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(54) Backlight unit and liquid crystal display device

(57) To provide a backlight unit capable of improving
color purity of a prescribed emission color as well as ob-
taining a uniform emission colors in the entire device,
and a liquid crystal display device comprising thereof.
A backlight unit (B) comprises: a LED (13) for compen-
sating emission intensity of red wavelength light of a flu-
orescent tube (11), being arranged in between each of
a plurality of said fluorescent tubes (11) arrayed in up
and down directions, and a LED (13a) for compensating
emission intensity of red wavelength light of a fluorescent
tube (11a), being arranged in the outside of each of two
fluorescent tubes (11a) arranged in the outermost of a
plurality of said fluorescent tubes (11).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a backlight unit
for, for example, liquid crystal display (LCD) devices as
typified by a liquid crystal television, and more particu-
larly, to a technology for improving color purity of emis-
sion colors of a backlight unit.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Generally, fluorescent tubes using R (red), G
(green), and B (black) as primary colors are used for a
backlight unit for LCD devices as typified by a liquid crys-
tal television. Such fluorescent tubes have a feature that
the emission intensity of red wavelength light is lower in
comparison with those of green and blue, and therefore,
the color purity of emission colors of backlight unit is not
sufficient, thereby causing a problem of affecting the
color reproducibility of a display image in a LCD device.
In particular, pure red is hard to be displayed in a LCD
device.
[0003] Here, in a patent literature 1 (Unexamined Jap-
anese Patent Publication No. 2004-139876), a LCD de-
vice intended to improve the color reproducibility of a
display image by using two kinds of light sources: a flu-
orescent tube and a LED (light emitting diode), in a back-
light unit is disclosed. A LCD device C configured as de-
scribed above is illustrated in Fig. 7 (quoted from Fig. 7
in Patent literature 1). Fig. 7 (a) shows an elevation view
of a conventional LCD device C, and Fig. 7 (b) shows a
sectional side view of a conventional LCD device C.
[0004] As illustrated in Fig. 7, LCD device C comprises:
a plurality of fluorescent tubes 31 arrayed in up and down
directions, a LED 32 for emitting a red wavelength light
arrayed in between each of Fluorescent tubes 31, an
inverter circuit 33 for controlling a drive of Fluorescent
tube 31, a LED lighting circuit 34 for controlling a light
emission of LED 32, a dimming control means 35 for
adjusting the emission intensity of Fluorescent tube 31
and LED 32, a power supply circuit 36, a reflection sheet
37A as a optical member of every kind, a diffusion plate
37C, a diffusion sheet 37D, a prism sheet 37E, a reflec-
tion polarizing sheet 37F, a chassis 38 for housing those
aforementioned, and a LCD panel 39 for displaying an
image.
[0005] In LCD device C configured as mentioned
above, improvement of color reproducibility of a display
image is provided since the emission intensity of R (red)
wavelength light by Fluorescent tube 31 is compensated
by the light emission of red wavelength light by LED 32
arrayed in between each of Fluorescent tubes 31, there-
by improving color purity.
[0006] However, in LCD device C, the emission inten-
sity of red wavelength light of Fluorescent tube 31 in the

outside of Fluorescent tubes 31 arrayed in upper and
lower ends of LCD device C cannot be compensated
since LED 32 is arrayed only in between each of Fluo-
rescent tubes 31. Therefore, in LCD device C, the emis-
sion colors of a backlight are different between near the
upper and lower ends and near the center, and thus caus-
ing a problem of color shading generated in a display
image in LCD device C.
[0007] Consequently, this invention has been invented
considering the foregoing conditions, and the purpose of
this invention is to provide a backlight unit capable of
improving color purity of a prescribed emission color as
well as obtaining an uniform emission colors in the entire
device, and a LCD device comprising thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] In order to achieve the above purpose, this in-
vention is to be applied to a backlight unit comprising a
first compensating light source for compensating emis-
sion intensity of a prescribed wavelength light of a fluo-
rescent tube, being arranged in between each of a plu-
rality of said fluorescent tubes arrayed in a prescribed
direction, wherein said backlight unit further comprises
a second compensating light source for compensating
emission intensity of a prescribed wavelength light of the
fluorescent tube, being arranged in the outside of each
of two fluorescent tubes arranged in the outermost of
said plurality of fluorescent tubes.
[0009] According to a backlight unit of this invention
which is constituted as mentioned above, not only com-
pensation of emission intensity of a prescribed wave-
length light of the fluorescent tube in between the fluo-
rescent tubes, but also compensation of emission inten-
sity of a prescribed wavelength light of the fluorescent
tube in the outside of two fluorescent tubes arranged in
the outermost can be realized, and therefore, color purity
of the prescribed emission color can be improved, and
at the same time, an uniform emission colors in the entire
backlight unit can be obtained.
[0010] Consequently, with a LCD device comprising a
backlight unit configured as above, color reproducibility
of a display image is increased, thereby preventing color
shading.
[0011] Here, the first compensating light source ar-
ranged in between each of the fluorescent tubes is for
compensating emission intensity of the prescribed wave-
length light of the two fluorescent tubes in its both sides.
However, the second compensating light source ar-
ranged near vertical ends of the backlight unit is for com-
pensating emission intensity of only one fluorescent tube,
and thus the emission intensity of the prescribed wave-
length light of said fluorescent tube is so compensated
beyond necessity that the emission colors of the backlight
unit may become nonuniform. In addition, it is still con-
cerned that when the prescribed wavelength light emitted
from the second compensating light source is reflected
upon other structural elements arranged in upper or lower
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directions of the second compensating light source or
upon the chassis of the backlight unit, the emission in-
tensity in the outside of the fluorescent tube arranged in
the outermost may be compensated beyond necessity.
[0012] Thus, the emission intensity of the second com-
pensating light source is preferably lower than that of the
first compensating light source. In particular, the emis-
sion intensity of the second compensating light source
may be nearly half of that of the first compensating light
source.
[0013] This enables enhancement of the uniformity in
emission colors of the entire backlight unit, thereby more
assuredly preventing color shading of a display image in
a LCD device comprising the present backlight unit.
[0014] Here, the first and second compensating light
sources may be realized by, for example, a plurality of
light-emitting elements arrayed in a longitudinal direction
of the fluorescent tubes.
[0015] In this case, when each of said light emitting
elements includes at least two or more light-emitting el-
ements of which the presence or absence of emission
can be controlled separately, the emission intensity can
be differed between the first and second compensating
light sources by switching the number of light-emitting
elements to be emitted. In particular, with emission of
two light-emitting elements in the first compensating light
source while one in the second compensating light
source, the emission intensity of the second compensat-
ing light source may be controlled to nearly half of that
of the first compensating light source. Also, with such
structure, the light-emitting elements employed in the first
and second compensating light sources can be stand-
ardized, and a great effect in productivity can be expected
since not requiring different light-emitting elements.
[0016] Additionally, in a large-size backlight unit, a light
source substrate, in which the first and second compen-
sating light sources are mounted, may be constituted to
include a plurality of segmented substrates segmented
in the array direction of the fluorescent tubes, in other
words, to form the light source substrate by combining
the plurality of segmented substrates.
[0017] In this case, provided that L is the number of
arrayed fluorescent tubes, X is the number of light-emit-
ting elements to be arrayed in a direction parallel to the
array direction of the fluorescent tubes in the segmented
substrate, and N is the number of the segmented sub-
strate, a relation: X = (L+1)/N is preferred to be satisfied
in the structure of the above. This enables standardiza-
tion of the structure of the segmented substrates since
not requiring segmented substrates of different struc-
tures, thereby realizing an efficient productivity.
[0018] Also, a backlight unit employing one or a plu-
rality of inverter circuits for driving two of the fluorescent
tubes may be constituted so as to satisfy a relation: X =
(2M+1)/N when M is the number of inverter circuits. In
short, by identifying the number of the fluorescent tubes
by means of the number of the inverter circuits, a struc-
ture capable of standardizing the structure of the seg-

mented substrates can be realized.
[0019] The light-emitting elements are preferably ar-
rayed in a zigzag manner within the segmented sub-
strates, thereby preventing color shading in emission in-
tensity of a prescribed wavelength of the fluorescent tube
that is compensated by said light-emitting elements.
[0020] When the light-emitting elements are particu-
larly arrayed so as to be arranged, not in the both ends
of one diagonal line in the segmented substrate, but in
the both ends of the other diagonal line in the segmented
substrate, the light-emitting elements can be arranged in
a zigzag manner even in a combining site when the seg-
mented substrates are combined. And also in this case,
it is needless to say that a great effect in the productivity
can be realized by the standardization of the structure of
the segmented substrates.
[0021] According to this invention, not only compen-
sation of emission intensity of a prescribed wavelength
of the fluorescent tube in between each of the fluorescent
tubes, but also compensation of emission intensity of a
prescribed wavelength of the fluorescent tube in the out-
side of two fluorescent tubes arranged in the outermost
can be realized, thereby improving color purity of the pre-
scribed emission color, and at the same time, obtaining
an uniform emission colors in the entire backlight unit.
[0022] Consequently, in a LCD device comprising a
backlight unit constituted as mentioned above, the color
reproducibility in a display image is enhanced, and oc-
currence of color shading can therefore be prevented.
[0023] These and other objects, features and advan-
tages of the present invention will become more apparent
upon reading of the following detailed description along
with the accompanied drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024]

Fig. 1 shows a sectional side view of a LCD device
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 2 shows a schematic structure of a backlight unit
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 3 shows a sectional side view of a LCD device
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention;
Fig. 4 shows an elevation view of a backlight unit
according to Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
Fig. 5 shows a view for describing a deformation ex-
ample of a LED substrate.
Fig. 6 shows a view for describing another deforma-
tion example of a LED substrate.
Fig. 7 shows a schematic structure of a conventional
LCD device.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0025] With embodiments of the present invention de-
scribed hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to those precise embodiments, and that various
changes and modifications may be effected therein by
one skilled in the art without departing from the scope or
spirit of the invention as defined in the appended claims.
[0026] Here, Fig. 1 shows a sectional side view of a
LCD device A according to an embodiment of the present
invention, and Fig. 2 shows a general structure of a back-
light unit B according to an embodiment of the present
invention: (a) is a perspective view and (b) is an elevation
view.
[0027] Firstly, as referring now to Fig. 1, a schematic
structure of a LCD device according to an embodiment
of the present invention is described.
[0028] As illustrated in Fig. 1, LCD device A is sche-
matically constituted by: a LCD panel 1 for displaying an
image, a backlight unit B for illuminating LCD panel 1
from behind, a reflection sheet 2 as an optical member
for providing the emission of Backlight unit B with color
scheme property and luminance distribution property, a
diffuser 3, a diffusion sheet 4, a prism sheet 5, a reflection
polarizing sheet 6, and a chassis for housing those afore-
mentioned.
[0029] Next, as referring to Figs. 1 and 2, Backlight
unit B is described in details.
[0030] Backlight unit B is schematically constituted by:
a plurality of fluorescent tubes 11 arrayed in up and down
directions, a plurality of inverter circuits 12 for controlling
the drive of each Fluorescent tube 11, LED (light emitting
diode) 13 for compensating emission intensity of red
wavelength light of Fluorescent tube 11 by emitting red
wavelength light as being multi-arrayed in the longitudinal
and array directions of Fluorescent tube 11, a plurality of
LED substrates 14 (one example of a segmented sub-
strate) mounting LED 13, a lump holder 15 for supporting
Fluorescent tube 11, and a LED control circuit not shown
in the figures for controlling light emission of LED 13.
[0031] Each of LEDs 13 is an identical part internally
comprising two light-emitting elements for emitting red
wavelength light at nearly the same emission intensity,
and the emission of each of the light-emitting elements
is capable of being controlled separately by LED control
circuit (not shown).
[0032] Additionally, the present embodiment is ex-
plained as referring to an example of a technique for en-
hancing the color purity of red by compensating the emis-
sion intensity of red wavelength light of Fluorescent tube
11 by using LED 13, however, it is needless to say that
this invention finds application in other colors, for exam-
ple, blue and green for enhancing color purity.
[0033] Here, Backlight unit B is constituted so as to
satisfy a relation: X = (L+1)/N with L: the number of ar-
rayed Fluorescent tubes 11, X: the number of LED 13 to

be arrayed in a direction parallel to the array direction of
Fluorescent tubes 11 in LED substrate 14, and N: the
number of LED substrates 14. Concretely, as illustrated
in the figure, a relation: X = (L+1)/N is satisfied provided
that X = 4, L = 11, and N = 3 (X, L, and N are integer
numbers) in Backlight unit B.
[0034] This enables Backlight unit B to employ sub-
strates of an identical shape as a plurality of LED sub-
strates 14, thereby realizing a great productivity without
requiring substrates of different shapes. Those numbers
of Fluorescent tubes 11, LED13, and LED substrates 14
in this embodiment are obviously the mere examples,
and could be any numbers that may satisfy the relation:
X = (L+1)/N for the purpose of employing substrates of
an identical shape as a plurality of LED substrates 14.
[0035] As described in the former clause, in a conven-
tional LCD device C (see Fig. 7), color shading has been
occurred in a display image since LED 32 was arranged
only in between each of Fluorescent tubes 31 without
compensation of emission intensity in the outside of Flu-
orescent tubes 31 arranged in the outermost of Fluores-
cent tubes 31.
[0036] However, in Backlight unit B as illustrated in
both Figs. 1 and 2, LED 13a is arranged not only in be-
tween each of Fluorescent tubes 11, but also in the out-
side of each of two Fluorescent tubes 11a arranged in
the outermost of Fluorescent tubes 11. Here, LED 13
arranged in between each of Fluorescent tubes 11 (here-
inafter referred to as "LED 13b") is one example of a first
compensating light source, and said LED 13a is one ex-
ample of a second compensating light source.
[0037] In Backlight unit B constituted as above, LED
13a and LED 13b are emitted at the same time of emis-
sion of Fluorescent tubes 11. Here, when LED 13b is
designed so as to moderately compensate emission in-
tensity of red wavelength light of two Fluorescent tubes
11 in both sides, the emission intensity of red wavelength
light of Fluorescent tube 11a might be compensated be-
yond necessity because of the emission of LED 13a that
compensates emission intensity of red wavelength light
of one Fluorescent tube 11. Therefore, the emission in-
tensity of LED 13a is preferred to be lower than that of
LED 13b.
[0038] Thus, in Backlight unit B, LED 13b is designed
so that two light-emitting elements inside simultaneously
emit, and LED 13a is designed so that only one of two
light-emitting elements inside emit, both are controlled
by LED control circuit. This makes the emission intensity
of LED 13a half of that of LED 13b.
[0039] As mentioned above, in Backlight unit B, the
emission intensity of red wavelength light in between
each of Fluorescent tubes 11, as well as the emission
intensity of red wavelength light of Fluorescent tube 11
a in the outside of Fluorescent tube 11a are compensated
respectively by LED 13b and LED 13a. This enables im-
provement of the color purity of red wavelength light in
the entire Backlight unit B, thereby obtaining a uniform
emission colors in the entire Backlight unit B. Conse-
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quently, color shading in a display image in LCD device
A comprising Backlight B can be prevented.
[0040] Particularly in Backlight unit B, the emission in-
tensity of LED 13a is half of that of LED 13b, while the
emission intensity of red wavelength light in between
each of Fluorescent tubes 11 compensated by LED 13b
as well as the emission intensity of red wavelength light
of Fluorescent tube 11a in the outside of Fluorescent
tube 11a compensated by LED 13a become uniform,
thereby obtaining a high uniformity in emission colors in
the entire Backlight unit.
[0041] Additionally, in the present embodiment,
though a LED is employed as a light source for compen-
sating emission intensity of red wavelength light of Flu-
orescent tube 11, it is not intended to limit the scope of
the present invention, and other light sources may be
employed. Also, as a method for lowering the emission
intensity of LED 13a than that of LED 13b arranged in
between each of Fluorescent tubes 11, setting a gap be-
tween each of applied voltages, as well as employing
light-emitting elements of different emission intensity at
a same voltage may find application.

[Embodiment 1]

[0042] Next, as referring now to Figs. 3 and 4, LCD
device A1 according to Embodiment 1 of the present in-
vention is described. Here, Fig. 3 shows a sectional side
view of LCD device A1 according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention, and Fig. 4 shows an elevation view
of Backlight unit B1 installed in LCD device A1. In addi-
tion, the structural elements of LCD device A1 and Back-
light unit B1, which are same as those of LCD device A
(see Fig. 1) and Backlight unit B (see Fig. 2), are given
the same codes for abbreviation of illustration and de-
scription.
[0043] As shown in Fig. 3, Backlight unit B1 installed
in LCD device A1 comprises an inverter circuit 121 (so
called "two-in-one transformer") for controlling the drive
of two Fluorescent tubes 11, instead of Inverter circuit 12
installed in Backlight unit B. Inverter circuit 121 is more
preferably employed, as the sizes of Backlight unit B as
well as the number of Fluorescent tubes 11 become larg-
er.
[0044] In addition, a plurality of LED substrates 14a
mounting LED 13 arrayed in 7 vertical columns and 9
horizontal rows, instead of a plurality of LED substrates
14, is mounted in Backlight unit B1.
[0045] In Backlight unit B1 constituted as above, the
number of arrayed Fluorescent tubes 11 can be specified
by the number of Inverter circuits 121 driving two Fluo-
rescent tubes 11. In concrete terms, the number of ar-
rayed Fluorescent tubes 11 is twice of the number of
Inverter circuits 121.
[0046] Here, the structure of LED substrates 14a may
become identical when Backlight unit B1 is constituted
so as to satisfy the relation: X = (2M+1)/N, provided that
M is the number of Inverter circuits 121, X is the number

of LEDs 13 arrayed in a direction parallel to the array
direction of Fluorescent tubes 11 in LED substrate 14a,
and N is the number of LED substrates 14a. In concrete
terms, as illustrated in the figure, X=7, M=10, and N=3,
and so, the relation: X = (2M+1)/N is satisfied (X, M, and
N are integer numbers).

[Embodiment 2]

[0047] Next, as referring now to Figs. 5 and 6, a defor-
mation example of LED substrate 14 (14a) is described.
Here, Fig. 5 shows a view for describing a deformation
example of LED substrate 14 (14a), and Fig. 6 shows a
view for describing another deformation example of LED
substrate 14 (14a).
[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 5, in LED substrate 141 as
a deformation example of LED substrate 14 (14a), LEDs
13 are arrayed in a zigzag manner. With such array of
LEDs 13, the uniformity in emission colors in the entire
Backlight unit B (B1) is enhanced.
[0049] Here, in LED substrate 141, LEDs 13 are ar-
rayed in both ends of the both diagonal lines in said LED
substrate 141. Therefore, as illustrated in Fig. 5(b), when
a plurality of LED substrates 141 is combined, LEDs 13
are not arrayed in a zigzag manner within the combining
site (the area R in the illustration). Also, when a LED
substrate having an opposite array to LED substrate 141,
that is, not having LEDs 13 in both ends of the both di-
agonal lines, is manufactured, the array of LEDs 13 in a
zigzag manner within such combining site can be real-
ized, though failing to achieve a great productivity.
[0050] Here, in LED substrate 142 as another defor-
mation example of LED substrate 14 (14a) as illustrated
in Fig. 6 (a), LEDs 13 are arranged in both ends of one
diagonal line, and arrayed in a zigzag manner so as not
to be arranged in the both ends of the other diagonal line.
In other words, in LED substrate 142, the number of ar-
rayed LEDs 13 in each of horizontal directions is the
same, while the number of arrayed LEDs 13 in each of
vertical directions is the same.
[0051] Consequently, as illustrated in Fig.6 (b), when
a plurality of LED substrates 142 is combined, the array
of LEDs 13 in a zigzag manner can be realized within the
combining site (the area S in the illustration). This enables
improvement of the productivity for not requiring LED
substrates of different shapes.

Claims

1. A backlight unit comprising a first compensating light
source for compensating emission intensity of a pre-
scribed wavelength light of a fluorescent tube, being
arranged in between each of a plurality of said fluo-
rescent tubes arrayed in a prescribed direction,
wherein said backlight unit further comprises a sec-
ond compensating light source for compensating
emission intensity of a prescribed wavelength light
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of said fluorescent tube, being arranged in the out-
side of each of two fluorescent tubes arranged in the
outermost of said plurality of fluorescent tubes.

2. A backlight unit, according to Claim 1, wherein emis-
sion intensity of said second compensating light
source is lower than emission intensity of said first
compensating light source.

3. A backlight unit, according to any of Claims 1 or 2,
wherein emission intensity of said second compen-
sating light source is nearly half of emission intensity
of said first compensating light source.

4. A backlight unit, according to any of Claims 1, 2 or
3, wherein said first compensating light source
and/or said second compensating light source have
a plurality of light-emitting elements arrayed in the
longitudinal direction of said fluorescent tube.

5. A backlight unit, according to Claim 4, wherein each
of said light-emitting elements includes at least two
or more light-emitting elements whose emission is
capable of being controlled separately.

6. A backlight unit, according to any of Claims 4 or 5,
wherein a light source substrate in which said first
and second compensating light sources are mount-
ed is constituted to include a plurality of segmented
substrates segmented in an array direction of said
fluorescent tubes, and
wherein a relation: X = (L+1)/N is satisfied, provided
that L is the number of arrayed said fluorescent
tubes, X is the number of light-emitting elements to
be arrayed in a direction parallel to an array direction
of said fluorescent tubes in said segmented sub-
strate, and N is the number of said segmented sub-
strates.

7. A backlight unit, according to any of Claims 4 or 5,
wherein one or a plurality of inverter circuits for driv-
ing two of said fluorescent tubes are further com-
prised,
wherein a light source substrate in which said first
and/or second compensating light sources are
mounted is constituted to include a plurality of seg-
mented substrates segmented in an array direction
of said fluorescent tubes, and
wherein a relation: X = (2M+1)/N is satisfied, provid-
ed that M is the number of said inverter circuits, X is
the number of light-emitting elements to be arrayed
in a direction parallel to an array direction of said
fluorescent tubes in said segmented substrate, and
N is the number of said segmented substrates.

8. A backlight unit, according to any of Claims 6 or 7,
wherein said light-emitting elements are arrayed in
a zigzag manner in said segmented substrate.

9. A backlight unit, according to Claim 8, wherein said
light-emitting elements are arrayed so as to be ar-
ranged not in the both ends of one diagonal line in
said segmented substrate but in the both ends of the
other diagonal line in said segmented substrate.

10. A liquid crystal display device comprising a backlight
unit according to any of Claims 1 to 9.
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