrate for
the LCD device having a semiconductor layer of an organic
semiconductor material.

BACKGROUND

Since a liquid crystal display (LCD) device has character-
istics of light weight, thinness and low power consumption,
LCD devices have been widely used as a substitute for cath-
ode rat tube (CRT) devices.

The LCD device uses the optical anisotropy and polariza-
tion properties of liquid crystal molecules to display images.
The liquid crystal molecules have orientation characteristics
resulting from their thin and long shape. An arrangement
direction of the liquid crystal molecules can be controlled by
applying an electrical field to the molecules. The LCD device
including a thin film transistor (TFT) as a switching element
1s referred to as an active matrix LCD (AM-LCD) device, and
has characteristics of high resolution and displaying moving
images. Since the LCD device includes the TFT as the switch-
ing element, it may be referred to a TFT-LCD device.

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a conventional
LCD device. The LCD device includes first and second sub-
strates 12 and 22, and a liquid crystal layer 30. The first and
second substrates 12 and 22 face each other, and the liquid
crystal layer 30 is interposed therebetween.

The first substrate 12 includes a gate line 14, a data line 16,
aTFT “Tr”, and a pixel electrode 18. The gate line 14 and the
data line 16 cross each other such that a region is formed
between the gate and data lines 14 and 16 and is defined as a
pixel region “P”. The TFT “Tr” is formed at a crossing portion
between the gate and data lines 14 and 16, and the pixel
electrode 18 is formed in the pixel region “P” and connected
to the TFT “Tr”.

The second substrate 22 includes a black matrix 25, a color
filter layer 26, and a common electrode 28. The black matrix
25 has a lattice shape to cover a non-display region of the first
substrate 12, such as the gate line 14, the data line 16, the TFT
“Tr”. The color filter layer 26 includes first, second, and third
sub-color filters 26a, 265, and 26¢c. Each of the sub-color
filters 26a, 265, and 26¢ has one of red, green, and blue colors
“R”, “G”, and “B” and corresponds to the each pixel region
“P”. The common electrode 28 is formed on the black matrix
25 and the color filter layers 26 and over an entire surface of
the second substrate 22. As mentioned above, the arrange-
ment of the liquid crystal molecules is controlled by an elec-
tric field between the pixel electrode 18 and the common
electrode 28 such that an amount of transmitted light is
changed. As a result, the LCD device displays images.

Though not shown in FIG. 1, to prevent the liquid crystal
layer 30 from leaking, a seal pattern may be formed along
edges of the first and second substrates 12 and 22. First and
second alignment layers may be formed between the first
substrate 12 and the liquid crystal layer 30 and between the
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second substrate 22 and the liquid crystal layer 30. A polarizer
may be formed on an outer surface of the first and second
substrates 12 and 22.

An LCD device includes a backlight assembly opposing an
outer surface of the first substrate 12 to supply light to the
liquid crystal layer 30. When a scanning signal is applied to
the gate line 14 to control the TFT “Tr”, a data signal is
applied to the pixel electrode 18 through the data line 16 such
that the electric field is induced between the pixel and com-
mon electrodes 18 and 28. As a result, the LCD device pro-
duces images using the light from the backlight assembly.

Generally, a glass plate is used for the first and second
substrates 12 and 22. However, recently, a flexible plate, such
as a plastic plate, is used for the first and second substrates 12
and 22 because the flexible plate is lighter and more flexible
than the glass plate.

However, since a process of fabricating an array substrate
is performed under a temperature higher than about 200° C.,
itisdifficult for the flexible plate to be substituted for the glass
plate. When the semiconductor layer is formed of one of
amorphous silicon and polycrystalline silicon under a lower
temperature than about 200° C., properties of the TFT are
deteriorated. So, the array substrate is made of the glass
substrate, and the colot filter substrate is made of the flexible
substrate.

SUMMARY

An array substrate for an LCD device and a method of
fabricating the same that has an organic semiconductor layer
without substantial deterioration by next following manufac-
turing processes and a sufficient storage capacitance with a
thinner dielectric material layer 1s described.

An array substrate for a liquid crystal display device
includes a data line formed on a substrate including a pixel
region; a source electrode extending from the data line; a
drain electrode separated from the source electrode; a pixel
electrode contacting the drain electrode and formed of a
transparent conductive material in the pixel region; an organic
semiconductor layer on the source and drain electrodes; a first
gate insulating layer of an organic insulating material on the
organic semiconductor layer; a second gate insulting layer of
an inorganic insulating material on entire surface of the sub-
strate including the first gate insulating layer; a gate line
formed on the second gate insulating layer and crossing the
data line to define the pixel region; and a gate electrode on the
second gate insulating layer extending from the gate line and
corresponding to the organic semiconductor layer.

In another aspect, a method of fabricating an array sub-
strate for a liquid crystal display device is described, includ-
ing forming a data line, a source electrode and a drain elec-
trode on a substrate including a pixel region. The source
electrode extends from the data line, and the source electrode
and drain electrode are separated from each other; forming a
pixel electrode of a transparent conductive material contact-
ing the drain electrode and disposed in the pixel region. An
organic semiconductor layer is formed on the source and
drain electrode; and a first gate insulating layer of an organic
insulating material is formed on the organic semiconductor
layer. A second gate insulating layer of an inorganic insulat-
ing material is formed on the entire surface of the substrate
including the first gate insulating layer; and a gate line and a
gate electrode is formed on the second gate insulating layer.
The gate line crosses the data line to define the pixel region,
and the gate electrode extends from the gate line.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a conventional
LCD device;
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FIG. 2 is a plane view of one pixel region of an array
substrate for a LCD device including an organic semiconduc-
tor layer;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line ITI-111
of F1G. 2; and

FIGS. 4A to 4l are cross-sectional views showing pro-
cesses for fabricating a substrate for a LCD device including
an organic semiconductor layer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments may be better understood with
reference to the drawings, but these examples are not intended
to be of alimiting nature. Like numbered elements in the same
or different drawings perform equivalent functions.

A an array substrate and a method of fabricating the array
substrate under a temperature lower than about 200° C. by
forming the TFT from an organic semiconductor material on
the flexible substrate is described. Since the organic semicon-
ductor material can be formed by coating instead of vacuum
depositing, the production cost is reduced, and the flexible
plate may be used for not only the plastic plate but also the
glass plate.

A metal material for electrodes, an insulating material and
apassivation layer may be formed on the flexible substrate by
one of low-temperature deposition and coating. These meth-
ods do not deleteriously affect the properties of the TFT.
However, when the semiconductor layer is formed of amor-
phous silicon under a lower temperature than about 200° C.,
there are problems, for example, of conductivity. To over-
come these problems, the semiconductor layer is formed of
the organic semiconductor material instead of the amorphous
silicon.

Organic semiconductor material may be divided into a high
molecular weight organic semiconductor material and a low
molecular weight organic semiconductor material. The high
molecular weight organic semiconductor material may be a
liquid phase type, and the low molecular weight organic
semiconductor material may be a powder type. The organic
semiconductor layer may be formed from the high molecular
weight organic semiconductor material by coating and from
the low molecular weight organic semiconductor material by
evaporation.

The low molecular weight organic semiconductor proper-
ties, may be used for the semiconductor layer as a substitute
of the amorphous silicon. However, the low molecular weight
organic semiconductor material is evaporated by using a
vacuum machine which may be expensive. A low molecular
weight organic semiconductor material of the powder type
maybe patterned by not a shadow mask process, which may
not effectively form delicate patterns. Accordingly, a low
molecular weight organic semiconductor material of the lig-
uid phase type is may be useful for the LCD device. However,
the low molecular weight organic semiconductor material of
the liquid phase type is used for the semiconductor layer, may
be deteriorated by a stripper for a photoresist.

The organic semiconductor material may have some limi-
tations as an insulating layer. However, if an inorganic insu-
lating material is deposited for the insulating layer on the
organic semiconductor layer, the organic semiconductor
layer may deteriorated by the deposition process. Accord-
ingly, when the semiconductor layer is formed from the
organic semiconductor material, an organic insulating mate-
rial may be used for the insulating layer. However, the insu-
lating layer of the organic insulating material has a greater

10

15

20

25

40

45

60

65

4

thickness than that of the inorganic insulating material, and
the storage capacitance for storage electrodes having the
same areas is reduced.

FIG. 2 is a plane view of a pixel region of an array substrate
for a LCD device. Gate and data lines 146 and 110, the TFT
“Tr”, a pixel electrode 123 and a storage capacitor “StgC” are
formed on a substrate 101. The substrate 101 may be one ofa
glass plate or plastic plate. The gate and data lines 146 and
110 cross each other to define a pixel region “P”. The TFT
“Tr”1s formed at crossing portion of the gate and dataline 146
and 110 and connected to the pixel electrode 123. The TFT
“Tr” includes source and drain electrodes 113 and 118, a gate
electrode 149 and an organic semiconductor layer 128. The
source electrode 113 extends from the data line 110 and is
separated from the drain electrode 118. The organic semicon-
ductor layer 128 is formed on the source and drain electrodes
113 and 118. The gate electrode 149 extends from the gate
line 146 and is formed over the organic semiconductor layer
128. The pixel electrode 123 is connected to the drain elec-
trode 118 and formed of a transparent conductive material.

The pixel electrode 123 overlaps a previous gate line 146
such that a portion of the pixel electrode 123 and a portion of
the previous gate line 146 are defined as first and second
storage electrodes 125 and 151. The first and second storage
electrodes 125 and 151, and an insulating layer interposed
therebetween constitute the storage capacitor “StgC”.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line IT1-111
of FIG. 2.

For convenience of explaining the example, a region in
which an organic TFT “Tr” is to be formed, is defined as a
switching region “TrA”, and another region, in which the a
storage capacitor “StgC” is to be formed, is defined as a
storage region “StgA”.

A buffer layer 105 of a first inorganic insulating material is
formed on the substrate 101. The first inorganic insulating
material may be, for example, silicon oxide which has excel-
lenthydrophilic properties. Alternatively, the buffer layer 105
may be omitted. The source and drain electrodes 113 and 118,
and the data line (not shown) are formed on the buffer layer
105 by depositing and patterning a first metal material. The
data line (not shown) is formed along a first direction. The
source and drain electrodes 113 and 118 are formed in the
switching region “TrA”.

The pixel electrode 123 of a transparent conductive mate-
rial is formed in the pixel region “P” and the storage region
“StgA” on the buffer layer 105. The pixel electrode 123
contacts the drain electrode 118. The pixel electrode formed
in the storage region “StgA” is defined the first storage elec-
trode 125. The organic semiconductor layer 128 of a liquid
phase organic semiconductor material is formed in the
switching region “TrA”. The semiconductor layer 128 par-
tially covers the source and drain electrodes 113 and 118 and
a portion between the source and drain electrodes 113 and
118.

A first gate insulating layer 133 of an organic insulating
material is formed on the organic semiconductor layer 128.
The first gate insulating layer 133 has a same shape as the
organic semiconductor layer 128. A second gate insulating
layer 140 of a second inorganic insulating material is formed
on the first gate insulating layer 133 and the pixel electrode
123. The second inorganic insulating material may include
one of silicon oxide or silicon nitride.

The gate line 146 and the gate electrode 149 are formed on
the second gate insulating layer 140. The gate line 146 is
formed along a second direction such that the gate line 146
crosses the data line (not shown) to define the pixel region
“P”. The gate electrode 149 extends from the gate line 146
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into the switching region “TrA”. The gate line in the storage
region “StgA” is defined as the second storage electrode 151.
The first and second storage electrodes 125 and 151, and the
second gate insulating layer 140 as a dielectric material layer
comprise the storage capacitor “StgC”. The source and drain
electrodes 113 and 118, the organic semiconductor layer 128,
the first and second gate insulating layer 133 and 140, and the
gate electrode 149 comprise the organic TFT “Tr”.

The storage capacitor “StgC” includes the dielectric mate-
rial layer of the second inorganic material instead of an
organic material. The dielectric material layer of the inor-
ganic material has a lower thickness than that of the organic
material. The storage capacitance is inversely proportional to
athickness of the dielectric material layer and proportional to
the areas of the first and second storage capacitor. Accord-
ingly, the storage capacitor having the dielectric material
layer of the inorganic material may have greater storage
capacitance than a storage capacitor having the dielectric
material layer of the organic material with the same areas of
the first and second storage electrodes.

Although not shown, a passivation layer may be formed on
the gate line 146 and the gate electrode 149 by coating an
organic insulating material or depositing an inorganic insu-
lating material. The gate line 146 and the gate electrode 149
are exposed and may be corroded without the passivation
layer.

FIGS. 4A to 4I are cross-sectional views showing steps in
amanufacturing process for fabricating a substrate fora LCD
device including an organic semiconductor layer.

As shown in FIG. 4A, the buffer layer 105 is formed on the
substrate 101 by depositing the first inorganic insulating
material. The first inorganic insulating material, such as sili-
con oxide, may have excellent hydrophilic properties and
suitable adhesive properties with respect to the substrate 101,
an organic material and a metal material. The organic semi-
conductor layer has a uniform thickness and continuity due to
the buffer layer 105. Alternative, the buffer layer 105 may be
omitted.

The data line (not shown), the source electrode 113 and the
drain electrode 118 are formed on the buffer layer 105 by
depositing and patterning the first metal material using a first
mask process. The first metal material includes one of gold
(Au), copper (Cu), copper alloy, aluminum (Al), or aluminum
alloy (AINd). The first mask process includes steps of coating
aphotoresist (PR). exposing the PR using a mask, developing
the PR, etching the first metal material layer, and stripping the
PR. The data line (not shown) is formed along the first direc-
tion, and the source electrode 113 extends from the data line
(not shown). The source and drain electrode 113 and 118 are
formed in the switching region “TrA” and are separated from
each other.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4B, the pixel electrode 123 is
formed in the pixel region “P” by depositing and patterning
the transparent conductive material using a second mask pro-
cess. The transparent conductive material includes one of
indium-tin-oxide (ITO) or indium-zinc-oxide (IZO). The
pixel electrode 123 contacts the drain electrode 118 and
extends to the storage region “StgA”.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4C, an organic semiconductor
material layer 127 is formed on the source electrode 113, the
drain electrode 118 and the pixel electrode 123 by coating a
liquid phase organic semiconductor material having a good
mobility, such as pentacene or polythiophene. The liquid
phase organic semiconductor material is coated by using one
of an inkjet coating machine, a nozzle coating machine, a bar
type coating machine, a slit type coating machine, a spin
coating machine, or a printing machine.
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Next, as shown in FIG. 4D, a gate insulating material layer
132 is formed on the organic semiconductor material layer
127 by coating the organic insulating material having photo-
sensitive properties, such as photo-acryl or polyvinylalcohol
(PVA).

Then, a mask 191, which has a blocking area BA and a
transmissive area “TA”, is disposed over the gate insulating
material layer 132, and the gate insulating material layer 132
is exposed. In this example, the organic insulating material is
a negative type, and the transmissive area “TA” corresponds
to the switching region “TrA”.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4E, the first gate insulating layer
133 is formed on the organic semiconductor material layer
127 by etching the gate insulating material layer 132 using a
developer. The first gate insulating layer 133 corresponds to
the switching region “TrA” such that the organic semicon-
ductor material layer 127 in the other regions is exposed.
Potassium hydroxide (KOH) may be used for photo-acryl as
the developer, and deionized water (DI) may be used for PVA
as the developer. Since KOH and DI do not affect the organic
semiconductor material layer 127, the organic semiconductor
material layer 127 may not be deteriorated by the developer.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4F, the organic semiconductor layer
128 is formed in the switching region “TrA” by dry-etching
the organic semiconductor material layer 127 (of FIG. 4E)
using the first gate insulating layer 133 as a mask. The organic
semiconductor layer 128 has a same shape as the first gate
insulating layer 133. As a result, the pixel electrode 123 in the
storage region “StgA” and the pixel region “P” except for the
switching region “TrA” is exposed.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4G, the second gate insulating layer
140 is formed on the first gate insulating layer 133 and the
pixel electrode 123 by depositing the second inorganic insu-
lating material, such as silicon oxide and silicon nitride. Since
the second gate insulating layer 140 is formed ofthe inorganic
insulating material and the first gate insulating layer 133 is
formed of the organic insulating material, the second gate
insulating layer 140 may be thinner than the first gate insu-
lating layer 133. Moreover, since the second gate insulating
layer 140 covers an entire surface of the substrate 101 includ-
ing the semiconductor layer 128, the semiconductor layer 128
may not be affected by next processes.

Next, as shown in FIG. 4H, a metal layer 143 is formed on
the second insulating layer 140 by depositing a second metal
material having low resistance properties, such as Au, Cu,
copper alloy, Al, or AINd. Subsequently, a PR layer (not
shown) is formed on the metal layer 143. Then, the PR layer
is exposed and developed using a mask and a developer to
form a PR pattern 181 in regions in which the gate line and the
gate electrode are to be formed. Since the gate insulator layer
140 covers the semiconductor layer 128, the semiconductor
layer 128 is not exposed by the developer for the PR. The PR
pattern 181 corresponds to the switching region “TrA” and
the storage region “StgA”.

Next, as shown in FIG. 41, the gate line 146 and the gate
electrode 149 are formed on the second gate insulating layer
140 by pattering the metal layer 143 (of FIG. 4H) using the PR
pattern 181 (of FIG. 4H) as a pattering mask. The gate line
146 is formed along the second direction such that the gate
line 146 crosses the data line (not shown) to define the pixel
region “P”. The gate electrode 149 is formed in the switching
region “TrA”. The source and drain electrodes 113 and 118,
the organic semiconductor layer 128, the firstand second gate
insulating layers 133 and 140, and the gate electrode 149
comprise the TFT “Tr”. Moreover, the gate line in the storage
region “StgA” is defined as the second storage electrode 151.
The second storage electrode 151 overlaps the first storage
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electrode 125. The first storage electrode 125 extends from
the pixel electrode 123 into the storage region “StgA”. The
first and second storage electrodes 125 and 151, and the
second gate insulating layer 140 interposed therebetween
comprise the storage capacitor “StgC”.

Although not shown, a passivation layer may be formed on
the gate line 146 and gate electrode 149 by coating an organic
insulating material, such as photo-acryl, PVA, orbenzocy-
clobutene (BCB), and depositing an inorganic insulating
material, such as silicon oxide and silicon nitride. The passi-
vation layer may prevent the gate line 146 and the gate elec-
trode 149 being corroded.

The second gate insulating layer 140 of the inorganic insu-
lating material is much thinner that the first gate insulating
layer 133 of the organic insulating material. Accordingly, the
storage capacitor “StgC”, which includes the second gate
insulating layer 140 as the dielectric material layer, has a
greater storage capacitance when compared with the same
areas of the first and second storage electrodes 125 and 151.
When the storage capacitor includes the dielectric material
layer of the organic insulating material, the storage electrodes
should have greater areas for the same storage capacitance as
the storage capacitor and may result in a reduced aperture
ratio. Thus, the storage capacitor in the present invention may
have improved storage capacitance and aperture ratio. While
the method disclosed herein has been described and shown
with reference to particular steps performed in a particular
order, it will be understood that these steps may be combined,
sub-divided, or reordered to from an equivalent method with-
out departing from the teachings of the present invention.
Accordingly, unless specifically indicated herein, the order
and grouping of steps is not a limitation of the present inven-
tion.

Although the present invention has been explained by way
of the embodiments described above, it should be understood
to the ordinary skilled person in the art that the invention is not
limited to theembodiments, but rather that various changes or
modifications thereof are possible without departing from the
spirit of the invention. Accordingly, the scope of the invention
shall be determined only by the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. An array substrate for a liquid crystal display device,
comprising:

a data line formed on a substrate;

an organic thin film transistor (TFT) that includes an
organic material as a semiconductor material, the
organic TFT comprising:
a source electrode extending from the data line;
a drain electrode separated from the source electrode;
an organic semiconductor layer on the source and drain

electrodes and made of the organic material,
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afirst gate insulating layer of an organic insulating mate-
rial on the organic semiconductor layer and covering
an upper surface of the organic semiconductor layer;

a second gate insulating layer of an inorganic insulating
material formed on an entire surface of the substrate
including the first gate insulating layer such that the
first gate insulating layer is formed between the
organic semiconductor layer and the second gate
insulating layer; and

a gate electrode on the second gate insulating layer;
a gate line formed on the second gate insulating layer and
crossing the data line to define the pixel region, the
gate electrode extending from the gate line and overlaying
the organic semiconductor layer, wherein the second
gate insulating layer contacts the side surface of the
organic semiconductor layer;
a pixel electrode contacting the drain electrode and formed
of a transparent conductive material in a pixel region;
and
a storage capacitor comprising
storage electrodes formed by overlapping portions of the
gate line and the pixel electrode, and

a dielectric material between the storage electrodes,
wherein the second gate insulating layer extends from
the first gate insulating layer, and is disposed between
and in direct contact with the storage electrodes such
that the dielectric material is formed by only the inor-
ganic insulating material, and

wherein the second gate insulating layer is thinner than the
first gate insulating layer, and wherein the inorganic
insulating material for the second gate insulating layer
has a dielectric constant larger than the organic insulat-
ing material for the first gate insulating layer.

2. The substrate according to claim 1, wherein the organic

insulating material has photosensitive properties.

3. The substrate according to claim 2, wherein the organic
insulating material includes one of photo-acryl or polyviny-
lalcohol.

4. The substrate according to claim 1, wherein the inor-
ganic insulating material includes one of silicon oxide or
silicon nitride.

5. The substrate according to claim 1, the first gate insulat-
ing layer has substantially a same shape as the organic semi-
conductor layer.

6. The substrate according to claim 1, wherein the trans-
parent conductive material includes one of indium-tin-oxide
and indium-zinc-oxide.

7. The substrate according to claim 1, wherein the organic
semiconductor layer includes one of pentacene or poly-
thiophere.

8. The substrate according to claim 1, further comprising a
passivation layer disposed on the gate line and the gate elec-
trode.
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