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(57) ABSTRACT

A liquid crystal display device includes: first and second
substrates facing and spaced apart from each other, each of
the first and second substrates having an image-displaying
sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel; a thin film
transistor corresponding to each of the image-displaying sub
pixel and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel; a liquid
crystal display layer between the first and second substrates,
the liquid crystal layer having a negative dielectric constant
anisotropy; a first field distortion means in the image-display-
ing sub pixel; and a second field distortion means in the
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE AND
METHOD OF DRIVING THE SAME

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean Patent
Application No. 2008-0053237, filed on Jun. 5, 2008, which
is hereby incorporated by a reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present application relates to a liquid crystal
display device, and more particularly, to an in-cell type liquid
crystal display device that is switchable in viewing angle and
a method of driving the in-cell type liquid crystal display
device.

BACKGROUND

[0003] A liquid crystal display (LCD) device includes two
substrates facing and spaced apart from each other and a
liquid crystal layer between the two substrates, and uses the
optical anisotropy and polarization properties of liquid crys-
tal molecules of the liquid crystal layer to produce an image.
The liquid crystal molecules have long and thin shapes, and
because of the optical anisotropy property, the polarization of
light varies with the alignment direction of the liquid crystal
molecules. Accordingly, the LCD device displays an image
by controlling the alignment of the liquid crystal molecules as
well as the transmittance of light through the liquid crystal
layer due to adjustment of the electric field applied to the
liquid crystal layer. Among the various types of LCD devices,
active matrix LCD (AM-LCD) devices that employ switching
elements and pixel electrodes arranged in a matrix structure
are the subject of significant research and development
because of their high resolution and superior suitability for
displaying moving images.

[0004] According to the property of liquid crystal mol-
ecules, the forming method of liquid crystal layer and the
driving method, the LCD devices may be classified into a
twisted nematic (TN) mode, a super twisted nematic (TN)
mode, an optically compensated birefringence (OCB) mode,
an in-plane switching (IPS) mode and a vertical alignment
(VA) mode. Specifically, the VA mode LCD device using
negative type liquid crystal molecules having a negative
dielectric constant anisotropy and a vertical alignment layer
includes a liquid crystal layer where a longer axis of the liquid
crystal molecules is aligned perpendicular to an alignment
layer. The VA mode LCD device has advantages in contrast
ratio and viewing angle.

[0005] Although an LCD device having a relatively wide
viewing angle is generally preferable, an LCD device having
a relatively narrow viewing angle is requested for privacy in a
certain circumstance such as an automatic teller machine
(ATM).

[0006] Recently, an LCD device whichis driven switchably
between a wide viewing angle mode and a narrow viewing
angle mode has been researched and developed. FIG. 1 is a
cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display device swit-
chable between a wide viewing angle mode and a narrow
viewing angle mode according to the related art. In FIG. 1, an
LCD device 10 includes first and second liquid crystal cells
20 and 40. The first liquid crystal cell 20 is used as a main cell
displaying images corresponding to a data signal, and the
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second liquid crystal cell 40 is used as a switching cell chang-
ing a drive mode by controlling a viewing angle according to
user’s selection.

[0007] The first liquid crystal cell 20 includes first and
second substrates 22 and 24 facing and spaced apart from
each other, a first liquid crystal layer 26 between the first and
second substrates 22 and 24, and first and second polarizing
plates 28 and 30 on outer surfaces of the first and second
substrates 22 and 24, respectively. The second liquid crystal
cell 40 includes third and fourth substrates 42 and 44 facing
and spaced apart from each other, a second liquid crystal layer
46 between the third and fourth substrates 42 and 44, and third
and fourth polarizing plates 48 and 50 on outer surfaces of the
third and fourth substrates 42 and 44, respectively. After the
first and second liquid crystal cells 20 and 40 are separately
formed, the LCD device 10 is completed by attaching the first
and second liquid crystal cells 20 and 40.

[0008] The LCD device 10 is driven in one of a wide view-
ing angle mode and a narrow viewing angle mode according
to user’s selection. When the LCD device 10 is driven in the
wide viewing angle mode, light along any viewing angle is
transmitted through the second liquid crystal cell 40. As a
result, a wide viewing angle image displayed by the first
liquid crystal cell 20 is transmitted through the second liquid
crystal cell 40 and the LCD device 10 displays the wide
viewing angle image. When the LCD device 10 is driven in
the narrow viewing angle, light along a front viewing angle is
transmitted through the second liquid crystal cell 40 and the
second liquid crystal cell displays a white text in a black
background along a right-left viewing angle. Accordingly, a
wide viewing angle image displayed by the first liquid crystal
cell 20 is transmitted through the second liquid crystal cell 40
along the front viewing angle and is disturbed by the white
text along the right-left viewing angle. As a result, the LCD
device 10 displays a narrow viewing angle image.

[0009] However, since the LCD device 10 further includes
additional elements such as the third and fourth substrates 42
and 44, the second liquid crystal layer 46 and the third and
fourth polarizing plates 48 and 50 as compared with a con-
ventional LCD device, the LCD device 10 is enlarged in
weight and volume including thickness. In addition, since
light from a backlight unit (not shown) of the LCD device 10
passes through the additional elements, brightness of the
LCD device 10 is reduced. Furthermore, misalignment of the
attachment of the first and second liquid crystal cells 20 and
40 causes deterioration of the LCD device 10, and apparatus
and process for the conventional LCD device can not be
adapted to the attachment step. Moreover, since the second
liquid crystal cell 40 as a switching cell has a passive matrix
type, the LCD device 10 can not be driven in various narrow
viewing angle modes.

SUMMARY

[0010] Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a
liquid crystal display device and a method of driving the
liquid crystal display device that substantially obviates one or
more of the problems due to limitations and disadvantages of
the related art.

[0011] An object of the present invention is to provide an
in-cell type liquid crystal display device which is driven swit-
chably between a wide viewing angle mode and a narrow
viewing angle mode without an additional switching cell and
a method of driving the in-cell type liquid crystal display
device.
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[0012] A liquid crystal display device includes: first and
second substrates facing and spaced apart from each other,
each of the first and second substrates having an image-
displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel;
a thin film transistor corresponding to each of the image-
displaying sub pixel and the viewing angle-adjusting sub
pixel; a liquid crystal display layer between the first and
second substrates, the liquid crystal layer having a negative
dielectric constant anisotropy; a first field distortion means in
the image-displaying sub pixel; and a second field distortion
means in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.

[0013] In another aspect, a method of fabricating a liquid
crystal display device includes: forming a gate line and a data
line on a first substrate, the gate line and the data line crossing
each other to define an image-displaying sub pixel and a
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel; forming a thin film tran-
sistor connected to the gate line and the data line; forming a
pixel electrode connected to the thin film transistor; forming
a color filter layer in the image-displaying sub pixel on a
second substrate; forming a common electrode on the color
filter layer; forming a first field distortion means in the image-
displaying sub pixel; forming a second field distortion means
in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel; attaching the first
and second substrates such that the pixel electrode and the
common electrode face each other; and forming a liquid
crystal layer having a negative dielectric constant anisotropy
between the first and second substrates.

[0014] Inanother aspect, a method of driving a liquid crys-
tal display device including: first and second substrates facing
and spaced apart from each other, each of the first and second
substrates having an image-displaying sub pixel and a view-
ing angle-adjusting sub pixel; a thin film transistor corre-
sponding to each of the image-displaying sub pixel and the
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel; a liquid crystal display
layer between the first and second substrates, the liquid crys-
tal layer having a negative dielectric constant anisotropy; a
first field distortion means in the image-displaying sub pixel;
and a second field distortion means in the viewing angle-
adjusting sub pixel includes: when the liquid crystal display
device is operated in a wide viewing angle mode, displaying
a first image of a wide viewing angle by the image-displaying
sub pixel; and displaying a black at an entire viewing angle
range by the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel, when the
liquid crystal display device is operated in a narrow viewing
angle mode, displaying the first image of the wide viewing
angle by the image-displaying sub pixel; and displaying the
black within a front viewing angle range and a second image
within a predetermined viewing angle range by the viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The accompanying drawings, which are included to
provide a further understanding of the invention and are
incorporated in and constitute a part of this specification,
illustrate embodiments of the invention.

[0016] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal
display device switchable between a wide viewing angle
mode and a narrow viewing angle mode according to the
related art;

[0017] FIG. 2 is a view showing a pixel of a liquid crystal
display device according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

[0018] FIGS.3A and 3B are graphs showing transmittance
properties of an image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing
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angle-adjusting sub pixel, respectively, of a liquid crystal
display device according to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

[0019] FIG. 4A is a graph showing transmittance property
of a image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel of a liquid crystal display device in a wide
viewing angle mode according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

[0020] FIG. 4B is a graph showing contrast ratio property
of a liquid crystal display device in a wide viewing angle
according to a first embodiment of the present invention;
[0021] FIG. 5A is a graph showing transmittance property
of'a image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel of a liquid crystal display device in a narrow
viewing angle mode according to a first embodiment of the
present invention;

[0022] FIG. 5B is a graph showing contrast ratio property
of a liquid crystal display device in a narrow viewing angle
according to a first embodiment of the present invention;
[0023] FIG. 6 is a view showing images displayed by a
liquid crystal display device in a narrow viewing angle mode
according to a first embodiment of the present invention;
[0024] FIG. 7 is a view showing images displayed by a
liquid crystal display device in a narrow viewing angle mode
according to a second embodiment of the present invention;
[0025] FIG. 8 is a graph showing transmittance property of
aviewing angle-adjusting sub pixel of a liquid crystal display
device according to a second embodiment of the present
invention;

[0026] FIGS. 9 and 10 are plan views showing an array
substrate and a color filter substrate, respectively, of a liquid
crystal display device according to a third embodiment of the
present invention;

[0027] FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view, which is taken
along a line XI-XI of FIGS. 9 and 10, showing a liquid crystal
display device according to a third embodiment of the present
invention;

[0028] FIGS. 12 and 13 are plan views showing an array
substrate and a color filter substrate, respectively, of a liquid
crystal display device according to a fourth embodiment of
the present invention;

[0029] FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view showing liquid
crystal display devices according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention;

[0030] FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional view showing liquid
crystal display devices according to a sixth embodiment of
the present invention; and

[0031] FIG. 16 is a cross-sectional view showing liquid
crystal display devices according to a seventh embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0032] Reference will now be made in detail to embodi-
ments which are illustrated in the accompanying drawings.
Wherever possible, similar reference numbers will be used to
refer to the same or similar parts.

[0033] FIG. 2 is a view showing a pixel of a liquid crystal
display device according to a first embodiment of the present
invention.

[0034] In FIG. 2, a liquid crystal display device 100
includes a plurality of gate lines 110, a plurality of data lines
120, a plurality of thin film transistors (TFTs) T, a plurality of
storage capacitors Cg,and a plurality of liquid crystal capaci-
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tor C; . The plurality of data lines 120 cross the plurality of
gate lines 110 to define first, second, third and fourth sub
pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4 constituting a unit pixel for a
color image. The TFT T is connected to the gate line 110 and
the data line 120 to correspond to the sub pixel. The storage
capacitor C, and the liquid crystal capacitor C, . are con-
nected to the TFT T, and a data signal is applied to the storage
capacitor Cgz-and the liquid crystal capacitor C, . through the
TFTT.

[0035] For example, the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 are image-displaying sub pixels displaying
red, green and blue colors, respectively, and each has a wide
viewing angle property such that a transmittance has a rela-
tively high value at a wide viewing angle range. In addition,
the fourth sub pixel SP4 is a viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
displaying a white color and a transmittance of the fourth sub
pixel SP4 has a relatively high value at a predetermined
viewing angle. Each of the first, second, third and fourth sub
pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4 is connected to the respective
TFT T and driven by the respective data signal.

[0036] FIGS. 3A and 3B are graphs showing transmittance
properties of an image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel, respectively, of a liquid crystal
display device according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. X-axes of the graphs represent a right-left viewing
angle or an up-down viewing angle, and y-axes of the graphs
represent a relative transmittance of arbitrary unit (A.U.).
[0037] In FIG. 3A, the image-displaying sub pixel such as
the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 (of
FIG. 2) has the transmittance corresponding to the respective
data signal. When a maximum value or a minimum value of
the data signal is applied to the liquid crystal capacitor C, . (of
FIG. 2) of the image-displaying sub pixel, a white or a black
is displayed at substantially entire viewing angle range by the
image-displaying sub-pixel. The white and the black repre-
sent a high value and a low value, respectively, in transmit-
tance. Accordingly, the white becomes red, green and blue
colors through a color filter layer (not shown) in the first,
second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively.
[0038] When a voltage is applied to the first, second and
third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and in a normally black type, the
transmittance of each of the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 is about 100 at a front viewing angle and is
over about 30 at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down
viewing angle of about —80° to about +80° (the transmittance
is over about 60 at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down
viewing angle of about —=70° to about +70° and is over about
85 at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle
of about -50° to about +50°). Accordingly, the image-dis-
playing sub pixel such as the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 has a property graph of a transmittance to
a viewing angle where the transmittance has a maximum
value at the front viewing angle (a viewing angle of about 0°)
and decreases with increase of the right-left viewing angle or
the up-down viewing angle. In addition, the image-displaying
sub pixel has the transmittance over about 30 within a range
of a predetermined right-left viewing angle or a predeter-
mined up-down viewing angle, for example, a range of about
-80° to about +80°.

[0039] When a voltage is not applied to the first, second and
third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 in a normally black type,
the transmittance of each of the first, second and third sub
pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 is less than about 1 at a right-left
viewing angle and an up-down viewing angle of about —80° to
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about +80°. The image-displaying sub pixel in a normally
white type has a similar property of the transmittance to the
viewing angle with the image-displaying sub pixel in a nor-
mally black type except opposite display of the white and the
black according to application of voltage.

[0040] As a result, the image-displaying sub pixel such as
the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 has a
wide viewing angle property regardless of an operation mode
of the LCD device such that an image is displayed with a
relatively high contrast ratio at a right-left viewing angle or an
up-down viewing angle of about —80° to about +80°.

[0041] In FIG. 3B, the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 (of FIG. 2) has the transmit-
tance of about 0 within an entire viewing angle range or the
maximum transmittance at a predetermined viewing angle
according to an operation mode (one of a wide viewing angle
mode and a narrow viewing angle mode) of the LCD device
by user’s selection. For example, when a voltage is applied to
fourth sub pixels SP4 in a normally black type, the transmit-
tance of the fourth sub pixels SP4 is about 0 at a front viewing
angle (viewing angle of about 0°) and is about 100 at a
right-left viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle of about
-45° and about +45°. Further, the transmittance of the fourth
sub pixel SP4 is over about 30 at a right-left viewing angle or
an up-down viewing angle of about —70° to about —20° and of
about +20° to about 70° (the transmittance is over about 60 at
a right-left viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle of
about —65° to about —25° and of about +25° to about 65° and
is over about 85 at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down
viewing angle of about —55° to about —35° and of about +35°
to about 35°). Accordingly, the viewing angle-adjusting sub
pixel such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 has a property graph of
a transmittance to a viewing angle where the transmittance
has a minimum value (for example, about 0) at the front
viewing angle (a viewing angle of about 0°) and maximum
values at predetermined right-left viewing angles or predeter-
mined up-down viewing angles, for example, about —45° and
about +45°, and is between the maximum value and the mini-
mum value at the other viewing angles. As a result, the prop-
erty graph has a shape of a degree-4 curve. The predetermined
right-left viewing angles or predetermined up-down viewing
angles may be substantially symmetrical to each other with
respect to the front viewing angle. Specifically, the viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel has the transmittance over about 30
within a range of a predetermined right-left viewing angle or
a predetermined up-down viewing angle, for example, a
range of about —70° to about —20° and about +20° to about
+70°.

[0042] When a voltage is not applied to the fourth sub pixel
SP4 in a normally black type, the transmittance of the fourth
sub pixel SP4 is substantially about 0 at a right-left viewing
angle or an up-down viewing angle of about —80° to about
+80°. The viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel in a normally
white type has a similar property of the transmittance to the
viewing angle with the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel in a
normally black type except opposite display of the white and
the black according to application of voltage.

[0043] The LCD device may be operated in one of a wide
viewing angle mode and a narrow viewing angle mode
according to voltage application by user’s selection. In the
wide viewing angle mode, the viewing angle-adjusting sub
pixel such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the black
within an entire viewing angle range. Accordingly, the wide
viewing angle image of the first, second and third sub pixels
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SP1, SP2 and SP3 is not disturbed by the black and the LCD
device displays the wide viewing angle image. In the narrow
viewing angle mode, the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the white within a
predetermined viewing angle range. Accordingly, the wide
viewing angle image of the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 is disturbed by the white at the predeter-
mined viewing angle range and the LCD device does not
display the wide viewing angle image at the predetermined
viewing angle range due to reduction of contrast ratio. As a
result, the LCD device displays a narrow viewing angle
image. The predetermined viewing angle range may be deter-
mined by a structure of the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
or an applied voltage. Therefore, the operation mode of the
LCD device may be switched between the wide viewing
angle mode and the narrow viewing angle mode by the volt-
age application to the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.
[0044] FIG. 4A is a graph showing transmittance property
of a image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel of a liquid crystal display device in a wide
viewing angle mode according to a first embodiment of the
present invention and FIG. 4B is a graph showing contrast
ratio property of a liquid crystal display device in a wide
viewing angle according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. X-axes of the graphs represent a right-left viewing
angle or an up-down viewing angle, and y-axes of the graphs
represents a relative transmittance of arbitrary unit (A.U.) and
a relative contrast ratio of arbitrary unit (A.U.).

[0045] InFIG.4A, whenthe LCD device is operated in the
wide viewing angle mode, the image-displaying sub pixel
such as the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3
(of FIG. 2) has transmittances corresponding to the data sig-
nal, for example, the white or the black. The viewing angle-
adjusting sub pixel such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 (of FIG.
2) has the transmittance of about 0 within an entire viewing
angle range. The white of the LCD device corresponds to the
sum of the transmittance of the white of the image-displaying
sub pixel and the transmittance of the viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel in the wide viewing angle mode, and the black
of the LCD device corresponds to the sum of the transmit-
tance of the black of the image-displaying sub pixel and the
transmittance of the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel in the
wide viewing angle mode. Since the transmittance of the
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel in the wide viewing angle
mode is substantially about O within an entire viewing angle
range, the white and the black of'the LCD device are substan-
tially the same as the white and the black of the image-
displaying sub pixel, respectively.

[0046] As shown in FIG. 4B, the contrast ratio defined by a
ratio of the white to the black of the LCD device is over about
20 at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle
ofabout -80° to about +80° (the contrast ratio is over about 30
at a right-left viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle of
about -70° to about +70° and is over about 60 at a right-left
viewing angle or an up-down viewing angle of about -50° to
about +50°). Accordingly, the LCD device displays images
with a relatively high contrast ratio within a substantially
entire viewing angle range in the wide viewing angle mode.
[0047] FIG. 5A is a graph showing transmittance property
of a image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel of a liquid crystal display device in a narrow
viewing angle mode according to a first embodiment of the
present invention and FIG. 5B is a graph showing contrast
ratio property of a liquid crystal display device in a narrow
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viewing angle according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. X-axes of the graphs represent a right-left viewing
angle or an up-down viewing angle, and y-axes of the graphs
represents arelative transmittance of arbitrary unit (A.U.) and
a relative contrast ratio of arbitrary unit (A.U.).

[0048] InFIG.5A, whenthe LCD device is operated in the
narrow viewing angle mode, the image-displaying sub pixel
such as the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3
(of FIG. 2) has transmittances corresponding to the data sig-
nal, for example, the white or the black. The viewing angle-
adjusting sub pixel such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 (of FIG.
2) has the maximum transmittance within a predetermined
viewing angle range. The white of the LCD device corre-
sponds to the sum of the transmittance of the white of the
image-displaying sub pixel and the transmittance of the view-
ing angle-adjusting sub pixel in the narrow viewing angle
mode, and the black of the LCD device corresponds to the
sum of the transmittance of the black of the image-displaying
sub pixel and the transmittance of the viewing angle-adjust-
ing sub pixel in the narrow viewing angle mode. Accordingly,
the white of the LCD device is substantially the same as the
white of the image-displaying sub pixel, and the black of the
LCD device is substantially the same as the transmittance of
the image-displaying sub pixel in the narrow viewing angle
mode.

[0049] As shown in FIG. 5B, the contrast ratio of the LCD
device has a maximum value of about 130 at the front viewing
angle (a viewing angle of about 0°). In addition, the contrast
ratio of the LCD device is over about 10 at aright-left viewing
angle or an up-down viewing angle of about —20° to about
+20°, which may be referred to as a front viewing angle range
(the contrast ratio is over about 30 at a right-left viewing angle
or an up-down viewing angle of about —10° to about +10°),
and is substantially about 0 at a right-left viewing angle or an
up-down viewing angle smaller than about —20° and greater
than about +20°. Accordingly, the LCD device displays
images with a relatively high contrast ratio within the front
viewing angle range, and displays images with a relatively
low contrast ratio within the predetermined viewing angle
range (for example, smaller than about -20° and greater than
about +20°). As a result, a user located within the predeter-
mined viewing angle range does not recognize the images,
thereby the LCD device displaying the images only within the
front viewing angle range in the narrow viewing angle mode.
[0050] FIG. 6 is a view showing images displayed by a
liquid crystal display device in a narrow viewing angle mode
according to a first embodiment of the present invention.
[0051] Inthe LCD device according to the firstembodiment
of the present invention, first, second, third and fourth data
signals are applied to first, second, third and fourth sub pixels
SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4 (of FIG. 2), respectively. When the
LCD device is operated in the wide viewing angle mode, the
image-displaying sub pixels such as the first, second and third
sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 display a first image of a wide
viewing angle, and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
such as the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the black within an
entire viewing angle range. As a result, the LCD device dis-
plays the first image with a wide viewing angle.

[0052] As shown in FIG. 6, when the LCD device is oper-
ated in the narrow viewing angle, the image-displaying sub
pixels such as the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2
and SP3 display the first image of the wide viewing angle, and
the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel such as the fourth sub
pixel SP4 displays the black within a front viewing angle
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range and a second image of single color of white within a
predetermined viewing angle range. Since the first image is
not recognized within the predetermined viewing angle range
due to reduction in contrast ratio by disturbance of the second
image, the LCD device displays the first image within the
front viewing angle range, i.e., with a narrow viewing angle.
The fourth data signals applied to the fourth sub pixels SP4 of
the LCD device may have an equal voltage such that the
second image corresponds to the white of uniform brightness.
[0053] FIG. 7 is a view showing images displayed by a
liquid crystal display device in a narrow viewing angle mode
according to a second embodiment of the present invention,
and FIG. 8 is a graph showing transmittance property of a
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel of a liquid crystal display
device according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.

[0054] Inthe LCD device according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention, first, second, third and fourth
data signals are applied to first, second, third and fourth sub
pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4 (of FIG. 2), respectively. The
operation of the LCD device of the second embodiment in a
wide viewing angle mode is substantially the same as the
operation of the LCD device of the firstembodiment in a wide
viewing angle mode. Accordingly, when the LCD device is
operated in the wide viewing angle mode, the image-display-
ing sub pixels such as the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 display a first image of a wide viewing
angle, and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel such as the
fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the black within an entire view-
ing angle range. As a result, the LCD device displays the first
image with a wide viewing angle.

[0055] As shown in FIG. 7, when the LCD device is oper-
ated in the narrow viewing angle, the image-displaying sub
pixels such as the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2
and SP3 display the first image of the wide viewing angle, and
the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel such as the fourth sub
pixel SP4 displays the black within a front viewing angle
range and a second image (e.g., characters or text) different
from the first image within a predetermined viewing angle
range. Accordingly, the first, second and third data signals
corresponding to the first image are applied to the first, second
and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively, and the
fourth data signal corresponding to the second image is
applied to the fourth sub pixel SP4. Since the first image is not
recognized within the predetermined viewing angle range
due to reduction in contrast ratio by disturbance of the second
image, the LCD device displays the first image within the
front viewing angle range, i.e., with a narrow viewing angle.
[0056] The fourth data signals respectively applied to the
fourth sub pixels SP4 of the LCD device through TFTs may
have various voltages such that the second image has a shape
such as characters or a text by differences in grays. As shown
in FIG. 8, when first, second, third and fourth voltages differ-
ent from each other are applied to the fourth sub pixels SP4 of
the LCD device, the fourth sub pixels SP4 display a black of
transmittance of about 0 within the front viewing angle range
and four grays corresponding to transmittances of about 0,
about 40, about 80 and about 100 within the predetermined
viewing angle range (e.g., at the viewing angle of about —45°
and about +45°). Accordingly, the LCD device displays the
second images having differences in grays within the prede-
termined viewing angle range.

[0057] FIGS. 9 and 10 are plan views showing an array
substrate and a color filter substrate, respectively, of a liquid

Dec. 10, 2009

crystal display device according to a third embodiment of the
present invention. In addition, FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional
view, which is taken along a line XI-XI of FIGS. 9 and 10,
showing a liquid crystal display device according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.

[0058] InFIGS.9and 11, an LCD device 200 includes first
and second substrates 205 and 245 facing and spaced apart
from each other. The first substrate 205 includes first, second,
third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4. A first gate
line 210q, a second gate line 2105 and a gate electrode 212 are
formed on the first substrate 205. Although the gate electrode
212 is connected to the second gate line 2105 in the fourth sub
pixel SP4 in FIG. 11, each of the first, second and third sub
pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 includes the gate electrode. A gate
insulating layer of one of inorganic and organic insulating
materials is formed on the first gate line 2104, the second gate
line 2105 and the gate electrode 212, and an active layer 216
of'a semiconductor material such as amorphous silicon (a-Si:
H) is formed on the gate insulating layer 214 over the gate
electrode 212. Although not shown in FIG. 11, each of the
first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 includes
the active layer. Source and drain electrodes 218a and 21856 of
aconductive material are formed on the active layer 216 to be
spaced apart from each other. The gate electrode 212, the
active layer 216, the source electrode 218a and the drain
electrode 2186 constitute a fourth thin film transistor (TFT)
T4. In addition, the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2
and SP3 include the first, second and third TF T, respectively.

[0059] First and second data lines 220a and 2205 crossing
the first and second gate lines 210a and 2105 to define the
first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and
SP4 are formed on the gate insulating layer 214. The source
electrode 218a is connected to the second data line 2215. A
passivation layer 219 of one of inorganic and organic insulat-
ing materials is formed on the first data line 220a, the second
data line 22054, the source electrode 2184 and the drain elec-
trode 218b. The passivation layer 219 has a drain contact hole
219a exposing the drain electrode 2185. First, second, third
and fourth pixel electrodes 230a, 2305, 230¢ and 2304 of a
transparent conductive material are formed on the passivation
layer 219 in the first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1,
SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively. Each of the first, second,
third and fourth pixel electrodes 230a, 2305, 230c and 2304 is
connected to the corresponding drain electrode in each of the
first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and
SP4. For example, the fourth pixel electrode 2304 is con-
nected to the drain electrode 2185 through the drain contact
hole 2194 in the fourth sub pixel SP4.

[0060] The first pixel electrode 230a connected to the first
TFTT1 is formed in the first sub pixel SP1 defined by the first
gate line 210a and the first data line 220aq, and a first data
signal is applied to the first pixel electrode 230a. Similarly,
the second pixel electrode 2305 connected to the second TFT
T2 is formed in the second sub pixel SP2 defined by the first
gate line 210a and the second data line 2204, and a second
data signal is applied to the second pixel electrode 2304. In
addition, the third pixel electrode 230¢ connected to the third
TFT T3 is formed in the third sub pixel SP3 defined by the
second gate line 2105 and the first data line 220a, and a third
data signal is applied to the third pixel electrode 230c. Finally,
the fourth pixel electrode 2304 connected to the fourth TFT
T4 is formed in the fourth sub pixel SP4 defined by the second
gate line 2105 and the second data line 2205, and a fourth data
signal is applied to the fourth pixel electrode 230d.
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[0061] Here, the first, second, third and fourth pixel elec-
trodes 230a, 2305, 230c¢ and 2304 are spaced apart from one
another, and a gap between the adjacent two pixel electrodes
may be regarded as a field distortion means such as a slit. For
example, an outer portion of an upper side of the fourth pixel
electrode 230d near the first gate line 210a may function as a
first pixel slit 232a and an outer portion of a lower side of the
fourth pixel electrode 2304 near the second gate line 2105
may function as a second pixel slit 2325.

[0062] In FIGS. 10 and 11, a second substrate 245 of the
LCD device 200 includes the first, second, third and fourth
sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4. A black matrix 250 cor-
responding to the first and second gate lines 210a and 2104,
the first and second data lines 220a and 2205, and the first to
fourth TFTs T1 to T4 of the first substrate 205 is formed on an
inner surface of the second substrate 245. A color filter layer
including first, second and third color filters 260a, 2605 and
260c is formed on the black matrix 250. The first, second and
third color filters 260a, 2605 and 260c¢ are formed on the inner
surface of the second substrate 245 in the first, second and
third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively. Since the
fourth sub pixel SP4 is used as a viewing angle-adjusting sub
pixel, display of a color image is not required in the fourth sub
pixel SP4. In addition, since transmittance increases by omis-
sion of the color filter layer, the color filter layer is not formed
in the fourth sub pixel SP4. In another embodiment, however,
the color filter layer of a transparent material (i.e., a transpar-
ent layer) may be formed in the fourth sub pixel SP4 to
improve uniformity of cell gap of the LCD device and pla-
narization property of the color filter layer.

[0063] A common electrode 270 is formed on the first,
second and third color filter layer 2604, 2605 and 260c¢ and
the second substrate in the fourth sub pixel SP4. First, second,
third and fourth common protrusions 280a, 2805, 280¢ and
280d of a dielectric material are formed on the common
electrode 270 in the first, second, third and fourth sub pixels
SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively. The first, second, third
and fourth common protrusions 280a, 2805, 280¢ and 2804
are used as a field distortion means. The first, second and third
protrusions 280a, 2805 and 280¢ each having a hemispheric
shape are formed in a central portion of the first, second and
third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively. In addition,
the fourth common protrusion 2804 having a bar shape along
a horizontal direction parallel to the gate line is formed in a
central portion of the fourth sub pixel SP4.

[0064] The first and second substrates 205 and 245 are
attached such that the fourth pixel electrode 2304 faces the
common electrode 270, and a liquid crystal layer 290 includ-
ing negative type liquid crystal molecules having a negative
dielectric constant anisotropy is formed between the first and
second substrates 205 and 245. Although not shown in FIGS.
9,10 and 11, first and second polarizing plates may be formed
on outer surfaces of the first and second substrates 205 and
245, respectively, and a polarization axis of the first polariz-
ing plate may be perpendicular to a polarization axis of the
second polarizing plate. For example, the first polarizing plate
on the outer surface of the first substrate 205 may have a
polarization axis along a horizontal direction parallel to the
gate line and the second polarization plate on the outer surface
of the second substrate 245 may have a polarization axis
along a vertical direction parallel to the data line.

[0065] When the gate signal is sequentially applied to the
first and second gate lines 210a and 2105, the first, second,
third and fourth TFTs T1, T2, T3 and T4 are turned on and the
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first, second, third and fourth data signals are applied to the
first, second, third and fourth pixel electrodes 230a, 2305,
230c and 2304, respectively, through the first and second data
lines 220a and 2206. The liquid crystal molecules in the
liquid crystal layer 290 are re-aligned by the electric field
generated between each of the first, second, third and fourth
pixel electrodes 230a, 2305, 230¢ and 2304 and the common
electrode 270. The electric field is distorted by the first, sec-
ond, third and fourth common protrusions 280a, 2805, 280¢
and 2804 and the pixel slits. Accordingly, the liquid crystal
molecules are re-aligned to have a fan shape with each of the
first, second and third common protrusions 280a, 2805 and
280c as a center in each of the first, second and third sub pixels
SP1, SP2 and SP3 and a multi-domain is formed in each of the
first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3. In addi-
tion, the liquid crystal molecules are re-aligned to have a
symmetric shape with respect to the fourth common protru-
sion 2804 and a two-domain is formed in the fourth sub pixel
SP4. As a result, the first, second and third sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3 display the first image of a wide viewing angle,
and the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the second image that
has a low transmittance (black) along the front viewing angle
range and a high transmittance along the predetermined right-
left viewing angle range.

[0066] The field distortion means of the fourth sub pixel
SP4 such as a slit and a protrusion may have various shapes in
another embodiment. FIGS. 12 and 13 are plan views show-
ing an array substrate and a color filter substrate, respectively,
of a liquid crystal display device according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention. Since first, second and
third sub pixel of the LCD device according to the fourth
embodiment are the same as those of the LCD device accord-
ing to the third embodiment, illustrations will be omitted.

[0067] In FIGS. 12 and 13, first, second, third and fourth
pixel electrodes 330a, 3305, 330c¢ and 330d are spaced apart
from one another, and a gap between the adjacent two pixel
electrodes may be regarded as a field distortion means such as
a slit. For example, an outer portion of a left side of the fourth
pixel electrode 3304 near a first gate line 310a may function
as a first pixel slit 332a and an outer portion of a right side of
the fourth pixel electrode 330d near a second gate line 31056
may function as a second pixel slit 3325. In addition, first,
second, third and fourth common protrusions 380a, 3805,
380¢ and 3804 of a dielectric material as a field distortion
means are formed on a common electrode 370 in first, second,
third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4, respec-
tively. The first, second and third common protrusions 380a,
3805 and 380c¢ each having a hemispheric shape are formed in
a central portion of the first, second and third sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3, respectively. The fourth common protrusion
3804 having a bar shape along a vertical direction parallel to
the data line is formed in a central portion of the fourth sub
pixel SP4.

[0068] The operation of the LCD device according to the
fourth embodiment is similar to the operation of the LCD
device according to the third embodiment. The liquid crystal
molecules are re-aligned by the electric field generated
between each of the first, second, third and fourth pixel elec-
trodes 330a, 3305, 330¢ and 3304 and the common electrode
370. The electric field is distorted by the first, second, third
and fourth common protrusions 380a, 3805, 380¢ and 3804
and the pixel slits. Accordingly, the liquid crystal molecules
arere-aligned to have a fan shape with each of the first, second
and third common protrusions 380a, 3806 and 380c as a
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center in each of the first, second and third sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3 and a multi-domain is formed in each of the first,
second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3. In addition, the
liquid crystal molecules are re-aligned to have a symmetric
shape with respect to the fourth common protrusion 3804 and
a two-domain is formed in the fourth sub pixel SP4. As a
result, the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3
display the first image of a wide viewing angle, and the fourth
sub pixel SP4 displays the second image that has a low trans-
mittance (black) along the front viewing angle range and a
high transmittance along the predetermined up-down view-
ing angle range.

[0069] Consequently, the LCD device having the fourth
common protrusion of a vertical bar shape according to the
fourth embodiment is switched between the wide viewing
angle mode and the narrow viewing angle mode to control the
up-down viewing angle, while the LCD device having the
fourth common protrusion of a horizontal bar shape accord-
ing to the third embodiment is switched between the wide
viewing angle mode and the narrow viewing angle mode to
control the right-left viewing angle.

[0070] Although the field distortion means of a horizontal
bar shape or a vertical bar shape is formed in each of the fourth
sub pixels SP4 of the LCD device according to each of the
third and fourth embodiments, the field distortion means of a
horizontal bar shape and a vertical bar shape may be alter-
nately formed in each of the fourth sub pixels SP4 of the LCD
device according to another embodiment. The ratio of the
horizontal bar shape to the vertical bar shape, for example,
1:1, may be determined by user’s selection. Further, although
the first, second and third image-displaying sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3 and the fourth viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel
SP4 constitute a unit pixel for a color image in each of the
third and fourth embodiments, five sub pixels, for example,
first, second, third and fourth image-displaying sub pixels for
red, green, blue and white and a fifth viewing angle-adjusting
sub pixel may constitute a unit pixel in another embodiment.
The area ratio of the four image-displaying sub pixels and the
one viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel may be determined by
user’s selection. Moreover, the sub pixels may have one of a
stripe type where the sub pixels are disposed along one line,
a quad type where the sub pixels are disposed in a 2x2 matrix
and a pentile type where a fifth sub pixel is disposed at a center
of first to fourth sub pixels in a 2x2 matrix.

[0071] FIGS. 14,15 and 16 are cross-sectional views show-
ing liquid crystal display devices according to fifth, sixth and
seventh embodiments of the present invention, respectively.
[0072] In FIG. 14, an LCD device 400 includes first and
second substrates 405 and 445 and a liquid crystal layer 490
between the first and second substrates 405 and 445. First,
second, third and fourth pixel electrodes (not shown, 4305,
not shown, 430d) are formed over an inner surface of the first
substrate 405 in first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1,
SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively, and common electrode 470 is
formed over an inner surface of the second substrate 445. The
first, second, third and fourth pixel electrodes (not shown,
4306, not shown and 430d) are spaced apart from one another,
and a gap between the adjacent two pixel electrodes may be
regarded as a field distortion means such as a slit. For
example, an outer portion of an upper side of the fourth pixel
electrode 430d near a first gate line 410a may function as a
first pixel slit 432a and an outer portion of a lower side of the
fourth pixel electrode 4304 near a second gate line (not
shown) may function as a second pixel slit 4325. In addition,

Dec. 10, 2009

first, second, third and fourth common slits (not shown, 4805,
not shown and 4804) as a field distortion means are formed in
the common electrode 470 in first, second, third and fourth
sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively. The first,
second and third common slits (not shown, 4805 and not
shown) each having a circular shape are formed in a central
portion of the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and
SP3, respectively. The fourth common slit 4804 having a bar
shape along a horizontal direction parallel to the gate line is
formed in a central portion of the fourth sub pixel SP4.

[0073] The liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal
layer 490 are re-aligned by the electric field generated
between each of the first, second, third and fourth pixel elec-
trodes (not shown, 43056, not shown and 4304) and the com-
mon electrode 470. The electric field is distorted by the first,
second, third and fourth common slits (not shown, 48056, not
shown and 4804) and the pixel slits. Accordingly, the liquid
crystal molecules are re-aligned to have a fan shape with each
of'the first, second and third common slits (not shown, 48056
and not shown) as a center in each of the first, second and third
sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 and a multi-domain is formed in
each of the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and
SP3. In addition, the liquid crystal molecules are re-aligned to
have a symmetric shape with respect to the fourth common
slit 4804 and a two-domain is formed in the fourth sub pixel
SP4. As a result, the first, second and third sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3 display the first image of a wide viewing angle,
and the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the second image that
has a low transmittance (black) along the front viewing angle
range and a high transmittance along the predetermined up-
down viewing angle range.

[0074] In FIG. 15, an LCD device 500 includes first and
second substrates 505 and 545 and a liquid crystal layer 590
between the first and second substrates 505 and 545. First,
second, third and fourth pixel electrodes (not shown, 5305,
not shown, 530d) are formed over an inner surface of the first
substrate 505 in first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1,
SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively, and common electrode 570 is
formed over an inner surface of the second substrate 545.
Pixel protrusions of a dielectric material as a field distortion
means are formed on the first, second, third and fourth pixel
electrodes (not shown, 5304, not shown and 530d. For
example, a first pixel protrusion 532a is formed on an upper
side of the fourth pixel electrode 5304 near a first gate line
510a and a second pixel protrusion 5324 is formed on a lower
side of the fourth pixel electrode 530d near a second gate line
(not shown). In addition, first, second, third and fourth com-
mon protrusions (not shown, 5805, not shown and 5804) as a
field distortion means are formed on the common electrode
570 in first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3
and SP4, respectively. The first, second and third common
protrusions (not shown, 5805 and not shown) each having a
circular shape are formed in a central portion of the first,
second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively.
The fourth common protrusion 5804 having a bar shape along
a horizontal direction parallel to the gate line is formed in a
central portion of the fourth sub pixel SP4.

[0075] The liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal
layer 590 are re-aligned by the electric field generated
between each of the first, second, third and fourth pixel elec-
trodes (not shown, 5305, not shown and 5304) and the com-
mon electrode 570. The electric field is distorted by the first,
second, third and fourth common protrusions (not shown,
5804, not shown and 580d) and the pixel protrusions. Accord-
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ingly, the liquid crystal molecules are re-aligned to have a fan
shape with each of the first, second and third common pro-
trusions (not shown, 5805 and not shown) as a center in each
of'the first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 and
amulti-domain is formed in each of the first, second and third
sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3. In addition, the liquid crystal
molecules are re-aligned to have a symmetric shape with
respect to the fourth common protrusion 5804 and a two-
domain is formed in the fourth sub pixel SP4. As a result, the
first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 display the
first image of a wide viewing angle, and the fourth sub pixel
SP4 displays the second image that has a low transmittance
(black) along the front viewing angle range and a high trans-
mittance along the predetermined up-down viewing angle
range.

[0076] In FIG. 16, an LCD device 600 includes first and
second substrates 605 and 645 and a liquid crystal layer 690
between the first and second substrates 605 and 645. First,
second, third and fourth pixel electrodes (not shown, 6305,
not shown, 6304) are formed over an inner surface of the first
substrate 605 in first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1,
SP2, SP3 and SP4, respectively, and common electrode 670 is
formed over an inner surface of the second substrate 645.
Pixel protrusions of a dielectric material as a field distortion
means are formed on the first, second, third and fourth pixel
electrodes (not shown, 6305, not shown and 630d. For
example, a first pixel protrusion 632a is formed on an upper
side of the fourth pixel electrode 630d near a first gate line
610a and a second pixel protrusion 5325 is formed on a lower
side of the fourth pixel electrode 6304 near a second gate line
(not shown). In addition, first, second, third and fourth com-
mon slits (not shown, 6805, not shown and 6804) as a field
distortion means are formed in the common electrode 670 in
first, second, third and fourth sub pixels SP1, SP2, SP3 and
SP4, respectively. The first, second and third common slits
(not shown, 6805 and not shown) each having a circular shape
are formed in a central portion of the first, second and third
sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3, respectively. The fourth com-
mon slit 6804 having a bar shape along a horizontal direction
parallel to the gate line is formed in a central portion of the
fourth sub pixel SP4.

[0077] The liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal
layer 690 are re-aligned by the electric field generated
between each of the first, second, third and fourth pixel elec-
trodes (not shown, 6305, not shown and 630d) and the com-
mon electrode 670. The electric field is distorted by the first,
second, third and fourth common slits (not shown, 6805, not
shown and 680d) and the pixel protrusions. Accordingly, the
liquid crystal molecules are re-aligned to have a fan shape
with each of the first, second and third common slits (not
shown, 5805 and not shown) as a center in each of the first,
second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 and a multi-
domain is formed in each of the first, second and third sub
pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3. In addition, the liquid crystal mol-
ecules are re-aligned to have a symmetric shape with respect
to the fourth common slit 6804 and a two-domain is formed in
the fourth sub pixel SP4. As a result, the first, second and third
sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 display the first image ofa wide
viewing angle, and the fourth sub pixel SP4 displays the
second image that has a low transmittance (black) along the
front viewing angle range and a high transmittance along the
predetermined up-down viewing angle range.

[0078] Although a single common slit of a circular shape or
a single common protrusion of a hemispheric shape is formed
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in a central portion of each of the first, second and third
image-displaying sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 in the LCD
device according to one of the third to seventh embodiment, at
least two common slit or at least two common protrusion of
one of a circular shape and a polygonal shape may be formed
in each of the first, second and third image-displaying sub
pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 in the LCD device according to
another embodiment.

[0079] Further, a pixel slit, a pixel protrusion, a common
slit or a common protrusion of a slanted bar shape having an
angle of about 20° to about 70° (preferably an angle of about
40° to about 50°, and specifically, an angle of about 45°) with
respect to a horizontal direction parallel to the gate line may
be formed in each of first, second and third sub pixels SP1,
SP2 and SP3 as a field distortion means in an LCD device
according to another embodiment. Moreover, a pixel slit, a
pixel protrusion, a common slit or a common protrusion of a
zigzag bar shape having angles of about 20° to about 70° and
of'about 110° to about 160° (preferably angles of about 40° to
about 50° and of about 130° to about 140°, and specifically,
angles of about 45° and of about 135°) with respect to a
horizontal direction parallel to the gate line may be formed in
each of first, second and third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 as
a field distortion means in an LCD device according to
another embodiment.

[0080] In addition, a pixel slit, a pixel protrusion, a com-
mon slit or a common protrusion of an X shape, a’Y shape or
amodified Y shape may be formed in each of first, second and
third sub pixels SP1, SP2 and SP3 as a field distortion means
in an LCD device according to another embodiment. When a
pixel slit, a pixel protrusion, a common slit or a common
protrusion of a slanted bar shape, a zigzag shape, an X shape,
a’Y shape or a modified Y shape is used, the pixel slit or the
pixel protrusion over the first substrate may have a shape
corresponding to and alternate with the common slit or the
common protrusion over the second substrate.

[0081] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in a liquid
crystal display device and a method of driving the liquid
crystal display device of the present invention without depart-
ing from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it is
intended that the present invention cover the modifications
and variations of this invention provided they come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A liquid crystal display device, comprising:

first and second substrates facing and spaced apart from
each other, each of the first and second substrates having
an image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-ad-
justing sub pixel;

a thin film transistor corresponding to each of the image-
displaying sub pixel and the viewing angle-adjusting
sub pixel;

a liquid crystal display layer between the first and second
substrates, the liquid crystal layer having a negative
dielectric constant anisotropy;

a first field distortion means in the image-displaying sub
pixel; and

a second field distortion means in the viewing angle-ad-
justing sub pixel.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the image-

displaying sub pixel has a property graph of a transmittance to
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a viewing angle where the transmittance has a maximum
value at the viewing angle of about 0° and decreases with
increase of the viewing angle.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel has a property graph of a transmit-
tance to a viewing angle where the transmittance has a mini-
mum value at the viewing angle of about 0° and maximum
values at first and second viewing angles that are substantially
symmetrical to each other with respect to the viewing angle of
about 0°.

4. The device according to claim 1, further comprising:

a gate line and a data line on an inner surface of the first
substrate, the gate line and the data line crossing each
other to define the image-displaying sub pixel and the
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel and connected to the
thin film transistor;

a pixel electrode in each of the image-displaying sub pixel
and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel on the inner
surface of the first substrate;

a color filter layer in the image-displaying sub pixel on an
inner surface of the second substrate; and

a common electrode on the color filter layer.

5. The device according to claim 4, wherein each of the first
and second field distortion means includes at least one of a
pixel protrusion of a dielectric material on the pixel electrode,
a pixel slit in the pixel electrode, a common protrusion of a
dielectric material on the common electrode and a common
slit in the common electrode.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the first field
distortion means includes at least one having one of a circular
shape and a polygonal shape to form a multi-domain in the
image-displaying sub pixel.

7. The device according to claim 5, wherein the second
field distortion means includes at least one having one of a
horizontal bar shape and a vertical bar shape to form a two-
domain in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.

8. The device according to claim 4, wherein the first field
distortion means includes at least one of a pixel slit, a pixel
protrusion, a common slit and a common protrusion each
having one of a slanted bar shape having an angle of about 20°
to about 70° with respect to a horizontal direction parallel to
the gate line, a zigzag bar shape having angles of about 20° to
about 70° and of about 110° to about 160° with respect to the
horizontal direction, an X shape, a' Y shape or a modified Y
shape.

9. The device according to claim 1, wherein the image-
displaying sub pixel includes first, second and third sub pixels
and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel includes a fourth
sub pixel, and wherein the first, second, third and fourth sub
pixels have one of a stripe type where the first, second, third
and fourth sub pixels are disposed along a single line and a
quad type where the first, second, third and fourth sub pixels
are disposed in a 2x2 matrix.

10. The device according to claim 1, wherein the image-
displaying sub pixel includes first, second, third and fourth
sub pixels and the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel includes
a fifth sub pixel, and wherein the first, second, third, fourth
and fifth sub pixels have one of a stripe type where the first,
second, third, fourth and fifth sub pixels are disposed along a
single line and a quad type where the first, second, third and
fourth sub pixels are disposed in a 2x2 matrix and the fifth sub
pixel is disposed at a center of the first, second, third and
fourth sub pixels.
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11. The device according to claim 4, further comprising a
transparent layer in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel on
the inner surface of the second substrate.

12. The device according to claim 1, further comprising
first and second polarizing plates on outer surface of the first
and second substrates, respectively, wherein a polarization
axis of the first polarizing plate is perpendicular to a polar-
ization axis of the second polarizing plate.

13. A method of fabricating a liquid crystal display device,
comprising:

forming a gate line and a data line on a first substrate, the

gate line and the data line crossing each other to define
an image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-ad-
justing sub pixel;

forming a thin film transistor connected to the gate line and

the data line;

forming a pixel electrode connected to the thin film tran-

sistor;

forming a color filter layer in the image-displaying sub

pixel on a second substrate;

forming a common electrode on the color filter layer;

forming a first field distortion means in the image-display-

ing sub pixel;

forming a second field distortion means in the viewing

angle-adjusting sub pixel,
attaching the first and second substrates such that the pixel
electrode and the common electrode face each other; and

forming a liquid crystal layer having a negative dielectric
constant anisotropy between the first and second sub-
strates.

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the image-
displaying sub pixel has a property graph of a transmittance to
a viewing angle where the transmittance has a maximum
value at the viewing angle of about 0° and decreases with
increase of the viewing angle.

15. The method according to claim 13, wherein the viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel has a property graph of a transmit-
tance to a viewing angle where the transmittance has a mini-
mum value at the viewing angle of about 0° and maximum
values at first and second viewing angles that are substantially
symmetrical to each other with respect to the viewing angle of
about 0°.

16. The method according to claim 13, wherein each of the
first and second field distortion means includes at least one of
a pixel protrusion of a dielectric material on the pixel elec-
trode, a pixel slit in the pixel electrode, a common protrusion
of a dielectric material on the common electrode and a com-
mon slit in the common electrode.

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein the first
field distortion means includes at least one having one of a
circular shape and a polygonal shape to form a multi-domain
in the image-displaying sub pixel.

18. The method according to claim 16, wherein the second
field distortion means includes at least one having one of a
horizontal bar shape and a vertical bar shape to form a two-
domain in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.

19. The method according to claim 13, further comprising
forming first and second polarizing plates on outer surface of
the first and second substrates, respectively, wherein a polar-
ization axis of the first polarizing plate is perpendicular to a
polarization axis of the second polarizing plate.

20. A method of driving a liquid crystal display device
including: first and second substrates facing and spaced apart
from each other, each of the first and second substrates having
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an image-displaying sub pixel and a viewing angle-adjusting
sub pixel; a thin film transistor corresponding to each of the
image-displaying sub pixel and the viewing angle-adjusting
sub pixel; a liquid crystal display layer between the first and
second substrates, the liquid crystal layer having a negative
dielectric constant anisotropy; a first field distortion means in
the image-displaying sub pixel; and a second field distortion
means in the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel, comprising:
when the liquid crystal display device is operated in a wide
viewing angle mode,
displaying a first image of a wide viewing angle by the
image-displaying sub pixel; and
displaying a black at an entire viewing angle range by the
viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel,
when the liquid crystal display device is operated in a
narrow viewing angle mode,
displaying the first image of the wide viewing angle by the
image-displaying sub pixel; and
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displaying the black within a front viewing angle range and
a second image within a predetermined viewing angle
range by the viewing angle-adjusting sub pixel.

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein the image-
displaying sub pixel has a property graph of a transmittance to
a viewing angle where the transmittance has a maximum
value at the viewing angle of about 0° and decreases with
increase of the viewing angle.

22. The method according to claim 20, wherein the viewing
angle-adjusting sub pixel has a property graph of a transmit-
tance to a viewing angle where the transmittance has a mini-
mum value at the viewing angle of about 0° and maximum
values at first and second viewing angles that are substantially
symmetrical to each other with respect to the viewing angle of
about 0°.

23. The method according to claim 20, wherein the second
image is one of a white and a text.
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