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(67)  Embodiments of the invention provide a color
filter substrate, a liquid crystal panel and a liquid crystal
display device. The color filter substrate comprising a
substrate; a plurality of sets of electrode structure formed
on a side of the substrate, each set of electrode structure

Color filter substrate, liquid crystal panel and liquid crystal display device

comprises a pixel electrode and a common electrode for
generating a horizontal electric field between the pixel
electrode and the common electrode by applying a volt-
age.
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Description
FIELD OF THE ART

[0001] Embodiments of the invention relate to the field
of liquid crystal display, more specifically, to a color filter
substrate, aliquid crystal panel and aliquid crystal display
(LCD) device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] LCD devices are categorized into vertical elec-
tric field (E-field) LCD devices and horizontal E-field LCD
devices, based on the direction of the E-field driving the
liquid crystals. The vertical E-field LCD devices generally
include Twist Nematic (TN) mode and vertical alignment
(VA) mode, while the horizontal E-field LCD devices gen-
erally include in-plane switching (IPS) mode, fringe field
switching (FFS) mode and advanced super dimension
switching (ADS) mode. In comparison with the vertical
E-field LCD devices, the horizontal E-field LCD devices
do not require additional optical compensation films to
realize wide view angle. However, the distribution of the
E-field in the liquid crystal layer of the horizontal E-field
LCD device is not uniform and there are local regions not
covered by the E-field and therefore non-transmissive
for the light, which makes the overall light transmissivity
of the liquid crystal panel low.

SUMMARY

[0003] The present invention aims to provide a color
filter substrate, a liquid crystal panel and a liquid crystal
display device so as to increase light transmissivity of
the liquid crystal panel.

[0004] To meet the above purpose, the invention pro-
vides the following technical solutions.

[0005] A first aspect of the invention provides a color
filter substrate comprising:

a substrate;

a plurality of sets of electrode structure formed on a
side of the substrate, each set of electrode structure
comprises a pixel electrode and a common electrode
for generating a horizontal electric field between the
pixel electrode and the common electrode by apply-
ing a voltage.

[0006] In the above color filter substrate, in any two
neighboring sets of electrode structure, the pixel elec-
trode and the common electrode are disposed in opposite
order.

[0007] In the above color filter substrate, in any two
neighboring sets of electrode structure, the distance be-
tween the pixel electrode and the common electrode is
the same.

[0008] In the above color filter substrate, each of the
pixel electrode and the common electrode has a width
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of 2~3pm;

the distance between the pixel electrode and the com-
mon electrode is 2~5pm

[0009] A second aspect of the invention provides a lig-
uid crystal panel comprising an array substrate, a color
filter substrate, and a liquid crystal layer formed between
the array substrate and the color filter substrate, wherein:

a plurality of first pixel electrodes and a plurality of
first common electrodes are alternatively disposed
on a side of the array substrate facing the color filter
substrate;

a plurality of sets of electrode structure are formed
on a side of the color filter substrate facing the array
substrate, each set of electrode structure comprises
a second pixel electrode and a second common elec-
trode, the second pixel electrode and the second
common electrode in each set of electrode structure
are symmetrically distributed on both sides of an or-
thographic projection of the first pixel electrode or
the first common electrode on the color filter sub-
strate.

[0010] In the above liquid crystal panel, in any two
neighboring sets of electrode structure on the color filter
substrate, the second pixel electrode and the second
common electrode are disposed in opposite order.
[0011] Inthe above liquid crystal panel, a distance be-
tween the second pixel electrode and the neighboring
second common electrode of the electrode structure is
smaller than a distance between the first pixel electrode
and the neighboring first common electrode.

[0012] In the above liquid crystal panel, the first pixel
electrode, each of the second pixel electrode, the first
common electrode and the second common electrode
has a width of 2~3 pm;

the distance between the second pixel electrode and the
neighboring second common electrode of the electrode
structure is 2~5 pum;

the distance between the first pixel electrode and the
neighboring first common electrode is 5~10um.

[0013] A third aspect of the invention provides a liquid
crystal display device comprising the above liquid crystal
panel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014] Inordertoclearlyillustrate the technical solution
of the embodiments of the invention, the drawings of the
embodiments will be briefly described in the following; it
is obvious that the described drawings are only related
to some embodiments of the invention and thus are not
limitative of the invention.

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates a configuration of a
liquid crystal panel in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention;

Fig. 2 schematically illustrates a light transmissivity



3 EP 2 813 887 A2 4

distribution of the liquid crystal panel in accordance
with the embodiment of the invention when electric
field is formed therein;

Fig. 3 schematically illustrates a light transmissivity
distribution of the conventional liquid crystal panel.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] In order to make objects, technical details and
advantages of the embodiments of the invention appar-
ent, the technical solutions of the embodiment will be
described in a clearly and fully understandable way in
connection with the drawings related to the embodiments
of the invention. It is obvious that the described embod-
iments are just a part but not all of the embodiments of
the invention. Based on the described embodiments
herein, those skilled in the art can obtain other embodi-
ment(s), without any inventive work, which should be
within the scope of the invention.

[0016] Unless otherwise defined, all the technical and
scientific terms used herein have the same meanings as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art
to which the presentinvention belongs. The terms "first,"
"second," etc., which are used in the description and the
claims of the present application for invention, are not
intended to indicate any sequence, amount or impor-
tance, but distinguish various components. Also, the
terms such as "a," "an," etc., are not intended to limit the
amount, but indicate the existence of at lease one. The
terms "comprises," "comprising," "includes," "including,"
etc., are intended to specify that the elements or the ob-
jects stated before these terms encompass the elements
or the objects and equivalents thereof listed after these
terms, but do not preclude the other elements or objects.
The phrases "connect", "connected”, etc., are notintend-
ed to define a physical connection or mechanical con-
nection, but may include an electrical connection, directly
or indirectly. "On," "under," "right," "left" and the like are
only used to indicate relative position relationship, and
when the position of the object which is described is
changed, the relative position relationship may be
changed accordingly.

[0017] With reference to Fig. 3, a configuration of a
conventional horizontal electric field (E-field) liquid crys-
tal panel has a pixel electrode a and a common electrode
b formed on an array substrate 1 and no electrode is
formed on a color filter substrate 2. It is seen from Fig. 3
that a horizontal E-field 4 is formed between the pixel
electrode a and the common electrode b when a voltage
is applied, while no E-field is formed in regions direct over
the pixel electrode a and the common electrode b. As a
result, liquid crystal molecules in the regions are not ro-
tated and no phase delay is generated when light passes
through the regions. Under the effect of the upper and
lower polarizers of the liquid crystal panel, light in these
regions can not transmit through the liquid crystal panel,
which makes the overall light transmissivity of the liquid
crystal panel low. Generally, the liquid crystal panel hav-
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ing such a configuration has a maximum light transmis-
sivity of about 70%.

[0018] To solve the above problem, an embodiment of
the invention provides a liquid crystal panel, which further
has a pixel electrode and a common electrode formed
on the color filter substrate other than the pixel electrode
and the common electrode formed on the array substrate.
The liquid crystal layer not only has a primary E-field gen-
erated by the pixel and common electrodes on the array
substrate but also an auxiliary E-field generated by the
pixel and common electrodes on the color filter substrate.
The auxiliary E-field compensates and enhances the hor-
izontal E-field in the liquid crystal layer, thereby forming
a uniform E-field distribution in the liquid crystal layer. A
liquid crystal panel with such a configuration has a min-
imum light transmissivity of over 70% and a maximum
light transmissivity of up to 90%.

[0019] With reference to Fig. 1, a liquid crystal panel
in accordance with the embodiment of the invention com-
prises an array substrate 1, a color filter substrate 2 and
a liquid crystal layer (not shown) formed between the
array substrate 1 and the color filter substrate 2, in which:

a plurality of first pixel electrodes "a" and a plurality
of first common electrodes "b" are alternatively dis-
posed on a side of the array substrate 1 facing the
color filter substrate 2;

a plurality of sets of electrode structure 3 are formed
on a side of the color filter substrate 2 facing the
array substrate 1, each set of electrode structure 3
comprises a second pixel electrode "c" and a second
common electrode "d", the second pixel electrode ¢
and the second common electrode d in each set of
electrode structure 3 are symmetrically disposed on
both sides of an orthographic projection of the first
pixel electrode a or the first common electrode b on
the color filter substrate 2.

[0020] Preferably, in the above liquid crystal panel, the
second pixel electrode ¢ and the second common elec-
trode d of two neighboring sets of electrode structure 3
are disposed in opposite order. As an example, in a first
set of electrode structure 3, the second pixel electrode ¢
is disposed on the left side of the second common elec-
trode d, while in a second (i.e., neighboring) set of elec-
trode structure 3, the second pixel electrode cis disposed
on the right side of the second common electrode d. By
this means, the auxiliary E-field is distributed only in the
regions direct over the first pixel electrode a and the first
common electrode b.

[0021] Preferably, a distance y between the second
pixel electrode c and the neighboring second common
electrode d of the electrode structure 3 is smaller than a
distance x between the first pixel electrode a and a neigh-
boring first common electrode b.

[0022] As an example, each of the first pixel electrode
a, the second pixel electrode c, the first common elec-
trode b and the second common electrode d has a width
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of 2~3 um, the distance between the second pixel elec-
trode c and the neighboring second common electrode
d of the electrode structure 3 is 2~5um, and the distance
between the first pixel electrode a and the neighboring
first common electrode b is 5~10um. The auxiliary E-field
generated by the second pixel electrode c and the second
common electrode d on the color filter substrate is located
right above the first pixel electrode or the first common
electrode on the array substrate and may enhance the
primary horizontal E-field on the array substrate. Here,
a voltage for the first and second common electrodes a
and ¢ may be constant, while a voltage for the first and
second pixel electrodes b and d may be adjusted based
on the displayed gray level value, for example, it may be
0~20V.

[0023] Withreference to Fig. 2, in the afore-mentioned
liquid crystal panel in accordance with the embodiment
of the invention, when display is required, voltages are
applied to the first pixel electrode a, the first common
electrode b, the second pixel electrode ¢ and the second
common electrode d, a primary horizontal E-field 4 is
formed between the first pixel electrode a and the first
common electrode b, an auxiliary horizontal E-field 5 is
formed between the second pixel electrode ¢ and the
second common electrode d, and the auxiliary horizontal
E-field 5 is in the regions direct over the first pixel elec-
trode a and the first common electrode b. In such a way,
a uniform E-field distribution is formed in the liquid crystal
layer. The uniform E-field may substantially rotate all the
liquid crystal molecules in the pixel region, thereby,
phase delay of the light transmitted through the liquid
crystal layer is increased and the light transmissivity of
the liquid crystal panel is accordingly increased.

[0024] The advantages effect of the embodiment of the
invention may be seen by comparing Figs.2 and 3. It is
seen from Fig. 3 that no E-field exists direct over the first
pixel electrode a and the first common electrode b, which
makes the light transmissivity low, while the auxiliary hor-
izontal E-field 5 is formed right above the first pixel elec-
trode a and the first common electrode in Fig. 2, thereby
increasing the light transmissivity.

[0025] Moreover, an embodiment of the invention pro-
vides a display device which comprises the liquid crystal
panel of the above embodiment. The display device may
be a liquid crystal panel, an E-paper, a liquid crystal tel-
evision, a liquid crystal display, a digital photo-frame, a
mobile phone, a tablet PC and any other product or de-
vice having a display function.

[0026] What are described above is related to the il-
lustrative embodiments of the disclosure only and not
limitative to the scope of the disclosure; the scopes of
the disclosure are defined by the accompanying claims.

Claims

1. A color filter substrate (2) comprising:
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a substrate;

a plurality of sets of electrode structure (3)
formed on a side of the substrate, each set of
electrode structure (3) comprises a pixel elec-
trode (c) and a common electrode (d) for gen-
erating a horizontal electric field (5) between the
pixel electrode (c) and the common electrode
(d) by applying a voltage.

The color filter substrate (2) of claim 1, wherein:

in any two neighboring sets of electrode struc-
ture (3), the pixel electrode (c) and the common
electrode (d) are disposed in opposite order.

The color filter substrate (2) of claim 1, wherein:

in any two neighboring sets of electrode struc-
ture (3), the distance between the pixel electrode
(c) and the common electrode (d) is the same.

The color filter substrate (2) of any of claims 1 to 3,
wherein:

each of the pixel electrode (c) and the common
electrode (d) has a width of 2~3 pum;
the distance between the pixel electrode (c) and
the common electrode (d) is 2~5um
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