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(54) Reduction of the parasitic capacitance of a pixel in a horizontal-electric-field type active matrix
liquid crystal display

(57) Two basic types of active matrix LCD substrate assembly (fig.1) are disclosed.

Both employ a planar lower electrode (typically the common electrode, 270) and an upper electrode provided with cut-
outs (92) on the AM-substrate (100) to produce a horizontal electric field component (fringe-field switching).

First type: a light shielding layer (220, typically high permittivity) is in direct electrical contact with the common electrode
(fig.2). The parasitic capacitance arising between the pixel (191) and common electrodes (220) at the edge of the contact
hole (185) is reduced to improve display quality.

Second type: the light shielding layer (20, typically low permittivity) extends over the edge (93) of a cut-out (92) in the
upper electrode (mostly the pixel electrode 191) nearest the gate line (121, fig.9). The effect of the fringe field on the LC
molecules at the edge is reduced to improve display transmittance.
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claims fees have been paid, hamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:
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All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-3, 8-10

FFS-type AM-LCD in which a light shielding layer is in
electrical contact with the planar common electrode and is
arranged directly on or below the latter. The pixel
electrode arranged above the common electrode is provided
with cut-outs.

2. claims: 4-6

FFS-type AM-LCD in which the light shielding layer is
electrically connected to the planar common electrode
through a hole in an intervening passivation layer. The
pixel electrode is provided with cut-outs and is arranged
above the common electrode.

3. claims: 7, 11, 12

FFS-type AM-LCD in which Tight shielding Tayer is in
electrical contact and is arranged directly on or under the
planar common electrode, wherein the planar pixel electrode
is disposed underneath the common electrode which is
provided with cut-outs.

4. claims: 13-18

FFS-type AM-LCD in which the 1light shielding layer is
arranged on an upper electrode (pixel or common) to cover
the edges of the cut-outs in that electrode nearest parallel
to the gate-line. The light shielding layer is no longer
restricted to being in direct contact with the common
electrode.
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