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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an active ma-
trix device, for example for use as a display. The device
may comprise a liquid crystal active matrix display im-
plemented using thin film transistor (TFT) techniques,
for example based on amorphous silicon or high or low
temperature poly-silicon. Such displays may be used in
portable battery-powered equipment.
[0002] Figure 1 of the accompanying drawings illus-
trates a conventional type of active matrix device com-
prising an active matrix 1 of N rows and M columns of
picture elements (pixels) such as 2. The pixels of each
column are connected to a data line driver 3 by a re-
spective data line such as 4. The data line driver 3 has
an input 5 for receiving timing, control and data signals.
[0003] The pixels of each row are connected by a re-
spective scan line such as 6 to a scan line driver 7. The
scan line driver 7 is synchronised by the timing signals
from the input 5 and activates one scan line 6 at a time
in a repeating sequence.
[0004] Figure 2 of the accompanying drawings illus-
trates four active matrix pixels of known type, e.g. Figure
2A of US 6023074. Each pixel comprises a TFT 10
whose gate is connected to the scan line 6 and whose
source is connected to the data line 4. The drain of the
TfT 10 is connected to a pixel electrode 11 and to a first
terminal of a storage capacitor 12, whose second termi-
nal is connected to a common electrode line 13 which
is shared by all of the storage capacitors 12 of the same
row of pixels. The common electrode lines 13 of all of
the rows are connected to a common DC supply voltage.
[0005] In use, the TFTs 10 of the pixels act as switches
with the switching being controlled by the signals on the
scan lines 6. Each pixel 2 of the active matrix is then
updated at a frequency known as the frame rate. Updat-
ing of a single frame of image data is generally per-
formed on a row-by-row basis. For each row of pixels,
the data line driver 3 receives a row of image data to be
displayed and charges the M data lines 4 to the corre-
sponding analogue voltages. The scan line driver 7 ac-
tivates one of the scan lines 6 so that all of the TFTs 10
connected to the activated scan line are switched on.
The TFTs 10 transfer charge from the data lines 4 to the
storage capacitors 12 until the voltage across each ca-
pacitor is equal to the voltage on the data line. The scan
line driver 7 then deactivates the row of TFTs 10, whose
source-drain paths return to a high impedance state.
[0006] Active matrix addressing may be further sub-
divided into two categories, namely panel-sample-and-
hold addressing (also referred to as point-at-a-time ad-
dressing) and line-at-a-time addressing. In the former
scheme, the data lines are usually isolated from the data
line charging circuits of the data line driver 3 when each
scanned line is activated. In the latter scheme, the data
lines are normally continuously driven during the scan
line activation time.
[0007] The non-infinite impedance of each TFT 10

when switched off results in charge flow or leakage be-
tween each storage capacitor 12 and the data line 4 for
that column. This results in an undesirable change in
the voltage at the pixel electrode 11 with consequent im-
pairment of image quality. The magnitude of the voltage
change depends on the size of the leakage current, the
size of the storage capacitor 12 and the duration be-
tween pixel updates i.e. the frame rate.
[0008] The leakage current of a TFT can be reduced
by device design modifications which require changes
to the fabrication process. For example, it is possible to
introduce a lightly doped drain (LDD) which, in addition
to reducing high drain fields, also increases the channel
resistance. Each TFT switch may also be implemented
as a dual or triple gate device, effectively putting two or
three switches in series between the data line and the
pixel electrode. This results in an increase in the channel
resistance and a reduction in the "on" performance of
the TFTs.
[0009] US 5936686 discloses an arrangement of the
type shown in Figure 2 in which each pixel also has a
TFT connected across the capacitor 12 and actuated by
the previous scan line for resetting the pixel.
[0010] US5517150 and US5650636 discloses ar-
rangements of the type shown in Figure 3 of the accom-
panying drawings. The pixel arrangement differs from
that shown in Figure 2 of the accompanying drawings
by the provision of a further TFT 15 whose source-drain
path is connected between the drain of the TFT 10 and
the pixel electrode 11. Also, a further capacitor 16 is con-
nected between the common line 13 and the connection
between the TFTs 10 and 15.
[0011] When the scan line 6 for a particular pixel is
activated, both of the transistors 10 and 15 are turned
on so that both of the capacitors 12 and 16 are charged
from the data line 4. When the scan line is deactivated,
both transistors are switched off. As described above,
the charge leakage through the transistor 10 results in
a variation of the voltage across the capacitor 16. How-
ever, there is only a very small drop in voltage across
the transistor 15 and hence a much smaller leakage cur-
rent so that there is a much smaller change in voltage
across the capacitor 12 and hence at the pixel electrode
11.
[0012] Pixel voltage changes caused by charge leak-
age may be made smaller by increasing the value of the
storage capacitor 12. However, the storage capacitor
cannot be made arbitrarily large. For example, if the dis-
play is of the transmissive type, a large storage capac-
itor may reduce the pixel aperture ratio and therefore
the display brightness. Also, it may not be possible to
charge fully a relatively large storage capacitor with a
relatively small TFT during the available scan line acti-
vation time. For panel-sample-and-hold displays the
charge on the data line, which has capacitance Cl, is
shared with the storage capacitor, which is of capaci-
tance Cs. As a result, the voltage written to the pixel is
not the same as that (Vl) sampled onto the data line 4.
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This voltage disparity ∆V increases with the capacitance
of the storage capacitor and, if it is assumed that the
storage capacitor is initially uncharged, is given by the
expression:

[0013] Although it is possible to increase the frame
rate in order to minimise the duration for which the pixel
voltage has to be held constant, this may not be a prac-
tical option. For example, it may not be possible to
charge the data lines or storage capacitors during the
reduced addressing periods or the power consumption
may be increased beyond what is acceptable. For low
power applications, it may be desirable to update the
active matrix at a relatively low frame rate in order to
reduce power consumption.
[0014] US6023074 discloses a pixel TFT arrange-
ment similar to that disclosed in US5517150. However,
the storage capacitors are implemented as metal-oxide-
semiconductor (MOS) capacitors. As shown in Figure 4
of the accompanying drawings, a MOS capacitor is
formed by a transistor 18 whose gate g forms one ter-
minal of the capacitor and whose source s and drain d
are connected together to form the other terminal. The
connection between the source and drain may be
achieved by heavily doped semiconductor rather than
by "ohmic" contact connections to a separate intercon-
nect layer. The effective capacitance of the device is
voltage dependent as illustrated by the graph in Figure
4. Below the threshold voltage Vt of the MOS device,
the capacitance is equal to the sum of the gate-source
and gate-drain overlap capacitances. Above the thresh-
old voltage Vt, the capacitance changes to include the
MOS oxide capacitance in addition to the overlap ca-
pacitances.
[0015] The features of the preamble are known from
US 6023074.
[0016] US5835170 discloses an arrangement of the
type shown in Figure 5 of the accompanying drawings,
in which the common electrode lines 13 are omitted and
the second terminals of the capacitors 12 are connected
to the scan line 6 of the adjacent row of pixels. An ad-
vantage of such a capacitor-on-gate arrangement is that
the total number of horizontal signals traversing the ac-
tive matrix 1 is halved compared with the arrangement
shown in Figure 2 so that a higher pixel aperture ratio
may be achieved. However, the scanning direction of
the active matrix 1 is fixed. In particular, the rows of the
active matrix must be scanned from the bottom row up-
wards in Figure 5.
[0017] According to the invention, there is provided
an active matrix device comprising an array of picture
elements, each of which comprises and image element,
a first charge storage element connected to the image
element, a first semiconductor switch for connecting a
data line to the first element charge storage and the im-

∆V = Cs
Cs + Cl
-------------------- VI

age element, a second charge storage element, and a
second semiconductor switch, characterised in that the
second semiconductor switch is arranged to be control-
led independently of the first switch either to disconnect
the second charge storage element from the first charge
storage element and the image element or to connect
the second charge storage element to the first charge
storage element in parallel and the image element so
as to increase the charge storage capacity.
[0018] Each image element may be a light modulating
element and may be transmissive or reflective. For ex-
ample, each image element may be a liquid crystal ele-
ment.
[0019] Each image element may be a light emitting
element.
[0020] Each of the first and second switches may be
a thin film transistor.
[0021] The charge storage capacity of the second
charge storage element may be greater than that of the
first charge storage element.
[0022] For each picture element, the second charge
storage element and the second switch may connected
in series across the first charge storage element.
[0023] The picture elements may be arranged as rows
and columns with the picture elements of each column
being connected to a respective data line and the picture
elements of each row being connected to a respective
scan line.
[0024] The second switches of each row of picture el-
ements may have control terminals connected to a re-
spective control line. The control lines may be connect-
ed together.
[0025] For each picture element, the second switch
may have a control terminal connected to first terminals
of the first and second charge storage elements.
[0026] The first and second charge storage elements
of each row of picture elements may have first terminals
connected to a respective common line.
[0027] The first and second charge storage elements
of each adjacent pair of rows of picture elements may
have first terminals connected to a respective common
line.
[0028] The first and second charge storage elements
of each row of picture elements may have first terminals
connected to the scan line of an adjacent row.
[0029] The first and second charge storage elements
of each picture element may comprise first and second
capacitors, respectively. The first and second capacitors
of each picture element may have a common plate. The
common plate may comprise a part of a gate metal in-
terconnect layer. The first capacitor of each picture ele-
ment may have a further plate comprising part of a
source metal interconnect layer. The second capacitor
of each picture element may have a further plate com-
prising part of a heavily doped silicon layer.
[0030] The second capacitor of each picture element
may have a dielectric comprising gate oxide. The sec-
ond capacitor of each picture element may comprise a
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metal oxide silicon capacitor. The metal oxide silicon ca-
pacitor may form the second switch and may have
source and drain terminals connected to the first switch
and the image element. The first capacitor of each pic-
ture element may comprise the gate/source overlap ca-
pacitance and the gate/drain overlap capacitance of the
metal oxide silicon capacitor. The metal oxide silicon ca-
pacitor may have a lightly doped drain below the gate
electrode.
[0031] The device may comprise a display.
[0032] It is thus possible to provide a device in which
the storage capability at each pixel may be changed so
as to permit operation of the active matrix in different
modes, for example so as optimise image quality and
power consumption performance. For example, such a
device may be operated with the lower storage capacity
which allows faster and more accurate updating to pro-
vide operation at a relatively high frame rate with a high
quality image. For lower power consumption, a lower
frame rate mode may be chosen with the larger storage
capacity at the pixels so as to reduce or prevent image
corruption by charge leakage during intervals between
pixel updates.
[0033] The invention will be further described, by way
of example, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 illustrates schematically a know active ma-
trix display;

Figure 2 is a circuit diagram of active matrix pixels
of a known type of display;

Figure 3 is a circuit diagram of active matrix pixels
of another known type of display;

Figure 4 illustrates a MOS capacitor and the capac-
itance against gate/source voltage of such a device;

Figure 5 is a circuit diagram of pixels of a further
known type of device;

Figure 6 is a circuit diagram of pixels of a device
constituting a first embodiment of the invention;

Figure 7 is a waveform diagram illustrating simulat-
ed operation of the pixels shown in Figure 6 in two
modes of operation;

Figure 8 is a waveform diagram illustrating the re-
sult of simulation of the operation of the pixels of
Figure 6 in a panel-sample-and-hold device;

Figure 9 is circuit diagram of four pixels of a device
constituting a second embodiment of the invention;

Figure 10 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a third embodiment of the inven-

tion;

Figure 11 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a fourth embodiment of the inven-
tion;

Figure 12 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a fifth embodiment of the invention;

Figure 13 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a sixth embodiment of the inven-
tion;

Figure 14 illustrates an example of a mask layout
of a pixel of the device shown in Figure 13;

Figure 15 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a seventh embodiment of the in-
vention;

Figure 16 shows an example of a mask layout of a
pixel of the type shown in Figure 15;

Figure 17 illustrates schematically operation of an
MOS capacitor;

Figure 18 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting an eighth embodiment of the in-
vention;

Figure 19 shows an example of a mask layout of a
pixel as shown in Figure 18; and

Figure 20 is a circuit diagram of four pixels of a de-
vice constituting a ninth embodiment of the inven-
tion.

[0034] Like reference numerals refer to like parts
throughout the drawings.
[0035] Figure 6 shows four pixels of an active matrix
device, for example in the form of a liquid crystal display
panel. Each of the pixels comprises a TFT 10, a storage
capacitor 12, and a pixel electrode 11 as described here-
inbefore with reference to, for example, Figure 2. In ad-
dition, each pixel comprises a further TFT 20 whose
drain (or source) is connected to the pixel electrode 11
and whose source (or drain) is connected to a first plate
of another storage capacitor 21, whose other plate is
connected to the common electrode line 13. The gate
of the TFT 20 is connected to a capacitor select line
which is common to the row of pixels. The capacitance
Cs2 of the capacitor 21 need not be the same as the
capacitance Cs1 of the capacitor 12 and may, for exam-
ple, be substantially higher, for example of the order of
five times the value.
[0036] Each pixel has associated with it one vertical
signal wire and three horizontal signal wires. The verti-
cal wire may be fabricated with the source metal inter-
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connect layer and the horizontal wires may be fabricated
with the gate metal interconnect layer.
[0037] The active matrix device may operate in either
of two modes. In the first mode, the capacitor select sig-
nal lines are connected to a relatively low voltage. In this
mode, the TFTs 20 of all of the pixels are turned off so
that the capacitor 21 is effectively disconnected from the
pixel electrode 11. This is a relatively low capacitance
mode in which the storage capacitance at each of the
pixels is substantially equal to the value Cs1 of the stor-
age capacitors 12. In the other higher capacitance
mode, the lines 22 are connected to a relatively high
voltage so that the transistors 20 at all of the pixels are
turned on and the capacitor 21 is connected in parallel
with the capacitor 12 at each pixel. In this mode, the
storage capacitance is equal to the sum of the values
Cs1 and Cs2 of the capacitors 12 and 21.
[0038] Figure 7 is a waveform diagram showing volt-
age in volts against time in microseconds representing
the result of a simulation of the device of Figure 6 oper-
ating in both the low capacitance and high capacitance
modes. The simulation represents a liquid crystal pixel
cell receiving a voltage of -3.5 volts in one frame and
+3.5 volts in the next frame. The pixel voltage is relative
to a counter electrode potential of 6 volts so that the volt-
age supplied to the pixel electrode 11 is 2.5 volts in the
first frame and 9.5 volts in the second frame. The scan
line activation frequency and leakage have been adjust-
ed so that the relative effects can be observed within a
reasonable simulation time. The value Csl of the capac-
itor 12 is 100 fF, which is typical for a small direct view
active matrix liquid crystal display. The value Cs2 of the
capacitor 21 is 500 fF.
[0039] In the low capacitance mode of operation, pixel
charging occurs very quickly. However, when the scan
line goes low, there is considerable charge injection
from the overlap capacitance of the TFT 10. Also, leak-
age from the storage capacitor 12 is very significant. As
the pixel electrode voltage moves towards the data line
voltage in the high capacitance mode of operation, pixel
charging takes longer, there is less charge injection
when the transistor 10 turns off, and the leakage is sub-
stantially lower.
[0040] The simulation result does not illustrate the
corruption caused to the data line voltage by virtue of
charge sharing in a panel-sample-and-hold type of dis-
play. For a small direct view active matrix liquid crystal
display, the data line capacitance is typically 10 pF. For
the same storage capacitances, in the low capacitance
mode, the change in voltage occurring at the pixel is ap-
proximately 1% of the desired data line voltage. In the
high capacitance mode, the change in voltage is closer
to 6%. The effect of this is illustrated in Figure 8. Just
prior to the second scan period, the data line is initially
at 9.5 volts. When the scan line is activated, both the
data line and the capacitors 12 and 21 share charge.
The net effect is that the pixel electrode 11 ends up at
9.1 volts instead of the desired 9.5 volts.

[0041] Implementation of the additional storage ca-
pacitor 21 of 500fF together with an extra TFT 20 at each
pixel substantially reduces the pixel aperture ratio in
small transmissive liquid crystal displays, particularly if
the gate and source metal interconnect layers are used
to form the parallel plate storage capacitor. However, the
pixel aperture ratio is not substantially affected in reflec-
tive or transmissive-reflective displays where the addi-
tional elements 20 and 21 may be disposed underneath
a reflective electrode.
[0042] The increased pixel charging time for the high
capacitance mode of operation requires careful consid-
eration, especially when the TFTs 10 and 20 are of the
amorphous silicon type. The mobility of such devices is
very low, for example 1cm2/ Vs, which limits the rate of
charge flow from the data line 4 to the storage capacitors
12 and 21. It may therefore be necessary or desirable
to slow down the active matrix addressing in order for
the pixels to be fully charged. Alternatively, it may be
possible to write the same image date to the active ma-
trix in consecutive frames so as to ensure satisfactory
cell charging. Such techniques may be accommodated
by timing modifications in the data line driver 3 and the
scan line driver 7. In displays fabricated with high per-
formance poly-silicon TFTs 10 and 20, which may have
a mobility in excess of 50cm2 /Vs, the high capacitance
mode is unlikely to require an extended pixel charging
period.
[0043] Reduced accuracy in point-at-a-time display
addressing in the high capacitance mode may be com-
pensated within the data line driver or within a liquid
crystal driver controller (not shown) to which the display
is connected. Such compensation is standard practise
since it is generally necessary to compensate for the
non-linear voltage/transmission response of liquid crys-
tal pixels; this is generally called "gamma correction".
Nevertheless, accommodation of two compensation
schemes within driver circuitry for the high and low ca-
pacitance modes represents a significant overhead. It
is likely that the display will be operated in the high ca-
pacitance mode with reduced frame rates, mainly to re-
duce power consumption. When this is the case, achiev-
ing high greyscale accuracy is less important. For ex-
ample, the display may be operated in a low frame rate
1 bit colour mode. Any inaccuracies caused by charge
sharing in such a 1 bit colour mode are unlikely to
present substantial image quality problems.
[0044] The embodiment illustrated in Figure 9 differs
from that illustrated in Figure 6 in that the positions of
the TFT20 and the capacitor 21 have been inter-
changed. However, operation is not affected by this.
[0045] The device illustrated in Figure 10 differs from
that illustrated in Figure 6 in that a capacitor-on-gate
technique of the type illustrated in Figure 5 is used to
reduce by one the number of horizontal signals travers-
ing each row of the active matrix. Thus, the lower plates
of the capacitors 12 and 21 are connected to the scan
line 6 of the adjacent row of pixels so that the common
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line 13 is not needed. The scan lines are used to supply
a DC voltage to the lower terminals of the capacitors 12
and 21 and are at zero volts for most of the time. How-
ever, the scan lines 6 are switched in turn to a high DC
voltage in order to activate the TFTs 10 of the row of
pixels. In order to avoid corrupting the voltages stored
on the capacitors 12 and 21, such a switching operation
should occur before the capacitors are charged. Thus,
the active matrix illustrated in Figure 10 should be
scanned from the bottom row upwards.
[0046] The device illustrated in Figure 11 differs from
that illustrated in Figure 6 in that the common electrode
line 13 and the capacitor select line 22 are replaced by
a single line 24 connected to the further plates of the
capacitors 12 and 21 and to the gate of the TFT 20. This
is allowable because the capacitor select signal is es-
sentially a DC signal once the mode of operation has
been selected. In the low capacitance mode, the line 24
is connected to ground so that the TFT 20 is switched
off and the effective storage capacitance is that provided
by the capacitor 12. In the high capacitance mode, the
line 24 is connected to the positive supply voltage Vdd
so that the TFT 20 is switched on to connect the capac-
itor 21 across the capacitor 12. This technique may also
be applied to the embodiments described hereinafter.
[0047] Figure 12 illustrates a device which differs from
that illustrated in Figure 11 in that each capacitor select
and common electrode line 24 is shared by an adjacent
pair of rows of pixels. Thus, there are, on average, only
1.5 horizontal signals running through each row of pix-
els. This technique may also be applied to the embodi-
ments described hereinafter.
[0048] The device illustrated in Figure 13 is similar to
that illustrated in Figure 6 in that each row of pixels has
a common line 13 and a capacitor select line 22. How-
ever, the capacitors 12 and 21 share a common plate
which forms part of a gate metal interconnect layer of
the integrated structure in which the TFTs 10 and 20 are
formed. The other plate of the capacitor 12 comprises
part of the source metal interconnect layer whereas the
other plate of the capacitor 21 forms part of a heavily
doped amorphous or poly-silicon layer, for example of
N-type material. In a typical TFT structure, the dielectric
of the capacitor 21 is gate oxide so that the capacitance
per unit area of the substrate for the capacitor 21 is sub-
stantially greater than that of the capacitor 12. This al-
lows a much larger value of the capacitance Cs2 of the
capacitor 21 to be achieved.
[0049] Figure 14 shows the mask layout of a device
of the type shown in Figure 13 embodied as a reflective
liquid crystal display with a poly-silicon dual-gate TFT
structure. The data line 4 is implemented on the source
metal interconnect layer (SL) and runs vertically at the
right hand side of the pixel with a connection through a
via 30 with a source of the TFT 10, which is of dual gate
construction. The TFT 10 is crossed twice by the scan
line 6, which is formed in the gate metal interconnect
layer GL so that two series-connected TFT channels are

formed at right angles to one another. This arrangement
makes the device more robust to mask alignment errors.
[0050] At the drain of the TFT 10, a via 31 connects
the terminal to a large SL electrode, which forms one
plate of the capacitor 12 whose other plate is formed by
part of the GL electrode line. The SL electrode is also
in contact with a reflective electrode (RE) 32. The drain
of the TFT 10 is also connected to a poly-silicon track
which forms the transistor 20 where it is crossed by the
capacitor select line 22. The poly-silicon track is then
connected to a heavily doped poly-silicon electrode
which forms the capacitor 21 in conjunction with the GL
common electrode line 13.
[0051] Heavy doping of an amorphous or poly-silicon
layer underneath a gate layer cannot normally be
achieved using the conventional TFT process flow and
is likely to require a further mask to define the heavy
doping region.
[0052] The device illustrated in Figure 15 is of a type
similar to that illustrated in Figure 13 but using the single
capacitor select and common electrode line 24 as
shown in Figure 11 and with the capacitors 12 and 21
embodied as a MOS capacitor. When the line 24 is con-
nected to a low voltage, such as ground, the TFT 20 is
switched off and the capacitor 12 is formed by a parallel
plate capacitor between the layers SL and GL. When
the select signal on the line 24 is high, for example at
Vdd, the TFT 20 is switched on and the MOS capacitor
of value Cs2 is in parallel with the capacitor 12. The
MOS capacitor 35 is formed by an amorphous or poly-
silicon layer underneath a gate electrode. The gate elec-
trode is formed by the capacitor select signal line routed
on the layer GL and so is at a high potential which is
above the threshold voltage Vt of the MOS structure 35.
The total capacitance is then equal to the sum of the
oxide capacitance and the overlap capacitances as de-
scribed hereinbefore with reference to Figure 4.
[0053] Figure 16 illustrates a mask layout for the de-
vice of Figure 15 embodied as a reflective poly-silicon
dual-gate TFT structure. There are only two horizontal
signals routed through the pixel. The poly-silicon layer
of the MOS capacitor extends beyond the gate metal
layer of the capacitor. In a normal self-aligned TFT fab-
rication flow, this region is heavily doped. As indicated
at 33, this region continues around three edges of the
MOS capacitor in order to form the necessary source-
drain connection.
[0054] The capacitance of a MOS structure changes
depending on the voltage applied to the common elec-
trode. Figure 17 illustrates the terminal voltages of the
MOS capacitor 35 for two conditions. In the upper dia-
gram of Figure 17, the common electrode is at 15 volts,
which is a typical supply voltage for an active matrix de-
vice. The pixel electrode 11 can have any value between
1.5 volts and 10.5 volts in a typical device. In order for
the capacitor to be in its high capacitance regime, the
MOS threshold voltage must be less than 4.5 volts,
which is generally the case for amorphous and poly-sil-
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icon pixel TFTs.
[0055] In the configuration illustrated at the lower di-
agram of Figure 17, the common electrode is at zero
volts. In order for the capacitor to be in its low capaci-
tance regime, the MOS threshold voltage must be great-
er than -1.5 volts, which is generally the case for amor-
phous and poly-silicon pixel TFTs. Thus, by switching
the common electrode voltage itself, it is possible to
change between the two MOS capacitor regimes to se-
lect the two different storage capacitances.
[0056] The device shown in Figure 18 makes use of
this capability and differs from that shown in Figure 15
in that the TFT 20 is omitted because the capacitance
switching is performed by the MOS structure 35. The
mask layout for one pixel of this device is illustrated in
Figure 19.
[0057] The device illustrated in Figure 20 differs from
that illustrated in Figure 18 in that the parallel plate ca-
pacitor formed by the interconnect layers is omitted.
There is therefore no need for an electrode formed on
the interconnect layer SL and this results in a very sim-
ple pixel circuit. The permanently connected storage ca-
pacitor is provided by the overlap capacitances whereas
the self-switching capacitor is generated by the oxide
capacitance and is only switched into circuit when the
line 24 is switched to a high voltage, such as Vdd. The
value Cs1 of the permanently connected storage capac-
itor can be chosen using known TFT channel engineer-
ing techniques, such as incorporating a lightly doped
drain (LDD) under the gate electrode.

Claims

1. An active matrix device comprising an array (1) of
picture elements (2), each of which comprises an
image element (11), a first charge storage element
(12, 35) connected to the image element (11), a first
semiconductor switch (10) for connecting a data
line (4) to the first charge storage element (12, 35)
and the image element (11), a second charge stor-
age element (21,35), and a second semiconductor
switch (20,35), characterised in that the second
semiconductor switch (20, 35) is arranged to be
controlled independently of the first switch (10) ei-
ther to disconnect the second charge storage ele-
ment (21, 35) from the first charge storage element
(12, 35) and the image element (11) or to connect
the second charge storage element (21, 35) in par-
allel to the first charge storage element (12, 35) and
the image element (11) so as to increase the charge
storage capacity.

2. A device as claimed in claim 1, in which each image
element (11) is a light modulating element.

3. A device as claimed in claim 2, in which each image
element (11) is transmissive.

4. A device as claimed in claim 2, in which each image
element (11) is reflective.

5. A device as claimed in any one of claims 2 to 4, in
which each image element (11) is a liquid crystal
element.

6. A device as claimed in claim 1, in which each image
element (11) is a light emitting element.

7. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, in which each of the first and second semi-
conductor switches (10, 20, 35) is a thin film tran-
sistor.

8. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, in which the charge storage capacity of the
second charge storage element (21, 35) is greater
than that of the first charge storage element (12,
35).

9. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, in which, for each picture element (2), the
second charge storage element (21, 35) and the
second switch (20, 35) are connected in series
across the first charge storage element (12, 35).

10. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, in which the picture elements (2) are ar-
ranged as rows and columns with the picture ele-
ments (2) of each column being connected to a re-
spective data line (4) and the picture elements (2)
of each row being connected to a respective scan
line (6).

11. A device as claimed in claim 10, in which the second
semiconductor switches (20) of each row of picture
elements (2) have control terminals connected to a
respective control line (22, 24).

12. A device as claimed in claim 11, in which the control
lines (24) are connected together.

13. A device as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 10, in
which, for each picture element (2), the second
semiconductor switch (20) has a control terminal
connected to first terminals of the first and second
charge storage elements (12, 21).

14. A device as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 12
or in claim 13 when dependent on claim 10, in which
the first and second charge storage elements (12,
21) of each row of picture elements (2) have first
terminals connected to a respective common line
(13).

15. A device as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 12
or in claim 13 when dependent on claim 10, in which
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the first and second charge storage elements (12,
21) of each adjacent pair of rows of picture elements
have first terminals connected to a respective com-
mon line (24).

16. A device as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 12
or in claim 13 when dependent on claim 10, in which
the first and second charge storage elements (12,
21) of each row of picture elements (2) have first
terminals connected to the scan line (6) of an adja-
cent row.

17. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, in which the first and second charge storage
elements (12, 21, 35) of each picture element (2)
comprise first and second capacitors, respectively.

18. A device as claimed in claim 17, in which the first
and second capacitors (12, 21, 35) of each picture
element (2) have a common plate.

19. A device as claimed in claim 18, in which the com-
mon plate comprises a part of a gate metal inter-
connect layer (GL).

20. A device as claimed in claim 19, in which the first
capacitor (12, 35) of each picture element (2) has a
further plate comprising part of a source metal in-
terconnect layer (SL).

21. A device as claimed in claim 19 or 20, in which the
second capacitor (21, 35) of each picture element
(2) has a further plate comprising part of a heavily
doped silicon layer.

22. A device as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 21,
in which the second capacitor (21, 35) of each pic-
ture element (2) has a dielectric comprising gate ox-
ide.

23. A device as claimed in claim 22, in which the second
capacitor of each picture element (2) comprises a
metal oxide silicon capacitor (35).

24. A device as claimed in claim 23, in which the metal
oxide silicon capacitor (35) forms the second sem-
iconductor switch and has source and drain termi-
nals connected to the first semiconductor switch
(10) and the image element (11).

25. A device as claimed in claim 23 or 24, in which the
first capacitor of each picture element (2) comprises
the gate/source overlap capacitance and the gate/
drain overlap capacitance of the metal oxide silicon
capacitor (35).

26. A device as claimed in claim 25, in which the metal
oxide silicon capacitor (35) has a lightly doped drain

below the gate electrode.

27. A device as claimed in any one of the preceding
claims, comprising a display.

Patentansprüche

1. Aktivmatrix-Bauteil mit einem Array (1) von Bildan-
zeigeelementen (2), von denen jedes Folgendes
aufweist: ein Bildelement (11), ein mit diesem ver-
bundenes erstes Ladungsspeicherelement (12,
35), einen ersten Halbleiterschalter (10) zum Ver-
binden einer Datenleitung (4) mit dem ersten La-
dungsspeicherelement (12, 35) und dem Bildele-
ment (11), ein zweites Ladungsspeicherelement
(21, 35) und einen zweiten Halbleiterschalter (20,
35), dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der zweite
Halbleiterschalter (20, 35) so ausgebildet ist, dass
er unabhängig vom ersten Schalter (10) so gesteu-
ert wird, dass er entweder das zweite Ladungsspei-
cherelement (21, 35) vom ersten Ladungsspeicher-
element (12, 35) und vom Bildelement (11) trennt
oder das zweite Ladungsspeicherelement (21, 35)
parallel zum ersten Ladungsspeicherelement (12,
35) und zum Bildelement (11) schaltet, um die La-
dungsspeicherkapazität zu erhöhen.

2. Bauteil nach Anspruch 1, bei dem jedes Bildele-
ment (11) ein Lichtmodulationselement ist.

3. Bauteil nach Anspruch 2, bei dem jedes Bildele-
ment (11) transmissiv ist.

4. Bauteil nach Anspruch 2, bei dem jedes Bildele-
ment (11) reflektierend ist.

5. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 4, bei dem
jedes Bildelement (11) ein Flüssigkristallelement
ist.

6. Bauteil nach Anspruch 1, bei dem jedes Bildele-
ment (11) ein Licht emittierendes Element ist.

7. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
bei dem sowohl der erste aus auch der zweite Halb-
leiterschalter (10, 20, 35) ein Dünnschichttransistor
ist.

8. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
bei dem die Ladungsspeicherkapazität des zweiten
Ladungsspeicherelements (21, 35) größer als die-
jenige des ersten Ladungsspeicherelements (12,
35) ist.

9. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
bei dem für jedes Bildanzeigeelement (2) das zwei-
te Ladungsspeicherelement (21, 35) und der zweite
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Schalter (20, 35) in Reihe zum ersten Ladungsspei-
cherelement (12, 35) geschaltet sind.

10. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
bei dem die Bildanzeigeelemente (2) in Zeilen und
Spalten angeordnet sind, wobei die Bildanzeige-
elemente jeder Spalte mit einer jeweiligen Daten-
leitung (4) verbunden sind und die Bildanzeige-
elemente (2) jeder Zeile mit einer jeweiligen Scan-
leitung (6) verbunden sind.

11. Bauteil nach Anspruch 10, bei dem die zweiten
Halbleiterschalter (20) jeder Zeile von Bildanzeige-
elementen (2) über mit einer jeweiligen Steuerlei-
tung (22, 24) verbundene Steueranschlüsse verfü-
gen.

12. Bauteil nach Anspruch 11, bei dem die Steuerlei-
tungen (24) miteinander verbunden sind.

13. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 10, bei dem
für jedes Bildanzeigeelement (2) der zweite Halb-
leiterschalter (20) über einen Steueranschluss ver-
fügt, der mit ersten Anschlüssen des ersten und des
zweiten Ladungsspeicherelements (12, 21) verbun-
den ist.

14. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 12 oder
nach Anspruch 13 in Abhängigkeit vom Anspruch
10, bei dem die ersten und zweiten Ladungsspei-
cherelemente (12, 21) jeder Zeile von Bildanzeige-
elementen (2) über erste Anschlüsse verfügen, die
mit einer jeweiligen gemeinsamen Leitung (13) ver-
bunden sind.

15. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 12 oder
nach Anspruch 13 in Abhängigkeit vom Anspruch
10, bei dem die ersten und zweiten Ladungsspei-
cherelemente (12, 21) jedes benachbarten Paars
von Zeilen von Bildanzeigeelementen über erste
Anschlüsse verfügen, die mit einer jeweiligen ge-
meinsamen Leitung (24) verbunden sind.

16. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 12 oder
nach Anspruch 13 in Abhängigkeit von Anspruch
10, bei dem die ersten und zweiten Ladungsspei-
cherelemente (12, 21) jeder Zeile von Bildanzeige-
elementen (2) über erste Anschlüsse verfügen, die
mit der Scanleitung (6) einer benachbarten Zeile
verbunden sind.

17. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche,
bei dem das erste und zweite Ladungsspeicherele-
ment (12, 21, 35) jedes Bildanzeigeelements (2)
über einen ersten bzw. zweiten Kondensator verfü-
gen.

18. Bauteil nach Anspruch 17, bei dem der erste und

der zweite Kondensator (12, 21, 35) jedes Bildan-
zeigeelements (2) über eine gemeinsame Platte
verfügen.

19. Bauteil nach Anspruch 18, bei dem die gemeinsa-
me Platte über einen Teil einer Gatemetall-Zwi-
schenverbindungsschicht (GL) verfügt.

20. Bauteil nach Anspruch 19, bei dem der erste Kon-
densator (12, 35) jedes Bildanzeigeelements (2)
über eine weitere Platte verfügt, die einen Teil einer
Sourcemetall-Zwischenverbindungsschicht (SL)
bildet.

21. Bauteil nach Anspruch 19 oder 20, bei dem der
zweite Kondensator (21, 35) jedes Bildanzeige-
elements (2) über eine weitere Platte verfügt, die
einen Teil einer stark dotierten Siliciumschicht bil-
det.

22. Bauteil nach einem der Ansprüche 17 bis 21, bei
dem der zweite Kondensator (21, 35) jedes Bildan-
zeigeelements (2) über ein ein Gateoxid bildendes
Dielektrikum verfügt.

23. Bauteil nach Anspruch 22, bei dem der zweite Kon-
densator jedes Bildanzeigeelements (2) einen Me-
talloxid-Silicium-Kondensator (35) bildet.

24. Bauteil nach Anspruch 23, bei dem der Metalloxid-
Silicium-Kondensator (35) den zweiten Halbleiter-
schalter bildet und er über einen source- und einen
Drainanschluss verfügt, der mit dem ersten Halblei-
terschalter (10) und dem Bildelement (11) verbun-
den ist.

25. Bauteil nach Anspruch 23 oder 24, bei dem der er-
ste Kondensator jedes Bildanzeigeelements (2)
über die Gate/-Source-Überlappungskapazität und
die Gate/Drain-Überlappungskapazität des Metall-
oxid-Silicium-Kondensators (35) verfügt.

26. Bauteil nach Anspruch 25, bei dem der Metalloxid-
Silicium-Kondensator (35) über einen leicht dotier-
ten Drain unter der Gateelektrode verfügt.

27. Bauteil nach einem der vorstehenden Ansprüche
mit einem Display.

Revendications

1. Dispositif à matrice active comportant un réseau (I)
d'éléments picturaux (2), comportant chacun un
élément d'image (11), un premier élément de stoc-
kage de charge (12, 35) connecté à l'élément d'ima-
ge (11), un premier interrupteur à semi-conducteur
(10) pour connecter une ligne de données (4) au
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premier élément de stockage de charge (12, 35) et
à l'élément d'image (11), un second élément de
stockage de charge (21, 35), et un second interrup-
teur à semi-conducteur (20, 35), caractérisé en ce
que le second interrupteur à semi-conducteur (20,
35) est agencé pour être commandé indépendam-
ment du premier interrupteur (10) pour déconnecter
le second élément de stockage de charge (21, 35)
du premier élément de stockage de charge (12, 35)
et de l'élément d'image (11), ou pour connecter le
second élément de stockage de charge (21, 35) en
parallèle au premier élément de stockage de char-
ge (12, 35) et à l'élément d'image (11), de manière
à augmenter la capacité de stockage de charge.

2. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel cha-
que élément d'image (11) est un élément modula-
teur de lumière.

3. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel cha-
que élément d'image (11) est transmetteur.

4. Dispositif selon la revendication 2, dans lequel cha-
que élément d'image (11) est réflecteur.

5. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 2 à 4, dans lequel chaque élément d'image
(11) est un élément à cristaux liquides.

6. Dispositif selon la revendication 1, dans lequel cha-
que élément d'image (11) est un élément émetteur
de lumière.

7. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel chacun des premier
et second interrupteurs à semi-conducteur (10, 20,
35) est un transistor à film mince.

8. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel la capacité de stoc-
kage de charge du second élément de stockage de
charge (21, 35) est supérieure à celle du premier
élément de stockage de charge (12, 35).

9. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel pour chaque élé-
ment pictural (2), le second élément de stockage de
charge (21, 35) et le second interrupteur (20, 35)
sont connectés en série à travers le premier élé-
ment de stockage de charge (12, 35).

10. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les éléments pictu-
raux (2) sont agencés en des rangées et des colon-
nes, les éléments picturaux (2) de chaque colonne
étant connectés à une ligne de données respective
(4), et les éléments picturaux (2) de chaque rangée
étant connectés à une ligne de balayage respective

(6).

11. Dispositif selon la revendication 10, dans lequel les
seconds interrupteurs à semi-conducteur (20) de
chaque rangée d'éléments picturaux (2) ont des
bornes de commande connectées à une ligne de
commande respective (22, 24).

12. Dispositif selon la revendication 11, dans lequel les
lignes de commande (24) sont connectées ensem-
ble.

13. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 10, dans lequel pour chaque élément pic-
tural (2), le second interrupteur à semi-conducteur
(20) a une borne de commande connectée aux pre-
mières bornes des premier et second éléments de
stockage de charge (12, 21).

14. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 10 à 12, ou selon la revendication 13 lorsque
dépendante de la revendication 10, dans lequel les
premier et second éléments de stockage de charge
(12, 21) de chaque rang d'éléments picturaux (2)
ont des premières bornes connectées à une ligne
commune respective (13).

15. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 12 à 10, ou selon la revendication 13 lorsque
dépendante de la revendication 10, dans lequel les
premier et second éléments de stockage de charge
(12, 21) de chaque paire adjacente de rangées
d'éléments picturaux ont des premières bornes
connectées à une ligne commune respective (24).

16. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 10 à 12, ou selon la revendication 13 lorsque
dépendante de la revendication 10, dans lequel les
premier et second éléments de stockage de charge
(12, 21) de chaque rangée d'éléments picturaux (2)
ont des premières bornes connectées à la ligne de
balayage (6) d'une rangée adjacente.

17. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, dans lequel les premier et se-
cond éléments de stockage de charge (12, 21, 35)
de chaque élément pictural (2) comportent des pre-
mier et second condensateurs, respectivement.

18. Dispositif selon la revendication 17, dans lequel les
premier et second condensateurs (12, 21, 35) de
chaque élément pictural (2) ont une plaque commu-
ne.

19. Dispositif selon la revendication 18, dans lequel la
plaque commune comporte une partie d'une cou-
che d'interconnexion métallique de grille (GL).
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20. Dispositif selon la revendication 19, dans lequel le
premier condensateur (12, 35) de chaque élément
pictural (2) a une plaque supplémentaire compor-
tant une partie d'une couche d'interconnexion mé-
tallique de source (SL).

21. Dispositif selon la revendication 19 ou 20, dans le-
quel le second condensateur (21, 35) de chaque
élément pictural (2) a une plaque supplémentaire
comportant une partie d'une couche de silicium for-
tement dopée.

22. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions 17 à 21, dans lequel le second condensateur
(20, 35) de chaque élément pictural (2) a un diélec-
trique comportant un oxyde de grille.

23. Dispositif selon la revendication 22, dans lequel le
second condensateur de chaque élément pictural
(2) comporte un condensateur à silicium et oxyde
de métal (35).

24. Dispositif selon la revendication 23, dans lequel le
condensateur à silicium et oxyde de métal (35) for-
me le second interrupteur à semi-conducteur, et a
des bornes de source et d'évacuation connectées
au premier interrupteur à semi-conducteur (10) et à
l'élément d'image (11).

25. Dispositif selon la revendication 23 ou 24, dans le-
quel le premier condensateur de chaque élément
d'image (2) comporte la capacité de chevauche-
ment de grille/source et la capacité de chevauche-
ment de grille/évacuation du condensateur à sili-
cium et oxyde de métal (35).

26. Dispositif selon la revendication 25, dans lequel le
condensateur à silicium et oxyde de métal (35) a
une évacuation légèrement dopée en dessous de
l'électrode de grille.

27. Dispositif selon l'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, comportant un écran d'afficha-
ge.
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