EP 1315141 A2

Europaisches Patentamt

(19) 0’ European Patent Office
Office européen des brevets

(11) EP 1315141 A2

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
28.05.2003 Bulletin 2003/22

(21) Application number: 02257343.0

(22) Date of filing: 23.10.2002

(51) IntclL”: GO9G 3/36

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BEBG CHCY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
IEIT LILU MC NL PT SE SKTR
Designated Extension States:
AL LT LV MK RO SI

(30) Priority: 31.10.2001 KR 2001067625

(71) Applicants:
+ SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO., LTD.
Suwon-city, Kyungki-do 441-373 (KR)
* SAMSUNG ELECTRO-MECHANICS Co. Ltd.
Suwon-city, Kyungki-do (KR)

(72) Inventors:
* Lee, Seong-deok
Kiheung-eub, Yongin-city, Kyungki-do (KR)
* Kim, Chang-yeong,
502-1305 Jinsan Maeul Samsung
Yongin-city, Kyung-do (KR)

(74) Representative: Greene, Simon Kenneth
Elkington and Fife,
Prospect House,
8 Pembroke Road
Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1XR (GB)

(54) Method for improving gradation of image, and image display apparatus for performing the

method

(57)  Provided are a method of improving the grada-
tion of an image, and an image display apparatus for
performing the method. The method is to improves gra-
dations of an image carried out by a liquid crystal display
including a liquid crystal driving unit for generating a lig-
uid crystal driving signal in response to voltage, which
is selected in accordance with the size of an image sig-
nal from liquid crystal driving voltages each classified by
first and second fields which constitutes a unit frame,
and a liquid crystal display panel for being driven in re-
sponse to the liquid crystal driving signal and displaying
the image, the method includes (a) measuring lumi-
nance levels of an image displayed on the liquid crystal
display panel while changing the liquid crystal driving
voltage per frame; (b) determining at least one lumi-
nance level section whose gradations needs to be im-
proved from the measured luminance levels; (c) produc-
ing new liquid crystal driving voltages to be increased
or decreased centering around the liquid crystal driving
voltage related to lowest luminance level per the first
and second fields in each determined luminance level
section; (d) obtaining new luminance levels using the
produced new liquid crystal driving voltages; (e) select-
ing at least one available first luminance level from the
new luminance levels; and (f) checking whether the gra-
dations of the image are improved using the first lumi-
nance level, and/or returning back to step (e) if the gra-
dations are not improved. According to this method, it is
possible to increase the number of gradations of an im-
age and make irregular difference between luminance

levels of gradations regular, thereby improving the qual-
ity of the image.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an image display apparatus such as a monitor or a television, and more
particularly, to a method of improving the gradation of an image and an image display apparatus for performing the
method.

[0002] The gradation of an image in the image display apparatus is one of the factors that determine the quality of
the image. Unlike a cathode-ray tube (CRT) adopting an electron gun, the performance of a general liquid crystal
display (LCD) or liquid-crystal-on-silicon (LCoS) display, which uses liquid crystal, may abruptly change according to
the physical characteristics of the crystal used or a method of driving the liquid crystal. Here, the performance is related
to the factor with which is transmitted to or reflected from a liquid crystal display panel according to liquid crystal driving
voltage. As a result, a general LCD is not capable of appropriately displaying an image having more than a predeter-
mined number of gradations, e.g., 8-bit (28) gradations, on each of R, G, and B channels (here R, G, and B denote
'red’, 'green' and 'blue, respectively). Even if the 8-bit gradations are all displayed, an irregular difference in the lumi-
nance levels of the gradations cannot be removed. Therefore, in a general LCD, when the number of gradations is
insufficient or a difference between luminance levels among gradations of the image is irregular, rough gradation bor-
ders are prone to occur at an image of a face at which gradations change gradually.

[0003] Hereinafter, conventional methods of improving the gradation of an image will be described.

[0004] First, when the number of gradations displayed is insufficient, the number of insufficient gradations is increased
spatially or using time division. In particular, a half-toning method is commonly used to increase the number of gradation
spatially. The half-toning method is subdivided into a dithering method of displaying medium gradations using pixels
of predetermined area, e.g., 3 x 3, and an error diffusion method of comparing an input value of each pixel with values
capable of being output and then diffusing a difference between an input value and the output value, i.e., an error value,
to neighboring pixels. Here, one of dithering methods is disclosed in US Patent No. 3,937,878 entitled "Animated
Dithered Display Systems". In the disclosed dithering method, gradations are displayed with an area mask, and thus,
regions of an image having high frequency components are difficult to be displayed, i.e. the resolution of an image
may deteriorate. One of error diffusion methods is disclosed in US Patent No. 5,162,925 entitled "Color Image Processor
Capable of Performing Masking Using a Reduced Number of Bits". The disclosed error diffusion method overcomes
deterioration of the resolution of an image caused by the dithering method, but additionally requires a frame memory
of predetermined size to calculate diffused errors, thereby making the structure of a system complex and voluminous.
Further, the disclosed error diffusion method generates peculiar patterns at the edge of an image or a color-flattened
region.

[0005] A method of controlling frame-rate is a typical method of increasing the number of insufficient gradations using
time division. In this method, a unit image frame is divided into sub-frames having different periods of emitting light, e.
g., eight sub-frames, on a time axis, and then, these sub-frames are combined to display the gradations of an image.
This method is capable of preventing the generation of peculiar patterns when increasing the number of gradation
spatially, but may deteriorate the luminance efficiency and cause false contour problems.

[0006] Meanwhile, there is another conventional method of improving the gradation of an image, disclosed in US
PatentNo. 4,921,334 entitled "Matrix Liquid Crystal Display with Extended Gray Scale". The disclosed method produces
new medium gradations by switching neighboring liquid crystal driving voltages. However, this method is disadvanta-
geous in that the number of gradations cannot be increased more than two times.

[0007] There is also a conventional spatial-temporal dithering method of improving the gradation of an image, dis-
closed in Three-Five systems (SID 2000 Seminar lecture notes, volume 1, M-13). This method combines a spatial
dithering method using a 2 x 2 pixel mask, and a temporal dithering method using two different voltage levels adjacent
to two sub-fields, and produces three additional gradations. This method is advantageous in that a lot of new gradations
can be produced, but the resolution of an output image may deteriorate due to the use of a spatial dithering method.
Also, this method generates the aforementioned peculiar patterns at the edge of an image or color-flattened region,
and further requires additional circuits to perform this method.

[0008] In the event that a difference between the luminance levels of gradations is irregular, it is difficult to make the
irregular difference regular by the above-mentioned conventional methods of improving the gradation of an image. As
a result, the number of the gradations may decrease more and more.

[0009] According to the invention there is provided a method of improving gradations of an image carried out by a
liquid crystal display including a liquid crystal driving unit for generating a liquid crystal driving signal in response to
voltage, which is selected in accordance with the size of an image signal from liquid crystal driving voltages each
classified by first and second fields which constitutes a unit frame, and a liquid crystal display panel for being driven
in response to the liquid crystal driving signal and displaying the image. The method includes (a) measuring luminance
levels of an image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel while changing the liquid crystal driving voltage per
frame; (b) determining at least one luminance level section whose gradations needs to be improved from the measured
luminance levels; (c) producing new liquid crystal driving voltages to be increased or decreased centering around the



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1315 141 A2

liquid crystal driving voltage related to lowest luminance level per the first and second fields in each determined lumi-
nance level section; (d) obtaining new luminance levels using the produced new liquid crystal driving voltages; (e)
selecting at least one available first luminance level from the new luminance levels; and (f) checking whether the
gradations of the image are improved using the first luminance level, and/or returning back to step (e) if the gradations
are not improved.

[0010] The present invention thus provides a method which aims to improve the gradation of an image, by which the
number of gradations is increased using liquid crystal driving voltages that are produced to have different levels per
field, and furthermore, a difference between luminance levels of gradations is made regular.

[0011] In another aspect there is provided a liquid crystal display for performing such a method of improving grada-
tions of an image, the liquid crystal display including a first storage unit for reading out voltage corresponding to the
size of the image signal from the liquid crystal driving voltages stored with respect to the first field, in response to a
first control signal; a second storage unit for reading out voltage corresponding to the size of the image signal from the
liquid crystal driving voltages stored with respect to the second field, in response to a second control signal; a liquid
crystal driving unit for generating a liquid crystal driving signal in response to the liquid crystal driving voltage read out
by the first or second storage unit; a liquid crystal driving voltage generator for measuring the luminance levels of the
image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel, and for generating the new liquid crystal driving voltages classified
by the first and second fields in each luminance level section extracted from the measured luminance levels; and a
controller for alternately generating one of the first and second control signals in the unit of field, selecting at least
available first luminance level from the new luminance levels, checking whether gradations of the image is improved
based on the selected first luminance level, and again selecting the first luminance level in response to the checked
result, wherein the first and second storage units updates the stored liquid crystal driving voltage with the new liquid
crystal driving voltage generated by the liquid crystal driving voltage generator.

[0012] The features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent by describing in detail
preferred embodiments thereof with reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a flow chart for explaining a method of improving the gradation of an image according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an image display apparatus, according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, for performing the method of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a waveform diagram illustrating a liquid crystal driving signal;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between a liquid crystal driving voltage and luminance level;

FIG. 5 is a graph exemplarily illustrating the relationship between the number of gradations and new luminance
levels in ascending order; and

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating the relationship between AC components of liquid crystal driving voltage and normal-
ized luminance levels for explaining a method of improving the gradation of an image according to the present
invention.

[0013] A method of improving the gradation of an image, and the structure and operation of an image display appa-
ratus capable of performing the method, according to the present invention, will now be described with reference to
the accompanying drawings.

[0014] FIG. 1is a flow chart for explaining a method of improving the gradation of an image according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention. In the method, luminance levels of an image are measured and extracted (steps
10 and 12). Next, new liquid crystal driving voltages are divided into fields (steps 14 and 16). Then, available first
luminance levels are selected among the new luminance levels of an image generated by new liquid crystal driving
voltages until the gradations of the image are improved (steps 18 through 22).

[0015] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an image display apparatus, according to the present invention, which carries
out the method of FIG. 1. The image display apparatus includes first and second storage units 40 and 42, a liquid
crystal driving unit 44, a liquid crystal display panel 46, a liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48, a luminance level
calculator 50, and a controller 52.

[0016] In a method for improving the gradation of an image according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, in step 10, luminance levels of the image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46 are measured while
changing per frame the liquid crystal driving voltages which are divided into first and second fields that constitute unit
frames of the image, and then, a measurement table that shows the relationship between measured luminance levels
and the liquid crystal driving voltages, is produced.

[0017] According to this embodiment, the first and second storage units 40 and 42, the liquid crystal driving unit 44,
the liquid crystal display panel 46, the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 and the controller 52 may perform
step 10. Here, the first and second storage units 40 and 42 store in advance the liquid crystal driving voltages that
change per frame and have the same level in the two fields of each frame. The liquid crystal driving voltages stored
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in the first and second storage units 40 and 42 are alternately read out per field in response to first and second control
signals C1 and C2 generated by the controller 52. For the read operation of the first and second storage units 40 and
42, it is possible to realize the first and second storage units 40 and 42 as look-up tables or the like. For instance, the
first storage unit 40 selectively reads voltage, which corresponds to the size of an image signal input through an input
terminal IN1, from liquid crystal driving voltages stored in the first field in response to the first control signal C1 input
from the controller 52. Also, the second storage unit 42 selectively reads voltage, which corresponds to the size of an
image input through the input terminal IN1, from liquid crystal driving voltages stored in the second field in response
to the second control signal C2 input from the controller 52. Here, the controller 52 alternately generates one of the
first and second control signals C1 and C2 in the unit of a field, and outputs the same to the first and second storage
units 40 and 42.

[0018] FIG. 3 is a waveform diagram illustrating a liquid crystal driving signal. Here, the x- axis and y-axis denote
time and the amplitude of the liquid crystal driving signal, respectively.

[0019] The liquid crystal driving unit 44 of FIG. 2 generates a liquid crystal driving signal illustrated in FIG. 3 in
response to liquid crystal driving voltage read out selectively by the first or second storage unit 40 or 42, and further
outputs the generated liquid crystal driving signal to the liquid crystal display panel 46. Here, when the liquid crystal is
driven by alternate current (AC), a unit frame 70 of the liquid crystal driving signal of FIG. 3 is made of first and second
fields that are symmetrical with each other with regard to a center voltage Vcom. In other words, as shown in FIG. 3,
the liquid crystal driving signal is made of a liquid crystal driving signal for the first field, i.e., Vsig-1, and a liquid crystal
driving signal for the second field, i.e., Vsig-2.

[0020] For instance, assuming that the first and second storage units 40 and 42 are look-up tables LUT-1 and LUT-
2, the number or index of different sizes an image signal input through the input port IN1 can have is 28, i.e., 256, and
the center voltage is 407, liquid crystal driving voltage values of three RGB channels, which are stored in the first and
second storage units 40 and 42, are selectively output to the liquid crystal driving unit 44 to correspond to the size of
an image signal input through the input terminal IN1, as in the following Table 1:

[Table 1]

Index LUT-1 LUT-2

R G B R G B
0 753 | 753 | 753 | 61 61 61
1 752 | 752 | 752 | 62 62 62
751 | 751 | 751 63 63 63
750 | 750 | 750 | 64 64 64
749 | 749 | 749 | 65 65 65

Al WD

253 | 499 | 499 | 499 | 315 | 315 | 315
254 | 498 | 498 | 498 | 316 | 316 | 316
255 | 497 | 497 | 497 | 317 | 317 | 317

[0021] At this time, the liquid crystal display panel 46 displays an image via an output terminal OUT with being driven
in response to a liquid crystal driving signal input from the liquid crystal driving unit 44. The liquid crystal driving voltage
generator 48 measures the luminance levels of images displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46. For example,
the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 may be a colorimeter or spectroradiometer.

[0022] After performing step 10, a difference between luminance levels of adjacent gradations from the measured
luminance levels is used to extract available second luminance levels (step 12). Luminance levels (y_a and y_b) of
adjacent gradations satisfying the following equation are determined as the second luminance levels:

ly_a-y_b|
V a >y delta (1)

wherein y_delta corresponds to T/A, where A denotes the number of different luminance levels of the pixel of an
image, which is displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46 and can have, e.g., 2", and T denotes an allowable
tolerance factor that is within a range of 0 - 2", and is smaller than 1, and is ideally, 1. The more irregular is a difference
between luminance levels of gradations, the more T closely approximates 0, thereby reducing the number of the gra-
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dations.

[0023] To perform step 12, the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 extracts available second luminance levels
using a difference between luminance levels of adjacent gradations from the measured luminance levels.

[0024] After step 12, at least one luminance level section whose gradations needs to be improved is selected out of
the extracted second luminance levels using equation 1 (step 14).

[0025] FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating the relationship between liquid crystal driving voltage and a luminance level.
Here, the x-axis of the graph indicates a difference value between the liquid crystal driving voltage and the reference
voltage Vcom, i.e., AC components of the liquid crystal driving voltage, and the y-axis indicates the luminance level of
an image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46.

[0026] Referring to FIG. 4, in the even that a change y1- y0 in the luminance levels of images displayed on the liquid
crystal display panel 46 to a change v1 - v0 in the liquid crystal driving voltages is very larger, that is, the slope is steep,
a luminance level section having the steep slope is determined to be a section whose gradation requires to be improved
[0027] According to this embodiment, step 14 may be performed in the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48.
Thatis, the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 determines a luminance level section among the extracted second
luminance levels.

[0028] Meanwhile, step 12 can be omitted in a method for improving gradation of an image according to another
embodiment of the present invention. In this case, at least one luminance level section is determined out of the meas-
ured luminance levels after step 10 (step 14).

[0029] If the number of gradations expressed is insufficient and thus needs to be increased, step 12 may not be
included in the method illustrated in FIG. 1 for improving gradations of an image. However, step 12 must be performed
in the method illustrated in FIG. 1 for improving gradations of image if a difference between the luminance levels of
gradation must be regular when a difference between the luminance levels of gradations is irregular, and T approximates
0.

[0030] Inthe method according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, when determining the luminance
level selection the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 determines the number of gradations in each luminance
level section determined (step 14). If step 12 is included in this method, i.e., there is a need to overcome an irregular
difference between luminance levels, a measurement table is compared with a reference table, and measures the
number of gradations using the compared result. Here, the reference table is a table where liquid crystal driving voltages
and reference luminance levels are written, and is prepared before comparing it with the measurement table.

[0031] After step 14, in each luminance level section determined, new liquid crystal driving voltages are produced
to be increased or decreased every the first and second fields centering around the liquid crystal voltage related to the
lowest luminance level (step 16). The new liquid crystal driving voltages are obtained with satisfying the following
equation according to the present invention:

|vx - vy| < V_threshold (2)

wherein vy denotes AC components of the new liquid crystal driving voltage with regard to the first field, i.e., a
difference between the new liquid crystal driving voltage and a reference voltage Vcom, which is a DC component. vx
denotes AC components of the new liquid crystal driving voltage with regard to the second field, and V_threshold
denotes a voltage critical value allowed in the liquid crystal display panel 46.

[0032] According to the present invention, it is possible to produce a new liquid crystal driving voltage in a limited
range, using a measurement table showing the relationship between luminance levels measured and liquid crystal
driving voltages, and the condition shown in the following equation (step 16):

y0 < new_y < y1 (3)

wherein y0 and y1 denote the highest and lowest luminance levels, respectively in each luminance level section,
and new_y denotes a new luminance level.
[0033] Step 16 may be performed by the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48. In other words, the liquid crystal
driving voltage generator 48 produces new liquid crystal driving voltages to be increased or decreased centering around
the liquid crystal driving voltage related to the lowest luminance level per first and second fields in each luminance
level section determined, satisfying the condition of the equation 2. Otherwise, the liquid crystal driving voltage gen-
erator 48 produces new liquid crystal driving voltages in a limited range in accordance with the measurement table,
satisfying the condition of the equation 3.
[0034] After step 16, new luminance levels are obtained using the produced new liquid crystal driving voltages (step
18). For performing step 18, according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the new luminance levels
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new_y are obtained by the following equation, using the new liquid crystal driving voltages:
new_y = yy*tf_1+ yx*tf _2 4)

wherein yy = G(vy) and yx = G(vx). Here, G() is a function showing the characteristics of a luminance level yy
or yx with regard to a new liquid crystal driving voltage, and may be expressed by the following equation 5 or measured
experimentally, and tf_1 and tf_2 denote the first and second field periodic rates, respectively. The first and second
field periodic rates indicate values obtained by dividing the periods 72 and 74 of the first and second fields illustrated
in FIG. 3 by the frame period 70.

G(wy)=wy'" (5)

wherein yis 2.2 - 2.6 in the case of a cathode-ray tube (CRT), but its value varies according to the kind of liquid
crystal used in the case of a liquid crystal display (LCD).
[0035] From the following Table 2, it is noted that the luminance level of an image displayed on the liquid crystal
display panel 46 in a unit frame at which time a person recognizes the luminance of the image displayed on the liquid
crystal panel 46 is yy/2 + yx/2, assuming that liquid crystal driving voltage for an arbitrary pixel is expressed with two
different AC components vx and vy on the basis of center voltage Vcom in two fields which constitute a frame, i.e., first
and second fields; the first and second period rates are 1/2; the luminance levels of the first and second fields are
expressed with yy and yx, respectively.

[Table 2]
Liquid crystal driving voltage | luminance level | periodic rate
first field Vcom + vy vy 1/2
second field Vcom - vx yX 1/2

[0036] Therefore, it is concluded that a new luminance level new_y is obtained by driving the liquid crystal display
panel 46 with different liquid crystal driving voltages in two consecutive fields.

[0037] Animage display apparatus according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention may further include
the luminance level calculator 50 of FIG. 2 for performing step 18. The luminance level calculator 50 generates new
luminance levels from new liquid crystal driving voltages input from the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48, using
the equation 4, and outputs the generated new luminance levels.

[0038] In step 18 according to another embodiment of the present invention, the luminance level of an image dis-
played on the liquid crystal display panel 46, which is driven by a liquid crystal driving signal generated by the liquid
crystal driving unit 44 in response to the new liquid crystal driving voltages, can be determined to be a new luminance
level. That is, it is possible to obtain a new luminance level without the luminance level calculator 50 shown in FIG. 2.
In detail, in an image display apparatus according to the present invention, the first and second storage units 40 and
42 updates liquid crystal driving voltage stored therein with the new liquid crystal driving voltages produced in step 16.
Then, the liquid crystal driving unit 44 outputs a liquid crystal driving signal to the liquid crystal display panel 46 in
response to the updated new liquid crystal driving voltage. At this time, the liquid crystal display panel 46 displays an
image in response to the liquid crystal driving signal, and then, the liquid crystal driving voltage generator 48 measures
the luminance level of the image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46 as a new luminance level.

[0039] In detail, for easily understanding steps 16 and 18, assuming that a luminance level section is determined in
step 14 to be y0 - y1, as shown in FIG. 4, a new liquid crystal driving voltage vy is produced to be increased centering
around a liquid crystal driving voltage vO related to the lowest luminance level y0 in a first field of the luminance level
section y0 - y1, and a new liquid crystal driving voltage vx is produced to be decreased centering around the liquid
crystal driving voltage v0 in the second field of the luminance level section y0 - y1 as shown in Table 3 (step 16).

[Table 3]
number vy VX new luminance level
lower base | v0 v0 y0
1 v1 vm1 new_y1
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[Table 3] (continued)

number vy VX new luminance level
2 v1 v0 new_y2
3 v2 vm2 new_y3
4 v2 vm1 new_y4
5 v3 vm3 new_y5
6 v3 vm2 new_y6
7 v4 vm4 new_y7
8 v4 vm3 new_y8
9 v5 vm5 new_y9
10 v5 vmé4 new_y10
1 v6 vm6 new_y11
12 v6 vm5 new_y12
13 v6 vm4 new_y13
14 v7 vm7 new_y14
15 v7 vm6 new_y15
16 v8 vn9 new_y16
17 v8 vm8 new_y17
18 v8 vm7 new_y18
19 v9 vm10 new_y19
20 v9 vm9 new_y20
21 v10 | vm10 new_y21
N vP vmP new_yN
upper base | Vv1 vi y1

[0040] Here, v1 denotes a liquid crystal driving voltage related to the highest luminance level y1, and N denotes the
number of gradations in each luminance level section.

[0041] Meanwhile, new liquid crystal driving voltages vy and vx can be produced as shown in the Table 4 when N is
4, and as shown in the Table 5 when N is 2.

[Table 4]
N lower base 1 2 3 4
vy v0 vm1 vO | vm2 | vm1
VX v0 vi vi v2 v2
[Table 5]
N | lower base 1 2
vy v0 vm1 v0
VX v0 v1 v1

[0042] As described above, after step 16, the new luminance level new_yi is obtained using the new liquid crystal
driving voltages vy and vx as shown in Table 3, wherein i denotes an index of gradation (step 18).
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[0043] FIG. 5is a graph exemplarily illustrating the relationship between the number of gradations and a new lumi-
nance level, aligned in ascending order. Here, the x-axis and y-axis of the graph denote the number of gradations and
the new luminance level, respectively.

[0044] For instance, the new liquid crystal driving voltages vy and vx, and a new luminance level new_y illustrated
in Table 3 can be as shown in the following table 6 and FIG. 5, assuming that the new luminance level is obtained by
the luminance level calculator 50, y of G( ) is 3.2, the number N of gradations is 21, the number of different sizes an
image signal can have is 28, v0 = 149, v1 = 150, y0 = 45.688, and y1 = 46.677.

[Table 6]

number vy VX | new_y
lower base | 149 | 149 | 45.69
1 150 | 148 | 45.70

2 150 | 149 | 46.18

3 151 | 147 | 45.72

4 162 | 148 | 46.20

5 153 | 146 | 45.75

6 153 | 147 | 46.23

7 154 | 145 | 45.80

8 154 | 146 | 46.27

9 155 | 144 | 45.87

10 165 | 145 | 46.33

1 156 | 143 | 45.95
12 156 | 144 | 46.40
13 156 | 145 | 45.80
14 157 | 142 | 46.04
15 157 | 143 | 46.49
16 158 | 140 | 45.72
17 158 | 141 | 46.15
18 158 | 142 | 46.59
19 159 | 139 | 45.85
20 159 | 140 | 46.28
21 160 | 139 | 46.41
upper base | 160 | 150 | 46.68

[0045] After step 18, at least first available luminance level is selected from the new luminance levels (step 20). For
performing step 20 according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention, a new luminance level new_y; of an
ith gradation satisfying the aforementioned equation 3 and the following equation 6 may be determined to be a first
luminance level:

M
lnew_y, - D new_y]

kel > y_delta,(i # k) .... (6)
new_y,

wherein M denotes the number of first luminance levels, in advance determined to be available.
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[0046] For performing step 20 according to another embodiment of the present invention, a new luminance level
new_y; or y of an ith gradation that satisfies the following equation 7 as well as the aforementioned equations 3 and 6
may be determined as a first luminance level:

lyy - yx| < B(y,f) (7)

wherein f denotes the frequency of a frame, and B(, ) denotes a function dependent on y and f. When the first
luminance level does not satisfy the condition of the equation 7, flicker may occur. At this time, B(, ) indicates the
threshold value of a difference between luminance levels of two fields a user can perceive at a predetermined position
on the liquid crystal display panel 46, and may vary according to the physical characteristics of liquid crystal. According
to the present invention, with the frequency f fixed, B(, ) can be illustrated in the form of a table while changing the
new luminance level, or one value corresponding to B(, ) can be measured experimentally.
[0047] After step 20, it is checked whether the gradations of an image is improved by at least one luminance level
(step 22). If it is determined that the gradations of the image is not improved, the procedure returns back to step 20.
In other words, when step 12 is included in a method of improving the gradations of an image according to the present
invention, it is determined that the gradations of the image is improved if the number of the gradations is increased by
at least one first luminance level, and a difference between luminance levels of the gradations is regular. However, if
the difference between the luminance levels is still irregular, the gradations of the image are considered as not being
improved.
[0048] When the gradations of the image is determined to not be improved, y_delta is reduced, and at least one first
luminance level is again selected from the new luminance levels using the reduced y_delta, in step 20.
[0049] When step 12 is included in another embodiment of the present invention, i.e., there is a need to solve for
the irregularity of the luminance levels although the number of the gradations is not insufficient, the number N of the
gradations can be determined in step 20, rather than in step 14. In this case, the greater the number of the gradations
is set, the smaller the value of T or y_delta is set, and the smaller the number of the gradations is, the greater the value
of T is set.
[0050] For steps 20 and 22, the controller 52 of FIG. 2 may be included in an image display apparatus according to
the present invention. Here, the controller 52 selects at least one first luminance level from the new luminance levels
which are generated by the luminance level calculator 50, as shown in FIG. 2, or generated by the liquid crystal driving
voltage generator 48 unlike shown in FIG. 2, as described above. Then, the controller 52 checks whether the gradations
of the image are improved using the selected first luminance level, and/or again selects the first luminance level in
response to the checked result.
[0051] Hereinafter, in the event that a difference between the luminance levels of adjacent gradations is irregular
although the number of gradations is not scant and the number of different sizes an image signal can have is 8 bits, i.
e., 256 values, a method for improving the gradations of an image, according to the present invention, will be described.
[0052] Referring to FIG. 6, the y-axis and x-axis of a graph denote normalized luminance levels, and AC components
of liquid crystal driving voltage, respectively.
[0053] First, the size of luminance levels is measured while changing the size of liquid crystal driving voltage from
0 to 255 per frame (step 10). At this time, the relationship G1 between the measured luminance level and AC compo-
nents of liquid crystal driving voltage is as illustrated in FIG. 6. After step 10, only second luminance levels, which
satisfy the aforementioned equation 1, are extracted from normalized luminance levels 0 - 1 (step 12). After step 12,
a luminance level section that satisfies the equation 1 and in which the slope which is a change in the luminance levels
of images displayed on the liquid crystal display panel 46 toward a change in liquid crystal driving voltage is steep, is
determined (step 14). For instance, the range of the liquid crystal driving voltage, which corresponds to the luminance
level section determined in step 14, may be from 180 to 255. After step 14, new liquid crystal driving voltage is produced
per field as illustrated in table 4 (step 16). After step 16, a new luminance level of an image is measured directly from
the liquid crystal display panel 46 or obtained using equation 4 (step 18). After step 18, a first luminance level satisfying
equations 3 and 6, or equations 3, 6 and 7 is selected (step 20). At this time, the selected first luminance levels are
inserted to a section in which a difference between luminance levels of gradations is irregular, and then, it is checked
if gradations of the image are improved (step 22). If the gradations are not improved, the value of y_delta shown in
equation 6 is reduced, and then, first luminance level is again selected (step 20). If it is determined that the gradations
are improved, it is possible to find out the relationship G2 between the new luminance level, and the liquid crystal
driving voltages except for a center voltage Vcom, as shown in FIG. 6.
[0054] An analysis of the characteristics of gradations of an image illustrated in graphs G1 and G2 of FIG. 6 using
the condition of equation 6 reveals the number N of the gradations with regard to T as shown in Table 7, assuming that
A'is 255.
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[Table 7]
G1 G2

05| 03| 02]01]|05]|03]|02] 01

186 | 187 | 190 | 192 | 247 | 254 | 254 | 255

[0055] Theimage display apparatus of FIG. 2 is just an example of apparatuses for performing a method of improving
gradations of an image, according to the present invention, illustrated in FIG. 1. Therefore, the method of FIG. 1 is not
limited by the structure and operations of the image display apparatus of FIG. 2.

[0056] While the present invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to a preferred embod-
iment thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims.

[0057] As described above, using a method of improving gradations of an image and an image display apparatus
therefor according to the present invention, it is possible to increase the number of gradations of an image, preventing
the aforementioned problems caused by the prior art. Also, irregular difference between luminance levels of gradations
can be amended to be regular. Further, this method and apparatus can be applied in amending the tone of an image
in order to express substantially the gradations, thereby obtaining good quality of an image.

Claims

1. A method of improving gradations of an image carried out by a liquid crystal display including a liquid crystal driving
unit for generating a liquid crystal driving signal in response to voltage, which is selected in accordance with the
size of an image signal from liquid crystal driving voltages each classified by first and second fields which constitutes
a unit frame, and a liquid crystal display panel for being driven in response to the liquid crystal driving signal and
displaying the image, the method comprising steps of:

(a) measuring luminance levels of an image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel while changing the
liquid crystal driving voltage per frame;

(b) determining at least one luminance level section whose gradations needs to be improved from the meas-
ured luminance levels;

(c) producing new liquid crystal driving voltages to be increased or decreased centering around the liquid
crystal driving voltage related to lowest luminance level per the first and second fields in each determined
luminance level section;

(d) obtaining new luminance levels using the produced new liquid crystal driving voltages;

(e) selecting at least one available first luminance level from the new luminance levels; and

(f) checking whether the gradations of the image are improved using the first luminance level, and/or returning
back to step (e) if the gradations are not improved.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising step of (g) extracting second available luminance levels using a difference
between luminance levels of adjacent gradations from the measured luminance levels after step (a), and then
performing step (b),

wherein in step (b), the luminance level section is selected from the second luminance levels after step (g).

3. The method of claim 2, wherein step (g) comprises determining the luminance levels y_a and y_b of the adjacent
gradations, which satisfy the following formula, as the second luminance levels:

ly-a-y_bl, y_delta,
y_a

wherein y_delta denotes T/A, A denotes the number of different luminance levels pixel of the image displayed
can have, and T denotes an allowable tolerance factor that is smaller than 1.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein in step (b), the number of gradations of each luminance level section determined
is determined.

10
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The method of claim 4, wherein in step (b) a reference table and a measurement table are compared with each
other, and the number of the gradations is determined using the comparison result, and

the measurement table is a table to which the luminance levels measured, and the liquid crystal driving
voltages changed per frame in step (a) are written, and the reference table is a table to which the liquid crystal
driving voltages and reference luminance levels were written in advance.

The method of any of claims 2 to 5, wherein in step (e) the number of the gradations in each luminance level
determined is determined.

The method of any of claims 2 to 6, wherein the new liquid crystal driving voltages produced in step (c) satisfies
the formula:

|vx - vyl< V_threshold ,

wherein vx and vy denote AC components of the new liquid crystal driving voltages for the first and second
fields, and V_threshold denotes a voltage critical value that the liquid crystal display panel permits.

The method of claim 7, wherein in step (c) the new liquid crystal driving voltage is produced in a limited range
using the relationship between the luminance levels measured in step (a) and the liquid crystal driving voltages,
and the formula:

y0 < new_y < y1,

wherein y0 and y1 denote the lowest and highest luminance levels in each luminance level section, and
new_y denotes the new luminance level.

The method of any preceding claim, wherein in step (d) the new luminance levels new_y are obtained using the
new liquid crystal driving voltages as follows:

new_y = yy*tf_1+ yx*tf_2,

wherein yy = G(vy), yx = G(vx), vy and vx denote AC components of the new liquid crystal driving voltages
for the first and second fields, G( ) denotes a gamma function varying according to the type of liquid crystal used
in the image display apparatus, and tf_1 and tf_2 denote periodic rates of the first and second fields.

The method of claim 1, wherein in step (d) the luminance level of the image displayed on the liquid crystal display
panel driven by the liquid crystal driving signal generated in response to the new liquid crystal driving voltages, is
determined as the new luminance level.

The method of any preceding claim, wherein in step (e) the new luminance level new_y; of an ith gradation, which
satisfies the following formula, is determined as the first luminance level:

M
lnew_y,~ ) new_y,|

k=1
new_y,

y0< new_y, <yl and > y_delta,(i+ k),

wherein y0 and y1 denote the lowest and highest luminance levels in each luminance level section, respec-
tively, M denotes the number of the first luminance levels which is determined in advance, y_delta denotes T/A,
A denotes the number of different luminance levels the pixel of the image displayed can have, and T denotes an
allowable tolerance factor that is smaller than 1.

The method of claim 11, wherein in step (e) if it is determined that the gradations of the image are not improved,
y_deltais reduced, and the first luminance level is again selected from the new luminance levels, using the reduced
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y_delta.

The method of claim 11, wherein in step (e) the new luminance level y, which further satisfies the following formula,
is determined as the first luminance level:

lyy - yx|< B(y.f),

wherein yy =G(yy), yx = G(vx), vy and vx denote AC components of the new liquid crystal driving voltages
for the first and second fields, G( ) denotes a gamma function changing according to the type of liquid crystal used
in the image display apparatus, f denotes the frequency of the frame, and B(, ) denotes a function depending on
y and f.

A liquid crystal display for performing the method of improving gradations of an image as claimed in claim 1, the
liquid crystal display comprising:

a first storage unit for reading out voltage corresponding to the size of the image signal from the liquid crystal
driving voltages stored with respect to the first field, in response to a first control signal;

a second storage unit for reading out voltage corresponding to the size of the image signal from the liquid
crystal driving voltages stored with respect to the second field, in response to a second control signal;

a liquid crystal driving unit for generating a liquid crystal driving signal in response to the liquid crystal driving
voltage read out by the first or second storage unit;

a liquid crystal driving voltage generator for measuring the luminance levels of the image displayed on the
liquid crystal display panel, and for generating the new liquid crystal driving voltages classified by the first and
second fields in each luminance level section extracted from the measured luminance levels; and

a controller for alternately generating one of the first and second control signals in the unit of field, selecting
at least available first luminance level from the new luminance levels, checking whether gradations of the
image is improved based on the selected first luminance level, and again selecting the first luminance level
in response to the checked result,

wherein the first and second storage units updates the stored liquid crystal driving voltage with the new liquid
crystal driving voltage generated by the liquid crystal driving voltage generator.

The liquid crystal display of claim 14, wherein the liquid crystal driving voltage generator extracts only available
second luminance levels from the measured luminance levels using a difference between the luminance levels of
adjacent gradations, and determines the luminance level section from the second luminance levels.

The liquid crystal display of claim 14 or 15 further comprising a luminance level generator for generating the new
luminance levels from the new liquid crystal driving voltages generated by the liquid crystal driving voltage gener-
ator, and for outputting the generated new luminance levels to the controller.

The liquid crystal display of claim 14, 15 or 16, wherein the liquid crystal driving voltage generator measures the
luminance level of the image displayed on the liquid crystal display panel in response to the new liquid crystal
driving voltage as the new luminance level, and outputs the measured new luminance level of the image to the
controller.

12
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FIG. 5
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