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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY AND COMMON
ELECTRODE DRIVE CIRCUIT THEREOF

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a common electrode drive
circuit and a liquid crystal display.

At present, LCDs (Liquid Crystal Displays), especially
TFT-LCDs (Thin Film Transistor-Liquid Crystal Displays),
are increasingly used by virtue of their lightness, slimness,
portability and etc. However, flickering images often occur in
conventional LCDs in use, which affects display quality of
the LCDs. Below a brief explanation to the generation of
flickering images in a LCD is given.

A LCD comprises a plurality of pixels arranged in a matrix.
FIG. 1is a schematic diagram of an equivalent circuit for each
pixel in a LCD. As shown in FIG. 1, when a TFT-LCD is in
operation, on an array substrate, a gate switching-on (“ON”)
voltage is applied to a gate electrode g connected with a gate
line Gn, to turn on the TFT, so that a data voltage for display-
ing image on a data line Dm is applied onto a drain electrode
d through a source electrode s. The drain electrode d is con-
nected with a pixel electrode p, and thus the above-mentioned
data voltage is applied onto the pixel electrode p through the
drain electrode d to generate a pixel electrode voltage. A
common electrode layer is provided on a color filter substrate,
and a liquid crystal capacitor Clc is created between the pixel
electrode p and the common electrode layer on which a com-
mon voltage Vcom is applied. The liquid crystal capacitor Clc
exerts an electrical field on liquid crystal molecules to orien-
tate the liquid crystal molecules. In order to prevent liquid
crystal material from deterioration, the pixel electrode volt-
age may be reversed with respect to the common voltage, so
as to drive the deflection of liquid crystal material with a
reverse driving method in which the driving voltage is
switched between the positive and negative values repeatedly,
to control transitivity of light and display images of different
grey levels. During reverse driving, if it is desired to make
grey levels for an image and its reversed image to be consis-
tent, differences between the pixel electrode voltage and the
common voltage Vecom for the image and its reversed image
have to be close to each other in absolution value. Otherwise,
flickering images will occur.

As a parasitic capacitor Cgd is generated between the gate
electrode g and the drain electrode d, obvious fluctuation of
voltage generated when the gate line Gn is switched on and
off will be applied to the pixel electrode p through the para-
sitic capacitor Cgd, causing a voltage jump AV in the pixel
electrode voltage and affecting the precision of the eventual
pixel electrode voltage.

FIG. 2 is a schematic waveform diagram showing the
change in the pixel electrode voltage. As shown in FIG. 2,
when the gate line is turned off, the gate voltage Vg may have
a relative large voltage drop of about 10~40V, which will
affect the pixel electrode voltage Vp through the parasitic
capacitor to generate a voltage jump AV, and such influence
will exist all along until the gate line is turned on next time.
Therefore, the influence of this voltage jump on displayed
grey level canbe noticed by ahuman’s eye. When the gate line
is turned on next time, the data voltage Vd reverses in polarity,
so that the gate line is turned off again, and the voltage jump
AV will cause the new pixel electrode voltage Vp to drop too.
Accordingly, the pixel electrode voltage Vp is lower than the
data voltage Vd, and the value by which the voltage drops is
exactly the value of the voltage jump AV which is caused by
the change in the gate voltage Vg through the parasitic capaci-
tor. Thus, the phenomenon of flickering images occurs.
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2
SUMMARY

An embodiment of the present invention provides a com-
mon electrode drive circuit for a liquid crystal display, com-
prising a plurality of output terminals connected to a plurality
of common voltage input terminals of a common electrode
layer of the liquid crystal display and adapted for inputting
common voltages into the plurality of common voltage input
terminals, the common electrode layer driving liquid crystal
together with pixel electrodes of the liquid crystal display.
The common voltages input by the plurality of output termi-
nals decrease gradually from a data-line beginning end for
data signal input to a data-line tail end for data signal input of
the liquid crystal display.

Another embodiment of the present invention further pro-
vides a liquid crystal display, comprising: a liquid crystal
panel comprising an array substrate and a color filter substrate
disposed oppositely to each other with a liquid crystal layer
sandwiched therebetween, the array substrate comprising a
first substrate, a plurality of gate lines and a plurality of data
lines crossing each other perpendicularly on the first substrate
and a plurality of pixels; a gate driver and a data driver, the
gate driver outputting gate signals to the gate lines, the data
driver outputting data signals to the data lines, the gate driver
being provided on one side of the gate lines and connected to
each of the gate lines for inputting the gate signals; and a
common electrode drive circuit according to an embodiment
of the invention.

Further scope of applicability of the present invention will
become apparent from the detailed description given herein-
after. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating preferred
embodiments of the invention, are given by way ofillustration
only, since various changes and modifications within the
spirit and scope of the invention will become apparent to
those skilled in the art from the following detailed descrip-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given hereinafter and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illustra-
tion only, and thus are not limitative of the present invention
and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an equivalent circuit for
each pixel in a LCD;

FIG. 2 is a schematic waveform diagram showing the
change in the pixel electrode voltage;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a ML.G method;

FIG. 4isaschematic structural diagram of the first embodi-
ment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of the second
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of the third
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of the fourth
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of the fifth
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;
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FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of the sixth
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;

FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of the seventh
embodiment of the a common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention;

FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of the first
embodiment of the LCD of the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of the second
embodiment of the LCD of the present invention; and

FIG. 13 is a schematic structural diagram of the third
embodiment of the LCD of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

A MLG (Multi-Level Gate) method can be used to solve
the problem of flickering images. FIG. 3 is a schematic dia-
gram of the ML.G method. As shown in FIG. 3, this method is
to make the voltage jump AV as small as possible. The voltage
drop at the end phase of turnoff is reduced by lowering the
gate switching-on voltage from Von to Voff step by step when
the gate electrode is turned off, so that the voltage jump AV is
made smaller, and its influence on display is reduced. The
method can be carried out as follows: the gate voltage first is
lowered from the maximum Von to an intermediate point
Vonl and kept for a period of time t; during the time t, the
pixel electrode is still charged by the data line, so that the pixel
electrode voltage Vp first drops by AV1 and then increase by
AV2; finally, the gate voltage is lowered from the intermedi-
ate point to a end point Voff, along with which the pixel
electrode voltage Vp drops by AV3; and then the entire pro-
cess is completed. Although the MLG method reduces the
voltage jump AV to a certain extent and the phenomenon of
flickering images is alleviated, it is still difficult to improve
the quality of the overall image at the same time.

For the problem that the MLG method is still not able to
improve an entire displayed image at the same time, the
inventor learned from study that, on a displayed image on a
LCD, voltage jumps at various places may be different, but
the above-discussed MLG method applies the same common
voltage to all the common electrodes, which can not be close
to the pixel electrode voltages of all the pixels in absolute
value, and consequently, can not make grey levels of an image
and its reversed image to be consistent for all the pixels.
Therefore, the phenomenon of flickering images will still
occur to the LCD. Detailed explanation is as follows.

Voltage jumps for respective pixels on a displayed image of
aLCD may be different. This is mainly caused by two factors,
that is, RC (Resistance-Capacitance) characteristic of a gate
line and RC characteristic of a data line, respectively. First,
the influence of the RC characteristic of a gate line is
explained. As electrical characteristic of a gate line includes a
resistant component R and a parasitic capacitance component
C, when a gate driver applies a selection voltage signal which
switches on and off a gate onto a TFT through the gate line,
the gate selection voltage will be delayed due to the RC
characteristic of the gate line during the transmission of the
voltage signal through the gate line, which makes the voltage
actually obtained over the gate line drop to a certain extent
when the selection voltage on the gate line is transmitted from
the beginning end thereof to the tail end thereof. In the MLG
technology, a voltage jump AV is calculated based on the
following equations:

Ap-Ap_Ap Am
wherein,

Ap =Cgd*(Von-Vonl)/(Cgd+Cst+Clc);
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A= Ap1(1—exp(-t/R(Csi+Cle+Ced)):

A y3ced*(Vonl-Vofly(Ced+Cst+Cle).

From the above equations it can be seen that the RC char-
acteristic of the gate line will make the AV1 and AV3 at the
beginning end of the gate line higher than the AV1 and AV3
atthe tail end of the gate line, and thus, cause the voltage jump
AV from the beginning end of the gate line to the tail end of
the gate line vary.

Second, the RC characteristic of the date line may also
affect the voltage jump AV, because when the MLG technol-
ogy is applied, the pixel electrode voltage will recover AV2
after the gate voltage is lowered from the maximum to an
intermediate point and kept for a period of time since the date
line can still charge the pixel electrode at this time, and as the
RC characteristic of the data line, the RC value at the begin-
ning end of the data line is smaller than the RC value at the tail
end thereof, the AV2 at the beginning end of the data line is
larger than the AV2 at the tail end.

Due to both of these two factors, voltage jumps AV for
respective pixels of a LCD are different. Specifically, for a
LCD of a single-side gate driving form, the voltage jump AV
at the lower left side is the maximum, and the voltage jump
AV at the upper right side is the minimum. That is, the voltage
jumps AV change gradually within the display region of the
LCD. For a LCD of a double-side gate driving form, differ-
ences in the influences of voltage change during the turning
on and off of the gate line on the voltage jumps among
different points of the gate line are negligible, and therefore
only the influence of the data lines on the voltage jumps AV
need to be considered.

From the above discussion, it can be seen that different
common voltages can be applied onto the common electrode
layer of'a LCD according to the different voltage jumps AV of
respective pixels of the LCD, to make differences in the
common voltages of respective pixels as consistent as pos-
sible with differences in the voltage jumps at respective pix-
els, so that the entire display performance of the LCD can be
improved at the same time. One example of this method is as
follows: from a common electrode drive circuit, a plurality of
output terminals are led out, which are connected to a plural-
ity of common electrode input terminals of a common elec-
trode layer and apply common voltages onto the plurality of
common electrode input terminals; and the input common
voltages are suitable so long as they gradually decrease from
the data-line beginning end for data signal input to the data-
line tail end for data signal input. On this basis, influence of
the gate line can be further considered, making the input
common voltages to gradually increase from the gate-line
beginning end for gate signal input to the gate-line tail end for
gate signal input.

Now, embodiments will be given to explain the present
invention. It should be noted that in the following embodi-
ments of the invention, the common voltages at the beginning
end and the data-line tail end for data signal input and the
beginning end and the gate-line tail end for gate signal input
of the common electrode layer are different as examples; in
other embodiments, different common voltages can also be
applied to a middle position of the common electrode layer or
any other positions of the common electrode layer, so long as
the differences of the common voltages input at different
common electrode input terminals of the common electrode
layer are close in absolution value to the pixel electrode
voltage differences of the pixels where the common electrode
input terminals are located.
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FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of the first embodi-
ment of the common electrode drive circuit of the present
invention. The common electrode drive circuit 1 of the
present embodiment is connected to a liquid crystal panel 2.
Specifically, it is connected to a common electrode layer in a
color filter substrate of the liquid crystal panel 2. On the array
substrate of the liquid crystal panel 2 are usually provided
with data lines and gate lines which are crossed with each
other perpendicularly. Data image signals output from a data
driver 4 are input into one side of the data lines. The ends of
the data lines to which the data signals are input can be called
as the data-line beginning ends for data signal input, and then
the other ends of the data lines can be called as the data-line
tail ends for data signal input. Gate signals output from a gate
driver 3 are input into one side of the gate lines. The ends of
the gate lines to which the gate signals are input can be called
as the gate-line beginning ends for gate signal input, and then
the other ends of the gate lines can be called as the gate-line
tail ends for gate signal input. In the liquid crystal panel 2, the
color filter substrate and the array substrate are disposed
oppositely to each other, and the common electrode layer is
substantially parallel to a surface of the array substrate.

As shown in FIG. 4, the common electrode drive circuit 1
comprises a first output terminal 11 and a second output
terminal 12. The first output terminal 11 and the second
output terminal 12 output a first common voltage Vcom1 and
a second common voltage Vcom2, respectively, and the sec-
ond common voltage Veom?2 is smaller than the first common
voltage Vcom1. The first output terminal 11 is connected to a
first end 15 of the common electrode layer near the data-line
beginning ends for data signal input, and applies the first
common voltage Vcom1 to the first end 15. The first end 15
can comprise one or more points or regions of the common
electrode layer near the data-line beginning ends for data
signal input, and the first common voltage Vcom1 can be
applied to these points or regions through leads or by other
kinds of means. The second output terminal 12 is connected
to a second end 16 of the common electrode layer near the
data-line tail ends for data signal input, and applies the second
common voltage Vcom?2 to the second end 16. The second
end 16 is similar to the first end 15, and can comprise one or
more points or regions of the common electrode layer near the
data-line tail ends for data signal input. The second common
voltage Veom2 can be applied to these points or regions
through leads or by other kinds of means.

Because, on the array substrate of the liquid crystal panel 2,
voltage jumps AV of pixel electrode voltages increase gradu-
ally from the data-line beginning ends for data signal input to
the data-line tail ends for data signal input, the pixel electrode
voltages decrease gradually. At the same time, the second
common voltage Vcom?2 is smaller than the first common
voltage Vcom1. That is, similarly, along the data lines, the
common voltages applied on the common electrode layer
decrease gradually from the data-line beginning ends for data
signal input to the data-line tail ends for data signal input. The
variation trends of the pixel electrode voltages and the com-
mon voltages are consistent, so that the difference of the pixel
electrode voltages and difference of the common voltages can
be made as consistent as possible by adjusting the first com-
mon voltage Vcom1 and the second common voltage Vcom?2,
to reduce the phenomenon of flickering images of a liquid
crystal display.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit generates different common voltages and applies them
onto different positions on the liquid crystal panel respec-
tively in accordance with the different voltage jumps at
respective points on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation
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amount for the common voltages as consistent as possible
with variation amount of the voltage jumps for respective
points on the liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display
performance for an entire image can be largely improved.

FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of the second
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 5, in the common elec-
trode drive circuit 1 of the present embodiment, a first resistor
R1 is connected between a first electric potential (i.e., power
supply voltage AVdd) output terminal and a second electric
potential (i.e., grounding point) output terminal. In practice,
the first electric potential output terminal and the second
electric potential output terminal can also be other electric
potential output terminals having preset electric potentials, so
long as that the electric potential of the first electric potential
output terminal is larger than the electric potential of the
second electric potential output terminal. The first output
terminal 11 is led out from between the first resistor R1 and
the power supply voltage AVdd for output the first common
electrode Vcoml; and the second output terminal 12 is led out
from between the first resistor R1 and the grounding point for
output the second common voltage Vcom?2.

On the basis of the above configuration, a second resistor
R2 can be added between the first output terminal 11 and the
power supply voltage AVdd, and the first resistor R1 can be an
adjustable resistor so that the value of the first common volt-
age Veom1 output from the first output terminal 11 can be
adjusted by adjusting the resistance of the first resistor R1.
Also, a third resistor R3 can be added between the second
output terminal 12 and the grounding point, and the third
resistor R3 can also be an adjustable resistor, so that the value
of the second common voltage Vcom2 output from the second
output terminal 12 can be adjusted by adjusting the resistance
of the first resistor R1 and/or the third resistor R3. The first
common voltage Vecom1 and the second common voltage
Veom?2 can be adjusted as long as at least one of the first
resistor R1, the second resistor R2 and the third resistor R3 is
an adjustable resistor. In order to make the output voltages
more stable, the first common voltage Vcom1 and the second
common voltage Vcom2 can be output from the first output
terminal 11 and the second output terminal 12 via an opera-
tional amplifier. The voltages of the first common voltage
Veoml1 and the second common voltage Veom?2 output from
the operational amplifier are stable, and the influence of the
internal resistance of the common electrode layer on the first
common voltage Veom1 and the second common voltage
Veom?2 can be neglected.

The common electrode drive circuit of the present embodi-
ment can be applied to a liquid crystal display and, preferably,
to a liquid crystal display of a double-side gate driving form.
As shown in FIG. 5, in the present embodiment, the first end
can comprise a plurality of points dispersedly formed in the
common electrode layer near the data-line beginning ends for
data signal input, and they can be called as first common
voltage input terminals here. The second end can comprise a
plurality of points dispersedly formed in the common elec-
trode layer near the data-line tail ends for data signal input,
and they can be called as second common voltage input
terminals. The first output terminal 11 is connected to the first
common voltage input terminals of the common electrode
layer near the data-line beginning ends for data signal input,
and applies the first common voltage Vcom1 to the first com-
mon voltage input terminals. The first common electrode
input terminals are plural in number, and distributed on a side
of the common electrode layer near the data-line beginning
ends for data signal input. In practice, the first output terminal
11 can be connected to these first common voltage input
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terminals through a plurality of leads, and applies the first
common voltage Vcoml to the first common voltage input
terminals. Alternatively, a conductive band having a resistiv-
ity smaller than that ofthe common electrode layer can be laid
at a position of the common electrode layer near the data-line
beginning ends for data signal input, and the first output
terminal 11 is connected to the conductive band and applies
the first common voltage Vcom1 thereon. The second output
terminal 12 is connected to the second common voltage input
terminals of the common electrode layer near the data-line
tail ends for data signal input, and applies the second common
voltage Vcom?2 thereto. The second common voltage input
terminal are also plural in number, and distributed on a side of
the common electrode layer near the data-line tail ends for
data signal input. The way in which the second common
voltage Vcom?2 is applied to the second common voltage
input terminals can be the same as the way in which the first
common voltage Veoml is applied.

For a liquid crystal display of a double-side gate driving
form, two gate drivers are provided in the liquid crystal dis-
play on two sides of the gate lines, respectively, and each of
the gate lines is connected to both of the two gate drivers and
is driven simultaneously by the gate drivers on both sides. In
this case, differences in voltage jumps of the pixel electrode
voltages on the liquid crystal panel caused by the RC charac-
teristic of the gate lines are negligible, and the RC character-
istic of the data lines on the voltage jumps needs to be taken
into account. Thus, the first common voltage Veom1 and the
second common voltage Vcom2 can be input via the first
common voltage input terminals near the data-line beginning
ends for data signal input and the second common voltage
input ends near the data-line tail ends for data signal input of
the common electrode layer, respectively, in a two-step volt-
age input manner. As discussed above, the first common
voltage input terminals are plural in number and distributed in
the common electrode layer near the data-line beginning ends
for data signal input, the second common voltage input tet-
minals are plural in number and distributed in the common
electrode layer near the data-line tail ends for data signal
input, and the second common voltage Vecom?2 is smaller than
the first common voltage Vcoml. As a result, different com-
mon voltages are applied to the upper portion and the lower
portion of the common electrode layer of the liquid crystal
panel, and the variation trends of the common voltages and
the pixel electrode voltages are consistent with each other, so
that the phenomenon of flickering images of the liquid crystal
display can be largely reduced.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit applies different common voltages to the upper portion
and the lower portion of the liquid crystal panel respectively
in accordance with the different voltage jumps of respectively
points on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation amount
for the common voltages as consistent as possible with varia-
tion amount of the voltage jumps for respective points on the
liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display performance for
an entire image can be largely improved.

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of the third
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. the common electrode drive circuit of the
present embodiment differs mainly from the above discussed
second embodiment in that, in the second embodiment, both
of the first common voltage Vcom1 and the second common
voltage Vcom?2 are adjustable, and value of any one of the two
can be affected by adjusting the value of the other one, but for
the first common voltage Vcoml and the second common
voltage Vcom?2 in the present embodiment, value of the first
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common voltage Veom1 is not affected when the second
common voltage Veom?2 is adjusted.

As shown in FIG. 6, in the common electrode drive circuit
1 of the present embodiment, a first resistor R1 and a second
resistor R2 are connected in series between a first electric
potential (i.e., power supply voltage AVdd) output terminal
and a second electric potential (i.e., grounding point) output
terminal, and the first resistor R1 is an adjustable resistor. The
first output terminal 11 is led out from between the first
resistor R1 and the second resistor R2, and the first common
voltage Vcom1 output from the first output terminal 11 can be
adjusted by adjusting the resistance of the first resistor R1. In
practice, the second resistor R2 can also be an adjustable
resistor. Value of the first common voltage Vcoml can be
adjusted so long as at least one of the first resistor R1 and the
second resistor R2 is adjustable. If product uniformity is
relatively good, both of the first resistor R1 and the second
resistor R2 can be fixed resistors. Moreover, the common
electrode drive circuit 1 can further comprise a fourth resistor
R4, of which one end is connected to the second common
voltage input terminals and the other end is connected to the
second electric potential output terminal, i.e., the grounding
point. As the second common voltage Vcom?2 output from the
second output terminal 12 is not subject to operation of an
operational amplifier, and the common electrode layer has a
certain internal resistance, the fourth resistor R4 and the
internal resistance of the common electrode layer are effec-
tively connected in series and divide potential between the
first output terminal 11 and the second electric potential out-
put terminal (i.e., the grounding point). The first common
voltage Vcom1 output from the first output terminal 11 is
higher than the second common voltage Vcom2 output from
the second output terminal 12. The fourth resistor R4 is an
adjustable resistor, so that value of the second common volt-
age Vcom2 can be adjusted by adjusting the resistance of the
fourth resistor R4, and output value of the first common
voltage Vcom1 will not be affected when the second common
voltage Veom?2 is adjusted. If the second common voltage
Vecom?2 needs not to be adjusted, the fourth resistor R4 can
also be a fixed resistor, and thus cost can be reduced. In order
to obtain a stable driving voltage, the first common voltage
Veoml can be output from the first output terminal 11 via an
operational amplifier.

The common electrode drive circuit of the present embodi-
ment can also be applied to a liquid crystal display and,
preferably, to a liquid crystal display of the double-side gate
driving form as in the second embodiment.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit applies different common voltages to the upper portion
and the lower portion of the liquid crystal panel respectively
in accordance with different voltage jumps at respective
points on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation amount
for the common voltages as consistent as possible with varia-
tion amount of the voltage jumps for respective points on the
liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display performance for
an entire image can be largely improved.

FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of the fourth
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. The present embodiment differs from pre-
vious embodiments mainly in that the common electrode
drive circuits of the second and the third embodiments are
preferably applied to a liquid crystal display of a double-side
gate driving form, while the common electrode drive circuit
of the present embodiment is preferably applied to a liquid
crystal display of a single-side gate driving form, though an
effect of double-side gate driving can be obtained with a
liquid crystal display of a single-side gate driving form by
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designing internal structure, and therefore, the same structure
as the common electrode drive circuits of previous embodi-
ments can also be used. Of course, a liquid crystal display of
a single-side gate driving form can also use the common
electrode drive circuits of previous embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 7, the common electrode drive circuit of
the present embodiment employs the structure of the common
electrode drive circuit of the third embodiment, and other
structures as discussed in previous embodiments can also be
used. Thus, the details are repeated here. Now, explanation
will be given as to how an effect of double-side gate driving is
obtained with a liquid crystal display of a single-side gate
driving form.

The liquid crystal display has one gate driver, which is
provided on one side of the gate lines and connected to each
of the gate lines. On the other side of the gate lines are
provided a gate switching-on voltage input line 17 and a gate
switching-off (“OFF”) voltage input line 18, which are con-
nected to each of the gate lines through switches respectively.
In the present embodiment, the switches can be thin film
transistor switches. The gate switching-on voltage input line
17 is connected with a gate switching-on voltage generator
20, and a gate switching-on voltage is input from the gate
switching-on voltage generator 20 to the gate switching-on
voltage input line 17. The gate switching-off voltage input
line 18 is connected with a gate switching-off voltage gen-
erator 21, and a gate switching-off voltage is input from the
gate switching-off voltage generator 21 to the gate switching-
off voltage input line 18. The gate switching-on voltage input
line 17 and the gate switching-off voltage input line 18 can be
provided on the array substrate, and the gate switching-on
voltage generator 20 and the gate switching-off voltage gen-
erator 21 can be provided in the data driver 4. The gate
switching-on voltage and the gate switching-off voltage out-
put from the data driver 4 are generated by circuits provided
ona PCB (Printed Circuit Board) of the data driver 4, and then
connected to the array substrate through leads of COF (Chip
On Film). On the right side of the array substrate are provided
a first thin film transistor 5 and a second thin film transistor 6.
The gate and the drain electrodes of the first thin film transis-
tor 5 are connected to the Nth gate line, and the source
electrode thereof is connected to the gate switching-on volt-
age input line 17. The gate electrode of the second thin film
transistor 6 is connected to the (N+1)th gate line, the drain
electrode thereof is connected to the Nth gate line, and the
source electrode thereof is connected to the gate switching-
off voltage input line 18.

With the above design, an effect of double-side driving can
be obtained in a single-side driving panel. The operation is
explained as follows. When the Nth gate line is switched on,
and the gate driver 3 inputs the gate switching-on voltage to
oneend of the Nth gate line, the gate electrode of the first thin
film transistor 5 is switched on, and the gate switching-on
voltage line 17 is turned on to input the gate switching-on
voltage to the other end ofthe Nth gate line simultaneously, so
that the same gate switching-on voltage is effectively applied
to both ends of the Nth gate line simultaneously. Similarly,
when the Nth gate line is switched off while the (N+1)th gate
line is switched on, and the date driver 3 inputs the gate
switching-off voltage to one end of the Nth gate line, the
second thin film transistor 6 is switched on, and the gate
switching-off voltage input line 18 is turned on to input the
gate switching-off voltage to the other end of the Nth gate line
simultaneously, so that the same gate switching-off voltage is
effectively applied to both ends of the Nth gate line simulta-
neously. In this way, influence of the RC characteristic of the
Nth gate line on voltage jumps AV at difference positions of
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the gate line is negligible, and influence of the RC character-
istic of the data line on the voltage jumps AV needs to be taken
into account. In this case, the manner for applying common
voltage as discussed in the second and the third embodiments
can be used to input different common voltages to the first
common voltage input terminals (i.e., a plurality of points on
the upper portion) near the data-line beginning ends for data
signal input and the second common voltage input terminals
(i.e., a plurality of points on the lower portion) near the
data-line tail ends for data signal input of the common elec-
trode layer of the liquid crystal panel, respectively. Thus,
details will not be repeated here.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit generates and applies different common voltages to
different portions of the liquid crystal panel respectively in
accordance with different voltage jumps at respective points
on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation amount for the
common voltages as consistent as possible with variation
amount of the voltage jumps for respective points on the
liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display performance for
an entire image can be largely improved.

FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of the fifth
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 8, the common electrode
drive circuit of the present embodiment employs the structure
of the common electrode drive circuit in the fourth embodi-
ment, details of which will not be repeated here. Similar to
previous embodiments, other structures can also be used.

The common electrode circuit of the present embodiment
differs from the common electrode drive circuits of the pre-
vious embodiments mainly in that: in the previous embodi-
ments, there are more than one first end and more than one
second end, but in the present embodiment, there is only one
first end and one second end, the first end is provided on the
common electrode layer near a crossing point of the data-line
beginning ends for data signal input and the gate-line tail ends
for gate signal input, which may be called as the third com-
mon voltage input terminal here, and the second end is pro-
vided on the common electrode layer near a crossing point of
the data-line tail ends for data signal input and the gate-line
beginning ends for gate signal input, which may be called as
the fourth common voltage input terminal.

The common electrode drive circuit of the present embodi-
ment can be applied to a liquid crystal display and, preferably,
to aliquid crystal display of a single-side gate driving form. A
liquid crystal display of a single-side gate driving form has
one gate driver which is provided on one side of gate lines and
connected to each gate line to input gate signal thereto. For a
liquid crystal display of such a driving form, a first output
terminal 11 of the common electrode drive circuit is con-
nected to the third common voltage input terminal of the
common electrode layer near the crossing point of the data-
line beginning ends for data signal input and the gate-line tail
ends for gate signal input (that is, at the upper right corner),
and the second output terminal 12 is connected to the fourth
common voltage input terminal of the common electrode
layer near the crossing point of the data-line tail ends for data
signal input and the gate-line beginning ends for gate signal
input (that is, at the lower left corner). By taking into account
of the influence of both the RC characteristic of data lines and
the RC characteristic of gatelines on voltage jump AV of each
pixel on the liquid crystal panel, it can be seen that the voltage
Jump AV at the lower left corer is the maximum, and the
voltage jump at the upper right corner is the minimum. At this
point, on the basis of the influence of the RC characteristic of
data lines on voltage jump, the influence of the RC charac-
teristic of gate lines on voltage jump are also considered. That
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is, to make common voltages input from different common
voltage input terminals of the common electrode layer
increase gradually from the gate-line beginning ends for gate
signal input to the gate-line tail ends for gate signal input
while making the input common voltage decrease gradually
from the data-line beginning ends for data signal input to the
data-line tail ends for data signal input.

Accordingly, in the present embodiment, common volt-
ages are applied in a two-step voltage input manner discussed
above, in which a first common voltage Vcom1 is applied to
the third common voltage input terminal at the upper right
corner of the common electrode layer, a second common
voltage Vecom?2 is applied to the fourth common voltage input
terminal at the lower left corner of the common electrode
layer, and the second common voltage Vcom?2 is smaller than
the first common voltage Vcom1. The variation trend from the
first common voltage Vcoml to the second common voltage
Veom?2 is consistent with variation trend of the pixel elec-
trode voltages of the array substrate. The internal resistance of
the common electrode layer and the fourth resistor R4 are
connected in series and divide potential. Therefore values of
the first common voltage Vcoml and the second common
voltage Veom?2 can be adjusted by adjusting the first resistor
R1 and the fourth resistor R4, so as to make a difference
between the voltages Vcom1 and Vecom?2 as consistent as
possible with a difference between the voltage jump AV1 at
the third common voltage input terminal at the upper right
corner and the voltage jump AV?2 at the fourth common volt-
age input terminal at the lower left corner of the liquid crystal
panel, thereby reducing considerably the phenomenon of
flickering images of the liquid crystal display.

In the common electrode drive circuit of the present
embodiment, when products of liquid crystal panels are
stable, that is, when the RC characteristics of gate lines and
data lines of a liquid crystal panel are consistent, a fixed
resistor can be used for the fourth resistor R4 so as to reduce
cost, and it is usually enough to adjust value of the first
common voltage Vcom1. When liquid crystal panel products
are not uniform, that is, when the RC characteristics of gate
lines and data lines are caused to be not consistent due to
discrepancy of liquid crystal panels and voltage jumps AV of
respective liquid crystal panels are not consistent, the fourth
resistor R4 can be set to be an adjustable resistor. In this case,
by adjusting the fourth resistor R4, value of the second com-
mon voltage Vcom?2 at the upper left corner can be adjusted to
according to the variation of the voltage jump AV of the liquid
crystal panel, thereby obtaining good display performance. In
practical experiments, an improvement of about 2 db can be
acquired. In addition, the first common voltage Vcom1 can
also be output via an operational amplifier, which can make
the output voltage more stable.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit applies two different common voltages to the upper
right corner and the lower left corner of the liquid crystal
panel respectively in accordance with different voltage jumps
at respective points on the liquid crystal panel, to make varia-
tion amount for the common voltages as consistent as pos-
sible with variation amount of the voltage jumps for respec-
tive points on the liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display
performance for an image can be largely improved.

FIG. 9 is a schematic structural diagram of the sixth
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 9, the common electrode
drive circuit of the present embodiment adds two common
voltage output terminals on the basis of the fifth embodiment.
Specifically, a third output terminal 13 and a fourth output
terminal 14 are further comprised. The third output terminal
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13 is connected to a fifth common voltage input terminal of
the common electrode layer near a crossing point of the
data-line beginning ends for data signal input and the gate-
line beginning ends for gate signal input, and applies a third
common voltage Vcom3 to the fifth common voltage input
terminal. The fourth output terminal 14 is connected to a sixth
common voltage input terminal of the common electrode
layer near the data-line tail ends for data signal input and the
gate-line tail ends for gate signal input, and applies a fourth
common voltage Vcom4 to the sixth common voltage input
terminal. Values of the third common voltage Vcom3 and the
fourth common voltage Vcomd4 are between those of the first
common voltage Vcom1 and the second common voltage
Veom?2, that is, are both larger than the second common
voltage Vcom2 and smaller than the first common voltage
Veoml, and the third common voltage Vcom3 is smaller than
the fourth common voltage Vcomd.

Further, on the basis of the fifth embodiment, the common
electrode drive circuit of the present embodiment adds three
resistors connected in series between the first output terminal
11 and the second output terminal 12, that is, a fifth resistor
RS, a sixth resistor R6 and a seventh resistor R7 connected in
series and dividing potential between the first output terminal
11 and the second output terminal 12. The third output termi-
nal 13 is led out from between the fifth resistor RS and the
sixth resistor R6, and is connected to the fifth common volt-
age input terminal at the upper left corner of the liquid crystal
panel 2 to apply the third common voltage Vcom3. The fourth
output terminal 14 is led out from between the sixth resistor
R6 and the seventh resistor R7, and is connected to the sixth
common voltage input terminal at the lower right corner of the
liquid crystal panel 2 to apply the fourth common voltage
Vcomd, which is larger than the third common voltage
Veom3.

Similar to previous embodiments, in the common electrode
drive circuit of the present embodiment, the first resistor R1
can also be connected between another position between the
first electric potential output terminal and the second electric
potential output terminal, but not between the power supply
voltage AVdd and the grounding point, so long as the electric
potential of the first electric potential output terminal is larger
than the electric potential of the second electric potential
output terminal. Any one or both of the first resistor R1 and
the second resistor R2 can be an adjustable resistor, which can
be used to adjust value of the first common voltage Vcoml.
When liquid crystal panel products are uniform, the fourth
resistor R4 can be a fixed resistor. Alternatively, the fourth
resistor R4 can be an adjustable resistor, so that value of the
second common voltage Veom?2 can be adjusted by adjusting
the fourth resistor R4. Similar, for the fifth resistor RS, the
sixth resistor R6 and the seventh resistor R7, only at least one
of them needs to be an adjustable resistor to make values of
the third common voltage Vcom3 and the fourth common
voltage Vcomd adjustable. In order to obtain relatively stable
voltages, the first common voltage Vecom1, the second com-
mon voltage Vcom?2, the third common voltage Vcom3 and
the fourth common voltage Vcomd4 can all be output via a
respective operational amplifier.

The common electrode drive circuit of the present embodi-
ment can be applied to a liquid crystal display and, preferably,
to a liquid crystal display of a single-side gate driving form.
For a liquid crystal display of a single-side gate driving form,
based on consideration of the influence of the RC character-
istics of gate lines and data lines on voltage jump AV, it is
found that the voltage jump AV at the lower left corner of the
liquid crystal panel is the maximum, that at the upper left
corner is smaller, that at the lower right corner is further
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smaller, and that at the upper right corner is the minimum.
Therefore, a four-step voltage input manner is used, in which
the first common voltage Vcoml is applied to the upper right
corner of the liquid crystal panel, the second common voltage
Veom?2 is applied to the lower left corner, the third common
voltage Veom3 is applied to the upper left corner, the fourth
common voltage Vcomd is applied to the lower right corner,
and the third common voltage Vcom3 is smaller than the
fourth common voltage Vcomd. In this way, display perfor-
mance of images of a liquid crystal display can be made
better.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit applies fourth different common voltages to the upper
right corner, the lower left corner, the upperleft corner and the
lower right corner of the liquid crystal panel respectively in
accordance with different voltage jumps at respective points
on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation amount for the
common voltages as consistent as possible with variation
amount of the voltage jumps for respective points on the
liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display performance for
an image can be largely improved.

FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of the seventh
embodiment of the common electrode drive circuit of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 10, the common elec-
trode drive circuit of the present embodiment comprises also
four output terminals, that is, the first output terminal 11, the
second output terminal 12, the third output terminal 13 and
the fourth output terminal 14, and the four output terminals
11~14 are used for the same purpose as in the sixth embodi-
ment. The difference lies in that the structure of the common
electrode drive circuit for generating common voltages for
the four output terminals is different.

The common electrode drive circuit of the present embodi-
ment adds, on the basis of the structure of the common elec-
trode drive circuit of the second embodiment, three resistors
connected in series between the first output terminal 11 and
the second output terminal 12, that is, a fourth resistor R4, a
fifth resistor RS and a sixth resistor R6. The third output
terminal 13 is led out from between the fourth resistor R4 and
the fifth resistor RS, and the fourth output terminal is led out
from between the fifth resistor RS and the sixth resistor R6.
Values of the first common voltage Vcom1 and the second
common voltage vcom2 can be changed by adjusting resis-
tances of the first resistor R1 and the third resistor R3. Also,
the first common voltage Vcoml and the second common
voltage Veom?2 can be driven by an operational amplifier, so
as to make the voltages stable. The fourth resistor R4, the fifth
resistor RS and the sixth resistor R6 are fixed resistors. Alter-
natively, at least one of the fifth resistor R5 and the sixth
resistor R6 can be an adjustable resistor, so that values of the
third common voltage Vcom3 and the fourth common voltage
Vcomd4 can be changed by adjusting resistance of the adjust-
able resistor.

In the present embodiment, the common electrode drive
circuit applies different common voltages to four corners of
the panel in accordance with different voltage jumps at
respective points on the liquid crystal panel, to make variation
amount for the common voltages as consistent as possible
with variation amount of the voltage jumps for respective
points on the liquid crystal panel, so that the entire display
performance for an entire image can be largely improved.

The present invention also provides a liquid crystal display
having a common electrode drive circuit as described in the
above embodiments. The common electrode drive circuit of
the liquid crystal display is connected with a common elec-
trode layer for inputting common voltages into different com-
mon voltage input terminals of the common electrode layer.
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In the following embodiment of the liquid crystal display, the
common electrode layer of the liquid crystal display is pro-
vided on a color filter substrate.

FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of the first
embodiment of the liquid crystal display of the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 11, the liquid crystal display of the
present embodiment is a liquid crystal display of a single-side
gate driving form, which comprises a common electrode
drive circuit 1, a liquid crystal panel, a gate driver 3 and a data
driver 4. The liquid crystal panel is constituted by an array
substrate 22 and a color filter substrate 23 which are
assembled together with a liquid crystal layer 24 sandwiched
therebetween. The array substrate 22 comprises a first sub-
strate and a plurality of gate lines and data lines crossing each
other perpendicularly on the first substrate. The color filter
substrate 23 comprises a second substrate and a common
electrode layer 19 formed on the second substrate. The liquid
crystal display has one gate driver 3 provided on one side of
the gate lines and connected to each of the gate lines for input
gate signals to the gate lines. The data driver 4 input data
signals to the data lines, and the common electrode drive
circuit 1 is provided on the data driver 4. The common elec-
trode drive circuit 1 is connected to the common electrode
layer 19 on the color filter substrate 23 for applying common
voltages to the common electrode layer 19.

The common electrode drive circuit 1 of the present inven-
tion can employ any structure as described in the first to
seventh embodiments of the common electrode drive circuit.

FIG. 12 is a schematic structural diagram of the second
embodiment of the liquid crystal display of the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 12, the present embodiment differs
from the first embodiment mainly in that the liquid crystal
display of the present embodiment is a liquid crystal display
of a double-side gate driving form with two gate drivers 3
provided on two sides of the gate lines, and each of the gate
lines is connected with both of the gate drivers 3 and is driven
by both of the gate drivers 3 simultaneously.

The common electrode drive circuit 1 of the present
embodiment can employ the structures described in the first to
the third embodiments. That is, as the liquid crystal display of
the present embodiment has a structure of a double-side gate
driving form, influence of the characteristic of the gate lines
on voltage jumps is negligible, and therefore, it is possible to
take influence of only the data lines on voltage jumps into
account and input the first common voltage and the second
common voltage into the data-line beginning ends for data
signal input and the data-line tail ends for data signal input,
respectively.

FIG. 13 is a schematic structural diagram of the third
embodiment of the liquid crystal display of the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 13, similar to the second embodiment,
the present embodiment has also a double-side driving effect,
and the common electrode drive circuit 1 can also employ the
structures described in the first to the third embodiments, with
which it is possible to take influence of only the data lines on
voltage jumps into account and input the first common volt-
age and the second common voltage into the data-line begin-
ning ends for data signal input and the data-line tail ends for
data signal input, respectively.

At the same time, the present embodiment differs from the
second embodiment mainly in that the liquid crystal display
of the present embodiment has a structure of a single-side
driving form rather than a double-side driving form, but
achieves the double-side driving effect by means of structural
modification. The liquid crystal display has one gate driver 3
provided on one side ofthe gate lines and connected with each
of the gate lines. On the other side of the gate lines is provided
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a gate switching-on voltage input line and a gate switching-
off voltage input line connected to each of the gate lines
through switches. When the gate driver 3 inputs the gate
switching-on voltage into one end of a gate line, the gate
switching-on voltage input line is turned on and input the gate
switching-on voltage into the other end of the gate line at the
same time. When the gate driver 3 inputs the gate switching-
off voltage into one end of a gate line, the gate switching-off
voltage input line is turned on and input the gate switching-off
voltage into the other end of the gate line at the same time.
Detailed explanation is omitted here.

The liquid crystal displays of the above embodiments
apply different common voltages onto different portions of
the liquid crystal panel respectively in accordance with dif-
ferent voltage jumps at respective points on the panel, to make
variation amount for the common voltages as consistent as
possible with variation amount of the voltage jumps for
respective points on the liquid crystal panel, so that the entire
display performance for an image can be considerably
improved, and the problem of flickering images can be
reduced. Moreover, an adjustable resistor(s) can be used to
facilitate adjustment of values of the common voltages, and
an operational amplifier(s) can be used to make the common
voltage outputs more stable.

The embodiment of the invention being thus described, it
will be obvious that the same may be varied in many ways.
Such variations are not to be regarded as a departure from the
spirit and scope of the invention, and all such modifications as
would be obvious to those skilled in the art are intended to be
included within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A common electrode drive circuit for driving a liquid
crystal display in a Multi-Level Gate method, comprising:

a plurality of output terminals connected to a plurality of
common voltage input terminals of a common electrode
layer of the liquid crystal display and adapted for input-
ting common voltages into the plurality of common
voltage input terminals, the common electrode layer
driving liquid crystal together with pixel electrodes of
the liquid crystal display,

wherein the common voltages input by the plurality of
output terminals decrease gradually from a data-line
beginning end for data signal input to a data-line tail end
for data signal input of the liquid crystal display;

wherein the plurality of output terminals comprise:

a first output terminal connected to a first common voltage
input terminal of the common electrode layer and apply-
ing a first common voltage to the first common voltage
input terminal, wherein the first common voltage input
terminal is adjacent to a crossing point of the data-line
beginning end for data signal input and the gate-line tail
end for gate signal input;

a second output terminal connected to a second common
voltage input terminal of the common electrode layer
and applying a second common voltage to the second
common voltage input terminal that is smaller than the
first common voltage, wherein the second common volt-
age input terminal is adjacent to a crossing point of the
data-line tail end for data signal input and the gate-line
beginning end for gate signal input;

a third output terminal connected to a third common volt-
age input terminal of the common electrode layer and
applying a third common voltage to the third common
voltage input terminal, wherein the third common volt-
age input terminal is adjacent to a crossing point of the
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data-line beginning end for data signal input and the
gate-line beginning end for gate signal input;

a fourth output terminal connected to a fourth common
voltage input terminal of the common electrode layer
and applying a fourth common voltage to the fourth
common voltage input terminal, wherein the fourth
common voltage input terminal is adjacent to a crossing
point of the data-line tail end for data signal input and the
gate-line tail end for gate signal input; and

wherein the third common voltage and the fourth common
voltage are both larger than the second common voltage
and smaller than the first common voltage, and the third
common voltage is smaller than the fourth common
voltage.

2. The common electrode drive circuit of claim 1, wherein
the common voltages input by the plurality of output termi-
nals also increases gradually from a gate-line beginning end
for gate signal input to a gate-line tail end for gate signal
input.

3. The common electrode drive circuit of claim 1, wherein
at least one of the first output terminal, the second output
terminal, the third output terminal and the fourth output ter-
minal is connected to the corresponding input terminal via an
operational amplifier.

4. A liquid crystal display, comprising;

a liquid crystal panel comprising an array substrate and a
color filter substrate disposed oppositely to each other
with aliquid crystal layer sandwiched therebetween, the
array substrate comprising a first substrate, a plurality of
gate lines and a plurality of data lines crossing each other
perpendicularly on the first substrate and a plurality of
pixels;

a gate driver and a data driver, the gate driver outputting
gate signals to the gate lines, the data driver outputting
data signals to the data lines, the gate driver being pro-
vided on one side of the gate lines and connected to each
of the gate lines for inputting the gate signals; and

a common electrode drive circuit of claim 1 for driving in
a Multi-Level Gate method.

5. The liquid crystal display of claim 4, wherein in the
common electrode drive circuit, the common voltages input
by the plurality of output terminals also increase gradually
from a gate-line beginning end for gate signal input to a
gate-line tail end for gate signal input.

6. The liquid crystal display of claim 4, further comprising
another gate driver provided on the other side of the gate lines,
wherein each of the gate lines is connected to both of the gate
driver and the another gate driver at the same time.

7. The liquid crystal display of claim 4, wherein a gate
switching-on voltage input line and a gate switching-off volt-
age input lineare further provided on the other side of the gate
lines and connected to each of the gate lines via switches;

when the gate drivers input agate switching-on voltage into
one end of a gate line, the gate switching-on voltage
input line is turned on and inputs the gate switching-on
voltage into the other end of the gate line at the same
time;

when the gate drivers input a gate switching-off voltage
into one end of a gate line, the gate switching-off voltage
input line is turned on and inputs the gate switching-off
voltage into the other end of the gate line; and

the common electrode drive circuit is connected to the
common electrode layer of the liquid crystal display.
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