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7) ABSTRACT

Aliquid crystal display (LCD) device mainly includes a first
substrate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal layer
provided between the inner-surfaces of the first and the
second substrates. The first substrate has a plurality of pixel
regions arranged in a matrix, wherein each of the pixel
regions is provided with a switching element (e.g., TFT), a
reflection electrode (as an ambient light reflector) and a
transmission electrode (as a backlight transmitter). The
second substrate is provided with color filter elements for
displaying colors and a common electrode. The LCD
according to the present invention is characterized by having
an extra color filter layer provided in each of the pixel
regions of the first substrate for improving the color satu-
ration in the transmissive mode.
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1
LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to Liquid Crystal Display (LCD)
and in particular to LCDs of the transflective type.

2. Description of the Related Art

LCDs can be classified according to the source of illu-
mination. Reflective displays are illuminated by ambient
light that enters the display from the front. A reflective
surface, such as an aluminum or silver reflector placed in or
behind the reflective display, returns light to illuminate the
reflective display. Although reflective displays meet the need
for low power consumption, the displays often appear rather
dark and are therefore difficult to read. In addition, there are
many conditions where there is insufficient ambient light,
the purely reflective display is thus limited in usefulness.

In applications where the intensity of ambient light is
insufficient for viewing, supplemental lighting, such as a
backlight assembly, is used to illuminate the display.
Although supplemental lighting can illuminate a display
regardless of ambient lighting conditions, it is an expensive
drain on battery life. Thus, the batteries on portable
computers, for example, must typically be recharged after 2
10 4 hours of continuous backlight use. In applications where
the intensity of ambient light is very strong, e.g., under an
outdoor burning sun, the transmissive image illuminated
only by the backlight assembly is insufficient for viewing
because of poor contrast.

In an attempt to overcome the above described drawbacks
of reflective and transmissive displays, some electronic
displays have been designed to use ambient light when it is
available and backlighting only when it is necessary. This
dual function of reflection and transmission leads to the
designation, “transflective”. Transflective LCDs are dual
mode display devices. These devices operate either with the
available ambient light in a reflective mode or with an
internal backlight in a transmissive mode.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional transflective LCD 100
which comprises two opposing glass substrates 32 and 34
with a liquid crystal layer 36 sandwiched therebetween. Two
polarizers 20 and 40 are formed on the outer surfaces of the
two substrates 32 and 34. A retardation film 22 is formed
between the substrate 32 and the polarizer 20, and a retar-
dation film 24 is formed between the substrate 34 and the
polarizer 40. Typically, the substrate 34 is provided with a
plurality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix each with a
TFT, a reflection electrode 37 (as an ambient light reflector)
and a transmission electrode 38 (as a back light transmitter)
which is formed at a location corresponding to the opening
of the reflection electrode 37. The substrate 32 is provided
with color filter elements 33 for displaying colors and a
common electrode 35. While the liquid crystal layer having
negative dielectric anisotropy is possible, the liquid crystal
layer has the more popular positive dielectric anisotropy.
Thus, when the switching element is in the “on” state or in
the “off” state, the light passing through the liquid crystal
layer will be altered in some way, depending upon the nature
of the light and the type of LCD.

In the reflective mode, the light passes through the color
filter element 33 twice; however, in the transmissive mode,
the light passes through the color filter element 33 only once.
Therefore, each pixel region of the conventional LCD 100 is
provided an extra color filter layer 33a on the color filter
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element 33 of the substrate 32. This arrangement can effec-
tively prevent degraded color saturation in the transmissive
mode. However, since the extra color filter layer 33a and
transmission electrode 38 are formed on the two different
substrates 32 and 34, the two glass substrate 32 and 34 must
be precisely aligned during assembly such that the extra
color filter layer 33a can be precisely formed on the region
of the color filter element 33 corresponding to the transmis-
sion electrode 38. Therefore, the manufacturing process of
the conventional LCD 100 may not be easily controlled and
requires precise design. Accordingly, there exists a need in
the art for a transflective liquid crystal display which
overcomes, or at least reduces the above-mentioned prob-
lems of the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide
a transflective LCD which has good color saturation in the
transmissive mode and can be easily manufactured.

The liquid crystal display (LCD) according to the present
invention primarily comprises a first substrate, a second
substrate and a liquid crystal layer formed between the inner
surfaces of the first and the second substrates. The first
substrate is provided with a plurality of pixel regions
arranged in a matrix each with a switching element (e.g.,
TFT), a reflection electrode (as an ambient light reflector)
and a transmission electrode (as a backlight transmitter). The
LCDs according to the present invention are characterized
by having an extra color filter layer provided in each of the
pixel regions of the first substrate for improving the color
saturation in the transmissive mode.

In a general aspect of the present invention, the first
substrate is provided with a plurality of gate lines formed
parallel to one another, and a plurality of data lines formed
parallel to one another and vertically to the gate lines. The
gate lines and the data lines are arranged to form a matrix of
pixel regions with each of the pixel regions bounded by two
adjacent gate lines and two adjacent data lines. The switch-
ing elements are formed at intersections of the gate lines and
the data lines. A passivation layer is formed on the switching
elements and the data lines. The passivation layer has a
plurality of contact holes. An overcoat layer is formed on the
passivation layer with an uneven surface closest to the liquid
crystal layer (i.c., the side of the overcoat layer adjacent to
the liquid erystal layer has an uneven surface) and the
overcoat layer has a plurality of cavities to expose the
contact holes of the passivation layer. Preferably, two polar-
izers are provided on the outer surfaces of the first and
second substrates. A first retardation film is provided
between the first substrate and the polarizer and a second
retardation film is provided between the second substrate
and the polarizer.

According to one embodiment of the present invention,
the reflection electrode is formed on the overcoat layer such
that the surface of the reflection electrode is uneven. The
reflection electrode has at least one opening corresponding
to the cavity of the overcoat layer, and the transmission
electrode is disposed at a location corresponding to the
opening of the reflection electrode. The transmission elec-
trode and the reflection electrode are electrically connected
to each other and at least one of them is electrically
connected to the switching element. It is noted that the color
filter layer is formed in the cavities of the overcoat layer. In
this embodiment, the second substrate is provided with color
filter elements for displaying colors. In the transmissive
mode, light will pass through the color filter layer in the
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cavities and the color filter element on the second substrate,
and then arrive a viewer thereby obtaining better color
saturation. It will be understood that the transmission elec-
trode is preferably disposed between the color filter layer
and the liquid crystal layer. Alternatively, the transmission
electrode may be also disposed under the color filter layer.
In any pixel region, the color filter element of the second
substrate and the corresponding color filter layer of the first
substrate have the same color.

According to another embodiment of the present
invention, the overcoat layer is made of a color filter
material. The reflection electrode is formed on the overcoat
layer such that the surface of the reflection electrode is
uneven. The reflection electrode has at least one opening
formed at a location outside the region corresponding to the
cavity of the overcoat layer. The reflection electrode is
electrically connected to the switching element through the
contact hole of the passivation layer. It is noted that there is
another color filter layer being formed over the reflection
electrode and filling the cavity of the overcoat layer. The
color filter layer has a substantially even surface closest to
the liquid crystal layer, and has at least one hole. The
transmission electrode is disposed on the substantially even
surface of the color filter layer and electrically connected to
the reflection electrode through the hole of the color filter
layer. Preferably, the hole of the color filter layer is formed
at a location outside the region corresponding to the cavity
of the overcoat layer. In the transmissive mode, light will
pass through the color filter material of the overcoat layer
and another color filter layer on the reflection electrode, and
then arrive a viewer, thereby obtaining better color satura-
tion.

According to still another embodiment of the present
invention, the overcoat layer further comprises a plurality of
second cavities. The reflection electrode is formed on the
overcoat layer such that the surface of the reflection elec-
trode is uneven. The reflection electrode has a first opening
corresponding to the cavity of the overcoat layer exposing
the contact hole of the passivation layer and a second
opening corresponding to the second cavity of the overcoat
layer. At least a portion of the reflection electrode is elec-
trically connected to the switching element through the
contact hole of the passivation layer. It is noted that the color
filter layer is formed on the reflection electrode and fills the
cavities of the overcoat layer. The color filter layer has a
substantially even surface closest to the liquid crystal layer,
and has at least one hole. The transmission electrode is
formed on the substantially even surface of the color filter
layer and electrically connected to the reflection electrode
through the hole of the color filter layer. Preferably, the hole
of the color filter layer is formed at a location outside the
region corresponding to the cavities of the overcoat layer. In
the transmissive mode, light will pass through the color filter
layer filling the cavities of the overcoat layer and then arrive
a viewer, thereby obtaining a better color saturation.

According to still another embodiment of the present
invention, the color filter layer is substituted for the overcoat
layer and formed on the passivation layer. The color filter
layer has an uneven surface closest to the liquid crystal layer
and has a plurality of cavities to expose the contact holes of
the passivation layer. The transmission electrode is provided
on the color filter layer and electrically connected to the
switching element through the contact hole of the passiva-
tion layer. The reflection electrode is provided on the trans-
mission electrode such that the surface of the reflection
electrode is uneven. The reflection electrode has at least one
opening formed at a location outside the region correspond-
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ing to the cavity of the overcoat layer. In this embodiment,
the second substrate is provided with color filter elements
for displaying colors. In the transmissive mode, light will
pass through the color filter layer on the passivation layer
and the color filter element on the second substrate, and then
arrive a viewer, thereby obtaining a better color saturation.
In any pixel region, the color filter element of the second
substrate and the corresponding color filter layer of the first
substrate have the same color.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other objects, advantages, and novel features of the
invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description when taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
conventional transflective LCD;

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
transflective LCD according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
transflective LCD according to a second embodiment of the
present invention,

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
transflective LCD according to a third embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
transflective LCD according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of a portion of a
transflective LCD according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a top plan view of a pixel region according to
one embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 2-6 illustrate the transflective LCDs according to
the embodiments of the present invention, and similar com-
ponents have been given the same reference numerals. These
LCDs mainly include a first substrate 210, a sccond substrate
220 and a liquid crystal layer 230 provided between the
inner surfaces of the two substrates 210 and 220. The first
substrate 210 is provided with a plurality of pixel regions
arranged in a matrix. Each pixel region is provided with a
thin film transistor (TFT) as a switching element, a reflection
electrode 212 and a transmission electrode 216 wherein the
light from the backlight can pass through the transmission
electrode 216 in the transmissive mode, and the ambient
light can be reflected by the reflection electrode 212 in the
reflective mode. The LCDs according to the present inven-
tion are characterized by having an extra color filter layer
211 provided in each of the pixel regions of the first substrate
210 for improving the color saturation in the transmissive
mode.

Preferably, the reflection electrode 212 is made of a
material having a high light reflection efficiency, and the
transmission electrode 216 is made of a material having a
high light transmission efficiency. More preferably, the
reflection electrode 212 is made of aluminum or silver, and
the transmission electrode 216 is made of ITO. The TFT
comprises a gate electrode 2324, a semiconductor layer 239
and source/drain electrodes 234a, 234b. A passivation layer
237 is provided on the TFT and the data lines. The passi-
vation layer 237 has a plurality of contact holes 237a. An
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overcoat layer 295 is formed on the passivation layer 237
such that the overcoat layer has an uneven surface closest to
the liquid crystal layer 230. The overcoat layer 295 includes
a plurality of cavities 2954 to expose the contact holes 2374
of the passivation layer. As shown, the uneven surface of the
overcoat layer 295 preferably has some fine corrugated
(concave or convex) portions in order to increase the reflec-
tion rate in directions other than the angle of mirror reflec-
tion. Alternatively, the overcoat layer 295 may be provided
with slanted micro prism array (not shown) acting as the
uneven surface.

The outer surfaces of the two substrates 210 and 220 are
provided with two polarizers 260 and 270 which polarize the
visible light. One retardation film 280 is provided between
25 the polarizer 260 and the substrate 220, and the other
retardation film 282 is provided between the polarizer 270
and the substrate 210. The retardation film 280 typically
comprises an achromatic A/4 retardation film. The retarda-
tion film 282 typically comprises a phase retardation film for
compensating the light phase during transmission thereby
raising the contrast or lightness of the transmission area. A
backlight 290 (e.g., a backlight module) is provided behind
the two substrates 210 and 220. The typical backlight
module includes an optical cavity and a lamp, LED or other
structure that gencrates light.

Referring to FIG. 7, a plurality of parallel gate lines 232
and a plurality of parallel data lines 234 perpendicular to the
gate lines 232 are formed on the first substrate 210. The pixel
region described above is a region which is surrounded by
two adjacent gate lines 232 and two adjacent data lines 234.
These gate lines 232 and data lines 234 are insulated from
each other by an inter-layer insulating film. When a scanning
signal is fed to the gate line 232, the thin film transistor is
turned on to feed the data signal therethrough to the reflec-
tion electrode 212 and transmission electrode 216.

FIG. 2 illustrates a transflective LCD 200 according to a
first embodiment of the present invention. In this
embodiment, the reflection electrode 212 is formed on the
corrugated surface of the overcoat layer 295 such that the
surface of the reflection electrode is provided with the
corrugated surface acting as a reflective surface. The reflec-
tion electrode 212 has a plurality of openings 212a corre-
sponding to the cavities 295« of the overcoat layer 295. It is
noted that the LCD 200 is characterized in that the color
filter layer 211 is formed in the cavity 2954 of the overcoat
295. The transmission electrode 216 is disposed between the
color filter layer 211 and the liquid crystal layer 230. The
transmission electrode 216 and the reflection electrode 212
are electrically connected to each other and a portion of the
reflection electrode is electrically connected to the drain
electrode 234b of the TFT through the contact hole 237« of
the passivation layer. The second substrate 220 is provided
with color filter elements 244 for displaying colors and a
transparent clectrode 246 such as an ITO electrode as a
common electrode. It can be understood that, in any pixel
region, the color filter element 244 of the second substrate
244 and the corresponding color filter layer 211 of the first
substrate have the same color. Therefore, in the transmissive
mode, light will pass through the color filter layer 211 in the
cavity 295 and the color filter element 244 on the second
substrate 220, and then arrive a viewer thereby obtaining a
better color saturation.

FIG. 3 shows a transflective LCD 300 according to a
second embodiment of the present invention. The LCD 300
is substantially identical to the LCD 200 of FIG. 2 with an
exception that the transmission electrode 216 is provided
under the color filter layer 211. In this embodiment, the
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6
transmission electrode 216 has a portion directly connected
to the drain electrode 234b of the TFT, and the reflection
electrode 212 is electrically connected to the TFT through
the transmission electrode 216.

FIG. 4 shows a transflective LCD 400 according to a third
embodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment,
the reflection electrode 212 is formed on the overcoat layer
295 such that the surface of the reflection electrode is
uneven. The reflection electrode 212 has a plurality of
openings 212b. Preferably, the openings 2125 are formed at
a location outside the regions corresponding to the cavities
295a of the overcoat layer. The reflection electrode 212 is
electrically connected to the drain electrode 234b of the TFT
through the contact hole 2374 of the passivation layer 237.
In this embodiment, the overcoat layer 295 is made of a
color filter material, and the color filter layer 211 is formed
over the reflection electrode 212 and fills the cavity 2954 of
the overcoat layer 295. The color filter layer 211 has a
substantially even surface closest to the liquid crystal layer
230, and has a plurality of holes 211 a. The transmission
electrode 216 is disposed on the substantially even surface
of the color filter layer 211 and electrically connected to the
reflection electrode 212 through the hole 211a of the color
filter layer. Preferably, the hole 211« of the color filter layer
is formed at a location outside the region corresponding to
the cavity 295a of the overcoat layer. It is noted that the
second substrate 220 doesn’t have any color filter element.
Therefore, in the reflection mode, light will pass through the
color filter layer on the reflection electrode twice, and then
arrive a viewer. In the transmissive mode, light will pass
through the color filter material of the overcoat layer 295 and
the color filter layer 211 on the reflection electrode, and then
arrive a viewer, thereby obtaining a better color saturation.

FIG. 5 shows a transflective LCD 3500 according to a
fourth embodiment of the present invention. In this
embodiment, the overcoat layer 295 further comprises a
plurality of cavities 295b. The reflection electrode 212 has a
plurality of openings 212a corresponding to the cavities
295a of the overcoat layer 295 and a plurality of openings
212b corresponding to the cavities 295b of the overcoat
layer. At least a portion of the reflection electrode 212 is
electrically connected to the drain electrode 234b of the TFT
through the contact hole 2374 of the passivation layer 237.
It is noted that the color filter layer 211 is formed over the
reflection electrodes 212 and fills the cavities 295a and 295b
of the overcoat layer 295. The transmission electrode 216 is
formed on the substantially even surface of the overcoat
layer 211 and electrically connected to the reflection elec-
trode 212 through the hole 2114 of the color filter layer. It
is noted that the second substrate 220 doesn’t have any color
filter element. Therefore, in the reflection mode, light will
pass through the color filter layer 211 on the reflection
electrode twice, and then arrive a viewer. In the transmissive
mode, light will pass through the color filter layer filling the
cavities 295 and 295b of the overcoat layer 295, and then
arrive a viewer, thereby obtaining a better color saturation.

FIG. 6 shows a transflective LCD 600 according to a fifth
embodiment of the present invention. The LCD 600 is
characterized in that the color filter layer 211 is substituted
for the overcoat layer and formed on the passivation layer
237. The color filter layer 211 has an uneven surface closest
to the liquid crystal layer 230 and has a plurality of cavities
211b to expose the contact holes 237a of the passivation
layer. The transmission electrode 216 is formed on the color
filter layer 211 and electrically connected to the drain
electrode 234b of the TFT through the contact hole 237a of
the passivation layer. The reflection electrode 212 is formed
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on the transmission electrode 216 such that the surface of the
reflection electrode 212 is uneven. The reflection electrode
has a plurality of openings formed outside the region cor-
responding to the cavity 2115 of the color filter layer. The
second substrate 220 is provided with color filter elements
244 for displaying colors and a transparent electrode 246
such as an ITO electrode as a common electrode. It can be
understood that, in any pixel region, the color filter element
244 of the second substrate and the corresponding color
filter layer 211 of the first substrate have the same color.
Therefore, in the transmissive mode, light will pass through
the color filter layer 211 on the passivation layer, the opening
212b of the reflection electrode and the color filter element
244 on the second substrate 220, and then arrive a viewer,
thereby obtaining a better color saturation.

In the transflective LCDs according to the present
invention, each pixel region of the first substrate 210 is
provided with an extra color filter layer 211. In the first,
second and fifth embodiments, under the transmissive mode,
the light from the backlight not only passes the color filter
element 244 on the second substrate but also passes the extra
color filter layer 211 on the first substrate thereby enhancing
the color saturation seen by the viewer. In the third and
fourth embodiments, under the transmissive mode, the light
from the backlight not only passes the color filter layer on
the reflection electrode, but also passes the color filter layer
under the reflection electrode thereby enhancing the color
saturation seen by the viewer. Furthermore, the extra color
filter layer 211 and the transmission electrode 216 are
provided on the same substrate such that the color filter layer
211 and the transmission electrode 216 can be easily form on
the predetermined location of the substrate. Accordingly, the
precision of assembling the two substrates is not required to
be controlled as strictly as that in the prior art thereby
materially increasing yields.

Although the invention has been explained in relation to
its embodiment, it is to be understood that many other
possible modifications and variations can be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
hereinafter claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate, a second substrate, and a liquid crystal
layer provided between inner surfaces of the first and
the second substrates, the first substrate having a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix and a
plurality of switching elements, each of the pixel
regions including a reflective region for performing
display using reflected light and a transmissive region
for performing display using transmitted light;

a reflection electrode in the reflective region of each pixel
region, the reflection electrode being formed on the first
substrate;

a transmission electrode formed at a location correspond-
ing to the transmissive region of each pixel region, the
transmission electrode and the reflection electrode
being electrically connected to each other, at least one
of the transmission electrode and the reflection elec-
trode being electrically connected to the switching
element; and

at least a first color filter layer;

wherein the liquid crystal layer and said first color filter
layer are separated by the transmission electrode.

2. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 1,

further comprising:

a passivation layer being provided on the first substrate
and covering the switching elements, the passivation
layer having a plurality of contact holes;
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an overcoat layer on the passivation layer, the overcoat
layer having a plurality of cavities to expose the contact
holes of the passivation layer,

wherein the reflection electrode is formed on the overcoat
layer and has at least one opening corresponding to the
cavity of the overcoat layer,

the transmission electrode 1s formed at a location corre-
sponding to the opening of the reflection electrode, and

the first color filter layer is formed in the cavities of the

overcoat layer and on the reflection electrode.

3. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the transmission electrode is provided between the
first color filter layer and the liquid crystal layer.

4. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the switching element is a thin-film transistor (TFT)
comprising a gate electrode, a semiconductor layer, a source
electrode and a drain electrode, and the transmission elec-
trode is provided over the first color filter layer.

5. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 2
further comprising:

a plurality of color filter elements on the second substrate;
and

a common electrode,

wherein, in any pixel region, the first color filter layer of
the first substrate and the corresponding color filter
element of the second substrate have the same color.

6. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the overcoat layer has an uneven surface closest to
the liquid crystal layer, and the reflection electrode has a
corresponding uneven surface.

7. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 2,
further comprising two polarizers on outer surfaces of the
first and the second substrates, a first retardation film pro-
vided between the first substrate and the polarizer, and a
second retardation film provided between the second sub-
strate and the polarizer.

8. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the first retardation film includes a phase retardation
film.

9. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the second retardation film includes an achromatic
A4 retardation film.

10. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
1, further comprising:

a passivation layer being provided on the first substrate
and covering the switching elements, the passivation
layer having a plurality of contact holes; and

at least a second color filter layer formed on each switch-
ing element on the first substrate,

wherein the first color filter layer is formed on the
passivation layer and has a plurality of cavities to
expose the contact holes of the passivation layer,

the reflection electrode is provided on the first color filter
layer and has at least one opening, the reflection
electrode has at least a portion electrically connected to
the switching element through the contact hole of the
passivation layer,

the second color filter layer being formed over the reflec-
tion electrode and fills the cavities of the first color filter
layer, the second color filter layer having at least one
hole, and

the transmission electrode is provided on the second color
filter layer and electrically connected to the reflection
electrode through the hole of the second color filter
layer.
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11. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
10, wherein the opening of the reflection electrode is formed
at a location outside the region corresponding to the cavity
of the first color filter layer.

12. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
10, wherein the hole of the second color filter layer is formed
at a location outside the region corresponding to the cavity
of the first color filter layer.

13. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
10, wherein the first color filter layer has an uneven surface
closest to the liquid crystal layer, and the reflection electrode
has a corresponding uneven surface.

14. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
10, further comprising two polarizers provided on outer
surfaces of the first and the second substrates, a first retar-
dation film provided between the first substrate and the
polarizer, and a second retardation film provided between
the second substrate and the polarizer.

15. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
1, further comprising:

a passivation layer being provided on the first substrate

and covering the switching elements, the passivation
layer having a plurality of contact holes,

wherein the first color filter layer has a plurality of cavities
to expose the contact holes of the passivation layer and
is provided on the passivation layer,

the transmission electrode is provided on the color filter
layer and electrically connected to the switching ele-
ments through the contact hole of the passivation layer;
and

the reflection electrode is provided on the transmission
electrode and has at least one opening formed at a
location outside a region corresponding to the cavity of
the first color filter layer.
16. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
15, further comprising:

a plurality of color filter elements on the second substrate;
and

a common electrode,

wherein, in any pixel region, the color filter element of the
second substrate and the corresponding first color filter
layer of the first substrate have the same color.

17. The liquid crystal display device claimed in claim 15,
further comprising two polarizers provided on outer surfaces
of the first and the second substrates, a first retardation film
provided between the first substrate and the polarizer, and a
second retardation film provided between the second sub-
strate and the polarizer.

18. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
15, wherein the first color filter layer has an uneven surface
closest to the liquid crystal layer, and the reflection electrode
has an corresponding uneven surface.

19. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate, a second substrate, and a liquid crystal
layer provided between inner surfaces of the first and
the second substrates, the first substrate having a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix and a
plurality of switching elements;

a passivation layer being provided on the first substrate
and covering the switching elements, the passivation
layer having a plurality of contact holes;

an overcoat layer provided on the passivation layer, the
overcoat layer having a plurality of first cavities to

10

expose the contact holes of the passivation layer and a
plurality of second cavities;

a reflection electrode in each of the pixel regions, the
reflection electrode being provided on the overcoat

s layer and having a first opening formed at a location
corresponding to the first cavity of the overcoat layer
and a second opening formed at a location correspond-
ing to the second cavity of the overcoat layer, the

1 reflection electrode having at least a portion electrically

connected to the switching elements through the con-
tact hole of the passivation layer;

a color filter layer in each of the pixel regions, the color

filter layer being formed over the reflection electrode,

15 filling the first cavity and the second cavity of the
overcoat layer, and having at least one hole; and

a transmission electrode in each of the pixel regions,
wherein the transmission electrode is provided on the
color filter layer and electrically connected to the

20 reflection electrode through the hole of the color filter
layer.

20. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim

19, further comprising two polarizers on outer surfaces of
the first and the second substrates, a first retardation film

25 provided between the first substrate and the polarizer, and a
second retardation film provided between the second sub-
strate and the polarizer.

21. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim

19, wherein the overcoat layer has an uneven surface closest
30 to the liquid crystal layer, and the reflection electrode has a
corresponding uneven surface.

22. A liquid crystal display device comprising:

a first substrate, a second substrate, and a liquid crystal
layer provided between inner surfaces of the first and

35 the second substrates, the first substrate having a plu-
rality of pixel regions arranged in a matrix and a
plurality of switching elements, each of the pixel
regions including a reflective region for performing
display using reflected light and a transmissive region

40 for performing display using transmitted light;

a reflection electrode in the reflective region of each pixel
region, the reflection electrode being formed on the first
substrate;

a transmission electrode formed at a location correspond-

45 . . . . .
ing to the transmissive region of each pixel region, the
transmission ¢lectrode and the reflection electrode
being electrically connected to each other, at least one
of the transmission electrode and the reflection elec-
5 trode being electrically connected to the switching

element; and

at least a first color filter layer formed on each switching
element on the first substrate;

wherein the thickness of the first color filter layer corre-
55 sponding to the transmissive region is thicker than the
thickness of the first color filter layer corresponding to
the reflective region.
23. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
22, wherein the first color filter layer is only formed at a
60 location corresponding to the transmissive region.
24. The liquid crystal display device as claimed in claim
1, wherein said first color filter layer is sandwiched between
the reflection electrode and the transmission electrode.
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