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Liquid crystal display and driving apparatus thereof

ing the output image data supplied from the signal con-
troller into analog data voltages and applying the data
voltages to a pixel, wherein the output image data in-
cludes a highest output image data that gives the highest
luminance to the pixel, and the highest outputimage data
is determined by comparing the current inputimage data
with an input image data of a previous frame ("previous
input image data).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention
[0001] The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display and a driving apparatus thereof.
(b) Description of Related Art

[0002] Generally, a liquid crystal display (LCD) includes a pair of panels including a plurality of pixel electrodes and
a common electrode with a liquid crystal (LC) layer interposed between the panels, the LC layer having dielectric
anisotropy. The pixel electrodes are arranged in a matrix and connected to switching elements such as thin film transistors
(TFTs). The pixel electrodes are supplied with data voltages through the TFTs row by row. The common electrode
extends over an entire surface of one of the panels and is supplied with a common electrode. The pixel electrode and
the common electrode, along with the LC layer disposed therebetween, form LC capacitors from a circuit standpoint,
and a LC capacitor along with a switching element provide elements for the formation of a pixel.

[0003] The LCD generates an electric field in the LC layer by applying voltages to the electrodes, and creates desired
images by controlling the strength of the electric field to varying the transmittance of light incident on the LC layer.
[0004] LCDs are increasingly used for displaying images in motion and the slow response time of the liquid crystal
presents a problem. In particular, with the increase in the size of and the resolution of the display devices, animprovement
of the response time is highly desirable.

[0005] The slow response time of the liquid crystal means that it takes time for a pixel to reach a desired luminance.
The time for obtaining the desired luminance depends on the difference between a target voltage for giving the desired
luminance and a previously charged voltage across the LC capacitor of the pixel. The pixel may not reach the desired
luminance for a given time if the voltage difference is large.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] A liquid crystal display and an apparatus of driving display device including a plurality of pixels arrange in a
matrix according to an embodiment of the present invention includes: a signal controller converting an input image data
("current input image data") inputted at a first frequency into a plurality of output image data to be outputted at a second
frequency; and a data driver converting the output image data supplied from the signal controller into analog data voltages
and applying the data voltages to a pixel, wherein the output image data includes a highest output image data that gives
the highest luminance to the pixel, and the highest output image data is determined by comparing the current input
image data with an input image data of a previous frame ("previous input image data).

[0007] The highest outputimage data may be determined based on a highest provisional image data among provisional
image data corresponding to the highest output image data according to a difference between the previous input image
data and the current input image data.

[0008] The highest output image data may be equal to, higher or lower than the highest provisional image data.
[0009] Gamma curves for the provisional image data may be averaged to a gamma curve for the current input image
data.

[0010] Sum of light amount of the pixel represented by the provisional image data may be equal to light amount of the
pixel represented by the current input image data.

[0011] The output image data may include a first output image data and a second output image data, and the first
output image data may be higher than the second output image data.

[0012] The first output image data may be determined based on a first provisional image data corresponding to the
first output image data according to a difference between the previous input image data and the current input image data.
[0013] The first output image data may be higher than the first provisional image data when the current input image
data is higher than the previous input image data.

[0014] The first output image data may be lower than the first provisional image data when the current input image
data is lower than the previous input image data.

[0015] The first output image data may be equal to the first provisional image data when the current input image data
is equal to the previous input image data.

[0016] The first output image data may be determined based on a transmittance curve in a resultant equilibrium state
obtained by continuously applying data voltages corresponding to the first provisional image data and the second pro-
visional image data to the pixel.

[0017] The signal controller may include: a frame memory storing the previous input image data and the current input
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image data; and an image signal modifier comparing the current input image data from the frame memory with the
previous input image data and converting the current input image data into the first and the second output image data.
[0018] The image signal modifier may include: a lookup table storing the first and the second output image data; and
a multiplexer selecting one of the first and the second output image data from the lookup table in response to a control
signal.

[0019] The image signal modifier may include: a first lookup table storing the first output image data; a second lookup
table storing the second output image data; a multiplexer selecting one of the first and the second output image data
from the first and the second lookup tables in response to a control signal; and a third lookup table storing the first or
the second output image data as function of the previous inputimage data and the current inputimage data and outputting
the first or the second output image data in response to the previous input image data and the current input image data.
[0020] The signal controller may include: a frame memory storing the current input image data and the previous input
image data; and an image signal modifier converting the current input image data into the output image data based on
the currentinputimage data and the previous inputimage data from the frame memory, wherein the image signal modifier
comprises a lookup table storing output image data for a first part of pairs of the previous input image data and the
current input image data, and output image data for a second part of pairs the previous input image data and the current
input image data are obtained by using interpolation.

[0021] The output image data may include a first output image data and a second output image data, and the first
output image data is higher than the second output image data.

[0022] The image signal modifier may include: a lookup table storing modification coefficients for the first and the
second output image data; a multiplexer selecting one of modification coefficients for the first and the second output
image data from the lookup table in response to a control signal; and a calculator performing interpolation according to
one of modification coefficients from the multiplexer, the previous input image data and the current input image data.
[0023] The image signal modifier may include: a first lookup table storing first modification coefficients for the first
output image data; a second lookup table storing second modification coefficients for the second output image data; a
multiplexer selecting one of the first and the second modification coefficients from the first and the second lookup table
in response to a control signal; a third lookup table storing the first or the second modification coefficients as function of
the previous input image data and the current input image data and outputting the first or the second modification
coefficients in response to the previous input image data and the current input image data; and a calculator performing
interpolation according to the first or the second modification coefficients from the third lookup table, the previous input
image data and the current input image data.

[0024] The second frequency may be twice the first frequency.

[0025] The display device may be a liquid crystal display.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026] The present invention will become more apparent in light of the embodiments described below with reference
to the accompanying drawing in which:

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is an equivalent circuit diagram of a pixel of an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a signal controller for an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 4 is a graph illustrating gamma curves before and after image data modification;

Fig. 5 illustrating data voltages corresponding to the image data before modification (a) and after modification (b);
Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a signal controller according to another embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 7 is a block diagram of a signal controller according to yet another embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 8 is a graph illustrating time variation of light transmittance of an LCD using the signal controller shown in Fig. 7;
Fig. 9 is a graph illustrating time variation of light transmittance of an LCD using the signal controller shown in Fig. 3;
Figs. 10 and 11 are block diagrams of exemplary image signal modifier circuits according to embodiments of the
present invention;

Fig. 12 illustrates a method of determining output image data for an LCD including the signal controller shown in
Fig. 7 according to another embodiment of the present invention; and

Figs. 13 and 14 are block diagrams of image signal modifier circuits according to other embodiments of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0027] The present invention is described more fully below with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
preferred embodiments of the invention are shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in many different forms
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and should not be construed as being limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Like numerals refer to like elements
throughout.

[0028] In the drawings, the thickness of layers and regions are exaggerated for clarity. Like numerals refer to like
elements throughout. It will be understood that when an element such as a layer, region or substrate is referred to as
being "on" another element, it can be directly on the other element or intervening elements may also be present. In
contrast, when an element is referred to as being "directly on" another element, there are no intervening elements present.
[0029] A liquid crystal display according to an embodiment of the present invention is described below in detail with
reference to Figs. 1 and 2.

[0030] Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention, and Fig. 2 is an
equivalent circuit diagram of a pixel of an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention.

[0031] Referring to Fig. 1, an LCD according to an embodiment includes a liquid crystal (LC) panel assembly 300, a
gate driver 400 and a data driver 500 that are coupled to the panel assembly 300, a gray voltage generator 800 coupled
to data driver 500, and a signal controller 600 controlling the above elements.

[0032] The panel assembly 300 includes a plurality of signal lines G4-G, and D4-D,,, and a plurality of pixels PX
connected to the signal lines G4-G,, and D4-D,,, and arranged substantially in a matrix. In structural view shown in Fig.
2, the panel assembly 300 includes lower and upper panels 100 and 200, respectively, facing each other with a LC layer
3 interposed between the panels 100 and 200.

[0033] The signal lines include a plurality of gate lines G4-G,, transmitting gate signals (also referred to as "scanning
signals" hereinafter) and a plurality of data lines D|-D,,, transmitting data signals. The gate lines G-G,, extend substantially
in a row direction and are substantially parallel to each other, while the data lines D4-D,, extend substantially in a column
direction and are substantially parallel to each other.

[0034] Referring to Fig. 2, each pixel PX, for example, a pixel PX connected to the i-th gate line G; (i=1, 2, ..., n) and
the j-th data line D; (j=1, 2, ..., m) includes a switching element Q connected to the signal lines G; and D;, and a LC
capacitor C| ¢ and a storage capacitor Cgy that are connected to the switching element Q. Use of storage capacitor Cg
is optional.

[0035] The switching element Q is disposed on the lower panel 100 and it has three terminals, i.e., a control terminal
connected to the gate line G, an input terminal connected to the data line Dj, and an output terminal connected to the
LC capacitor C| ¢ and the storage capacitor Cgr.

[0036] The LC capacitor C, ¢ includes a pixel electrode 190 disposed on the lower panel 100 and a common electrode
270 disposed on the upper panel 200 as two terminals. The LC layer 3 disposed between the two electrodes 190 and
270 functions as the dielectric of the LC capacitor C . The pixel electrode 190 is connected to the switching element
Q, and the common electrode 270 is supplied with a common voltage Vcom and covers an entire surface of the upper
panel 200. Unlike Fig. 2, the common electrode 270 may be provided on the lower panel 100, and at least one of the
electrodes 190 and 270 may have a shape of bar or stripe.

[0037] The storage capacitor Cg is an auxiliary capacitor for the LC capacitor C, . The storage capacitor Cqyincludes
the pixel electrode 190 and a separate signal line, which is provided on the lower panel 100, overlaps the pixel electrode
190 via an insulator, and is supplied with a predetermined voltage such as the common voltage Vcom. Alternatively, the
storage capacitor Cq7 can be implemented using pixel electrode 190 and an adjacent gate line, referred to as a previous
gate line, which overlaps the pixel electrode 190 via an insulator.

[0038] For color display, each pixel uniquely represents one of primary colors (i.e., spatial division) or each pixel
sequentially represents the primary colors in turn (i.e., temporal division) such that spatial or temporal sum of the primary
colors are recognized as a desired color. An example of a set of the primary colors includes red, green, and blue colors.
Fig. 2 shows an example of the spatial division where each pixel includes a color filter 230 representing one of the
primary colors in an area of the upper panel 200 facing the pixel electrode 190. Alternatively, the color filter 230 can be
provided on or under the pixel electrode 190 on the lower panel 100.

[0039] One or more polarizers (not shown) are attached to the panel assembly 300.

[0040] Referring to Fig. 1 again, the gray voltage generator 800 generates two sets of a plurality of (reference) gray
voltages related to the transmittance of the pixels. The (reference) gray voltages in one set have a positive polarity with
respect to the common voltage Vcom, while those in the other set have a negative polarity with respect to the common
voltage Vcom.

[0041] The gate driver 400 is connected to the gate lines G4-G,, of the panel assembly 300 and synthesizes a gate-
on voltage Von and a gate-off voltage Voff to generate the gate signals for application to the gate lines G-G,,.

[0042] The data driver circuit 500 is connected to the data lines D4-D,,, of the panel assembly 300 and applies data
signals, which are selected from the gray voltages supplied from the gray voltage generator 800, to the data lines D1-
D,,. However, when the gray voltage generator 800 generates less than all of the reference gray voltages required for
the gray voltages for all the grays, the data driver circuit 500 divides the reference gray voltages to generate all the gray
voltages and selects the data signals among the gray voltages.

[0043] The signal controller 600 controls the gate driver circuit 400 and the data driver circuit 500.
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[0044] Each of driving devices 400, 500, 600 and 800 may include at least one integrated circuit (IC) chip mounted
on the LC panel assembly 300 or on a flexible printed circuit (FPC) film in a tape carrier package (TCP) type, which are
attached to the panel assembly 300. Alternately, at least one of the driving devices 400, 500, 600 and 800 may be
integrated into the panel assembly 300 along with the signal lines G;-G,, and D4-D,, and the switching elements Q.
Alternatively, all the driving devices 400, 500, 600 and 800 may be integrated into a single IC chip, but at least one of
the driving devices 400, 500, 600 and 800 or at least one circuit element in at least one of the processing units devices
400, 500, 600 and 800 may be disposed out of the single IC chip.

[0045] The signal controller 600 is supplied with inputimage signals R, G and B and input control signals for controlling
the display thereof from an external graphics controller (not shown). The inputimage signals R, G and B contain luminance
information for the pixels PX and the luminance has a predetermined number of, for example, 1024 (=210), 256(=28), or
64(=25) grays. The input control signals include a vertical synchronization signal Vsync, a horizontal synchronization
signal Hsync, a main clock MCLK, and a data enable signal DE.

[0046] On the basis of the input control signals and the input image signals R, G and B, the signal controller 600
generates gate control signals CONT1 and data control signals CONT2 and it processes the image signals R, G and B
suitable for the operation of the panel assembly 300 and the data driver 500. The signal controller 600 sends the scanning
control signals CONT1 to the gate driver 400 and sends the processed image signals DAT and the data control signals
CONT2 to the data driver 500. The output image signals DAT are digital signals having a predetermined number of
values (or grays).

[0047] The gate control signals CONT1 include a scanning start signal STV for instructing to start scanning and at
least one clock signal for controlling the output period of the gate-on voltage Von. The scanning control signals CONT1
may include an output enable signal OE for defining the duration of the gate-on voltage Von.

[0048] The data control signals CONT2 include a horizontal synchronization start signal STH for informing of start of
data transmission for a row of pixels PX, a load signal LOAD for instructing to apply the data signals to the data lines
D,-D,,, and a data clock signal HCLK. The data control signal CONT2 may further include an inversion signal RVS for
reversing the polarity of the voltage of the data signals (relative to the common voltage Vcom).

[0049] Responsive to the data control signals CONT2 from the signal controller 600, the data driver 500 receives a
packet of the digital image signals DAT for the row of pixels PX from the signal controller 600, converts the digital image
signals DAT into analog data signals selected from the gray voltages, and applies the analog data signals to the data
lines D4-D,,,- The number of the gray voltages generated by the gray voltage generator 800 is equal to the number of
the grays represented by the digital output image signals DAT.

[0050] The gate driver circuit 400 applies the gate-on voltage Von to a gate line G4-G,, in response to the scanning
control signals CONT1 from the signal controller 600, thereby turning on the switching transistors Q connected thereto.
The data signals applied to the data lines D4-D,,, are then supplied to the pixels PX through the activated switching
transistors Q.

[0051] The difference between the voltage of a data signal and the common voltage Vcom applied to a pixel PX is
represented as a voltage across the LC capacitor C ¢ of the pixel PX, which is referred to as a pixel voltage. The LC
molecules in the LC capacitor C| ¢ have orientations depending on the magnitude of the pixel voltage, and the molecular
orientations determine the polarization of light passing through the LC layer 3. The polarizer(s) converts the light polar-
ization into the light transmittance such that the pixel PX has a luminance represented by a gray of the data signal.
[0052] By repeating this procedure by a unit of a horizontal period (also referred to as "1H" and equal to one period
of the horizontal synchronization signal Hsync and the data enable signal DE), all gate lines G1-G,, are sequentially
supplied with the gate-on voltage Von, thereby applying the data signals to all pixels PX to display an image for a frame.
[0053] When the next frame starts after one frame finishes, the inversion control signal RVS applied to the data driver
500 is controlled such that the polarity of the data signals is reversed (which is referred to as "frame inversion"). The
inversion control signal RVS may be also controlled such that the polarity of the data signals flowing in a data line are
periodically reversed during one frame (for example, row inversion and dot inversion), or the polarity of the data signals
in one packet are reversed (for example, column inversion and dot inversion).

[0054] Referring to Figs. 3, 4 and 5, a signal controller for an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention
is described below in detail.

[0055] Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a signal controller of an LCD according to an embodiment of the present invention,
Fig. 4 is a graph illustrating gamma curves before and after image data modification, and Fig. 5 illustrates data voltages
corresponding to the image data before modification (a) and after modification (b).

[0056] As shown in Fig. 3, a signal controller 600 according to this embodiment includes a frame memory 610 and an
image signal modifier circuit 620.

[0057] The frame memory 610 stores image data for a frame.

[0058] The image signal modifier circuit 620 receives image data g, stored in the frame memory 610, converts each
image data g, into a plurality of output image data, for example, a first output image data g,4 and a second output image
data g,,, and outputs the output image data. In detail, the image signal modifier 620 reads the image data g,, converts
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the image data g, into the first output image data g,4, and outputs the first output image data g,4, in a sequential manner.
Thereafter, the image signal modifier 620 reads the image data g, again, converts the image data g, into the second
output image data g,,, and outputs the second output image data g,,, in a sequential manner.

[0059] The data driver 500 applies data voltages corresponding to the first output image data g4 for all pixels to the
data lines D4-D,,,, and then, applies data voltages corresponding to the second output image data g,, for all pixels to the
data lines D.Dy,.

[0060] Hereinafter, the periods for outputting the first and the second output image data g,4 and g,, and the periods
for applying data voltages corresponding to the first and the second outputimage data g,4 and g,, are referred to as field.
[0061] Since the image data stored in the frame memory 610 are read twice, the read frequency (or the output
frequency) (fr) of the frame memory 610 is twice the write frequency (or the input frequency) (fw). Therefore, if the input
frame frequency (fw) of the frame memory 610 is equal to 60 Hz, the output field frequency of the image signal modifier
620 and the frequency for applying data voltages are equal to 120Hz.

[0062] Referring to Fig. 4, the gamma curves T1 and T2 for two the output image data g,4 and g,, are averaged to be
equal to the gamma curve Ti for the input image data before modification.

[0063] In other words, the sum of light amount represented by the first and the second output image data g,4 and g,,
for a pixel is considered to be equal to light amount represented by the input image data g, before modification for the
pixel. Here, the amount of light is equal to the multiplication of the luminance of light and the time for maintaining the
light luminance.

[0064] Therefore, when the luminance represented by the input image data g, is denoted by T(g,), the luminance
represented by the first output image data g, is denoted by T(g,4), and the luminance represented by the second output
image data g,, is denoted by T(g,,),

2T{gs) = T(gr1) + T{(Qgez).

[0065] When an input image data g, is converted into two output image data g, and g,,, one of the two output image
data g4 and g,, is lower than or equal to the other. The higher one is outputted first and then the lower one is outputted,
or vice versa. For a normally black mode LCD where higher image data yields larger data voltages (relative to the
common voltage), (b) of Fig. 5 illustrates data voltages when the higher one of two output image data g,4 and g,, is
outputted firstand the lower one is then outputted. Fig. 5(a) shows data voltages for which no modification has been made.
[0066] When the lower one of two output image data g,4 and g,, is made to be equal to or close to zero, the LCD has
an effect of impulsive driving.

[0067] Referring to Fig. 6, a signal controller according to another embodiment of the present invention is described
below in detail.

[0068] Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a signal controller according to another embodiment of the present invention.
[0069] Referring to Fig. 6, a signal controller 600 according to this embodiment includes a first frame memory 630
and an image signal maodifier circuit 640. The image signal modifier circuit 640 includes a signal converter 641 coupled
to the first frame memory 630, a second frame memory 642 coupled to the signal converter 641, and a DCC processor
643 coupled to the signal converter 641 and the second frame memory 642.

[0070] The operation of the first frame memory 630 and the signal converter 641 is substantially the same as the
frame memory 610 and the image signal modifier 620 of the signal controller 600 shown in Fig. 3.

[0071] Thatis, the first frame memory 630 stores image data g, for a frame that are inputted at a first frequency (fw).
The signal converter 641 reads out the image data g, stored the first frame memory 630 at a second frequency fr that
is a half of the first frequency fw, converts each of the image data g, into first and second provisional image data g,4 and
g;2, and outputs the first and second provisional image data g4 and g,,. The principle of the conversion is described
above with reference to Figs. 4 and 5.

[0072] The second frame memory 642 stores the provisional image data g,4 and g,, for two fields from the signal
converter 641.

[0073] The DCC processor 643 receives the image data from the signal converter 641 and the image data from the
second frame memory 642. At this time, since the image data received from the second frame memory 642 is for a
previous frame as compared with the image data received from the signal converter 641, the image data outputted from
the second frame memory 642 are referred to as "previous image data" and denoted as g,_4, and the image data received
from the signal converter 641 are referred to as "current image data."

[0074] The DCC processor 643 compares each of the current image data g, and g,, with the previous image data
911 and g,.q , corresponding thereto, and converts the current image data g.4 and g, into output image data g,4" and
g0 according to the comparison. At this time, the output image data is lower or higher than the current image data
according to the difference between the current image data and the previous image data and such an operation is
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referred to as DCC (dynamic capacitive compensation).

[0075] For example, when the current image data g4 and g,, is higher than the previous image data g4 y and g1 »,
that is, 9rp > Ir1p (p=1, 2), the output image data g4’ and g,,’ is higher than the current image data g, and g,,.
Conversely, when the current image data g,y and g, is lower than the previous image data g_4 4 and g4 », thatis, g, ,
< 9.1 p, the output image data g4’ and g,,' is lower than the current image data g,4 and g,,. Finally, when the current
image data g4 and g,, is equal to the previous image data g.1 1 and g1 5, i.€., ;. , = 9.1 p, the output image data g4’
and g,,’ is equal to the current image data g, and g,,.

[0076] In this way, the output image data g," and g,,’ is made to be higher or lower than the current image data g,
and g, when the current image data g4 and g, is different from the previous image data g4 1 and g,_4 », such that a
pixel quickly reaches a target luminance.

[0077] A signal controller according to another embodiment of the present invention is described below in detail with
reference to Figs. 7, 8 and 9.

[0078] Fig. 7 is a block diagram of a signal controller according to another embodiment of the present invention. Fig.
8 is a graph illustrating time variation of light transmittance of the LCD including the signal controller shown in Fig. 7;
andFig. 9is agraphillustrating time variation of light transmittance of an LCD including the signal controller shown in Fig. 3.
[0079] Referring to Fig. 7, a signal controller 600 according to this embodiment includes the frame memory 650 and
an image signal modifier 660 coupled to the frame memory 650.

[0080] The frame memory 650 stores image data for two frames, which are received at a first frequency fw.

[0081] The image signal modifier 660 reads out the previous input image data g,_; and the current input image data
g, stored in the frame memory 650 at a second frequency fr that is a half of the first frequency. The image signal modifier
660 compares the current input image data g, with the previous input image data g,_4 corresponding thereto and coverts
the current input image data g, into first and second output image data g,4” and g,,’ according to the comparison.
[0082] The first output image data g,4" is equal to, or higher or lower than the first provisional image data g, as
described with reference to Fig. 6 (or the first output image data g, of the image signal modifier 620 as described with
reference to Fig. 3) according to the difference in the magnitude between the current input image data g, the previous
input image data g,.4.

[0083] For example, when the current input image data g, is higher than the previous input image data g, 4, that is, g,
> g,.1, the first output image data g, is higher than the first provisional image data g,. Conversely, when the current
input image data g, is lower than the previous input image data g,_4, that is, g, < g,.4, the first output image data g, is
lower than the first provisional image data g,4. Finally, when the current input image data g4 and g,, is equal to the
previous input image data g, 4 4 and g,.q », thatis, g, = g,.¢, the first output image data g4’ is equal to the first provisional
image data g,4.

[0084] In this way, the first output image data g,4’ is made to be higher or lower than the first provisional image data
gr1 when the current image data g4 and g,, is different from the previous image data g, 4 4 and g,.1 », such that a pixel
quickly reaches to a target luminance.

[0085] However, when determining the second output image data g,,’, the method for obtaining the first output image
data g,¢’, i.e., the DCC is not applied. In particular, the second output image data g,,’ is made to be equal to the second
provisional image data g,, when the second output image data g,,’ is close to or equal to zero.

[0086] The second output image data g,," is determined by experimentation. For example, the second output image
data g,,’ is determined as a value that can make the LCD most quickly reach a transmittance curve in a resultant
equilibrium state, which is obtained by continuously applying data voltages corresponding to the first provisional image
data g, and the second provisional image data g,,. In detail, it is assumed that the input image data is varied from the
(r-1)th frame to the r-th frame and remains thereafter. Then, the second output image data g,,’ is determined as a value
that can most quickly take the transmittance curve to a final equilibrium state, for example, from the (r+1)-th frame.
[0087] The transmittance of the LCD employing the first and the second output image data determined as described
above is illustrated in Fig. 8, and the transmittance of the LCD employing the first and the second output image data
determined as shown in Fig. 3 is illustrated in Fig. 9.

[0088] In Figs. 8 and 9, T;; and T, illustrate an expected transmittance of a pixel when there is no image data
modification. Tt illustrates an expected transmittance of a pixel when the input image data is modified, and Ta illustrates
an actual transmittance of a pixel when the input image data is modified. The transmittances Tt and Ta are different due
to the slow response time of liquid crystal, which requires DCC.

[0089] When the DCC is applied to the first output image data but not to the second output image data, the second
output image data having a value that can quickly cause an equilibrium state, the transmittance curve Ta reaches an
equilibrium state from the (r+1)th frame shown in Fig. 8 .

[0090] Onthecontrary, the transmittance curve Tashownin Fig. 9, where there is no DCC, varies during several frames.
[0091] Aninputimage data may be converted into three or more output image data. For example, when an inputimage
data is converted into three output image data, the output frequency may be three times the input frequency, the DCC
may be applied to only one of the three output image data, which can give the highest luminance, the remaining two of
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the output image data may be obtained by experimentation. As another example, four inputimage data may be converted
into three pairs of output image data and the DCC may be applied only to the highest one.

[0092] Examples of the image signal modifier are described below in detail with reference Figs. 10 and 11.

[0093] Figs. 10 and 11 are block diagrams of exemplary image signal modifiers according to embodiments of the
present invention.

[0094] An image signal modifier 660 shown in Fig. 10 includes a lookup table L1 and a multiplexer 661 coupled to the
lookup table L1 and receiving a field selection signal FS. The field selection signal FS determines a field in various ways,
for example, by using the parity of the field or by using a counter. The field selection signal FS may be generated by the
signal controller 600 or by an external device.

[0095] The lookup table L1 stores first and second output image data g,4’ and g,,’ as function of the previous input
image data g,.q and the current input image data g, , which are obtained as described above with reference to Fig. 7.
The lookup table L1 outputs the first and the second output image data g,4" and g,,’ to the multiplexer 661 in response
to the previous input image data g,.4 and the current input image data g,.

[0096] The multiplexer 661 selects one of the first and the second output image data g,,’ and g,,’ from the lookup
table L1 based on the values of the field selection signal FS.

[0097] Theimage signal modifier 660 shownin Fig. 11 includes firstand second lookup tables L21 and L22, a multiplexer
662 coupled to the first and the second lookup tables L21 and L22. Multiplexer 662 receives a field selection signal FS
and the third lookup table L23 is coupled to the multiplexer 662.

[0098] The first and the second lookup tables L21 and L22 store first and second output image data g,4" and g5’ ,
respectively, which are obtained as described above with reference to Fig. 7.

[0099] The multiplexer 662 selects one of the first and the second output image data g,4’ and g,,’ from the first and
the second lookup tables L1 and L2 and outputs the selected one of the first and the second output image data g,4" and
g,»’ based on the values of the field selection signal FS after a field is finished and before the next field begins.

[0100] The third lookup table L23 stores the selected one of the first and the second output image data g,4" and g,5’
from the multiplexer 662 as function of the previous input image data g,_4 and the current input image data g,, and outputs
the first or the second output image data g,4’ and g,,’ in response to the previous input image data g,_4 and the current
input image data g,.

[0101] At this time, it is preferable for reducing the size of the lookup table that only one lookup table be used for
several primary colors, for example, red, green and blue colors and the DCC conversion is performed simultaneously
for the three colors.

[0102] Examples of determining output image data by the LCD including the signal controller shown in Fig. 7 according
to embodiments of the present invention is described below in detail with reference to Figs. 12, 13 and 14.

[0103] Inthis embodiment, the lookup table stores coefficients related to output image data for some pairs of previous
and current image data and the image signal modifier obtains the output image data using the coefficients.

[0104] Fig. 12 illustrates a method of determining output image data by the LCD including the signal controller shown
in Fig. 7 according to another embodiment of the present invention.

[0105] For descriptive convenience, input image data includes x most significant bits (MSB) and y least significant
bits (LSB).

[0106] For 8-bit image data, since the number of the grays is equal to 256, the number of combinations of previous
input image data g,_4 and current input image data g, is equal to 256X256=65,536. Since the size of a lookup table for
containing output image data g,4’ and g,,’ for all pairs of current and previous image data g, and g,., may be tremendous,
it is preferable, for example, that the output image data g,4" and g,,’ only for some pairs of current and previous image
data g, and g,.4 are stored in the lookup table as reference data and the output image data g,4’ and g,,’ for remaining
pairs of current and previous image data g, and g,.4 are obtained by interpolation based on the reference data. In
particular, it is simple that the output image data g,4" and g,,’ for the pairs of current and previous image data g, and g,
having zero LSB are stored and then the output image data g,4’ and g,,’ for remaining pairs of current and previous
image data g, and g,_4 are obtained on the basis thereof.

[0107] For 8-bitimage data, the bit number of MSB is equal to four or three. When the bit number of the MSB is equal
to four, the number of the stored output image data g,4’ and g,," may be equal to 17X 17. When the bit number of the
MSB is equal to three, the number of the stored output image data g,4’ and g,,” may be equal to 9x9.

[0108] When the bit number of the MSB is equal to four, the previous input image data g,.4 and the current input image
data g, are arranged along a horizontal axis and a vertical axis, respectively, as shown in Fig. 12.

[0109] The combinations of the previous input image data g,_4 and the current input image data g, are grouped into a
plurality of blocks based on the MSB values of the previous input image data g,., and the current input image data g,.
The blocks are represented as square areas enclosed by solid lines as shown in Fig. 12. The dots located at the
boundaries of the blocks represent the combinations of the previous input image data g,_4 and the current input image
data g,, at least one of which has zero LSB value. The previous input image data g,_ of the dots within one block have
the same MSB value and the current input image data g, of the dots located within one block also have the same MSB
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value. In addition, the MSB values of the dots located on the left edge and the upper edge of each block are equal to
those of the dots within the block, while the MSB values of the dots on the right edge and the lower edge are different
from those of dots within the block.

[0110] The output image data for the dots located at the vertexes defining the blocks are first determined and referred
to reference data f. For example, Fig. 12 shows four output data fy, fy4, f1o and f4 for four vertexes defining a block.
The output image data for other dots are then calculated using the reference data and the LSB thereof.

[0111] An exemplary interpolation is described below.

[0112] The MSB and the LSB of the current input image data g, are denoted by g,[x+y-1:y] and g,[y-1:0], respectively,
and MSB and the LSB of the previous input image data g,_4 are denoted by g,_4[x+y-1:y] and g,_4[y-1:y], respectively.
Then, the reference data f can be expressed as f(g,[x+y-1:y], g,_1[x+y-1:y]) = g, (9,[x+y-1:y]1X2Y, g, 1[x+y-1:y] X 2Y). Here,
gy means g4’ or g5".

[0113] The output image data g, for the dots in the blocks shown in Fig. 12 are calculated by interpolation.

g = footpxgealy-1:01/2¥+gxg,[y-1:0]1/2¥+xqgei{y-1:0]xg [y~

1:0]/2%,

where o and B are equal to LSBs of the previous input image data g,_.4 and the current input image data g, divided by a
block length 2Y, respectively, and 0<o<1, 0<p<1.
[0114] Here,

Plgelx+ty-l:yl, gra[xty-1l:y]) = L4 - 0

= f{g lxty=l:v], geilx+y-liy]l +1) -E(g. {x+y-1:y]l, geiixty-

qlgeli=+y-1iv], gealx+y-1:y]} = £10- foo

= fl{g.[x+y-1:yl+1, gealxdy-1:y}} - f(g:0x+ty-1:¥], Qgealxty-

l:yl): and

r{ge[x+y-1:y], gealxty-liyl) = fgot+ L1y~ £51 - Lo
= f{g [x+y-1:vy], e [®ey-l:y]) + (g, [x+y-1:y] +1, gr-1 [x+y-

l:y]+1)

- f{g.[x+y-1:y], Urer [X+y=-1:y] +1) - £(g, [x+y-1:y] +1, Gro: [RHY-
l:yhy., (Eg. 1)

[0115] The coefficients p, q, and r other than the coefficients f may be calculated by operation, but it may make the
processingtime long. Therefore, the coefficients p, q, and r may be stored in the lookup table for saving the processing time.
[0116] In this way, the first output image data g,4’ and the second output image data g,,’ for the input image data g,
may be obtained. It is noted that the above-described interpolation is only an example and there may be several inter-
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polation scheme.

[0117] Figs. 13 and 14 are block diagrams of the image signal modifier according to other embodiments of the present
invention, which modifies the image signals as described above.

[0118] An image signal modifier 660 shown in Fig. 13 includes a lookup table L3, a multiplexer 663 coupled to the
lookup table L3, multiplexer 663 receiving a field selection signal FS; and a calculator 664 coupled to the multiplexer
663 and receiving previous and current input image data g,.4 and g,.

[0119] The lookup table L3 stores reference data f; and coefficients p,, g4 and r, for first output image data g,4’ (which
are referred to as first modification coefficients hereinafter) and reference data f2 and coefficients p,, g, and r, for second
output image data g,,’ (which are referred to as first modification coefficients hereinafter). The first and the second
modification coefficients are stored as function of previous input image data g,_4 and current input image data g,. The
lookup table L3 outputs the first modification coefficients f,, p4, q; and ry and the second modification coefficients f,, p,
d,, and r, to the multiplexer 663 in response to the previous input image data g,_4 and the current input image data g,.
[0120] The multiplexer 663 selects one of the first modification coefficients f;, p4, 4 and ry and the second modification
coefficients f,, p,, g, and r, from the lookup table L3 based on the values of the field selection signal FS.

[0121] The calculator 664 receives the selected one of the first and the second modification coefficients f,, p4, a4, rq,
f, P2, 0o @and r, from the multiplexer 663 and the LSBs of the previous and the current input image data g,_4 and g, and
performs the operation shown in Eq. 1 to generate the first output image data g,4” or the second output image data g,,’.
[0122] The interpolation for generating the output image data g,," and g,,’, the size of the lookup table and the data
processing time may be significantly reduced.

[0123] Theimage signal modifier 620 shown in Fig. 14 includes firstand second lookup tables L41 and L42, a multiplexer
630 coupled to the first and the second lookup tables L41 and L42, multiplexer 630 receiving a field selection signal FS,
a third lookup table L43 coupled to the multiplexer 630 and receiving previous and current input image data g,.q and g,
and a calculator 640 coupled to the third lookup table L43 and receiving previous and current inputimage data g,_4 and g,.
[0124] The first and the second lookup tables L41 and L42 store the first and the second modification coefficients.
[0125] The multiplexer 630 selects one of the first and the second modification coefficients from the first and the
second lookup tables L41 and L42 and outputs the selected one of the first and the second modification coefficients
based on the values of the field selection signal FS after a field is finished and before the next field begins.

[0126] The third lookup table L43 stores the first or the second modification coefficients from the multiplexer 630 as
function of the previous input image data g,_.; and the current input image data g,, and outputs the first or the second
modification coefficients in response to the previous input image data g,_4 and the current input image data g,.

[0127] The calculator 640 receives the selected one of the first and the second modification coefficients f;, p4, a4, r4,
f, P2, 0o @and r, from the multiplexer 630 and the LSBs of the previous and the current input image data g,_4 and g, and
performs the operation shown in Eq. 1 to generate the first output image data g,4” or the second output image data g,,’.
[0128] At this time, it is preferable for reducing the size of the lookup table that only one lookup table be used for
several primary colors, for example, red, green and blue colors and the DCC conversion is performed simultaneously
for the three colors as described with reference to Fig. 11.

[0129] In addition, an input image data may be converted into three or more output image data. For example, when
an input image data is converted into three output image data, the output frequency may be three times the input
frequency, the DCC may be applied to only one of the three output image data, which can give the highest luminance,
the remaining two of the output image data may be obtained by experiments, etc. As for another example, four input
image data may be converted into three pairs of output image data and the DCC may be applied only to the highest one.
[0130] Although preferred embodiments of the present invention have been described in detail hereinabove, it should
be clearly understood that many variations and/or modifications of the basic inventive concepts herein taught which may
appear to those skilled in the present art will still fall within the spirit and scope of the present invention, as defined in
the appended claims.

[0131] Where technical features mentioned in any claim are followed by reference signs, those reference signs have
been included for the sole purpose of increasing the intelligibility of the claims and accordingly such reference signs do
not have any limiting effect on the scope of each element identified by way of example by such reference signs.

Claims

1. Anapparatus for driving a display device including a plurality of pixels arrange in a matrix, the apparatus comprising:
a signal controller adapted to convert current input image data received at a first frequency into a plurality of
output image data provided at an output of the signal controller at a second frequency; and

a data driver coupled to the output of the signal controller, the data driver being adapted to convert the output
image data into analog data voltages and to apply the data voltages to a pixel,
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wherein the output image data includes a highest output image data that gives the highest luminance to the
pixel, and the highest output image data is determined by comparing the current input image data with input
image data of a previous frame.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the highest output image data is determined based on a highest provisional image
data among provisional image data corresponding to the highest outputimage data according to a difference between
the previous input image data and the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the highest output image data is higher or lower than the highest provisional
image data.

The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the highest output image data is equal to the highest provisional image data.

The apparatus of claim 3, wherein gamma curves for the provisional image data are averaged to a gamma curve
for the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 3, wherein sum of light amount of the pixel represented by the provisional image data is
equal to light amount of the pixel represented by the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the output image data comprise a first output image data and a second output
image data, and the first output image data is higher than the second output image data.

The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first output image data is determined based on a first provisional image data
corresponding to the first output image data according to a difference between the previous input image data and
the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first output image data is higher than the first provisional image data when
the current input image data is higher than the previous input image data.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first output image data is lower than the first provisional image data when the
current input image data is lower than the previous input image data.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first output image data is equal to the first provisional image data when the
current input image data is equal to the previous input image data.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the first output image data is determined based on a transmittance curve in a
resultant equilibrium state obtained by continuously applying data voltages corresponding to the first provisional
image data and the second provisional image data to the pixel.

The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the signal controller comprises:

a frame memory adapted to store previous input image data and the current input image data; and

an image signal modifier adapted to compare the current input image data from the frame memory with the
previous input image data and to convert the current input image data into the first and the second output image
data.

The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the image signal modifier comprises:
a lookup table storing the first and the second output image data; and
a multiplexer selecting one of the first and the second output image data from the lookup table in response to
a control signal.
The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the image signal modifier comprises:
a first lookup table adapted to store the first output image data;
a second lookup table adapted to store the second output image data;

a multiplexer coupled to the first and second lookup tables for receiving the first and the second output image
data from the first and the second lookup tables and providing at an output one of the first and second output
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image data in response to a control signal; and

a third lookup table coupled to the output of the multiplexer for storing the first or the second output image data
as function of the previous input image data and the current input image data and outputting the first or the
second output image data in response to the previous input image data and the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the signal controller comprises:

a frame memory storing the current input image data and the previous input image data; and

an image signal modifier converting the current inputimage data into the output image data based on the current
input image data and the previous input image data from the frame memory,

wherein the image signal modifier comprises a lookup table storing output image data for a first part of pairs of
the previous input image data and the current input image data, and output image data for a second part of
pairs the previous input image data and the current input image data are obtained by using interpolation.

The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the output image data comprise a first output image data and a second output
image data, and the first output image data is higher than the second output image data.

The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the image signal modifier comprises:

a lookup table storing modification coefficients for the first and the second output image data;

a multiplexer selecting one of modification coefficients for the first and the second output image data from the
lookup table in response to a control signal; and

a calculator performing interpolation according to one of modification coefficients from the multiplexer, the
previous input image data and the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 17, wherein the image signal modifier comprises:

a first lookup table storing first modification coefficients for the first output image data;

a second lookup table storing second madification coefficients for the second output image data;

a multiplexer selecting one of the first and the second modification coefficients from the first and the second
lookup table in response to a control signal;

a third lookup table storing the first or the second modification coefficients as function of the previous input
image data and the current input image data and outputting the first or the second modification coefficients in
response to the previous input image data and the current input image data; and

a calculator performing interpolation according to the first or the second modification coefficients from the third
lookup table, the previous input image data and the current input image data.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second frequency is twice the first frequency.

21. Aliquid crystal display comprising:

22,

23.

24.

a plurality of pixels arranged in a matrix;

a signal controller adapted to convert current input image data received at a first frequency into a plurality of
output image data provided at an output of the signal controller at a second frequency; and

a data driver coupled to the output of the signal controller, the data driver being adapted to convert the output
image data into analog data voltages and to apply the data voltages to a pixel,

wherein the output image data includes a highest output image data that gives the highest luminance to the
pixel, and the highest output image data is determined by comparing the current input image data with input
image data of a previous frame.

The liquid crystal display of claim 21, wherein the highest output image data is determined based on a highest
provisional image data among provisional image data corresponding to the highest output image data according to
a difference between the previous input image data and the current input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 22, wherein the highest output image data is higher or lower than the highest
provisional image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 22, wherein the highest output image data is equal to the highest provisional image
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data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 23, wherein gamma curves for the provisional image data are averaged to a
gamma curve for the current input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 23, wherein sum of light amount of the pixel represented by the provisional image
data is equal to light amount of the pixel represented by the current input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 22, wherein the output image data comprise a first output image data and a second
output image data, and the first output image data is higher than the second output image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 27, wherein the first output image data is determined based on a first provisional
image data corresponding to the first output image data according to a difference between the previous input image

data and the current input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 28, wherein the first output image data is higher than the first provisional image
data when the current input image data is higher than the previous input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 28, wherein the first output image data is lower than the first provisional image
data when the current input image data is lower than the previous input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 28, wherein the first output image data is equal to the first provisional image data
when the current input image data is equal to the previous input image data.

The liquid crystal display of claim 28, wherein the first output image data is determined based on a transmittance
curve in a resultant equilibrium state obtained by continuously applying data voltages corresponding to the first
provisional image data and the second provisional image data to the pixel.

The liquid crystal display of claim 21, wherein the second frequency is twice the first frequency.

13
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