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time when each application pattern is applied to the lig-
uid crystals. This allows a fine gradation display even if
the liquid crystals are driven by only ON/OFF of a max-

(57) A voltage with a predetermined pattern is ap-
plied to liquid crystals to drive the liquid crystals during
a unit drive period of the liquid crystals and an applica-

tion pattern according to the gradation data is set taking
into account a value obtained by integrating the amount
of transmitted light of liquid crystals at various points in
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imum rated voltage. As a result, it is possible to drive
the liquid crystals at high speed and produce a multi-
gradation display.
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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a liquid crystal
drive apparatus and gradation display method, and
more particularly, to a liquid crystal drive apparatus and
gradation display method according to a new gradation
display system.

Background Art

[0002] An active matrix type liquid crystal display ap-
paratus producing a multi-gradation display is known in
the prior art. This multi-gradation display is performed
by selecting one reference voltage corresponding to the
gradation display data from among as many reference
voltages as display gradations using an analog switch
and driving the liquid display apparatus at the selected
reference voltage.

[0003] FIG.1 is a block diagram showing a conven-
tional liquid crystal drive apparatus for driving an active
matrix type liquid crystal display apparatus. This liquid
crystal drive apparatus is provided with first latch 1, sec-
ond latch 2 and decoder 3 for every vertical pixel line of
the liquid crystal display apparatus.

[0004] First latch 1 reads 3-bit gradation data DO to
D2 that specify 8 gradations for each vertical pixel line
during one horizontal scanning period. That is, this gra-
dation data DO to D2 are latched by first latch 1 and held
for only one horizontal scanning period.

[0005] Second latch 2 supplies gradation data DO to
D2 held infirstlatch 1 to decoder 3 in next one horizontal
scanning period. Decoder 3 decodes gradation data DO
to D2 from second latch 2 and outputs decoded signals
S0 to S7 to control terminals of analog switches A0 to
AT respectively.

[0006] These analog switches AQ to A7 selectively
output reference voltages VO to V7 supplied to the input
terminal in association with decoded signals SO to S7.
That is, one of reference voltages VO to V7 is selected
by decoded signals SO to S7 and output as a liquid crys-
tal drive voltage.

[0007] Reference voltages VO to V7 correspond to
gradation levels as shown in FIG.2. Therefore, a refer-
ence voltage is selected based on the gradation data,
the reference voltage is output to the liquid crystal panel
as a voltage to be applied, and in this way the amount
of transmitted light corresponding to the applied voltage
is obtained allowing a gradation display.

[0008] However, the conventional liquid crystal drive
apparatus is not sufficient to drive liquid crystals at high
speed. In line with widespread use of the Internet there
is a growing demand for high-speed transmission of
large-volume data such as images in recent years and
multi-gradations are also required to be implemented.
Displaying moving pictures in particular requires high-
speed drive and a multi-gradation display of liquid crys-
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tals.
Disclosure of Invention

[0009] It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a new liquid crystal drive apparatus and gradation
display method capable of driving liquid crystals at high
speed and displaying multi-gradations as well.

[0010] This object is attained when a predetermined
voltage is applied to liquid crystals by setting a time dur-
ing which a voltage is applied to liquid crystals taking
into account an area obtained by integrating an amount
of transmitted light at various points in time of the liquid
crystals over an LED light-emitting period.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0011]

FIG.1 is a block diagram showing an outlined con-
figuration of a conventional liquid crystal drive ap-
paratus;

FIG.2 illustrates a relationship between light trans-
mittance and applied voltage;

FIG.3 is a block diagram showing an outlined con-
figuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
FIG.4 illustrates a look-up table at the liquid crystal
drive apparatus shown in FIG.3;

FIG.5A illustrates a relationship between light trans-
mittance and time when application of a voltage is
started;

FIG.5B illustrates a relationship between light trans-
mittance and time when application of a voltage is
stopped;

FIG. 6 illustrates a relationship between an applied
voltage and time;

FIG.7 illustrates a relationship between an applied
voltage and time for each gradation;

FIG.8A illustrates voltage application timing;
FIG.8B illustrates voltage application timing;
FIG.8C illustrates voltage application timing;

FIG.9 is a block diagram showing an outlined con-
figuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 2 of the present invention;
FIG.10 illustrates a pattern table at the liquid crystal
drive apparatus shown in FIG.9;

FIG.11 illustrates voltage application patterns;
FIG.12A illustrates a relationship between an
amount of transmitted light and time when a certain
voltage is applied;

FIG.12B illustrates a relationship between an
amount of transmitted light and time when a pattern
voltage of pattern #3 in FIG.11 is applied;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram to illustrate the creation
of a look-up table used for a liquid crystal drive ap-
paratus according to Embodiment 3 of the present
invention;
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FIG.14 is a characteristic curve to illustrate gamma
correction;

FIG.15A is a drive voltage waveform chart showing
an example of a pattern voltage applied to liquid
crystals;

FIG.15B illustrates an area of an amount of trans-
mitted light when the pattern voltage in FIG.15A is
applied;

FIG.16A is a drive voltage waveform chart accord-
ing to a conventional variable application voltage
system;

FIG.16B illustrates an amount of transmitted light
when the voltage in FIG.16A is applied;

FIG.17 is a block diagram showing an outlined con-
figuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 4 of the present invention;
FIG.18 illustrates a temperature characteristic of
liquid crystals; and

FIG.19 is a block diagram showing an outlined con-
figuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 5 of the present invention.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0012] With reference now to the attached drawings,
embodiments of the present invention will be explained
in detail below.

(Embodiment 1)

[0013] FIG.3 is a block diagram showing an outlined
configuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 1 of the present invention. Liquid
crystal drive apparatus 10 according to Embodiment 1
is provided with application time control section 102 that
controls a voltage application time according to grada-
tion data, look-up table 101 that associates gradation
with application time (ON-time) and switch 103 that out-
puts a constant voltage generated by constant voltage
generation circuit 105 to LCD panel 20 according to the
ON-time control signal output from application time con-
trol section 102.

[0014] Asshownin FIG.4, look-up table 101 is a table
that associates a gradation level with an application time
during which the switch is ON. Here, a gradation display
of the liquid crystal drive apparatus according to the
present invention will be explained using FIG.5to FIG.7.
[0015] FIG.5 illustrates a relationship between light
transmittance and time, FIG.6 illustrates a relationship
between an applied voltage and time and FIG. 7 illus-
trates a relationship between an applied voltage and
time for each gradation.

[0016] When avoltage is applied to liquid crystals and
the liquid crystals respond to this by allowing light to pen-
etrate, the liquid crystals have light transmittance as
shown in FIG. 5A. In FIG.5A, suppose the time required
for the light transmittance to change from 10% to 90%
is T ON.
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[0017] Onthe other hand, when voltage application to
the liquid crystals is stopped and light is shut off, the
liquid crystals have light transmittance as shown in FIG.
5B. In FIG.5B, suppose the time required for the light
transmittance to change from 90% to 10% is T OFF.
[0018] As is apparent from FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B, 1
OFF is longer than t ON. This means that there is a dif-
ference between the time after application of a voltage
until liquid crystals respond to this allowing light to pen-
etrate and the time after voltage application is stopped
until light is shut off.

[0019] In this case, response speed t ON of liquid
crystals is expressed as kG2/(V2-Vy,2), response speed
7 OFF is expressed as k'G2 (k, k' : constants, V: applied
voltage, Vy,: threshold voltage, G: cell gap). As is seen
from this expression, the response speed of liquid crys-
tals differs between voltage application (t ON) and stop-
page of voltage application (t OFF) . Thus, the rate of
voltage variation with time differs when a voltage is ap-
plied and when application of a voltage is stopped, that
is, the rate of voltage variation with time is asymmetric.
[0020] As shown in FIG.6, the (rise) time to reach an
applied voltage value of liquid crystals differs when volt-
age 2.5 V is applied and when voltage 5 V is applied,
and the time to reach the applied voltage value when
voltage 5V is applied is shorter.

[0021] As described above, when a voltage is applied
to liquid crystals, the liquid crystals respond to this
(opens up the aperture) allowing light to penetrate.
When application of a voltage continues for a certain
time, the liquid crystals continue to respond thereto and
remain open continuously allowing light to penetrate. An
amount of transmitted light for the duration of that time
can be considered as a value obtained by integrating
the applied voltage for the duration of that time. That is,
the hatching area in FIG.6 can be considered to indicate
an amount of transmitted light. To be specific, the
amount of transmitted light in the case of the applied
voltage of 5 V is the area expressed by leftward ascend-
ing lines in FIG.6, while the amount of transmitted light
in the case of the applied voltage of 2.5 V is the area
expressed by rightward ascending lines in FIG.6.
[0022] In gradation displays by a conventional liquid
crystal drive, reference voltages suchas 2.5V and 5V
as shown in FIG.6 are preset and the reference voltages
are applied to the liquid crystals. As described above,
when the amount of transmitted light is considered as a
total amount of opening time, that is, applied voltage X
time (area expressed with hatching in FIG.6), it is pos-
sible to control the application duration (t0 to t7) with the
applied voltage kept constant as shown in FIG.7. In oth-
er words, in FIG.7, when the application time is
changed, the waveform changes from a rise to fall and
the area in the waveform (applied voltage X time)
changes accordingly. As a result, the amount of trans-
mitted light varies, which allows a gradation display to
be implemented.

[0023] Since such a gradation display can keep the



5 EP 1 345 202 A1 6

applied voltage constant, it is possible to perform timing
control the application condition or non-application con-
dition, that is, digital control. Digital control facilitates
control. Furthermore, control is performed at all grada-
tion levels with a relatively high applied voltage which
results in quicker response of liquid crystals, which
makes it possible to shorten the liquid crystal drive time
as a whole.

[0024] Next, an operation of the liquid crystal drive ap-
paratus in the above-described configuration will be ex-
plained.

[0025] Gradation data indicating gradation levels in a
gradation display is input to application time control sec-
tion 102 of liquid crystal drive apparatus 10. The grada-
tion data is expressed with, for example, 3 bits in the
case of 8 gradations and set as gradation levels 0 to 7.
[0026] Upon receipt of the gradation data, application
time control section 102 references look-up table 101
shown in FIG.4 and sets an application time (ON-time)
corresponding to the gradation data. Then, application
time control section 102 outputs an ON-time control sig-
nal to switch 103 for the decided ON-time. In this way,
a gradation display is carried out by digital-controlling
the application time corresponding to a predetermined
applied voltage as shown in FIG.8A to 8C.

[0027] Switch 103 turns ON the switch according to
the ON-time control signal from application time control
section 102 to apply a voltage to pixels of LCD panel 20.
That is, switch 103 supplies a signal voltage to the
source electrode line according to the ON-time control
signal to drive liquid crystals.

[0028] In this way, the liquid crystal drive apparatus
according to this embodiment allows a multi-gradation
display through digital control. This facilitates control in
a multi-gradation display. Furthermore, time control is
performed at all gradation displays with a relatively high
applied voltage which results in quicker response of lig-
uid crystals, which makes it possible to shorten the liquid
crystal drive time as a whole. Furthermore, as a voltage
is applied in a digitized manner through time control with
the liquid crystal drive voltage kept constant, which elim-
inates the need for a D/A (digital/analog) converter
which is normally required for a liquid crystal drive ap-
paratus.

(Embodiment 2)

[0029] FIG.9 is a block diagram showing an outlined
configuration of a liquid crystal drive apparatus accord-
ing to Embodiment 2 of the present invention. The liquid
crystal drive apparatus according to Embodiment 2 is
provided with application time control section 102 that
controls a voltage application time according to grada-
tion data, pattern table 104 that associates a gradation
with an application time (ON-pattern) and switch 103
that outputs a constant voltage generated by constant
voltage generation circuit 105 to LCD panel 20 accord-
ing to an ON pattern control signal output from applica-
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tion time control section 102.

[0030] AsshowninFIG.10, patterntable 104 is atable
that associates a gradation level with an application pat-
tern for turning ON the switch. As applied patterns, there
can be, for example, patterns whereby a predetermined
liquid crystal drive time as shown in FIG.11 is divided
into a plurality of blocks at which application or non-ap-
plication of a voltage is selected.

[0031] When a voltage is applied to liquid crystals, a
rise and fall are asymmetric as shown in FIG.5A and
FIG.5B. Therefore, taking advantage of this asymmetry,
even if a voltage application time is the same, when dif-
ferent patterns are used as shown in FIG.11, the area
of applied voltage X time varies depending on a combi-
nation of voltage application units (one block in the pat-
terns in FIG.11). As a result, it is possible to perform a
finer gradation display than Embodiment 1.

[0032] Forexample, instead of changing a voltage ap-
plication time between LED unit light emission periods
as in the case of conventional PWM control, this embod-
iment changes a voltage application pattern within a unit
light emission period. The "LED unit light emission pe-
riod" here refers to a period after LEDs (light-emitting
diodes) provided for respective liquid crystals start to
emit light until the LEDs stop light emission.

[0033] By the way, this embodiment is supposed to
perform a display using a field sequential method, use
an LED array as backlight and flash this LED array at
high speed. That is, the above-described unit light emis-
sion period corresponds to one LED array lighting-up
period.

[0034] Thus, by changing the voltage application pat-
tern within the LED unit light emission period, it is pos-
sible to perform a much finer gradation display com-
pared to conventional PWM control, for example.
[0035] Then, an operation of the liquid crystal drive
apparatus in the above-described configuration will be
explained.

[0036] Gradation data indicating gradation levels in a
gradation display is input to application time control sec-
tion 102 of liquid crystal drive apparatus 10. The grada-
tion data is expressed with, for example, 4 bits in the
case of 16 gradations and set as gradation levels 0 to 15.
[0037] Upon receipt of the gradation data, application
time control section 102 references pattern table 104
shown in FIG. 10 and decides an application pattern
(ON pattern) corresponding to the gradation data. Then,
application time control section 102 outputs an ON pat-
tern control signal to switch 103 for the decided ON pat-
tern.

[0038] Switch 103 turns ON the switch according to
the ON pattern control signal from application time con-
trol section 102 to apply a voltage to pixels of LCD panel
20. That is, switch 103 supplies a signal voltage to the
source electrode line according to the ON pattern con-
trol signal to drive liquid crystals.

[0039] In this way, the liquid crystal drive apparatus
according to this embodiment allows a multi-gradation
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display through digital control. This facilitates control in
a multi-gradation display. Furthermore, time control is
performed at all gradation levels with a relatively high
applied voltage which results in quicker response of lig-
uid crystals, and therefore it is possible to shorten the
liquid crystal drive time as a whole. Furthermore, as a
constant liquid crystal drive voltage is applied in a digi-
tized manner through time control, there is no need for
a D/A (digital/analog) converter, which is normally re-
quired for a liquid crystal drive apparatus.

[0040] Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive apparatus
according to this embodiment expresses gradations by
combining voltage application units using asymmetry
between rise and fall of voltage application, and there-
fore it is possible to display more gradations.

[0041] Furthermore, by changing voltage application
patterns within an LED unit light emission period allows
a finer gradation display.

(Embodiment 3)

[0042] This embodiment sets a voltage application
time (or voltage application pattern) corresponding to a
gradation considering the area obtained by integrating
the amount of transmitted light of liquid crystals at vari-
ous points in time over an LED light emission period
when a maximum rated voltage of the liquid crystals is
applied. More specifically, as shown in FIG. 12, the area
(area indicated by hatching of the drawing) obtained by
integrating the waveform amount of transmitted light
that penetrates the liquid crystals when a drive voltage
is applied over the LED light emission period is associ-
ated with each gradation.

[0043] Thatis, the liquid crystals are driven in such a
way that the area of the hatching area in FIG.12 increas-
es as the input gradation data shows higher gradations.
Since the applied voltage is actually set to be constant
at a maximum rated voltage of the liquid crystals, the
area of the hatching is changed according to the grada-
tion by changing the voltage application time (or voltage
application pattern). By the way, FIG.12A illustrates a
variation in an amount of transmitted light of liquid crys-
tals with time when an applied voltage is set to ON dur-
ing a period from time t0 to ta, and FIG.12B illustrates
a variation in an amount of transmitted light of liquid
crystals with time when a voltage of a predetermined
pattern is applied to liquid crystals. More specifically,
F1G.12B shows a case where the voltage of applied pat-
tern #3 in FIG.11 is applied and shows a case where an
ON voltage is applied during a period from time t0 to t2,
a period from time t3 to t4 and a period from time t5 to t6.
[0044] Thus, the liquid crystal drive apparatus of this
embodiment sets a voltage application time for liquid
crystals by associating the area obtained by integrating
the amount of transmitted light over the LED light emis-
sion period with each gradation, and in this way even if
liquid crystals are driven by a constant applied voltage,
it is possible to perform a fine gradation display as if lig-
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uid crystals were driven by an analog voltage.

[0045] Furthermore, by applying an ON/OFF pattern
voltage to liquid crystals taking into account the area of
the amount of transmitted light during the LED light
emission period, it is possible to perform a much finer
gradation display according to gradation data. That is,
as is apparent from a comparison between FIG.12A and
FIG.12B, applying an ON/OFF pattern voltage (FIG.
12B) makes it possible to select the area of the amount
of transmitted light during the LED light emission period
in a finer way, and therefore finer gradation expression
is possible. For example, when a 10-bit ON/OFF pattern
is set, 1024 ways of gradation expression is possible for
each of R, G and B.

[0046] Furthermore, this embodiment is intended to
apply an ON/OFF pattern voltage to liquid crystals at a
predetermined time before the time at which the LED
actually emits light. As a result, desired transmittance
can be obtained from the time at which the LED starts
to emit light, and therefore it is possible to increase
brightness of the display screen without the need to in-
crease the LED output.

[0047] Suchaliquid crystal drive apparatus can be im-
plemented by creating look-up table 101 of above-de-
scribed liquid crystal drive apparatus 10 in Embodiment
1 as shown below. FIG.13 shows an apparatus to create
look-up table 101 and reference table 101 stores a volt-
age application time (or voltage application pattern) as-
sociated with the gradation data.

[0048] The look-up table creation apparatus allows
gradation data to be input to application time setting cir-
cuit 201. Application time setting circuit 201 sets a plu-
rality of application times (or a plurality of application
patterns) for every gradation specified by gradation da-
ta. That s, application time setting circuit 201 sets a plu-
rality of application times for one piece of gradation data
from short to long application times one by one. The ap-
plication time (or application pattern) set in this way is
used as an ON/OFF control signal of switch 202.
[0049] When a constant voltage (maximum rated volt-
age 5 [v] in the case of this embodiment) is always input
from constant voltage generation circuit 203 to switch
202 and this voltage is applied to liquid crystals of LCD
panel 20 as a drive voltage for the time set by application
time setting circuit 201.

[0050] LCD panel 20 is provided with brightness sen-
sors 204 and an amount of transmitted light obtained
from brightness sensors 204 is sent to integration circuit
205. Integration circuit 205 calculates the area indicated
by hatching of FIG.12 by integrating the amount of trans-
mitted light over the LED light emission period and
sends this area to gradation decision circuit 206. Gra-
dation decision circuit 206 is also fed gradation data.
Gradation decision circuit 206 compares each gradation
with the integrated area and sends a write control signal
to allow the data to be written in look-up table 101 when
the area corresponding to the gradation is input.
[0051] Look-up table 101 is given gradation data and
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application time information (or application pattern infor-
mation) as write information and the gradation data is
associated with the application time (or application pat-
tern) and written when gradation decision circuit 206 en-
ables a write. Thus, look-up table 101 stores the voltage
application time (or voltage application pattern) corre-
sponding to each gradation taking into account the area
of the hatching in FIG.12.

[0052] By the way, when an actual image is displayed,
it is ideal to select points in such a way that the relation-
ship between gradation and brightness is plotted on a
gamma curve as shown in FIG.14. At this time, when a
voltage with a different application pattern is applied to
the liquid crystals within the light emission period of each
LED as shown in this embodiment, it is possible to cre-
ate very many gradations depending on the application
patterns, which makes it easier to select points on the
gamma curve and allows high precision gamma correc-
tion.

[0053] Then, an operation of the liquid crystal drive
apparatus of this embodiment will be explained using
FIG.15. FIG.15A shows a drive voltage waveform ap-
plied to the liquid crystals. FIG.15B is a waveform chart
showing an amount of transmitted light of the liquid crys-
tals when the pattern voltage in FIG.15A is applied. Fur-
thermore, parts marked R, G and B in the figure indicate
the LED light emission periods of respective colors.
[0054] Thatis, when a drive voltage is applied at time
t1, the amount of transmitted light starts to rise from this
time t1. When time t2 is reached, an R (red) LED emits
light. Then, when the application of the drive voltage
ends at time t2, the amount of transmitted light starts to
fall from this time t2. Then, when an ON voltage is ap-
plied from time t2a to time t3, the amount of transmitted
light rises during this period. Then, when the application
of the drive voltage ends at time t3, the amount of trans-
mitted light starts to fall from this time t3 and the amount
of lightis reduced to 0 at time t4. By the way, the amount
of transmitted light continues to rise for a period from
time t1 to time t2, but since no LED emits light, no LCD
display is produced.

[0055] Likewise, when a drive voltage is applied at
time t6, the amount of transmitted light starts to rise from
this time t6. When a G (green) LED starts to emit light
attime t7, an LCD display starts from this time t7. Then,
the application of the drive voltage ends at time t7a, the
amount of transmitted light starts to fall from this time
t7a. Then, an ON voltage is applied for a period from
time t7b to time t8, the amount of transmitted light rises.
Then, the application of the drive voltage ends at time
t8, the amount of transmitted light starts to fall from this
time t8, the amount of transmitted light is reduced to 0
at time t9 and the display ends.

[0056] Likewise, when a drive voltage is applied at
time t10, the amount of transmitted light starts to rise
from this time t10 and when a B (blue) LED starts to emit
light attime t11, an LCD display starts from this time t11.
Then, when the application of the drive voltage ends at
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time t12, light emission of LED also stops and the dis-
play ends. By the way, the area enclosed by the amount
of transmitted light and light emission period reaches a
maximum with this B (blue) display, which means that
this liquid crystal displays a maximum gradation.
[0057] Likewise, when a drive voltage is applied at
time t13, the amount of transmitted light starts to rise
from this time t13, and when an R (red) LED starts to
emit light at time t14, an LCD display starts from this
time t14. Then, when the application of the drive voltage
ends at time t15, the amount of transmitted light starts
to fall from this time t15, the amount of transmitted light
is reduced to 0 at time t16 and the display ends.
[0058] As shown above, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of this embodiment is designed to drive liquid crys-
tals by a maximum rated voltage, and therefore the
waveform of the amount of transmitted light rises and
falls abruptly as shown in FIG.15B, making it possible
to increase the response speed of liquid crystals . This
also allows, for example, the frame frequency to be in-
creased.

[0059] Moreover, since a voltage application time is
set taking into account the area obtained by integrating
the amount of transmitted light over an LED light emis-
sion period, it is possible to produce a fine gradation dis-
play suited to gradations.

[0060] In addition, applying an ON/OFF pattern volt-
age taking into consideration the area obtained by inte-
grating the amount of transmitted light over an LED light
emission period allows a much finer gradation display
according to gradation data.

[0061] Here, FIG.16 shows a waveform obtained by
driving liquid crystals according to a conventional vari-
able application voltage system as an example of a com-
parison with the liquid crystal drive apparatus of this em-
bodiment. According to this liquid crystal drive system,
the applied voltage value is increased as the specified
gradation increases.

[0062] That is, when a medium drive voltage is ap-
plied over a period from time t1 to time t3, an amount of
transmitted light according to this voltage value is ob-
tained from liquid crystals. Likewise, when a relatively
large drive voltage is applied over a period from time t4
to time t6, a relatively large amount of transmitted light
according to this voltage value is obtained from liquid
crystals.

[0063] When amaximum drive voltage is applied over
a period from time t7 to time t9, a maximum amount of
transmitted light according to this voltage value is ob-
tained from liquid crystals. Furthermore, when a small
drive voltage is applied over a period from time t10 to
time t12, a small amount of transmitted light according
to this voltage value is obtained from liquid crystals. By
the way, an LCD display is actually produced over a pe-
riod from time 2 to t3, a period from time t5 to t6, a period
from time t8 to t9 and a period from time t11 to t12, during
which the respective RGB LEDs emit light.

[0064] During liquid crystal driving according to this
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variable application voltage system, a drive voltage val-
ue is set by focusing attention on an average height of
the waveform of the amount of transmitted light during
each display period. For example, a drive voltage is set
in such a way that an average height of the amount of
transmitted light over the period from time t2 to time t3
satisfies the specified gradation.

[0065] Incontrast, during liquid crystal driving accord-
ing to the amount of transmitted light integration system
of this embodiment, liquid crystals are driven taking into
account the integrated area of the amount of transmitted
light, and therefore it is possible to express more visually
appealing fine gradations than the conventional liquid
crystal drive system.

[0066] Thus, the liquid crystal drive apparatus of this
embodiment controls a drive voltage based on a value
obtained by integrating the amount of transmitted light
from liquid crystals, which results in a quicker change of
a drive voltage applied to liquid crystals than the re-
sponse time (ON/OFF) of the liquid crystals. This makes
it possible to control the level of aperture of each liquid
crystal at optimal timing and obtain desired brightness.

(Embodiment 4)

[0067] FIG.17 shows a configuration of a liquid crystal
drive apparatus according to Embodiment 4 of the
presentinvention, wherein the components correspond-
ing to those in FIG.3 are assigned the same reference
numerals. This liquid crystal drive apparatus is provided
with a temperature sensor 301 near LCD panel 20. Upon
detecting an ambient temperature of liquid crystals, tem-
perature sensor 301 sends the detection result to cor-
rection circuit 302 as temperature information.

[0068] Correction circuit 302 corrects an ON-time
control signal output from application time control sec-
tion 102 based on the temperature information. Here,
liquid crystals have a temperature characteristic as
shown in FIG.18 that the response speed of liquid crys-
tals slows down and the amount of transmitted light de-
creases as a temperature decreases. In consideration
of this respect, this embodiment performs corrections
on an ON-time control signal in such a way that the ON
time is extended as the ambient temperature of liquid
crystals decreases.

[0069] Thus, such a configuration can also produce
an effect of implementing a liquid crystal drive apparatus
with consideration given to the temperature character-
istic of liquid crystals and with further improved grada-
tion display accuracy in addition to the effects obtained
by above-described Embodiments 1 to 3.

(Embodiment 5)

[0070] FIG.19 shows a configuration of a liquid crystal
drive apparatus according to Embodiment 5 of the
presentinvention, wherein the components correspond-
ing to those in FIG.3 are assigned the same reference
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numerals. This liquid crystal drive apparatus is provided
with a brightness detection section 401 at an unobtru-
sive position peripheral to LCD panel 20. In this embod-
iment, brightness detection section 401 is constructed
of a detection cell placed in a liquid crystal cell array and
a photosensor that detects brightness of this detection
cell. The brightness detection result detected by the
photosensor is sent to correction circuit 402 as bright-
ness information.

[0071] Correction circuit402is also fed gradation data
in addition to the brightness information from brightness
detection section 401 and correction circuit 402 com-
pares the brightness information with the gradation da-
ta. Then, when the brightness information is different
from the gradation data, an ON-time control signal out-
put from application time control section 102 is corrected
according to the difference. More specifically, when the
brightness indicated by the brightness information is
smaller than the gradation indicated by the gradation da-
ta, the ON-time control signal is corrected so that the
ON-time is extended.

[0072] Here, when used for an extended period of
time, brightness of an LED has a tendency to reduce
due to secular variation. The brightness of a B (blue)
LED out of RGB in particular may drastically drop due
to secular variation. In consideration of this respect, this
embodiment performs corrections on the ON-time con-
trol signal in such a way that the ON-time is extended
as the brightness of transmitted light of liquid crystals
decreases. In addition, this embodiment performs cor-
rections for recovering white balance by changing a cur-
rent value of each color according to the brightness in-
formation. This provides a liquid crystal drive apparatus
with improved brightness balance.

[0073] Thus, this embodiment produces an effect of
implementing a liquid crystal drive apparatus with fur-
ther improved gradation display accuracy also taking in-
to account a reduction of brightness due to secular var-
iation of LEDs in addition to the effects obtained by
above-described Embodiments 1 to 3.

(Other Embodiments)

[0074] This embodiment is applicable to LCD panel
liquid crystal molecule operating modes such as TN
(Twisted Nematic) mode, STN (Super Twisted Nematic)
mode, ferroelectric crystal mode, birefringence mode,
guest/host mode, dynamic scattering mode, phase tran-
sition mode, etc.

[0075] The foregoing embodiments have described
the case where the applied voltage is 5V, but the present
invention is not limited to this and is also applicable to
cases where the applied voltage is other than 5 V.
[0076] Above-described embodiment 3 has mainly
described the case where data based on a transmitted
light quantity integration system is stored in look-up ta-
ble 101 of Embodiment 1, and therefore a voltage ap-
plication time is set taking into account the area obtained
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by integrating the amount of transmitted light of liquid
crystals over an LED light emission period, but the
present invention is not limited to this and it is also pos-
sible to store data based on a transmitted light quantity
integration system in pattern table 104 of Embodiment
2. Inthiscase, it is possible to detect the amount of trans-
mitted light of liquid crystals when a voltage of a certain
pattern is applied to liquid crystals and set a voltage ap-
plication pattern suitable to each gradation taking into
account the area obtained by integrating this amount of
transmitted light over an LED light emission period.
[0077] As described above in Embodiment 2, the pat-
tern voltage application method of the present invention
in particular is designed to apply a pattern voltage ac-
cording to gradation data within a single LED light emis-
sion period and thereby produce a finer LCD display ac-
cording to gradation data than conventional PWM con-
trol. In addition to this, by determining this application
pattern according to the above-described integrated ar-
ea, the present invention can produce a much finer LCD
display according to gradation data.

[0078] Above-described embodiment 4 has de-
scribed the case where a voltage application time is cor-
rected according to the temperature detection result, but
the present invention is not limited to this and can be
modified so that the voltage application pattern is cor-
rected according to the temperature detection result.
[0079] Likewise, above-described embodiment 5 has
described the case where a voltage application time is
corrected according to the brightness detection result,
but the present invention is not limited to this and can
be modified so that the voltage application patternis cor-
rected according to the brightness detection result.
[0080] Furthermore, the above-described embodi-
ments have described the case where a pulse pattern
control system taking into account a value obtained by
integrating the amount of transmitted light according to
the present invention is applied to control without using
any D/A converter, but the present invention is not lim-
ited to this and is also applicable to control using a D/A
converter. For example, a combination of a D/A convert-
er capable of expressing specific gradations (e.g., 4 gra-
dations) (can be a two-gradation D/A converter in the
case of digital control in this embodiment) and the drive
system (e.g., 4-value voltage application pattern) can
express far more gradations.

[0081] Furthermore, the foregoing embodiments
have described the case where the liquid crystal drive
apparatus and liquid crystal drive method of the present
invention are applied to a liquid crystal display appara-
tus based on a field sequential system, but the present
invention is not limited to this and can also attain effects
similar to those of the above-described embodiments
even if the present invention is applied to other liquid
crystal display apparatuses based on, for example, a
color filter system or projector system.

[0082] Furthermore, the present invention is not lim-
ited to the foregoing embodiments, but can be imple-
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mented with various modifications.

[0083] (1) The liquid crystal drive apparatus of the
present invention includes a setting section that sets a
voltage application time for liquid crystals based on gra-
dation data and a voltage supply section that supplies
a predetermined applied voltage to liquid crystals for the
voltage application time set by the setting section,
wherein the setting section sets a voltage application
time according to the gradation data taking into account
the area obtained by integrating the amount of transmit-
ted light of liquid crystals at various points in time over
an LED light emission period when a constant voltage
is applied to liquid crystals.

[0084] According to this configuration, a gradation
display is performed by only controlling the voltage ap-
plication time without changing the applied voltage val-
ue, which makes control in multi-gradation displays eas-
ier. Furthermore, gradations are expressed with an
amount of transmitted light integrated of continuously
changing liquid crystals, and can therefore provide a fin-
er gradation display according to the gradation data than
conventional PWM (Pulse Width Modulation), etc.
[0085] (2) The setting sectionin (1) of the liquid crystal
drive apparatus of the present invention sets a voltage
application time with reference to a table which associ-
ates gradations with voltage application times.

[0086] This configuration makes it easier to set a volt-
age application time according to gradations depending
on the performance, etc. of liquid crystals to be driven.
[0087] (3) The table in (2) of the liquid crystal drive
apparatus of the present invention is created by detect-
ing the amount of transmitted light of liquid crystals var-
ying with time during each period when a maximum rat-
ed voltage of liquid crystals is applied to the liquid crys-
tals for different periods, calculating the area by integrat-
ing the detected amount of transmitted light over an LED
light emission period and associating the area obtained
with the gradation data to associate the gradation data
with the voltage application time.

[0088] According to this configuration, the table stores
a voltage application time suitable for each liquid crystal
for every gradation beforehand, and therefore applying
a voltage according to the voltage application time
stored in this table allows a gradation display quite suit-
able for the input gradation data to be performed.
[0089] (4) The liquid crystal drive apparatus of the
present invention includes a setting section that sets a
voltage application pattern for liquid crystals based on
gradation data and a voltage supply section that sup-
plies a predetermined applied voltage to liquid crystals
according to the voltage application pattern set by the
setting section, wherein a gradation display is produced
by controlling the amount of transmitted light within a
unit LED light emission period according to the voltage
application pattern.

[0090] According to this configuration, a gradation
display is performed by changing the pattern of a voltage
applied to liquid crystals within the unit LED light emis-
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sion period, which allows a finer gradation display ac-
cording to the gradation data than conventional PWM
(Pulse Width Modulation), etc.

[0091] (5) The setting sectionin (4) of the liquid crystal
drive apparatus of the present invention sets a voltage
application pattern according to gradation data taking
into account the area obtained by integrating the amount
of transmitted light over an LED light emission period at
various points in time when the voltage application pat-
tern is applied to liquid crystals.

[0092] According to this configuration, by associating
the area obtained by integrating the amount of transmit-
ted light over an LED light emission period with each
gradation and setting a pattern of a voltage applied to
liquid crystals, it is possible to produce a fine gradation
display as if the liquid crystals were driven at an analog
voltage even if the liquid crystals are driven at a certain
applied voltage. Moreover, gradations are expressed
with the amount of transmitted light integrated of contin-
uously varying liquid crystals, and the present invention
can therefore provide a much finer gradation display ac-
cording to the gradation data than conventional PWM
(Pulse Width Modulation), etc.

[0093] (6) The setting sectionin (5) of the liquid crystal
drive apparatus of the present invention sets a voltage
application pattern with reference to a table which as-
sociates gradations with voltage application patterns.
[0094] This configuration makes it easier to set a volt-
age application pattern according to gradations depend-
ing on the performance, etc. of liquid crystals to be driv-
en.

[0095] (7) The table in (6) of the liquid crystal drive
apparatus of the present invention is created by detect-
ing the amount of transmitted light of liquid crystals
which varies depending on the application patterns with
time when voltages of different patterns are applied to
liquid crystals, calculating the area by integrating the de-
tected amount of transmitted light over an LED light
emission period and associating the area with the gra-
dation data to associate the gradation data with the volt-
age application patterns.

[0096] According to this configuration, the table stores
a voltage application pattern suitable for each liquid
crystal for every gradation beforehand, and therefore
applying a voltage according to the voltage application-
patterns stored in this table allows a gradation display
quite suitable for the input gradation data to be per-
formed.

[0097] (8) Furthermore, the voltage supply sections in
(1) to (7) of the liquid crystal drive apparatus of the
present invention do not supply an intermediate voltage
between a maximum voltage and minimum voltage and
only supply the maximum voltage and minimum voltage
to liquid crystals to perform a gradation display.

[0098] According to this configuration, liquid crystals
are only driven at a maximum voltage (e.g., 5 [v]) and
minimum voltage (0 [v]) of rated voltages, and therefore
the response of liquid crystals speeds up and it is pos-
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sible to achieve an amount of transmitted light corre-
sponding to the required gradation. As a result, the liquid
crystals can be driven at high speed.

[0099] (9) Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of the present invention is provided with a temper-
ature sensor placed peripheral to liquid crystals to detect
an ambient temperature of liquid crystals, wherein the
setting section corrects a voltage application time or
voltage application pattern according to the detection re-
sult of the temperature sensor.

[0100] According to this configuration, when the re-
sponse of liquid crystals slows down as the ambient
temperature of the liquid crystals decreases, the setting
section corrects the voltage application time so that the
voltage application time is extended accordingly or cor-
rects the voltage application pattern. As a result, it is
possible to always perform a gradation display accord-
ing to the input gradation data irrespective of the state
of liquid crystals.

[0101] (10) Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of the present invention is also provided with a
brightness detection section placed peripheral to liquid
crystals to detect brightness of light that penetrates lig-
uid crystals, wherein the setting section corrects a volt-
age application time or voltage application pattern ac-
cording to the detection result of the brightness detec-
tion section.

[0102] According to this configuration, when the
amount of LED light emission decreases due to secular
variation and the display brightness decreases, the set-
ting section corrects the voltage application time so that
the voltage application time is extended accordingly or
corrects the voltage application pattern. As a result, it is
possible to always perform a gradation display with
good brightness balance and according to the input gra-
dation data irrespective of secular variation, etc. of
LEDs.

[0103] (11) Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of the present invention is a liquid crystal drive ap-
paratus based on a field sequential system that allows
LEDs of R, G and B colors to emit light sequentially and
changes an aperture ratio of liquid crystals provided for
the LEDs of the respective colors by a voltage applied
to the liquid crystals and provided with a setting section
that sets a voltage applied to liquid crystals based on
gradation data and a voltage supply section that sup-
plies the applied voltage set by the setting section to
liquid crystals, wherein the applied voltage supplied by
the voltage supply section is an ON/OFF pattern pulse
voltage according to the gradation to be displayed and
the an ON/OFF pattern is selected by associating the
gradation with the amount of transmitted light from the
liquid crystals integrated within the LED light emission
period when each ON/OFF pattern voltage is applied to
the liquid crystals.

[0104] According to this configuration, a gradation
display is carried out by changing ON/OFF patterns for
liquid crystals within a unit LED light emission period,



17 EP 1 345 202 A1 18

and therefore it is possible to provide a finer gradation
display according to gradation data than a conventional
PWM (Pulse Width Modulation), etc. Furthermore, since
an ON/OFF pattern to be applied to liquid crystals is se-
lected by associating the area obtained by integrating
the amount of transmitted light over the LED light emis-
sion period with each gradation, and in this way even if
liquid crystals are driven by only ON/OFF, it is possible
to perform a much finer gradation display as if liquid
crystals were driven by an analog voltage. That s, a gra-
dation is expressed with a value obtained by integrating
an amount of transmitted light of continuously varying
liquid crystals, which allows a much finer gradation dis-
play according to gradation data.

[0105] (12) Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of the present invention is constructed in such a
way that the setting section in (11) divides the light emis-
sion period of each color LED into a plurality of voltage
application periods and sets as many binary data items
indicating whether or not to apply an ON voltage for each
divided period as divided voltage application periods.
[0106] This configuration makes it easier to set an
ON/OFF pattern according to each gradation.

[0107] (13) Furthermore, the liquid crystal drive appa-
ratus of the present invention is constructed in such a
way that the voltage supply section in (11) supplies an
ON/OFF pattern voltage to liquid crystals a predeter-
mined time ahead of the time at which an LED actually
starts to emit light.

[0108] This configuration applies an ON/OFF pattern
voltage to liquid crystals a predetermined time ahead of
the time at which an LED actually starts to emit light,
and therefore it is possible to obtain desired transmit-
tance from the time at which the LED starts to emit light.
As a result, it is possible to increase brightness of the
display screen without increasing the LED output.
[0109] (14) Furthermore, the gradation display meth-
od of the present invention includes a step of setting a
voltage application pattern for liquid crystals within a unit
LED light emission period based on gradation data and
a step of supplying a predetermined voltage to liquid
crystals according to the voltage application pattern set
in the setting step and is characterized by producing a
gradation display according to the voltage application
pattern.

[0110] As described above, the present invention can
provide a new liquid crystal drive apparatus and grada-
tion display method capable of performing multi-grada-
tion displays through digital control and driving liquid
crystals at high speed.

[0111] This application is based on the Japanese Pat-
ent Application N0.2000-391136 filed on December 22,
2000 and the Japanese Patent Application No.
2001-218440 filed on July 18, 2001, entire content of
which is expressly incorporated by reference herein.
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10

Industrial Applicability

[0112] The presentinvention relates to a liquid crystal
drive apparatus and gradation display method and is ap-
plicable, for example, to a liquid crystal drive apparatus
and gradation display method based on a field sequen-
tial system.

Claims
1. Aliquid crystal drive apparatus comprising:

a setting section that sets a voltage application
time for liquid crystals based on gradation data;
and

a voltage supply section that supplies a prede-
termined applied voltage to liquid crystals for
the voltage application time set by said setting
section, wherein said setting section sets a volt-
age application time according to the gradation
data taking into account the area obtained by
integrating the amount of transmitted light of lig-
uid crystals at various points in time over an
LED light emission period when a constant volt-
age is applied to said liquid crystals.

2. Theliquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
1, wherein said setting section sets said voltage ap-
plication time with reference to a table which asso-
ciates gradations with voltage application times.

3. Theliquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
2, wherein said table is created by detecting the
amount of transmitted light of liquid crystals varying
with time during each period when a maximum rated
voltage of said liquid crystals is applied to said liquid
crystals for different periods, calculating the area by
integrating the detected amount of transmitted light
over an LED light emission period and associating
said area with the gradation data to associate the
gradation data with said voltage application time.

4. Aliquid crystal drive apparatus comprising:

a setting section that sets a voltage application
pattern to liquid crystals based on gradation da-
ta; and

a voltage supply section that supplies a prede-
termined applied voltage to liquid crystals ac-
cording to the voltage application pattern set by
said setting section, wherein a gradation dis-
play is produced by controlling the amount of
transmitted light within a unit LED light emis-
sion period according to said voltage applica-
tion pattern.

5. Theliquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
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4, wherein said setting section sets a voltage appli-
cation pattern according to gradation data taking in-
to account the area obtained by integrating the
amount of transmitted light over an LED light emis-
sion period at various points in time when said volt-
age application pattern is applied to said liquid crys-
tals.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
5, wherein said setting section sets a voltage appli-
cation pattern with reference to a table which asso-
ciates gradations with voltage application patterns.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
6, wherein said table is created by detecting the
amount of transmitted light of liquid crystals which
varies depending on the application patterns with
time when voltages of different patterns are applied
to said liquid crystals, calculating the area by inte-
grating the detected amount of transmitted light
over an LED light emission period and associating
said area with the gradation data to associate the
gradation data with said voltage application pat-
terns.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
4, wherein said voltage supply section does not
supply an intermediate voltage between a maxi-
mum voltage and minimum voltage and only supply
the maximum voltage and minimum voltage to said
liquid crystals to perform a gradation display.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
4, further comprising a temperature sensor placed
peripheral to said liquid crystals to detect an ambi-
ent temperature of said liquid crystals, wherein said
setting section corrects said voltage application
time or said voltage application pattern according
to the detection result of the temperature sensor.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
4, further comprising a brightness detection section
placed peripheral to said liquid crystals to detect
brightness of light penetrating said liquid crystals,
wherein said setting section corrects said voltage
application time or said voltage application pattern
according to the detection result of said brightness
detection section.

A liquid crystal drive apparatus based on a field se-
quential system that allows LEDs of R, G and B
colors to sequentially emit light and changes an ap-
erture ratio of liquid crystals provided in association
with the LEDs of the respective colors by a voltage
applied to the liquid crystals, comprising:

a setting section that sets a voltage applied to
the liquid crystals based on gradation data; and
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a voltage supply section that supplies the ap-
plied voltage set by said setting section to said
liquid crystals,

wherein said applied voltage supplied by said volt-
age supply section is an ON/OFF pattern pulse volt-
age according to the gradation to be displayed and
the ON/OFF pattern is selected by associating the
gradation with a value obtained by integrating the
amount of transmitted light from the liquid crystals
within an LED light emission period when each ON/
OFF pattern voltage is applied to the liquid crystals.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
11, wherein said setting section divides said each
color LED light emission period into a plurality of
voltage application periods and sets as many binary
data items indicating whether or not to apply an ON
voltage for each divided period as divided voltage
application periods.

The liquid crystal drive apparatus according to claim
11, wherein said voltage supply section supplies
said ON/OFF pattern voltage to said liquid crystals
a predetermined time ahead of the time at which an
LED actually starts to emit light.

A gradation display method comprising:

a step of setting a voltage application pattern
to liquid crystals within a short light emission
period based on gradation data; and

a step of supplying a predetermined voltage to
liquid crystals according to the voltage applica-
tion pattern set in said setting step, wherein a
gradation display is produced according to said
voltage application pattern.
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