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(54) LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY DEVICE

(57) Disclosed is to obtain a liquid crystal display de-
vice capable of eliminating a necessity of a flicker control
after manufacturing the liquid crystal display device. A
liquid crystal display device of the present invention is
an IPS mode liquid crystal display device. A pixel elec-
trode and a common electrode have an initial DC volt-
age component therebetween immediately after apply-
ing electric power. It is conceivable that this DC voltage
component causes a flicker. If the DC voltage compo-
nent is automatically reduced to a permissible value or
smaller within a predetermined period of time after ap-

plying the electric power, the necessity of the flicker con-
trol by changing potential applied to an electrode in a
pixel can be eliminated. Therefore, the liquid crystal dis-
play device must be constituted such that the initial DC
voltage component is set sufficiently small and an elec-
tric charge can travel at high speed in a liquid crystal
panel. As a technology for making the initial DC voltage
component small, the present invention adopts a feed-
through voltage compensatory drive system. A consti-
tution of an opposite substrate is optimized so as to
make a movement of the electric charge in the opposite
substrate easy.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a liquid crystal
display device, more particularly, to an In-Plane switch-
ing (IPS) mode liquid crystal display device having a pix-
el electrode and a common electrode on one substrate.
[0002] The liquid crystal display device has been re-
markably widespread as a display device for a personal
computer or other types of monitor. This type of liquid
crystal display device is generally constituted in such a
manner that a backlight unit as a planar light source for
illumination is disposed on the backside of a liquid crys-
tal panel, and a liquid crystal plane having a predeter-
mined area is irradiated to be in even brightness as a
whole, thus visualizing an image formed on the liquid
crystal plane of the liquid crystal panel. This liquid crys-
tal panel has a constitution in which a drive voltage is
applied to a liquid crystal filling a space between two
glass substrates to drive the liquid crystal. In the liquid
crystal panel, the liquid crystal is driven in the above-
described manner to change alignment of the liquid
crystal (molecules), whereby controlling polarization of
transmitting light, thus displaying a desired image.
[0003] Incidentally, a twisted nematic (TN) mode has
been well known for the liquid crystal panel thus consti-
tuted. According to this mode, an electrode for driving
the liquid crystal is provided on one glass substrate and
other glass substrate of the two substrates respectively,
and an electric field is generated in a direction that the
two substrates are linked, in other words, in a direction
approximately perpendicular to the surfaces of the glass
substrates, and thus the liquid crystal is driven.
[0004] However, a viewing angle of the liquid crystal
panel employing such a system is narrow, and a tech-
nique called In-Plane Switching (IPS: transverse electric
field) to improve the viewing angle is known. This is a
technique that a drive voltage is applied to an electrode
disposed on only one of the two glass substrates to gen-
erate an electric field in a horizontal direction along the
substrate surface (transverse direction), thus driving the
liquid crystal.
[0005] If a DC voltage is applied continuously to the
liquid crystal, the liquid crystal deteriorates. Therefore,
in both the TN mode and the IPS mode, the voltage ap-
plied to the liquid crystal is designed to be symmetrical
about common potential.
[0006] However, due to manufacturing tolerance of
the liquid crystal display panels, a voltage value to the
same display signal changes in each product, the volt-
age being applied to the liquid crystal between a pixel
electrode and a common electrode. Accordingly, an ab-
solute value of each polarity of the voltage applied to the
liquid crystal on the basis of the common potential be-
comes asymmetrical. Consequently, the voltage applied
to the liquid crystal deviates from the designed value to
one side (positive side or negative side with the common

potential at the middle), and a flicker, in which a screen
flicks, is generated.
[0007] Hereinafter, description will be made for occur-
rence of the flicker by using a concrete example. Note
that this description is made for a purpose of describing
a concept of the occurrence of the flicker; therefore, it
is not necessarily accurate and applicable to actual
products. When the liquid crystal display device is de-
signed to have constant common potential of, for exam-
ple, 7.5 V, images having equal brightness should be
displayed in the case where the potential of 12.5 V is
set to the pixel electrode and in the case where the po-
tential of 2.5 V is set to the pixel electrode. However,
due to the manufacturing tolerance, the voltage actually
applied to the liquid crystal becomes equal to that of the
case where the potentials of 12.7 V and 2.7 V are given
to the pixel electrodes. consequently, a DC voltage com-
ponent of 0.2 V on the positive side is generated. Since
the image by 12.7 V is brighter than that by 2.7 V, the
flicker is generated. Deviation of the voltage is mainly
caused by the deviation of a storage capacitor and a
parasitic capacitor from the designed value due to the
manufacturing tolerance.
[0008] Conventionally, the foregoing problem has
been solved by providing a circuit having a flicker control
function on a control circuit board. The occurrence of
the flicker can be prevented by eliminating the asymme-
try of the absolute value of each polarity of the voltage
applied to the liquid crystal. Conventionally, the asym-
metry of the absolute value of each polarity of the volt-
age applied to the liquid crystal has been eliminated by
changing the voltage value applied to a pixel from out-
side. As methods to change the voltage value applied
to the pixel to from the outside as described above, the
following two methods are known.
[0009] One method is to manually control the value of
the common potential from outside to make the absolute
value of each polarity symmetrical about the common
potential. In the above-described example, the absolute
value of each polarity can be made symmetrical by set-
ting the common potential to 7.7 V. The other method is
to manually change a gate voltage value of a TFT from
outside, thus controlling the flicker.
[0010] However, there exist some problems in the use
of the above-described flicker control circuit.
[0011] First, the deviation of the voltage value due to
the manufacturing tolerance not only differs with the
products but also occurs inside the plane of one product.
For example, the deviation of the voltage value of the
pixel on the left side of the screen and the deviation on
the right side thereof are different from each other.
Therefore, even if the common potential and the gate
potential, which are common to all of the pixels, are con-
trolled from the outside, unevenness of the voltage in-
side the plane could not be eliminated.
[0012] Second, the flicker control circuit as described
above led to an increase of the number of parts of the
liquid crystal display, causing an increase of the manu-
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facturing cost thereof.
[0013] Third, in the flicker control process, the flicker
is controlled manually from the outside for each of the
products, and this process had been one of the causes
to slow down the manufacturing speed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] The present invention was made with taking
the above-described technical problems into consider-
ation, and the object thereof is to obtain a liquid crystal
display device capable of eliminating the necessity of
the flicker control after manufacturing the liquid crystal
display device.
[0015] The inventors of the present invention con-
ducted examinations and researches concerning the
above-described problems. As a result, it was found that
the necessity of the flicker control could be eliminated
in the IPS mode liquid crystal display device.
[0016] Specifically, in the case where the absolute
value of each polarity of the voltage applied to the liquid
crystal on the basis of the common potential is asym-
metrical, there exists a DC voltage component with a
constant voltage value between the pixel electrode and
the common electrode. The DC voltage component can
be regarded as a stationary electric field applied to the
liquid crystal material. In the IPS mode liquid crystal pan-
el, the space between the pixel electrode and the com-
mon electrode can be modeled as a circuit in which a
capacitor and a resistor are connected in parallel.
Therefore, it can be considered that this electric field is
generated because of the presence of a positive electric
charge on one electrode side in the liquid crystal (pixel
electrode side, for example) and a negative electric
charge on the other electrode side therein (common
electrode side, for example).
[0017] If the DC voltage component is equal to the
permissible value or smaller, a flicker defect is not gen-
erated. Accordingly, the inventors reached the conclu-
sion that the necessity of the flicker control can be elim-
inated if the DC voltage component automatically reduc-
es itself to the permissible value or smaller.
[0018] Furthermore, in the liquid crystal display de-
vice, it takes a certain amount of time to display an im-
age on a display screen after application of electric pow-
er thereto. This amount of time is almost equivalent to
the time until a light source of a backlight (cold cathode
fluorescent tube, for example) is turned on. The inven-
tors found that if the above-described DC voltage com-
ponent is reduced to the permissible value or smaller
within the time until the image is displayed, the necessity
of the above-described flicker control can be eliminated.
[0019] Two conditions must be fulfilled in order to re-
alize the foregoing. One of the conditions is that an initial
DC voltage component at the time of applying electric
power is small, and the other condition is that an electric
charge generating the DC voltage component to the liq-
uid crystal material travels fast in the liquid crystal panel.

[0020] The inventors found that movement of the
electric charge in an opposite substrate was extremely
important as well as movement of the same in the liquid
crystal material. It is considered that this is due to the
fact that the resistance of the liquid crystal material is
extremely large in the transverse direction in the IPS
mode liquid crystal display device. Specifically, with re-
gard to the electric field transmitting only through the
liquid crystal material, the resistance in the transverse
direction of the liquid crystal material is extremely large.
Therefore, the electric charge cannot move fast. On the
other hand, the resistance in a longitudinal direction is
sufficiently small in comparison to that of the transverse
direction. The electric field emitted from the one elec-
trode and transmitting through the liquid crystal material
in the longitudinal direction transmits through the oppo-
site substrate, returns to the liquid crystal material to
transmit in the longitudinal direction again, then enters
the other electrode. It is conceivable that the presence
of an electric field path having a small resistance value
is important to reduce the DC voltage component. The
reason is that if the electric charge can travel fast
through this electric field path, the DC voltage compo-
nent can be reduced equal to the permissible value or
smaller within a predetermined period of time.
[0021] However, securing the high-speed traveling of
the electric charge as described above alone is insuffi-
cient. This is because in the case where the initial DC
voltage component is large, the DC voltage component
value cannot be reduced to a desired value within the
predetermined period of time. Consequently, the inven-
tors found that the necessity of the flicker control can be
eliminated by constituting a liquid crystal display device
capable of reducing the initial DC voltage component
and for the high-speed traveling of the electric charge.
Note that though a physical property value of elements
constituting a CF substrate or an array substrate is de-
scribed, for example, in the Japanese Patent Laid-Open
No. 2000-66222, the Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
10(1998)-133205, the Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.
7(1995)-159786, none of these conventional technolo-
gies disclosed the problems solved by the present in-
vention or means to solve the problems.
[0022] According to the findings as described above,
a liquid crystal display device according to a first aspect
of the present invention has a first substrate, a second
substrate and a liquid crystal material sealed between
the first and second substrates. The liquid crystal dis-
play device comprises a plurality of pixels arrayed in a
matrix fashion. On the first substrate, each pixel in the
plurality of pixels has a switching element, a pixel elec-
trode connected to the switching element, a common
electrode for generating an electric field applied to the
liquid crystal material between the common electrode
and the pixel electrode. The pixel electrode and the
common electrode have an initial DC voltage compo-
nent therebetween immediately after applying electric
power to the liquid crystal display device, and the DC

3 4



EP 1 361 475 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

voltage component is automatically reduced from the in-
itial value to a permissible value or smaller within a pre-
determined period of time after applying the electric
power to the liquid crystal display device. The DC volt-
age component is automatically reduced from the initial
value to the permissible value or smaller within a prede-
termined period of time after applying the electric power,
whereby eliminating the necessity of a flicker control by
changing potential applied to an electrode in the pixel.
[0023] Here, as the liquid crystal display device within
the scope where the object of the present invention can
be achieved, the followings can be enumerated: a liquid
crystal panel having liquid crystal sealed between two
opposite substrates; a liquid crystal module having a
driver circuit or a backlight unit attached to the liquid
crystal panel; and a liquid crystal display as an end prod-
uct.
[0024] The liquid crystal display device according to
a second aspect of the present invention is character-
ized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first
aspect, the initial DC voltage component is 0.5 V or low-
er.
[0025] The liquid crystal display device according to
a third aspect of the present invention is characterized
in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first as-
pect, the permissible value of the DC voltage compo-
nent is 0.15 V or lower.
[0026] The liquid crystal display device according to
a fourth aspect of the present invention is characterized
in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first as-
pect, the liquid crystal display device does not have any
circuit for performing the flicker control by changing the
potential applied to the electrode in the pixel from out-
side.
[0027] The liquid crystal display device according to
a fifth aspect of the present invention is characterized
in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first as-
pect, the liquid crystal display device further comprises
a plurality of scanning lines and signal lines, and the pix-
el electrode forms a storage capacitor between the pixel
electrode and the scanning line.
[0028] A liquid crystal display device according to a
sixth aspect of the present invention has a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal material
sealed between the first and second substrates. Fur-
thermore, the liquid crystal display device has a plurality
of pixels arrayed in a matrix fashion. On the first sub-
strate, each pixel in the plurality of pixels has a switching
element, a pixel electrode connected to the switching
element, a common electrode for generating an electric
field applied to the liquid crystal material between the
common electrode and the pixel electrode. The pixel
electrode and the common electrode have an initial DC
voltage component therebetween immediately after ap-
plying electric power to the liquid crystal display device,
and the DC voltage component is automatically reduced
from the initial value to 0.15 V or lower in five seconds
after applying the electric power to the liquid crystal dis-

play device.
[0029] The liquid crystal display device according to
a seventh aspect of the present invention is character-
ized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first,
fifth or sixth aspect, the switching element is a TFT, and
when a gate signal applied to the TFT drops, compen-
sation drive is performed in which a compensation sig-
nal having reverse characteristics is applied through the
storage capacitor.
[0030] The liquid crystal display device according to
an eighth aspect of the present invention is character-
ized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the sev-
enth aspect, the second substrate has a first resin layer
and a second resin layer formed inside the first resin
layer, the first resin layer has resistivity of 2.5E+15 [ohm.
cm] or lower, and the second resin layer has resistivity
of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm].
[0031] The liquid crystal display device according to
a ninth aspect of the present invention is characterized
in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the seventh
aspect, the first resin layer is a protection film, and the
second resin layer is a black matrix layer.
[0032] A liquid crystal display device according to a
tenth aspect of the present invention has a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal material
sealed between the first and second substrates, and is
driven at THz (T: natural number). This liquid crystal dis-
play device comprises a plurality of pixels arrayed in a
matrix fashion. On the first substrate, each pixel in the
plurality of pixels has a switching element, a pixel elec-
trode connected to the switching element and a com-
mon electrode for generating an electric field applied to
the liquid crystal material between the common elec-
trode and the pixel electrode. The plurality of pixels are
driven by a voltage of different voltage polarity in each
frame, and, in one frame, the plurality of pixels include
in each frame a first group of pixels driven by the voltage
having a first voltage polarity and a second group of pix-
els driven by the voltage having a second polarity. The
pixel electrode and the common electrode have an initial
DC voltage component therebetween immediately after
applying electric power to the liquid crystal display de-
vice, and the DC voltage component is automatically re-
duced from said initial value to a permissible value or
smaller within a predetermined period of time after ap-
plying the electric power to the liquid crystal display de-
vice. In the case where the pixels of the first group are
driven by the voltage having a voltage value allowing
brightness to be the lowest and the pixels of the second
group are driven by the voltage having a predetermined
mean voltage value, the DC voltage component is equal
to a permissible value or smaller, and thus an amplitude
of a T/2Hz component of a transmitting light waveform
from the liquid crystal display becomes ten times as
large as that of a THz component or smaller.
[0033] The liquid crystal display device according to
an eleventh aspect of the present invention is charac-
terized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the
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tenth aspect, the switching element is a thin film transis-
tor (TFT), and when a gate signal applied to the TFT
drops, compensation drive is performed in which a com-
pensation signal having reverse characteristics is ap-
plied through a storage capacitor.
[0034] The liquid crystal display device according to
a twelfth aspect of the present invention is characterized
in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the tenth or
the eleventh aspect, the second substrate has a first res-
in layer and a second resin layer formed inside the first
resin layer, the first resin layer has resistivity of 2.5E+15
[ohm.cm] or lower, and the second resin layer has re-
sistivity of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm].
[0035] The liquid crystal display device according to
a thirteenth aspect of the present invention is character-
ized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the first
or the tenth aspect, the predetermined period of time
after applying electric power is defined as time between
the application of the electric power and displaying of
an image on a display screen of the liquid crystal display
device.
[0036] The liquid crystal display device according to
a fourteenth aspect of the present invention is charac-
terized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the
first aspect or the tenth aspect, the predetermined peri-
od of time after applying the electric power is five sec-
onds after applying the electric power.
[0037] A liquid crystal display device according to a
fifteenth aspect of the present invention has a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal material
sealed between the first and second substrates. The liq-
uid crystal display device has a plurality of pixels arrayed
in a matrix fashion. On the first substrate, each pixel in
the plurality of pixels has a TFT, a pixel electrode con-
nected to the TFT, a common electrode for generating
an electric field applied to the liquid crystal material be-
tween the common electrode and the pixel electrode.
On the second substrate, each pixel in the plurality of
pixels has a resin protection layer having resistivity of
2.5E+15 [ohm.cm] and a resin black matrix layer having
resistivity of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm] or lower inside
the protection layer. When a gate signal applied to the
TFT drops, compensation drive is performed to the liq-
uid crystal display device, in which a compensation sig-
nal having reverse characteristics is applied through a
storage capacitor.
[0038] The liquid crystal display device according to
a sixteenth aspect of the present invention is character-
ized in that, in the liquid crystal display device of the fif-
teenth aspect, the liquid crystal display device further
comprises a plurality of signal lines for transmitting a dis-
play signal to the plurality of pixels and a plurality of gate
lines for transmitting a gate signal to a gate of the TFT.
The storage capacitor is formed between the pixel elec-
trode and one of the plurality of gate lines.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0039] For a more complete understanding of the
present invention and the advantages thereof, refer-
ence is now madeto the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

[Figure 1]

[0040] Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing a constitu-
tion of a liquid crystal display module of an embodiment
of the present invention.

[Figure 2]

[0041] Fig. 2 is a schematic view showing a constitu-
tion of a pixel of the embodiment.

[Figure 3]

[0042] Fig. 3 is a sectional view schematically show-
ing the constitution of the pixel of the embodiment.

[Figure 4]

[0043] Fig. 4 is a sectional view schematically show-
ing a constitution of a TFT of the pixel of the embodi-
ment.

[Figure 5]

[0044] Fig. 5 is a view for explaining an electric field
path for reducing a DC voltage component in the em-
bodiment.

[Figure 6]

[0045] Fig. 6 is a timing chart for explaining a feed-
through voltage compensatory drive in the embodiment.

[Figure 7]

[0046] Fig. 7 is a graph for explaining changes in the
DC voltage component of the liquid crystal display de-
vice with time according to the present invention and a
conventional liquid crystal display device.

[Figure 8]

[0047] Figs. 8A and 8B are diagrams for explaining
flicker detection patterns in the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

[0048] Hereinafter, a liquid crystal display device ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention will
be described in detail based on the accompanying draw-
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ings. This embodiment is an In-Plane Switching (IPS)
drive mode liquid crystal display device, In this embod-
iment, description will be made for a liquid crystal display
device capable of eliminating a necessity of a flicker
control. To eliminate a necessity of a flicker control func-
tion, the liquid crystal display device must be constituted
such that an initial DC voltage component is set suffi-
ciently small and an electric charge can travel at high
speed in a liquid crystal panel. In this embodiment, as
a technique for making the initial DC voltage component
small, a feed-through voltage compensatory drive sys-
tem is adopted. This feed-through voltage compensato-
ry drive system will be described later. Also, a constitu-
tion of an opposite substrate is optimized so as to make
the movement of the electric charge in the opposite sub-
strate easy.
[0049] Fig. 1 is a perspective view for explaining the
entire constitution of a liquid crystal module of this em-
bodiment. Fig. 1 is a constitutional view schematically
showing a liquid crystal module 100 having a side-light
type backlight unit. In Fig. 1, a reference numeral 101
denotes a backlight unit, 102 denotes a liquid crystal
panel (liquid crystal cell) having a drive circuit attached
thereto, and 103 denotes a diffusion sheet for making
brightness even in a liquid crystal display panel. Also, a
reference numeral 104 denotes a prism sheet for mak-
ing light converge to enhance luminance of a front dis-
play surface, 105 denotes a light guide plate for guiding
light traveling from a light source and diffusing the same,
and 106 denotes a frame for accommodating compo-
nents of the backlight unit 101 such as the light guide
plate and the prism sheet.
[0050] The liquid crystal panel 102 has a display area
constituted of a plurality of pixels arrayed in a matrix
fashion and a frame area as an outer peripheral area of
the display area. Also, the liquid crystal panel 102 has
an array substrate having an array circuit formed there-
on and an opposite substrate thereof, and liquid crystal
is sealed therebetween. A reference numeral 107 de-
notes a cold cathode fluorescent tube as a light source,
and 108 denotes a bezel for holding and protecting the
liquid crystal cell 102 and the backlight unit 101 from
outside. The backlight unit 101 is constituted of the dif-
fusion sheet 103, the prism sheet 104, the light guide
plate 105, the frame 106 and the cold cathode fluores-
cent tube 107. The cold cathode fluorescent tube 107 is
disposed inside the frame 106 and is not directly de-
scribed in the drawing. Note that, as a backlight unit, a
direct backlight unit is also known. In this backlight unit,
one or more light sources are disposed right under the
display surface of the liquid crystal panel.
[0051] Each pixel in the display area performs color
displaying of R, G or B, Of course, each pixel performs
either black or white displaying on a monochrome dis-
play. In the display area on the array substrate, a plural-
ity of signal lines and gate lines are arrayed in a matrix
fashion. The signal lines and the gate lines are arrayed
so as to cross each other approximately at a right angle.

Each of the pixels applies an electric field to the liquid
crystal based on a display signal voltage received from
a driver IC. This driver IC is usually connected to the
array substrate by a TAB but may be directly provided
on a glass substrate of the array substrate.
[0052] Usually, a plurality of source driver IC 110 for
the signal lines are provided on an X-axis side of a TFT
array substrate, and a plurality of gate driver IC 111 for
the gate lines controlling a gate voltage are provided on
a Y-axis side thereof. A voltage received from the source
driver IC 110 is transmitted to a pixel electrode via a
source/drain of the TFT, and the pixel electrode and a
common electrode apply an electric field to the liquid
crystal. By changing this voltage, the voltage applied to
the liquid crystal can be changed, thus controlling light
transmissivity of the liquid crystal. A circuit applying
common potential to the common electrode is constitut-
ed on a control circuit board (not shown).
[0053] Fig. 2 is a view showing a constitution of a pixel
according to this embodiment. In Fig. 2, a reference nu-
meral 201 denotes an amorphous silicon thin film tran-
sistor (TFT) as a switching element, 202 denotes a pixel
electrode connected to the source/drain of the TFT, 203
denotes a common electrode for applying an electric
field to the liquid crystal between the common electrode
and the pixel electrode, 204 denotes a signal line for
transmitting a display signal to the TFT, and 205 denotes
a gate line for transmitting a gate voltage to a gate of
the TFT.
[0054] The gate line, the signal line and the common
electrode are typically formed of AlNd or MOW. The pix-
el electrode is usually formed of Al, Indium Tin Oxide
(ITO) or the like.
[0055] Part of the pixel electrode is superposed on a
scanning line of one upper stage via an insulator, form-
ing a storage capacitor. This is a constitution so-called
a Cs on-gate. Moreover, another part of the pixel elec-
trode is superposed on the common electrode via an
insulating layer, constituting a part of the storage capac-
itor.
[0056] The pixel is surrounded by two of the gate lines
205 extending in the X direction and two of the signal
lines 204 extending in the Y direction. The comb-shaped
common electrode 203 is disposed between these two
signal lines 204. The pixel electrode 202 is formed be-
tween two lines of the common electrode 203. An elec-
tric field approximately parallel to the substrate surface
is generated between the pixel electrode 202 and the
common electrodes 203 located on both sides of the pix-
el electrode 202.
[0057] Note that the pixel electrode and the common
electrode are not limited to the above-described consti-
tution. For example, a constitution can be adopted in
which the pixel electrode is formed in a shape of a comb
and arranged so as to be engaged with the common
electrode. Also, various modifications to the shape of
the electrode is possible. For example, the pixel elec-
trode may be formed in an L-shape. Furthermore, it is
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also possible that the common electrode is disposed as
a layer upper than the pixel electrode to cover the entire
area excluding an aperture of the pixel. To inhibit inter-
actions between the pixel electrode and the signal lines,
it is preferable to dispose the common electrode be-
tween the pixel electrode and each of the signal lines.
[0058] Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line
A-A' of Fig. 2. In Fig. 3, a reference numeral 301 denotes
an array substrate as a first substrate, and 302 denotes
a color filter substrate as a second substrate.
[0059] The color filter substrate 302 comprises a
glass substrate 303, a black matrix layer 304 (hereinaf-
ter referred to as a BM layer) formed on the glass sub-
strate 303, a color filter layer 305 of R, G and B (here-
inafter referred to as a CF layer) formed on the BM layer
304, a protection film layer 306 formed on the CF layer
305 and an alignment film 321 formed on the protection
film layer 306. A material obtained by dispersing a black
pigment into acrylic resin or epoxy resin is typically used
for the BM layer 304. In this case, the black pigment is
carbon material. Part of the BM layer 304 contacts to
the protection film layer 306.
[0060] A material obtained by dispersing any one of
red, blue, and green pigments into acrylic resin or epoxy
resin is generally used for the CF layer 305. A material
obtained by depositing acrylic resin or epoxy resin is fre-
quently used for the protection film 306, and the protec-
tion film 306 possesses a function for protecting a layer
inside thereof and flattening the surface thereof. The
alignment film is usually constituted of a polyimide ma-
terial, and controls the alignment of the liquid crystal ma-
terial in a state where no electric field exists. In this em-
bodiment, the CF substrate is described as the opposite
substrate ;however, the CF layer is excluded from the
opposite substrate in the case of a monochrome display
device.
[0061] Resistance values of the protection film 306
and the BM layer 304 are one of the important factors
for achieving a fast movement of an electric charge in
the CF substrate, which is the opposite substrate, It is
necessary that resistivity of the protection film is suffi-
ciently low, and at the same time, resistivity of the BM
layer is also sufficiently low. The reason is as follows.
Specifically, when considering a path of the electric field
(line B in Fig, 5), which extends from the liquid crystal
material via the alignment film to the protection film, BM
layer and further to the protection film, the traveling
speed of the electric charge cannot be secured unless
resistances of both of the protection film and the BM lay-
er are sufficiently small. Since the BM layer is used in
both the color liquid crystal display and the monochrome
liquid crystal display, the BM layer is highly versatile. In
addition, differing from the CF layer, the BM layer pos-
sesses characteristics that the resistance value thereof
can be easily controlled by the pigment. However, ex-
tremely small resistance value of the BM layer is not
preferable. Therefore, the resistance value of the BM
layer is preferably set within a predetermined range. A

BM layer which uses metal such as chromium and has
an extremely small resistance value is not preferable.
[0062] Accordingly, the resistivity of the BM layer 304
is preferably set at 1E+00 to 1E+04 (ohm.cm). A film
thickness of the BM layer is about 1.5 micrometers, for
example.
[0063] The resistivity of the CF layer 305 to R, G and
B are, for example, approximately 3E+13, 1E+13 and
5E+11 (ohm.cm) respectively. Furthermore, a film thick-
ness of the CF layer is about 2.0 micrometers.
[0064] The resistivity of the protection film layer 306
is preferably set at about 2.5E+15 (ohm.cm) or lower,
more preferably, about 8.5E+14 (ohm.cm) or lower. A
film thickness of the protection film layer is about 1.0
micrometer, for example.
[0065] The resistivity of the alignment film is set at
about 1.0E+15 (ohm.cm), and a film thickness thereof
is set to about 0.1 micrometer.
[0066] The array substrate 301 comprises, from the
bottom, a glass substrate 307, a common electrode 308,
a silicon oxide insulating layer 309, a silicon nitride in-
sulating layer 310, signal lines 311 and a pixel electrode
312, a silicon nitride passivation layer 313 and an align-
ment film 322. The dimensions of each of the above-
described elements will be exemplified below, A thick-
ness of the common electrode 308 is about 0.3 microm-
eters when using Al and about 0.05 micrometers when
using ITO. A thickness of the silicon oxide layer 309 is
about 0.4 micrometers, and a thickness of the silicon
nitride layer 310 is about 0.05 micrometers. Both the sig-
nal lines 311 and the pixel electrode 312 have a thick-
ness of about 0.3 micrometers, and the passivation lay-
er 313 has a thickness of about 0.2 micrometers.
[0067] Liquid crystal material is sealed between the
array substrate and the CF substrate, and space be-
tween the two substrates is maintained at about 5 mi-
crometers by a spacer.
[0068] Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken along the line
B-B' of Fig. 2 for explaining a constitution of the TFT
201. In Fig. 4, a reference numeral 401 denotes a glass
substrate, 402 denotes a gate line, 403 denotes a silicon
oxide insulating layer, 404 denotes a silicon nitride in-
sulating layer, 405 denotes an amorphous silicon layer,
406 denotes a silicon nitride layer, 407 denotes a
source/drain electrode, and 408 denotes a silicon nitride
passivation layer. An alignment film is formed thereon.
Note that either of a top-gate structure and a bottom-
gate structure can be adopted for the TFT. Also, a Metal
Insulator Metal (MIM) is available for a switching ele-
ment.
[0069] Description will be made for a display opera-
tion. The gate line as a scanning line transmits a gate
signal sent from the gate driver IC 111 to the gate of the
TFT. When the gate signal is turned ON, the TFT is
turned ON, and the display signal transmitted from the
data driver IC 110 is sent to the pixel electrode 202 via
the signal line and the source/drain of the TFT. Common
potential is given to the common electrode 203, and an

11 12



EP 1 361 475 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

electric field is generated between the pixel electrode
and the common electrode. Intensity of the electric field
is varied, thus controlling the alignment of liquid crystal
molecules. The liquid crystal molecules change orien-
tation of their longitudinal axis in a plane approximately
parallel to the substrate. Because polarization of light
transmitting through the liquid crystal material changes
depending on birefringence of the liquid crystal mole-
cules, an amount of light transmitting through a polarizer
on the opposite substrate changes depending on the ori-
entation of the liquid crystal molecules. The common po-
tential is designed to be, for example, 7.5 V. Potential
given to the pixel electrode is designed to be, for exam-
ple, 13.5 V at the maximum and 1.5 V at the minimum.
[0070] The liquid crystal is driven by an alternating
voltage. Specifically, polarity of the voltage applied to
the liquid crystal in the pixel is inverted to positive or
negative for each frame. In this case, the polarity of the
voltage is determined on the basis of the common po-
tential. Some drive methods of the liquid crystal are
known, and a line inversion drive method and a dot in-
version drive method are used.
[0071] The line inversion method is a drive method in
which polarity of a signal voltage applied to a pixel elec-
trode is inverted in each gate line. For example, a volt-
age of positive polarity is applied to odd-number pixel
rows and a voltage of negative polarity is applied to
even-number pixel rows in the first frame. A voltage of
negative polarity is applied to odd-number pixel rows
and a voltage of positive polarity is applied to even-
number pixel rows in the second frame.
[0072] The dot inversion method is a drive method in
which polarity of the applied voltage is inverted for each
pixel in one row (gate line). In odd-number rows of the
first frame, a voltage of positive polarity is applied to pix-
els in odd-number columns (odd-numbered signal lines)
and a voltage of negative polarity is applied to pixels in
even-number columns. In even-number rows of the first
frame, a voltage of negative polarity is applied to pixels
of odd-number columns, and a voltage of positive polar-
ity is applied to pixels of even-number columns. In the
second frame, the voltage polarity of each of the pixels
is inverted. Note that, it is also possible to change the
common potential according to progression of the frame
without keeping the common potential at a constant val-
ue.
[0073] Next, description will be made for a feed-
through voltage compensatory drive. Fig. 6 is a timing
chart showing a relation between the gate signal and
the voltage applied to the liquid crystal material. This
embodiment adopts the feed-through voltage compen-
satory drive system. There exist some kinds of parasitic
capacitor in the pixels of the liquid crystal display device.
Among them, a kind of the parasitic capacitor between
the gate line and the pixel electrode (gate and source,
in this case, one located on the pixel electrode side is
referred to as a source) has a great influence on the
drive of the pixels. This parasitic capacitor is usually

called a Cgs (alternatively, Cgd). Change in the gate po-
tential causes a change in the display voltage via the
Cgs. The feed-through voltage compensatory drive is a
technology for applying a pulse of reverse polarity
through the storage capacitor to the liquid crystal mate-
rial when the gate signal of the TFT drops to a logic level
"L". When the gate voltage drops, the value of the volt-
age applied to the liquid crystal material is reduced due
to the parasitic capacitor Cgs. The above-described re-
duction of the voltage value can be compensated by ap-
plying the signal having reverse characteristics to a con-
ductor portion constituting the storage capacitor togeth-
er with the pixel electrode.
[0074] Hereinafter, description will be made for a driv-
ing operation of one pixel based on Fig. 6. A represents
a gate signal applied to the i-th gate line. B represents
intensity of a voltage applied to the liquid crystal material
of one pixel in the i+1-th pixel row, C represents a gate
signal applied to the i+1-th gate line. A TFT of a pixel in
the i+1-th pixel row is controlled by the i+1-th gate line.
The X-axis indicates the passage of time, and the Y-axis
indicates a value of the signal. The gate signal has three
potentials of V1, V2 and V3. For example, the potentials
V1, V2 and V3 are respectively set at 27V, -5V and -9V
on the basis of ground potential.
[0075] At t1, when a logic state of i+1-th gate becomes
"H" (gate ON voltage: V1), the display signal is applied
to the pixel electrode from the signal line via the TFT.
Thereafter, at t2, the i+1-th gate becomes in the logic
state "L" (gate OFF voltage: V3). At this time, since the
gate potential drops from V1 to V3, the display voltage
drops due to the parasitic capacitor Cgs between the
gate and the source (pixel electrode). At t3, since po-
tential of the i-th gate line rises from V3 to V2, the display
voltage is increased via the storage capacitor Cs be-
tween the gate line and the pixel electrode. At t4, the
i+1-th gate potential rises from V3 to V2. This rise allows
the display voltage to rise via the parasitic capacitor
Cgs. In the actual design, the liquid crystal display de-
vice is designed such that the sum of the drop and rise
of the voltage due to the parasitic capacitor and the rise
of a voltage via the storage capacitor Cs becomes zero.
[0076] Owing to the feed-through voltage compensa-
tory drive described above, the reduction of the display
voltage caused by the parasitic capacitor can be com-
pensated. At the same time, it is also possible to keep
the initial DC voltage component between the pixel elec-
trode and the common electrode low. The change in the
display voltage due to the manufacturing tolerance
mainly results from the change in the parasitic capacitor
Cgs. In a typical drive system, the contribution of the
change in the parasitic capacitor to the change in the
display voltage is determined depending on an amount
of change in the capacitance in the entire pixel relative
to the change in the parasitic capacitor. On the other
hand, in the feed-through voltage compensatory drive,
such contribution is determined depending on an
amount of change in the storage capacitor Cs relative
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to the change in the parasitic capacitor. Accordingly, ow-
ing to the feed-through voltage compensatory drive, it is
possible to keep the initial DC voltage component be-
tween the pixel electrode and the common electrode
low.
[0077] Furthermore, the liquid crystal display device
adopting the feed-through voltage compensatory drive
system can be designed such that the change in the dis-
play voltage resulting from the change in the parasitic
capacitor and the storage capacitor due to the manufac-
turing tolerance is made small. The liquid crystal display
device thus designed makes it possible to obtain the
above-described effect more surely.
[0078] Note that in the feed-through voltage compen-
satory drive, the Cs on-gate structure is not an essential
factor. For example, a Cs line may be provided apart
from the gate line, and the signal capable of obtaining
the above-mentioned effect may be applied to the Cs
line to realize the feed-through voltage compensatory
drive.
[0079] Fig. 7 is a graph for comparing and describing
the changes in the DC voltage components between in
the conventional liquid crystal display and in the liquid
crystal display of the present invention. In Fig. 7, the Y-
axis represents a value of the DC voltage component
between the pixel electrode and the common electrode.
The X-axis represents the passage of time after turning
on electric power. In Fig. 7, (1) and (2) represent model
curves showing the change in the DC voltage compo-
nent in the liquid crystal display device according to the
present invention, and (3) represents a model curve
showing the change in the DC voltage component in the
conventional liquid crystal display device.
[0080] As described in the foregoing, the space be-
tween the pixel electrode and the common electrode is
modeled as a circuit in which a capacitor and a resistor
are connected in parallel. Therefore, the DC voltage
component decreases exponentially from the initial val-
ue at the time immediately after turning on the electric
power.
[0081] As apparent from Fig. 7, in the conventional liq-
uid crystal display device, the DC voltage component
larger than the permissible value exists after the pas-
sage of a predetermined period of time. On the contrary,
the liquid crystal display device according to the present
invention is constituted such that the DC voltage com-
ponent is made equal to the permissible value or smaller
within the predetermined period of time. The predeter-
mined period of time may be set from the time of appli-
cation of the electric power to the liquid crystal display
device to the time of displaying an image on a display
screen. This period of time is usually 3 to 5 seconds or
shorter.
[0082] The permissible value of the DC voltage com-
ponent is determined depending on the occurrence of
the flicker, and is preferably set to about 0.15 V or lower.
More preferably, it is set to about 0.12 V or lower, and
most preferably to about 0.08 V or lower. The occur-

rence of the flicker can be determined from the charac-
teristics of the display screen. This is performed by
measuring and comparing wavelengths of lights of a
specified frequencies, while displaying an image having
a specified pattern on the screen.
[0083] Figs. 8A and 8B are diagrams for showing this
specified pattern. Fig. 8A shows a pattern for a liquid
crystal display device of the dot inversion drive method.
Fig. 8B shows a pattern for a liquid crystal display device
of the line inversion drive method. Red, blue and green
indicate colors of the CF layer of each pixel. Also, Figs.
8A and 8B describe the case of a normally-white liquid
crystal display device. A black pixel is driven by a volt-
age for allowing light transitivity to be the lowest. In the
normally white mode, the black pixel is driven by a volt-
age of a maximum drive voltage value. Pixels of halftone
colors are driven by a voltage of half the maximum drive
voltage value. As apparent from Figs. 8A and 8B, a
group of pixels having the same polarity is driven by a
voltage of the same voltage value, and a group of pixels
having different polarities is driven by voltages of the dif-
ferent voltage values. In the dot inversion drive, pixels
(dots) adjacent in each of four directions perform the dis-
playing with different gray scales. In the line inversion
drive, pixels in the same row perform the displaying with
the same gray scale, and the pixels in the adjacent rows
perform the displaying with the different gray scales.
[0084] Here, when the liquid crystal display device is
driven at 60 Hz, the patterns shown in Figs. 8A and 8B
are displayed on a display device, and a comparison is
made between an amplitude of a 60Hz component of a
transmitting light waveform and an amplitude of a 30Hz
component of a transmitting light waveform. In the dis-
play device driven at THz, the selected frequencies are
THz and T/2Hz. The display device driven at THz dis-
plays T frames of images per second.
[0085] The amplitude of the 30Hz component of the
transmitting light waveform is preferably ten times as
large as that of the 60Hz component of the transmitting
light waveform or smaller. Note that, the same rules as
the foregoing are also applied to a liquid crystal display
device of a two-dot inversion drive method, a liquid crys-
tal display device of a two-line inversion drive method
and a monochrome panel.
[0086] The same is also applicable to a liquid crystal
display device driven by an interlace drive system, In
the interlace drive system, a frame is divided into two
fields to display an image. One of the divided fields
drives odd-number pixel rows, and the other drives
even-number pixel rows. Each of the fields is usually
driven according to the dot inversion drive method or the
line inversion drive method. Therefore, each of the fields
has two kinds of drive voltage polarity. In a specified pat-
tern, a pixel row not being driven in one field displays
black. Among the pixels that are being driven, the pixels
of one polarity display black, and the pixels of the other
polarity display halftone colors. In one frame, for exam-
ple, the pixels of positive polarity display black, and the
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pixels of negative polarity display halftone colors.
[0087] Since the value of the initial DC voltage com-
ponent and its reduction ratio are in a complementary
relation, specified ranges thereof can be set for each of
them. A large initial DC voltage component requires a
large reduction ratio. However, since there is an upper
limit to the reduction ratio, the size of the initial DC volt-
age component is also limited accordingly. Thus, the in-
itial DC voltage component is preferably set at 0.5 V or
lower, more preferably at 0.25 V or lower, and most pref-
erably at 0.2 V or lower. The liquid crystal display device
according to the present invention enables the DC volt-
age component between the pixel electrode and the
common electrode in about one second after turning on
the electric power to be set within a range of 0.04 V to
0.06 V. Thus, the liquid crystal display device has no
flicker defects.
[0088] Note that the description in the foregoing was
made for an embodiment of the present invention, and
the technical scope of the present invention is deter-
mined based on the descriptions in the following claims.
Furthermore, it is apparent for the people skilled in the
art that various modifications and additions for the
above-described elements of the embodiment are pos-
sible within the scope of the present invention.
[0089] Although the preferred embodiment of the
present invention has been described in detail, it should
be understood that various changes, substitutions and
alternations can be made therein without departing from
spirit and scope of the inventions as defined by the ap-
pended claims.

Claims

1. A liquid crystal display device having a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal ma-
terial sealed between said first and second sub-
strates, comprising:

a plurality of pixels arrayed in a matrix fashion,

wherein, on said first substrate, each pixel in
said plurality of pixels has a switching element, a
pixel electrode connected to said switching ele-
ment, a common electrode for generating an elec-
tric field applied to said liquid crystal material be-
tween the common electrode and said pixel elec-
trode,

said pixel electrode and said common elec-
trode have an initial DC voltage component there-
between immediately after applying electric power
to said liquid crystal display device,

said DC voltage component is automatically
reduced from said initial value to a permissible val-
ue or smaller within a predetermined period of time
after applying the electric power to said liquid crystal
display device, and

said DC voltage component is automatically
reduced from said initial value to the permissible
value or smaller within the predetermined period of
time after applying the electric power, whereby elim-
inating the necessity of a flicker control by changing
potential applied to an electrode in said pixel.

2. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
1,

wherein said initial DC voltage component is
0.5 V or lower.

3. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
1,

wherein the permissible value of said initial
DC voltage component is 0.15 V or lower.

4. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
1,

wherein said liquid crystal display device does
not have any circuit for performing the flicker control
by changing the potential applied to the electrode
in said pixel from outside,

5. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
1,

wherein said liquid crystal display device fur-
ther comprises a plurality of scanning lines and sig-
nal lines, and said pixel electrode forms a storage
capacitor between the pixel electrode and the scan-
ning line.

6. A liquid crystal display device having a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal ma-
terial sealed between said first and second sub-
strates, comprising:

a plurality of pixels arrayed in a matrix fashion,

wherein, on said first substrate, each pixel in
said plurality of pixels has a switching element, a
pixel electrode connected to said switching ele-
ment, a common electrode for generating an elec-
tric field applied to said liquid crystal material be-
tween the common electrode and said pixel elec-
trode,

said pixel electrode and said common elec-
trode have an initial DC voltage component there-
between immediately after applying electric power
to said liquid crystal display device, and

said DC voltage component is automatically
reduced from said initial value to 0.15 V or lower in
five seconds after applying the electric power to
said liquid crystal display device.

7. The liquid crystal display device according to any
one of claims 1, 5 and 6,

wherein said switching element is a TFT, and
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when a gate signal applied to said TFT drops, com-
pensation drive is performed in which a compensa-
tion signal having reverse characteristics is applied
through the storage capacitor.

8. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
7,

wherein said second substrate has a first res-
in layer and a second resin layer formed inside said
first resin layer, said first resin layer has resistivity
of 2.5E+15 [ohm.cm] or lower, and said second res-
in layer has resistivity of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm].

9. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
8,

wherein said first resin layer is a protection
film, and said second resin layer is a black matrix
layer.

10. A liquid crystal display device having a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal ma-
terial sealed between said first and second sub-
strates, and driven at THz (T: natural number), com-
prising:

a plurality of pixels arrayed in a matrix fashion,

wherein, on said first substrate, each pixel in
said plurality of pixels has a switching element, a
pixel electrode connected to said switching element
and a common electrode for generating an electric
field applied to said liquid crystal material between
the common electrode and said pixel electrode,

said plurality of pixels are driven by a voltage
of a different voltage polarity in each frame,

said plurality of pixels include in each frame a
first group of pixels driven by the voltage having a
first polarity and a second group of pixels driven by
the voltage of a second polarity,

said pixel electrode and said common elec-
trode have an initial DC voltage component there-
between immediately after applying electric power
to said liquid crystal display device,

said DC voltage component is automatically
reduced from said initial value to a permissible val-
ue or smaller within a predetermined period of time
after applying the electric power to said liquid crystal
display device, and

in the case where the pixels of said first group
are driven by the voltage having a voltage value al-
lowing brightness to be the lowest and the pixels of
said second group are driven by the voltage having
a predetermined mean voltage value, said DC volt-
age component is equal to the permissible value or
smaller, and thus an amplitude of a T/2Hz compo-
nent of a transmitting light waveform from said liquid
crystal display device becomes ten times as large
as that of a THz component or smaller.

11. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
10,

wherein said switching element is a TFT, and
when a gate signal applied to said TFT drops, com-
pensation drive is performed in which a compensa-
tion signal having reverse characteristics is applied
through the storage capacitor.

12. The liquid crystal display device according to any
one of claims 10 and 11,

wherein said second substrate has a first res-
in layer and a second resin layer formed inside said
first resin layer, said first resin layer has resistivity
of 2.5E+15 [ohm.cm] or lower, and said second res-
in layer has resistivity of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm].

13. The liquid crystal display device according to any
one of claims 1 and 10,

wherein said predetermined period of time is
defined as time between application of said electric
power and displaying of an image on a display
screen of said liquid crystal display device.

14. The liquid crystal display device according to any
one of claims 1 and 10,

wherein said predetermined period of time af-
ter applying said electric power is five seconds after
applying said electric power.

15. A liquid crystal display device having a first sub-
strate, a second substrate and a liquid crystal ma-
terial sealed between said first and second sub-
strates, comprising:

a plurality of pixels arrayed in a matrix fashion,

wherein, on said first substrate, each pixel in
said plurality of pixels has a TFT, a pixel electrode
connected to said TFT, a common electrode for
generating an electric field applied to said liquid
crystal material between the common electrode and
said pixel electrode,

on said second substrate, a resin protection
layer having resistivity of 2.5E+15 [ohm.cm] or low-
er is provided and a resin black matrix layer having
resistivity of 1E+00 to 1E+04 [ohm.cm] is provided
inside said protection layer, and

when a gate signal applied to said TFT drops,
compensation drive is performed in which a com-
pensation signal having reverse characteristics is
applied through a storage capacitor.

16. The liquid crystal display device according to claim
15,

wherein said liquid crystal display device fur-
ther comprises: a plurality of signal lines for trans-
mitting a display signal to said plurality of pixels; and
a plurality of gate lines for transmitting a gate signal
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to a gate of said TFT, and
said storage capacitor is formed between said

pixel electrode and one of said plurality of gate lines.
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