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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device employs a white sub-pixel
among RGBW-4 sub-pixels as a view control component to
realize a narrow viewing angle or a wide viewing angle in a
fringe field switching mode. The LCD device comprises gate
lines and data lines crossing each other to define RGBW
sub-pixels on a first substrate, a thin film transistor formed at
each crossing of the gate and data lines; a first common
electrode in each region of the RGBW sub-pixels, a pixel
electrode connected to the thin film transistor and insulated
from the first common electrode, the pixel electrode having at
least one slit, a second substrate attached to the first substrate,
wherein the first and second substrate face each other with a
liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween, and a second
common electrode on the second substrate and corresponding
to each W sub-pixel.

16 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE AND
METHOD FOR MANUFACTURING THE
SAME

This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent Appli-
cationNo. 10-2005-0131564, filed on Dec. 28, 2005, which is
hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display
(LCD) device, and a method for manufacturing the same.
More particularly, the present invention relates to a liquid
crystal display device that employs a white sub-pixel among
RGBW-4 sub-pixels as a view control component to realize a
narrow viewing angle as well as a wide viewing angle in a
fringe field switching mode, and a method for manufacturing
the same.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

In recent years, rapid advances in the performance of an
active matrix liquid crystal display (“LCD”) device have
resulted in various applications of the LCD device, such as
screens for flat panel TV, and monitors for portable comput-
ers.

Among the active matrix LCD devices, a twisted nematic
(TN) type LCD device is widely used. The TN type LCD
device refers to an LCD device wherein, with liquid crystals
arranged to have liquid crystal director twisted 90 degrees
between two substrates, each having an electrode, the liquid
crystal director is driven via application of a voltage to the
electrodes.

Although the TN type LCD device has been spotlighted in
terms of its excellent contrast and color reproducibility, it
suffers from a significant problem in that it has a narrow
viewing angle.

In order to solve the problem of the TN type LCD device
having the narrow viewing angle, a fringe field switching
(“FFS”) mode type LCD device has been introduced, wherein
a counter electrode and a pixel electrode are formed of a
transparent conductor, and are spaced apart by a narrow dis-
tance to allow liquid crystal molecules to be operated by a
fringe field created between the counter electrode and the
pixel electrode.

The FFS mode type LCD device will be described in detail
hereinafter.

FIG. 1 is a plan view illustrating a related art FFS mode
type liquid crystal display device, and FIG. 2 is a cross-
sectional view taken along line I-I' of FIG. 1.

InFIGS. 1and 2, the related art FFS mode type LCD device
comprises a TFT array substrate 11, which is formed thereon
with gate lines 12 and data lines 15, formed of metal, crossing
each other to define sub-pixels, acommon line 25 disposed in
parallel to the gate line 12, a thin film transistor formed ateach
crossing portion ofthe gate and data lines to act as a switching
element to switch a voltage on/off, and a counter electrode 24
and a pixel electrode 17 formed of a transparent metal in each
sub-pixel while being isolated from each other via a dielectric
layer so as to overlap with each other; Here, the counter
electrode 24 is brought into contact with the common line 25.

More specifically, the counter electrode 24 is formed in a
plate shape within each sub-pixel, and the pixel electrode 17
is divided into plural sub-pixel electrodes in a direction of the
data lines to define slits 60 between the sub-pixel electrodes.
Here, when a V_,, signal is applied to the counter electrode
24, and a pixel signal is applied to the pixel electrode 17
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through the thin film transistor, a fringe field is generated
between the counter electrode 24 and the pixel electrode 17.

Each of'the slits 60 has a width of about 2-6 gm, and liquid
crystals are driven by the fringe field generated between the
counter electrode 24 and the pixel electrode 17. In other
words, when voltage is not applied, the liquid crystals are
rotated from an initial orientation by the fringe field E via
rubbing, and allow light to be transmitted therethrough.

Meanwhile, a color filter array substrate 21 is assembled
opposite the TFT array substrate 11 with a liquid crystal layer
31 interposed therebetween, in which the color filter array
substrate 21 comprises RGB-color filter layers 23 arranged in
a predetermined pattern to realize red, green and blue colors,
and black matrices 22 to partition the RGB-color filter layers
from each other while shielding light.

The color filter layers 23 are formed such that respective
sub-pixels have their own single pigment and are indepen-
dently driven to exhibit color of one pixel via combination
thereof.

The RGB-color filter layers 23 in the LCD device can be
arranged in a stripe type, a mosaic type, a delta type, a quad
type, and the like according to an arranging manner of the
layers, and can be arranged in various arrays according to the
size of a liquid crystal display panel, shape of the color filter,
and color arrangement.

Such a related art liquid crystal display device has prob-
lems as follows.

For the related art FFS mode type LCD device, it is neces-
sary to enable easy conversion between a narrow viewing
angle and a wide viewing angle in order to prevent private
information of an user from being seen by other persons near
the user. To this end, a view control layer can be additionally
formed in the device, or a view control electrode can be
additionally formed on the overall upper plate to control the
viewing angle. However, these techniques have some prob-
lems as follows. First, the view control effect is insignificant.
Secondly, enlargement in the range of the electrode structure
modified or added to increase the view control effect is very
disadvantageous in view of an aperture ratio. Thirdly, a front
contrast ratio (CR) can also be significantly reduced upon the
narrow viewing angle.

The most important problem of these techniques is in a
complicated driving method due to insertion of the additional
electrode layer and application of signals.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a liquid
crystal display device and a method for manufacturing the
same that substantially obviates one or more problems due to
limitations and disadvantages of the related art.

An advantage of the present invention is to provide a liquid
crystal display device that can realize a narrow viewing angle
in addition to a wide viewing angle in a fringe field switching
(FFS) mode in such a way of allowing a white sub-pixel
among RGBW-4 sub-pixels to be driven in the same FFS
mode as that of the adjacent RGB sub-pixels for the wide
viewing angle while being driven to form a vertical electric
field different from that of the adjacent RGB sub-pixels only
for the narrow viewing angle, and a method for manufactur-
ing the same.

Additional advantages and features of the invention will be
set forth in part in the description which follows and in part
will become apparent from the descriptions or may be learned
by practice of the invention. These and other advantages of
the invention may be realized and attained by the structure
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particularly pointed out in the written description and claims
hereof as well as the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly
described herein, there is provided a liquid crystal display
device, comprising: gate lines and data lines crossing each
other to define RGBW sub-pixels on a first substrate; a thin
film transistor formed at each crossing of the gate and data
lines; a first common electrode formed in each region of the
RGBW sub-pixels; a pixel electrode connected to the thin
film transistor and insulated from the first common electrode,
the pixel electrode having at least one slit attached to the first
substrate, wherein the first and second substrates face each
other with a liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween; and
a second common electrode formed on the second substrate
and corresponding to each W sub-pixel.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal
display device, comprising: forming first common electrodes
on a first substrate; forming gate lines and data lines to cross
each other to define RGBW sub-pixels on the first substrate;
forming a thin film transistor at each crossing of the gate and
data lines; forming a passivation layer on an overall surface of
the first substrate including the thin film transistor; forming
pixel electrodes on the passivation layer, each having at least
one slit; attaching a second substrate to the first substrate,
wherein the first substrate and second substrate face each
other, the second substrate having a second common elec-
trode formed to correspond only to each W sub-pixel: and
forming a liquid crystal layer between the first and second
substrates.

In this manner, the present invention is characterized in that
the wide and narrow viewing angles are controlled by means
of the white sub-pixel among the RGBS-4 sub-pixels, in
which, with the second common electrode introduced only
into each W sub-pixel on the second substrate (a color filter
array substrate), a voltage is applied in such a way that, for the
case of wide viewing angle, the second common electrode of
the second substrate is supplied with the same level of voltage
as that of the first common electrode of the first substrate (thin
film transistor array substrate) or is not supplied with any
voltage to make it in a floating state, and in the case of narrow
viewing angle, an electric field difference of about 1~4 V or
about -4~-1V is induced between the second common elec-
trode of the second substrate and the first common electrode
of the first substrate.

That is, in the LCD device in which one pixel is constituted
by RGBW four sub-pixels, the RGB sub-pixels are always
driven in the FES mode, whereas the W sub-pixel is driven in
the FFS mode for the wide viewing angle, thereby increasing
a viewing angle, and generates the vertical electric field for
the narrow viewing angle, thereby reducing the viewing
angle.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention. In the
drawings:
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FIG. 1 is a plan view illustrating a related art FFS mode
type liquid crystal display device;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line I-I' of FIG.
1;

FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating an FFS mode type liquid
crystal display device in accordance with the present inven-
tion,;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along line II-1I' of
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating patterns on a color filter array
substrate in accordance with the present invention;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are cross-sectional views illustrating a
mode for a wide viewing angle of the LCD device in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are cross-sectional views illustrating a
mode for a narrow viewing angle of the LCD device in accor-
dance with the present invention; and

FIGS. 8A to 8D are cross-sectional views illustrating
manufacturing steps taken along lines III-1IT' of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to embodiments of
the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the same refer-
ence numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to
the same or like parts.

FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating an FFS mode type LCD
device according to the present invention, FIG. 4 is a cross-
sectional view taken along line II-II' of FIG. 3, and FIG. 5 is
a view illustrating patterns on a color filter array substrate
according to the present invention.

In addition, FIGS. 6A and 6B are cross-sectional views
illustrating a mode for a wide viewing angle of the LCD
device according to the present invention, FIGS. 7A and 7B
are cross-sectional views illustrating a mode for a narrow
viewing angle of the LCD device according to the present
invention, and FIGS. 8A to 8D are cross-sectional views
illustrating manufacturing steps taken along lines III-1II' of
FIG. 3.

In FIGS. 3 and 4, the LCD device according to the inven-
tion is constituted by a TFT array substrate 111 and a color
filter array substrate 121 assembled to face each other with a
liquid crystal layer 131 interposed therebetween. The TFT
array substrate 111 is formed with a thin film transistor
formed in each of RGBW sub-pixels to act as a switching
element, and with first common electrodes 124 and pixel
electrodes 117 to form a fringe field. The color filter array
substrate 121 is formed with a second common electrode 126
only for each W sub-pixel to control a viewing angle.

In other words, the RGB sub-pixels are adapted to allow
fringe field to be generated therein, and are driven in the FFS
mode irrespective of the wide viewing angle or the narrow
viewing angle, and each W sub-pixel serves as a viewing
angle control sub-pixel which can control the wide viewing
angle and the narrow viewing angle. For the case of wide
viewing angle mode, each W sub-pixel is driven in the same
FFS mode as that of the RGB sub-pixels, thereby increasing
the viewing angle, and for the case of narrow viewing angle
mode, a vertical electric field is generated in each W sub-
pixel, thereby reducing the contrast ratio and the viewing
angle.

Here, according to an arranging manner of the RGBW
sub-pixels, the LCD device can be classified into a quad type
LCD device wherein the RGBW sub-pixels are arranged in a
square shape to form one pixel with sub-pixels of a 2x2
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structure, and a stripe type LCD device wherein the RGBW
sub-pixels are sequentially arranged to form one pixel with
four sub-pixels.

More specifically, on the TFT array substrate 111, the
RGBW sub-pixels are defined by gate lines 112 and data lines
115 insulated from each other via a gate insulation film 113
while vertically crossing each other to define a thin film
transistor at each crossing portion thereof. Each sub-pixel is
formed therein with the first plate-shaped common electrode
124 formed and to which a ,,,, signal is applied, and a pixel
electrode 117 having a plurality of slits 160 insulated from the
first common electrode 124 and brought into contact with a
drain electrode 1155 of the thin film transistor such that a
pixel signal is applied to the pixel electrode 117. A fringe field
1s created between the first common electrode and the pixel
electrode via the slits 160, and drives the liquid crystal layer
131.

The first common electrodes 124 and the pixel electrodes
117 are formed by depositing and patterning a transparent
conductive material such as ITO (Indium Tin Oxide) or IZO
(Indium Zinc Oxide). Here, the first common electrodes 124
may be formed under the gate lines or on the data lines. If the
first common electrodes 124 are formed on the data lines, they
are formed to be insulated from the pixel electrodes via the
insulation film.

The slits 160 of each pixel electrode are formed such that a
longitudinal axis thereof is disposed in a direction of the gate
lines or the data lines. The slits 160 of the pixel electrode can
bedisposed in the direction of the data lines in order to narrow
aright and left viewing angle. In this regard, it is necessary to
dispose the slits of the pixel electrode in the same direction
with respect to all the RGBW sub-pixels.

Each of the first common electrodes 124 is brought into
contact with a first common line 125 to receive the Vcom
signal, in which the first common line 125 is formed in par-
allel to the gate lines to receive the Ve m signal from a region
outside an active region.

Each of the pixel electrodes 117 is brought into contact
with the drain electrode 1155 of the thin film transistor
through the passivation layer 116, and receives the pixel
signal.

Meanwhile, each of thin film transistors serves as a switch-
ing element to control the on/off of a voltage. Each thin film
transistor comprises a gate electrode 1124 branched from an
associated gate line 112, the gate insulation film 113 formed
over the whole surface including the gate lines 112, a semi-
conductor layer 114 formed by depositing noncrystalline sili-
con (a-Si) on the gate insulation film above the gate electrode,
and source/drain electrodes 115¢ and 1156 branched from an
associated data line 115 while being formed on the semicon-
ductor layer in order to serve as the switching element for
controlling on/off of the voltage.

The TFT array substrate 111 is attached to the color filter
array substrate 121 so as to face each other with the liquid
crystal layer 131 interposed therebetween. The color filter
array substrate 121 comprises black matrices 122 partitioning
the R, G and B layers from each other while shielding light,
color filter layers 123 of red, green, blue and white arranged
in a predetermined pattern to realize red, green, blue and
white, and a second common electrode 126 only for each of
the W sub-pixels to control a viewing angle of the W sub-
pixel. The second common electrode 126 is formed in a plate
shape of a transparent material, and formed to correspond
only to each W sub-pixel.

Here, it is necessary for the second common electrode 126
to receive a differentV__,, signal than that of the first common
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shown in FIG. 5, a second common line 127 is further added
to integrally connect the second common electrodes 126 cor-
responding to the W sub-pixels with each other. The second
common line 127 is extended to a region outside the active
region. The second common line 127 is formed along an edge
of the pixel region so as not to shield a region where an image
1s displayed, and can be formed in parallel to the gate lines. In
order to apply theV_,,, signal to the second common line 127,
the second common line 127 must be connected with an
external driving circuit of the first substrate. Connection
between the second common line 127 and the first substrate is
via silver dots 191, which are disposed at corners of a panel,
and electrically connect the upper and lower substrates.

Meanwhile, RGBW colors constituting the color filter lay-
ers are independently driven to exhibit color of one pixel via
combination thereof. Here, each W sub-pixel realizes W color
without forming a resist as the W color filter layer. Alterna-
tively, the W color filter layer of W sub-pixel is formed using
aresist, which is not mixed with pigments of RGB, along with
the RGB sub-pixels in a process of forming the RGB-color
filter layers.

If the process of forming the color filter layers is not per-
formed to the W sub-pixels, each of the W sub-pixels has a
different step from that of the RGB sub-pixels. In this regard,
an overcoat layer 128 is evenly formed on an entire surface
including the color filter layers to solve the problem of a
non-uniform step over the substrate. At this time, the second
common electrode 126 is formed on the overcoat layer 128 of
each W sub-pixel.

As such, the LCD device according to the present invention
comprises the W sub-pixels for a white pattern, which do not
comprise pigment, as well as the RGB sub-pixels so as to
constitute one pixel with the RGBW sub-pixels. Here, the
color filter layers are formed such that the RGB sub-pixels
contain the pigments, thereby lowering the transmittance, and
the W sub-pixel does not contain the pigment, enhancing the
transmittance of the whole pixel.

Meanwhile, the LCD device further comprises an orienta-
tion film respectively formed on the inner surfaces of the TFT
array substrate and the color filter array substrate to arrange
liquid crystal molecules in a desired direction at an initial
state, and upper and lower polarization plates respectively
attached to the outer surfaces of the color filter array substrate
and the TFT array substrate to polarize light. The lower polar-
ization plate is attached to the outer surface of the TFT array
substrate, and the upper polarization plate is attached to the
outer surface of the color filter array substrate such that a
polarization axis of the lower polarization plate is orthogonal
to that of the upper polarization plate, with the orientation
film disposed substantially parallel to the polarization axis of
one of the upper and lower polarization plates.

In the drawings, the orientation film provided inside the
TFT array substrate is disposed substantially parallel to the
polarization axis of the upper polarization plate, so that the
liquid crystals are arranged at an initial state in the longitu-
dinal direction of the slits of the pixel electrode.

The LCD device according to the present invention is char-
acterized in that the RGB sub-pixels exhibit the same trans-
mittance via application of the same voltage (FFS mode driv-
ing voltage) thereto irrespective of the wide viewing angle
and the narrow viewing angle, and the W sub-pixels control
the viewing angle via application of different voltages for the
wide viewing angle and the narrow viewing angle, respec-
tively.

First, when driving the LCD device in a wide viewing angle
mode, all the RGBW sub-pixels are driven in the FFS mode.
In this regard, as shown in FIG. 6A, when no voltage is
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applied to the first common electrode 124 and the pixel elec-
trode 117, liquid crystal molecules 1314 maintain an initial
arrangement state so that incident light entering through the
polarization axis of the lower polarization plate orthogonal to
an initial arrangement direction of the liquid crystal mol-
ecules does not pass through the liquid crystal layer 131,
thereby realizing a black state.

Next, as shown in FIG. 6B, if a V¢, voltage is applied to
the first common electrode 124 and a pixel voltage is applied
to the pixel electrode 117, a fringe field is formed between the
first common electrode 124 and the pixel electrode 117 so that
the liquid crystal molecules 131a move in the horizontal
direction by the fringe field. Accordingly, light entering
through the polarization axis of the lower polarization plate
passes through the polarization axis of the upper polarization
plate via the liquid crystal layer, thereby realizing a white
state.

At this time, in order to prevent the second common elec-
trode 126 of each W sub-pixel from participating in formation
ofthe fringe field, it is necessary to make the second common
electrode 126 have a floating state wherein no voltage is
applied thereto, or to apply the same voltage as that of the first
common electrode 124 thereto, thereby substantially prevent-
ing the vertical electric field from being created in the second
common electrode.

In this manner, when the LCD device is driven in the mode
for the wide viewing angle, the W sub-pixel is also operated
in the FFS mode together with the RGB sub-pixels, thereby
satisfying compensation effect for white brightness while
realizing the wide viewing angle.

When driving the LCD device in a narrow viewing angle
mode, the RGB sub-pixels are operated in the FFS mode,
whereas the W sub-pixel simply serves to control the viewing
angle and does not serve as a brightness compensation pixel.
In this case, unlike the case of the wide viewing angle mode,
the second common electrode 126 participates in formation
of the electric field.

First, as shown in FIG. 7A, when a predetermined voltage
is applied to the second common electrode 126 of each W
sub-pixel to form the vertical electric field between the sec-
ond common electrode 126 and the first common electrode
124 of the W sub-pixel without applying any voltage to the
pixel electrode 117 and the first common electrode 124 of the
RGB sub-pixels, liquid crystal molecules 131« in the RGB
sub-pixels maintain the initial arrangement state so that inci-
dent light entering through the polarization axis of the lower
polarization plate orthogonal to the initial arrangement direc-
tion of the liquid crystal molecules does not pass through the
liquid crystal layer 131, thereby realizing the black state.

In addition, the liquid crystal molecules 131a in the W
sub-pixel are tilted in the vertical direction by the vertical
electric field formed between the first common electrode 124
and the second common electrode 126 so that light cannot be
observed therethrough. In other words, light is not observed
in front of the W sub-pixel irrespective of the white state or the
black state, there occurs light leakage in right and left viewing
angles of the W sub-pixel. That is. since the vertical electric
field is formed only in the W sub-pixel and there occurs light
leakage in right and left viewing angles, the narrow viewing
angle is realized in the black state.

In conclusion, it is possible to observe a great amount of
light leaked in the directions of the right and left viewing
angles in the black state. In view of the fact that four sub-
pixels constitute one pixel, when a user observes the panel in
directions of the right and left viewing angles, black bright-
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ness is rapidly increased, causing the contrast ratio to
decrease. Thus, the viewing angle of the device become nar-
TOW.

Meanwhile, if the V__,, voltage is applied to the first com-
mon electrode 124 of the RGB sub-pixels, and a pixel voltage
is applied to the pixel electrode 117 thereof while applying a
predetermined voltage to the second common electrode 126
of the W sub-pixel so as to form the vertical electric field
between the second common electrode 126 and the first com-
mon electrode 124, the fringe field is formed between the first
common electrode 124 and the pixel electrode 117 of the
RGB sub-pixels, as shown in FIG. 7B.

Therefore, the liquid crystal molecules 131a in the RGB
sub-pixels move in the horizontal direction by the fringe field.
Accordingly, light entering through the polarization axis of
the lower polarization plate passes through the liquid crystal
layer 131, thereby realizing the white state. In addition, the
liquid crystal molecules 131a in the W sub-pixel are tilted in
the vertical direction by the vertical electric field formed
between the first common electrode 124 and the second com-
mon electrode 126, and prevent light from passing there-
through. In this case, although light is not observed in front of
the W sub-pixel, there also occurs light leakage in the direc-
tions of the right and left viewing angles from the W sub-
pixel, thereby reducing the viewing angle. That is, the narrow
viewing angle is realized in the white state by forming a
horizontal electric field for the RGB sub-pixels while forming
the vertical electric field for the W sub-pixel.

At this time, in order to realize the narrow viewing angle,
the pixel electrode 117 of the W sub-pixel is supplied with a
pixel voltage the same as the V_,, voltage applied to the first
common electrode 124 or less than a threshold voltage. In
addition, the first common electrode 124 is supplied with the
same voltage as that in the wide viewing angle mode, and the
second common electrode 126 is supplied with a voltage such
that an electric field difference of about 1-4 V or about —4--1
V is induced between the second common electrode 126 and
the first common electrode 124. The voltage applied to the
second common electrode 126 may be either DC or AC volt-
age.

In this manner, in the LCD device according to the present
invention, when realizing the wide viewing angle, all the
RGBW sub-pixels are operated in the FFS mode. On the
contrary, when realizing the narrow viewing angle, the RGB
sub-pixels are operated in the FFS mode, and the W sub-pixel
is operated to form the vertical electric field between the first
and second substrates so that the liquid crystal molecules
therein are tilted instead of being twisted, thereby preventing
light from being transmitted through the W sub-pixel.

A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device
will be described in detail as follows.

First, in FIG. 8A, a transparent conductive material such as
ITO (Indium Tin Oxide) or IZO (Indium Zinc Oxide) is
deposited on a dielectric substrate 111, and patterned to
remain in W sub-pixels, thereby forming first plate-shaped
common electrodes 124.

Then, gate lines 112 (see FIG. 3), gate electrodes 1124, and
first common lines 125 (see FIG. 3) are formed by depositing
metal having a low specific resistance, such as copper (Cu),
aluminum (AL ), aluminum alloy (AINd), molybdenum (Mo),
molybdenum-tungsten alloy (MoW), etc. over the entire sur-
face including the first common electrodes 124, followed by
patterning.

At this time, the first common lines 125 are formed in
parallel to the gate lines 112 while being brought into contact
with the first common electrodes 124. The first common lines
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are extended to a region outside an active region, and con-
nected with an external driving circuit of the TFT array sub-
strate.

Although the first common electrodes 124 are described
above as being formed before forming the gate lines 112, the
present invention is not limited to this process, and the first
common electrodes 124 may be formed after forming the gate
lines 112 or after forming data lines 115.

Next, after a gate insulation film 113 is formed by depos-
iting an inorganic insulation material such as a silicon oxide
(Si0.) orasiliconnitride (SiN.) over the entire surface includ-
ing the gate electrodes 1124 via plasma enhanced chemical
vapor deposition (PECVD), amorphous silicon is deposited
over the entire surface including the gate insulation film 113,
followed by patterning via a photolithography process to
form a semiconductor layer 114 over the gate electrodes
112a.

Next, as shown in FIG. 8B, data lines 115 and source/drain
electrodes 115a and 1156 are formed by depositing metal
having a low resistance, such as copper (Cu), aluminum (AL),
aluminum alloy (AINd), molybdenum (Mo), molybdenum-
tungsten alloy (MoW), etc. over the entire surface including
the semiconductor layer 114, followed by patterning.

At this time, the data lines 115 cross with the gate lines 112
to define RGBW sub-pixels, and the source/drain electrodes
115¢ and 1155 are formed to overlap with both ends of the
semiconductor layer 114, thereby completing thin film tran-
sistors.

Then, a passivation layer 116 is formed by depositing an
inorganic material such as a silicon oxide, a silicon nitride and
the like over the entire surface including the data lines 115 or
by applying an organic material such as Benzocyclobutene
(BCB), acryl resin and the like thereto. Next, a contact hole
200 is formed by selectively removing the passivation layer
116 such that the drain electrode of each thin film transistor is
exposed.

Subsequently, as shown in FIG. 8C, pixel electrodes 117,
each having a plurality of slits 160, are formed by depositing
a transparent conductive material such as ITO or IZO over the
entire surface including the passivation layer 116, followed
by patterning. At this time, the pixel electrodes 117 formed in
the respective sub-pixels are integrally connected with each
other, and brought into contact with the drain electrode 1155
via the contact hole 200 (see FIG. 8B).

Next, as shown in FIG. 8D, black matrices 122, color filter
layers 123, an overcoat layer 128, and second common elec-
trodes 126 are formed on a color filter array substrate 121 as
follows. First, the black matrices 122, are formed by depos-
iting a material having a high reflectance such as Cr on the
color filter array substrate 121, and patterning the material so
it remains at a site where light leakage occurs, for example, at
an edge of each sub-pixel and at a site of each thin film
transistor.

Subsequently, a color resist containing pigments is applied
to the entire surface including the black matrices 122, and
patterned to form color filter layers 123. Typically, an R-color
filter layer is formed in the R sub-pixel through deposition
and patterning of a red color resist, a G-color filter layer is
formed in the G sub-pixel through deposition and patterning
ofa green color resist, and then a B-color filter layer is formed
in the B sub-pixel through deposition and patterning of a blue
color resist.

Next, the overcoat layer 128 is formed by flatly applying an
organic material such as acryl resin over the entire surface
including the RGB-color filter layers 123. Since the overcoat
layer 128 does not contain pigment, it exhibits white color in
the W sub-pixel. Although it is possible to form a separate
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W-color filter layer via application and patterning of a white
color resist during formation of the color filter layers, the
overcoat layer 128 formed in the W sub-pixel may be used in
place of the W-color filter layer.

Next, a transparent conductive material such as ITO or [ZO
is deposited over the entire surface including the overcoat
layer 128, and patterned to form the second common elec-
trode 126 only in each W sub-pixel. The second common
electrode 126 is provided for the purpose of controlling a
viewing angle, and has the same size substantially as that of
the W sub-pixel.

Simultaneously, a second common line 127 (see FIG. 5) is
formed to integrally connect the second common electrodes
126 with each other. Here, the second common line 127 is
extended to a region outside the active region, and is electri-
cally connected with an external driving circuit of the TFT
array substrate via silver dots 191 (see FIG. 5), which are
disposed at corners of a panel in a following process.

Finally, after applying a sealing material along an edge of
the thin film transistor array substrate, and dispersing spacers
on the active region, the color filter array substrate 121 is
assembled to the TFT array substrate 111 to face each other,
and a liquid crystal layer 131 is formed between these sub-
strates, completing the LCD device according to the inven-
tion.

As apparent from the above description, the liquid crystal
display device and the method for manufacturing the same
according to the invention have advantageous effects as fol-
lows.

First, a white sub-pixel among RGBW-4 sub-pixels can be
driven in the same FFS mode as that of the adjacent RGB
sub-pixels for a wide viewing angle mode, thereby widening
the viewing angle while compensating white brightness, and
is driven in an mode different from that of the adjacent RGB
sub-pixels to form a vertical electric field for a narrow view-
ing angle mode, thereby lowering the viewing angle so as to
protect private information.

Secondly, according to the present invention, since the
common electrode is added only to an upper plate of each W
sub-pixel, additional manufacturing costs are lowered, and
the process is simple in comparison to a related technique of
controlling the viewing angle.

Additionally, the common electrode added to the upper
plate is floated or supplied with the same voltage as that of
another common electrode added to a lower plate in the wide
viewing angle mode, and is driven to have a predetermined
voltage difference between the upper and lower plates in the
narrow viewing angle mode, thereby allowing easy driving of
the LCD device.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cov-
ers the modifications and variations of this invention provided
they come within the scope of the appended claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

gate lines and data lines crossing each other to define
RGBW sub-pixels on a first substrate;

athin film transistor formed at each crossing of the gate and
data lines;

a first common electrode formed in each region of the
RGBW sub-pixels;
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a pixel electrode connected to the thin film transistor and
insulated from the first common electrode in each region
of the RGBW sub-pixels, the pixel electrode having at
least one slit;

a second substrate attached to the first substrate, wherein
the first and second substrates face each other with a
liquid crystal layer interposed therebetween; and

a second common electrode formed on the second sub-
strate in only each W sub-pixel for controlling viewing
angle,

wherein the W sub-pixel is driven in the same electric field
as a first electric field of the RGB sub-pixels in a wide
viewing angle mode, while the W sub-pixel is driven in
a second electric field different from the first electric
field of the RGB sub-pixels in a narrow viewing angle
mode.

2. The LCD device according to claim 1, further compris-

ing:

RGB-color filter layers corresponding to the RGB sub-
pixels on the second substrate, respectively; and

an overcoat layer on an overall surface of the second sub-
strate including the RGB-color filter layers between the
second common electrode and the RGB-color filter lay-
ers,

wherein a color filter layer is not formed in the W sub-pixel.

3. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein, in the
wide viewing angle mode, the first electric field is a fringe
field created between the pixel electrode and the first common
electrode in each of the RGBW sub-pixels and the liquid
crystal layer in each of the RGBW sub-pixels is driven in an
FFS mode.

4. The LCD device according to claim 3, wherein the
second common electrode is not supplied with a voltage, or is
supplied with a same voltage as that applied to the first com-
mon electrode.

5. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein, in the
narrow viewing angle mode, the second electric filed is a
vertical electric field formed between the first common elec-
trode of the W sub-pixel and the second common electrode,
and prevents light from passing through the W sub-pixel, and
the first electric field is a fringe field formed between the pixel
electrode and the first common electrode in each of the RGB
sub-pixels.
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6. The LCD device according to claim 5, wherein the pixel
electrode of the W sub-pixel is supplied with a same voltage
as the voltage applied to the first common electrode, or sup-
plied with a voltage less than a threshold voltage.

7. The LCD device according to claim 5, wherein the
second common electrode of the W sub-pixel is supplied with
a constant voltage to generate a voltage difference between
the first common electrode and the second common electrode.

8. The LCD device according to claim 7, wherein the
voltage difference between the first common electrode and
the second common electrode of the W sub-pixel is about 1-4
V or about -4--1V so as to create a vertical electric field
therebetween.

9. The LCD device according to claim 7, wherein the
voltage applied to the second common electrode is DC or AC
voltage.

10. The LCD device according to claim 5, wherein in the
narrow viewing angle mode, the liquid crystal layer in the
RGB sub-pixels is driven in an FFS mode, and the liquid
crystal layer in the W sub-pixel is tilted in a vertical direction.

11. The LCD device according to claim 1, further compris-
ing:

an orientation film inside the first and second substrates;

and

upper and lower polarization plate attached to outer sur-

faces of the first and second substrates.

12. The LCD device according to claim 11, wherein the
orientation film is orientated in a same direction as that of a
polarization axis of one of the upper and lower polarization
plates.

13. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein the
RGBW sub-pixels are disposed in a quad type or a stripe type
configuration.

14. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein the at
least one slit of the pixel electrode is disposed in a same
direction as that of the gate lines or the data lines.

15. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein the pixel
electrode, the first common electrode, and the second com-
mon electrode are transparent conductive layers.

16. The LCD device according to claim 1, wherein the
second common electrodes are connected to each other and
supplied with a voltage from the first substrate via silver dots.
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